
Glossary 
Mandible: one of the two parts of a bird’s bill
Mantle: the upper part of a bird’s back, lying between the nape and the back
Tertials: The tertials or tertiaries are few in number and are embedded in the skin of a bird’s upper arm
Wattles: brightly coloured fleshy structure on various parts of the head

Similar Species: No similar species

Common Names: (E) Wattled Crane, Great African Wattled Crane 
(F) Grue caronculée

(S) Grulla carunculada, Grulla zarzo

 Bugeranus carunculatus
Scientific Name: Bugeranus carunculatus	
Subspecies: None known
Synonyms: Ardea carunculata, Grus carunculatus

CITES: Appendix II since August 1, 1985

Identification Sheet 046

NOTE: Total world estimated population 
of 13,000–15,000 in mid 1980’s and 
now estimated at between 7,000–8,000 
individuals. Decline of this species 
qualifies as Vulnerable under the IUCN 
[International Union for Conservation of 
Nature] Red List. You have a critical role 
in protecting this species!

prominent wattles pair at cheeks, 
mostly white with some red skin at 
anterior edge

light reddish brown bill

white neck and chest

black flanks, belly and 
under tail

black legs

black mantle and rest 
of back ashy grey

black primaries and 
secondaries, rest of 
wings ashy grey

elongated tertials 
extending beyond tail

bare red skin covered by 
small bumps at the base of 
the upper and lower mandible

slate-grey crown and forehead orange to red iris

1.75 m

Female: similar to male

Juvenile: 
•	similar to adult
•	shorter tertials
•	white crown until one year of age
•	 lacks red patch of facial skin and wattles not 

fully developed
•	body plumage more tawny until it can fly



Wildlife Enforcement Directorate

Countries Targeted  

Countries of Origin: Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Lesotho (vagrant), Malawi, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (extinct), United Republic of 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Countries of Import: Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Japan, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, South 
Korea, Spain, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
United States of America, Zambia

Countries of Export: Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Japan, Zimbabwe, Germany, Netherlands, 
Qatar, Russian Federation, South Africa, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Zambia

Parts and Derivatives

None known. 

Inspection Considerations 

While proceeding with the physical inspection of live bird 
shipments, pay special attention to the country of origin of the 
birds as described on permits and invoices. Specimens might be 
concealed in shipments of non-CITES species. Live eggs are also 
being shipped.

As this species is listed under Appendix II, the shipment must 
be accompanied by a CITES export/re-export permit issued by 
the exporting/re-exporting country.

Transportation Considerations

Refer to the requirements governing the transport of live animals 
described in Live Animals Regulations (Container Requirement 
17). See References.

References

Avibase – the world bird database. [online]. [cited October 2, 
2009]. World Wide Web: <http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org>.

Beilfuss, R., C. Bent, P. Hancock, B. Kamweneshe, K. McCann 
and K. Morrison. 2003. Water, wetland and Wattled Cranes: a 
regional monitoring and conservation programme for southern 
Africa. Proceedings of the Environmental Monitoring of Tropical 
and Subtropical Wetlands conference. Maun. 12. 

CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora). [online]. [cited October 2, 2009]. 
World Wide Web: <www.cites.org>.

Del Hoyo, J., A. Elliott, and J. Sargatal (Eds.). 1996.  
Handbook of the Birds of the World. Vol. 3. Barcelona: 
Lynx Edicions. 60-89.

IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature). [online]. 
[cited October 2, 2009]. World Wide Web: <www.iucnredlist.
org>.

Live Animal Regulations. 30th ed. Montréal: International Air 
Transport Association. 2003.
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Morrison from the International Crane Foundation / Endangered 
Wildlife Trust Partnership for all the help and effort she 
contributed to this project.

For more information on identification sheets, please visit  
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