
General Description
The Eastern Sand Darter (Ammocrypta pellucida) is 
a member of  the Perch family (Percidae) and has 
the following characteristics: 

       Average adult size is 46 to 71 mm total length

       Body usually incompletely scaled

       Slender and elongated, translucent body        

       Pale white, yellowish or silvery in colour

       Line of  10 to 14 lateral dark spots on the 
       sides, located just below the lateral line scale  
       row       

       Median fins are not pigmented

       Large eye diameter relative to head
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COSEWIC Status – THREATENED November 2000
SARA Status – THREATENED June 2003

This species has been identified as Threatened by 
the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife 
in Canada (COSEWIC). It is listed under the federal 
Species at Risk Act (SARA) and is afforded protection 

under the SARA as of June 2004. Additional protection 
is afforded through the federal Fisheries Act. Under 
the SARA, a recovery strategy must be developed for 
this species.
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Section 32 (1) of the Species at Risk Act (SARA) states that “no person shall kill, harm, harass, capture or take an 
individual of a wildlife species that is listed as an extirpated species, an endangered species or a threatened species.”

www.aquaticspeciesatrisk.gc.ca

EASTERN SAND DARTER DISTRIBUTIONDistribution
The range of  the Eastern Sand Darter extends 
from southern Ontario east to Quebec and south 
through the central United States to Kentucky. In 
Ontario, it lives in Lake St. Clair, Lake Erie and 
several rivers in southwestern Ontario. The species 
is classified as threatened or endangered in most 
of  its American range. 

Habitat and Life History
Eastern Sand Darters prefer sandy-bottomed 
streams and rivers and sandy shoals in lakes where 
they often bury themselves completely. In known 
habitat areas, aquatic plants are either absent or 
sparsely distributed. Females are ready to spawn 
one year after they have reached a length of  about 
36 mm. Total number of  eggs has been reported 
to range from 22 to 829. 

Diet
Eastern Sand Darters feed primarily on midge and 
black fly larvae. Other small aquatic insects and 
zooplankton are also part of  the diet. Food size is 
restricted by small mouth size. 

Threats
The Eastern Sand Darter has declined throughout 
its entire range because of  siltation, sand bar 
removals, impoundments and pollution. These 
factors continue to threaten the species. Silt 
reduces available oxygen required for burying 
behaviour and egg survivorship.

Similar Species
Similar in appearance to the Channel Darter 
(Percina copelandi), Johnny Darter (Etheostoma nigrum) 
and Greenside Darter (Etheostoma blennioides), but 
these species are not transparent or as elongated. 

Text Sources: Trautman 1981; Holm and Mandrak 
1994.

For more information, visit the SARA Registry 
Website at www.SARAregistry.gc.ca and the 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) Website 
noted below. 

Cette publication est également disponible en français.
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