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CANADA-CHINA

Merchandise Trade

In 2010, Canada’s bilateral merchandise trade with
China totalled $57.7 billion, comprised of

$13.2 billion in exports to, and $44.5 billion in
imports from, China.

China was Canada'’s third largest destination for
exports in 2010, after the United States and the
United Kingdom, and its largest export destination
in Asia, a region that includes 27 countries. China
was Canada’s second largest source of imports
worldwide, after the United States, and its largest
source of imports in Asia in that year.

The value of Canada—China trade as a share of
the value of Canada’s total trade has increased
over time. In 1995, China accounted for 1.3% of
the value of Canada’s exports worldwide and 2.1%
of the value of Canada’s global imports. In 2010,
these shares were 3.3% and 11.0% respectively.

Over the 2005 to 2010 period, the value of
Canada’s exports to China grew at an average
annual rate of 12.9%, compared to a decrease of
1.8% worldwide. The value of Canada’s imports
from the country increased at an average annual
rate of 8.5% over the period, significantly higher
than the worldwide rate of 1.2%.

The value of Canada’s exports to, and imports
from, China increased by 19% and 12%
respectively from 2009 to 2010, exceeding the
11% increases in the value of Canada’s exports to,
and imports from, the world.

British Columbia was Canada’s largest provincial
exporter to China in 2010, followed by Alberta and
Quebec. The value of their exports to the country
in that year were $4.1 billion, $2.8 billion and

$1.7 billion.

New Brunswick and British Columbia were the
fastest-growing provincial exporters to China over
the 2005 to 2010 period, with the value of their
exports growing at average annual rates of 38%
and 25% respectively.
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All figures were prepared by the authors using Statistics Canada annual figures as of spring 2011.
The merchandise trade data are customs-based; the services trade and foreign direct investment data are balance of payments-based.
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CANADA-CHINA

In 2010, manufactured goods accounted for 64%
of the value of Canada’s exports to China, while
resource-based goods comprised the remaining
36%. This composition has changed somewhat
since 2005, when manufactured goods and
resource-based goods accounted for 73% and
27% respectively of the value of Canada’s exports
to the country.

Canada’s highest-valued exports to China in 2010
were canola oil and seeds, wood pulp and coal,
valued at $1.6 billion, $1.1 billion and $1.0 billion
respectively. The value of these Canadian exports
to the country increased at average annual rates of
53%, 17% and 68% respectively over the 2005 to
2010 period.

In 2010, manufactured goods accounted for 99%
of the value of Canada’s imports from China, a
proportion that is unchanged from 2005; resource-
based goods accounted for the remaining 1% in
both years.

Canada’s highest-valued imports from China in
2010 were laptop computers, cellular telephones,
toys and video games. The value of Canadian
imports of laptop computers from the country, at
$3.4 billion in 2010, increased at an average
annual rate of 19% over the 2005 to 2010 period,
while the value of cellular telephone imports, at
$1.2 billion in 2010, grew at an average annual
rate of 32% over the 2007 to 2010 period. The
value of imports of toys and video games declined
from a value of $1.1 billion in 2007 to $1.0 billion in
2010.

Canada had a relatively large trade deficit with
China in manufactured goods in 2010. From 2005
to 2010, Canada’s trade deficits with the country in
machinery and equipment, clothing and textiles,
and other manufactured goods increased. In 2010,
Canada had a relatively small trade surplus in
agricultural products and in natural resources with
China, as well as in the category of “other”
products.

Figure 4
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Major Import Products

$ billions

Electr., electron., etc.
Machinery and equipment
Toys, games, sports equip.
Furniture, prefab buildings
Clothing, apparel (woven)
Clothing, apparel (knitted) "2005
Articles of iron, steel m2010

Footwear

15

Figure 6
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All figures were prepared by the authors using Statistics Canada annual figures as of spring 2011.
The merchandise trade data are customs-based; the services trade and foreign direct investment data are balance of payments-based.
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CANADA-CHINA

Services and Investment Figure 7
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All figures were prepared by the authors using Statistics Canada annual figures as of spring 2011.
The merchandise trade data are customs-based; the services trade and foreign direct investment data are balance of payments-based.
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