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1.0 Introduction

An emergency is generally deemed to exist when the following criteria are met:

C A pest outbreak occurs that can cause significant economic, environmental or health problems;
C There is no product registered in Canada for the control of the pest;
C There is no alternative control method available;

The process outlined in this document addresses emergency pest situations and is not intended to
serve as a regulatory option in ongoing pest problems or where there is an ongoing need for a
registered product to fill a void where no registered product is available.

Under the provisions of section 17(1) of the Pest Control Products Regulations, the Minister may
register a control product, for a period not exceeding one year, for the emergency control of pest
infestations that are seriously detrimental to public health, domestic animals, natural resources or other
things.

Since emergency registrations require fast action, it will be necessary, in most cases, to focus efforts
on products that are already registered in Canada and have previously been subjected to a major
review. When no acceptable registered product is available, consideration may be given to products
that are under evaluation. Those products with major safety concerns cannot be considered. There
must be reason to believe that the proposed product is safe and efficacious for the emergency use.

Emergency registration is usually sponsored by the provincial or federal agency involved in the direct
management of the pest problem. In many instances, the sponsor is likely to be a joint task force
involving both federal and provincial agencies, as well as other interested parties. The sponsor is
responsible for providing the necessary information to support the proposed registration. The
documentation will be evaluated by Plant Industry Directorate officials in consultation with advisors in
other federal agencies. Registration would not take place without the support or consent of the
registrant. The sponsor should have written company support before making an application for
emergency registration. In some cases, a registrant may not wish to assume normal product liability. It
is important to recognize that uncertain liability and shared responsibility are implicit in this type of
registration.

In an emergency, there may not be time to have a fully labelled product available for users. However,
a supplemental label, approved by officials in the Plant Industry Directorate, listing acceptable use
directions and precautions must accompany the product at the point of use. It is the responsibility of
the sponsor/applicant to see that this is done.

Subject to time constraints and at the Minister’s discretion, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada may
use whatever means deemed appropriate to inform the public of the emergency situation. This
includes, when possible, notifying persons that may be affected.
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A registration certificate marked “EMERGENCY REGISTRATION” will be issued if the application
is judged acceptable. Special terms and conditions, such as additional precautionary label statements,
additional studies or post-use monitoring, may be imposed. The registration would be valid for the
duration of the emergency, but does not exceed one year. If the emergency recurs, the sponsor may
request the extension of the registration. It is the responsibility of the sponsor to ensure that any
additional information required is submitted before an extension can be considered.

Note: Emergency registrations of pest control products may require action under other legislation
such as the Food and Drugs Act and Regulations. Emergency registrations can only proceed when
all of the applicable legislation has been satisfied. The applicants should be aware that some additional
data may be required and appropriate time allowances for evaluation should be made. In certain
cases, the time constraints for appropriate evaluation and establishment of Maximum Residue Limits
for food uses may preclude the support of the request for emergency registration under the Pest
Control Products Act and Regulations.

2.0 Application for Registration

Consideration for emergency registration must be requested in writing by the Deputy Minister (or
official designee) of the federal or provincial agency involved. An Application for New or Amended
Registration form (AGR1170) and a proposed label should accompany each request. When a
provincial organization wishes to submit a request, it should either be submitted through a provincial
pesticide regulatory agency or include a statement from the provincial regulatory agency supporting
the application.

3.0 Information Requirements

The requests must include the following information:

3.1 Description of Emergency Situation

A brief description of the emergency should be provided. It must include:

C scientific and common names of pest or pest complex;
C scope of the problem;
C an explanation of why the pest was not previously a problem;
C criteria to determine when an emergency exists; e.g., when a specific percent of crop is

infested.
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3.2 Pesticide(s) Proposed for Use

C common, trade and chemical (IUPAC) names for pesticide(s) proposed;
C Canadian Registration Number or Research Permit Number (the US EPA registration

number, if the proposed pesticide is an EPA-registered product);
C rate and number of applications;
C application method(s);
C quantity of active ingredient and/or product per application;
C proposed pre-harvest interval, if for crop use;
C location of pest infestation and proposed treatment (maps or latitude/longitudes should be

provided);
C total hectares (or other units), which should not be in excess of the need to deal with the

emergency;
C length of time that the material must be available in order to cope with the current

problem;
C whether adequate supply/inventory of product is available to meet this need;
C whether products have to be imported/relabelled;
C data supporting efficacy of proposed product(s) and other health or environmental data,

as required.

If the sponsor is relying on data previously submitted to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada the
data should be referenced by citation of appropriate Canadian Registration Number or
Submission Number.

3.3 Benefits and Losses

Applicants should discuss the anticipated benefits, economic or otherwise, and losses that
would occur with and without the emergency registration. For example, the discussion of
economics for agricultural uses should include the following:

C cost of production of crop over the past four years and an estimation for the upcoming
crop year;

C crop yields over the past four years, and a comparison of expected yield with and without
the proposed treatment;

C price received for crop (in appropriate units) over the past four years and an estimation of
the price for the upcoming season;

C an estimation of the percentage of the pest controlled with registered pesticides over the
past four years;

C an estimation of percentage of the pest expected to be controlled during the upcoming
crop year with registered pesticides and with the pesticide proposed for emergency
registration;

C resulting comparison of expected value of crop, with and without the proposed treatment.
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If the information is not available (e.g., in cases of the occurrence of a new pest at an
established site), an applicant should explain the lack of availability of information and discuss
anticipated economic benefits and losses in other appropriate terms.

For emergency uses other than agriculture, a comparison of expected impact with and without
the proposed treatment should be provided.

3.4 Discussion of Currently Registered Pesticides and Alternative Control Methods

All pesticides currently registered for the stated site/pest combination, as well as all relevant
alternative control measures must be identified. Also, an in-depth explanation must be given
explaining why these are ineffective or cannot be used to cope with the emergency. Evidence
such as field data, statements by qualified experts and/or copies of relevant reference to
provincial or federal reports must be submitted in support of this determination. It is important
that the explanation fully cover the ineffectiveness or lack of availability of registered pesticides.
Statements such as “registered pesticides are no longer effective” are considered to be vague
and will not suffice. Available empirical data supporting such claims must be submitted.

The Plant Industry Directorate will notify registrants of products that are no longer effective to
ensure that appropriate action is taken to amend their labels by deleting or modifying the claims.

Please direct any inquiries regarding this document to:

Pest Management Regulatory Agency
Health Canada
2250 Riverside Drive
A.L. 6606D1
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0K9
Telephone: 1-800-267-6315


