©
o
]
c
©
]

Santé

Health
Canada

g |

ommon

C

{99yg 084 jaayg Joe4 jeayg joe4 jeayg joed joayg joe{ }aayg Joe4 Jaayg Jae4 jaayg joey

2002



Pest Management Regulatory Agency
2720 Riverside Drive
Ottawa ON K1A 0K9

Pest Management Information Service

Telephone: 1-800-267-6315

From outside Canada: (613) 736-3799*

*Long distance charges apply.

Fax: (613) 736-3798

E-Mail: pminfoserv@he-sc.ge.ca

Internet: www.he-sc.ge.ca/pmra-arla
www. healthylawns.net

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of
Public Works and Government Services Canada 2002

All rights reserved. No part of this information (publication or product) may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical
photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in a retrieval system, without prior
written permission of the Minister of Public Works and Government Services
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S5.

ISBN: 0-662-32356-4
Catalogue number: H113-16/2002-1E-IN

Canadid


mailto:pminfoserv@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/pmra-arla
http://www.healthylawns.net

Common Lawn Problems

Lawn pestsfdl into oneof four categories:

» weedsor other plants competing with the
grassfor resources

» insectsfeeding onthegrass

» diseasesof the plants

» small animalsdigging up your grassto feed
oninsectsor plants.

Any of these can be present in your lawn, but
only becomepestsif conditionschangeto
favour their incresse.

Preventionisthe best approach for managing
pests. Thisincludesmany of thecultura
practices described for the establishment and
maintenanceof alawn.

If you keep your lawn healthy using good

mai ntenance practices, you will find that helthy,
vigorous, deep-rooted lawnsareless
susceptibleto pest damage and pesticidesare
usualy not required to control pests.

Pest Management

Learnto manage pest problemsby following
integrated pest management (IPM) principles.
|PM putsthe emphasison prevention, looksat
al availableinformation and considersall the
management optionsbefore deciding onthe
mogt effective, economica and environmental
means of managing apest problem.



Check thelawnregularly.
» Regular inspection of
thelawn makesit
possibleto detect pests
and other problemsearly. .

Make sure pest problemsare correctly
identified.

» Beneficial insectsmay be mistakenfor pests.
» Plant damage may not be caused by pests.
Plants can beinjured by poor growing
conditions, or poor maintenance practices, and
environmental problemssuch asroad salt or
dog urine.

» You need to identify the pest in order to look
up lifecycleand other information that will help
you decideif and whento apply treatmentsand
how to prevent further problems.

» Your local garden centre may be ableto help
youinidentifying apest and thereare many
good sources of information ontheweb or in
reference books.

Onceyou' vefound and identified apest inyour
lawn, check for damage and decide whether
actionisnecessary.

» Thepresence of afew weeds or insect pests
in healthy lawnsmay not be causefor concern.
» Keep an eye on the pest problem and get
moreinformationif necessary beforedeciding
whether or not atreatment isneeded, and if so,
how and whento apply it.



Recurring pest problemsare often asign that
lawn care practices need to change.

» Examineyour lawn care program and the
lawn condition to seeif anything needsto be
donedifferently.

» Improving the management of lavnsgives
long-lasting resultsand avoidsfuture pest
problems.

Weeds

Healthy lawnsareless susceptibleto weed
problems.

» They smother weedsand also prevent their
seedsfrom germinating.

Beforeresorting to herbicides, try managing
weeds by improvingthe general condition of the
lawvnaswell asthe
occasional hand weeding.
» Hand weeding can be
important if you have
sengtiveplantsor a
vegetable garden and there
isconcern about spray drift.

Developingacertainleve i
of tolerancefor someweedsinyour yardisa
no-cost, no-effort alternativeto weed control.

Weedshave more potential to beaproblemina
newly-seeded lawn that has not yet established
avigorousstand. Good planning and soil
preparation will minimizeweed problemsand
promote quick establishment of thelawn.



Insects

Inahealthy lawn, beneficia insectscan keep
pest insectsin check. See Lawn Ecology for
moreon beneficial insects.

Antsare sometimes considered pestsasthey
may make unwanted mounds (ant hills)inan
obviousareainyour lawn. They do not attack
thegrass.

Some commoninsect pestsfoundin home
lawnsinclude:

» chinch bugs

» whitegrubs

» sod webworms

Beaware of the conditionsthey like so that you
can better prevent their establishment.

» Chinch bug damageismorelikely to be
foundinalawnthat suffersfrom dry conditions
or that hasexcessivethatch.

» Theadult beetlethat isthe source of the
whitegrubinfestationspreferslaying eggsin
short grass.

» Sod webworms are more of aproblem on
closdy cutlawns.

For further information about managing some of
these pests, seethe PMRA Pest Notes:
Effective Control of Ants

Effective Control of Chinch Bugs

Effective Control of White Grubs



Diseases

Lawn diseasescan bedifficult toidentify and
are often confused with other non-disease
problemssuch aspoor growing conditions,
damagefromfertilizer burn, dog urineor road
.

Some of the diseasesthat may occasiondly
affect your lawninclude powdery mildew,
pythium blight, fusarium blight, dollar spot and
brown patch.

Good mowing and watering practices, aswdll
asbaanced fertilization, with adequate
potassium levelsand not too much nitrogen,
helpin preventing lawn diseases.

If you’ renot sure about what action to takefor
aspecific problem, call your locd lawn care
company for help.

Fairy Rings

Fairy Ringsarecircular or semicircular patches
of dead grasswith aninner greenring. These
usually appear inlawns5-15 yearsold and can
be caused by anumber of different fungi. The
fungusfeedsonthethatch and thering grows
outward. Thefungusisnot toxictothegrass,
but it preventswater from penetrating into the
grassroot areacausing thegrassto dieand
allowing that areato becomeinfested with
weeds.



Repeated spiking withagardenfork (just
outsidethe dead ring), soaking with soapy
water and frequent wateringtoincrease
moisture can dow thering’ sdevel opment.
Re-seed or re-sod the dead aress.

Animals

Molesand Voles(field mice)

Smadl animdslikemolesand volescantunnd in
your lawnin search of food. They prefer lavns
infested with thick rooted plantssuch as
danddlionsandthistles.

Y ou can hel p prevent problemswith animal
pestshy diminating potentia food sources
around theyard.

For further information, seethe PMRA Pest
note: Effective Control of Moles and Voles
(Field Mice)

Racoonsand Skunks

Racoonsand skunksare generaly digging up
your lawn for whitegrubsand other insects.
Onceyou’ ve managed those pests, they should
not bother your lawn.

Letting Someone Else
Maintain Your Lawn

If you prefer to let an expert take care of your
lawn, find out what type of servicesthe
companiesinyour areaoffer and theresultsyou
can expect.



» Thereisawiderangeof servicesavailable
for lawn maintenance and pest control. These
may include servicesmarketed as' Integrated
Pest Management’, ‘ Plant Health Care’,
‘Organic’, and‘ Pesticide-free’ programs.

» Find out what lawn care practicesthe
companiesincludewith their programsand
choosetheonethat isright for you.

» Avoidlawn care programsthat regularly
apply pesticideswhether or not pestsare
present.

If any pesticidesare used, make surethat they
are used aspart of an1|PM Program.

Pesticide Use

Pesticidesinclude herbicidesfor weeds,
insecticidesfor insects, and fungicidesfor
diseases. They have specific useinstructionsfor
certain speciesand conditionsthat are
described on the product label and must be
followed. Most lawn pesticides do not prevent
pest problems. They only control pestsonce
they are present.

Before Purchasing a Pesticide Product

» | dentify the pest correctly.

» Usephysical control methods.

» Read thelabe directionsand safety
precautions. Thelabe must includethe nameof
the pest and thetreatment location (e.g., lawvn
or turf).

» Purchase only the quantity of product needed
for thetreatment.



If you use a pesticide

Alwaysread andfollow al labd directionsand
precautionsfor:

» preparation

» handling

» application

» storage and disposal

Only apply it when and wherethe pestis
present.

Minimize the use of pesticides by:

» timing applicationscorrectly to avoid the
need for repeat treatments;

» Using spot treatmentsrather than broadcast
gpplications; and

» only treating the problem areaor plants.
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