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1. Executive summary

This study uses datafrom theYouthin Transition Survey (YITS) to identify three
pathways taken by high school graduates by the age of 20 and to examine the
factors related to the choice of one pathway versus another. The three pathways
are: participation in post-secondary education right after high school, delayed post-
secondary participation, and non-participation in post-secondary education. The
young people who took these pathways are referred to asright-awayers, delayers
and no-goers, respectively.

A comparison of right-awayers and delayers revealed that the two groups
differed with respect to certain demographic, school-related and post-secondary
financing factors. Among these factorswere province of residence, identification
and involvement in the social and academic aspectsof school, overall grade average,
participation in part-time work during high school, and scholarships received for
funding post-secondary education. When thefactorswereincluded inan analysis
to determine how each predicted that someone might be adelayer instead of aright-
awayer, the study found that living in Newfoundland and Labrador, Manitoba or
Alberta, not being socially involved in school, and not receiving a scholarship or
grant predicted delayed post-secondary education enrolment.

The comparison of right-awayers and no-goers found that these two groups
differed regarding demographic, family-related and school-related factors. Some
of these factors included gender, having a child, province of residence, parents
highest level of education and their feelings about theimportance of post-secondary
education, overall grade average, and participation in part-time work during high
school. These factors were then included in the analysis to evaluate how each
predicted that someone might be ano-goer rather than aright-awayer. It wasfound
that many of them, particularly having achild, having parentswith lower levels of
education, and having alow overall grade average, predicted non-enrolment in a
post-secondary program.

Thisstudy of pathwaysrepresentsafirst ook at thetransition from high school.
Subsequent analysis using additional cycles of data over different pointsin time
will allow for adeeper understanding of thistransition and its various outcomes.
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2. Introduction

Thebenefitsof investing in apost-secondary education have been well documented.
In the age of increased globalization and international competition, both the public
and private sectors are looking to maximize the potential skills and abilities of
individuals. Moving directly to a post-secondary program from secondary school,
completing it within the expected time frame, and moving into a career related to
one'sfield of study isbelieved by someto result in the greatest social, economic,
and personal returns from post-secondary education attendance (Hearn, 1992;
Henchey, 1998). Many studentsadhereto this*“traditional” post-secondary enrolment
pattern. However, many students follow alternative pathways, two of which are
delayed entry into a post-secondary program, and not pursuing a
post-secondary education at all (Hearn, 1992; Carroll, 1989; Henchey, 1998;
L ooker, 2001).

Previousresearch has shown that high school graduateswho delay their post-
secondary education have certain characteristicsthat differentiate them from high
school graduateswho enroll in apost-secondary institution immediately after high
school. For example, Hearn (1987, 1992) and Eagle and Schmitt (1990) found that
high school graduateswho delay their post-secondary education were morelikely
to be male, to come from lower socio-economic statusfamilies, to beenrolledina
non-academic high school program, and to have lower tested ability and lower
school grades. Perceived lack of financial support (Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador, 1998; Frost, 1980; Erickson, Kimmel, Murphy, & Newcomer, 1976)
and indecision about career were also found to be factors that cause delay
(Government of Newfoundland and L abrador, 1998).

Young adults who decide not to pursue a post-secondary education at all
have been found to be different from those who enroll in apost-secondary program.
Severa studies have shown that males, rural youth, and Aborigina youth were
morelikely to decide not to pursue a post-secondary education (Butlin, 1999; Clift
et a., 1997; University of Alberta, 2001; Sarkar & Stallard, 1997). Low parental
income, low parental education, and coming from asingle parent family werealso
found to be relevant factors in not pursuing a post-secondary education (Butlin,
1999; Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, 1998; Lowe & Krahn, 2000;
University of Alberta, 2001). And, non-academic high school stream and low
academic performance have been identified as characteristics of individuals who
werelesslikely to pursue post-secondary education (Andres & Krahn, 1999; Butlin,
1999; L ooker, 1994; Perron, 1996).

“ Catalogue no. 81-595-MIE2003006
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WHAT 1s YITS?

The Youth in Transition Survey (YITS) is a new Canadian longitudinal survey sponsored by
Human Resources Development Canada and designed to examine the major transitions
in young people’s lives, particularly with respect to education, training and work. Survey
results provide a deeper understanding of the nature and causes of challenges young
people face as they manage these transitions. The survey will help support policy planning
and decision making that addresses these problems.

YITS will enable analysis of key transitions in the lives of youth, such as the transition
from high school to post-secondary education and from schooling to the labour market.
The factors that determine high school completion are examined, as well as the effects of
school experiences on educational and occupational outcomes, and the contribution of
work experience programs, part-time jobs, and volunteer activities. To collect this
information, current plans are to survey the same group of young people every two
years, over a period of several years. The first survey cycle of YITS took place in early
2000 and the second cycle followed in 2002.

Two different age groups are participating in YITS, the 18- to 20-year-old cohort,
and the 15-year-old cohort who also participated in the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA). Results for the 18- to 20-year-old cohort can be found in At a
Crossroads: First results for the 18 to 20-year-old cohort of the Youth in Transition Survey
(81-591-XIE, free). Results for the 15-year-old cohort can be found in Measuring up: the
Performance of Canada’s youth in reading, mathematics, and science — OECD PISA Study -
First results for Canadians aged 15 (81-590-XIE, free). These reports are available through
the Internet at www.statcan.ca.

3. Purpose of the study

The purpose of thisstudy isto provide someinsight into the demographic, family-
related, school-related, and financing factors that may be associated with ayoung
person’s choice of an ‘alternative’ pathway versus ‘traditional’ pathway to post-
secondary education. In other words, what might predict delaying post-secondary
attendance versus going right after high school? And what might predict not
continuing on to post-secondary at al? To answer these questions, three groups of
high school graduates from the Youth in Transition Survey (YITS) data of 18 to
20-year-olds collected in 2000 were examined: 20 year-old ‘right-awayers’,
20year-old ‘delayers and 20 year-old ‘ no-goers’ (seebox below).

WHAT IS A RIGHT-AWAYER, A DELAYER AND A NO-GOER?

A right-awayer is high school graduate who enrolled in a post-secondary program within
12 months of graduating from high school.

A delayer is a high school graduate who delayed his/her enrolment in a post-secondary
program by more than 12 months after high school graduation.

A no-goer is a high school graduate who had been out of high school for more than
12 months and had not yet enrolled in a post-secondary program.

Only those respondents who were 20 years of age at the time of interview were
included in these three groups. The age of 20 was selected because it was the one age at
which all respondents, regardless of province, had the highest likelihood of being out of
high school for at least 12 months, thus allowing for an equal opportunity to fall into any
one of the three categories. For a more detailed explanation of the categorization
process, please see part | of Appendix A.

Of the study’s sample, 62% were right-awayers, 20% were delayers and 18% were
no-goers.
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Because therespondentsincluded in thisstudy wererelatively young and as
such could not have been out of high school for along time, thisresearch study was
designed to provide afoundation for further research on theissue of delaying or not
going to post-secondary rather than to fully explain thefactors associated with these
two events. Asalongitudinal survey, theY I TSwill provide moreinformation about
these respondentsin the next cyclesthat inturn will help to better explain thefactors
associated with longer delay of post-secondary education or non-enrolment in post-
secondary by amuch older age.

For the purpose of this study, a postsecondary program was defined as any
formal educational program above high school that would take 3 or more monthsto
complete and would end with the awarding of a diploma, certificate, or degree
abovethe high school level. IntheY I TS such programsinclude those offered at: a
university, auniversity college (that may grant auniversity degree), acommunity
collegeor CEGER, apublicly-funded technical institute or atrade/vocational school,
aprivate businessschool, aprivatetraining institute, aQuebec secondary school or
school board, or another school above high school.
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4. Three pathways

Presented below are comparisons of the alternative pathway takers—‘the delayers
and ‘the no-goers —with thereferencegroup, ‘ theright-awayers . Only significant
differences are discussed. Each characteristic isdefined in part |1 of Appendix A,
and all comparisons can be foundin Table B1 in Appendix B.

4a. A comparison of delayers and right-awayers

Several basic characteristics were considered to compare delayers and the right-
awayers, but only a few significant differences were observed. Provincialy,
Newfoundland and Labrador had the highest proportion of delayers (31%). The
smallest proportions of delayers, on the other hand, were in Nova Scotia (15%),
New Brunswick (16%), and Quebec and Saskatchewan (17%). With respect to
language, asignificantly higher proportion of delayersascompared to right-awayers
spoke English astheir mother tongue (70% versus 57%).

Regarding high school experience, delayerswere not asengaged in school as
right-awayers, either academically or socially (see box). Also, delayerstended to
havelower marksin high school. While only about 37% of delayersreported having
ahigh school average over 80%, over half of right-awayersreported such an average.
A smaller proportion of delayers reported having all friends planning to attend a
post-secondary institution as compared to right-awayers (32% versus 41%).

WHAT IS ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT?

Academic engagement refers to a student’s identification with and behavioural
involvement in the academic aspects of school including their dealings with teachers,
curriculum and school governance.

Social engagement refers to a student’s identification with and involvement in the
social aspects of school life. Social aspects of school life include informal, out-of-classroom
interests and activities associated with school such as students’ relationships with peers
and their extracurricular activities.

A higher proportion of delayersworked at ajob for pay during their last year
of high school, and also worked longer hours; approximately 20% of delayers
reported working 20 to 30 hours aweek, while only 12% of right-awayersdid so.
Also, fewer delayersdid not work at all during high school.

Post-secondary financing factors appeared to differentiate the delayersfrom
theright-awayers. A smaller proportion of delayersreceived scholarships, awards,
or prizes (21% versus 33%) compared to right-awayers.
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More no-goers were
male as compared to
right-awayers

A higher proportion
of no-goers had a
dependent child as
compared to right-
awayers

Parents’ education was
related to non-
enrolment in post-
secondary education

No-goers were less
involved in school and
worked more hours for
pay in their last year of
high school compared

to right-awayers

4b. A comparison of no-goers and right-awayers

The patterns of differences between no-goers and right-awayers were in several
instances comparabl e to those observed for delayers and right-awayers, however
the magnitude and the significance of the differencesvaried.

Thereweresevera individua characteristicsthat differentiated no-goersfrom
right-awayers. A higher proportion of no-goers were male (58% versus 45%)
compared to right-awayers. A much higher proportion of no-goers had learned
English as their mother tongue (80% versus 57%). Fewer no-goers were from a
visibleminority group.

Theincidenceof marriageand children appeared to berelated to post-secondary
attendance. Overall, twice the proportion of no-goers compared to right-awayers
(12% versus 6%) was married. However, when genderswere considered separately,
thisrelationship held for females only as more than twice as many no-goer females
were married as compared to femal e right-awayers. Three times the proportion of
no-goers reported having children (6% versus 2%) as compared to right-awayers.
When gender was|ooked at separately, over twice as many femal e no-goers stated
that they had children and four timesthe proportion of male no-goersreported having
dependants.

Although the majority of both right-awayers and no-goerslived in an urban
area, a higher proportion of no-goers compared to right-awayers lived in a rural
community (25% versus 17%). The provinces with the highest rate of no-goers
(approximately 30%) were Prince Edward | dand, Saskatchewan, Albertaand British
Columbia, whereas Quebec had the lowest rate at 6%.

A much smaller proportion of no-goershad aparent with auniversity degree
(14%) as compared to right-awayers (36%). With respect to family background, it
was observed that ahigher proportion of no-goers had three or more siblings (29%)
ascompared to right-awayers (18%). Also, ahigher proportion of no-goersreported
less favourabl e parental influences regarding furthering their education past high
school. Where less than 50% of no-goers reported that their parents thought
continuing education after high school was very important, about 80% of right-
awayersreported the same.

When considering high school experience, no-goers tended to be less
academically and socially engaged in school. Nineteen percent of no-goers were
not very academically engaged as compared to 8% of right-awayers, and 15% of
no-goerswere not very socially engaged as compared to 9% of right-awayers. No-
goers had lower marks. Only about 21% of them reported having agrade average
over 80% while about 54% of right-awayers reported such an average. Further,
where 17% of no-goers reported that few or none of their friends planned on
furthering their education after high school, 6% of right-awayersreported this. And,
alower proportion of no-goers attended a private high school.
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Itispossiblethat during thelast year in high school no-goers may have been
thinking more in terms of entering the labour force rather than continuing on to
post-secondary. A higher proportion of them had taken acoursein career planning
and an even higher proportion had taken a course that allowed them to spend some
timewith an employer ascompared to theright-awayers. Further, ahigher proportion
of no-goers compared to right-awayers had worked at ajob for pay during their last
year of high school, and twice the proportion worked more than 20 hours per week
ascompared to right-awayers.

Substance use was not frequent for either group during the last year of high
school, but a higher proportion of no-goers than right-awayers used marijuana or
hash more than once a week. Similarly, a higher proportion of no-goers drank
alcoholic beverages more than once aweek.
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Newfoundland and
Labrador, Manitoba
and Alberta residents
were the most likely to
delay, whereas
residents of Quebec
were the least likely to
do so

5. The effect of selected factors on the
odds of delaying or not enrolling in a
post-secondary program

To determine the degree to which the variables described in the previous section
wereeffectivein predicting delayed or non-enrolment in post-secondary education,
amultivariatelogigtic regresson wasused. Thisallowed for theeffect of each variable
on the outcome to be considered while accounting for the presence of the other
variables. Separate analyses were done to compare delayers to right-awayers and
no-goersto right-awayers. Thelist of al variablesincluded in these analyses appears
in Table B2 in Appendix B. The results are presented in Tables B3 and B4 in the
same appendix. Detail s about the methodol ogy are presented in Appendix C.

PREDICTION IS NOT CAUSALITY

The purpose of this type of analysis is to identify the degree to which certain factors
predict an outcome. Prediction, however, does not imply causality. There is an important
distinction between the two which is illustrated by the following example:

Suppose that a researcher is interested in determining what predicts the advent of
winter. Two variables are identified: “trees have lost their leaves” and “birds flying south”.
The result of the analysis indicates that both variables are fairly good predictors of
winter, that is, when they are observed it is very likely that winter is coming. However,
clearly neither of these variables causes winter.

This example reinforces that one cannot say that prediction is the same as causality.
Therefore, although many factors identified in this paper may be good predictors of
either delaying or not attending post-secondary, the reader should not assume that they
also cause these outcomes.

5a. Province, level of social engagement in high school, and
financing factors were related to delayed enrolment

Among demographic characteristics, only province of residence appeared to be a
significant predictor of delayed post-secondary enrolment. Respondentswho lived
in Newfoundland and L abrador, Manitoba, and Albertawere more likely to delay
thelr post-secondary education as compared to Ontario residents!. Specifically, the
oddsof delaying post-secondary education were 1.5to 2 timeshigher for respondents
who lived in these three provinces than for their peersin Ontario. On the other
hand, the odds of delaying enrolment in a post-secondary institution for Quebec
residents were approximately 1.6 times lower compared to respondents living in
Ontario. One possible explanation is that there are several education systemsin
Canada and they differ by province. For example, the CEGEP system in Quebec
facilitatesarelatively easy transition from high school to apost-secondary ingtitution
thusfewer delaysin post-secondary enrolment were expected in this province.

1 In this study, Ontario was chosen as areference group because it had the largest sample size.
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WHAT DOES THE “ODDS OF DELAYING OR NOT GOING”” MEAN?
The “odds of delaying or not going” refers to the interpretation of the odds ratios that
are presented in Tables B3 and B4.

Odds ratios allow the user to interpret the independent effect of a variable on the
outcome in a regression model. An odds ratio is generated for each category within a
variable, with one category selected as the “reference category” so that each odds ratio
within the variable is interpreted relative to the reference category.

Residents of the other Canadian provinceswere similar to Ontariansin terms
of thelikelihood of post-secondary education delay.

None of the family-related factorswere found to be significant predictors of
delayed post-secondary enrolment. From among the variables that described the
high school experience, only social engagement and grade average were found to
be significantly predictive of delaying post-secondary education. The odds of
delaying post-secondary enrolment for respondents who reported low social
engagement in high school were almost twice as high compared to their peerswith
high levels of social engagement. A possible explanation may be that a lack of
positive social high school experience might have negatively affected pursuing more
educationimmediately after high school.

The odds of delaying post-secondary education were more than twice ashigh
for young people whose high school grade average was 70-79% and more than 3
timeas high for young people whose grade average was | ess than 70% compared to
their peers with a grade average or 90% or more. It is not surprising that having
lower marks in school was associated with a delay of post-secondary. Itislikely
that having low markswould have negatively affected one's chance of getting into
certain programsor ingtitutionsthus causing adelay in enrolment if onewasrejected
by a chosen program and had no other program in mind.

Certain sources of funding of post-secondary education were related to the
timing of post-secondary enrolment. Respondentswho did not receive scholarships
or grants or bursaries were more likely to delay their post-secondary program
enrolment compared to their peerswho did receive such funding. Although receiving
ascholarship is often dependent on one's academic achievement during previous
yearsof schooling, it isimportant to remember that self-reported grade average had
already been accounted for in thisanalysis. Therefore, not receiving ascholarship
or grant or bursary also independently increased the odds of delaying post-secondary
education.

5b. Personal, family background, and school-related factors were
related to non-enrolment in post-secondary education

Several demographic characteristicswerefound to be significant predictors of not
enrolling in post-secondary education. Being male or having a dependent child
increased the odds of non-enrolment in post-secondary education (such an association
was not observed when theright-awayer and delayer groupswere compared). Being
a member of avisible minority group, on the other hand, decreased the odds of
post-secondary school non-enrolment. Thoselivingin British Columbia(compared
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The odds of not
enrolling in post-
secondary education
were 3 times higher for
young people whose
parents were less
educated

Young people who
worked more than 20
hours per week during
their last year in high
school had greater
odds of not enrolling
in post-secondary
program compared to
those who worked
fewer hours

to their peers living in Ontario) were more likely to not attend a post-secondary
program while those living in Quebec were more likely to be in post-secondary
school ascompared to their Ontario counterparts. Thelatter finding may beexplained
by the existence of the CEGEP system in Quebec, as discussed in the previous
section.

Of thefamily-related factors, parents’ education and attitudes and the number
of siblings were significant predictors of not going to post-secondary education.
The odds of not going to post-secondary school were over 3 times greater for
respondents whose parents had no post-secondary education as compared to
respondents whose parents completed auniversity degree. In addition, the odds of
not enrolling in post-secondary program were 1.7 times greater for ayoung person
who had 3 or more siblings as compared to one those with sibling. The odds of not
going to post-secondary were 3 times greater if one's parents thought furthering
education after high school was not very important.

Of the high school experience variables, several predicted post-secondary
education non-enrolment. Young peoplewho had alow grade averagein high school
or had few friendswho planned on furthering their education were morelikely not
to be enrolled in post-secondary education. In addition, young peoplewho worked
20 or more hours per week were more likely not to be in post-secondary program
than those who worked 10 to 20 hours per week during their last year of high
school.
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6. Discussion and conclusion

As expected, certain financial factors appeared to be related to young people’'s
decision to postpone their post-secondary enrolment. Receiving scholarships and
grants seemed to be associated with the traditional pathway. This finding wasin
alignment with previously conducted studies. Also, as suggested by theliterature,
lower high school academic achievement was associated with delayed post-
secondary education. Perhaps having lower marks del ayed post-secondary entrance
not only because of difficulty in being accepted into a program of one’s choice, but
because of a decreased chance of receiving a scholarship or agrant to fund post-
secondary education.

Respondents living in Quebec were much less likely to delay their post-
secondary enrolment. The Quebec post-secondary educational systemisdifferent
from the educational systemsof other provinces. First, CEGEPisvery inexpensive
and assuch accessibletovirtualy all high school graduates. Whilein other provinces
high school graduates need to rely on student loans, scholarshipsor grants, family
support, or their own savings to pay post-secondary tuition, thisis not the casein
Quebec where students can enrol in CEGEP with a relatively small financial
investment. Also, students who are university bound (and all those who want to
keep their educational optionsopen) need to graduate from CEGEP before pursuing
more post-secondary education at ahigher level. Thesetwo factorslikely contribute
to the fact the majority of Quebec high school graduates enrol in CEGEP
immediately after graduation instead of delaying their entrance.

Other demographic factors (gender, having dependents) and family-related
factors (parental education and influence) were not found to be associated with
delayed post-secondary education, which does not support previousresearch. One
possible explanation for such results may be the fact that respondents who were
considered to be delayers were only 20 years old at the time of interview and the
majority of them had not delayed their post-secondary enrolment by more than 1
year. Infact, 75% of delayersenrolled in post-secondary institution within 12 to 24
monthsafter high school graduation and 23% of delayersenrolled in apost-secondary
institution within 24-36 months after graduation. L essthan 2% of delayerswent to
post-secondary education three years after high school graduation. Given the
relatively short delay of post-secondary education, it isnot surprising that the group
of delayerswas found not be very different from the group of right-awayers. The
next cycle of YITS datawill provide more information on “longer-term” delayers
and factors associated with longer postponements of post-secondary education.

Agreement with previous research was al so found when no-goers and right-
awayerswere compared. Being male, having dependents, having parentswith lower
levelsof education, or having alow grade average in high school were significant
predictorsof not enrolling in post-secondary institution. Other demographic, family,
and high school experience related factors were al so associated with not going to
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post-secondary education. Factors such as parental influence, number of siblings,
peer influence, and number of hours worked for pay in high school proved to be
predictors of not going to post-secondary education versus going right away.
However, thesefactors have not been considered in similar Canadian studiesbefore
and thusrequire more research. Asexpected, fewer no-goerswerefound in Quebec.
Asdiscussed earlier, the Quebec CEGEP system facilitates pursuing post-secondary
education more than in other provinces.

Family structure (coming from single parent versus two-parent family) and
rural/urban status were not found to be significant predictors of not going to post-
secondary education despite prior research findingsto the contrary. Again, apossible
reason for lack of better alignment with previous research could be the young age
of respondents; that is, no-goersin thisstudy were only 20 years-old at the time of
interview. Because it is expected that some of the members of the no-goer group
will become delayers in the future, the dynamics of the no-goer group will likely
change over time. Therefore, it is entirely possible that as more time elapses, a
different set of factors may be found to be associated with not enrolling in post-
secondary education.

There are economic and academic implications of timely and effective
transitions from high school to post-secondary education and work. For example,
one possible advantage of earlier investment in post-secondary education is the
longer time period for the benefits to accrue (Corman, 1983). Understanding the
factorsassociated with thetiming of post-secondary education isimportant because
it helps explain what may influence young people’'s planning of their education
beyond high school. This research provides valuable information on the selected
characteristics of young high school graduates and the educational pathways chosen
by the age of 20. However, it should be kept in mind that only sel ected factorsthat
may affect delaying or not enrolling in post-secondary institution were considered
inthis paper. There are several other possible dynamicsthat may influence young
people’'s behaviour. Future research could consider additional factors that might
improve the explanation of the actions of delayers and no-goers. For example,
controlling for such factors as unemployment rates, wages, or cost of post-secondary
education attendance may shed more light on the educational pathways young
people choose. Also, to better understand the pathways and their outcomes, data
collected over several pointsintimewould be beneficial; therefore, asthey become
available, subsequent cyclesof Y1 TS data could be used to further pursuethiskind
of analysis.
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APPENDIX A

Definitions and Concepts

I.  Selection of study participants

One main group of Y ITS respondents, high school graduates who were 20 years-
old at the time of interview, was identified as appropriate for this study. Being a
graduate was essential because of therelatively equal availability of various post-
secondary and alternative pathways to graduates, such pathways may have been
less availableto those who remained in high school or were high school |eavers.

Twenty year-olds were selected because of the differences in Canada’'s
provincial education systems. Inthe mgjority of provinces, students graduated from
the highest grade in high school by the age of 18; however thiswas not the casein
Ontario or Quebec. In Ontario, students who chose to take Grade 13 often did not
graduate until they were 19 yearsold. In contrast, studentsin Quebec graduated, on
average, at theageof 17. At 20 yearsof age, dmost al young peopleinall provinces
had the opportunity to graduate from the highest grade level in high school and still
have sometime el apse since high school to alow them to choose a post-secondary
pathway. Specifically, the mgjority of 20 year-olds had been out of high school for
at least 12 months. Consequently, selecting graduateswho were 20-yearsold at the
time of interview minimized any biastowards either the respondents’ age or their
provincia educational system.

A minimum of 12 months since high school was used because previous
research pointsto a“12 month cut-off” asameansto differentiate among students
who take the traditional “right-away” pathway to post-secondary education, and
those students who take alternative pathways (NCES, 1997; Hearn, 1992). Using
the 12 month threshold, the graduates who were 20 years-old at time of interview
were divided into four groups (see Figure 1).
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Figure 1

Classification of high school graduates who were 20 years of age
at the time of interview

High school
graduates
who were 20 at
time of interview

T

Had enrolled in
post-secondary

—

Had not enrolled in
post-secondary

N

Had enrolled in
post-secondary
within 12 months
of graduating from
high school

Rights-awayers
(59%)

Had enrolled in
post-secondary
more than 12 months
after graduating
from high school

Delayers
(19%)

Had not enrolled
in post-secondary
and had been out
of high school for
more than 12 months

No-goers
(17%)

Had not enrolled

in post-secondary

and had been out

of high school for
less than 12 months

(4%)

Using previous research as aguide, the graduates who were 20 years-old at
timeof interview and had enrolled in post-secondary within 12 months of graduating
from high school were categorized as*right-awayers’, and they represented 59%
of thetotal graduateswho were 20 years-old at thetimeof theY ITS. The graduates
who were 20 years-old at the time of interview and had enrolled in post-secondary
more than 12 months after graduating were categorized as “delayers’, and they
represented 19% of the total. The graduates who were 20 years-old at the time of
interview and had not enrolled in post-secondary and had been out of high school
for more than 12 months were categorized as “no-goers’, and they represented
17% of thetotal. All three of these groupswereretained for theanalysis. Thefourth
group, that is, the graduateswho were 20 years-old at thetime of interview, had not
enrolled in post-secondary, and had been out of high school for lessthan 12 months
were excluded from the analysis because not enough time had elapsed since high
school for them to be categorized as either adelayer or ano-goer.

Il. Variables included in the analysis

Therearetwo typesof variablesincluded inthisanalysis: variablesthat are smply
the direct response given to aspecific question in the questionnaire; and variables
that represent the combination of responses given to more than one question (known
asderived variables). Both types are defined in the following section.

Gender: respondentswere asked to state their gender.
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Language first learned and still understood (mother tongue): Respondents
were asked to indicate the languagethey first learned at homein childhood and till
understood.

Visibleminority status: Thisvariablewasderived using the respondents’ answers
when asked their cultural or racial background. The concept of visible minority
appliesto personswho are identified according to the Employment Equity Act as
being non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour. Under the Act, Aboriginal
persons are not consi dered to be members of visible minority groups.

Siblings(total): Thisvariablewasderived by combining theanswersto the questions
regarding the number of older, same age and younger siblings of the respondent.

Province of residence: Respondents were asked the province of residence for
their household.

Community type (urban/rural): Thisvariableswasderived using the household
address information matched to 1996 Census geography. This variable should be
interpreted with caution asthe personal address given by respondents may not reflect
wherethe respondent lived throughout the year. Also, because the urban/rural status
was based on the Metropolitan Zone coding, the rural status may not necessarily
reflect living inan actud rural area. An urban areawas defined as census metropolitan
or census agglomeration area, or No Census Track. A rural areawas defined asan
area with a strong, moderate, weak, or No Metropolitan Influence Zone. Given
such classification of urban/rural statusit isentirely possiblethat some respondents
who were classified as having a rura status but lived in a strong Metropolitan
Influence Zone were more similar to the respondentswho were classified ashaving
urban status than to those who lived in arural area.

Marital status: Respondents were asked if they were married, living common-
law or living with aboyfriend or girlfriend.

Dependent children: Respondentswere asked if they had any dependent children.

Family status: Thisvariablewasderived using responsesregarding which parents
and/or guardianslived in thefamily home with the respondent during most of high
schooal.

Parents highest level of education: Thisvariableisbased on the parent with the
highest level of education.

Friendsplanning on furthering their education: Respondentswere asked how
many of their friendswere planning on furthering their education or training beyond
high school.

Education after high school: Respondentswere asked the degree to which their
parents thought getting more education after high school wasimportant.

Type of school: Respondents were asked whether their last high school was a
private school.

Classin career planning: Respondentswere asked if they had taken any classes
in career planning, how to search for job, writearésumé or preparefor aninterview
whilein high school or junior high.
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Class with work experience: Respondents were asked if they had taken any
special coursesto gain work experience or job skillswhere they actually spent time
with an employer.

Academic engagement scale: This variable was derived using the respondents’

levelsof agreement with the following statements: | got along well with teachers; |

did aslittlework aspossible- | just wanted to get by; | paid attention to theteacher;
| wasinterested inwhat | waslearning in class; | completed my homework ontime;
| thought that many of the things we were learning in class were useless; and,
school was often awaste of time. It also included the number of times per month the
respondent reported skipping classwithout permission. IRT (Item Response Theory)
was used to cal cul ate asingle continuous scal e variable using the responsesto all of
the items. For this analysis, a categorical variable was then derived from this
continuous variable. The category “very engaged” includes those responses that
fell above plusone standard deviation from the mean; “not very engaged” includes
those responses that fell below minus one standard deviation from the mean; and
“engaged” includes the responses that fell within plus or minus one standard
deviation from the mean.

Social engagement scale: Thisvariablewasderived using therespondents' levels
of agreement with thefollowing statements: | felt likean outsider at school or likel
was|eft out of thingsat school; | wastreated with as much respect as other students
inmy class; | had friends at school whom | could talk to about personal things; and,
people at school wereinterested inwhat | had to say. IRT (Item Response Theory)
was used to cal cul ate asingle continuous scal e variable using the responsesto all of
the items. For this analysis, a categorical variable was then derived from this
continuous variable. The category “very engaged” includes those responses that
fell above plusone standard deviation from the mean; “not very engaged” includes
those responses that fell below minus one standard deviation from the mean; and
“engaged” includes the responses that fell within plus or minus one standard
deviation from the mean.

Hoursworked for pay during high school: Thisvariable was derived using the
respondents’ reported weekly hoursof work at ajob for pay during their last year in
high schooal.

Frequency of alcohol consumption: Respondents were asked how often per
month they drank al coholic beverages during their last year in high school.

Frequency of drug use: Respondentswere asked how often per month they used
marijuanaor hash during their last year in high school.

Money for education that respondent doesnot haveto pay back: Respondents
were asked if one of the sources of funding of their post-secondary education was
money from parents, partner, or other people that they do not have to pay back.

Money for education from jobs. Respondentswere asked if one of the sources of
funding of their post-secondary education was money received from jobs since
leaving high school (i.e., part-time, co-op, summe).

Money for education from loans: Respondentswere asked if one of the sources
of funding of their post-secondary education was money received from loans
including those from government, family, or directly from abank.
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Money for education from savings. Respondentswere asked if one of the sources
of funding of their post-secondary education was money coming from their personal
savings (excluding money from jobs sinceleaving high school).

Money for education from scholar ships: Respondents were asked if one of the
sourcesof funding of their post-secondary education was money from scholarships,
awards, and prizes.

Money for education from grants and bursaries: Respondents were asked if
one of the sources of funding of their post-secondary education was money from
grantsand bursaries.
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Appendix B

Tables

Table B1
Selected characteristics of Right-awayers, Delayers and No-goers

Right-
awayers Delayers No-goers
Estimated total number of 20 year-olds in Canada 203,000 67,000 60,000
Variable name % % %
Demographics
Gender gender
Male 45 51 58
Female 55 48 42
Language first learned and still understood (mother tongue) frstlang
English 57 70 80
French 30 19 10
Other 13 10 10
Visible minority status vismin
Visible minority 14 10 * 8 *
Not visible minority 86 90 92
Marital status married
Married 6 7 12
Male 4 * 4 ** 8 *
Female 8 11 18
Not married 94 93 88
Male 96 96 92
Female 92 89 82
Children kids
Had a child 2 * 2 6
Male 0 * k k 2 * kK 4 * %
Female 4 * 3 ** 9
No children 98 98 94
Male 100 98 96
Female 96 97 91
Community type urbrur
Rural 17 16 25
Urban 83 84 75
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Table B1 (continued)
Selected characteristics of Right-awayers, Delayers and No-goers
Right-
awayers Delayers No-goers
Variable name % % %
Province of residence’ prov
Newfoundland and Labrador 49 31 19
Prince Edward Island 50 20 * 30
Nova Scotia 66 15 19
New Brunswick 58 16 26
Quebec 77 17 6
Ontario 62 21 17
Manitoba 51 25 23
Saskatchewan 53 17 30
Alberta 45 25 29
British Columbia 51 19 30
Family background
Parents’ highest level of education paredu
Bachelor degree or higher 36 34 14
Some post-secondary education 33 34 31
High school diploma or less 31 32 56
Number of siblings siblings
None 7 7" 5
One 43 42 35
Two 32 28 31
Three or more 18 23 29
Parents’ thoughts on importance of furthering
education beyond high school parimp
Very important 80 76 46
Not very important 20 24 54
Family structure family
Two parents 80 83 79
Single parent 17 15 16
Other 3 2~ 5
High school experience
Academic engagement academic
Very engaged 18 12 10
Engaged 73 75 71
Not very engaged 8 13 19
Social engagement social
Very engaged 22 15 9
Engaged 69 71 76
Not very engaged 9 15 15
Grade average average
90-100 9 4 * 2
80-89 45 33 19
70-79 38 48 46
69 or less 7 16 33
Number of friends planning on furthering their
education after high school friends
Al a1 32 15
Most 42 43 40
Some 10 16 27
Few or none 6 9 17
Type of last high school schtype
Private 11 9 5
Public 89 91 95
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Table B1 (concluded)
Selected characteristics of Right-awayers, Delayers and No-goers
Right-
awayers Delayers No-goers
Variable name % % %
Took course in career planning career
Yes 63 64 72
No 37 36 28
Took course that provided work experience wkexp
Yes 26 27 44
No 74 73 56
Hours worked per week for pay wkhours
30 hours or more 4 6 11
20 to less than 30 hours 12 20 20
10 to less than 20 hours 25 24 18
1 to less than 10 hours 16 16 16
Zero hours 43 34 34
Frequency of use of marijuana or hash drugs
More than once a week 4 7 11
Once a month to once a week 9 12 9
Less than once a month 87 81 80
Frequency of alcohol use alcohol
More than once a week 9 13 14
Once a week 19 24 23
Once or twice a month 27 26 21
Less than once a month 14 12 9
Never 30 25 32
Funding of post-secondary education
Received money that does not need to be paid back nopaybk $
Yes 64 57 n/a
No 36 43 n/a
Received money from jobs since leaving high school jobs $
Yes 73 69 n/a
No 27 31 n/a
Received money from loans loans §
Yes 39 39 n/a
No 61 61 n/a
Used money from personal savings
(money earned before leaving high school) savings $
Yes 52 51 n/a
No 48 49 n/a
Received money from scholarships, awards or prizes scholar $
Yes 33 21 n/a
No 67 79 n/a
Received money from grants or bursaries grants $
Yes 14 11 n/a
No 86 89 n/a

Notes: As ameasure of sampling error,

*  indicates coefficient of variation (CV) between 16.6% and 25%;
** indicates CV greater than 25% and less or equal to 33.3%; and

*** indicates CV greater than 33.3%. Caution should be used when interpreting these results.
Estimatesin bold indicate that theright-awayers are significantly (p<=.05) different from the other group(s)

1 The estimatesfor province are uniquein thistable. They represent the proportion of 20 year-olds in each province that are either right-
awayers, delayersor no-goers. Therefore the estimates add up to 100% within each province as opposed to 100% across all provinces.
Theestimatesin bold indicate significant differences between the provinceswith the highest and lowest proportions of delayersand no-
goers.
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Table B2
List of variables included in logistic regression models

Delayers versus
Right-awayers

No-goers versus
Right-awayers

Variable name Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 1 Stage 2
Demographics

Gender v v v v
Visible minority status v 4 4 4
Children v v v
Province of residence v v v v
Community type v 4 v
Family background

Number of siblings v v v
Family structure v v

Parents’ highest level of education 4 4 4
Parents’ thoughts on importance of furthering education beyond high school v v v
High school experience

Number of friends planning on furthering their education after high school 4 v v
Grade average v v v v
Academic engagement v v

Social engagement v v v

Type of last high school 4 v

Hours worked per week for pay v v v v
Frequency of use of marijuana or hash v v 4 v
Funding of post-secondary education

Received money that does not need to be paid back v v n/a n/a
Received money from jobs since leaving high school v n/a n/a
Used money from personal savings (money earned before leaving high school) v n/a n/a
Received money from scholarships, awards or prizes v v n/a n/a
Received money from grants or bursaries v v n/a n/a
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Table B3
Results of logistic regression, stage 2: Right-awayers vs. Delayers

(Right-awayers =0, Delayers =1).

Confidence intervals

Odds Lower 95% Upper 95%
Variable name ratio limit odds ratio limit odds ratio
Demographics
Province of residence
Newfoundland and Labrador 2.04 * 1.29 3.23
Prince Edward Island 1.18 0.60 2.30
Nova Scotia 0.69 0.45 1.06
New Brunswick 0.80 0.51 1.24
Quebec 0.63 * 0.45 0.89
Ontario 1.00 1.00 1.00
Manitoba 1.56 * 1.04 2.32
Saskatchewan 1.04 0.71 1.55
Alberta 1.75 * 1.15 2.67
British Columbia 1.45 0.98 2.12
High school experience
Grade average
90-100 1.00 1.00 1.00
80-89 1.55 0.92 2.60
70-79 2.29 * 1.34 3.92
69 or less 3.37 * 1.82 6.24
Social engagement
Very engaged 1.00 1.00
Engaged 1.19 0.88 1.61
Not very engaged 1.84 1.18
Funding of post-secondary education
Received money from scholarships, awards or prizes
Yes 1.00 1.00 1.00
No 1.58 * 1.23 2.05
Received money from grants or bursaries
Yes 1.00 1.00 1.00
No 1.39 * 1.02 1.90

*

Oddsratio significant at p< 0.05
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Table B4

Results of logistic regression, stage 2: Right-awayers vs. No-goers
(Right-awayers =0, No-goers =1).

Confidence intervals

0Odds Lower 95% Upper 95%

Variable name ratio limit odds ratio limit odds ratio
Demographics
Gender

Male 1.57 * 1.20 2.07

Female 1.00 1.00 1.00
Visible minority status

Visible minority 0.39 * 0.23 0.65

Not visible minority 1.00 1.00 1.00
Children

Had a child 2.46 * 1.26 4.81

No children 1.00 1.00 1.00

Province of residence

Newfoundland and Labrador 1.28 0.73 2.25
Prince Edward Island 1.20 0.61 2.39
Nova Scotia 0.63 0.37 1.07
New Brunswick 0.97 0.64 1.49
Quebec 0.23 * 0.14 0.39
Ontario 1.00 1.00 1.00
Manitoba 1.01 0.59 1.72
Saskatchewan 1.13 0.75 1.70
Alberta 1.49 0.98 2.26
British Columbia 2.30 * 1.48 3.57
Family background
Number of siblings
None 0.96 0.57 1.62
One 1.00 1.00 1.00
Two 1.08 0.80 1.46
Three or more 1.70 * 1.23 2.34
Parents’ highest level of education
Bachelor degree or higher 1.00 1.00 1.00
Some post-secondary education 1.72 * 1.18 2.51
High school diploma or less 2.98 * 2.13 417
Parents’ thoughts on importance of furthering
education beyond high school
Very important 1.00 1.00 1.00
Not very important 3.28 * 2.51 4.27
High school experience
Number of friends planning on furthering
their education after high school
All 1.00 1.00 1.00
Most 1.85 * 1.34 2.55
Some 3.58 * 2.32 5.54
Few or none 3.32 * 2.04 5.41
Grade average
90-100 1.00 1.00 1.00
80-89 212 ~ 1.14 3.93
70-79 6.66 * 3.61 12.30
69 or less 17.04 ~ 8.67 33.50
Hours worked per week for pay
30 hours or more 2.62 * 1.41 4.86
20 to less than 30 hours 1.74 * 1.15 2.62
10 to less than 20 hours 1.00 1.00 1.00
1 to less than 10 hours 1.68 * 1.08 2.62
Zero hours 1.24 0.87 1.76

*  QOddsratio significant at p< 0.05
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Appendix C

Analytical Methodology

GiventheYouthin Transition Survey’s complex design, the 1000 bootstrap weights
included with the datawere used to produce the study results. Thisensured that the
appropriate estimates of variance were cal culated for each estimate.

Descriptive statistics were used to compare the groups of interest: post-
secondary education delayers with right-awayers, and post-secondary education
no-goerswith right-awayers. The variabl es sel ected to describe these groupswere
based on the literature review aswell asthe authors’ interest. Ninety-five percent
(95%) confidenceintervalswere constructed around the proportion valuesfor each
category of each variable and used to assess whether the differences between the
two groups of comparison were statistically significant.

Themultivariatelogistic regression (LR) analyses were conducted to assess
how demographic, family-related, school-related, and financial factors affected the
odds of delaying entry into apost-secondary institution or not going to PSE versus
entering into it directly after high school. In the LR analyses the effect of each
predictor on the outcome was assessed while controlling for the presence of all
other predictors. These analyses were conducted in two stages.

At Stage 1, two stepwise forward logistic regressions were used to identify
the strongest predictors of delaying post-secondary education or not going to post-
secondary, both as compared to enrolling in post-secondary immediately after high
school. A stepwiseforward logistic regressionisan appropriate method for predictive
research, such asthis study, where causality is not the primary goal, and the main
objectiveistoidentify amodel with aset of predictorsthat providesasaccurate as
possible prediction of astudied phenomenon (Menard, 1995). Dueto the complexity
of the stepwise procedure the analyses at the first stage were conducted without
using the bootstrap weights.

At Stage 2, two subsequent logistic regressions were run with variables that
wereidentified at Stage 1 assignificant predictors of either delaying or not going to
post-secondary. At this stage the appropriate variableswere entered into each model
along with the 1000 bootstrap weightsto produce thefinal results. A list of variables
included in the LR models at each stage is presented in Table B2 in Appendix B.
Thefinal resultsare presented in Tables B3 and B4 in the same appendix.

For each predictor variable one category was chosen as a reference group
against which al other categorieswere compared. Thelevel of significancewas set
at p< 0.05. The missing data were deleted listwise. In the final stage, Stage 2,
approximately 2% of cases were deleted in the LR run for delayers versus right-
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awayers model and about 7% of cases were deleted in the no-goers versus right-
awayersmodel.

It should be noted that not all variables used to descriptively compare delayers
with right-awayers, and no-goerswith right-awayerswereincluded in thelogistic
regression analyses. Two criteria were used to select variables for the LR runs.
First, in order to avoid the confounding of variables in each analysis, where the
correlation between two independent variables was greater than r=.30, only one
was included in the data run. Second, the decision whether a variable should be
included inthelogistic regression analysiswas made based on theliterature review
and an evaluation of the contextual relevance of the variable to the outcome. The
correlation matricesfor both initially considered sets of variablesare presentedin
Tables C1 and C2 in this appendix.

Evaluation of the logistic regression results

Delayers versus Right-awayers analysis

Of the 21 variables entered in Stage 1 (the stepwise logistic regression), 10 were
retained as significant predictors affecting the odds of delaying post-secondary
education versus enrolling in a post-secondary program within 12 months of
graduating from high school. Thesevariableswereincluded in Stage 2 of thelogistic
regression run and 5 of them remained significant. The Stage 2 resultsincluding
oddsratio and oddsratio 95% confidence interval sfor the significant predictorsare
presented in Table B3 in Appendix B.

The 10 variables at Stage 2 explained approximately 8% of the variancein
the dependent variable (Cox and Snell R? = 0.077). The model predicted about
75% of the cases correctly. However, while over 97% of right-awayerswereclassified
correctly, only about 9% of delayerswere predicted correctly. Because the model
classificationindicateshow well individual casesfit into actual membership group
and predicts membership by assigning each case to the group for which it hasthe
highest probability, inthiscaseit appearsthat thefive significant predictorsof delaying
PSE were not strong (despite their significance). The low percent of variance
explained by the predictor variables and fairly weak prediction suggest that there
may be many other unexplained factors underlying delaying of post-secondary
education.

No-goers versus Right-awayers analysis

Of the 15 variables entered in Stage 1 (the stepwise logistic regression), 12 were
retained as significant predictors of not being enrolled in apost-secondary education
program. Of those variables, 10 wereidentified as significant predictorsat Stage 2.
The Stage 2 results including odds ratio and odds ratio 95% confidence intervals
for the significant predictors are presented in Table B4 in Appendix B.

The 12 variablesat Stage 2 accounted for approximately 29% of the variance
in the dependent variable (Cox and Snell R? =.290). The model’s prediction was
good. Overall, over 79% of respondentswere categorized correctly asbeing aright-
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awayer or a no-goer. Among them, the model correctly predicted about 49% no-
goersand about 95% right-awayers. It was expected that the prediction of no-goers
would not be as good as the prediction of right-awayers, as there may be several

constructs underlying the did-not-go-to-post-secondary-educati on behaviour that
were not measured by the Y1 TS survey.

Table C1
Correlation matrix: Sub-sample of right-awayers and delayers

=| 2|3 l=l2lz]lale|El-|ale]l. gl s = |2 Z 2|

Els|S|e|z|E|E|E|E|s|8|5|S|5|2|2|E|2|5|¢e|E|z|8|s|2|3

sjljsE|lg|lg|S|f|la|d|l8|f|2|a|2|a|8|E|E|=|5|2|83|83|3|a8 |6
Gender 0.01] 0.01/-0.08{-0.09| 0.03| 0.00| 0.04| 0.05| 0.08[-0.03| 0.08| 0.170.08| 0.12|-0.02|-0.01|-0.04| 0.07| 0.18 | 0.08| 0.01| 0.04|-0.05| 0.04/-0.06|-0.03
Vismin 0.46(-0.07| 0.00/ 0.21/-0.16| 0.03| 0.06/ 0.05| 0.11| 0.04| 0.05| 0.08| 0.04| 0.03|-0.03| 0.04| 0.1 0.26 | 0.10| 0.03|-0.13| 0.01(-0.03| 0.02|-0.01
Frstlang 0.09| 0.04| 0.86( 0.15| 0.15] 0.15| 0.05| 0.08 0.16| 0.09| 0.21 0.08| 0.14| 0.22| 0.29| 0.19|0.20|0.10| 0.04| 0.12| 0.01| 0.11| 0.16] 0.19
Married 0.34| 0.10| 0.07 0.04| 0.05| 0.02(-0.05| 0.05| 0.00 | 0.02| 0.06|-0.01| 0.08|-0.02 0.06| 0.06 | 0.02|-0.05(-0.03| 0.08|-0.02|-0.01-0.01
Kids 0.08| 0.03| 0.08 0.07| 0.04[-0.06| 0.09| 0.03| 0.03| 0.05|-0.04| 0.02| 0.01| 0.03| 0.03 | 0.02|-0.09|-0.06 0.09|-0.06/-0.01| 0.06
Prov 0.21] 0.16| 0.15| 0.10| 0.08| 0.24| 0.12| 0.21/ 0.15| 0.19| 0.42| 0.37| 0.25| 0.16|0.10| 0.10| 0.09| 0.17| 0.19| 0.26| 0.23
Urbrur 0.11] 0.07{ 0.10/-0.10| 0.05| 0.02 | 0.06| 0.01|-0.06| 0.05| 0.02| 0.04|0.09|0.03| 0.00| 0.02| 0.10| 0.05| 0.07| 0.07
Family 0.07| 0.11] 0.03| 0.04| 0.03| 0.04| 0.08| 0.07| 0.01| 0.01| 0.07{ 0.05|0.09| 0.11| 0.05| 0.14| 0.04| 0.04 0.01
Siblings 0.06( 0.06| 0.10{ 0.05| 0.09| 0.07 0.03| 0.03| 0.02| 0.10| 0.10|0.05 0.14| 0.06| 0.12| 0.06/ 0.05| 0.09
Paredu 0.17| 0.11/ 0.04| 0.03| 0.18] 0.10| 0.09| 0.11| 0.12| 0.09 | 0.07| 0.20| 0.06| 0.18| 0.07| 0.12| 0.06
Parimp 0.15/0.08 | 0.06| 0.06| 0.03(-0.07| 0.00| 0.03| 0.02|0.02| 0.10|-0.01|-0.06|-0.03 0.00|-0.01
Friends 0.14[0.20{ 0.11/ 0.14| 0.05| 0.05| 0.11| 0.16 | 0.09| 0.09| 0.08| 0.06| 0.06| 0.07| 0.05
Academic 0.26] 0.11] 0.05| 0.02| 0.02| 0.09| 0.28 | 0.26| 0.04| 0.05| 0.03| 0.04| 0.10| 0.03
Social 0.22] 0.07| 0.06| 0.08| 0.08 0.09 | 0.08| 0.05| 0.09| 0.03| 0.06| 0.07| 0.03
Average 0.04| 0.10| 0.04 0.14{0.17{0.13| 0.10| 0.10| 0.06| 0.06| 0.36] 0.10
Schtype 0.04/-0.11| 0.10{ 0.04 | 0.06| 0.04-0.08|-0.10|-0.09|-0.05|-0.05
Career 0.11] 0.05| 0.07 | 0.05| 0.02| 0.01-0.02(-0.05/-0.02|-0.09
Wkexp 0.15/0.08 | 0.06|-0.08| 0.03| 0.01 0.09| 0.05| 0.09
Wkhours 0.22/0.08| 0.14| 0.18| 0.03| 0.11{ 0.06| 0.07
Alcohol 0.39| 0.05| 0.10| 0.04| 0.06| 0.09| 0.03
Drugs 0.07| 0.01| 0.07 0.07| 0.08| 0.19
Nopaybk $ 0.01{-0.37/ 0.04| 0.04|-0.11
Jobs $ -0.05| 0.29| 0.06/ 0.00
Loans § -0.04| 0.05| 0.20
Savings $ 0.08| 0.06
Scholar $ 0.20
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Table C2
Correlation matrix: Sub-population of right-awayers and no-goers
s |E|s|E|2|5|s|8|s /8 2|8 |8(|2/8|5/£]/2]3

Gender 0.00{0.01|-0.08|-0.09 | 0.05| 0.02|0.03|0.07| 0.06/-0.06| 0.11| 0.19|0.08|0.13|-0.03| 0.02(-0.02| 0.09| 0.19| 0.09
Vismin 0.48(-0.08| 0.02|0.20/-0.16| 0.05| 0.05| 0.07| 0.13| 0.02| 0.07|0.10{ 0.03| 0.02{-0.02| 0.06| 0.11| 0.24| 0.08
Frstlang 0.09| 0.03|0.85( 0.15/0.11|0.16| 0.06| 0.08| 0.18| 0.10| 0.23|0.11| 0.14| 0.16| 0.30| 0.18| 0.20| 0.09
Married 0.32|0.11| 0.06|0.01|0.08| 0.07|-0.09| 0.08| 0.01|0.01|0.05/-0.03| 0.08/-0.01| 0.08| 0.06| 0.02
Kids 0.06| 0.03/0.090.09|0.07(-0.07| 0.09| 0.04 | 0.01|0.06| 0.00| 0.03| 0.03| 0.04| 0.03| 0.01
Prov 0.21[0.14|0.19| 0.08/ 0.11]0.27| 0.14|0.23|0.21| 0.19| 0.40/ 0.39| 0.24| 0.16/ 0.13
Urbrur 0.10{0.09| 0.10(-0.11| 0.05| 0.01| 0.05| 0.02|-0.07| 0.04| 0.02| 0.05| 0.06| 0.05
Family 0.10| 0.09| 0.02| 0.05| 0.05|0.06|0.08| 0.06/ 0.03| 0.01| 0.06| 0.07| 0.11
Siblings 0.06| 0.07|0.08| 0.05|0.08|0.06| 0.03| 0.04| 0.05| 0.11| 0.07| 0.05
Paredu 0.22|0.18( 0.03|0.09|0.23| 0.11| 0.11| 0.13| 0.13| 0.09| 0.07
Parimp 0.21/0.12|0.10{0.13| 0.06(-0.06/-0.06| 0.06| 0.05| 0.06
Friends 0.16/0.20|0.21| 0.15/ 0.05 0.11| 0.12| 0.15] 0.12
Academic 0.24]0.30/ 0.05| 0.02| 0.05| 0.12| 0.29| 0.28
Social 0.15| 0.10| 0.05| 0.09| 0.11] 0.09| 0.12
Average 0.07| 0.11| 0.05| 0.15/ 0.19| 0.16
Schtype 0.03|-0.11| 0.09| 0.05| 0.07
Career 0.12| 0.02| 0.08| 0.05
Wkexp 0.15/ 0.08| 0.02
Wkhours 0.22| 0.10
Alcohol 0.41
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Statistics Canada’ s Division of Culture, Tourism and the Centrefor Education
Statistics develops surveys, provides statistics and conductsresearch and analysis
relevant to current issuesinitsthree areas of responsibility.

TheCulture Statistics Program creates and disseminatestimely and comprehensive
information on the culture sector in Canada. The program managesadozen regular
census surveys and databanks to produce data that support policy decision and
program management requirements. |ssuesincludethe economicimpact of culture,
the consumption of culture goods and services, government, personal and corporate
spending on culture, the culture labour market, and international trade of culture
goodsand services. Itsanalytical output appearsin theflagship publication Focus
on Culture (www.statcan.ca/english/I PS/Data/87-004- X E.htm) and in Arts, culture
and recreation — Research papers.

TheTourism Statistics Program providesinformation on domestic and international
tourism. The program covers the Canadian Travel Survey and the International
Travel Survey. Together, these surveys shed light on the volume and characteristics
of tripsand travellersto, from and within Canada. Itsanalytical output appearsin
the flagship publication Travel-log (www.statcan.ca/english/IPS/Data/87-003-
XIE.htm) and in Travel and tourism— Research papers.

The Centre for Education Statistics develops and delivers a comprehensive
program of pan-Canadian education statisticsand analysisin order to support policy
decisions and program management, and to ensure that accurate and relevant
information concerning education isavail able to the Canadian public and to other
educational stakeholders. The Centre conducts fifteen institutional and over ten
household education surveys. Itsandytical output appearsintheflagship publication
Education quarterly review (www.statcan.ca/english/I PS/Data/81-003-X 1 E.htm),
in various monographs and in Education, skills and learning — Research papers
(www.statcan.calenglish/IPS/Data/81-595-M I E.htm).
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