











IN HIS OWN WORDS...
Léo Major on the Liberation of Zwolle

1 didn't have any emotion speaking, he was fixing me.
that night in the process of When I saw nobody was
liberating Zwolle because it willing to take a chance, [
was the same as each time | said yes Colonel you got me
went on a patrol or raid again. And Willy who wasa
during the war, [ made a very good pal of mine
blank of my mind. That was couldn't let me go alone, so
my way of combatting fear he vol to come along
and not to think of anything  with me. All the scouts were
elsebut tosucceed inall my very sad to see us go. To
enterprises. I first took that them we were geing to
attitude on D-Day, the 6th execution. That’s when [
of June 1944, and I tock the mentioned: Don't worry
same attitude every day bays, we will liberate that
until my last raid in Korea. city.
To survive so many days of We bogin the patrel at
war without losing your 9150 hours on the 13th
mind.... April. We notice an outpost
On 13 April, earlyinthe beside the road. We were

evening, there was a get able to get the Germans

together. Colonel

Gus, who became a friend of we

mine later on, was there
with the brigade
commander. They were
asking for two volunteers
who would try to reach the
outskirts of Zwolle and then
after that try to go inside the
city and get from the people
as much information as
possible about the strength
of the enemy. They added
those who go will have very
little chance of coming back.
All the time the C.0. was

by surprise but
were very much
concerned by the noises
caused by our machine
pistols because shortly after
we saw two Germans run
away very quickly toward
the city. At 2230 hours we
reached the last farm before
the outskirts of Zwolle.
That's where we met
Hendrick and his wife who
were hidden in the cellar. At
first they were very afraid of
us. But they quickly
understood we were not

Germans, They were the
last omes to see my friend
alive. We tried to learn
something from them using
English, French, also signs,
but to no avail. They were
also very nervous and
acared, | guess. After
nightfall when we were just
about to leave the farm, [
noticed how much Willy’s
hands were shaking. It was
asign ofbattle fatigue. I said
to him if you don't feel well,
stay here and wait for me. [
will go inside the eity alone.
Nothing doing he said we
stay together until the end.
Those were his last words.
Shortly after around, 2300
hours, | went across the
track to lie down beside a
road some distance away.
Willy tried to do the same
through the railroad
crossing o join me but he
made a little noise with his
sac of grenades and that's
when the Germans got him
with a fixed of line fire. With
my experience | knew right
away he was dead, I was
very mad at the Germans
bt also at myself for letting
him come with me. [ always
felt sorry for the mistake I
made there.

In a few seconds T got
rid of the ones who were
responsible for his death.
After that I had one fixed

idea, it was to liberate
Zwulle no matter what  was
going to meet in the streets.
A thousand Germans or
much less [ didn't care. My
heart was boiling but [ was
full of energy. I went back to
Willy to grab hiz machine
pistol and his grenades,
After that 1 went to a park
and sat down to decide how
1 could manage to liberate a
city that big. IT I could pet
in touch with the resistance
that would make things
eagier for me. But Tknow it’s
impossible in a city. No
civilians are allowed in the
street ut night as there isa
long curfew established by
the oecupying force, that 1
know for sure, Therefore
the only people I would meet
are Germans. So | presume
the best thing do is to go
around the town and meet
each outpost or defense, on
each road going inside the
eity, On each one | must find
a way to get them by
surprise and to let them
know the attack is coming
ingide the city. [have to keep
them guessing and let them
know there is quite a lot of
allied seldiers attacking
Zwiolle.

Before leaving for this
patrol, the Colonel had
promised me he would send
all his fighting companies to
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to launch limited offensives to secure favourable high ground in case a final cease fire might
be declared. In mid-November, as the 25" Canadian Infantry Brigade Group moved up to
relieve British forces near the south bank of the Imjin River, an agreement seemed close at
Panmunjom.

The Brigade was to hold the right flank of the 1t Commonwealth Division’s front, with
the R22eR on the extreme right flank. Here they would link up with the 3@ US Infantry
Division on the east who held Hill 355, again, nicknamed “Little Gibraltar.” At this point, the
front line curved southward around the height, requiring the R22eR to hold an awkward
position with’A” and “D” Companies on the western slopes, separated by a small valley
from the remainder of the battalion. “D” Company was the most vulnerable as it occupied
the most northerly position, a saddle between Hill 355 and Hill 227 to the west, exposed on
both the northern and western fronts.

822¥8T YdOVN ‘UjawoL. |ned Aq oloyd

Men of the 2" Battalion, Royal 22¢ Régiment prepare for a patrol. Korea, December 1951.

As the R22°R prepared to move into its new positions, Lieutenant-Colonel Dextraze
issued a statement, that “in the event the battalion is attacked, there will be NO withdrawal,
NO platoons overrun and NQ panics. All would be expected to perform their duties in a
typical ‘Vingt Deux” manner.” Dextraze’s statement was prescient because, unknown to
him, his regiment was marching into the face of a determined Chinese assault that would
test its determination.

The Chinese sensed that the truce talks were coming close to an agreement which
would lock each side into their present positions. They were determined to make a final

116 Canadian Army Journal Vol. 11.3 Fall 2008



attempt to seize the most favourable terrain on the western side of the front. Hill 355 was
the prize, commanding the terrain for 20 miles around. With some momentum, the Chinese
might even roll the United Nations line back across the Imjin River, gaining a great morale
advantage in the final talks.

Thus, as the R22°R were settling into their new positions on 22 November, the 64th
Chinese Army opened up with a massive artillery barrage, engulfing Hill 355 along with the
R22°R. On 23 November enemy attacks intensified, with elements of the Chinese 190"
and 191s Divisions directed against Hill 355, and one battalion of the 190" attacking “D”
Company. For the next two days, desperate fighting occurred as the Americans first lost Hill
355, then fought to regain it after hastily gathering a counter attack force.

As soon as they had captured Hill 355 on November 23, the Chinese were able to
occupy Hill 227, uncovering both flanks of “D” Company. This left the Company practically
surrounded, but it managed to drive off all enemy attacks. The midday hours of 24 November
brought a lull to the fighting but, latein the day, the Chinese launched a new attack with two
companies from Hill 227 focussed on “D” Company. By 1820 hours the left flank platoon,
No. 11, had been overrun. When, in addition, the Chinese again recaptured the slopes of
Hill 355, the remainder of “D” Company came under attack from all directions.

The situation was serious. However, Dextraze cooly assessed die regiment’s position
and refused to consider giving up any ground. While the Americans assembled a counterat-
tack force on his right, Dextraze decided to launch his own counterattack to regain No. 11
Platoon’s position and thus relieve the pressure on “D” Company.

His best reserve was the tough, aggressive scout platoon. He used it to assemble
an assault group under the command of Léo Major, including a signalman to maintain a
link directly to himself. Major equipped a large portion of his men with Sten guns and,
wearing running shoes to mask the sound of their movement, they set out at midnight over
the snow-swept hills. Proceeding slowly, in small groups, they followed an indirect route in
order to come onto the objective from the direction of the enemy’s own lines. Once near the
summit, at a signal from Major, they opened fire together. The enemy panicked and by 0045
hours Major’s force had successfully occupied its objective.

However, about an hour later, the Chinese launched their own counterattack and
Dextraze ordered Major to withdraw from the hill. Major refused, saying he would pull back
only 25 yards to some shell holes which offered the only cover he could find. From here,
he directed mortar and machine-gun fire onto his attackers. This continued throughout the
darkest hours and bitter cold of the morning, with the mortar fire raining down almost on top
of defenders.

The commander of the mortar platoon, Captain Charly Forbes, later wrote that Major
was “an audacious man...not satisfied with the proximity of my barrage and asks to bring it
closer...In effect my barrage falls so close that | hear my bombs explode when he speaks to
me on the radio.” Forbes increased his rate of fire until the mortar barrels turned red from
the heat. He finally had to cease fire as the heat had permanently warped the tubes.

As the citation described:

...So expertly did he direct the fire of supporting mortars and artillery that the platoon
was able to repulse four separate enemy attacks. Running from one point of danger
to anotiier, under heavy small arms fire from his flank, he directed the fire of his men,
encouraging them to hold firm against overwhelming odds. By dawn, Major’s force had
withdrawn 200 yards to the east, reporting that “nothing is left there to occupy... not a
bunker or slit trench.®

However, despite being attacked by superior numbers, Major’s group had repulsed all
attacks and succeeded in denying possession of No. 11 Platoon’s position to the Chinese.
Léo Major's small force remained in position for three more days, holding their gains
securely, as the Chinese made several last attempts to gain some ground.
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Major’s citation for the Bar to the DCM concluded:

Against a force, superior in number, Corporal Major simply refused to give ground.
His personal courage and leadership were beyond praise. Filling an appointment far
above his rank, he received the full confidence of his men, so inspired were they by his
personal bravery, his coolness and leadership.

No further major attacks were experienced in the sector and Major’s counterattack
ended what Charly Forbes called “the epic of Hill 355.” The Chinese had failed in gaining
their objective and, on 27 November, agreement was reached for a tentative demarcation
line to be established on the present positions.

Through the Second World War and Korea, the Canadian Army gained a reputation for
being a tough, effective fighting force, based on ordinary citizens who rallied to the call to
duty. Léo Major, through the award of the DCM and Bar, has been recognized as one of the
best examples of the kind of man who established this reputation. One of his former officers
summed it up best: “What type of soldier was Léo? He was tough minded...a man of action...
always ready to undertake any task assigned to him with courage and determination.”

About the Author...

T. Robert Fowler lives in Ottawa and is the author of Valour in the Victory Campaign: The 3 Canadian
Infantry Division Gallantry Decorations, 1945,1995.
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NOTE TO FILE—"FIGHTING THROUGH THE FRICTION”: A FOREIGN
OFFICER’S EXPERIENCE OF THE ARMY OPERATIONS COURSE

Major Mark Dillon TD, AGC, Royal Military Police

“You jammy bloke,” my aggrieved colleague said as we looked out over the bare, wet
branches of a wood in Aldershot one grey morning last winter. “I| get sunset over the rooftops
of Swindon and you get Lake Ontario!”

We had both just been picked to attend the Territorial Army Command and Staff Course
(TACSC) in Summer 2008. There are only 45 places on the one course run each year and
each one is hotly contested. However, up to seven students each year are considered for
attendance on the equivalent French and Canadian courses. To my delight | had been
offered a place on the Primary Reserve Army Operations Course (AOC) run at the Canadian
Land Force Command and Staff College (CLFCSC), Kingston, and decided that my destiny
lay somewhere over the pond. It was clearly a good omen. 2008 celebrates the 100" anni-
versaries of the founding of the AOC, the Territorial Army, as well as my home formation,
145 (South) Brigade.

TACSC is the last of four stages in the United Kingdom Territorial Army (UK TA) staff
training program, and a pre-requisite for promotion to lieutenant colonel in the British Army.
The stages of this program are identified as follows:

Stage 1: Military Knowledge 1 (MK1). MK1 is a modular, distance learning programme.
Its aim is to deliver the underpinning military knowledge required by junior captains,
and the structure of MK1 requires approximately 27 hours of study time. Students
should be mentored throughout their study, under unit arrangements, and assessed on
completion of the course. It must be completed before an officer can be promoted to
the substantive rank of captain.

Stage 2: Junior Officers Tactics Course (JOTAC). The aim of Stage 2 is to prepare
officers to be junior captains by raising their awareness of combined arms operations.
It is structured to have TA and Regular officers attend JOTAC together. Regular officers
complete a three week long course whilst TA officers will join the course at the end of
the first week, utilising the first and middle weekends of the course, as required, as
catch-up.

Stage 3a: Junior Staff Course (TA) (JSC(TA)). The aim of the first part of stage 3
training is to provide the TA officer with sufficient knowledge of relevant staff procedures
to be capable, under supervision, of fulfilling the role of a staff officer at senior captain
level. JSC(TA) is simply structured as a nine-day residential course.

Stage 3b: Military Knowledge 2 (MK2). Stage 3b delivers the additional underpinning
military knowledge required by senior captains and junior majors. MK2 is a modular,
distance learning programme for substantive captains who have not attended JSC(TA).
MK2 requires approximately 50 hours of study time. It is due to replace JSC(TA).

Stage 4: TA Command and Staff Course (TACSC). The aim of TACSC is to
develop the professional knowledge and understanding of selected TA officers, in

Canadian Army Journal Vol. 11.3 Fall 2008 119



Notes to File on Improving HQ Operations

preparation for unit command and staff positions, primarily at Staff Officer
Grade 1 level. The structure of TACSC comprises 2 centralised weekend training
periods, a distance learning package, a centralised 2 week course and a battlefield run,
spread over May to September.

However, the rules for TACSC also identify the following option:

Overseas Staff Training

Canada. There are two courses available to TA officers in Canada:

¢ Joint Reserve Command and Staff Course. There are usually 2 vacancies
offered to Royal Navy Reserve (RNR), Territorial Army (TA) and Royal Auxiliary Air
Force (RAuUxAF).

e Primary Reserve Army Operations Course. There are normally 4 vacancies,
offered on a tri-Service basis.

French Reserve Staff Course (ESORSEM). The ‘Ecole Superieure des Officiers de
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Reserve Specialistes d’Etat Major’ (ESORSEM) trains French Army reserve officers
to fill staff positions in headquarters and military organisations, both in France and on
operations. The course is run annually in August at the ‘Ecole Militaire’ in Paris and it
offers one place annually to the British Army on a reciprocal basis.

TACSC Equivalence. Attendance at the Canadian PRAOC, the Canadian JRCSC and
the French ESORSEM will count as passing TACSC for qualification for promotion.

Selection. Selection for training (either TACSC or for overseas courses) is by merit.
Overseas nominations are taken on merit from the Board’s scores. This ensures that
high quality representatives are sent abroad to what are recognised as prestigious and
demanding staff courses.

In Canada, both the Primary Reserve and Regular Force Army Operations Courses
are the same except for the manner in which they are delivered. Regular Force officers
are posted to CLFCSC and complete a home study package prior to attending a full-time
15-week long course at the college. Primary Reserve officers complete the same material
and exams, but on a part-time basis over the period of nearly a year. Whereas Canadian
regular force officers complete tutorial 1 of the course over distance learning and tutorials
2 and 3 in residence, primary reserve officers will complete tutorials 1 and 2 through a
combination of distance and on-site learning, and tutorial 3 in residence. Both regular
and primary reserve officers must complete Ex FINAL DRIVE before graduating from the
course.

Foreign reserve army students do not participate in either tutorial 1 or 2. | arrived at
Fort Frontenac at 1800 hours on the Tuesday preceding the start of tutorial 3, a stunningly
beautiful evening with bright sunshine reflecting off the small waves rippling up the Cataraqui
River, the Royal Military College skylined perfectly on the other side. My first impression
was the ease with which | had entered the barracks. The taxi from the city airport had simply
driven in through the archway and stopped. No barrier or armed guard checking identity
cards. | was immediately intrigued, being a military police officer myself, and returned to
the matter of security and the potential threat several times in conversation with course
members over the following weeks. The results of those conversations, however, are best
saved for another forum.

The next three days comprised orientation for the eight foreign students—four British,
two French, one New Zealander and a US Marine—who were to be distributed evenly
amongst the eight syndicates, numbering eighty students in total. The rest of the Fort was
empty for this period, so the eight of us shook ourselves out, studied and worked through
the Orders of Battle (ORBATS) of the Canadian and enemy forces we were to be using,
and recce’d the locality. It was a very pleasant few days, though rather odd to be assessing
key bits of kit used by the British army—AS90 artillery and Warrior AF\V—for enemy combat
power whilst we learned about friendly Leopards, LAVs and LUVs.

It was therefore a major shift to find the dining hall full at breakfast on the first Saturday
of the two week course, having had the place to ourselves for a few days. All of a sudden
our USMC colleague in his pixellated combats was no longer in the minority. Our Combat
95 pattern kit seemed oddly old fashioned next to CADPAT, though our different Corps,
regimental and tactical flashes added colour.

Week one of tutorial 3 was focused on getting to grips with the operational planning
process (OPP). It has clear parallels with the ‘7 Questions’ approach favoured by the British
army. With a combination of whole course lectures and syndicate work, our two syndicate
DS took us through several OPP evolutions at brigade level, each one increasing the
intensity and speed. It was at this stage that the foreign students had the biggest gap to
close, learning a complex process and applying it on unfamiliar ground against unfamiliar
forces with unfamiliar kit. Meanwhile, our Canadian colleagues were continuing operations
against an enemy and on ground covered during the previous nine months during Tutorials
one and two of their staff training. That's not to say they had it any easier. We all bore the
burden of scrutiny from the Directing Staff. | reflected that some distance learning for the
foreign students before the course would perhaps have enabled us to focus on the OPP
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learning rather than wondering where in the Lemgoan order of march the Rice Bag locating
radar appeared. However, the patience and collaborative spirit of the Canadian soldier was
demonstrated to the full and by the start of the CPX phase at the end of the week, we were
all primus inter pares.

Back in the UK the students had at this stage met for two extended weekend blocks
and then the first week of the main course during which the Principles of War, Functions in
Combat and the spectrum of operations were studied in depth, and then applied in a series
of map exercises, firstly at battalion and then at brigade level. Individual working papers had
been prepared and submitted and syndicate work delivered and assessed. For the second
week, as in Canada, attention shifted to the Command Post Exercise (CPX) phase.

The author hard at work on Ex FINAL DRIVE

Week two of PRAOC meant a change of scenery as the course decamped daily several
clicks up the road to the Directorate of Land Synthetic Environments for Exercise FINAL
DRIVE. The focus of this seven-day block was on the application of the OPP at brigade level
in a realistic virtual environment, with a heavily resourced, very experienced, hicon-locon
function. Initially the eight syndicates were combined to form four, allowing twenty brigade
staff appointments to be played out in each of the four new brigade headquarters. As the
exercise progressed there was further consolidation down to just three brigade headquar-
ters as well as several Battlegroups. The addition of specialist augmentees at this stage,
such as a G3 Aviation staff officer, added extra realism and the opportunity for students to
practise in a real-time environment.

As in the previous phase, appointments were moved around after each OPP cycle
neared completion and the SALs—student appointment lists—were eagerly anticipated
to learn where in the G1 to G9 spectrum the next challenge would come from. Tempo
and battle rhythm increased proportionally and the tension as H Hour approached for
Op VIBRANT was palpable. Inevitable comparisons were made when snippets could be
gleaned regarding the other syndicates. “They’ve gone there? Why?... What have they
done with the air assets...? Have they taken any casualties...?” and so on.
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Throughout all this the DS were ever present with their ubiquitous blue pads, jotting
down notes on each student. Periodically, they would appear en masse for briefings, rep-
resenting the Divisional staff, headed by the College Commandant. It was a dynamic
workplace. Never enough time—crack on. Fight through the friction as one DS put it.
Graphically illustrated by the last decision brief in our syndicate: just as we were about to
launch | was passed a scrap of paper with the words “ causeway identified inside bridge ”
scribbled hastily on it. It completely altered our primary objective. Ah well...

One offensive operation and one contingency operation later and we had completed
the OPP and CPX phases. All that remained were some operational updates from Kandahar
and other briefings on counter-terrorism. Our UK colleagues meanwhile were getting into
joint operations, perhaps going one step further. Then again, they didn’'t have Lake Ontario
to sip beer by. A day of de-briefing, photographs, packing up and finally the splendid mess
dinner. What a blast. The band had even learned my regimental march.

The whole experience was put into perspective by the Commandant who, in his final
address, remarked that by passing PRAOC, not only had each student demonstrated
sufficient capability to operate in a formation headquarters, but that there was every
likelihood that that expertise would be used for real in an operational theatre.

Having had the privilege of learning with the Canadian Army, | would not hesitate to
operate alongside you in the future. I just hope there’s a Timmy Hortons nearby (which there
apparently is).

Visit us online at...

http://www.army.forces.gc.calcaj/
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— BOOK REVIEWS —

THE TERRORIST PERSPECTIVES PROJECT
STOUT, Mark E., Jessica M. Huckabey, John R. Schindler and Jim Lacey. Annapolis, MD:
Naval Institute Press, 2008.

Nancy Teeple

Effective counterterrorism (CT) initiatives require an understanding of the motivations,
attitudes, and methods driving terrorist organizations. Al Qaeda and its associated
movements follow an ideology, doctrine, and methodology which outline its strategic and
operational objectives, as demonstrated by a number of captured narratives and essays
composed by the intellectual leadership of various jihadist movements. These primary
sources provide CT specialists with a first-hand perspective on how jihadis perceive the
conflict with the West (i.e. the U.S. and its allies), in addition to providing a template for
how Islamic jihadists conduct operations against their enemies. Strategic analysis of these
unique sources provides CT specialists with the necessary tools to predict and prevent
terrorist activities and track down the leaders directing the movement’s operations.

This review evaluates three books which are complementary sources on the Salafi
jihadist movement.! These books comprise the findings of the Terrorist Perspectives Project
(TPP) conducted by the Institute for Defense Analysis and Joint Advanced Warfighting
Division under the auspices of the Joint Force Center for Operational Analysis and U.S.
Joint Forces Command. The goal of the TPP study is to provide the policy community with
al Qaeda and its associated movements’ (AQAM) strategic thought by knowing the enemy
“as he knows himself in terms that he would recognize.”

These books are best read in the order presented below, since the first outlines the
strategic and operational views of the movement, the second is a collection of jihadist
writing by ten terrorist thinkers, and the third presents an Islamic jihad manifesto compiled
by one of the more prolific writers introduced in the second book. In presenting the point
of view of the movement’'s members, these volumes provide an understanding of Wahhab
inspired Salafist ideology which drives jihadist activity and their ultimate goal of restoring the
Islamic Caliphate. Quotes and references of prominent individuals of the movement figure
throughout the texts, namely Sayyid Qutb, Abdullah, Azzam, Osama bin Laden, Abu Musab
Zargawi, and Ayman al-Zawahiri, among others.

THE TERRORIST PERSPECTIVES PROJECT: STRATEGIC AND
OPERATIONAL VIEWS OF AL QAIDA AND ASSOCIATED MOVEMENTS
STOUT, Mark E., Jessica M. Huckabey, John R. Schindler and Jim Lacey. Annapolis, MD:
Naval Institute Press, 2008.

Prepared by the Institute of Defense for the U.S. Joint Forces Command, this research
analyzes the writings of terrorists, both leaders and foot soldiers, to provide for more
effective combative measures against the enemy. This text is a collaborative effort by the
following: Mark Stout, a researcher at IDA, who formerly served at the Department of
the Army, Department of State, and CIA (with contributions provided by JAWD); Jessica
Huckabey, a researcher at IDA, an information officer in the Navy Reserve; John Schindler,
who not only served with the National Security Agency (NSA) as an intelligence analyst
and CT officer, but also published a great deal on terrorism, and is currently a professor of
national security studies at the U.S. Naval War College; Jim Lacey, an IDA analyst, former
U.S. Army infantry officer, and journalist with Time magazine.

The TTP outlines the lessons that have shaped AQAM’s strategy and conduct in the
global war on terrorism (GWOT) for use by U.S. civilian and military policy officers, and
educators at professional military institutions. This study is a useful information resource
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for the intelligence community attempting to understand
and disrupt AQAM operations. The principle behind
this study follows Sun Tzu'’s philosophy to “know your
enemy.”

This book identifies two major sources of data con-
o tributing to knowledge of the enemy, namely captured
X m documents (found in al Qaeda training camps and
safe houses in Afghanistan, and from Abu Musab al-
Zargawi’s base in Iraq) and open source materials,
dealing with tactical aims and weaponology, in
Phadimmetedopon gy additioq to the strategy, poIiticaI. philosophy, theolc.).gical
AL QAIDA AND ASSOCIATED MOVEMENTS foundations, and methodology in the conduct of jihad.
Interestingly, the authors indicate their initial concern
that open source documents would be untrustworthy, as
potential sources of disinformation to mislead analysts
of CT efforts. However, it is concluded that attempts
Mark E. Stout, Jessica M. Huckabey, John R. Schindier to mislead “infidel” analysts might also succeed in
Wi bw misleading members and potential jihadi recruits.
Therefore, the experts have safely concluded that open
source jihad literature, for the most part, represents a
reliable source of doctrinal information.

The authors deliver a logical framework assessing various aspects of the movement in
conjunction with alternative perspectives provided by foreign media (e.g. al Jazeera), the
views of the jihadists, moderate Islamists, the general Muslim population—many of whom
are adamantly opposed to Salafist Jihadism—and the political leadership (i.e. the “apostate”
regimes who collaborate with western Zionist-crusader invaders), comprising the cultural
context within which the movement emerged. These perspectives are often neglected in
traditional intelligence and strategic analysis, possibly due to prior inaccessibility of such
texts.

The discussion presents a solid organized evaluation of various aspects of the jihadist
movement in which each chapter concludes with a concise summary of the points discussed,
looking forward to the next chapter which builds upon the previous analysis. Each chapter
is preceded by one or more quotes by jihadists or CT experts, appropriately providing an
introductory augmentation to the subject matter presented in the chapter, and are often
further analyzed in the discussion therein. Many chapters contain information boxes to
clarify foreign concepts, such as wahhabism or dawah, or to provide a side discussion
adding value to the topic of aspects of terrorist operations, attitudes, and perspectives. This
research provides extensive references in the form of endnotes at the conclusion of each
chapter, providing information sources as well as additional insights to the discussion by
expanding upon discourse not elaborated upon in the main text. Also helpful is a glossary
and index located in the back to assist the reader in understanding and identifying certain
foreign concepts. The text also contains numerous visual examples, such as diagrams,
propaganda pictures and materiel collected from AQAM recruiting media. Notably the
discussion provides lessons learned component to demonstrate how AQAM are adapting
to the global security environment and concludes with implications for establishing policy to
counter the adapting threat.

THE CANONS OF JIHAD: TERRORISTS’ STRATEGY FOR DEFEATING

AMERICA
LACY Jim, ed. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2008.

Lacey proposes that the best way to understand jihadists is to look at what they say to
each other, to capture the essence of the beliefs and avoid the common problem of mirror-im-
aging prevalent in a great deal of intelligence analysis. This volume is comprised of writings
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by intellectuals of the Salafist jihadi movement. Lacey’s
introduction provides a brief explanation of the contents
in each sample to clarify certain poorly constructed texts,
which are difficult to read. The prose has been edited
to make it more readable. Regarding content, Lacey
indicates two separate yet related themes: a focus on
the “near enemy”, which represents the governments of
the Middle East, which are viewed by the jihadis as unjust
and apostate; and the “far enemy”, which represents the
United States’ support of those apostate governments.
The goal of the jihadists therefore is to eliminate the U.S.
TERRORISTS' STRATEGY FOR DEFEATING aMerica N order to eliminate the apostate governments. The
outcome would see the reinstatement of the Caliphate
and true Islam in Muslim lands.

Each chapter following the preface presents a

sample of writing by some of the most prolific leaders in
the global jihadist movement. For instance, chapter 1
presents Osama bin Laden’s declaration of jihad against
the U.S. issued three years prior to 9/11. Chapter 7
comprises Sheik Abdullah Yusuf Azzam’s call to join the
militant Islamist movement. Most chapters contain a brief biography of the writer to provide
the reader with the author’s background prior to reading essay.

Edited by Jim Lacey

Notably, these texts serve as instruction guides and explanations for the motives
and operations of AQAM, such as why they oppose the west, their political game, the
Qur’anic concept and strategy for war, and a plan of action and movement. These writers
are well-versed in theories of war, and include details on guerrilla and resistance tactics,
attributed to Mao. They understand the value of information operations, specifically psycho-
logical operations, and the requirement for effective intelligence gathering. Their strategy for
winning hearts and minds, not only the Muslim community, but also non-Muslims opposed
to Western CT efforts and counterinsurgency campaign in the Middle East, relies heavily on
psychological factors. The jihadist's propagandist style of writing demonstrates a blatant
manipulation of facts intended to sway the reader’s perception of events. For instance,
al-Suri downplays the U.S. contribution and effect in the 1980s war against the Soviets in
Afghanistan, by twisting accounts to portray the U.S. involvement as more of a hindrance
than as a valuable ally. Acommon theme in the texts is the expression of confidence by the
jihadis that they will ultimately win against the West, not only because the mujahedeen were
able to defeat the Soviets in Afghanistan, but also because God sanctions their jihad.

However, this reviewer feels that these intellectuals might not have considered that
some themes may have an adverse effect on their less-impressionable readers. Some
arguments lose credibility as they appear to contradict other notions within the text, such
as arguing that violent jihad is required of all Muslims and sanctioned by God, but then
attempts to win over the ummah (i.e. the global Muslim community), while demonstrating
zero tolerance to moderate Muslims. On the other hand, Brigadier-General S.K. Malik, who
provides a persuasive and well-informed discourse on the Qur’anic concept of war, argues
that humanitarianism lies at the very hear of the Islamic approach to war, and instructs
against the torture and massacre of enemies and hostages. Therefore, although contradic-
tions do exist in some texts, if appears that terrorists (or enemy mujahedeen) do in fact have
a code of ethics in the conduct of war.
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A TERRORIST'S CALL TO GLOBAL JIHAD: DECIPHERING ABU MUSAB

AL-SURI'S ISLAMIC JIHAD MANIFESTO
LACEY, Jim, ed. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2008.

In this volume, Lacey presents al-Qaeda
mastermind Abu Musab al-Suri’s jihad manifesto The
Call to Global Islamic Resistance. This is a condensed
y ik ' translated version of the original text, which outlines

4 e : the doctrine, history, beliefs, criticisms, and recom-

i, mendations for the modern jihad movement arranged

I '-:;:;I','::I'm.} b“ into nine chapters. In his introduction Lacey provides
= a brief synopsis and analysis of the content of the text,

o § describing al-Suri’s background, his involvement with

al-Qaeda, his relationship as top aide to Osama bin

y : | 1 LI.. ] ! r
Laden, and instructor to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi (leader
of alQaeda in Iraq).

DECIPHERING ABU MUSAB ALSURI'S In his analysis, Lacey notes al-Suri’s unusual

ISLAMIC JIHAD MANIFESTO perspective in this jihad manifesto in comparison to

other works of jihadis. In particular, he discuses the

movement’s successes and failures, providing criticism

on how jihad has been conducted (e.g. 9/11) with the

result that the movement faces extinction and therefore

Edited by Jim Locay must alter its entire method of operation to avoid being

easy targets for CT initiatives. Notably, Lacey demon-

strates how al-Suri unintentionally presents the West

with a variety of CT options, as a result of evaluating al-Suri’s “how-to” manual for a new
al-Qaeda in the post 9/11 world.

The Call begins with al-Suri’s perception of the conflict between the ummah and its
enemy, the Zionist-Crusader alliance and the apostate regimes of the Arab-Islamic world,
as a “war of ideas.” In a topically organized discourse, the detailed and somewhat repetitive
discussion presents the history of the perceived western assault against the Islamic world
and the emergence of the Islamic resistance against the West, with the requirement that
Muslims must join the jihadi resistance in accordance with sharia law. In this account al-Suri
asserts that there must be a universal ideology to unite the global Islamic community with
the goal of repelling the “Crusader assault”’, but he does not seem hopeful. Too many
factors are working against the movement's initiatives, such as the success of CT efforts in
the post-9/11 global environment and the American-led GWOT that resulted in the capture
of many of the movement’s leaders. Al-Suri indicates that the number of Arab mujahedeen
captured or killed in Afghanistan amounts to 1600 of the 1900 believed to comprise the
resistance.

It would have been interesting to read al-Suri’s perception of historical events from the
fall of the Roman Empire to the 20" century, however, this section had been cut from the
publication because Lacey believed that it offered little insight into the jihadi movement.
This version of history might have provided a background to the jihadi perspective in how
the movement interprets past events, such as the Crusader conquests to which al-Suri
makes reference throughout the text. Notably, al-Suri attempts to persuade his readers
of each argument with an example or lessons learned scenario from past experiences or
mistakes in operational conduct. For instance, he identifies a number of errors in jihad
conduct, structure, and methodology, which has cost the movement support, personnel,
and security. One such error is the unilateral and elitist approach to the jihadist message,
making it unappealing to the masses, resulting in loss of support and recruits. Ultimately, a
code of conduct with a set of principles, ethics, and roles is encouraged in order to win the
hearts and minds of the ummah.
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Contrary to the perspectives other terrorist writers, al-Suri presents an alternative
viewpoint to the effects of a large-scale offensive against the West. For instance, al-Suri
argues that 9/11 has caused more harm to the movement, by loss of support throughout the
Islamic world, and the fragmentation of al-Qaeda and other mujahedeen groups, as well as
the capture and killing of mujahedeen and leaders. In his manifesto, al-Suri laments that the
movement is weak and must adapt to the changing global security environment.

The translation of the text is well done, indicating that al-Suri’s writing skills and prose
must have been decent. Ultimately, Lacey exercised good judgement in restricting the
content to only material relevant to understanding the ideology of Islamic terrorism.

Concluding Remarks

It is remarkable that the writings of Salafist jihadists demonstrate a logical construct in
otherwise fanatical thinking. The assumption that these movements are guided by irrational
religious zealots can be discredited by the rational dialogue put forward to convince its
followers and recruits that jihad is the right action against oppression. Indeed, it makes it
difficult to intellectually dismiss an enemy who can reasonably apply the strategic principles
of Western military theorists, such as Carl von Clausewitz and Basil Liddel-Hart, to jihadist
concepts. AQAM’s understanding of international relations and political power plays dem-
onstrates its own willingness and ability to understand its enemy and how to best strike at
its weaknesses.

Although these publications are aimed at the U.S. strategic community, they would
provide academics, policymakers, military and civilian strategists of all NATO countries with
an invaluable tool for the study terrorist motivation and conduct. These books should be on
the reading list for security intelligence specialists in terrorism, counterterrorism, and WMD
proliferation.

Endnotes

1. Islamic revival founded upon the literal understanding of Islamic law as outlined in the Qur’an and
Sunna, inspiring the 20* century Islamic Awakening, leading to a global jihad movement—Stout, Mark
E.; Huckabey, Jessica M.; Schindler, John R.; & Lacey, Jim. The Terrorist Perspectives Project:
Strategic and Operational Views of al Qaida and Associated Movements. Annapolis, MD: Naval
Institute Press, 2008. p. 2. Out of the three main branches of Salafis, two are significant to this
discussion: politico/reformists (Muslim Brotherhood), and jihadis (AQAM)—Stout, et al. p. 4.
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SOLDIERS OF REASON: THE RAND CORPORATION AND THE RISE OF

THE AMERICAN EMPIRE
ABELLA, Alex. New York: Harcourt, Inc. 2008. Hard cover, 388 pages. ISBN
9780151010813

Major Andrew B. Godefroy, CD, PhD

Despite the tremendous victories over both Nazi Germany and
Imperial Japan, at the end of the Second World War the United States
SOLDIERS OF (USA) found itself confronting yet another dangerous foe—its former

H E A s U N wartime ally, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). Knowing
that science and technology had made invaluable contributions to the

allied defeat of its wartime enemies and that such instruments would
RITTEA LI LIMETR play a crucial role in any future war against the Soviet Union, steps
were immediately taken by the United States to institutionalize and
expand this knowledge. Through the creation of specialized organi-
zations later known as ‘think tanks’, some of the best and brightest
minds in the USA were brought together to work on challenges then

THE AMERICAN EMPIRE
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confronting American national security. Perhaps the most legendary of these Cold War
think tanks was the one called ‘Research and Development Inc.’ or simply RAND.

In his most recent work, Soldiers of Reason: The RAND Corporation and the Rise of
American Empire, author Alex Abella has produced a gossipy yet entertaining history of the
think tank from its earliest days to the present. Though not the first history of the ‘shadowy
think tank that shaped the modern world’ as the book’s dust jacket claims, Abella has never-
theless delivered a reasonably well rounded tale that is both broad in its scope and detailed
in its narrative.

Taking the reader through RAND’s earliest days when its halls were dominated by
physicists supporting U.S. Air Force’s (USAF) planning for atomic warfare, Abella shows
how the search for rationality in complex decisions about nuclear war eventually led to
its application to problems beyond military affairs. Arguing that RAND’s expansion in the
1960s and 1970s to tackle problems of economic and social research were subjected to
the same rational approaches, Soldiers of Reason suggests that the think tank’s influence
within American policy making ultimately led to reshaping American society writ large.

For Abella, RAND’s devotion to systems theory, game theory, chaos theory, as well as
other operational research approaches in influencing government policy had far-reaching
implications. RAND shaped the course of national security in the early Cold War period,
restructured American foreign policy, shaped critical historical events such as the Vietnam
War, and eventually chose the paths pursued in domestic economic and social policies. In
following the careers of several legendary figures including Herman Kahn, Albert Wolhstetter,
Kenneth Arrow, and Daniel Ellesberg, Abella demonstrates how these and other remarkable
men and women left their stamp on nearly every aspect of American government, society,
and culture.

The book’s strength is its ability to present a readable overview of RAND’s entire
six-decade history supported by numerous recent interviews with many of the think tank’s
pioneers. Its main weakness is Abella’s tendency to gloss over or bend facts to make a
point. Like many outsiders looking into the defence community, he is too quick to suggest
conspiracy or incompetence when he does not understand an issue in its entirety, and is
too often prone to quip liberally on matters when his lack of knowledge shows through in
the writing. Far from being well-placed commentary, his failed attempt at witty riposte is
distracting from an otherwise well written book.

Still, Soldiers of Reason builds on the range of current literature examining American
defence intellectuals with new interviews and perspectives on how Cold War security
concerns eventually led to the shaping of American post war society as a whole. As a simpler
read or for those not already familiar with the subject, Abella offers a cursory overview of
RAND that stimulates further investigation of the topic.
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CROSS OF IRON: THE RISE AND FALL OF THE GERMAN WAR MACHINE,

1918-1945
MOSIER John, New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2007

Robert Engen

Dr. John Mosier is a man who enjoys myths. An English
professor and film critic, Mosier has now written three major works
exploring and “overturning” the supposed myths of twentieth century
military history, the most recent of which is Cross of Iron: The Rise
and Fall of the German War Machine. As a study of the development
of the German military between 1919 and 1945, it can be read as
a sequel to two of his previous books, The Blitzkrieg Myth and The
Myth of the Great War, both of which were also exercises in historical
“myth-busting.”

- Mosier is one of several writers who in recent years have taken
*JOHN MOSIER to challenging the legitimacy of the discipline of military history. This
collection of non-specialists includes Dave Grossman and James
Bacque, who along with Mosier take as a basis for their works the
assumption that military historians are either hiding the truth or are grossly incompetent in
their own field. They believe that military history as “traditionally” written is full of grievous
errors and misunderstandings that historians have perpetuated, and that only they have
the vision or determination to dispel. As Mosier blithely remarks, “the one lesson that
military history teaches us is the imperviousness of its students to evidence.” Not an
attitude designed to endear his work to historians, clearly, but the proof is in the pudding,
and quality research and convincing arguments can make credible even the most bellig-
erently revisionist works. Unfortunately, the research underpinning Cross of Iron is very
problematic, and the book’s arguments are not convincing. Although Mosier’s ideas are
sometimes worth listening to, there are good reasons to treat this work with a degree of
skepticism.

Dr. Mosier’s book claims to be an examination of the German army from the end of
the First World War to its final collapse in 1945. It vacillates between looking at the grand
strategic picture and the remarkably minute tactical details, exploring why the German army
maintained its edge during the interwar period and was so effective in the early years of the
Second World War. It weaves themes from his previous two books on the First World War
and the “blitzkrieg” strategy of the Second World War with a more detailed discussion of
Germany’s war making capabilities during the inter-war years and its combat performance
between 1939 and 1945. Cross of Iron presents nothing less than a new narrative on how
the German Wehrmacht developed into the force that it did. It covers a surprisingly large
amount of material in a small space. Accordingly, one of the major problems it encounters
are that some of its most important and controversial points are inadequately documented
and pale in comparison to other works.

The book makes little attempt to disguise Mosier’s clear anti-Bolshevik stance, and he
has nothing charitable to say about the Soviet Union or the Red Army. In fact, he clearly
attributes Soviet success only to American intervention, both in material aid and in opening
up various second fronts in Western Europe. Mosier resists any notion that the Red Army
was able to learn or improve to any significant degree during the war, and goes so far as
to claim that the Germans still had the Soviets “on the ropes” and close to defeat in late
1944, at a time when the Red Army was tearing apart the Wehrmacht on the borders of
Germany.? Every “traditional” Russian victory in the war Mosier seems to disparage as a
stalemate at best, overblown by Soviet propaganda that historians have dutifully repeated.
This is in stark contrast to other recent work on the Soviet-German front, particularly by
historian David Glantz, whose 2005 book Colossus Reborn examines the same events
and timeframe as Cross of Iron’s chapters nine and ten. Glantz’s famously meticulous
research in previously unopened Soviet archives presents a different argument: despite
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horrific losses and setbacks in the first thirty months of the war, the Red Army managed
to transform itself from an inadequate force to a powerful military instrument capable of
defeating the Wehrmacht.® Mosier’s argument may hold more appeal for those who worship
the Wehrmacht’'s military prowess, but in terms of scholarly credibility Glantz’s accounts
seem more likely and are the product of exponentially better research in both English and
Russian archives.

Likewise, Mosier’s portrayal of Adolf Hitler presents a problem. Although he stresses at
length that he believes Hitler was an evil man, Mosier also manages to lionize the Nazi
dictator, portraying him as a bastion of strategic genius amidst a sea of more technically-
minded individuals. Mosier uses the word “shrewd” in almost every description of the dicta-
tor’s actions, and ascribes to him traits such as a “keen nose for public decorum (as well
as an understanding of women).” Now, the goal of portraying Hitler as a sane, calculat-
ing human being rather than a monstrous lunatic is a worthwhile one. However, Mosier’s
portrayal of the man as a bonafide military genius and foreign policy mastermind rings false
and only serves to show Mosier’s own imperviousness to evidence. One of the recent defini-
tive biographical works on Hitler, historian lan Kershaw’s well-researched two-volume Hitler:
Hubris and Nemesis, also explores the dictator’'s humanity. Kershaw does not portray Hitler
as insane, but finds abundant evidence of an extremely broken personality at work, and
very few hints of outstanding military genius. Mosier goes so far as to dismiss Kershaw’s
biography at one point as being too flattering to the Soviets, in the process misrepresenting
what Kershaw actually says.® But Kershaw’s exhaustively-researched work is a more au-
thoritative account than Cross of Iron, as Mosier offers little evidence that would compel the
reader to buy into his own sympathetic portrayal of Hitler. While the dictator was certainly a
human being, and while his reputation as a military leader was certainly slurred by his army
commanders both during and following the war, the grounds for Mosier’s assessment of his
innate genius are questionable.

To lend substance to such claims, a scholar could, reasonably, need to produce a large
amount of research, but it is here, sadly, that Cross of Iron is at its weakest. The book is
poorly documented, with little or no cited source material for many of its key contentions.
It would have made a favourable impression, for example, if Mosier had, every time he
expressed how “we have too much documentary evidence” for his argument not to be the
case, cited some of this documentary evidence to support his claims. There is no indication
that Mosier has undertaken any archival or primary-source research at all; his facts and data
are drawn exclusively from secondary sources, as are, by and large, his previous works.

There are also a number of arguments presented in this book that are simply
incongruous. One particularly curious contention of Mosier’s is that Stalin was to blame for
the brutal treatment of Soviet prisoners of war at the hands of the Germans, claiming that
“it was Stalin who was responsible for the failure of the Soviet Union to sign the Geneva
Conventions; doing so would have forced the Germans to treat Russian prisoners of war as
they did the Allied prisoners, or at least to pay lip service to the concept.”® How precisely it
would have “forced” the Germans into doing anything is not elaborated upon. As another
example, earlier on, Cross of Iron emphasizes the central place of the German Freikorps to
the inter-war army, and discusses how virtually every German senior officer in the Second
World War had been a part of the Freikorps. But Mosier then describes at length how the
inter-war German army was staffed with “a remarkably naive group of technicians” that Hitler
“dazzled, coddled, and manipulated” instead of the seasoned, bloody-minded veterans of
the Freikorps.” Some of Mosier’s points contradict themselves, seem to be tangled in a
knot, and could use clarification or, perhaps, reconsideration entirely.

This is not to suggest that Mosier is entirely incorrect. His contentions about the war
guilt of the German Wehrmacht are well-founded. His belief that the “blitzkrieg” German
victories have little to do with German superiority and everything to do with the moral
failure of the Allies is likewise highly plausible. Cross of Iron has good points to make,
and is clearly aimed at stirring up controversy. But despite its pretensions to “demystify-
ing” history it merely presents a controversial interpretation of the narrative, and brings no
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significant new evidence or research to the discourse. In some cases there are better-
written works with a much firmer grounding in the documentary evidence available that
one could recommend over Cross of Iron. This book seems overly informed by its vicious
anti-communist prejudice and its desire to “overthrow” the established history. Perhaps the
current historiographical paradigm needs to be shaken up or even overturned, but Cross of
Iron, heavy on speculation but very light on evidence, is not the book to do it.
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KORAN, KALASHNIKOV AND LAPTOP: THE NEO-TALIBAN INSURGENCY

IN AFGHANISTAN
GIUSTOZZI, Antonio. Columbia University Press, November 2007. Hardcover, 224
pages, $26.50.

Arnav Manchanda, MA

NCGR Gh YA AN In his latest book Dr. Antonio Giustozzi, a researcher at
ano Larroe the Crisis States Research Centre of the London School of

menmrwms  ECONOMIcs, examines the rise of the ‘neo-Taliban’ following the
~meaeren 20027 |JS-led invasion of Afghanistan and the ousting of the old Taliban
regime in late 2001. His central hypothesis is that the Taliban
were able to recover and rebuild by exploiting numerous factors,
including a weak and corrupt Afghan government under Hamid
Karzai, an inadequate number of international troops, a safe
haven in Pakistan, and faulty counter-insurgency strategies. By
doing so, they established a presence throughout the country and
© gained legitimacy amongst the Afghan population. Giustozzi warns
that if the insurgency is allowed to develop it could resemble the
anti-Soviet war of the 1980s: leaderless, chaotic, and ultimately
leading to defeat for foreign forces.

ANTONID BRAETOZI

In late 2001, the seeds of a sophisticated insurgency were
sown with the flight of core Taliban commanders into a receptive environment provided
by the Pakistani government and intelligence services. The neo-Taliban proceeded to
adopt a more flexible approach to certain technologies, tactics and goals compared to their
predecessors, for example in their embrace of the media, military techniques, and foreign
theories of insurgency. They took advantage of opportunities presented when the new
Afghan government alienated potential allies by empowering strongmen and ‘warlords’ in
the regions. The neo-Taliban was only too happy to incorporate the disenfranchised into
their networks. Furthermore, the lack of basic services to meet rising public expectations
and rampant corruption led many Afghans into the hands of the neo-Taliban, who provided
some basic services such as law and order. The neo-Taliban also drove a wedge between
those who supported the government and the rest of the population by targeting the former
as collaborators.

132 Canadian Army Journal Vol. 11.3 Fall 2008



The neo-Taliban does not lack new recruits. The refugee camps, madrassas (religious
schools) and tribal regions of Pakistan provide a ready stream of volunteers. The author
also argues that the weakening of the traditional tribal system in Afghanistan leads many
young men to join the insurgency to satisfy their craving for prestige, giving the neo-Taliban
a cross-tribal base of support and strength. Recruits also come from those disenfran-
chised and excluded from the patronage networks of the Afghan government in the regions.
Networking with xenophobic clergy across Afghanistan gives the neo-Taliban a truly national
network and operational milieu in a country marked by fragmentation. In addition, the ability
of the Taliban to portray themselves as in the fight for the long haul, in comparison to the
finicky interveners, gives them additional credibility on the Afghan street.

Giustozzi demonstrates that the neo-Taliban leadership is largely centralized in terms
of financial control and ideological cohesion. However, he also notes that considerable
autonomy is given to field commanders. Interestingly, Giustozzi does not spend much time
on the funding received from narcotics for the Taliban, noting that it is at best a secondary
source; and this can definitely be disputed. Neo-Taliban troops also operate according
to a simple rulebook, and Giustozzi makes a noteworthy point that these fighters do not
intentionally target civilians, but instead choose to attract retaliatory fire into civilian areas,
discrediting the international forces and Afghan government.

The author argues that the neo-Taliban follow a ‘grand strategy’ of sorts, one which is
largely imported from abroad. He explores differing interpretations of this strategy. One
is ‘fourth generation warfare,” where the insurgents use all means possible—economic,
military, social and political—to convince their opponents’ political decision-makers that the
fight is not worth pursuing. Another is Maoist doctrine, which calls for the creation of staging
areas in order to launch a final offensive against the opponent. A third possible interpreta-
tion is that of the ‘war of the flea,” where the opponent is attacked in various locations, and
retaliation by the opposing force incurs civilian casualties and the resentment of the local
population, leading to frustration and an eventual withdrawal.

The author argues that the neo-Taliban strategy draws from all three explanations.
However, it remains unclear what the ultimate end-goals of the neo-Taliban are. Rather
than wanting to establish an autonomous state or government, Giustozzi postulates that the
ultimate goal could be political incorporation into the government, and that the insurgency is
meant to establish the neo-Taliban as a credible negotiating force.

Giustozzi does not devote much space to the military tactics of the neo-Taliban, but
does provide a useful overview of their evolution. He notes the use of improvised explosive
devices, suicide bombers and greater flexibility in battlefield communication and movement.
The ability of the Taliban to field a sophisticated informer network in order to plan ambushes
and other operations is also quite striking. The neo-Taliban have weaknesses, including a
lack of radio discipline, a commitment to ideology over military proficiency, and a vulnerabil-
ity to air power and the superior technology of the international forces.

Giustozzi makes some valid and rather damning observations on the counter-insur-
gency effort. His main critique is that the neo-Taliban was ignored as a viable opponent
until 2005, and that much was lost in not establishing an international presence on the
ground—in the villages and districts—during the early stages of the mission, especially
in the south. The author argues that a mix of patronage-based counter-insurgency and
special operations forces could have stemmed the tide of the neo-Taliban early in the
conflict. Giustozzi also criticizes international forces for lacking an intelligence capability to
match the insurgents’ networks of informers. He also notes that the ability to accumulate
local knowledge and familiarity, and to pass that information on through subsequent troop
rotations, is extremely important.

This reviewer is aware that many of the shortcomings of the counter-insurgency effort
identified by Giustozzi are already being remedied: the use of airpower is being curbed,
lessons learnt from one rotation to the next are being transmitted, and a greater effort is
being made to integrate civilian and military aspects of the mission. Indeed, Giustozzi
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does not examine innovative concepts such as Provincial Reconstruction Teams or other
capacity-building projects for Afghan governance and security.

Whatever progress there is, however, does not excuse the fact that the counter-insur-
gency effort lacks a comprehensive strategy on the ground. There are disagreements within
the NATO coalition over issues such as opium eradication; negotiating with the Taliban; the
desired end-goals; the imposition of caveats on the use of national troop contingents; and
differing approaches to counter-insurgency.

In conclusion, this timely volume is a comprehensive overview of the rise of the
neo-Taliban. However, it can be both overwhelming in its detail and imprecise when it
delves into policy analysis and recommendation. Nevertheless, this work should be on the
bookshelf of anyone who wishes to better understand the current conflict in Afghanistan.
Indeed, this reviewer is encouraged that the book is already on the reading list of Canadian
commanders in Kandahar.

THE DAY OF BATTLE: THE WAR IN SICILY AND ITALY
ATKINSON Rick. New York: Henry, Holt and Company, 2007. 791 pages.
ISBN-13: 978-0-0-5080-62-89-2, $44.00 CAD

2Lt Thomas Fitzgerald, MA, LLB (2IRRC)

In the second volume of his “Liberation Trilogy”, Rick
Atkinson continues his fascinating and vivid account of the
Allied 1943-1944 Sicily/Italy campaign. In The Day of Battle
he expands on his theme of a maturing army, its military
leadership, and a country at war. In his first book, An Army
at Dawn, ' Atkinson details a military and a country ill-pre-

pared for the rigors of war. From the almost comic-opera
. /. = landings during OPERATION TORCH (the invasion of North
War in Sicily and ltaly, 19438 | Africa, to the defeat at Kasserine), the author chronicles with
| enormous detail a military command often at war with itself
and with its political leadership and which had no consistent
overall plan to defeat the enemy.

The amateurish ability of the American high command
is on display during the campaign in Sicily; from the near
annihilation from “friendly fire” of the 82" Airborne Division
during a combat drop preceding the invasion (OPERATION
HUSKY), and the inactivity of the Seventh Army once
ashore at Gela, to the inexplicable strategic mistake of not
capturing the port of Messina, thereby allowing almost 120,000 German and Italian troops to
escape and fight again. This lack of combat acuity is again demonstrated during the landing
at Salerno when Lt. General Mark Clark positioned a corps boundary along a river, creating
a seam in his defensive line, a mistake quickly exploited by the German panzers with near
disastrous results. Also, during the landing at Anzio, the invading force failed to seize the
surrounding hills, thereby bottling themselves up for months. Atkinson is unsparing in his
criticism of these blunders.

v AT v 6 S 67

HE ERRER AT ION TRILDG Y

RICK ATKINSON

In the face of these military missteps, one is left to wonder: how did the Allies succeed
in what, in the broader scheme of things, was a sideshow? The author has two theories:
first, the growing industrial might of the United States allowed quick replenishment of lost
matériel. While regrettable in terms of loss of life, the losses in transport, tanks and other
vehicles were easily replaced. By 1943, American war production was quickly becoming
more efficient in turning out the necessary instruments of war. Second, the determina-
tion of the simple combat soldier to win the war and go home safely more than made
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up for poor generalship. Even in the face of almost certain death, the American soldier
remained eternally optimistic as he learned to become more professional, more determined,
more remorseless in his relentless war against the enemy. Atkinson is able to portray the
American soldier in this fashion by his frequent use of news reports, memoirs, diaries,
letters and in the words of the soldiers themselves. In a letter home to his sister, an Army
captain wrote, “I will have done my share to make this world a better place in which to live.
Maybe when the lights go on all over the world, free people can be happy and gay again.”

The cast of players in the Italian campaign from the well known (Churchill, Roosevelt,
Eisenhower, Patton, Clark and Montgomery), to the less well known (Truscott, Lucas,
McCrerry and Biddle), is objectively analyzed with their mistakes and successes equally
catalogued.

This, then, is “The Day of Battle”, the story of bravery and of blunder in the classroom
of war called Italy. The soldiers and generals who learned these hard lessons would later
put them to good use in Europe following D-Day, events to be described in the final volume
of the trilogy. With its focus on the American efforts, this book is not a general history of the
Italian campaign, so it lacks an overall strategic context to ground it. Anyone looking for
more than a superficial examination of the other allied combatants will be disappointed. The
Canadian battles, for example, are cursorily analyzed (disappointingly, the map for Ortona
has the present national flag, not the Red Ensign marking Canadian troop locations). At
times, Atkinson perhaps, due in part to his journalistic background, displays a tendency for
melodramatic phrasing and purple prose interspersed with words which have the reader
reaching for a dictionary. That said, “Day of Battle” is a story needing telling and one well
told.

Endnote

1. Rick Atkinson An Army at Dawn, New York: Henry Holt and Company (2002).

GERMAN V-WEAPON SITES, 1943-45
ZALOGA Steven J. Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2008. Soft cover, 64 pages,
ISBN 9781846032479

Major Andrew B. Godefroy, CD, PhD

The fortress series of Osprey Publications continues

to deliver strong products in concise, well-written and

GERMAN V-WEAPON illustrated packages. Among the most recent additions

i to this series is Steven J. Zaloga’s German V-Weapon

SITES 1943-45 Sites, 1943-45, an examination of the locations from

which Germany planned to employ their most advanced

flying bomb, rocket, missile, and supergun technologies

against the allies in the latter years of the Second World
War.

Zaloga is a well-known and respected author of
subjects associated with military technology. A previous
author of over a dozen Osprey publications, his latest
work focuses on the development of installations, launch
sites, and mobile launch platforms for Germany’s V-1
flying bomb, V-2 missile, and V-3 millipede multi-stage

STVEN IZALOGA (LLLAHIALE Y B IR & CHAE ML artillery supergun. Following the standard Osprey

format, he presents solid sections on weapon design

and development, the sites at war, allied attempts to destroy the sites, an analysis of the
effectiveness of the V-weapon programs, and the ultimate fate of these sites today.
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Although detailed illustration is a standard employed throughout all Osprey publica-
tions, the nature of the subjects in the Fortress series of books truly benefit from the modern
digital artwork methods now being employed. Most of the V-weapon sites were mammoth
underground structures that can only be fully appreciated with the accompaniment of
detailed 3-D cutaway illustrations. As well, given that few of these sites were completed
before being bombed or captured, the digital artwork allows the reader to see what many of
these sites might have looked like had they gone into combat operations. Needless to say
the conceptual architecture is impressive, and the broken pieces that remain visible today
can only provide some idea of the magnitude of Germany’s rocket program.

Beyond the well-designed artwork and photographic illustrations by Hugh Johnson and
Chris Taylor, Zaloga has provided a good concise analysis of the RAF’s campaign to degrade
and destroy Germany’s V-weapon capabilities. With so much focus and debate surrounding
the allied strategic bombing campaign against German population and industrial centres, it
may surprise some to discover that, on many occasions, the priority of bombing effort against
German missile sites overtook all other campaigns including Operation POINTBLANK, the
strategic air campaign against German industry. No less than 68,913 allied bombing sorties
were committed to locating and destroying German V-weapon sites from August 1943 until
the end of the war. RCAF crews were engaged in many of these missions, and all of No.6
(RCAF) Bomb Group took part in Operation HYDRA, the first raid against the Peenemunde
Army Research Centre on the night of 17/18 August 1943.

Zaloga'’s coverage of these sites also extends to good discussion on the less well-known
V-3 millipede multi-stage artillery supergun. A physically distinct weapon platform from the
V-1 and V-2 rockets, it is often forgotten in examinations of Germany’s strategic weapons
program or finds itself being loosely associated with the German Todt Organization coastal
artillery. Zaloga has brought it back into the fold in this publication, making German
V-Weapon Sites, 1943-45, a worthy addition.

SEVASTOPOL 1942: VON MANSTEIN’'S TRIUMPH
FORCZYK Robert; illustrated by Howard Gerrard. Oxford: Osprey, 2008, Paperback, 96
pages. ISBN 978-1-84603-221-9 $24.95 CAD.

Neil Chuka

The German conquest of the Crimea in July 1942
was a bloody attritional campaign launched ostensibly
to remove a Soviet aerial threat to the Ploesti oilfields.
In contrast to the war of manoeuvre that, up to that
time, had largely characterized the war in the East, the
German campaign in the Crimea was a slow, arduous
| battle against fixed fortifications. Centred on fourteen

| defensive major positions, these fortifications included
some nineteen coastal artillery batteries housing naval
rifles, some in armoured turrets, ranging from 100mm to
302mm in caliber. Along with conventional land, air and
some naval forces, the Germans also deployed a mixed
bag of “super-heavy” siege artillery and mortars, including
the 800mm ‘Dora’ railway gun and several ‘Karl’ 600mm
mortars. However, for all the resources consumed fielding
these super-heavy weapons, they proved less-than-
effective and conventional caliber support weapons
provided the bulk of artillery and mortar fire for the attacking
German and Romanian infantry.

SEVASTOPOL 1942

Van Manstein's triumph

Robert Forczyk, a retired US Army Lieutenant Colonel with a PhD from the University
of Maryland, has four Osprey titles to his credit, with two forthcoming in the near future. His
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recounting of the German Crimea campaign has successfully weaved large amounts of
strategic and tactical detail into the compact Osprey format. Supported by archival research
and an appropriate number of German, English and Russian language secondary sources,
the result is a well-researched and articulated account of an interesting campaign. Like all
Osprey volumes, this one is generously illustrated with photographs, artwork, and maps.
In concert with information on orders-of-battle, command personalities, armaments, and
ordnance, the illustrations provide the reader with the background material required to
follow the description of operations.

This volume is a compliment to the Osprey Campaign series and recommended to
those looking for a compact guide to the campaign. lIts only drawbacks, such as a lack of
footnotes, are part and parcel of the Osprey format. Indeed, a lengthier study by Forczyk
would likely prove not only interesting but also highly useful and authoritative.

ORGANIZATIONS AT WAR: AFGHANISTAN AND BEYOND
SINNO Abdulkader H. Cornell University Press, 2008, 329 pages,
ISBN: 978-0-8014-4618-4

Heather Hrychuk

Given the ongoing multinational engagement in
Afghanistan, publications analyzing the application
of counter-insurgency theory, decision-making and
operational lessons learned are pervasive. At first
glance, Organizations at War: Afghanistan and Beyond
appears to be yet another work in an overwhelmed field
suffering from a reliance on first person accounts lacking
theoretical foundations and intellectual rigour.

In actuality, this work rises above many current pub-
lications as it applies complex organizational theories to
conflict participants, explaining why unsavoury regimes
can gain power and why groups appearing substantially
weaker than their adversary can emerge victorious. It is
academically sound, based upon primary research and
statistical data, clearly thought-out and organized.

Rather than simply distilling theory into a list of
practices employed by radical groups to win the long war,
Sinno explains how a variety of these groups organize for
war. Examining two tumultuous decades in Afghanistan, Sinno explains that groups who
have outperformed and outlasted their opponents were victorious due to their successful
organizational structures. In doing so, he argues that organization is a key enabler for
success. Groups such as the mid 1990’s Taliban, who lack broad political appeal and
appear unlikely to succeed, achieve success due to their organizational structure. Gradually
becoming a more centralized and specialized entity with discipline enforcing units allowed
the Taliban to defeat much more established enemies. By employing a centralized structure,
the emerging Taliban were able to exploit weakness in groups who were loosely centralized
and dependent on patronage and periphery support, such as Rashid Dostum’s Jumbish-i
Milli. Smaller groups, operating through loose coordination and consultation councils that
afforded all members equality, faltered against the emerging organization with a strong
discipline structure.

Sinno also highlights the need for flexibility, lack of which has consternated radical
groups in the past. Structures effective when on the offensive do not always translate
to success when the group simply aims for survival. Having the ability to understand the
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context in which they operate, and adapt the organization accordingly, is essential for
radicals to emerge victorious.

The work falters towards the end, where Sinno diverges from his central topic, and delves
too deeply into contemporary political issues. Chapter 9 focuses on Afghan conflict under
US occupation, but rather than applying organizational theory to the current engagement,
Sinno centres on Afghan political and social conditions and the Bush administration’s failings
during the period. An in-depth analysis of Taliban remnants and the emerging Neo-Taliban
structures during this period would have been of greater utility for the reader, and would
have further demonstrated the need for flexibility within these organizations.

Despite this oversight, Sinno’s work is a strong, original contribution to the field of
conflict analysis. Sinno clearly explains the concepts central to organizational theory while
demonstrating how those concepts can be employed to determine conflict participants’
effectiveness, and in doing so, demonstrates the theory’s utility.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF LEADERSHIP: PREPARATION EQUALS
PERFORMANCE

PHILLIPS, Donald T. and Admiral James M. Loy (Ret'd). Annapolis: Naval Institute Press
Press, 2008, 102 pages, ISBN 978-1-59114-474-8

Lieutenant-Colonel P.J. Williams

One of the first things | noticed about this book was
that it had no bibliography. Though this might normally
be somewhat disconcerting, given that the authors were

NS PRR - by respectively a former US Deputy Secretary of Homeland
Al Lh]teLtLH e 01- Security and Commandant of the United States Coast
LEADERSHIP Guard, my concerns were mostly allayed. The book is
indeed a primary source of the authors’ experiences,

tiont Equals Perforrmance liberally interspersed with quotes on leadership from

(mostly American) leaders of the past from a variety of
fields.

In the introduction to the book, the authors draw
on a definition of leadership from James MacGregor
Burns, who defined it in part as “ . . . leaders acting . .
. for certain shared goals that represent the values . . .
of themselves and the people they represent.” Taking
this as a basis, Phillips and Loy highlight three aspects
of the definitions which are common themes throughout
the book: first, that true leaders act by inspiring, rather
than through coercive power, second, that leaders have
a bias for action and a sense of urgency, and, third, that leaders act with respect for the
values of those they represent.

The title of this short book (one can read it easily in just over an hour), suggests some
framework the authors will use. The analogy of a house or building a structure sets the
layout of the book. Chapters are presented as follows:

. The Foundation, consisting of Character and Values.

*  The Floor, made up of the Drive to Achieve and the Capacity to Care.
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»  The Framework, which includes innate traits and acquired skills.

»  The Ceiling, the shortest chapter and which focuses on opportunity. (Personally,
| would have thought that, maintaining the building motif, “Window”, with allusions to
vision and the ability to see “outside the box”, would have been more appropriate that
the constricting Ceiling).

*  The Roof, which describes Performance.

The authors take the reader though each chapter, with an explanation of the theory
behind each part of the building process, and make reference to a historical (and not
always military) figure who demonstrated that particular elements of the overall leadership
construct. At the end of the book, the authors use the example of the US response to
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 as a case study in how to apply the “architecture of leadership”
as described in the book.

Though | found nothing totally new on the subject of leadership, | did question some
of the authors’ conclusions. For instance, they believe that “Embracing Change” and “Risk
Taking” are innate and not learned traits. Further, the authors contend that innate risk
aversion manifests itself in indecisiveness, which is an acquired trait, according to the book.
The section on decisiveness is actually rather short, and the authors describe the leader’s
classic five-step decision making process thusly:

« gather information and understand the facts;

* involve all stakeholders in the process;

. consider various solutions and their consequences;

*  ensure consistency with personal policy and objectives; and
«  effectively communicate the decision.

In a book which appears to be written largely for civilian readers, | was wondering at
what point the subject of management would come up. Though it does, it’s in the second
half of the book and is briefly described as the “how” of leadership. Many such books
tend to blur this distinction between leadership and management, so it was comforting to
see management described separately. For comparison, | laid the book alongside the CF
leadership manual, which goes into far more depth into the theory and practice of leadership
in a military environment.

The book is not written for a military audience, though military personnel, when dealing
with civilian counterparts, may wish to consult it. The book will provide some insight as to
what might make a civilian leader tick. In the afterword, the authors state that the book
can be used either to foster better internal leadership or to create a solid leadership team
from scratch. Indeed, given the plethora of laudatory reviews on the back cover, including
from CEOs of several major US companies, and a 2007 Baseball Hall of Fame Inductee,
it appears that the book has somewhat of a following in some circles south of the border.
One wonders if a similar Canadian publication exists. Given the increasing “Whole of
Government” approach to our operations in Afghanistan in particular, such a publication
might possibly gain a large readership in this country.
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THE JASONS: THE SECRET HISTORY OF SCIENCE’'S POSTWAR ELITE
FINKBEINER, Ann. New York and London: Penguin Books, 2006. Soft cover, 304 pages

Major Andrew B. Godefroy, CD, PhD

In their efforts to win the Cold War against the Union

THE of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the United States

of America (USA) harnessed some of its best minds into

highly influential and classified groups charged with solving

N national security problems. In addition to the creation of a

number of think tanks such the RAND Corporation or the

Institute for Defence Analysis (IDA), the U.S. Government

A Fi kb . discretely assembled together a much smaller and more

nn rin ciner selective group of scientists and presented them with

\EvERY YEAR simeE 1960, the countryle| Perhaps its two greatest tasks. First, solve the country’s

‘most brilliant scienrisis bave gathersd| most difficult defence problems, and second, and much

h':minerir e =°|DW{ "iﬁs"g classi more challenging, provide objective and unbiased advice

the ntelligence communiy, They| Dack to the government. Though the U.S. government

themselves . . . Jasons. never officially named this special organization, the group
became known simply as ‘The Jasons’.

The Secrel History of Science’s Postwar Elite

Ann Finkbeiner, a freelance science writer who teaches
in the graduate program at Johns Hopkins University, has
opened a Pandora’s Box of intrigue with her latest work,
The Jasons: The Secret History of Science’s Postwar Elite.
Revealing one of the many American clandestine efforts
to gain technological advantage over their Soviet adversary during the darkest days of the
Cold War, Finkbeiner traces the covert origins and evolution of this fascinating group of
physicists and mathematicians from its earliest days through to the present in a format that
will have some readers hooked from the very first few pages.

The Jasons were an ‘unofficial’ collective of advisors whose ranks over the years
included approximately one hundred members. Of these, forty-three were admitted to the
National Academy of Sciences, eleven were Nobel Prize recipients, eight had received
the MacArthur Award, and one was a Fields Medal winner. Unquestionably, the Jasons
composed a group of some of the best scientific minds America had ever produced.

Though group had its origins in the aftermath of the Second World War, they became
more formally organized in 1960 with a rotating chair and steering committee. Meeting
every summer in inconspicuous locations on the east or west coast of the United States
(one summer the group worked out of a vacant girl’s high school), they would spend several
weeks devoted to the study of a detailed defence problem or proposal and then write a com-
prehensive report for the government to consider. Defence problems would be solved, and
defence proposals would be either validated or crushed. One summer, the group examined
ways to improve the early warning and detection of intercontinental ballistic missiles during
re-entry. Another summer was spent designing ways to improve secure communications
for submarines. In the mid-1960s the group was charged with the task of designing a
barrier to reduce the incursions of the North Vietnamese into the south via the ‘Ho Chi Minh’
trail. This ‘Jason’ idea rapidly evolved into the infamous MacNamara Line and gave birth
to what later became known the electronic battlefield. Other assignments in the 1970s
and 1980s included the development of the Sound Surveillance System (SOSUS) lines
to detect Soviet submarines, and the debunking of many of the proposed aspects of the
Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI) or ‘Star Wars’ program. In the 1990s and beyond the
group has been involved with nuclear weapons stockpile stewardship and other post-Cold
War defence challenges.

Finkbeiner is very successful in addressing a number of issues that are often associated
with the subject of defence science, research, and development. Knowledgeable yet
somehow nobly naive, defence scientists are traditionally portrayed as conflicted spirits;
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purely ethical creatures somehow forced into a Faustian bargain with the evil military in
order to secure the resources to pursue their own pure research goals. Finkbeiner goes far
to dismantle this myth. She tackles the ethics, morality, pragmatism, and patriotism of her
subjects without fear. Finkbeiner accurately captures the personalities of her subjects as
well as their motivations for being involved with Jason. For the most part the Jasons are a
pragmatic bunch, and while she acknowledges the moral and ethical challenges the Jasons
faced, we see the Jasons are uncluttered by falsely argued notions of ethical superiority.
Still, both their non-Jason colleagues as well as the scientific community writ large regularly
prosecuted the Jasons. Finkbeiner also explores the illogic of those prosecutions, and
through the words of her subjects explains the hubris of scientific snobbery associated with
those who claim they only engage in scientific research that does no harm. The historical
debate presented is engaging and reflective of present day issues.

American Cold War science and technology research and development is a complex
subject that remains largely unexplored. Finkbeiner has made a positive contribution to
the field with this latest work, and it is recommended for those with an interest in Cold War
intelligence and security issues.

THREE TO A LOAF
GOODSPEED Michael J. Toronto: Blue Butterfly Publishing, July 2008

Colonel JP de B Taillon

Military historical fiction has a long and distinguished

TIEpIT m W& provenance. The lliad is arguably the oldest form of the
N ( {

IHRLL l“ A ]-'()Al art; but despite its ancient origins, until recently it has

oy L AL EHE G EAT WAR = been virtually non-existent as a Canadian art form. LCol

Michael J Goodspeed’s novel Three to a Loaf marks a

strong and welcome Canadian entrance into this field

which has for so long been dominated by British and
American writers.

Serious historical fiction can be a useful study for
the military professional insofar as it allows for a well
developed interpretation of numerous historical events
and themes. Goodspeed’s book fits precisely in this
2 category as a study of the nature of the First World War,
€ as well as a number of other important supplemen-
tary topics. Not only is Three to a Loaf professionally
instructive, it has the added benefit of being a riveting
. and believable story, which unfortunately is not always a
MICHAEL J>600DSPEED ” | characteristic of much of this genre.

Three to a Loaf tells the story of Rory Ferrall a young
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) officer of Anglo-German descent who
is wounded and disfigured at Ypres. Ferrall is shipped to a convalescent hospital in Britain
where he shouts out in his sleep, but unlike the other military patients on his ward, Ferrall
does it in his mother tongue, which is German. This catches the ear of British Military Intel-
ligence, who desperately need someone with Ferrall’s fluency in the German language and
intimate knowledge of the culture.

The allies are anxious to find out what the Germans plan to do to break the deadlock
on the Western Front, and they have captured a prisoner who just might be instrumental
in helping them obtain that information. In 1914, there were twelve million German-Ameri-
cans. In August of that year, nearly a thousand German-American men sailed back to the
Fatherland to fight (many men from Berlin, Ontario—since renamed Kitchener—did exactly
the same thing). Hurriedly trained to impersonate a captured German-American officer,
who is believed to be the sole surviving officer of his Landwehr battalion, Ferrall assumes
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the prisoner’s identity and is sent into Germany under the guise of having made a daring
escape. In an age where pay books and identity cards didn’'t have photographs, this ruse
is believable, although risky, as a dogged German policeman thinks his story is suspicious
(though for other reasons). The book goes on from this point in considerable detail, but
without giving away much of a good read, Goodspeed manages to provide a compelling
strategic and a social overview of both sides in the war to end wars.

Goodspeed weaves suspense, moral and personal quandaries and historical detail
together in a treatment that has a realistic ring to it nearly a century later. He does this
without making his characters 21s century cut-outs. Goodspeed avoids the common pitfall
of making his characters modern day people with modern attitudes. The characters in
Three to a Loaf are creatures of their time. Rory Ferrall is certainly no superman, and
equally, his German opponents are not portrayed as detestable villains. The characters
are well drawn, and the range of personalities on both sides in this novel will be familiar to
anyone who has served in the Canadian Forces. In this respect, the context of Three to a
Loaf has been carefully researched with original material that Goodspeed has drawn from
the PPCLI museum as well as Canadian, British and German archived sources.

This is a novel worthy of study for other reasons. More than just a tale of war and
espionage, Three to a Loaf is also an account of how the world came to be driven to adopt
the 20" century’s most destructive ideologies. And this is surely a theme that has a degree
of significance for a broad range of today’s readers, many of whom are sensitive to the
sometimes conflicting demands of security and morality.

In summary, this is a great read and intelligent entertainment. | would recommend it
to anyone in the Canadian Forces or anyone who has an interest in military history. It's
historically accurate and it has a lot to say about the nature of the military profession and
modern war. My biggest criticism of Three to a Loaf is that so far there is only one such
book. Goodspeed’s publisher promises a sequel. | look forward to it.

CHINA’S ENERGY STRATEGY: THE IMPACT ON BEIJING'S MARITIME

POLICIES
COLLINS, Gabriel B, Andrew S. Erickson, Lyle J. Goldstein and William S. Murray, editors.
Annapolis: U.S. Naval Institute Press, 2008.

Major J.R. McKay, PhD

Two of the hottest topics in international affairs in 2008
pertained to the effects of the growing global demand for
energy (the fluctuations in the price of oil and the food crisis
exacerbated by an increase in ‘biofuel’ production) and the
behaviour of the government of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC). The 2008 Summer Olympics brought the
world to Beijing despite the concerns felt in many quarters
about the PRC’s behaviour in Tibet and its association with
governments with poor human rights records, to wit, Myanmar
and the Sudan. Many commentators offered explanations
for the Chinese government’s behaviour, but some of these
lacked explanatory power. This edited volume delves into the
issue of a growing Chinese thirst for oil and its effects on its
foreign and trade relations as well as the People’s Liberation
Army—Navy (PLA-N).

The editors of this book are all academic staff at the
U.S. Naval War College and three of four belong to the China
Maritime Studies Institute (CMSI) that was founded in 2006.
The CMSI is a part of the Strategic Research Department of the Naval War College and is
intended to increase the U.S. Navy’s knowledge of the maritime dimensions of China’s rise
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towards great power status. To that end, the CMSI’s second annual conference was the
“Maritime Implications of China’s Energy Strategy”, which sought to address the following
three questions:

*  Whatis China’s energy strategy?

* What role might energy dependence play in China’'s emerging naval
modernization?

*  What are the implications of China’s energy strategy for maritime strategy?

The book is a compilation of the papers presented at the conference. Some of the
papers were also published in other periodicals, including Orbis, the Journal of Strategic
Studies, the Naval War College Review and the Journal of Contemporary China.

The book contains a articles written by contributors that fell into three different
categories, namely economists, naval analysts and / or ‘China Watchers’. The contributors
were all Americans, with one exception, with ties to the Naval War College or corporations
with interests in China. The book itself grouped the contributions into four parts, roughly
aligned with the aforementioned three questions from the 2007 conference:

*  Energy & Security;
*  Energy Access;
. Naval Developments; and

*  Energy Security and Sino-American Relations

This was a logical manner to organize the contributions that matched the central theme
of the book: Chinese concerns over the increasing thirst for energy sources, particularly
oil from overseas, is contributing to the Chinese drive to increase its ability to protect the
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs) and / or deny access to other powers that might
be tempted to interfere with China’s energy supplies (read as the Indian or U.S. navies).
If the details in the contributions can be summarized into a single concept or catchphrase,
then that is the “Malacca Dilemma”. China’s foreign-supplied oil comes from Africa and the
Persian Gulf and the SLOCs for that oil must pass through the Straits of Malacca. Should a
hostile power wish to interdict or cut off the oil supply that would be the best location to do so.
The same comment could be made about the Straits of Hormuz, as most of the oil supply
comes from the Persian Gulf. The PLA-N is primarily a ‘brown water’ or ‘green water’ navy,
currently optimized for operations near the Chinese mainland. The protection of lengthy
SLOCs requires more capability (at sea replenishment, long range patrol aircraft, and larger
warships) than currently exists. Interestingly, the study of Chinese naval analyses on the
matter suggests that, in the short term, the PLA-N’s thoughts on the matter appear to be
based on two assumptions. First, the most dangerous threat would come from the power
that believes most in the “freedom of the seas”—the United States. With some exceptions,
it appears that if someone threatens Chinese SLOCs, the PLA-N would seek to retaliate
in kind. Second, SLOCs are only one way to ensure China’s oil supply. The PRC has
supported the creation of deepwater ports and pipelines linked to overland routes to China,
such as the port of Gwadar in western Pakistan and ports on the west coast of Myanmar.
Both of these address the “Malacca Dilemma”, but embroil the PRC into the troubled parts
of South and Central Asia as well as the political problems associated with Myanmar.

The only criticism that could be levelled at the book is that it tends to overlook the
PRC'’s, and by default the PLA-N'’s, obsession with the issue of Taiwan. The book is worth
the time for anyone who wants to develop a deeper understanding of the PRC'’s interna-
tional behaviour, its thirst for energy and how the Chinese Communist Party and PLA-N
think about such issues. lIts strongest contributions pertain to the PRC’s drive to quench its
growing thirst and how it does so.
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RAT'S ALLEY: TRENCH NAMES OF THE WESTERN FRONT, 1914-1918
CHASSEAUD, Peter. Gloucestershire: Spellmount Books, 2006. Hard cover, 416 pages

Major Andrew B. Godefroy, CD, PhD

Al - The history of the First World War is as largely defined by name
PETER cHAssEaup as it is by image. The title ‘Western Front’, for example, needs no
R A T S explanation to students and scholars of military history, and many of
A L L E Y its battles are known not by the name of some great city, but rather
et by that of a man-made object created specifically during the ‘war to
Western Front 1914-1918 end all wars’. Dr. Peter Chasseaud, a fellow of the Royal Geographic
mesmamsiee  Society and an acknowledged expert on First World War survey and
.~ 38 mapping, captures the subject of naming in his latest book, Rat's Alley:
Trench Names of the Western Front, 1914-1918.

Without question Chasseaud’s book is sure to become a seminal
i work on the subject and a must-have reference for anyone interested

in this period of military history. At over 400 pages, the reader is
given copious amounts of history, information, and data invaluable to other First World War
research, especially anything associated with operations. Divided into two major sections,
the first half of the book is devoted to the history and evolution of trench mapping and
naming on the western front. Chasseaud explains the mapping systems of the various
countries and combatants, as well as the difficulties in producing accurate maps during the
course of the war. It is seldom appreciated that overhead observation, a critical element in
gaining an accurate picture of the ground for mapping, was still a relatively new capability
at the time. He discusses mistakes and lessons learned, and provides an examination of
British, French, and German naming conventions each in separate chapters. Endnotes are
conveniently placed at the end of each chapter, and a comprehensive bibliography of further
sources and reading is also provided. The second half of the book is a gazetteer containing
an alphabetical list of every known trench or named point on the western front along with
its map sheet, number, and contemporary grid reference. Names now famous in Canadian
military history such as Regina Trench, Desire Trench, the Pimple, Vimy Ridge, Polygon
Wood, K5, Mount Sorrel, and many others, are easily located here.

This as well as Chasseaud’s other work is indicative of the high quality of research
that is finally emerging on the history of the First World War. Moving away from emotive,
politically charged rhetoric so common in such studies, Chasseaud has instead presented
something completely original and pragmatic. Beautifully illustrated and richly detailed,
Rat's Alley brings to the forefront a critical element the western front so often presented
but also so often misrepresented—the physical battlefield itself. Too often immortalized in
photos as a pockmarked lunar landscape of mud, this book reveals just how complex the
geography of the battlefield truly was. Far from being a random mess of defences, trenches
were as much as possible logically laid out and identified as the war progressed.

Many of the First World War battlefields remain both easily visible and accessible. In
some places, such as the grounds surrounding the Vimy Ridge monument, the craters,
trenches, and scars of battle named in Chasseaud’s gazetteer can be seen with little
effort. When combined with other tools such as physical maps and modern GPS, anyone
interested in walking the ground should have little difficulty in relocating these places. For
those interested in the study of this period or touring its battlefields, Rat's Alley: Trench
Names of the Western Front, 1914-1918, is a must have reference and guide.
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SHERMAN FIREFLY
FLETCHER, David, lllustrated by Tony Bryan. Oxford: Osprey Publishing
(New Vanguard 141), 2008, 48 Pages, ISBN: 978 1 84603 2776.

Major Murray Robertson, CD

For anyone interested in military history, and the Normandy
Campaign in particular, the names “Tiger” and “Panther” are evocative
SHERMAN FIREFLY of desperate times. Most tanks of the Western Allies were so outclassed
in terms of protection and firepower by the heavy German armour as
to be laughable. Fortunately, the British Army was able to develop a
usable tank armed with a gun capable of dealing with the heavy German
tanks, at least in terms of firepower if not in protection. The Sherman
Firefly, the topic of this small work, was the main result of this. The
importance of the Firefly is that quit simply put, it was the only Allied
tank in Normandy with any hope of beating a Tiger or Panther one on
one.

David Fletcher has produced a short, extremely readable account of the conceptual-
ization, development, and production of the Sherman Firefly, the Sherman tank up gunned
with a 17-pounder cannon. When a student of the period struggles to understand the
consistent inadequacy of Allied army tanks (particularly those of the British), Fletcher is
able to explain in layman’s terms the difficulty that the British armaments industry had in
producing modern tanks at all, and emphasizes that it was not from lack of thought, but
rather a lack of production capability. The British had allowed their armament capability to
so atrophy between the wars that when faced with the choice after Dunkirk of retooling to
produce better weapons including newer more capable tanks (which would have entailed
stopping virtually all production for several months), or continuing to produce their older
inadequate weapons, the British quite rightly chose to produce the old stuff. After all, a poor
gun is much better than no gun at all. As a result, although the Royal Artillery was formally
thinking about the 17-pounder as an anti-tank gun as early as November 1940, they were still
actually producing the 2-pounder, rather than the newer 6-pounder, far less the 17-pounder!
Furthermore, at a Tank Board meeting in December 1941, the idea was first discussed of
mounting the 17-pounder into a tank (eventually to result in the Challenger, the Firefly, the
Comet, and then the Centurion), but nothing could actually be produced. This difficulty goes
a long way in explaining why British tanks always seemed a step or two behind those of the
Germans in terms of armour and gun power for most of the war.

For much of the war, the British Army, and the Tank Arm specifically, were also suffering
from an unclear doctrinal concept of what a tank was. Was it a mobile gun used to destroy
other tanks, or was it really there to support the infantry, in which case it not only had to be
able to occasionally kill other tanks, but it also had to be able to fire a useful High Explosive
(HE) shell so that it could support the infantry? Out of the answer to this question falls
the gun and ammunition required. As Fletcher points out, the inability of the British Army
to effectively decide what they wanted their tanks to do made the job of tank designers
even harder. Perhaps well thought out and consistent doctrine is more important than one
thinks!

But designing new tanks, particularly for the British Armaments Industry, took a long
time. The Commonwealth Armoured Forces needed a well-armed tank immediately and not
at some future date. Then current British tanks such as the Crusader or the Valentine were
simply too small to accommodate the 17-pounder. This left the Sherman medium tank,
acquired from the Americans as the only possibility, and it was also a small tank, at least
in terms of its turret. Here then is the real story of the Firefly. It is the story of two Royal
Tank Regiment Majors, George Brighty and George Witheridge, who, in the words of David
Fletcher “were bent on improving the firepower of the Sherman.” Fletcher goes into great
detail on how a 17-pounder was “crammed” into the turret of the Sherman. It took some
fitting, and it seems the two majors were not too worried about how they were to achieve
this. As Fletcher puts it “it would be interesting to know how he got hold of a tank, particu-
larly one he intended to butcher to prove his point.” Suffice it to say that by modifying the

Canadian Army Journal Vol. 11.3 Fall 2008 145



chase of the barrel (a gun term that is explained in the work), and flipping the 17-pounder
on its side, it was made to fit, and there was the “Firefly”. Without it, we might still be trying
to break out of Normandy.

| found this portion of the book fascinating, and can only imagine what was going
through Major Witheridge’s mind the first time he fired the 17-pounder mounted in the
Sherman, using a long lanyard and staying, no doubt, well away from the tank! Anyway, to
make a long story short, it worked and the Firefly was born. Alas, in the words of Fletcher
“the days of the enthusiastic, gifted amateur were over. From now on, the professionals
would take over.” The rest of the book then discusses the formal design of the Firefly, then
production (which was, of course “conversion” from standard 75 mm gunned Shermans.)
Eventually around 2000 Fireflys were produced, and again, it was far more complicated
than just ripping out the short 75 and putting in the 17-pounder. For a short work, the book
is full of little tidbits about design issues—how does the loader escape around that massive
breech filling the turret? You cut him a new hatch. No space in the turret for the radio?
Mount it in an armoured box welded to the back of the turret, with a hole cut in the turret to
allow the loader/radio-operator to reach into the box and manipulate the controls.

Overall | would recommend this work to anyone interested in Second World War Two
operations, with the understanding that, like most Ospreys, it only scratches the surface
of the story. One annoying aspect of the work is that the real crux of the story, the actual
capability of the 17 pounder vice the 6 pounder or 75 mm, is not dealt with in any detail.
Fletcher sidesteps the issue by saying that figures for comparison can be very misleading
depending on conditions. While this may be true, an actual comparison of penetration
would drive home what the fuss was about. Finally, | did find the colour illustrations to be not
up to the usual standard of Osprey Publishing, being somewhat repetitive, and a bit fuzzy.
Otherwise, it is a good introductory study of these vehicles.

HOW WE MISSED THE STORY: OSAMA BIN LADEN, THE TALIBAN,

AND THE HIJACKING OF AFGHANISTAN
GUTMAN, Roy Washington DC: United States Institute for Peace, 2008. 320 pages

Sean M. Maloney, PhD

. The Canadian Army’s increased interest in Afghan history tends
H%?gtlg;s sed to focus on tactical analysis of the Soviet period from 1979 to 1989;
o A on anything that can explain tribal dynamics; or the progress of the
ndihe Hiecino of Mghanisan———\war - since 9-11. Knowledge of what happened in the intervening
years generally tends to be anecdotal and derived from the personal
experiences or beliefs of Afghans who work alongside Canadians. That
period, stretching from the Soviet withdrawal in 1989 to the mounting
of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM in 2001, remains loaded with
charge and counter charge of human rights violations, narcotics
smuggling, conspiracy theories related to the UNCOL pipeline deal,
ROY GUTMAN and near-constant propaganda that the situation that confronted the
West in 2001 was somehow the result of Western neglect after the
Cold War ended. We now have an important resource to help us understand the post-Soviet
era and a starting point to get beyond the propaganda. Roy Gutman’s How We Missed the
Story is that resource.

Gutman, an experienced journalist who is best known for his work in the Balkans, is
now a senior fellow at the United States Institute for Peace, and dedicated several years
trying to sort out what exactly happened in the violent chaos of post-Soviet Afghanistan.
What emerges is a documented and detailed portrayal of Pakistan’s interference in Afghan
affairs, Saudi Arabia’s culpability in that exercise, a distracted not to mention diffuse
American policy, and the exploitation of that state of affairs by Al Qaeda and the Taliban.
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Most importantly, we see that the instability in present-day Afghanistan is also in part the
product of choices made by Afghans.

It is clear that Gutman was initially interested in how the Clinton and Bush adminis-
trations failed to prevent 9-11, but realized during the course of his research that there
were limits to American power (and attention span) and that there were other players more
adroit than the Americans in their understanding of regional dynamics. The work is far
from being a bleat about American lost opportunities: indeed, the behaviour of the Taliban
from its inception to its regime phase to its insurgent phase closely resembles what all of
us saw in the Balkans in the early 1990s—calculated ethnic cleansing, the gross abuse
of human rights, and the activation of historical grievances to fuel power-driven agendas.
Gutman provides substantial detail on the magnitude and scope of the Taliban agenda and
its execution. It is difficult to conclude that Afghanistan in 1996 was radically different from
Bosnia in 1992-there was just little or no media coverage of it at the time.

What also emerges is a more balanced depiction of Northern Alliance factional
behaviour; hitherto, that behaviour was considered the moral equivalent of Taliban behaviour
with atrocity rumour after atrocity rumour abounding within the media-sphere. Gutman dem-
onstrates that the Northern Alliance leaders were no angels in their fight, but their behaviour
was nothing compared to the malevolence of the Taliban agenda. Those seeking accom-
modation with the Taliban leadership today should take heed.

Gutman faults the Clinton administration for its lukewarm attempts to implement a
proxy support approach to the Northern Alliance (similar to what it did with Croatia in 1995);
but that criticism pales to his detailed criticism of Pakistan’s manipulation of the Afghan civil
war to achieve its own ends. We also learn that the Taliban’s Mullah Omar did indeed have
designs on Central Asia and was prepared to export radical Islamist revolution throughout
the ‘Stans using Afghanistan as a base. Exporting terrorist violence was, therefore, not an
exclusively Al Qaeda project; but that remained undetected by the Clinton administration at
the time.

Canadians involved in present-day Afghanistan will appreciate Gutman’s discussion of
how the Taliban took over the country and in particular how tribal elements change sides
and under what conditions. The city-focused Taliban strategy of the 1990s is also worth con-
templating in our present circumstances. Notably, the discussion on how the players in the
Mujahideen “Commanders’ War” interacted in 1992-93 will provide insight into exactly why
ISAF’s influence in Kabul in 2003-04 was so important. | highly recommend this book.
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THE STAND-UP TABLE

Commentary, Opinion and Rebuttal

THE JOINT WARFGHTING 2008 CONFERENCE, 17-20 JUNE 2008

Major Bob Near (The RCR), Canadian Forces Experimentation Centre,
Joint Doctrine Branch writes...

The 2008 Joint Warfighting Conference (JW 08) took place this past 17-20 June in
Virginia Beach’s ultra-modern Convention Centre. Sponsored by the US Armed Forces
Communications & Electronics Association and the US Naval Institute, in coordination
with US Joint Forces Command (JFCOM,) some 5000 people from all branches of the US
services, the Department of Defense, and the corporate sector attended. A small number of
allied officers were also present. The conference comprised both corporate and government
displays of the latest US military technology, coupled with an outstanding program of
keynote speeches and panels by some of the most senior leaders in the US military, both
serving and retired. These included General James Mattis—-Commander US JFCOM and
NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (SACT), Adm James Stavridis—Com-
mander US SOUTHCOM, General John Corley—Commander, Air Combat Command and
Air Component Commander for JFCOM, LGen David Valcourt—Deputy Commander US
Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), LGen (ret'd) Paul von Riper—USMC,
MGen Jason Kamiya—US JFCOM J7, MGen (ret'd) Robert Scales—former Commandant
US Army War College, MGen David Fastabend—G7 US Army, and LGen Thomas Metz—
Director Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization (JIEDDE) among others.
These officers all spoke to conference’s main theme, which was posed as the question:
Department of Defense Capabilities for the 21t Century: Dominant—Relevant—Ready?
Hence, the conference was an outstanding opportunity to hear these officers describe the
security challenges they believe the United States faces coupled with their ideas and rec-
ommendations for the future development of US Joint Forces capabilities.

A constant inflection point throughout the proceedings was the 2006 Israeli -Hezbolla
War. That the highly regarded Israeli forces—which were doctrinally structured on US Trans-
formation concepts of effects-based operations, network-centric warfare and long-range
precision fires—failed to achieve their operational and strategic objectives shocked many
US observers. The Israeli debacle, coupled with the unexpected challenges encountered
by US forces in Iraq, has lead to considerable introspection on the part of senior American
commanders and doctrine developers. This includes questioning a number of assumptions
underlying their own force development efforts, as well as abandoning or “parking” a
number of concepts associated with Transformation such as Effects-based Operations
(EBO), Network-centric Warfare (NCW), Operational Net Assessment (ONA,) and System
of Systems Approach (SoSA.) JW 08 provided an excellent forum to hear these and other
force development issues discussed.

Also very interesting was the proposition expounded by a number of speakers that
the US was entering a new paradigm of conflict called “hybrid wars.” As described by
Frank Hoffman of the Centre for Emerging Threats and Opportunities, hybrid wars entail a
convergence and fusion of regular and irregular warfare techniques that can be employed
both by states and non-state actors. No one type of warfare necessarily predominates, while
a wide range of different modes of fighting, involving conventional capabilities, irregular
tactics and formations, terrorist acts, coercion, and criminal disorder are all used singularly
or in combination to achieve synergistic effects. Hybrid war thus allows an otherwise
militarily weak opponent to operate effectively against larger, traditionally structured and
trained armed forces. In JW 08, several speakers viewed hybrid war as the dominant
challenge facing the US for the next generation. That being the case, General Mattis and
several other speakers challenged the utility of current force development methodologies
based on imaginary future scenarios, considering them to be irrelevant and a waste of time
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and effort. General Mattis further urged force planners to ... “get over their next-war-itis
because the future is here, now!” This requires concentrating on the immediate challenge
at hand, and not devoting scarce resources to things people think might happen 10 or 20
years from now.

Another feature of JW 08 was an emphasis on the human element in warfighting. Both
General Mattis and Lieutenant General Wood spoke very forcibly about this, saying that war
should never be seen as an “engineering endeavour,” and that over-reliance on technology
is a mistake. Hence, education and training in the “art of war” must be a key requirement
for US officers and for ensuring the effectiveness of the future Joint Force. This includes
providing young officers with language skills and cultural awareness in the areas they will be
operating in, as well as instilling in them ethical conduct and professional values.

Overall, JW 08 was a multi-course intellectual banquet, featuring honest introspection
and analysis of the US military’s experiences in Iraq and the formidable challenges senior
US commanders believe confront them, particularly with respect to hybrid wars and the
“long war” against terrorism. The opportunity to engage with speakers and panelists at the
three and four-star rank level was a particular highlight, while providing a good apprecia-
tion of where the US military is going in terms of force structures, concept development
and experimentation (CD&E), doctrine, training, and inter-agency activities. Awareness of
these issues and developments will enable CFEC’s Joint Doctrine Branch to undertake its
own doctrine development work with greater precision and understanding to ensure the CF
remains interoperable with its principal ally across the spectrum of conflict.
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WHOLE-OF-SOCIETY AND THE SUSTAINABILITY OF NATIONAL SECURITY

LCdr P.R. Moller with the ABCA Program Office writes ....

“All politics are local,” as Tip O’'Neil is famous for saying. If this is so, talking about
amorphous global threats to Canadians seemingly preoccupied with the economy,
education and crumbling municipal infrastructure will not likely capture their imagination or
interest. Equally, winning the hearts and minds of the people in Afghanistan will happen
only if the Afghan people think we have an honest and enduring interest in their well-being.
In Afghanistan, as here, all politics are local. While we have had some successes in
Afghanistan, many still seem to view the Western Armies in their country as temporary
interlopers. To advance on these two fronts we may need to find a new strategic approach.
Successful strategy often links together previously unrelated things in the accomplishment
of an overarching, long-term objective. The common element linking success in Afghanistan
and long-term support for the CF in Canada is the requirement to gain understanding and
support from ordinary citizens. Shifting focus from a Whole-of-Government to a Whole-
of-Society strategy may provide a single way to link success in Afghanistan and enduring
support for the CF in Canada.

Engaging Canadians in Canadian foreign and defence strategy has never been more
important. The Canada First Defence Strategy defined four pillars on which defence
capabilities are built, specifically: Personnel, Equipment, Readiness, and Infrastructure.
Readiness was defined as the CF’s flexibility and preparedness to deploy at Government
direction.” Missing from the definition, but equally real, is the Canadian public’s readiness
to allow and support the CF’s deployment. The Canadian public will likely only support the
deployment of the CF if it understands and accepts the strategic end state that is being
pursued. If a strategic objective is not sustainable then the effort expended to accomplish
it will have been wasted. To endure, the CF needs to find a way to connect its international
employments to Canada’s local communities so that the current levels of support for the CF
and its members can be sustained in the long-term.

Municipal governments provide the most direct connection to local Canadian
communities. In order to ensure more robust long-term planning processes, municipali-
ties around the country are currently working on the development of Integrated Community
Sustainability Plans (ICSP). The Federal Government recently renewed the Federal Gas
Tax (FGT) agreements that existed bilaterally between it and the provinces and territories.
In return for receiving FGT funds, municipalities must demonstrate progress toward
enhanced sustainability planning by 2010. In all jurisdictions but Ontario?, ICSP are the
mandated tool for demonstrating this progress. Amongst other things, ICSP are required
to reflect integrated social, cultural, environmental and economic sustainability objectives
in community planning to achieve sustainability objectives. In 1987 the World Commission
on Environment and Development commented that, “Humanity has the ability to make
development sustainable, to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without com-
promising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” In most of Canada
this concept has led to the development of four pillars on which sustainable development is
built, specifically: Economic, Environmental, Social, and Cultural. Within these four pillars
communities are striving to build understanding of the links between personal lifestyle
habits and improved quality of life within their neighbourhoods. Although not yet universally
applied, the concept of a safe community is embedded in the Social pillar. Community
safety clearly rests mainly in the purview of local police and fire fighters, but our cities and
towns do not exist in a vacuum. New York, London, and Madrid all recently learned that
instability in countries far removed from them can have a devastating local effect, therefore
within the safety element of the Social pillar the CF clearly has a role to play. The simulta-
neous development of ICSP by municipalities around the country opens a strategic window
of opportunity for the CF to link success in Afghanistan and enduring support in Canada
through a Whole-of-Society strategy.
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If the CF encourages and assists communities in Afghanistan and Canada to start
building relationships it will allow us to win hearts and minds abroad, and at home. The
main mechanism used to build links between municipalities is by “twinning” one community
with another. Since the twinning process most often includes reciprocal visits of political,
social and business leaders between the two cities, twinning cities and towns can go a long
way to build understanding, trust, educational and, sometimes, economic ties between the
two cities*. Included in FGT eligible projects are ones that involve “capacity building”—
e.g. enhancing collaboration, partnerships, knowledge, integration, planning and policy.
The enhanced cooperation and capacities that comes from twinning two communities
often permeates through the two countries at large. Building lasting links between our
two societies at the local level is one concrete way Canada can demonstrate our enduring
interest in Afghanistan and thus increase cooperation between Afghanis and Canadians
working in their country.

“The main objective of Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC) is to achieve the necessary
cooperation between civil authorities and the commander in order for the commander to
achieve his aim.” Current application of this principle sees CF personnel going into Afghan
communities and assisting the community with needed projects. While there has been
limited success with this approach, supporting the longer-term Canadian politico-military
objectives in Afghanistan will likely require a broader approach that demonstrates Canada’s
commitment to engaging and helping the Afghan people in the long term. Encouraging
and assisting the twinning of cities and towns in Canada and Afghanistan would go a long
way to build understanding, trust and educational ties between the two countries. Building
community ties could translate into greater cooperation between CF personnel in theatre and
the local Afghan communities. If the CF, or CF personnel, play a role in the twining process
it will also assist in building linkages between the CF and Canadian society. Additionally, it
would provide Canadians with a tangible way to “support our troops” and engage in Canada’s
international strategic efforts. Building stronger linkages between local communities in
Canada and Afghanistan—and the CF—could have other benefits. If other government
departments see that a Whole-of-Society approach to the strategy in Afghanistan is taking
hold, they are more likely to be supportive of Whole-of-Government initiatives. It may also
allow the CF/DND to build stronger relationships with other government departments in
Canada that may then spread into theatre, and vice versa. Building relationships, however,
is a complex task, requiring varied approaches.

Every municipality is unique. Each has its own history, demographic make-up,
geographic characteristics, and economic, environmental, social, and cultural challenges
and opportunities. The CF therefore should not expect to be able to develop a one-size-
fits-all community approach package. In some areas there may be CF personnel who
are already engaged in the ICSP development process. Seeking them out and providing
them support may be the easiest first step. The CF commissions reports and studies on a
regular basis, so investment in some work that provides either background documents or
case studies that emphasise local benefits to twinning with other municipalities, and that
link international security to local communities would give CF members more tools to use in
their approach to their municipalities. In addition, there are national and provincial municipal
organizations that may be receptive to approaches from senior military personnel.

As more Canadian civilians interact with both CF members and Afghanis during the
twinning process the reality of the war being waged in Afghanistan many seep into the
Canadian psyche. It will then no longer just be the CF that recognises that we are at war,
and what the enduring benefits to Canada are if we succeed in our mission. Establishing
a self-sustaining democracy in Afghanistan will require long-term investment. Encouraging
Canadian communities to participate in that investment will significantly increase the
likelihood of success, and help the CF to fulfill our ultimate role of ensuring the long-term sus-
tainability of Canada’s national security. Fulfilling our ultimate role requires us to constantly
seize and capitalise on strategic opportunities, but if we are glued to the sound of gunfire in
Afghanistan, we may not hear opportunity knocking at home, especially if it knocks softly.
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Endnotes

1. Government of Canada, Canada First Defence Strategy, (Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, 2006) p. 18.

2. Ontario municipalities are exempt for the ICSP requirement if they have a current Official Plan;
however, many Ontario municipalities who have Official Plans are also engaged in developing an
ICSP.

3. World Commission on Environment and Development, Our Common Future. (United Nations
General Assembly, New York, 1987) p. 24.

4. Given the security reality in Afghanistan today, these visits would likely be limited to Afghani com-
munity leaders visiting their Canadian twin city, with the reciprocal Canadian visit happening only after
the security risk is significantly reduced. Since, anecdotally, many Afghani community leaders have
not travelled outside of their province, commanders in theatre may benefit from the expanded life ex-
perience of the local leaders who have been exposed to a relatively orderly, benign, secular society.
5. Director Army Doctrine 5, Land Force Information Operations B-GL-300-005/FP-001 (Department
of National Defence, Ottawa, 1999) p. 99.
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