
Established Maximum Residue Limit EMRL2011-05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paraformaldehyde 

(publié aussi en français) 14 March 2011  
 
This document is published by the Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory Agency. For further 
information, please contact: 
 
Publications  Internet: pmra.publications@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency  healthcanada.gc.ca/pmra 
Health Canada  Facsimile: 613-736-3758 
2720 Riverside Drive  Information Service: 
A.L. 6604-E2  1-800-267-6315 or 613-736-3799 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0K9  pmra.infoserv@hc-sc.gc.ca 
 



 
 

ISSN: 1925-0819 (print) 
  1925-0827 (online) 
 
Catalogue number: H113-29/2011-5E (print version) 
  H113-29/2011-5E-PDF (PDF version) 
 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of Health Canada, 2011 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this information (publication or product) may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in a retrieval system, without prior written 
permission of the Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S5. 



  
 

Established Maximum Residue Limit - EMRL2011-05 
Page 1 

Under the authority of the Pest Control Products Act, Health Canada=s Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) has re-evaluated the human health and environmental risks as well 
as the value of paraformaldehyde and has allowed continued registration of products containing 
paraformaldehyde for sale and use in Canada. 
 
There are currently no registered Canadian food uses for paraformaldehyde. However, a 2.0 ppm 
MRL has remained in effect for paraformaldehyde in maple syrup although the last registered 
product in Canada containing paraformaldehyde and used as an antimicrobial agent in maple 
syrup expired on 31 December 1990.  
 
As a result, revocation of the maple syrup MRL was proposed in the consultation document 
published on 25 August 2010, Proposed Maximum Residue Limit PMRL2010-55, 
Paraformaldehyde. The PMRA received no comments in response to this consultation. 
 
To comply with Canada’s international trade obligations, consultation on the proposed MRL 
revocation was also conducted internationally by notifying the World Trade Organization, as 
coordinated by the Standards Council of Canada. No comments were received as a result of the 
World Trade Organization consultation. 
 
The following MRL is no longer in legal effect in Canada as of the publication date of this 
document. 
 

Common Name Residue Definition Revoked MRL Food Commodity 

Paraformaldehyde paraformaldehyde 
(calculated as formaldehyde) 

2.0 ppm Maple syrup 

 
A complete list of all pesticide MRLs established in Canada can be found on the Maximum 
Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health 
Canada=s website. 


