
Canadian Incidence Study of Reported
Child Abuse and Neglect – 2008

The Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect – 2008 is the third nation-wide study to examine the incidence of 
reported child maltreatment and the characteristics of the children and families investigated by Canadian child welfare services.   
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Major Categories of Substantiated Child Maltreatment

Notable
Eighteen percent of substantiated investiga-
tions involved more than one category of 
substantiated maltreatment. 

The incidence of substantiated maltreatment 
was nearly identical for males and females.

In some jurisdictions, cases of physical and 
sexual abuse involving perpetrators who are 
not related to the child are investigated by 
police alone without the involvement of child 
welfare workers; they are not reported in this 
study. The estimates should therefore be 
interpreted cautiously. 
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Notable
An estimated 235,842 maltreatment-related 
investigations were conducted across 
Canada during 2008. The number of 
investigations has not changed signi�cantly 
between 2003 and 2008.

Thirty-six percent of the 2008 investigations 
were substantiated (i.e., the balance of 
evidence indicated that maltreatment had 
occurred) – 85,440 child investigations. 

1998-2003-2008 Study Comparison: Total Maltreatment-Related Investigations
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Aboriginal Heritage of Children in Substantiated Child Maltreatment Investigations

Notable
Aboriginal children were identi�ed 
as a key group because of 
concerns regarding over-
representation of these children in 
the foster care system. The 
incidence rate of substantiated 
child maltreatment investigations 
was four times higher in Aboriginal 
child investigations than in 
non-Aboriginal child investigations.       
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Select Child Functioning Issues in Substantiated Child Maltreatment Investigations 
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In 46% of substantiated child  
maltreatment investigations (an 
estimated 39,460 investigations), at 
least one child functioning issue was 
indicated. 

Primary Caregiver Risk Factors in Substantiated Child Maltreatment Investigations 
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Victim of domestic violence

Few social supports

In 78% of substantiated child  
maltreatment investigations (an 
estimated 66,282 investigations), at 
least one primary caregiver risk 
factor was reported. 

Select Household Risk Factors in Substantiated Child Maltreatment Investigations
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* Household hazards included access to drugs or drug paraphernalia, unhealthy or unsafe living conditions and accessible weapons.

Percent of substantiated child maltreatment investigations

Household risk factors included income 
source, housing category, number of 
recent family moves, and the presence 
of hazards in the home.      


