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All figures were prepared by the author using Statistics Canada annual figures as of spring 2010. 
The merchandise trade data are customs-based; the services trade and foreign direct investment data are balance of payments-based.
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In 2009, Canada’s bilateral merchandise trade 
with Cuba totalled $818.3 million, consisting of 
$317.9 million in Canadian exports to, and 
$500.4 million in imports from, Cuba.

From 2000 to 2008, the value of Canadian 
exports to Cuba grew at an average rate of 
11% per year, while imports grew at an average 
annual rate of 10%. In 2008, Cuba was 
Canada’s fourth largest export destination in 
Latin America and its sixth largest source of 
imports from the region.

The global financial and economic crisis that 
began in 2008 affected Canada–Cuba 
merchandise trade. While the value of 
Canada’s total exports in 2009 was 25% lower 
than in 2008, exports to Cuba fell by 58%. 
Similarly, while Canada’s global imports fell by 
16% in 2009 compared to the 2008 level, 
imports from Cuba were 44% lower.

Ontario is the largest provincial exporter to 
Cuba, followed by Quebec. In 2009, Ontario 
and Quebec exports to Cuba were valued at 
$143.9 million and $48.8 million respectively. 

Manitoba and British Columbia have been 
Canada’s fastest-growing provincial exporters 
to Cuba in recent years. Exports from Manitoba 
averaged 28% growth per year from 2004 to 
2009; the rate for British Columbia was 17%.
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All figures were prepared by the author using Statistics Canada annual figures as of spring 2010. 
The merchandise trade data are customs-based; the services trade and foreign direct investment data are balance of payments-based.

Figure 4
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Canada’s exports to Cuba in 2009 are 
predominantly in manufactured goods, 
representing 62% of total exports, including 
machinery and equipment, electrical products, 
and inorganic chemicals. Resource-based 
goods such as cereals, meat and vegetables 
accounted for the remaining 38% of exports in 
that year. 

Wheat is Canada’s largest  export  product to 
Cuba. Wheat sales were worth $57 million in 
2009. Other major single export products in that 
year included computer parts and accessories, 
engine parts, sulfur and pulses. 

Limited information is available on Canadian 
imports from Cuba. Of the $500 million in 
imports from Cuba in 2009, only $18 million is 
identified by product type. The remainder falls 
under the category of “special transactions,” 
which include low-value and confidential 
transactions, among others. To the extent that 
import data are available, scrap copper, cigars, 
lobster and rum are among Canada’s leading 
import products from Cuba. 

Because detailed information is not available 
concerning most of Canada’s imports from 
Cuba, official data indicate that Canada 
registered a trade surplus in all product 
categories in 2009. 

Data on trade in services and on foreign direct 
investment between Canada and Cuba are not 
available.
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