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The Condition
of Canada’s Housing Stock
MHC requiresinformationon thephysi-
calconditionof Canada’sdwellingsfor

housingresearch,policy developmentandpro-
gramdelivery.Oneof thewaysthis informa-
tion is gatheredisby askingoccupantsto
assesstheconditionof their own unitsandto
classifythemby degreeof needfor repair.

Since 1982,CMHChassponsored
anoccupantself-assessment“needfor repair”
questionon theHouseholdFacilitiesand
Equipment(HFE)surveys,which areadminis-
teredas supplementsto the StatisticsCanada
LabourForceSurvey(LFS).This issueof
Research& DevelopmentHighlightspresents
theresultsthatwere acquiredthroughoutthe
1980sfrom thefollowing question:

Is thisdwelling in needof anyrepairs?(Do
not includedesirableremodelling,additions,
conversionsor energyimprovements.)

• Yes, majorrepairsareneeded(to cor-
rect,for example,corrodedpipes,damaged
electricalwiring, saggingfloors,bulging
walls,dampwalls andceilings,crumbling
foundation,rottingporchesandsteps).

• Yes,minor repairs are needed(to cor-
rect,for example,smallcracksin interior
walls andceilings,brokenlight fixturesand
switches,leakingsinks,crackedorbroken
window panes,somemissingshinglesor
siding,somepeelingpaint).
Cette publication est aussi disponible en fran~ais sous le
• No, only regularmaintenanceis needed(for example,painting,
leakingfaucets,cloggedguttersoreavestroughs).

DegreeofNeedofRepair
About onequarterof Canadianhouseholdsregularly reportthat their
dwelling needseitherminoror majorrepairs.Minor repairshave
increasedwhile thereportedneedfor majorrepairdeclinedthroughout
the 1980s.
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titre L’6tat du parc de logements au Canada.



Need for Dwellin g Uni t Repai r —

Need For Repair
• major  14.1/10.9 13.4/10.8 11.0/9.7 11.0/8.8 10.3/9.6
• minor  14.1/16.3 12.6/16.0 15.1/17.5 15.7/18.0 13.5/17.4

Regula r Maintenance  71.8/72.8 74.1/73.2 73.9/72.7 73.3/73.2 76.2/73.0
(no repair)

Age of Stock  Need For Repair
(%) Major  Minor  Maintenanc e Only

Built
• befor e 1941 17.8 38.4 24.9 13.6
• 1941-1960 22.4 26.0 27.5 20.9
• 1981-1970 19.3 16.2 20.4 19.4
• 1971-1980 26.2 17.3 22.6 28.1
• 1981-1989 14.3 1.9 4.5 17.9

Household s by Need For Repair
Settlemen t Size Major  Minor  Maintenanc e Only

(%)
Urban Areas
• 100,000+ 60.1 47.6 55.3 62.3
• .<100,000 23.7 26.3 25.7 23.4

Rural Areas  16.2 26.1 19.0 14.3

1982 1985 1987 1988 1989
own/rent  own/rent  own/rent  own/rent  own/rent

Need For Repai r By Age of Dwellin g — 1989 Surve y Data

Need For Repai r By Settlemen t Size — 1989 Surve y Data
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NeedFor Repair By Tenureof
Household
Need formajor dwelling repair is reported
moreoften by owners than renters.Thiswas
still the case in 1989 even though the propor-
tion of ownersreporting need for major repair
declined throughout the 1980s.

NeedFor Repair
andAgeof theStock
Thebelief that the need for major repair
isgreatest in theoldest stock isconfirmed by
household reports. Though less pronounced,
the samerelationship holds for minorrepair.
As data show, stock of all ages is reported
in needof regular maintenance.

The Geography
of theNeed for Dwelling Repair

Housing stock condition variesby sizeof set-
tlement and region. Thegreatest concentration
of dwellingsin needof major repair occurs in
rural areas, where homeownership isparticu-
larly high. (As indicated above, homeowners
consistently report moreneed of major repair
than do renters.)

Regionally, thehighest concentration
of households reporting theneed for major
repair is in the Atlantic. Throughout the 1980s,
while just eight percent of Canada’s house-
holdsresided in the region, about 12 percent
of thosereporting need formajor repair were
Atlantic households.
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HouseholdIncome,
Ageof Head andtheNeed for Repai

Two beliefsarecommonly held: the poor and
the elderly moreoften live in dwellingsneed-
ing repair. While the information presented
hereconfirms the first belief, it shows the sec-
ond to be untrue.

Dwellings in need of major repair are
morecommonly occupied by lower income
households. By 1989, households of thelowest
incomequintile were60 percent more likely
than those of thehighest quintile to reporta
need for major dwelling repair. On the other
hand, it was households led by the non-elderly
rather than the elderly that were 20per cent
morelikely to report that their dwellings need-
ed major repair.

Inconclusion, with up to 25 per cent of
Canada’s housing stock regularly in need
of repair, appropriate investment in upkeep is
critical.
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Need for Major Repair By Household Income — 0/0

First quIntIle 22.7 24.7 21.7 23.6
Second quintile 22.9 21.8 22.4 22.2
Third quintile 19.2 19.6 20.8 22.1
Fourth quintIle 19.1 18.2 18.8 17.4
Fifth quIntIle 16.0 15.7 16.3 14.7

1982 1985 1987 1988 1989
~65/65. ~65/65. ~65/65+~65/65+~65/65+

Need For Repair
• major 13.0/12.6 12.6/11.4 10.8/9.5 10.5/8.9 10.4/8.5
• minor 15.2/13.4 14.3/11.5 16.8/12.3 17.3/13.0 15.7/11.9

Regular Maintenance 71.8/73.9 73.0/77.0 72.4/78.2 72.2/78.1 73.9/79.5
(no repair)

Income QuIntIle 1985 1987 1988 1989

Need For Repair By Age of Household Head
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Canada
This research highlight is aresult of the work
carried out in the Research Division of Canada
Mortgageand Housing Corporation. Forfur-
ther information, contact: Mr. J. Engeland,
Researcher of Housing NeedsAnalysis at
(613) 748-2799 or Josde Garneau, Program
PlanningAnalyst at (613) 748-2697.
The Corporation assumes no liabilit y for any dama
result of thispublication.

Rese
TheResearch and International Affairs
Directorateof CMHC carriesout and finances
abroad rangeof research on the social, eco-
nomic, and technical aspectsof housing. This
CMHC Research and Development Highlight
Sheet isone of a series intended to briefly
inform you of the nature and scopeof these
activities.

Formore information on CMHC housing
research, contact:

TheCanadian Housing Information Centre
CanadaMortgageand Housing Corporation
Building C-200
700 Montreal Road
Ottawa, Ontario
KlA 0P7

(613) 748-2367
ge, injury, or expense that may happen as a
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