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PREFACE

previous censuses, a rich source of mlormalion on

ncivicdpal, family and household  characteristics of
Canadians. The census daia allow individual researchers as
well as avademic, busingss, cullural, socisl and governmenial
grgamzatons (o undgrtake in-depth enduiries and analyses an
lhose social issues which inlerest and ¢concern them.

The 1986 Cenzus of Canada provided. as oid all the

This siudy is part of the 1996 Focus on Canada Series,
The senes 15 a modest afior by Stalistics Canada to prowds
ovarvigws ol a wide variety of subjects on which the 1938
Census collected information.  The sludies have been wnilan
by experts. both inside and outside Statisiics Canada, m non-
technical language supparted by simple tables and attractive
charts, The topics include demographic characlenspcs
{population. families, farners, youth, seniors, the disabled),
socip-cultural Characteristics (gthnicity, language, aducation),
and econarmic charactarishics (women in tha labour force,
aficrdability of housing, occupational trénds. employment
incoma, family income).

Tha present siudy on “Canada’s Farm Populalion”™ was
auhored by Monigqua Beyrouti and Marcells Dion of Agricultyre
Division n Stabistics Canada.

| wolkd like 1 gxpress my appreciation o the authors, o
lhet revigwers and o the slaff of the Bureau involvad in
managing #d producing this serias,

We hope thal tha studias in the Focus on Canada Senes
will not only provide Canadians with wery useful information on
vangus facets of Canadian society, but will also be an
inducemenl for them i undertake further rasearch on lhe
topics.

lvan F. Fellegi
Chigd Siatistician of Ganaga
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HIGHLIGHTS

— e

Tha farm populgtion has steadiy declined during Ihe last
decgdes to the point that it reprasentad only 3% of Canada's
latal population according (o the 1886 Census. This drop can
be altributed in a large part to the disappearance ol several
small larms which werg baing replaced by larger agricultural
hoidings.

In ot tha farm and non-farm populalions, women have
morg schooling than men.  Moreover, 48% of women in he
larm population hold at feast a secondary (high} school
diploma compared with 40% of men.

The incidence of agaiculiure-ralated occupabions is not
iimited to persons belonging fo the farm population.  Forty-five
par Sent o persons with an agriculure-ralaied occupsation were
in the man-tarm population.

Unpaid lamily workers reprasent (1% of the farm labowr
force, with shightly more than 75% baing wormen.

The average size of farm familiss decreased shghtly
between 1981 and 1986, dropping from 3.8 persons to 3.6,

Sidy-nine par cent of Canadian farm families are made vp
of two parents with at least ane chikd,

ln 1985, (he average lamily income of famm famies was
$33.583 compared with $37.975 for non-farm lamilies.






INTRODUCTICN

he farm sector in Canada has evolved 2 greal daal since
T 1931 {the year in which lhe dala on the rural Farm
populaion  were  published for Ihe first time)  Irom
subsistance larms to more mechanized farms of post-war
years and then to agriculurgl heldings as we know tham today,

Ong of the imporlant changes has been the drop in small
farms which are giving way o larger agricultural holdings.
Thus, between 1931 and 1986, the number of farms dropped
from 728623 0 283000, and the average area of farms want
rom 224 acres o 572 acras.

The drop in the number of larms has resulled in a drop in
tie mumber of parsons in the farm population. In Fact, whila the
farm population represented 31% of the total population n
1931, it only represented 3% in 1986,

Owring those dacades, the charatienslics of tha population
have alsg evolved, In this study, we inlend o compare cartain
characterigtics of the Farm populaiion with those of Lhe
population at large, in ordsr 1o highlight certain similarilies ag
wall as diferences. This study doss nol show all the
charactenstics, bul only some of those we have congidered 1o
be the mosi ntarasting.

in (hif puelicaninn, dalk bar iha farm population do ned ingluda tha Yukom amd I
Haribwiest Tevltores bacaras of Ihar redalivaly small number.
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STATUS OF CANADA’S FARM POPULATION

Farm Population Definition

Farm population can be dalinad in
four difigrent ways, the last three
definitiong bing componsnts of the first:

1. Al persans who are membars of a
farm aperator's housshold, whether
o Gl they five 0N a farm in a ruaral
or prban area (1,013,495}

2. All persons who arg meambers of a
farm opscator's household bul
whosa dwalling is not located on a
farm; the dwelling may be located
in gither 2 rural o an urban area
{82,770

3. Al parsons whe are members of a
farm oaperalor’s household and
living on a farm in an wrban area

4. All persons who are mambars of a
farm cpgrator’s housghold and
living o0 & farm i & rurad area
{590, 430).

In Census of Fopulation publications
which make a dislinction belwsen farm
and non-farm populations. only the iast
delinition 15 vsed o wfenlify the farm
population. Moreover, singce 1931 the
Bureay has been publishing data based
on this dafinition which will also be usad
for the purposas of this study.

As shown in Table 1, Lhe farm
population in 1931 {the hrsl year in which
these data were published) was 3,223,422
or % of Canada's wial population at

{40,235). the time,
Table 1. Total Population, Farm and Non-farm, and Percentage of Persons in the Farm
Population, Canada, 1931 {0 1985

Populaticn Farm population

25 a percentage

Year Tenal Farm Mon-farm of total papulation

%%

19317 10,376,786 3,223,422 7.153.364 311

19411 11,506,655 3115922 8,359,733 27

1951 14,009 429 2827.732 11,181,697 202
1961 18,238,247 24072785 16,155,462 11.4°

1971 21,568,310 1,419,795 20,148,515 5.6

1981 24,343,180 1.039,851 23,301,329 4.3

1985 25,309,330 890,430 24,418,840 35

U Dows oot inglude daa bor Newloundiang

LT

Cangus o Canada. data prbished In verous publicationg, 1931 o 1981
1988 Convius ol Cangdla, unpudlshed data.
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By 1986. this figure had shrunk to
BG0.490, with only one in 28 Canadians
being members of The farm population,

Geographic Concantration of the
Farm Population, 1986

m absolute figures, the largest
number of persons beionging to the farm
populstion (232,790} hved in Ontario, Ag
shown on Charl 1. however, the
proporlion of the farm popuiation in
companson 1o the fotal population was
highast in Saskatchewan (16%},
comparad with 8% in Mamtoba and

Prince Edward Island and 7% in Alberta.
In all cther provinces, this percentage was
less than J3%.

Decrease in the Farm Population

Table 2 shows that, beteeen (831
and 1986, the rerel farm popudation
daclined considerably n all provinces.
The largest decreases were récorded in
the Eastern provinges. in New Brunswick
ard Meova Scobia, respective declines ol
93% and 92% were recordad, companad
with 48%. in British Columibya.

Tabke 2 Percentage Change in the Farm Population Between 1931 and 1986, Canada
and Provinces
Prowinge Farm populalion % change
1931 1986
Mewfoundiand? - 1,685 -
Prince Edward Island 54 963 10,270 g1 3
Mova Scotia 173,965 14,170 a1 8
Mew Brunswick 178,434 12,110 932
Cuetyes 743,508 143,385 807
Omlario 785,550 232 780 -70.4
Maniloba 254,302 B4.69C 667
Saskaichewan 561,407 151,495 =712
Atberia A70, 600 178,115 -52.0
British Columbia 100,244 51,775 -48.3
Canada 3,223,422 490,490 -72.4

14

Dara how Mewiountiand ara vaiksbile ook from 1951,
Sourge:
1530 Congys ol Canacs, Vouma ML page 182,
1988 Cansus o) Canads, wepnblizhed dana.



Chart 1. :;;n Population a5 a Percentage of Total Population, Canada and Provinces,

Pringe Edward lsland
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS OF FARM POPULATION

AND NON-FARM POPULATION

hisz chapier focuses on lha

I charactaristics of persons who are

members ¢! larm  and non-farm

populzlions by age group, $&@x. marilal

slatws, lavel of schogling, pariicipatisn in
Ihe labour force and ingome.

The non-farm population includes the
rural non-farm populalion and 1he wban
populalion.  These two groups are
defingd as foilows:

The rural non-tarm population includes
all persons living in & rural arga who ware
not mambars of & larm qperator
housshoid.

The wrban population includes all
persons living in a conbnuausly built-up
area with a demographic concentration of
1,000 or more and a2 population dengity of
400 or more per squarg kilometre. based
on the preceding census data.!

General Characteristics

The distribution by 2éx and age group
shows & cenain strugtural diilerenca
betwesn the karm population and the non-
farm population. 1n ths non-farm
population, the numbegr of men and
women is genevally egual for each age
groug, ather than the group 80 years and
over, where the number of women i3
gragtar. The higher dile expectancy o
women accouats, in pan, for the larger
proporion of women in that age group.

On the otber hand, the distribation of
the farm population indicalas a few
important deviaigns. How doas the farm
population diHer lrom the non-larm
poputation?  In 1986, there wearg 17%
less women than men in the farm
population whiie in 1he non-farm
population 3% morgé women than mean
wers accountad for.

Tha fgmale larm population i3
Mstributed as follows: Takle 3 indicates
thal there are proportionaiély iBss women
in the age group 15 10 18, This silbalion
worsens in lhe following age group {20 0
24 years) Also. tha number ol women
agad 50 and ower is smaller and that
phznomanon 15 amplified in the following
age groups, reeching 41% lor the B5
years and ovar.

The anomaly noted at the leval oi the
fernale farm population is duve to the
crterion of the definitign ol the farm
population. In facl, a parson iz @ mamber
of the larm population whan she hives in
the dwedling of a lanm operator located gn
a farrn in a rural area.  According 10 this
definition, in most cases, a woman will
not be part of the farm population unless
she is marrisd o a farm operator or
uniess she is very young, these beaing the
mosl common cases whera women
resida in the dwelling of a farm opearator.

Tharefara, one can axpact thal most
women in Lhe ferm population acg
married or very young (urler 15 years).

1 Dolimiligrg 1aken irim Lk 1288 Conswg Diclipngry (Calakogue MO, J9-1011, phoes 53 and 64
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Table 3, Fercentage Distribution of Farm and Non-farm Populations by Sex Within Age
Groups, Canada, 1986
Farm popedation Mon-farm population
Age groups Men Wamen Men Women
% Y
15 - 19 ymars 534 45 6 51.0 190
X - 24 years 60.9 394 49.8 50.2
25 - 29 yaars 548 45.1 495 50.5
30+ 34 years S20 440 49.4 50.6
35 - 39 years 50.0 50.0 438 50.2
40 - 44 years 50.4 496 80.2 40.8
45 - 49 years 5.2 488 500 20.0
50 - 54 years 539 451 50.0 5.0
55 - 59 years 56.7 433 49.0 1.0
60 - 64 yaars 59.0 410 45.6 5314
&5 yvears and over 558.3 4.7 426 574
Tatsl 5318 4.2 48,3 50.7

Saurce.
198 Ceniug of Canadd, unpuldished daa.

Afar examining Tabke 4. ong notices
that the proportion of married womean s
much highar among the farm population
(72%}

On the other hand, 80% of all women in
the farm popualation were under 15 years
of age in 1588,

Lavel of Schogling

Traditionally,2 women have more
schooling than men.  An analysis of the
1988 dala shows that this trend continues
in |he 15 years and over age group of the
farm population.

A larger proporiion of men did not
complete Grade 9. In fact, men in the
farm popuiation remain the group with the
least schocding, with 1986 data showing
that ons-quarter of therm had less than
Grade 9,

A largar proportion of women have at
least a secondary {high) school gradua-
tion cerlificats or a rades certificate, that
is, 48% as compared with 40% for men.

This diflerence between mean and
women is found in all age groups.
although it is less noticeable in the Iower

age groups.

Qwerall, the level of schooling rose
considerably beiwsen 1971 and 1986
among bolh men and women.  According
to 1988 Census data, 4% of persons
who are membars of the farm population
had earned al lsast a secondary (highl
school graduation certificate or diploma,
compared wilh 143 in 19713 In addilign,
the propoction of persons nol having
completed Grade 9 decreased belween
1971 and 1986, dropping from 43% to
2%,

This increase in the leval of schooling
can beg attribvied in part o more
accessible educalion and the population’s
percephon ol & greater need for more
school fraining.  In tha Tarm seclor,
changes affecting Farming have surely
conlributed to 2 need for men and women
to obtan betler schoaling. Farm
management and farm work today are
very diflerent from what they were in the
past, Modarn farms are increasing n si2g
ang redquiré ever largse investments.
Oparators are therafore forced to look 1o
ngw managemaent mathods to increase
crop yiglds and livesiock perfgrmance,
make behar use of ali resources available
on Lheir holdings and learn o deal wiih
such problems as tinancing and soil
degradation. Farm wirk réquiring the use

15
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Table 4. Parcentage Distribution of Farmy and Mon-ftarm Populations 15 ¥Years and OQver

by Sex and Marital Status, Canada, 1986

Woman Man
tarital Farm Mon-farm Farm Moan-farm
status popuiation popuiation population papulaton
%

Marriad 725 593 60.7 B2.5
Single (nevar married) aaz 24.0 356 30.2
Beparaled 0.3 3.0 10 2.3
Divorced 05 : 42 13 29
Widkowed KRS g.5 1.4 20
Total 100.4 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sourse:

15R6 Cangus of Canaas, popubkishied data.

Major Field of Study

of machingry, ivestoch care, 2IC. has also
changed, and agricuitural workarg teal the
negd for more adequate training.

What ahaut Ihe non-farm populatiaon?
The level of schooling 15 higher in genaral,
and thosa belonging 1o this populaticn bad
4 highar leval of schooling than persons in
the farm population. Only 17% of the
non-farm population had not completed
Grade 9. comnpared with 22% of the larm
population. In addition, 56% of the non-
farm population bad at Bast & sacondary
{high} schood graduation certificate or a
trades cerificate. 1

Among graduates, that is, those who
had obtained a specialized diploma or
certificate, 3% of men and 27% of
women i the noan-farm population had
earnad a universily degres, compargd
with 19% of men and 17% of women in
the tarmn population.

Moregoywer, in the farm $echor, an
increasing number of women hava
diplomas. Data for the lemalg larm
population in the age groug 15 - 19 years
show that 20% of thesa women held 2
diptoma of somse soit. This percentage
compares very favaurably with the non-
farm popuiation, where 32% ol women
wore graduales.

The major figid of study rafers to the
predominant discipling or area of leaming
or training of a pearson’s highest
postsecandary degree, cerbhcate or
diploma.

In the farm ard nen-larm populations,
25% and 30% of woman obtainsd
spacialized Iraming, respaciively. A
slighty higher proportion of women in the
farm population than in the non-farm
population specialized i fields of study
tradilionally reserved lor women. For
example, 72% of warmen in Lthe farm
poputation who graduzled did so in the
following fields: educaiion, commerce
and secretanial science or healh-related
prolessions,.  Among women in tha non-
farrm population, this proportion was B5%.

Cn the other hand, lechnical irades.
gngingaring and applied sci@nces ware
very popular among men ol both the non-
farm and farm populalions. whose
specialization rates werg 42% and 46%
respectively.  The second most popuiar
figld of study amang men m the non-larm
population was commerce and admin-
istrahion, while in the farm sector, 27% of
men opied lor lraining in agriculture-
ralated fields such as agricultural and
biclogical stiences and @chnologees,

19



For both the total farm and non-farm
populations, tha percentage of persons
having oblainad a specialized cerificale
varies between provinges as shown in
Tahle 5. In 1986, the non-farm population
in e Yukon (39%) and Alberia (36%)
had the highast rata, whils Newfoundland
had the lwest (26%)  In comparison,
figuraz for the farm population showed
Mova Scolia as having the highest rate
{32%;), whils Sagkatchewan {21%)} and
Manitoba [19%} showed the lowest rales,
Moreover, analysis ol farm population

data lor all provinces revealed that, of all

parsons with a specialization in Prince
Edward Island, only one 1n aight
speciglized in Ihe field of agricultural and
biokwgeal sciences and lechnologies. In
Mew Brunswick and Omano, the number
ol persons spaciaizing in these felds was
ong in live.

Labour Force Participation

Among the farm populalion, 92% of
men belonged be the labour lorce. As lhe
maprity of men in this populaion were
farm oparators, this high parlicipalion rale
is not surprising.  Among men of the
sama age group from Ehe non-farm
population, the parlicipalion raig was
T,

Chart 2 shows that in 19519 women in
the farm population made up only 9% of
the farm labour Icrce. By 1988, howaver,
this percentage tad risen 1o 36%. Over
the same period. the number of women
who weare part of the lam labour force
rose 129%, while Lhe female Farm
population 18 years ard over dropped
62%. Among men in the tarm population,
the panicipalion rate comesponded to the
change in the male farm popuiation for
the age group 15 years and over,
showing a drop of 62% from 1851 1o
1586,

There has therefore been a substantial
rise in lhe female participaion rale during
tha posi-war peviod. Balween 1851 ang

#4986, \ha parlicipation rate of women n
the farm population rose from 9% to
63%. Over the same period. the
pariicipgiion rale of women in the nan-
farm population rose from 25% to 43%.
The larger increase in the parbicipation
rata of women in the larm population
partly reflects their growing awareness
that their contnibulion to larm
management and wark does indeed
cangtituig an occupalion,

Occupations

What are the occupalions of persons
in the labowr force?

In the farm population, mosl women
were amployad in agriculiure-retated work
{40%), office jobs (20%) (a number of ths
women working in these jobs wera in
charge of the accounting or olher tasks
rgdatad 1o the managemsnt ¢f thea
agricultural holding), or in services (11%).
Among men, B6% were employed in farm
work, with the remainder working in
various cther arcas,

In the nan-farm populatlon, approx-
imately half of the women had office o
sarvice-redated jobs, while men were
distribuled amonyg various job categories.

Occupation: Farm Wark

In 1986, 548 215 porsons ware
gnumerated ag having agriculiura-related
occupationg; 45% of them ware from the
non-larm population.

How can it ba that so many people
working in agriculture ara, in fact,
mambrs of the non-farm population?
This iz due to the definition of farm
population itsel!, which is baged on the
crilarion of residence on a lam rather
than ¢n the person’s occupalion. This
also explains the large number of paopie
in lhe farm populsion whose occupalion
is unrgdated o agriculiure.

20
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Tabla §. Parcentage Distribution of Farm and Mon-farm Populatiens 15 Years and Over
by Major Figdd of Sudy, Canada, Provinces and Tarritories, 1586
Populabion
Farm Mon-larm
Agricul- Agricul-
Mo ture Chher Mo ure CHher
spacial spacial- spedial- spacial- speciak specials
Provingce ftarritory ization izaticn rzation ization izathn lization
%
Mewfoundiand 76.3 33 204 743 i0 246
Pringe Edward Island 744 a3 21.7 593 1.7 289
Mova Scolia 674 6.1 260 B71 18 M2
Maw Brunswick 745 5.4 20.0 725 1.2 26.2
Quebec 78,3 4.6 148.0 £8.8 1.4 287
Ontario 753 5.1 19.5 &7.3 1.3 ni
Maniloha 815 36 148 ¥0.5 1.4 280
Baskatchewan g7 28 183 0.2 td 28.3
Alberta 7ra 3.6 19.0 816 1.5 4.5
British Calumibya 7.2 4.5 242 659 1.7 323
Yukon - - - 61.2 2.0 36.8
MNorthwest Territorias - - - O.7 16 277
Canada T6.5 4.2 19.1 67.7 1.5 3.7
Sowrce:
1996 Consps ol Canada, wiparipdshed data.
The majority ol tarm operators (§1%) agriculiurai workers A5 in the farm

balonged w the farm populalion while
4% of agricultural workers balonged to
the non-farmm population.

Unpaid Wark

Unpald family work has ong beean
associated with agriculture and rightly so
as 87% of all unpaid persans in the farm
population had an agriculture-relatad
occupalion. Unpaid family workars
repraser! 11% of the famn labour Jorce,
with shghtly moee than fhree-quarters
being womsan.

Women are thergforg morg lely to do
unpaid work.  In 1986, of the £3% of
women 15 years and ower in the farm
population who werg in the abowr force,
22% wara unpaid. Many ol these women
were wives of operates. However, Ihase
data do not reveal all unpaid farrn work
dong by women.

i the noo-famm populahon. unpaid
lamily workers account for onty 0.3% of
the labour force o which 23%  weare

population, this phendomensn was
associaled manly with womean.

Regional Differences

The percentage of parsons in the
farm population working i the farm
seclor, that is operators, managers and
agricullural workers, vanes considerably
betwesn provinces. Figures reach 70% in
Saszkatchewsn, only 26% in Nawigund-
land, sbout 40% in Mova Scolia. New
Brunswick and British Columbia and
About 50% in Ihe remaining provinces.

Income Groups

In 1985, nearfy 3% of the farm
popufation indicated a negalve income
and their average loss twilalled §12 275,
Moareover, 17% and 12% respeclively of
persons in the farm population and the
non-farm populalion had a 2ero income.
The proportion of women whose income
was equal to 2ero was much hgher than
thal lor men, in both the farm and non-
larm popualations, However, this siluation

a1



Chart 2. Distribulion of Women and Men in the Labour Foece, Farm and Non-farm
Populations, Canada, 1951 ta 1986
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Wwas worge among women in the farm
population {29%) than among those of Ihe
non-farm  population (18%). This
dilferenca can be explained in parl by the
fact thal many women in the farm
population wara cilassified as uwnpaid
family workers. '

The last group includes persons
whose total income was positiva.  For thai
group, the distribution by income groups
indicates thal the percentage of persons
in Ihe INcome groups bedow 525 000 was
81% in tha farm population compared to
¥3% in the non-farm population.

Thirty-nine percent of the non-farm
population and 48% ol the larm
population were within the 51 o 59999
INCome group.

Maoreover, 48% of the larm population
had a total moome betwean 310,000 and
B49.000.

Finally, 4% of persons from both
popuidtions had indicaled 2 total income
of over 350000 in 1985 In lhe tarm
population, 44% of these persons
indicated the larm nel income as the
major source of their total income.

Major Source of Income

The major source of income is, n lacl,
the highest valug in absolulg lsrms
among the following incomes:

{1y net larm income;

(2) wages, salaries and nel non-farm
income;  and
(3 incoms from olher sources.

In g#xamining the disiribution of
persans in both popualations, ong notices
that a large proportion (42%) of the farm
population indicated wages or a self-
emplyyment non-farm incoma as heir
major source of income compared to
61% of tha non-farm population.

Cn the alher hand, for 22% of tha farm
popolation, the major sourca of income
came from fam selt-amployment.

Finally, far tha farm and non-farm
populabions, 18% and 25% indicaled
“Oiher® ag thair major sours of incoms.
respectively.

Average Total incoms

Average total income was lower
among thosg in the Farm population
($12.429) than thoze in the non-farm
populaton (15,980}

Averape tolal income was very similar
for bolh populations for two of the threa
major sources of moome: incomea from
farm selt-employmem and imcome from
other sources. Howevar. average income
from wages of non-farm sglFemployment
wis lower amorg persons lrom the farm
population {315,748} than the non-farm
population ($21 4694,
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CHARACTERISTICS OF FARM FAMILIES

H aving examined a number ol
varigbles relaled 10 farm and non-
larm populalions. this chapler  of
the sludy will lcos on analysing such
tarm family characleristics as size,
aumnber of childeen, Iype of family and
family incorme.

A cengus famiby 15 made up of a
husband and a wife {wilh or without
childran who have néver marfigd,
reqgardless of age), or a ione parent of any
marital status, with one or maora children
wha have never married, regardless of
age, living in the same dwelling 5

Numbay of Familias

In 1986, the total number ol familigs in -

Canada was 6,733,845, with farm families
accounting lor 3% of this tal.

Saskatchewan had the highest pro-
portion of farm population.  As shown in
Tabke 6, it was also the grovince with |hg
highest propocion of farm families (18%).
In Frince Edward I1sland, Manitots and
Alberta, farm famiiies accownled for

apprivamadely 7% ol all lamiligs.  This
proportion was less than 3% in alt other
LrovinCes.

Family Size

In 18986, the averags numbar ol
persons in a farm lamily was 3.61
compared with 3.80 in 1881. In non-farm
families. the average was 123 persons in
1981 and 3.13 in 1986,

Table 7 shows that the highsast
avarage number ol persons per farm
farmily was recorded in Newlioundtand
{3.98) and Quabec {3.95) whila he Iowest
average was in Brilish Columbia (3.34).

Digiribution of 1amilies by size shows
that wo-person families accounted far
A% of non-farm familiss comparad with
29% of farm families. The second
greatest difference beiwsen the two
populalions was for five-person families,
which accounted lor 8% of non-larm
families compared with 16% of farm
familigs. Finally, 3% of non-dam familias
and 9% of farm families wergé made up of
Six OF MOFe PESoNs,

% Owhinlidmn taken om iha 166 Censua Dectlonary, Cotalogee Mo, B6-101, page 73,



Table 6. Distribution of Census Families in Farm and Non-farm Popuiations, Canada,
Pravinces and Territorles, 1986
Farm Non-larm

Provincedernitory popuiation populalion

M. k) M. %
Mewfoundiand 335 0.2 141,790 098
Prince Edward Igland 2 440 78 29 525 P24
Mova Scotia 3,585 1.6 226895 98.4
Mew Brunswick 3005 18 183,800 08 4
Cruabec 275 20 1,716.945 98.0
Ortaric 60,715 2h 2384470 a7.5
Marmtoba 20,590 7.0 255675 925
Saskatchewan 41,770 160 218775 84.0
Alberla 45470 7.4 570.735 92 6
British Solumbia 14,375 18 761,445 881
Wukon - B £.810 100.0
Morthwast Terriiones - - 11,205 100.0
Canada 225,550 34 6,507,290 06.6
Sowca;
1986 Cenduy of Canaads, wpubkshed data.

Tabie 7. Average Mumber of Parsons Per Family in Farm and Noa-farm Fopulations,

Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1986

Famn MNon-farm
popiabicn population
Provinca/tamiony ) Average number of parsons
Mawfoundland 395 .56
Prince Edward Island 3.83 3.34
Mova Scolia 3469 KR I
Mew Brunswick 3.69 3126
Cuebec 355 an
Critario 350 312
Manitoba 154 33
Baskatchewan 55 116
Alberrta 35 16
British Columbia 3 3.03
Yukon - 22
Morthwesl Ternlories - 185
Canatda as1 313
Sourca;

1984 Catripuy of Cansds, enpublished data



Distribution of Families by Number of
Children at Home

In 1986, 33% of Canadian non-farm
lamilizs had no children compared with
26% of laam familias. Size of families
confinued o be higher on farms althowgh
familias of boih populations ara
approaching the same size ovar the
YRS,

Among families with childran, 35% of
those in the farm population had moce
than two comparad wilk 20% in the non-
farm population.

Gne notes hat the grealer the number
of chiklren in & family, the higher the
propodion of famikies in the farm sector
compared  with the nondarm sector.  In
addition, t6% of all families with eight or
maorg children belonged 10 the farm
population. When one considers that larm
lamilis account for only 3% of the total
number ot families in Canada, this
parcentage lakes on mora significance.

Tabks § compares farm and non-farm
familizs by the number of children at
hoame.

The table reveals a significant drop in
the number of familigs in tha farm
popuiation between 1881 and 1986 in all
calegorigs. This decrease reached a
perceniage change of -56% amang
familigs with six children.

within the farm population, the numper
of families with children declined, but the
increase in the number of one- child and
wo-children Tamiligs in the non-farm
population was sufficient 1 bring abod a
ned increasa of 5% in the lotal number of
lamilies with children,

Furthgrmora, the total number of
tamiligs in the non-larm population rose
T betwaen 1981 and 1986, whils this
number dropped 10% in families in the
farm population.  This decling can be
aitributed in large part o the 8%
decraase in the number of farms over this

peariod.

Tabile 8. Parcentage Change in the Humbar of Farm and Non-farm Familiss by Number
of Children, Canada, 1981 and 1986
Farm Mon-tarm
Total families faminias
Mumber of
children at horme Parceantags change
I child 120 -6.3 126
2 children 10.3 -85 1.1
3 children -4.2 -17.4 -3
4 childran -25.1 +273 -24.9
5 childran -40.7 -39 5 -40.9
& children -50.9 -55.6 -50.0
7 children or more 527 -49.8 =530
Familias with childran g1 -14.7 6.0
Families withaut children g4 4.0 _ 8.5
Total 6.5 -10.5 7.2
Sourse:

1881 mncl 198G Ceriausns of Canala, unpublished data,
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In Newloundland, about ning of every
len farm families had children, as did
asight ol every len in Guebec. This was
also the case for two-thieds of all larm
families in Britich Columbia. In other
provinces, the proportion of farm families
with chiklren varied between 72% and
76%. Bntish Columbia had the lowest
proportion of families with mare than wo
childran (28%), while the highest
propocticns were recorded in Prince
Edward Istand and Quebec {45% and
42% respeciiveiy}. In the othar provinces,
proportions varied belwsen 3% and
5%,

Census Family Structure

Sixty-ning per ¢enl of all farm families
were made up of two Spouses  amd at
teast ong child, In non-farm iamilies. this
lype of lamily accountsd for 54%,

Ong-parent famiies accounted lor
13% of ail non-larm farwiles, compared
with 5% of farm f(amilies. In non-larm
familizs, 83% of housshold maintainers
of single-pargnl families wera women
comparad with only 50% in larm famities.

Batwean 1981 and 1986, inCreases
were recorded in all Iypes of non-farm
farmilies including a 20% increase in the
number of  one-parent {amilies, a 9%
increase in the number of husband-wils
lamiligs wilhout children and a 3%
increase in the number of husband-wife
familias wilh children,

In Farm families, tha nomber of
husbhand-wite families without childran
increased 4% bebveon 1981 and 1986
In comparison, the nwnber of husband-
wile families with children decreased
15% and ihe numbar of one-parant
familigs dropped 10%.

Family Income

Table 4 shaws the distribution of farm
and non-farm families by lotal lamily
income categorias.

In kolh populations, an aqual
proportion of families (7%} was racorded
in the “E§75.000 and over” income
calegory. The perceniage of non-farm
families was highar in the "525000 to
$75.0{0" income categocy, thal is. 59%
as compargd with 48% for larm families.
Conversaly, the proporlion of farm
tamilizs n income caleQorias below
$25.000 was highgr, with 45% as
comparad wilh 34% for non-farm Eamilias,

In 1985, 3% of farm familiegs had a
negative total family income, Lossas
racorded by farm lamilies averaged
around $18.000.

The average family income of farm
famihias ($33,563) was lower than that of
non-larm familigs (B37.975).

In e larm populaticn, the rcadio of
family net farm income o total family

Table 9,

Distribution of Farm and Hon-farm
Categories, Canada, 1985

Familiss by Total Family Income

Farm farnilies MNoo-farm families
Family income Mo %o Mo "
Less than $ 5.000 14 485 6.4 233,975 38
& 5000 to 59,999 13,240 =9 304,300 47
000G o 24999 75,285 n:z 1670620 257
25000 to 49999 50,375 355 2,745,060 422
50000 o 74000 27.a1h 123 1,118,785 17.2
7000 and over 15,345 g.8 434 545 8.7
Total 226,550 100.0 6,507,200 1040
SOUaL

1986 Cangus af Cansda, umpublished dala.



incoma far families varied greatly
batwean provinces. As shown in Chart 3,
lhe 1985 ratic was 40% for
Saskaichewan, 2 province in which farm
tamilies accounted for 16% of all iamilies,
while the ratio was % in Brifish
Colurnbia wherg [arm families accounied
for only 2%.

The lotal Family income includas: (1}
income from farm se&lf-employment; (2)
incoma from wages or non-farm self-
emplayment, and {3} othar income.

In 1985, income lrom wages and
nan-larm sett-amployment wers e major
sourca of income For 78% of ron-farm
familigs. For most farm familias, wo

maj sourcés o Income werg recorded:
incoma from fam self-amplyyment (37%
ol families) and income from wages or
nan-farm sell-employment (46% of
lamilies).

Table 10 shows thal tha distribution
ot the three major sources of Tamily
incomg wvary thraughout the couniry.
Saskatchewan was the only provinge in
which over half of all fBarm jarilies listed
their majer source of income as farm self-
employmeant. Proporlions werg 16% in
Briiish Columbia and 15% in Mewlound-
land. In both of thesa provinces, most
farm famiiies lisied their majoe Source of
income as wages or non-farm geif-
gmphayment.

Table 10,

Percentage Distribution of Farm Famllies by Major Source of Income, Canada

and Provinces, 1985

Major source of income

Farm gall  Wayges or non-Tarm Cither

Frovince MG ITIET] salf-amployment INCome
%

Mewkaundland 149 65.7 19.4
Prince Edward Island 277 488 26
Mova Scotia 20.2 537 1.2
New Brunswick 19.6 56.5 239
Quebec 432 416 151
Onario 29.4 527 179
Manitoba 435 405 15.9
Saskalchewan 814 335 153
Alberta 363 487 149
British Columbia 157 632 21.0
Canada 37.0 6.4 16.6
Tource:

1986 Cangars ol Canada, unpublshed dala.
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Chart 3. Composition of the Farm Population Total Family Income, Canada and
Provinces, 1985
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CONCLUSION

noconclusion, it appaars thal n some respects Lhe

charactenstics of the farm and non-farm populations are

bacoming more similar. This is true of laval ol schaaling, lor
axampla, and participation by woman in the labowr force,

In olher respects, the charactenslics of the tarm population
arg shll diflergnt from those of the non-famn population. The
distribution of megn and women by age group and total average
and lamily income arg a iew examplss.

Throughout this publication, we have endsavoured to
present certain varables of interest derivaed from the Censws of
Population.

~ Given the size of Ihe census data base, this study is only
ane of a farge number of other analyses of charactenistics of
the Farm population which could be carmed oul.

In addifion, cross-tabulating the characteristics of farm
families and parsons with Lhase of the farms lhay operate
wiuld add an additional dimension to these analysas.

Readers imerastad in the charackenistics of farm oparators
should refer t0 the publicglion entitled Socig-economic
Charactaristics ol the Farm Population.
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