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1. Executive Summary 

A careful analysis has been undertaken of Canadian national and provincial housing 
standards to assess the level of information on accessible housing, housing that is 
increasingly in demand as the population of Canada is becoming older and beginning to 
experience some degree of disability.  
 
Canadian building codes and standards are substantially based on the model National 
Building Code that does not have clearly codified requirements for accessible or 
Visitable housing. In contrast, building and housing codes in Europe clearly show a 
trend in requiring that existing housing stock be made accessible and Visitable when  
renovations are undertaken.  Many European countries such as Denmark, England, 
Scotland and Sweden require that new housing be designed and built with accessibility 
in mind. Japan has been developing housing stock for many years to meet the needs of 
their aging population. 
 
The analysis and comparison indicates some isolated areas of development in Canada; 
such as specifications for accessible kitchens in Nova Scotia, requirement for the height 
of window sills in Alberta, access requirements in Newfoundland to all floors of multi-
level housing and a requirement for curb ramps outside multi-unit dwellings in Ontario.  
 
The most exciting finding is the growth of the concept of visitable housing, the latest 
International trend in inclusive housing which, unfortunately, Canadian Building Codes 
have not yet incorporated.  Visitability was first conceptualized in Sweden, it has spread 
throughout Europe and is now making in-roads in some muncipalities in North America.  
 
Visitable housing is the concept of designing homes that incorporate basic accessibility 
features, which allows independent access for everyone, including people with limited 
mobility or other disabilities. The basic architectural components include a level 
entrance, a useable toilet and doors that can accommodate someone using a 
wheelchair. 
 
To date, its adoption and implementation has been localized and driven by grassroots 
organizations that lobby for change and inclusiveness in their communities. Some 
developments have been city based, or municipal ordinances have been introduced.  
Unfortunately, Canadian codes are very slow to provide any information on this concept. 
    
The United Kingdom, the United States, Japan and Denmark are only some of the 
countries that have incorporated visitability into the codied requirements for housing in 
their country. The CAN-CSA Standard B651-M10 has recently introduced technical 
specifications for visitability. Fortunately, there a few glimmers of activity in Canada, 
largely in Manitoba and British Columbia. The province of Manitoba has published an 
excellent publication on visitability and some municipalities in BC such as Saanich and 
North Vancouver have embraced the concept of visitability and have developed bylaws 
requiring their incorporation into new housing.  The National and provincial housing 
codes have no information on visitability.    
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Some highlights 
 

 The City of Vancouver adopted Enhanced Accessibility Guidelines in June 2005 
that include both exterior and interior elements. 

 
 In Newfoundland, access to all floors in multi-unit dwellings is required if there 

are more than 15 dwelling units.     
 

 Adequate clear floor space is required in at least one sleeping areas in multi-unit 
dwellings in Saskatchewan. 

 
 Curb ramps to gain access from the street to multi-unit dwellings was addressed 

by the CSA B651, and the Ontario and Nova Scotia codes.  
 

 The minimum clear width for the main entrance door is standard across Canada 
(810 mm for single unit dwelling and 800 mm for multi-unit dwellings). 

 
 Audible fire alarms are required by the National Building Code and all provincial 

building codes, but the same is not true for visual alarms.  
 

 Only Alberta specifies a minimum door sill height at the balcony door. 
 

 Nova Scotia details accessible kitchens in multi-unit dwellings.  
 

Some Oddities 
 

 One inconsistency discovered is that the National Building Code as well as many 
of the provincial codes specify that the clear width for balcony doors of multi-unit 
dwellings need only be 760 mm. There are also technical specifications requiring 
barrier free access to the balcony specifying space requirements for persons 
using mobility devices in the event of a fire emergency.  For most people who 
use wheelchairs the restrictive door clearance of only 760 mm makes it 
impossible to get out the door.  This creates a serious life safety issue as the 
balcony is supposed to be a safe holding area in an emergency.  

 
 A stair that is well designed and is safe for users should generally have the same 

technical specifications one might expect. Oddly, technical specifications for 
stairs in housing codes had different requirements, depending on whether they 
were for single dwellings, multi-unit dwelling or visitability. A more universally 
designed environment that would benefit all users, including children, people with 
disabilities and seniors would be consistent stair design.   

 
 Generally speaking in Canadian jurisdictions, handrails are required on both 

sides of the stairs if the stair is 1100 mm or wider.  Handrails are only required on 
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one side of exterior stairs of single unit dwellings.  This is unfortunate, as the use 
of handrails on stairs increases safety for residents.   

 
 Oddly, the height of handrails varies across Canada, ranging from 800 - 965 mm. 

 
 No housing code requires accessible access to post boxes, emergency shut-offs 

and garbage disposals, all of which should be mandatory for multi-unit dwellings.   
 
Physical access to housing remains a major obstacle to people with disabilities 
throughout the world, especially people with mobility limitations. While many codes and 
standards have requirements for access to at least the main entrance in multi-unit 
dwellings, there continues to be a lack of information and codified requirements for 
single dwelling units.    
 
This lack of information results in inadequate and poorly designed housing stock for 
Canadians with disabilities and many older persons.   
 
 
Résumé 
 
Les normes nationales et provinciales du Canada en matière d’habitation ont fait l’objet 
d’une analyse minutieuse dans le but de déterminer la quantité d’information qu’on y 
trouve sur les logements accessibles, un genre de bâtiment qui gagne en popularité 
auprès des Canadiens à mesure qu’ils prennent de l’âge et commencent à éprouver 
certaines déficiences.  
 
Au Canada, les codes et normes du bâtiment sont essentiellement établis à partir du 
Code national du bâtiment, un document modèle qui ne renferme pas d’exigences 
clairement codifiées relativement aux habitations accessibles ou « visitables ». En 
revanche, les codes régissant le bâtiment et l’habitation en Europe ont nettement 
tendance à exiger que les habitations existantes soient améliorées pour devenir à la 
fois accessibles et visitables à l’occasion de travaux de rénovation. C’est ainsi que de 
nombreux États européens comme le Danemark, la Grande-Bretagne, l’Écosse et la 
Suisse exigent que les nouveaux bâtiments résidentiels soient conçus et construits 
selon les principes de l’accessibilité. D’ailleurs, le Japon produit déjà depuis de 
nombreuses années des logements destinés à répondre aux besoins d’une population 
vieillissante. 
 
L’analyse et la comparaison effectuées révèlent que des progrès isolés ont été réalisés 
au Canada. Par exemple, la Nouvelle-Écosse a établi des spécifications portant sur 
l’accessibilité des cuisines, l’Alberta a réglementé la hauteur des appuis de fenêtre, 
Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador s’est donné des exigences d’accès visant tous les étages des 
bâtiments résidentiels qui en comptent plusieurs et l’Ontario exige la présence d’une 
rampe de bordure à l’extérieur de tous les collectifs d’habitation.  
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Mais la découverte la plus intéressante s’avère l’intérêt croissant manifesté à l’égard du 
concept d’habitation dite visitable, la plus récente tendance internationale dans le 
secteur des logements inclusifs, un concept que les codes du bâtiment canadiens n’ont 
malheureusement pas encore pris en compte. La visitabilité a été définie pour la 
première fois en Suède, avant de s’étendre à toute l’Europe, et le concept fait 
maintenant des percées dans certaines municipalités d’Amérique du Nord.  
 
Un logement visitable est conçu de manière à le doter de caractéristiques d’accessibilité 
de base, afin de permettre à quiconque, dont les personnes à mobilité réduite ou ayant 
d’autres types de déficience, d’y avoir accès sans l’aide de personne. Les principaux 
éléments architecturaux sont une entrée de plain-pied, une toilette utilisable et des 
portes par lesquelles peuvent passer les personnes en fauteuil roulant. 
 
À ce jour, l’adoption et la mise en application de ce concept sont plutôt localisées et 
poussées par des organismes communautaires qui exercent des pressions afin de faire 
changer les choses et d’amener leurs collectivités à souscrire aux principes de 
l’inclusivité. Des progrès sont survenus dans certaines villes, notamment par l’adoption 
d’arrêtés municipaux. Malheureusement, les codes canadiens sont très lents à inclure 
quelque information que ce soit sur la visitabilité. 
 
Le Royaume-Uni, les États-Unis, le Japon et le Danemark ne sont que quelques-uns 
des pays qui ont intégré la visitabilité à leurs codes sur la construction de maisons. La 
norme CAN-CSA B651-M10 a récemment introduit des spécifications techniques à cet 
égard. Heureusement, certains signes d’activité commencent à poindre au Canada, 
surtout au Manitoba et en Colombie-Britannique. En effet, la province du Manitoba a 
publié un excellent document sur la visitabilité, et certaines municipalités de Colombie-
Britannique, comme Saanich et North Vancouver, ont épousé le concept de la 
visitabilité et adopté des règlements exigeant qu’il soit intégré dans la construction des 
logements neufs. Et pourtant, on ne trouve rien au sujet de la visitabilité dans les codes 
national ou provinciaux régissant la construction de maisons.  
 
Quelques faits saillants 
 
• En juin 2005, la Ville de Vancouver s’est donné des lignes de conduite sur 

l’amélioration de l’accessibilité qui visent à la fois les éléments extérieurs et 
intérieurs. 

 
• À Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador, tous les étages des immeubles comptant plus de 15 

logements doivent être accessibles. 
 
• En Saskatchewan, une surface libre au sol suffisante est exigée pour au moins 

une des chambres dans les collectifs d’habitation. 
 
• La présence obligatoire d’une rampe de bordure donnant accès aux collectifs 

d’habitation à partir de la rue a été incluse dans la norme CSA B651, ainsi que 
dans les codes de l’Ontario et de la Nouvelle-Écosse.  
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• La largeur libre minimale pour la porte d’entrée principale a été normalisée dans 

l’ensemble du Canada (810 mm pour les maisons individuelles et 800 mm pour 
les collectifs). 

 
• Des alarmes d’incendie audibles sont déjà prescrites par le Code national du 

bâtiment ainsi que par tous les codes du bâtiment provinciaux, mais ce n’est pas 
le cas des alarmes visuelles. 

 
• Seule l’Alberta exige une hauteur minimale pour les seuils de porte donnant 

accès aux balcons. 
 
• La Nouvelle-Écosse décrit en détail les caractéristiques d’une cuisine accessible 

dans les collectifs d’habitation.  
 
   
Quelques incohérences 
 
• On s’est aperçu que le Code national du bâtiment ainsi que de nombreux codes 

provinciaux mentionnent que la largeur libre des portes donnant sur le balcon 
dans les collectifs d’habitation ne doit être que de 760 mm. Il existe également 
des spécifications techniques relatives au dégagement requis pour assurer un 
accès sans obstacles au balcon, en cas d’incendie, pour les personnes utilisant 
un dispositif d’aide à la mobilité. Or, pour la plupart des gens qui se déplacent en 
fauteuil roulant, il est impossible de sortir par une porte dont l’embrasure n’est 
que de 760 mm. Cette situation représente un grave danger pour la sécurité de 
ces personnes, étant donné que le balcon est censé servir de refuge en cas 
d’urgence.  

 
• La réalisation de tous les escaliers bien conçus et sécuritaires pour les 

utilisateurs devrait en principe être fondée sur les mêmes spécifications 
techniques. Or, les spécifications techniques établies pour les escaliers dans les 
codes régissant la construction de maisons comportent des exigences 
différentes selon qu’ils se trouvent dans une maison individuelle, dans un collectif 
d’habitation ou dans une habitation visitable. Pour que les milieux bâtis soient 
véritablement conçus pour tout usager, y compris les enfants, les personnes 
handicapées et les aînés, il faudrait que les escaliers soient tous conçus à partir 
des mêmes critères.   

 
• Règle générale, les différentes autorités législatives canadiennes exigent la 

présence de rampes des deux côtés des escaliers si ceux-ci ont une largeur de 1 
100 mm ou plus. Pour les maisons individuelles, la rampe n’est obligatoire que 
d’un seul côté des escaliers extérieurs. C’est une situation déplorable puisque la 
présence de rampes dans les escaliers accroît la sécurité des résidents. 
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• Curieusement, la hauteur des rampes varie d’un bout à l’autre du Canada, soit 
de 800 à 965 mm. 

 
• Aucun code portant sur la construction de maisons n’exige l’accessibilité des 

boîtes aux lettres, des robinets d’arrêt d’urgence et des vide-ordures, lesquels 
devraient obligatoirement être accessibles dans tous les collectifs d’habitation.  

 
Dans le monde entier, l’accès aux habitations demeure un obstacle majeur pour les 
personnes handicapées, surtout celles dont la mobilité est réduite. Bien que de 
nombreux codes et normes renferment des exigences relativement à l’accessibilité d’au 
moins l’entrée principale des collectifs d’habitation, il subsiste des lacunes au chapitre 
de l’information et des exigences prescrites quant aux maisons individuelles. 
 
Ces lacunes se traduisent par la conception inadéquate et déficiente des lieux 
d’habitation pour les Canadiens handicapés et pour bien des personnes âgées.   
 

2. Abstract  

 

COMPENDIUM OF CANADIAN ACCESSIBLE HOUSING 
CODES AND STANDARDS 

This External Research Program project evaluated Canadian and International housing 
codes and standard to assess their inclusion of technical specifications that relate to 
accessibility and usability by people with disabilities and older persons.   

One of the latest International trends in housing is the concept of visitability, 
constructing housing that has level access, allows use of a toilet and circulation 
throughout the main level of a home for people with mobility impairments.   
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The project involves a comparison of the technical specifications in the National Building 
Code, all provincial codes, the CSA Standard B651 and selected housing codes from 
Japan, Netherlands, Ireland, Australia and the United Kingdom. 

The final report summarizes the disappointing findings but also highlights isolated 
technical specifications found in the Canadian codes and features best practices where 
the concept of visitability has been mandated in all housing in England and Denmark.  
Additionally some municipalities in Canada have passed bylaws requiring visitability in 
new housing.  

3.  Interviews 
 
In order to expand the knowledge base for this study, a series of interview were 
conducted of international experts in the field of accessible housing. 
 
Country Response Person Position Agency   Email or telephone 

Sweden  
X 

Elisabet 
Svensson 

Senior 
Researcher 

Handisam Elisabet.svensson@ho.se 
or 
Elisabet@handisam.se 
 

Japan  
 

X 

Satoshi 
Kose 

Professor 
Shizuoka 
University 

Formerly with 
Buildings 
Department 
 

skose@gakushikai.jp 
 

England  
 
 
 

Norman 
England 
relayed to  
Mike 
Donnelly 
 

Member Accessibility 
Standards 

normanREngland@carinya
84.freeserve.co.uk 
 

United 
States 

 Eleanor 
Smith 

Founder Concrete 
Change 

Website information from 
www.concretechange.org 
 

Denmark X 
 

Soren 
Ginnerup 

Senior 
Researcher 

Danish 
Building 
Research 
Institute 

soren.gin@gmail.com 
 

Manitoba X Wendy 
Raths 

Senior 
Planning and 
Program 
Analysis – 
Housing 
Research and 
Development 

Manitoba 
Housing and 
Renewal 

204 945 69691 
 
wendy.raths@gov.mb.ca 
 

Sannich,
BC 

X  Website info Planning Dept www.gov.saanich.bc.ca/bu
siness/development/plan/a
daptable 
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Country Response Person Position Agency   Email or telephone 
Quebec  Ginette 

Lanouville 
Architect Quebec 

Ministry of 
Housing 

ginette.dupont@rbq.gouv.q
c.ca 
 

Federal X Collinda 
Joseph 

Senior 
Program 
Officer 

Office for 
Disability 
Issues 

613 – 994 0967 

Ireland  Gerald 
Craddock  

Disability 
Center of 
Excellence 

Ireland gcraddock@ceud.ie 
 

Australia X Murray 
Mountain 

Accessibility 
Expert 

Australia murraylm@bigpond.net.au 
 

British 
Columbia 

X Paul Tubbe Accessibility 
Advisory 
Com. 

City of 
Vancouver 

ptubbe@telus.net 
 

Interview Summary 

Canadian respondents were aware that Canada’s federal government does not have a 
policy regarding housing of persons with disabilities, although they knew of the past 
work of CMHC on housing people with disabilities.  Manitoba and British Columbia have 
developed policies and publications (see bibliography) addressing visitability and 
housing for seniors and persons with disabilities.  BC has a dedicated housing program 
entitled Independent Living BC with a website that provides a range of information.  The 
City of Vancouver has an Enhanced Accessibility Housing Guidelines. Manitoba has 
prepared an outstanding report entitled Visitable Housing, Community building Through 
Visitable and Adaptable Housing which includes draft policies, implementation 
Strategies and Communication Tools.  

In compliance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), Ontario 
created the AODA Committee on the Built Environment Committee, that has been  
charged with developing the technical specifications for accessibility, including housing.  
The Committee has yet to release their housing standards.    

Canadian respondents identified federal incentive programs such as the Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program, federal tax incentives and in Ontario and the 
property tax reduction as incentives.  Interestingly, numerous disincentives were also 
identified including: the housing industry claiming that there is not the consumer 
demand and the perceived higher cost of implementation and lack of information on 
technical specifications for accessible features.   

Consumers identified disincentives or obstacles including extra fees for any changes to 
new housing to increase accessibility and the lack of information by builders and 
developers.  Consumers reported that they were systematically charged for changes to 
the base design even through they felt that the cost of making that change would not 
cost anything extra, (for example, widening a door).   
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To increase public awareness about the concept of visitability, Manitoba has conducted 
Housing Forums with home builders and BC maintains information on their website.  In 
addition there is information on municipal websites such as the Municipality of Saanich 
where there have been mandatory building standards for adaptable housing since June 
2004.  The municipality of North Vancouver passed a zoning bylaw in 1995, No 6700 -  
Amendment Bylaw No. 2006 outlining three levels of adaptable housing design 
guidelines.      

The United Kingdom has been providing international leadership as they (England and 
Wales) introduced changes to Part M of their building regulations in 1999 requiring all 
new dwellings to have wheelchair access and a useable ground floor toilet.  The non-
profit organization Concrete Change in the United States has been promoting visitability 
and over 15 states have adopted legislative changes to require visitable housing and 
the Canadian Council on Disability Studies in Manitoba maintains a dedicated web 
www.visitablehousing.org on visitability.    

Japan introduced the Housing Loan Corp (1995) which referenced the Dwelling Design 
Guidelines of 1992 providing design guidelines.   Japan has been an international 
leader in promoting appropriate housing to accommodate their fast growing aging 
population.  They have had incentive programs such as preferential interest rates and 
increased access to funding.   Interestingly, over 50% of the Housing Loan clients have 
utilized the incentive scheme since 1999.   

Denmark has a very comprehensive program on accessible housing.  One is not 
allowed to build without providing level access to ALL entrances.  In addition, at least 
one toilet room must be accessible and the door to each room on the entrance floor 
must meet the clear width requirements.  Denmark has published very clear design 
guidelines that address such issues as slopes and the provision of pathways that are 
required to be separate from the traffic areas.    

Austria requires lifts in all building of 2 floors that receive state support for accessibility 
conversions.     

Sweden has been requiring accessible housing since 1977.  The building legislation 
requires that all new multi-unit dwellings be accessible. The Swedish National Building 
Code provides information and specifications about accessible rooms and dwellings. 
Their intent is to require visitable and easily adaptable housing.  If adaptations are 
required to accommodate an individual, a subsidy is provided.  They also provide 
guidelines for holiday cottages.  No incentives are required as all new housing is 
required to be accessible. Not only is information available in the building code, but 
government and non government organizations provide information on best practices in 
accessible housing.        

The impetus for the development of accessible housing appears to include realization of 
the aging population and the need to provide adaptable and usable dwellings.  The 
northern European countries and the UK have been providing leadership in visitable 
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housing that has resulted in policies and practices similar to those in Austria, Denmark 
and the Netherlands.   

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 13 December 2006.  More than 143 countries pledged their 
support by signing the Convention.  In addition 87 countries have signed the Optional 
Protocol. The 20th ratification of the Convention, as of 3 April 2008, triggered the entry 
into force of this Convention.1 

For the first time in history, a legal binding instrument has been created to promote, 
protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights by persons with 
disabilities.  Countries that have signed the Convention are reviewing their legislation 
and programs to assess their compliance with the articles of the Convention.  This will in 
turn inform and implicate changes in accessible housing stock across the world. 

4.  Highlights and Best Practices in Housing 

 All of the provinces, except Newfoundland require access only to the ground floor 
of multi-unit dwellings, if there is no elevator. In Newfoundland, access to all 
floors is required if there are more than 15 dwelling units. Ontario, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland require that all new apartment 
buildings have accessible units, regardless of whether the building is publicly or 
privately built, although they provide few technical specifications to guide builders 
and developers.    

 
 Saskatchewan is the only province that requires a clear floor space in at least 

one sleeping area. 
 

 The provision of a curb ramp to gain access from the street to multi-unit dwellings 
was addressed by the CSA, Ontario, Nova Scotia, Australia and the United 
Kingdom.   Surprisingly, it was not addressed by the other jurisdictions. 

 
 The minimum clear width for the main entrance door is standard across Canada 

(810 mm for single unit dwelling and 800 mm for multi-unit dwellings), which is 
very good. 

 
 Audible fire alarms are required by the National Building Code and all provincial 

building codes, but the same is not true for visual alarms. The provision of 
appropriate warnings for everyone in a fire is a life and death issue for 
occupants. 

 

                                                 
1 United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. www.un.org/disabilities/ (April 3, 
2008) 
 



BDEL - Compendium of Canadian Codes 
Final Report 

12

 Only Alberta specifies a sill height at the balcony door, with a requirement that it 
be no higher than 300 mm. 

 
 Nova Scotia details accessible kitchens in multi-unit dwellings, requiring a 

minimum clearance between counters, opposing base cabinets, countertops, 
appliances and walls in a kitchen. They also require a minimum clear floor space 
for approach to all appliances or operable parts of controls. 

5.   Approach and Methodology  

APPROACH 
 
The approach has been to develop a database that allows users to compare and 
evaluate codified accessibility requirements for single family homes and multi-unit 
dwellings. Comparative data tables have been developed which allow easy cross 
comparison of the accessibility requirements for housing found in the provincial and 
territorial building codes of Canada. In addition, information provided on the housing 
accessibility requirements from international jurisdictions, including best practices in 
accessible and universally designed homes, has been included. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
In order to begin the project, it was necessary to gather national and provincial housing 
codes, as well as the selected International codes and standards. Given the dearth of 
information and technical requirements related to accessibility and visitable housing, an 
environmental scan was undertaken in order to search out guidelines, city and state 
ordinances and other guiding documents being used in cities and communities on the 
leading edge of addressing this issue.  
 
The National Building Code, all provincial codes, as well as the CSA B651 Accessibility 
of the Built Environment Standard were used as the base documents to develop the 
database and identify critical accessibility indicators and key design elements which  
form the basis of the comparative database. 
 
Additional international codes and standards that include provisions related to dwellings 
have been included in the comparison based on the contribution they make in ensuring 
an accessible built environment, either through the comprehensiveness of the technical 
information or a unique universal design approach.  
 
The database has been developed using the core documents identified and the 
database platform used for the International Best Practices in Universal Design: A 
Global Review2. The database and survey instrument are presented in layperson's 
language and the technical information provided is based on factual judgements and 
explicitly stated criteria.  The choice of methodology has been made to meet the 

                                                 
2 International Best Practices in Universal Design: A Global Review, Betty Dion Enterprises Ltd, 2004.  
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demands for accuracy, simplicity of application and flexibility of implementation, 
diminishing the degree of analysis required for the comparison and final assessment.  
 
The technical information from the core documents was input into the database in order 
to establish the key comparative design elements.  As new documents were reviewed, 
additional design elements or key comparative requirements were added to ensure the 
database captured and reflected not only the most common codified elements, but also 
unique and forward thinking criteria related to accessibility of single and multi-unit 
dwellings.  
 
A summary for each design element has been prepared, which serves to quickly 
highlight areas of consistency across all jurisdictions, draw attention to unique technical 
requirements or in some cases, demonstrate the wide range or outright contradiction in 
technical requirements. 
 
Abbreviations are provided in Appendix 4. 
 
Interviews were undertaken with individuals in Canada and internationally, who are 
familiar with the accessibility codes, standards and visitability guidelines being used in 
their jurisdictions.  
 
A bibliography has been compiled of relevant materials from Canadian and International 
sources relating to leading edge guidelines, city and state ordinances, implemented 
examples of best practices and other non-codified materials, related to ensuring the 
accessibility and visitability of single and multi-unit dwellings around the world.  
  

6.  Comparative Database of Housing Codes 

A comparative database has been completed of all technical specifications from the 
Canadian and provincial housing codes.  The technical information from the following 
documents has been input: CAN-CSA B651 Accessibility of the Built Environment, the 
National Building Code, Ontario Building Code, British Columbia Building Code, Alberta 
Building Code, Saskatchewan Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards 
Regulations, Manitoba Building Code, Quebec Construction Code, Nova Scotia Building 
Code Regulations, New Brunswick 2002 Provincial Building Regulation and the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Building Accessibility Regulations.   
 
Internationally, the technical information from the following codes, standards and 
regulations have been input; Australia Building Code, The Dutch Building Decree – Ch4 
Regulations with regard to practicability, The Scotland Building Regulations 2004, The 
Swedish Board of Housing and Planning, Ireland Building Regulations Part M, the 
United Kingdom Building Regulations Part M, and from Japan, the Housing Quality 
Assurance Act and Japan Housing Performance Indication Standards as well as the 
Barrier Free Access to Buildings Standard.  
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A summary was prepared for each design element, which serves to quickly highlight 
areas of consistency across all jurisdictions, draws attention to unique technical 
requirements or in some cases, and demonstrates the wide range or outright 
contradiction in technical requirements. 
 
The database is attached in Appendix 1. 
 
7.  Summary of Architectural Elements 
 
7.1  ACCESS ROUTES 
 
Physical access to housing remains a major obstacle to people with disabilities 
throughout the world, especially people with mobility limitations. While many codes and 
standards have requirements for access to at least the main entrance in multi-unit 
dwellings, there continues to be a lack of codified requirements which dictate that there 
be an accessible access route to single dwelling units.  

 
Scotland has the most comprehensive requirement for the access route, indicating it 
should be “designed so that all occupants and visitors have safe, convenient & 
unassisted means of access to the building (Multi-unit dwellings), and unassisted 
means of access to at least 1 level of a single unit dwelling.” 
 
For multi-unit dwellings, the majority of the jurisdictions studied indicated that an 
accessible route becomes designated as a ramp or curb ramp if it has a running slope 
that is steeper than 1:20, only Ireland and the United Kingdom have this requirement for 
both multi unit and single unit dwellings.  
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Throughout Canada, the interior circulation routes of the public spaces of multi-unit 
dwellings are required to be at least 1100 mm wide, and in Netherlands at least 1200 
mm wide. Netherlands also is the only jurisdiction which has a minimum clear width 
requirement for the interior route of single dwellings, at 850 mm. Ireland and the UK 
have a requirement for both multi-unit and single dwellings which stipulates that “there 
must be safe and convenient access provided throughout the dwelling – including 
unassisted access on at least one level”. Unfortunately, they do not provide the 
additional guidance of providing a minimum technical specification.  
 
In Canada, all provinces require that floor and ground surfaces be stable, firm and slip 
resistant in multi-unit dwellings. However, Ontario, British Columbia and Alberta also 
include these requirements within single unit dwellings, with Ontario going so far as to 
require surfaces to be smooth, even and free from roughness or open defects, and be 
wear resistant on stairs and ramps. 
 
Other than the CSA Standard, Quebec was the only jurisdiction to have a requirement 
for a clear floor area to accommodate a single person using a wheelchair at controls for  
automatic door opener buttons, elevator buttons, security controls, etc.  
 
The most significant question of concern to people who use wheeled mobility devices is 
question 22 of the comparison table, which addresses the question of whether the 
corridor is free of steps.  Only the CSA required this. 
 
The most significant question of concern to people with limited vision relates to 
illumination (question 23); the CSA requires 100 lux in circulation routes and Ontario 50 
lux, unfortunately no other jurisdiction addresses minimum illumination levels in access 
routes. 
 
7.2  ANTHROPOMETRICS 
 
Anthropometrics provide a range of “building blocks” of specific dimensions related to 
people who use various mobility devices including manual wheelchairs, power 
wheelchairs and scooters.  These building blocks can vary considerably from person to 
person and from country to country, as research is increasingly demonstrating the wide 
range in the length of different types of mobility devices.3  
 
There is a wide range in the footprint of a single wheelchair. In Canada, only 3 
jurisdictions provide technical specifications for the space required, CSA (750 x 1200 
mm), BC (800 x 1100 mm) and Quebec (850 x 1500 mm). Internationally, Australia 
provides the largest space (800 x 1300 mm) followed by the UK (900 x 1100 mm) and 
Japan (700 x 1200 mm).   
 
 

                                                 
3 International Best Practices in Universal Design: A Global Review, Betty Dion Enterprises Ltd, 2005.  
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The size of people vary considerably around the world, as do their mobility devices.   
Given the aging population and the increased use of power wheelchairs and scooters 
by people with mobility limitations, it is somewhat surprising that their requirements are 
not widely addressed.   The turning radius for a wheelchair was generally found at 1500 
x 1500 mm but Australia specifies a radius of 2250 x 2250 mm to accommodate power 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
 
Only a few jurisdictions consider the needs of people who use crutches or have a 
service animal.  Australia, Canada CSA and Japan consider the spatial requirements of 
people who use crutches. CSA and Japan also consider the space requirements for 
people who are blind and use a long cane and only CSA considers the space 
requirements of a person with a guide dog or service animal and someone who uses a 
walker. 
 
7.3 APPLICATION 
 
The comprehensiveness of a building code is more than the technical specifications:  
application of the specifications plays just as large and important a role. Some building 
codes have many detailed specifications, but they apply to a narrow scope of the type of 
construction.  Some would say there is limited value to a building code that has detailed 
accessibility requirements, but then has a limited application of those requirements. 
 
In Canada, the majority of provincial building codes adopt the National Building Code, 
with a few additions or changes. In the NBC, Section 3.8 is the key section on Barrier 
Free Design, and its application is for the most part, restricted to buildings that are 
designed primarily for public use and access. The result is that  the technical 
specifications that require the greatest degree of accessibility of the built environment 
do not directly apply to the majority of Canada housing stock; single unit dwellings such 
as single family homes, semi-detached houses, duplexes, triplexes, town homes or row 
houses, boarding houses, etc. The minor exception is for apartment buildings, or “multi-
unit dwellings” that have an elevator, they are covered by the accessible route 
requirements of section 3.8. For apartment buildings without elevators, the accessibility 
requirement is only such that they provide an accessible route to the main door.  
 
Section 9 of the National Building Code – Housing and Small Buildings is the section 
that primarily deals with “Housing”; including semi-detached, duplexes, triplexes, town 
house, row houses and boarding houses. Unfortunately, there are very few accessibility 
requirements related to housing, and few references back to section 3.8.  
 
There are a few changes to Section 9 that Alberta and Newfoundland have made, as 
they also include boarding houses in their definitions, and require the application of 
Section 3.8, but only when the “housing” is used in social programmes such as group 
homes, halfway houses and shelters, and in Newfoundland it is further restricted to 
where there are more than 10 residents.  
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Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland require that all new 
apartment buildings have accessible units, regardless of whether the building is publicly 
or privately built.   Both BC and Alberta also require that there be accessible dwelling 
units in a building if any government funds are used for the construction of the facility.  
 
All of the provinces, except Newfoundland, allow there to be access only on the main 
floor, if there is no elevator in multi-unit dwellings. In Newfoundland, accessible access 
to all floors is required if there are more than 15 dwelling units.  
 
The CSA Standard B651 has a housing section that is applicable only to housing that is 
federally regulated (National Defense, training facilities, etc.) 
 
Internationally, many building codes include technical requirements for the accessibility 
of single unit dwellings, semi-detached, duplexes, triplexes, town house, row houses 
and boarding houses. Australia, Japan, Ireland, the UK, Sweden, Scotland and the 
Netherlands all have minimum requirements related to new housing construction 
requiring at the very least main floor access. Japan, Ireland and the UK additionally 
specify that there must also be an accessible washroom on the entry or principle level.  
 
7.4 BATHROOMS 

Visitable and accessible housing 
requires that people be able to use a 
bathroom on the main level. However, 
many of the codes make a distinction 
between the bathroom requirements for 
residential single unit dwellings, and 
multi-unit dwellings such as apartment 
buildings.  
 
In Canada, the provincial building codes 
provide details on the minimum 
requirements for individual washrooms 
found in the common areas of multi-unit 
dwellings with Alberta and Nova Scotia 
having the largest required space (1700 
x 1700 mm).  
 

 
The Canadian CSA B651 has the most definitive technical requirements related to 
bathrooms, clearly defined for all bathroom features from the toilet and grab bars, to the 
lavatory and storage. The CSA Standard requires that bathrooms in dwellings have the 
same accessibility features as in public spaces in transient accommodation.  
 
Ireland very clearly states that there must be clear space for users to access the toilet, 
and this applies to single unit dwellings as well as multi-unit dwellings. Scotland requires 
that the bathroom be conveniently provided and usable by all occupants and visitors.  
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In residential buildings in the Netherlands with accessible units, there must be at least 
one communal toilet that is fully accessible with a minimum clear manoeuvring space of 
2200 x 1650 mm.  This larger dimension is provided to accommodate power 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
 
There is a wide range of requirements for clear widths for bathroom doors ranging from 
only 610 - 760 mm in provincial codes and 810 mm in the CSA Standard.  The most 
accessible clear width is 850 mm in the Netherlands and 1000 mm in the UK.  
 
It is very disappointing that the provincial codes only require 610 mm or 760 mm for the 
clear width of bathroom doors if the hall is at least 860 mm wide, in single unit dwellings, 
yet require a clear width of 800 mm for doors in public areas of multi-unit dwellings.  
 
The toilet placement relative to the adjacent wall varies wildly both in Canada and 
Internationally. This is an important consideration to enable people to be able to reach a 
grab bar.  CSA and Alberta require the toilet to be 460 - 480 mm from the adjacent wall, 
in Ontario it is 400- 460 mm; In BC it is 420 – 480 mm and Nova Scotia split the 
difference at 460 mm. For provinces that directly adopted the National Building Code 
(SK, MB, QC, NS, NL, PEI), the toilet is closest to the wall at only 285 – 305 mm. The 
wide range continues through the international codes, 450 – 460 mm in Australia, 500 
mm in the UK, and in Japan the toilet is centered between the grab bars, which are 
mounted 700 – 750 mm apart. All of the requirements however, apply only to public 
areas of multi-unit dwellings and not to single unit dwellings.  
 
Only the CSA and Ontario Building Code provided technical specifications for heights of 
grab bars in single unit dwellings. In addition, the Ontario Building Code has 
requirements for incorporating structural support behind walls near the toilet in order to 
accommodate and facilitate the future installation of grab bars.  
 
Other than the CSA, only Sweden addresses the illumination in bathrooms to require 
sufficient illumination of at least 100 lx for reading.  
 
 
7.5 BATHTUBS 
 
Other than the CSA Standard there is 
no jurisdiction that provides technical 
specifications for requirements for 
bathtubs in either single unit or multi 
unit dwellings.  
 
The technical specifications provided 
by the National Building Code, the 
provincial codes and other 
international codes are for use in 
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transient accommodation situations such as hotels, motels and residences, but bathtubs 
in single or multi-unit dwellings are not required to meet those technical requirements.  
 
The CSA Standard requires that there be a sufficient clear maneuvering space of 750 
mm wide x 1500 mm long, adjacent to the bathtub to facilitate use by everyone, 
including people using mobility aids.  
 
The standard requires that the 3 surrounding walls in the tub area be reinforced so as to 
be capable of supporting the forces applied to a grab bar. Two grab bars with a 
minimum length of 1200 mm are required, one horizontally across the back of the tub, 
(mounted 180 – 280 mm from the rim), and one vertically at the foot of the tub. 
Additional grab bars can be installed as required.  
 
7.6 BEDROOMS 
 
There are few accessibility related requirements for either single or multi-unit dwellings 
relating to bedrooms. 
 
In Canada, the only jurisdiction that addresses manoeuvring space in bedrooms is 
Saskatchewan, which requires there be a clear floor space of at least 1500 mm in at 
least one sleeping area. Internationally, only Scotland has any requirements calling for a 
proportion of the bedrooms to be accessible.  
 
There is an interesting range of control heights which the codes have identified as 
noteworthy to bedrooms, such as standard features such as thermostats, electrical 
outlets, light switches, etc. The CSA Standard, the National Building Code and 
provinces which have directly adopted the NBC (AB, SK, MB, QC, NL, NB, PE), require 
all controls in multi-unit dwellings to be at a height between 400 – 1200 mm.  
 
Other provinces have different heights depending on the control, for example, BC 
requires 900 – 1200 mm for lights, thermostats and controls and 455 – 1200 mm for 
electrical outlets. Nova Scotia has a general requirement for controls to be between 400 
- 1200 mm, with specific requirements for electrical outlets of 455 – 550 mm and the 
GFI in bathrooms to be at a maximum height of 1200 mm. 
 
Several international codes including Australia (380-1060 mm), Japan (400-1100 mm) 
and Sweden (800-1000 mm), have a lower maximum height permitted for controls. 
 
7.7 CONTROLS 
 
The centerline of operating controls is fairly standardized 
across Canada at 400 – 1200 mm, the exception being 
Ontario at 900 - 1200 mm. There is a variety of height 
specifications in Australia for reaching controls, depending 
on the action required; 900 - 1100 mm for a grasp/turn, 900 
- 1200 mm for a push, and 900 – 1250 mm for touch. 
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Japan requires controls at a height between 400 - 1100 mm, unless it is a door handle, 
which should be at 900 mm.  
 
The CSA, UK, Scotland and the Netherlands require, and Australia and Japan prefer 
that controls be operable with one hand and without tight grasping, pinching or twisting 
of the wrist. In Canada, the provinces only require that controls be operable with one 
hand. This is an area of concern to those people who have reduced dexterity. 
 
Only the CSA Standard, Australia, Scotland and the Netherlands address illumination 
for reading and operation at controls (200 lx).  None of the provincial building codes 
provide a specification.  
 
The height of controls is also addressed in bedrooms.    
  
7.8 CURB RAMPS 
 
The provision of a curb ramp to gain access from the street to multi-unit dwellings was 
addressed by the CSA, Ontario, Nova Scotia, Australia and the United Kingdom.   
Surprisingly, it was not addressed by the other jurisdictions. The provincial and 
international requirements also only apply to multi-unit dwellings, only the CSA 
Standard indicates that the technical specifications should also apply to single unit 
dwellings.  
 
The CSA, the provinces of Ontario and Nova Scotia, as well as the international 
jurisdictions of Australia, Sweden and the UK require the curb ramp surface to be 
stable, firm, and slip resistant. 
 
The running slope of the curb ramp ranged from 1:8 in Australia with the CSA specifying 
1:10 – 1:15, with Nova Scotia, Sweden and the UK specifying a slope of 1:12.  
 
Most of the Canadian jurisdictions specify a minimum clear width for curb ramps of 920 
mm but Ontario and Nova Scotia require 1200 mm, likely to accommodate space for 
snow.  Nova Scotia again leads the country with requiring that ramp surfaces be colour 
and texture contrasted with their adjacent surfaces.  Australia specifies a 1000 mm clear 
width and the UK 1200 mm. 
 
The Canadian CSA Standard and the UK are the only jurisdictions that require that 
detectable warning surfaces be provided before a curb ramp, a requirement that will 
likely be adopted by other jurisdictions once the usefulness and reliability of detectable 
warning has been established.    
 
7.9 DOORS 
 
The minimum clear width for the main entrance door is standard across Canada (810 
mm for single unit dwelling and 800 mm for multi-unit dwellings), which is very good.  It 
is similar to what is required in Australia, Japan and Sweden (800 mm). Ireland and the 
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UK allow a significantly smaller entry door (775 mm), while the Netherlands require a 
larger one (850 mm). 
 
Within dwellings, doors clear widths are permitted to vary significantly, depending on the 
door usage and hallway widths. While the CSA Standard requires that all doors be at 
least 810 mm wide, the National Building Code and provincial codes permit doors to be 
as narrow as 610 mm wide if they lead off a wider hallway. Bathrooms doors are 
required to be at least 800 mm in common areas of multi-unit dwellings, but are 
permitted to be only 610 mm otherwise. 
 
The minimum clear width for balcony doors is only required to be 760 mm, which is 
unfortunate, as they are often used as an alternate egress route or waiting area in the 
event of an emergency in multi-unit dwellings.  
 
In multi-unit dwellings, the National Building Code and provincial codes require door 
handles to be at a height of 1200 mm, while the CSA permits a range (800 – 1200 mm). 
Internationally, door handles are typically lower with Sweden (800 - 1000 mm) and 
Ireland (800 – 1100 mm) being the lowest, and Japan (1000 mm) and Australia (900 – 
1100 mm) in the mid range.  Only the door handle height specifications for the UK and 
Ireland also apply to single unit dwellings.  
 
All Canadian codes specify the maximum force to open doors which is very good. 
Canadian requirements for both single and multi-unit dwellings allow a threshold of up 
to 13 mm, and if over 6 mm they must be beveled.  The UK and Ireland simply state that 
single unit dwellings are to have an accessible threshold, however, they also permit a 
threshold up to 150 mm if a step is required, but they do not clarify what makes a “step 
required”.  
 
In Canada, adequate maneuvering space is required on sides of the doors in multi-unit 
dwellings, but not in single unit dwellings other than at the main door. Ireland is the only 
country to require sufficient maneuvering space at all doors.  
 
Both Ontario and Quebec have included specifications for the placement and operation 
of automatic door openers, which is excellent. 
 
The CSA requires that there be a second viewer in the main entry door for both single 
and multi-unit dwellings at a height between 1100 – 1200 mm. Only Japan (1200 mm) 
and the UK (1050 mm and 1500mm) also have a requirement for two viewers, although 
it pertains to multi-unit dwellings only. 

Doorbells and intercoms for multi-unit dwellings are consistently located across Canada, 
at a height of 1200 mm. In Australia (900 - 1100 mm), Japan (900 mm) and Sweden 
(800 – 1200 mm) they are required to be slightly lower. Scotland requires that doorbells 
and intercoms to be “safely and conveniently accessible” while in Ireland and the UK 
they are located at a height of 800 mm for multi-unit dwellings and at a height of 750-
775 mm for single unit dwellings. 



BDEL - Compendium of Canadian Codes 
Final Report 

22

7.10 ELEVATING DEVICES 
 
In Canada, all elevators and lifts, for single and multi-unit dwellings must meet the 
minimum operational and safety requirements of various CSA Standards; CSA B44 
Elevators, CSA B613 Interior Platform Lifts, CSA B355 Elevating Devices. These 
standards address the safety and to a certain degree, the accessibility of elevating 
devices.  
 
Ireland and the UK require elevating devices to be usable by an unaccompanied 
wheelchair user, with suitable provisions made for people with sensory impairments. 
 
Interestingly, the Netherlands stipulates that the maximum distance between the access 
point of a building and the nearest lift, shall not exceed a distance of 9000 mm. 
 
7.11 ENTRANCES 
 
Across Canada all multi-unit dwellings are required to have the main entrance and at 
least 50% of all entrances accessible with no step. Unfortunately, only CSA and the UK 
have a requirement that the main entrance of a single unit dwelling also be accessible.  
 
The only Canadian requirement for a level landing area at the main entrance of at least 
1500 x 1500 mm is in the CSA Standard, and this applies to both single and multi-unit 
dwellings. The Netherlands has a similar requirement to have a 1500 x 1500 mm 
landing at an entrance, however, it only applies to multi-unit dwellings, and it does not 
have to be the main entrance. A level landing in front of entrance doors greatly 
increases the ease and ability for one to open the main entrance door.   
 
The CSA requires illumination at the entrance landing and door at 200 lx, as does 
Australia (landing 200 – 300 lx: door 150 lx) but it is only for multi-unit dwellings.  
 
7.12 FIRE SAFETY 
 
The provision of appropriate warnings in a fire is a life and death issue for occupants. 
Accessibility codes and standards address fire safety issues such as visual alarms, 
exits and areas of rescue assistance to facilitate fire and emergency planning for people 
with disabilities. 
 
Building codes are beginning to address the notification of people with hearing 
impairments to fires in public spaces by requiring visual alarms in addition to the audible 
alarms. In single unit dwellings however, only audible fire alarms are required by the 
National Building Code, and all provincial building codes; on each floor and outside of 
sleeping areas, in both single and multi-unit dwellings. The UK has a similar 
requirement. Sweden and Ireland require audible and visual alarms for multi-unit 
dwellings only. Interestingly, Scotland requires that every building be designed with aids 
for people with hearing impairments.   
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In the NBC and the provincial codes, the requirement for visual alarms only exists in 
dwellings if they are intended for use primarily by persons with a hearing impairment. 
Additionally in BC, apartment and condominium buildings, as well as buildings used as 
residences such as hostels, and school dormitories are also required to have visual 
alarms.  
 
Remarkably, only BC (at least 10 lx) and the CSA Standard require that illumination be 
provided to assist in escape. 
 
The National Building Code, provinces that have adopted the NBC directly, as well as 
the province of Ontario, require that every floor above or below the first storey in 
residential occupancies of 3 storey or more, have a balcony that provides direct 
accessible access from the suite or floor area to the balcony.  
 
There are technical specifications related to balconies in three different sections of the 
comparative tables; Doors, Fire Safety and Outdoor Living Areas. In the section on 
doors are found the technical specifications for the clear width of the door leading to a 
balcony. The Outdoor Living Areas provides the technical specifications for the size of 
balconies relative to the size of the living space and unit occupancy.  The section on 
Fire Safety highlights that many of the codes in Canada require barrier free access to 
the balcony as one of the egress options for residential occupancies.  
 
The irony and inconsistency in the approach to accessibility found in the codes, is that 
the NBC as well as many of the provincial codes specify that the clear width for balcony 
doors of multi-unit dwellings, need only be 760 mm. So while there are technical 
specifications which require barrier free access to the balcony and sufficient space to 
accommodate persons with disabilities using a mobility aid on the balcony, in the event 
of a fire emergency the restrictive door clear width of only 760 mm makes actually 
accessing the balcony technically impossible.  
 
With respect to fire safety evacuation requirements, the Alberta code does not 
differentiate buildings of residential occupancies from buildings of other usage, and 
requires that every floor with a barrier free path of travel be divided into at least 2 zones 
(with a 45 min. fire rating) so that persons with physical disabilities can be 
accommodated in each zone. In BC, the code requires that in a multi-unit dwelling with 
more than one storey, each unit have direct egress to a public access to exit. 
 
Scotland requires that every building, single and multi-use dwellings be designed so 
occupants are provided with the opportunity to escape.  Interestingly, Ontario states that 
elevators, slides and windows shall not be considered as part of a required means of 
egress. Information is not provided on how people who are unable to use stairs are 
supposed to evacuate a building.  
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7.14 HANDRAILS 
 
Handrails on ramps provide support and prevent people from wheeling over the edge of 
a ramp.   
 
In multi-unit dwellings in Canada handrails are required on ramps regardless of the rise. 
In Canada in single unit dwellings handrails are only required if the ramp is curved or 
wider than 1100 mm, even then, handrails are not required on ramps rising more than 
400 mm in a single dwelling. 
 
In Sweden, ramps are only required to have handrails if the rise is greater than 500 mm, 
and even then, only if it is an interior ramp.  The UK leads the way as it is the only 
jurisdiction in our comparison that requires handrails on ramps both for single and multi-
unit dwellings, but only if the rise is greater than 600 mm.  
 
The CSA Standard specifies a handrail height between 860 – 920 mm for both single 
and multi-unit dwellings. The National Building Code and provincial codes have a range 
of different heights from 800 mm – 965 mm.  There are requirements for dual height 
handrails in multi-unit dwellings by Australia (665 – 700 mm and 865 – 1000 mm), 
Japan (600 – 650 mm and 750 – 850 mm), and Sweden (900 mm and another at 700 
mm outdoors).  Canada does not require dual height handrails on ramps.  
 
 
To provide stability, all jurisdictions require that handrails extend horizontally at the top 
and bottom by 300 mm (Japan 450 mm), for both single and multi-unit dwellings. In 
nearly every jurisdiction, they are required to terminate in a manner that does not 
obstruct pedestrian travel or create a hazard, which is good. 
 
Generally speaking in Canadian jurisdictions handrails are required on both sides of the 
stairs if the stair is 1100 mm or wider, or on one side if 1100 mm or less. Handrails are 
only required on one side of exterior stairs of single unit dwellings.  This is unfortunate 
as the use of handrails on stairs increases safety.   
 
The required clear width between handrails varies across Canada, and it is partly 
dependent on whether it is a single unit or multi-unit dwelling. For both single and multi-
unit dwellings, the CSA requires a clear width between handrails of 920 mm, the 
National Building Code, along with Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, PEI and Newfoundland and Labrador require a clear route of 870 mm for 
multi-unit and 860 mm for single unit dwellings.  
 
Quebec, Ontario and BC require ramps have a clear route between handrails of 860 
mm for single unit dwellings; Quebec permits a range between 870 – 920 mm for multi-
unit ; Ontario requires a clear route of 900 mm for multi-unit, and BC allows a range of 
809 – 940 mm for multi-unit dwellings.  
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A few international jurisdictions allowing up to 920 mm, Australia and Ireland require 
1000 mm, and Japan is the widest at 1200 mm. 
 
7.15 KITCHENS 

 
The CSA Standard provides guidance on the minimum specifications required to design 
a kitchen and ensure that it is accessible to all users, including people with disabilities. 
Other than Nova Scotia and Saskatchewan, there are no other kitchen specifications in 
any Canadian jurisdiction, including the National Building Code.  
 
Nova Scotia leads the way with kitchens in multi-unit dwellings, with a minimum 
clearance of 1200 mm (1500 mm in “U” shaped kitchens) between counters and all 
opposing base cabinets, countertops, appliances or walls in a kitchen. They also require 
a minimum clear floor space for approach to all appliances or operable parts of controls 
of 750 x 1200 mm, space at counters, the height of sinks and the provision of D-type 
handles similar to the CSA Standard. Saskatchewan’s requirement applies to both 
single and multi-unit dwellings, and requires that there be 1500 mm of clearance 
between counters and all opposing cabinets, appliances or walls.  
 
Nova Scotia again leads the way as it requires that there be at least one work surface in 
a kitchen which has a width of at least 750 mm and a depth of at least 600 mm, and be 
at a height between 810 - 860 mm. In addition, there should be an electrical outlet at the 
front or side of the work space.  The kitchen cabinets, drawers and shelves are required 
to have at least one shelf located not more than 1200 mm from the floor, with door or 
drawer pulls that are easily graspable.  The lower base cabinets mustl have a minimum 
toe space of 150 x 230 mm (depth x height).  
 
Both Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia require pipes under the sink to be insulated, 
although the Nova Scotia Code requirement is only for multi-unit dwellings.  
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Internationally, Scotland’s kitchen design requirements simply state that single unit 
dwellings are to ensure the welfare and use by all occupants and visitors. The 
Netherlands provide technical specifications and require a minimum floor space for 
approach of 1500 x 600 mm for sinks and 600 x 600 mm for appliances. 
 
Unfortunately, no Canadian building code specifies a minimum illumination level in a 
kitchen.  
 
7.16 MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES 
 
Miscellaneous services include such amenities and services such as laundry facilities, 
post boxes, garbage disposals, or garden hoses, etc.  
 
Only the CSA Standard and the Netherlands indicate that services such as laundry 
facilities, post boxes, garbage disposals, or hose bibs have a clear floor area in front. 
(CSA 750 x 1200 mm, Netherlands 1600 x 1600 mm). 
 
Other than the CSA Standard, only the UK specifies control heights for laundry facilities, 
post boxes, garbage disposals, etc. (CSA 400 – 1200 mm, UK 450-1200 mm). 
 
This is a very unfortunate situation as access to post boxes, emergency shut-offs and 
garbage disposals should be mandatory for all building occupants.  
 
7.17 OUTDOOR LIVING 
 
While the National Building Code and the provinces require a minimum dimension for 
balconies, it only applies to multi-unit dwellings.   
 
The NBC and the provinces all require a minimum of 1500 mm² of balcony space for 
each non-ambulatory and 500 mm² for each ambulatory person; British Columbia differs 
in it’s approach, requiring 2000 mm² for each accessible sleeping room.  
 
Only Alberta indicates a maximum permitted sill height at the balcony door, with a 
requirement that it be no higher than 300 mm. 
 
Access to the outdoor space is important for the enjoyment of the building occupants 
but it is also necessary for safety and possible use as an egress route. 
 
7.18 PARKING 
 
Provisions for accessible parking are generally addressed in municipal or provincial 
codes.  Building codes specify parking for multi-unit dwellings, but only the CSA 
Standard indicates any type of requirement or guidance for single unit dwellings.  
 
Accessible parking that is located near to the building entrance is specified by all of the 
provinces and the majority of the international codes included in the comparative study. 
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Nova Scotia requires that the distance from the parking to the entrance be no greater 
than 50 m, and Sweden indicates a maximum distance of 25 m.  
 
The minimum width of parking stalls appears to be fine although they vary greatly, but 
there is less differential once the comparison is made between the jurisdictions which 
require a parking stall plus an access aisle, or just a large stall. In jurisdictions where 
just a large stall is required (BC, Alberta, Japan and Sweden), the range is 3500 mm to 
3700 mm. In jurisdictions where there is a parking stall and an access aisle, the parking 
stall range is 2300 mm to 2600 mm, with accompanying access aisles at 1500 mm, only 
the UK has a narrower access aisle at 1200 mm.  
 
The CSA standard provides both the required width of an accessible parallel parking 
stall (3900 mm), and length (7000 mm). Quebec provides only a required width (3900 
mm) and Ontario and Nova Scotia specify only a required length for the stall (7000 mm). 
 
 
No Canadian code requirements address the additional space requirements for vans 
equipped with lift or ramp devices. Japan requires the van spaces to be 3500 mm wide, 
and Sweden requires a parking space for vans of 5000 mm, including the access aisle.   
 
In order to access a parking space in an indoor facility, additional height is often 
required to accommodate the raised roof found on many vans, yet only CSA (2750 
mm), Ontario (2100 mm) and Australia (2500 mm) indicate requirements for a minimum 
height in parking areas.  
 
Specification for the signage at the parking space to identify the accessible parking stall 
is included in the CSA (300 – 450 mm) and Newfoundland (300 – 600 mm). Only CSA 
and Ontario indicate the mounting height of the sign designating the space. 
 
7.19 PASSENGER DROP-OFF AREAS 
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Passenger drop-off areas are required to be provided at the front entrance of multi-unit 
dwellings.  They should be able to accommodate a variety of vehicles, including buses, 
taxis and vans, in addition to regular passenger vehicles.     
 
Both the UK and Ireland require that there be sufficient space for a person using a 
mobility aid to get past a car, for both single and multi-unit dwellings.  
 
Unlike for parking areas, all jurisdictions in Canada (NBC and all provincial codes) 
require that passenger drop-off areas have a minimum clear height of 2750 mm for the 
drop off areas at multi-unit dwellings, which is good.     
 
7.20 RAMPS 
 
The slope of a ramp to be able to access a home safely and easily is of paramount 
importance to people who use wheelchairs. 
 
The running slopes of ramps are addressed by all codes and standards, but there is a 
wide range of slopes permitted, and a difference between single unit dwellings and 
multi-unit dwellings.  
 
CSA permits a range of slopes, but they require a minimum of 1:12, but a slope of up to 
1:20 is permitted. The NBC and all provincial codes also require that ramps in multi-unit 
dwellings be a minimum of 1:12. Australia requires that the slope be less steep at 1:14 – 
1:20.  Japan permits 1:12, but indicates that a slope of 1:15 is preferred. Sweden 
requires 1:12 for interior routes, but requires 1:20 for exterior routes.  Fortunately no 
jurisdiction allows a slope of 1:10 for multi-unit dwellings. 
 
Interior ramps in residential occupancies allow a wide range of slopes between 
landings.  The NBC and provincial codes allow a slope 1:10 which is too steep to allow 
people to use it safely or independently.  
 
Ireland has a good approach as the slope of a ramp must have a minimum slope of 1:12 
if the ramp is less than 5000 mm long, and have a minimum slope of 1:15 if the ramp is 
greater than 5000 mm long.  The UK has similar provisions; the slope must be a 
minimum of 1:12 for a ramp up to 2000 mm long; 1:15 for a ramp up to 5000 mm long 
and 1:20 for a ramp up to 10,000 mm long.  Surprisingly, neither Scotland nor the 
Netherlands address the slope of ramps. 
 
In Canada, all building codes require that where a ramp is constructed within a single 
unit dwelling, that it have a minimum clear width of 860 mm. If there is a ramp that 
serves the public access to a multi-unit dwellings, it is required to have a minimum clear 
width between the handrails of at least 870 mm. Internationally, only Ireland (900 mm), 
addresses single and multi-unit dwellings, Australia, UK, Scotland (1000 mm), Japan 
(1200 mm) and Sweden (1500 mm) all have requirements that apply to public access 
ramps for multi-unit dwellings. 
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The CSA Standard specifies a wider ramp width at 920 mm and the UK (900 mm) 
requires that ramps have a minimum clear width between handrails, regardless of 
whether it is a multi-unit or single unit dwelling. 
 
The maximum horizontal distance between landings is quite consistent for all 
jurisdictions with requirements for multi-unit dwellings. Across Canada, the requirement 
is 9000 mm, and is mirrored by Australia. A distance of 10,000 mm is permitted in 
Ireland, UK, Scotland and the Netherlands. Sweden has a different approach as they 
permit a distance between landings of 10,000 mm as long as the slope is 1:20, if the 
slope is 1:12, there must be landings every 6000 mm. 
 
A level landing at the top and bottom of the ramp is required by most countries, as well 
as a level landing where the ramp changes direction.  The length of the landing varies a 
great deal between multi-unit dwellings between 1200 - 2000 mm, and single unit 
dwellings (860 - 1500 mm). 
 
In a multi-unit dwelling where the landing has a door opening onto it, it is important to 
provide adequate maneuvering space for people.  Most Canadian jurisdictions specify 
1500 x 1500 mm but Ontario requires a landing of 1670 x 1670 mm, which will more 
easily accommodate power wheelchairs and scooters.  
 
7.21 SHOWERS  
 
Only the CSA Standard shower specifications apply to both single unit and multi-unit 
dwellings. Not the NBC, the provincial codes, nor the international codes, provide 
information on showers in single or multi-unit dwellings. 
 
The CSA requires a minimum clear floor space of 900 x 1200 mm in front of a roll in or 
curbed entry shower, with the long side parallel to the entrance. If there is a curb at the 
edge to the shower, it should not exceed more than 13 mm. 
  
The CSA specifies that there should be a seat on the wall opposite the controls located 
at a height between 430 – 480 mm. The controls, faucets and shower spray unit are 
required to be installed on the long back wall, but within reach of the seat. The hand 
held shower head must have a hose with a minimum length of 1500 mm, with the 
bottom of the slide bar mounted at a maximum height of 1200 mm from the floor. 
 
In addition, horizontal grab bars are required on the side and back walls mounted at a 
height of 750 – 850 mm, and vertical grab bars are required, one at the control end, and 
one at the other end near the entrance.   
 
7.22 STAIRS 
 
The CSA Standard recommends that the maximum riser height of stairs be 180 mm for 
both single and multi-unit dwellings, while the NBC and provinces permit a range 
between 125 – 200 mm in multi-unit dwellings. Australia only permits a narrow range 
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from 150 – 165 mm while Ireland and the UK permit a much wider range for the height 
of risers between 75 – 150 mm.   
 
Across Canada, tread depth is addressed for both single and multi-unit dwellings, with 
the CSA requiring both to be 280 mm, and the provinces providing differing ranges 
depending on whether it is a multi-unit dwelling (210 - 355 mm) or a single unit dwelling 
(235 – 355 mm). Internationally, Ireland and the UK also require a tread depth of 280 
mm for both types of dwellings. Australia (275 – 300 mm), Japan (300 mm) and Sweden 
(250 mm indoors, 300 mm outdoors) address only the tread depth requirements for 
multi-unit dwellings.  
 
Open risers are permitted in single unit dwellings across Canada, by the NBC as well as 
provincial codes, but not in multi-unit dwellings. Open risers can be hazardous to people 
who use canes or crutches.  Internationally, open or partially open risers are permitted 
by Australia, Japan, Sweden, Ireland and the UK. 
 
Across Canada, the minimum width of exit staircases in a residential multi-unit dwelling 
building is required to be 900 mm.  Australia (1500 mm) and Japan (1400 mm) require a 
wider width for the stairs that are part of the exit route. 
 
The minimum width for at least one staircase between floors, and exterior stairs is 
required to be 860 mm for single-unit dwellings across Canada.   
 
The minimum clear height over stairs within dwelling units varies depending on whether 
it is a multi-unit (2050 mm) or single dwelling (1950 mm). Only Alberta requires a lower 
minimum height of 1950 mm regardless of whether it is a single or multi-unit dwelling.   
 
The stair landing length also differs significantly depending on whether it is in a multi-
unit dwelling (1500 mm) or a single dwelling (860 mm). 
 
Interestingly, Alberta is unique in requiring that a barrier free path of travel having a 
downward change in elevation, be marked with a tactile warning strip with colour and 
brightness contrast.  
 
7.23 STORAGE 
 
Within Canada, British Columbia, Nova Scotia and the CSA Standard have all 
recognized that access to storage is a requirement in their housing standards.    
Australia and Japan also provide specifications on heights and clear opening 
requirement of storage. 
 
The height of shelving and the height of a clothes rail are also addressed by each of 
these jurisdictions.    
 
Unfortunately, the CSA Standard is the only document that specifies a minimum 
illumination level in the storage area.  
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7.24 VISITABLE HOUSING 
 

Visitable housing is the concept of designing 
and building homes with a basic level of 
accessibility in order to provide independent 
access for everyone, including people with 
limited mobility or those with disabilities. The 
concept of Visitability began in Sweden, has 
spread throughout Europe and is now making 
in-roads in North America. Visitability is the 
latest and fastest growing trend in inclusive 
housing. To date its adoption and 
implementation has been localized and 
driven by grassroots organizations who lobby 
for change and inclusiveness in their 
communities. In some cases there are city 
wide or municipal ordinances which require 
visitability, but the ultimate goal is that the 
requirements become codified in national and 
provincial building codes.  

 
Visitable housing is the term for housing that can be accessed from outside by someone 
with a disability, and which provides an accessible route, accessible washroom and 
living space.  It is a concept that has been adopted in the UK, Scotland, Austria and 
Denmark.   
 
Some of architectural features identified in the study began with a requirement for an 
accessible route.  Scotland specified that all visitors have a safe, convenient and 
unassisted means of access to the building and bathroom.   
 
With respect to Visitability, only the CSA Standard and the UK specify the slope of a 
ramp.  Netherlands and CSA require a level landing at the entrance.  Surprisingly only 
the UK (775 mm) and CSA (810 mm) specify the clear width requirement of the door.   
 
The CSA, UK, Scotland and Netherlands all address the clear route to the toilet and the 
circulation routes as an integral component of visitability.    Netherlands was the only 
country that required a habitable room, that they stated should be a minimum of 4 m². 
 
7.25 WINDOWS 
 
Being able to open and close windows is an important aspect of the usability of a 
dwelling. 
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Access to the operation of windows was identified as an issue by the CSA Standard, UK 
and Scotland.   The CSA specified a maximum height of 750 mm while the UK states a 
1200 mm maximum height for the window sill.  Alberta is the only province that 
addresses the height on window controls. 
 
 
8 APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX 1:  COMPARATIVE DATABASE 
 
Please see separate document.  
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APPENDIX 2 :  QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
  
 
 
 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

COMPENDIUM OF CANADIAN ACCESSIBLE HOUSING 
CODES AND STANDARDS  

 
 
NAME  _________________________________POSITION:________________ 
 
COUNTRY: ______________________ DATE:____________________ 
 
 
 

1. What is your national government policy regarding housing for persons with 
disabilities and older persons? 

 
 
 
2. Does your national, state or provincial building and housing code include 

information on accessible or Visitable housing? 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. Is there a national, state or provincial guide or publication on accessible or       

Visitable housing? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. Is there any pending policies, legislation or codes? 
 

___________________________________________________________  
 
 

5.   What other publications would you recommend? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
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6. Where do you get information on accessible, Visitable, flex or adapatable      
housing? 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Are there incentive programs to promote accessible housing? 
 

    
 
8. What are the incentives? 
- financial assistance 
- tax deduction 
- awards 
- which types of housing does apply to 
- these apply to public domain, private  
- does it also apply to single unit dwellings 
 
 

 
9.    What are the de-incentives ? 
- extra costs 
- lack of information 
- attitudinal  
- lack of knowledge  
- lack of government leadership 
- lack of support from housing industry 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.    Are there any programs to educate the housing industry? 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
11.  Are you aware of specific programs directing at the housing industry to promote                 

accessible or Visitable housing? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
12.   Do you have examples of innovative design in accessible housing? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix 3:  BIBLIOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCAN 

LITERATURE SEARCH 

A summary of some of the most valuable information is presented here.  

Visitable Housing: Cost Estimate Summary  
Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation (MHRC). “Visitable Housing: 
Community Building Through Visitable and Adaptable Housing” Winnipeg, 
Canada. April 2006. 

 
This report was prepared at the request of Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation 
(MHRC) and summarizes the findings related to the cost and market implications of 
incorporating basic visitable features into two single-family detached houses in 
Manitoba. The cost analysis is for a case study in Waverly West, a new development in 
Winnipeg based on two specific model homes (provided by a local home builder) and 
sites. The case studies look at different solutions determined by site drainage, 
earthwork, foundation, bathroom design, pathway, decks and changes needed to be 
made to the house plans to ensure visitability.  
 
For more information on visitability, the Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation 
(MHRC) has made the report available on www.visitablehousingcanada.com 
 
Assist Guidebook to the Accessible Home: Practical Designs for Home 

Modifications and New Construction 
ASSIST Inc. edited by Borgenicht, Roger et al,  Salt Lake City, Utah. 2005. 

  
As part of Utah’s Visitable Housing resources is the Assist Guidebook to the Accessible 
Home: Practical Designs for Home Modifications and New Construction 
www.assistutah.org/docs/guidebook_v6.pdf. The publication is well written in easy to 
understand language, with lots of photos and diagrams which demonstrate how easy it 
is to make a visitable dwelling, either as new construction or retrofit. 

INCLUDED BY DESIGN: A national strategy for accessible housing for all.  

D Herd, M Ward and B Seeger: Paper presented at the National Housing 
Conference, Adelaide, Australia. November 2003. 

The document highlights what many people with disabilities already know, that many 
areas of our world have become accessible more quickly than others.  What is most 
surprising is that the accessibility and visitability of private housing is lagging so far 
behind the access we now expect in public buildings. The publication provides a quick 
snapshot of what Australia, as well as other international jurisdictions are doing with 
respect to housing and visitability. In addition, the document identifies issues such as 
options for market and government intervention, and poses important questions for all 
countries and jurisdictions to consider relating to the social, economic and 
environmental consequences if current housing practice remains the same. 
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Concrete Change (www.concretechange.org) 
 
The people at Concrete Change advocate for Visitability and assist in developing 
ordinances in the US and Internationally. Their website offers a wealth of current 
information on the technical requirements of visitability ordinances nationally and 
internationally. In addition, the costs of undertaking visitability at the outset when 
undertaking new construction or retrofits are explained, as well as the costs to society of 
not implementing this forward thinking concept.   
 
Atlanta, Georgia was the first U.S. city to enact a visitability ordinance, that requires 
basic visitability features such as; a zero-step entrance, wide doors and access to a 
main floor bathroom, for any single-family home or duplex built with any type of funding 
subsidy from the city. 
 
Passed in 1992, the ordinance was championed by Concrete Change, a leading 
advocacy group for people with disabilities and has since resulted it more than 600 
visitable homes having been constructed in Atlanta. 
 
A Blue Print for Action: Building Livable Communities for All Ages 

MetLife Foundation, Partners for Livable Communities and n4A - National 
Association of Area Agencies on Aging. USA. 2007. 

 
People with disabilities are living longer, and as a result, there are more people with 
disabilities living longer, and living independently in the community.  
 
The blue print for action provides a guide for creating livable communities for people of 
all ages and abilities. It is important that all community partners recognize the role they 
have to play in ensuring an accessible and inclusive environment, from the local 
government, city, urban and recreation planners, to builders and product manufacturers.  
There is a toolbox of Action Steps to address key challenges and a Six-step Strategy to 
assist in the building of partnerships needed to create livable communities for all ages.  
 
The ability of people to remain in their homes through all stages of life, with access to 
services, transportation and every day conveniences serves to enhance and create 
vibrant communities. 
 
WHO – Global Age Friendly Cities: A GUIDE 
World Health Organization (WHO) WHO Press, Geneva, Switzerland. 2007  
 
The idea of an age-friendly city presented in this Guide builds on WHO’s active ageing 
framework where active ageing is the process of optimizing opportunities for health, 
participation and security in order to enhance quality of life as people age. 
 
Having a comfortable and accessible place to live is an integral part of aging and being 
part of a community. The problems of accessibility and visitability are not limited to the 
developed or developing world, the report provides evidence that this is a global issue, 
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with people around the world sharing the same needs and concerns, regardless of 
socioeconomic status. In an age-friendly city, policies, services, settings and structures 
support and enable people to age actively by anticipating and responding flexibly to 
ageing-related needs and preferences and promoting their inclusion in and contribution 
to all areas of community life. 
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Disability Council of NSW, “Accessible Housing in Australia”, June 2005. 

D Herd, M Ward and B Seeger “INCLUDED BY DESIGN: A national strategy for 
accessible housing for all. “Paper presented at the National Housing Conference, 
Adelaide, Australia. November 2003. 

 
Enhanced Accessibility Guidelines, City of Vancouver, passed by City Council June 

2005.  
 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and 

Transport Building Center of Japan. Barrier Free access to Buildings. Japan. 
2006. 

 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. “Lifetime Homes – English universal design”. UK. 2005. 
 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. “Lifetime Home Standards: Help the Aged Policy 

Statement 2006”.  UK. 2006. 
 
Knoxville Tennessee Planning Commission on Visitability. “VISITABILITY 

Study: A Strategy to Move Knoxville Toward More Housing that is More 
Accessible for More People”. Knoxville Tennessee, USA. 2008. 

 
Lane, Malcolm and Kashmiri, Ali. Harrow Council. “Accessible Homes: Supplementary 

Planning Document - A guide to well-designed Lifetime and Wheelchair Standard 
Homes“, London, UK. 2006. 

 
Habinteg Housing Association Ltd, London, UK. Lifetime Homes. “Lifetime Homes: 21st 

Century Living”. 2005. 
 
Maisle, Jordana, et al. AARP. “Increasing Home Access: Designing for Visitability”. 

USA. 2008. 
 
Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation (MHRC). “Visitable Housing: Community 

Building Through Visitable and Adaptable Housing” Winnipeg, Canada. April 
2006. 

 
MetLife Foundation, Partners for Livable Communities and n4A – National Association 

of Area Agencies. “A Blue Print for Action: Building Livable Communities for All 
Ages.” USA. 2007. 

 
Ministry of Forests and Range and Minister Responsible for Housing, Office of 

Construction Standards. British Columbia Building Code. British Columbia, 
Canada. 2006. 

 



BDEL - Compendium of Canadian Codes 
Final Report 

40

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Building and Development Branch. Ontario 
Building Code Compendium. Ontario, Canada. 2006. 

 
National Research Council. Alberta Building Code. Institute for Research in 

Construction. Ottawa, Canada. 2006. 
 

National Research Council. National Building Code. Institute for Research in 
Construction. Ottawa, Canada. 2006. 
 

National Research Council. Quebec Construction Code. Institute for Research in 
Construction. Ottawa, Canada. 2006. 
 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Ireland. The Building Regulations, 2004 Edition. 
“Access to and use of Buildings – Part M”.  Ireland. 2004. 

 
Queen’s Printer. Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005. Toronto, Canada. 

2006. 
 
Queen’s Printer. Building Accessibility Regulations 1996 (current to 2007). St. John’s 

Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada. 2007. 
 
Queen’s Printer for Scotland. The Building (Scotland) Regulations 2004. Scottish 

Statutory Instrument 2004 No.406. Scotland. 2004. 
 
Queen’s Printer. Manitoba Building Code. Manitoba, Canada. 2006. 
 
Queen’s Printer. The Nova Scotia Building Code Regulations. Nova Scotia, Canada. 

2009. 
 
Queen’s Printer. The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Regulations. 

Saskatchewan, Canada. 1995 (current to 2005). 
 
Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Universal Design at Buffalo. “People 

and Places Series: Visit-ability an approach to Universal Design in housing.” 
Buffalo, NY, USA. 2003. 

 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects. “Accessible Housing in Australia”, Maunukta, 

Australia. 2005. 
 
Ryhl, Camilla, The Danish Building Research Institute. Presentation – “The New – and 

Inclusive – Danish Building Code”. 2006. 
 
Secretary of State of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment. Dutch Building 

Decree – Ch4 Regulations with Regard to Practicability. The Hague,  
Netherlands. 2005. 

 



BDEL - Compendium of Canadian Codes 
Final Report 

41

Scotts, Margie (CRESA), Saville-Smith, Kay (CRESA) and James, Bev. 
“INTERNATIONAL TRENDS IN ACCESSIBLE HOUSING FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES: A selected review of policies and programs in Europe, North 
America, United Kingdom, Japan and Australia. 2007. 

 
Standards Australia. “AS 4299-1995 Adaptable housing”. Australia. 1995. 
 
Stationary Office – Welsh Office. The Building Regulations – Access and Facilities for 

disabled People – Part M. United Kingdom.  
 
US Congress. “HR.4202: Inclusive Home Design Act of 2007.” www.govtrack.us. 2007 
 
Waterford District. “Supplementary Planning Guidance: SPG 2 – Lifetime Homes  

Supporting Policy H20 of the Watford District Plan 2000. Waterford, UK. 2004. 
 
UK Government. Lifetime Homes Standards. "Lifetime Homes. Lifetime 

Neighbourhoods: A National Strategy for Housing in an Ageing Society" UK. 
2008. 

 
World Health Organization (WHO) “Global Age Friendly Cities: A GUIDE”. WHO Press, 

Geneva, Switzerland. 2007.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BDEL - Compendium of Canadian Codes 
Final Report 

42

Appendix 4: Table of Acronyms and Codes and Standards 
 
 

Acronym Term / Document 
AB Alberta: Alberta Building Code 
ABC Australia Building Code 
AODA Accessibility for Ontarians with a Disabilities Act 
BC British Columbia 
BCBC British Columbia Building Code 
CMHC Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
CRPD UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Canada CSA, 
CSA, CSA B651 

Canadian Standards Association B651-M04 “Accessibility of the 
Built Environment Standard” 

GFI GFI outlet: Ground Fault Interruption 
Ireland Ireland Building Regulations Part M 
Japan Housing Quality Assurance Act and Japan Housing Performance 

Indication Standards as well as the Barrier Free Access to Buildings 
Standard 

MB Manitoba; Manitoba Building Code 
NB New Brunswick; New Brunswick 2002 Provincial Building 

Regulation 
Netherlands The Dutch Building Decree – Ch4 Regulations with regard to 

practicability 
NBC National Building Code 
NL Newfoundland and Labrador; Newfoundland and Labrador Building 

Accessibility Regulations 
NS Nova Scotia; Nova Scotia Building Code Regulations  
OBC Ontario Building Code 
ON Ontario 
PE Prince Edward Island  
Scotland The Scotland Building Regulations 2004 
SK Saskatchewan; Saskatchewan Uniform Building and Accessibility 

Standards Regulations 
Section 3.8 Section 3.8 Barrier Free Design from the National Building Code.  
Section 9.0 Section 9.0 Housing and Small Buildings, from the National Building 

Code 
Sweden The Swedish Board of Housing and Planning 
QC Quebec; Quebec Construction Code  
UK United Kingdom; United Kingdom Building Regulations Part M 
 
 
 
 
 


