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Report on the Initiative for Democratic Education (IDEA) Women’s Seminar
Quebec City 

April 16 and 20, 2001

Format:

The Seminar was divided into two parts that took place just prior to, and following the Peoples’
Summit of the Americas Education Forum. This format enabled participants in the IDEA
Seminar to also attend both the Education Forum and the Peoples’ Summit Women’s Forum.

The first session involved representatives from Educators Association Women’s secretariats from
Mexico, Central America, the Andes, the Caribbean, and the Southern Cone of South America,
and representatives of Canadian Teachers organizations. 

The Second (April 20) session was incorporated into a broader meeting of organizations
participating in the IDEA process.  This meeting involved male and female representatives from
36 educators, student, women’s, community and native organizations from 18 American
Countries. The morning focussed general discussion of the work of the IDEA process while the
afternoon was dedicated to the presentation and discussion of the conclusions and proposals of
the April 16 Women in Education session. 

Attending April 16 session: Christine Stewart Aboriginal Women’s Representative – BC Teachers’
Federation (BCTF),  Julia McCrae – Surrey Teachers Association, Susie Ma – Vancouver Elementary
School Teachers Association, Jinny Sims – Vice President – BCTF, Greer Kaiser – BCTF,  Marie Josée
Caron – Women’s Commission, Central des Syndicats du Quebec, Linda Shuto – Director,
CoDevelopment Canada, Aracely Moreno, President – National Union of Educators, Ecuador (UNE),
Jane Goyes, Women’s Secretary – UNE and IDEA Women’s Network Coordinator, Leticia Sánchez
Farfán – Mexican Section, Trinational Coalition to Defend Public Education, Ana Maria Grajeda –
Section IX – National Union of Education Workers, Mexico, Carolina Abrales Sfeir– Confederation of
Education Workers of the Republic of Argentina, Virginia Albert, Women’s Secretary – Caribbean
Union of Teachers, Nubia Turcios de Díaz – Women’s Secretary, Federation of Central American
Teachers Organizations.

A total of 14 women representing 11 organizations from seven jurisdictions participated in the
April 16 session of the IDEA Women’s seminar. These same women met on several other
occasions during the week to further their work and to prepare the agenda for the April 20
meeting. The women also presented recommendations to the Peoples’ Summit Women’s Forum
held the evening of April 16.
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April 16
After introductions, Jane Goyes, Coordinator of the IDEA Women in Education Network
reviewed the objectives of the meeting and the Network. The objectives of the Network are: 

1. To establish permanent communication and coordination among the women and
organizations that participate in the IDEA process.

2. To exchange experiences, knowledge and information that will help us with a general
analysis of gender issues in the Americas, and more specifically, in the area of public
education.

3. To promote, both within our organizations and beyond, the concerns of the Women’s
Network.

4.  To incorporate the agenda of the Women’s Network into the work of the IDEA Process.

5.  To promote solidarity among women in education and women’s organizations working to
better our living conditions

8.  To promote a greater awareness of gender issues within our organizations.

9.  To work for conditions that make the empowerment of women possible.

10.  To develop and carry out training and research projects that will help strengthen women in
their identity and in their social, political and union lives.

Regional Reports: Conditions for women and girls in education vary significantly throughout
the hemisphere – for example in the Caribbean and Canada, girls are now more strongly
represented than boys in secondary and post-secondary education, while in Central America and
the Andean region girls are still less likely to complete basic or higher education than boys.  All
regions expressed concern that, in comparison with their actual numbers in the education
workforce, women are under-represented in leadership roles both within the school system and
within educators’ organizations.

Women in Education Organizations: - Leticia Sánchez Farfán, Mexican representative, IDEA
Women in Education Network. Ms. Sánchez presented a brief report about the situation of
women in educators’ organisations in the Americas.  She said however, that a lack of statistics
that specifically refer to girls and women in education in each country coupled  with difficulties
in communication with the organizations made it prevented her from developing a
comprehensive report. Participants agreed to name a person responsible for gathering data in
each country and developed a revised survey (attached) regarding the situation of girls and
women in education and education organizations. They agreed to set October 31, 2001 as the
deadline for gathering this information and to lobby educator organisations to collect more data
on the role of women and girls in education.

Impact of the FTAA on female educators and students: Since the actual contents of the draft
of the FTAA agreement were not yet available, much of the discussion centred on speculation of
the potential impact based on existing trade agreements in the Americas and related neoliberal
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education reforms.  Canadian and Mexican participants spoke of the impact of the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on public education and women as examples of what
could be expected from the FTAA.  Restriction of access to education based on pass/fail
standardized exams was an important development that Canadian and Mexican women educators
identified as a spi n-off of NAFTA. In Mexico the standardized exams (CENEVAL) face a legal
challenge from womens organizations on the grounds that they tend to favour male skills over
female-identified ones, thereby reducing the number of girls who can move on to the next level
of education.

The representative from Argentina provided other examples from her country's experience with
the Mercosur.  Participants were concerned that the agreement could lead to a worsening of
working conditions for educators, greater privatization of the public education system and a
related decline of the participation of girls in school as user’s fees are introduced and parents
with limited resources opt to withdraw their female children from school.  

Delegates also expressed concerned that the trade-related shift in education systems to job-
training and international competitiveness could weaken national control over curricula and
weaken the promotion social values in education, including new values that strive to increase
gender equality.

Planning for the IDEA Women in Education Conference: At its founding meeting in Quito,
Ecuador in May, 2000 the IDEA Women in Education Network proposed to organize a
Hemispheric Conference for women in Education. Participants took advantage of the seminar in
Quebec to make concrete plans for this conference.

The conference, to be entitled "Women, Globalization and Public Education," will be held
October 31 and November 1, 2001 in Morelia, Mexico.  The conference will include female
educators and students and will consist of panels and working groups on the following themes:

a)  The impact of globalization on:

         i)   the education of women and girls;

ii) working and living conditions for female teachers and the teaching career;

iii) Social security and educators pensions 

iv) Privatizing tendencies in education systems including financing, decentralization and
municipalization and social participation. 

b)  Gender, empowerment and citizenship. 

 i)     The new roles of men and women in society and the school 

ii) The promotion of the rights of women and girls in our schools and in our organizations

iii)     Empowerment as a teaching method 

iv)     The promotion and diffusion of advances in the rights of women and girls.
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In addition there will be an opportunity for participants to meet in regional sub-groups (North
America, Central America, the Caribbean, the Andes and the Southern Cone) to work on the
formation and strengthening of regional networks of women in education linked to the
Hemispheric IDEA network.

April 20 Session: 

This session was attended by 49 delegates representing 35 civil society organizations from 
18 American countries (see attached list).  The IDEA Women in Education Network 
Coordinating Committee presented for discussion the recommendations of the April 16 session.  

Communications:  It was agreed that communications between women’s representatives in each
organization and between the Women’s Network Coordinating Committee and the IDEA process
Coordinating Committee (Red SEPA) needed to be strengthened. Each organization will select a
liaison to coordinate communications with the IDEA Women’s Network. The liaison will also be
responsible for gathering the data for the Women’s network education survey.  A women’s
network representative will be also be added to the Red SEPA Coordinating Committee.

The Women, Globalization and Public Education Conference: There was much discussion
about whether the conference should focus on gender issues and include both men and women or
should be specifically for female educators and students. There was also debate about the breadth
of the conference: whether it should focus on the impact of trade agreements on women in
general or focus more on the situation of women in education systems and the impact of new
reforms, policies and trade rules on their condition. 

In the end, a narrower focus was agreed upon and the conference will be specifically for women
educators and students. In the interests of facilitating communication between the Women in
Education Network and the IDEA Coordinating committee, it was agreed that a Coordinating
Committee Meeting would be held in Morelia on October 29 and that both male and female
members of the committee would subsequently attend the Women, Globalization and Education
conference.

The Red SEPA will seek to finance one conference delegate from each country participating in
the IDEA process.  Other organizations may send delegates if they cover their own travel and
conference expenses. Organizations can send more than one delegate under the same conditions,
but decision-making will be by organization, not by individual delegates.

Concerns were raised by delegates that there was no point in organizing a hemispheric
conference if there are no regional infrastructures that will facilitate follow-up work. It was
agreed to hold a series of regional women’s network meetings prior to the Morelia conference.
The objectives of these meetings are to prepare information and proposals to bring to the
hemispheric gathering and to create regional women in education networks. Expenses for the
regional meetings will be covered by participating organizations and to reduce costs will be
"piggy-backed" on already planned regional educators or students’ conferences wherever
possible. The first of these will be the Andean region meeting that will meet in Guayaquil,
Ecuador June 18 and 19. The meeting will involve female students and educators from Bolivia,
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela.
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Adjournment: Although the meeting was scheduled to continue until 4:30 PM, it was adjourned
at 3:30 because the CSQ announced they would have to close their offices early due to escalating
conflicts between police and demonstrators on the streets outside.
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Appendix 1: IDEA Women in Education Network Seminar BBBB Delegates

April 16 Session (Note: All the delegates to the April 16 session, except Marie Josée Caron of
the CSQ, also participated in the second session April 20)

Name and position Organization e-mail or fax Address and
telephone

Christine Stewart -
Aboriginal
Women’s
Representative

BC Teachers’
Federation
(BCTF)

Cstewart@intergat
e.ca

100-550 West 6
Ave., Vancouver,
BC, V5Z 4P2
tel: 604 871 2283

Jinny Sims B Vice
President 

BCTF Jsims@bctf.bc.ca " "

Greer Kaiser B
Social Justice
Committee
Representative

BCTF Gkaiser@bctf.bc.ca " "

 Julia McCrae B
International
Solidarity
Committee
Representaitve

Surrey Teachers
Association

Macrae-
j@fc.sd36.bc.ca

2955 Fraser St.,
Vancouver, BC, V5T
3W2

Susie Ma B BCTF
Liaison

Vancouver
Elementary
School Teachers
Association,

Smah@gvdes.com
Smah@bctf.bc.ca

100-550 West 6
Ave., Vancouver,
BC, V5Z 4P2
tel: 604 294 5984

Marie Josée Caron
B Women’s
Commission 

Central des
Syndicats du
Quebec

Fax: 418 649 8800 320 Rue St. Joseph
Est, Bureau 100,
Quebec, PQ, G1K
9E7

Linda Shuto B
Director, 

CoDevelopment
Canada

Lshuto@bctf.bc.ca #101- 2747 E.
Hastings St.
Vancouver, BC, V5K
1Z8

Aracely Moreno -
President 

National Union of
Educators,
Ecuador (UNE)

Une@accessinter.n
et
Fax: 593 250 4226

Ascazubi 271 y 10
de agosto, Quito,
Ecuador, tel: 593
252 7666
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Jane Goyes, IDEA
Women’s Network
Hemispheric
Coordinator

UNE Janegoyes@hotma
il.com

" "

Leticia Sánchez
Farfán B  IDEA
Women’s Netowrk
regional
representaitve

Mexican Section,
Trinational
Coalition to
Defend Public
Education

Elrebozo@latinmail
.com
Elrebozo@yahoo.c
om

Tel: 524 324 6478
Morelia, Michoacán,
Mexico

Ana Maria Grajeda
B IDEA
Coordinating
Committee (Red
SEPA)
representative

Section IX B
National Union of
Education
Workers, Mexico

Anamanzo@compa
q.net.mx

Tel: 525 757 0011
Dolores Pozos, M-10
B L-15, Colonia
Ampliación G.
Hernandez, Mexico,
DF, CP 07080

Carolina Abrales
SfeirB  Southern
Cone Regional
Representative
IDEA Women’s
Network

Confederation of
Education
Workers of the
Republic of
Argentina,

Tel/fax: 5411 4300
5414
5411 4300 9294,
ctera@crera.org.ar

Chile 654 CP 1098,
Ciudad de Buenos
Aires, Argentina

Virginia Albert,
Caribbean regional
representative,
IDEA Women’s
Network

Caribbean Union
of Teachers

Albertv@candw.lc

Fax: 758 450 6748

Fond Assau Post
Office, Castries, St.
Lucia

Alma Nubia Turcios
de Díaz B Women’s
Secretary, Central
American Regional
Representative,
IDEA Women’s
Network

Federation of
Central American
Teachers
Organizations
(FOMCA)

Colprosumah@inte
r.data.hn
Fax: 504 237 4548

Tel: 504 237 4292
Barrio El Bosque,
Avenida España,
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, Apdo
Postal #145
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April 20 Session
Ines González
Nicolás, Executive
Committee

Union Women’s
Network -
Mexico 

Gonzanic@prodigy.n
et.mx

Calzada de
Tlalapan, 3183-B,
Col. Santa Ursula,
Coapa, CP 04870,
Mexico DF
Tel: 525 619
2072/610 4508

Elaine McQueen Grenada Union
of Teachers B
Caribbean Union
of Teachers
(CUT)

Mc_queenelaine@hot
mail.com

Tel: 473 442 1654
Cilebe Street,
Sauteurs, St.
Patricks, Grenada

Lubia Zuñiga Grupo de
Educación
Popular con
Mujeres (GEM)

Gemedugenero@laneta.
apc.org, fax: 525 619
0935

Cerrada de Tochtli
10, Santo Domingo,
Coyoacán, Mexico,
DF, 04369, Mexico

Floribeth López
Ugalde B President
SEC, CEA Vice-
President - Central
America,
MesoAmerican and
Caribbean ILO
representative  

International
Labour
Organization
Costa Rican
Education
Workers Union
(SEC)

Sintraco@sol.racsa.c
o.cr
Fax: 506 283 7079

Tel: 506 283
5360/281 0109
Apdo 65-34-1000,
San José Costa
Rica

María de la Luz
Arriaga Lemus

Union of
Workers of the
Autonomous
University of
México
(STUNAM)

Mariluz@servidor.una
m.mx

Tel: 525 641 3688

Bernarda López R. National
Educators
Association of
Nicaragua
(CGTEN-
ANDEN)

Fax: 505 311 2564
Anden@unanleon.ed
u.ni

Tel: 505 311 2564

Elizabeth Carlisle B
International
Secretary

Canadian
Federation of
Students

Fax: 613 232 0276
Ius@cfs-fcee.ca

170 Metcalfe St.,
Suite 500, Ottawa,
ON, K2P 
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Domingo Sánchez
BPermanent
National
Commission on
Education Reform
Representative

Alliance of
Mayan Peoples
of Guatemala
(COPMAGUA)

Fax: 502 472 4120
Cnpre@tutopia.com

6 Calle, 14-15, Zona
11, Colonia
Carabanchel,
Guatemala, CA

Larry Kuehn B
Director of
Research and
Technology

BC Teachers
Federation

Lkuehn@bctf.bc.ca, 
Fax: 604 871 2294

100-550 West 6
Ave., Vancouver,
BC, V5Z 4P2
tel: 604 871 2283

Sherry Philpot-
Adhikary B
International
Solidarity
Committee
Representative

BCTF Lp16@bctf.bc.ca P.O. Box 397
Keremeos, BC, V0X
1N0, Canada

David Chudnovsky
- President

BCTF Dchudnovsky@bctf.b
c.ca

100-550 West 6
Ave., Vancouver,
BC, V5Z 4P2
tel: 604 871 2283

Josue Arevalo -
President

Federation of
Costa Rican
University
Students
(FEUCR)

joarvi@yahoo.com Frente al Salón
Comunal del
Porvenir de
Desamparados,
casa de rejas
verdes, muro negro.
Desamparados,
San José, Costa
Rica.

Luis Ricardo Garcia
B Secretario
General

Costa Rican
Education
Workers Union
(SEC)

Sintraco@sol.racsa.c
o.cr
Ricardo~garcia52@y
upimail.com

Tel: 506 281 0109

José Luis Trochez
B Secretario de
Finanzas

Honduran
Teachers
Professional
College
(COLPROSUMA
H)

Colprosumah@interdata
.hn

Fax: 504 237 4548

Tel: 504 237 4292 
Barrio El Bosque,
Avenida España,
Tegucigalpa MPC,
Honduras, Apdo.
Postal 145
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Alcides Guevara
Cortes B Secretary
of Cultural and
Enironmental
Affairs

COLPROSUMA
H

Fax: 504 237 4548 " "

Gilberth Díaz
Vásquez -
President

Federation of
Central
American
Teachers’
Organizations
(FOMCA)

Gilberthdiaz@hotmail
.com

Tel: 506 2283 5360
apdo 65-34-1000,
San José Costa
Rica

Dante V. Donoso Chilean Alliance
for Responsible
and Fair Trade
(ACJR)

Alianzay@etainternet.cl

Attacchile@terra.cl

Tel: 562 341 6597,
562 364 1738
Seminario 774,
Nuñoa, Santiago,
Chile

Jocelyn Berthlot B
Director of
Research

Central des
Syndicats du
Quebec

Berthelot.jocelyn@csq.
qc.ca

Fax: 418 649 8800

320 Rue St. Joseph
Est, Bureau 100,
Quebec, PQ, G1K
9E7

Tania Guerra SINASEFE Dm@sinasefe.com.br
fax: 055 532 78 6100

XV Novembro B
666/902 96015-000,
Pelotas-RS, Brasil
Tel: (055) 532
253270/982 2703

Osvaldo Fernández Association of
Uruguayan
University
Workers
(AFUTU)

Fax: 5982 400 1749
Afutu@adiact.com.uy

Ieassada@adinct.co
m.uy

Fernando Rodal -
President

Confederation of
American
Educators - CEA

Ceapresidencia@hotmai
l.com
fax: 598 270 94507

Tel: 525 510 9615

Carlos Augusto
Abicalil - President

National
Confederation of
Education
Workers B Brasil
(CNTE)

Cnte@cnte.org.br

Fax: 55 61 225 2685

Tel: 55 61 225 1003
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Juçara Dutra Vieira CNTE Jvieira@myway.com.br
presidencia@cpers.or
g.br

Nunes Machado,
411/04, 90130-080
Porto Alegre, Brazil
Tel: 055 51 217
4562

Francisco Das
Chagas Fernan

CNTE Fchagas@operamail.cd
m

Fax: 55 61 225 2685

Tel: 55 61 225 1003
" "

Luis Villacis Frente Popular Frentepopular@hotm
ail.com

Ascazubi 271 y 10
de agosto, Quito,
Ecuador, tel: 593
252 7666

José Alejandro
Ventura B
Education
Secretary

FOMCA Fax: 504 232 3340 IPREMA Boulevar
Miraflores,
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, Tel: 504
232 7383/ 232 4036

Luis Abreu Mejias B
General Secretary

National Union
of Education,
Science and
Sports Workers
(SNTECD)

fax:  (537)  33 54
08

Tel: (537) 792
096/781 477/700 872
San Carlos y
Peñalver, 4to Piso
#408, La Habana,
Cuba

Marcelo Mango B
Education
Secretary

CTERA Tel/fax: 5411 4300
5414
5411 4300 9294,
ctera@ctera.org.ar

Chile 654 CP 1098,
Ciudad de Buenos
Aires, Argentina

Marta Maffei B Vice
President, South
America

Education
International

Tel/fax: 5411 4300
5414
5411 4300 9294,
ctera@ctera.org.ar

Chile 654 CP 1098,
Ciudad de Buenos
Aires, Argentina

Byron Farquharson Jamaica
Teachers
Association B
Caribbean Union
of Teachers

97 Church St.,
Kingston, Jamaica
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Mario Ernesto
Rivera B Education
Secretary

Latin American
and Caribbean
Students
Organization
(OCLAE)

Fax: 537 226 168
Oclae@jcce.org.cu

Mers33@latinmail.co
m

Calle 36 #710 /7 y
17, Miramar,
Municpio Playa, La
Habana, Cuba

David Villareal
Velasco

Coordinadora
Nacional de
Sindicatos
Universitarios
(SITUAM)

Dvillareal@correoweb.
com.mx fax: 525 762
1060

Tel: 525 532
3606/593 5104
Calzada Tlalpan
1030, Colonia
Nativitas, Mexico
DF

Urban Dolor St. Lucia
Teachers Union
B Caribbean
Union of
Teachers (CUT)

Dolourb2@candw.lc Tel: 758 452 4469
Box 821
La Clery, Castries,
St. Lucia

Adolf Cameron CUT Mendez@teacher.co
m

Tel: 988 1549
97 Church St.,
Kingston Jamaica

Colin Greene -
President

CUT B Antigua
and Barbuda
Union of
Teachers

Teachersunion@cand
w.ag

PO Box 853,
Antigua

Geovani Atarihuana
- President

E cuadoran
University
Students
Federation
(FEUE)

C/o UNE
Ascazubi 271 y 10
de agosto, Quito,
Ecuador, tel: 593
252 7666

Steve Stewart B
Meeting
Coordinator

CoDevelopment
Canada

Steve@intouch.bc.ca #101 B 2747 East
Hastings Street,
Vancouver, BC V5K
1Z8, Canada

50 delegates 36 organizations 18 countries
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IDEA Women in Education Seminar 

Agenda

CSQ Building – 320 Rue St. Joseph, Est, Quebec City, Quebec

9:00 to 3:30 April 16, 2001

9:00 – Introductions

9:30 – Objectives of the IDEA Women’s Network and approval of Agenda – Jane Goyes – Union
National de Educadores de Ecuador

10:00 – Regional Women’s Network Reports – Caribbean, Canada, Mexico, Central America,
the Andes, Southern Cone of South America

11:00 – The Situation of women in education organizations in the Americas – Leticia Sánchez
Farfán – Mexican Section of the Trinational Coalition to Defend Public Education.

12:00 – Impact of the FTAA on female educators, parents and students – Round table

1:00 – Lunch

1:45 – Planning for the Hemisferic IDEA Women in Education Conference

- Setting the agenda 
- Themes to consider
- Organizations to invite
- Date and place of  Continental Conference

3:30 – Meeting Adjourns

Seminar sponsored by CoDevelopment Canada and the John Holmes Fund
of the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development



15

Civil Society Network for Public Education in the Americas BBBB IDEA

General Meeting

Room: 103, CSQ Building, 320 Rue St. Joseph Est, Quebec City, Quebec
9:00 – 14:45, Friday, April 20, 2001

Agenda

11:00 – Introductions

11:30 – Report from the Red SEPA Coordinating Committee on the activities and research
carried out by the Network since the Quito Hemispheric IDEA Conference.

12:00 – Evaluation and discussion of the work of the Red SEPA

12:45 – Report of the IDEA Women in Education Network and discussion of the themes and
agenda for the Red SEPA Continental Conference of Women in Education planned for the
upcoming year.

3:30 – The future of the Red SEPA
- New activities and research to be done by the Network
- How can the network best contribute to the plan of action agreed upon at the

Hemispheric Forum on Education of the People’s Summit?
4:30 – Meeting Adjourns


