
MEMORANDUM TO BANDERS 

Number 95 

Table of Contents 

1. Renewing permits and year-end reports  
2. Status codes for rehabilitated birds  
3. Lost or destroyed bands  
4. Band issues  
5. Bandit version 2.01  
6. Colour bands and Bandit  
7. Colour marking reporting web page revised  
8. Federal Advisory Committee on the Bird Banding Laboratory report  
9. Plasticine bands  
10. Recall of old style waterfowl bands  
11. Banding provincially endangered and threatened species in Ontario  
12. Attention Saskatchewan bird banders  
13. Animal care training module for migratory birds  
14. BBL MTAB  
15. Reminders 

Fall 2008

1. Renewing permits and year-end reports 

It is the banders' responsibility to ensure that all necessary permits are in place before banding begins. 
Ensuring that your permit is up to date well in advance of your field season will prevent delays. In November, 
year-end reports will be sent to master banders whose permits expire December 31, 2008. It is the 
responsibility of the master permittees to submit any outstanding data and renew the permits. Subpermittees 
should verify that their permits will be renewed with their master permit holder. 

If your permit is not due to expire but you require modifications to your permit for the upcoming field season, 
please contact the Banding Office and we will update your permit with the necessary authorizations. 

 

2. Status codes for rehabilitated birds 

Rehabbers are asked to review the coding for rehabilitation treatments and use the appropriate code. Many 
rehabilitation events are entered as code 700 with the reason listed in the remarks. All data with remarks 
require verification to ensure that appropriate codes have been used. When an inappropriate code has been 
used, we are required to change the code in our system creating work for you and us. There are many types 
of rehab actions that have specific codes. Examples include oiled bird (740), birds taken to a rehab facility 
but were uninjured and released within same 10 min block, the same day should be reported as 300, if the 
bird was transported outside the 10 minute block of capture should be reported as 200. Nestlings or orphans 
without an injury should be reported as 400 and nestlings/orphans with an injury as 485. If an auxiliary 
marker is placed on the bird or another procedure performed not related to the bird’s rehabilitation, the 
“additional code” is different. We understand that there is a multitude of possibilities. A simple remark such 
as wing injury, leg injury, botulism, etc., can be used as verification. Use of appropriate codes is especially 
important for those whose projects relate to rehab treatments as it assists in standardized reporting of rehab 
treatments. 

 

3. Lost or destroyed bands 



Please help us keep your band inventory up to date. Any bands that are destroyed or lost while in the field or 
otherwise lost or destroyed and no longer in circulation are to be reported as such in the banding report. 

 

4. Band issues 

• Please do not double band birds without authorization from the BBO in advance. A project proposal 
should be submitted outlining the reasons why double banding is necessary. We caution against 
using two metal bands on one leg as this can result in sharp band edges and cause injury to the 
bird.  

• Please send us any illegible bands when reporting replaced bands. We will have them etched and 
notify you when we obtain the complete band number. Flatten the illegible band and tape it face 
down on a piece of paper. Remember to include the new band number along with the banding 
data, so we can match the banding data in the electronic file with the illegible band after etching.  

• If you receive a request for banding data because we have an encounter for one of your bands, 
please submit the schedule data promptly for that number and any other unreported bands. 
Prompt submission of data allows us to respond to band finders and encourage continued band 
reporting. 

 

5. Bandit version 2.01 

• A new and improved version of Bandit is now available at 
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/BBL/resources/bandit/index.html. Notable changes in Version 2.01 are:  

o faster importing of large files  
o addition of five user defined fields  
o upon submission there will be a count of records submitted and not submitted  
o records with errors are highlighted in yellow 

• Everyone who is using Bandit should use either version 1.03 or 2.01. Please read the Reference 
Manual; it will answer most of your questions.  

• Please ensure that the data file sent to the BBO is the appropriate file with the following name 
format Bandit_Submission_PPPPP_YYYYMMDDHHMM.tab, where PPPPP is the permit number, 
YYYY is the year, MM is the month, DD is the day, and HHMM is the time the file was created. 
This file is stored in your “My Documents” (PC) or “Documents” (Mac) folder.  

• The BBO sends automatic e-mail confirmation to the bander when data files are received at 
louise.laurin@ec.gc.ca. If you do not receive a confirmation, the file was not received or it was not 
sent to the correct e-mail address.  

• Thank you to those who provided suggestions for improving bandit software and suggestions to 
improve bandit error checks. We are always striving to improve the software and your suggestions 
will be considered for future versions of Bandit. Please continue to send suggestions and 
comments to Lesley-Anne.Howes@ec.gc.ca. 

 

6. Colour bands and Bandit 

The use of colour bands now requires the combinations to be entered in the remarks section in Band 
Manager or under the proper columns in Bandit. 

 

7. Colour marking reporting web page revised 

The web page to report auxiliary markers (www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/homepage/recwobnd.cfm) has been 
improved. There are now easy selections for the marker type, colour(s), code designs etc. The coding for 
species, location, and many of the other fields are programmed to collect the same information as the 



Federal band reports. This web site should be used for any reports for which the user has only the auxiliary 
marker information. If the Federal band number is known, please use www.reportband.gov rather than the 
colour marking report page. 

 

8. Federal Advisory Committee on the Bird Banding Laboratory report 

In 2005 the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) impaneled a 
Federal Advisory Committee (FAC) to provide guidance for a clear vision of the future for the Bird Banding 
Laboratory (BBL). While this report is specific to the BBL, because the banding program is a shared 
program, the BBO will also be guided by many aspects of the report. 

The Committee identified a new vision and mission for the BBL and identified six goals that it believes 
should be integral to the development of a strategic plan to achieve them. Those goals are: 

1. Facilitate the identification of individual birds through marking. 

2. Create automated, electronic systems that efficiently verify, accept, store, and manage data 
associated with individually marked birds. 

3. Facilitate access to and use of data from marked birds for science, conservation, and management. 

4. Administer permits in an efficient, timely, and modern manner, and use them to ensure that bird 
welfare and data quality remain  priorities. 

5. Work closely with national and international partners to achieve the mission of the BBL. 

6. Manage the BBL in an efficient, cost-effective manner to maximize use of available resources. 

The Committee also made two programmatic recommendations, 58 specific recommendations and identified 
23 objectives, five of which it identified as high priority. The FACA Report is available online at 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1320/. 

 

9. Plasticine bands 

The Bird Banding Offices recently completed a review on the safety and use of plasticine bands for use on 
day old ducklings. The review was a result of reports from banders and hunters that plasticine bands were 
causing injury for some species of waterfowl. The review found that injury to birds by plasticine-filled bands 
has not been a problem in Canada, and so the Banding Office will continue to authorize the use of 
plasticine-filled bands on banding permits to qualified researchers. However, given that there has been 
injury associated with this band type, the banding offices have developed guidelines for their use and 
assessed the appropriateness of recommended band sizes for specific species. 

Guidelines for the use of plasticine bands: 

1. Master permit holders are responsible for ensuring that subpermittees and others on their banding 
teams have the appropriate hands-on training in preparation and application of plasticine-filled 
bands.  

2. 1577 prefix bands should no longer be used on Mallards; rather 1607 prefix is considered the best 
option at this time.  

3. The following band sizes should be used for specific species. Note that some of these sizes differ 
from Blums’ recommendations. We welcome your comments on these size recommendations. 



SPECIES SIZE PREFIXES SUGGESTED 

COME 7A 1607 

COEI 7A 1607 

WWSC 7A 1607 

MALL 7A 1607 

GADW 6 1577 

NOPI 6 1577 

REDH 6 1577 

COGO 6 1577 

AMCO 6 1577 

KIEI 7A, 6 1577 

RUDU 7A (M), 6 (F) 1577 (M), 0985-B* (F) 

WODU 6 (M), 5 (F), 5A 0985-B* (M), 0985-A* (F) 

GRSC 6, 5 1577, 985-B* 

LESC 6, 5 0985-B* 

NSHO 5, 6 0985-B* 

HOME 5, 6 0985-B* 

LTDU 5, 6 0985-B* 

BUFF 5 0985-A* 

BWTE 5 (M), 4A (F) 0985-A* (M), 0824 (F)  

* We will be assigning a new prefix to better distinguish these sizes. 
4.  
5. Only use modeling clay that is fresh and mixed thoroughly and follow Blums’ recommendations: for 

all of Canada use 50% Chavant DaVinci, Soft mixed with 50% Chavant DaVinci, Firm.  
6. Only recently-filled bands should be used, i.e. bands should not be stored for future use once clay 

is applied because it hardens over time. Any bands stored for a long period of time should have 
the clay replaced.  

7. Banders should conduct retention rate studies as part of their research.  
8. Banders are responsible for monitoring success and problems associated with these and other 

markers and informing the BBO of injuries or problems. 

If you have experience with plasticine bands, in particular opinions on proper band sizes, issues related to 
band shape and texturing, factors affect clay dissolution, alternative clay mixtures for varying climates, water 
salinity/alkalinity/acidity, best practices etc. or would otherwise like to comment on their use, please contact 
Lesley at the Banding Office. 

 

10. Recall of old style waterfowl bands 



You should already be aware that federal bird bands are now being produced with the toll free telephone 
number 1-800-BAND and the new encounter reporting website www.reportband.gov. The new bands allow 
for more band reporting options and hopefully, will lead to increased encounter reporting rates. However, 
there are some old style bands still in circulation that have only the Bird Banding Laboratory mailing 
address. The Bird Banding Office has advised banders that these bands are not to be used on waterfowl 
and are to be returned to our office ASAP. 

 

11. Banding provincially endangered and threatened species in Ontario 

Banders in Ontario should note that the province's new Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) is now in force 
and they may be required to apply for a permit to band or undertake other activities on extirpated, 
endangered or threatened birds in Ontario. The Act applies to a larger group of species than were listed 
under the previous Act. These include provincial species as well as several migratory birds. The list of 
extirpated, endangered and threatened birds in the ESA are: Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Golden Eagle, 
American White Pelican, Least Bittern, Piping Plover, Eskimo Curlew, Great Prairie-Chicken, Northern 
Bobwhite, King Rail, Barn Owl, Acadian Flycatcher, Loggerhead Shrike, Kirtland's Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler and Hooded Warbler. 

Any banders in Ontario who have questions about permits to band these species should contact the species 
at risk biologist at their local MNR district office. Contact information for the offices can be obtained at 1-800-
667-1940. 

 

12. Attention Saskatchewan bird banders 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment would like to remind banders of the requirement to possess a 
current and valid scientific permit to lawfully capture and hold certain birds with the intent to band in 
Saskatchewan. Permitting allows the province to monitor banding activities that are not regulated by the 
federal Migratory Birds Convention Act, and also prevents the exploitation and illegal marketing of wildlife. 

Under the authority of the Wildlife Act, the ministry issues scientific permits to capture and band birds. This 
applies to the following bird groups: raptors, gallinaceous birds, corvids, pelicans, cormorants, icterids and 
kingfishers. In addition, Burrowing Owls, Piping Plover and Whooping Crane are listed as “at-risk” in 
Saskatchewan and require a provincial permit to be lawfully captured and banded. If you are planning to 
band any of these birds in Saskatchewan, or require additional information on scientific permits in 
Saskatchewan, please contact: 

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment 
Fish and Wildlife Branch 
3211 Albert Street 
Regina, SK S4S 5W6 
Telephone: (306) 787-9544 
Fax: (306) 787-9544 
 
This information is also available online at www.environment.gov.sk.ca. 

 

13. Animal care training module on migratory birds 

The Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) has recently added two new training resources to its website 
(www.ccac.ca) for those involved in the use of wild birds in research. 

The first resource is a training module titled Migratory Birds in Research, prepared in collaboration with the 
Canadian Wildlife Service. The module is available as a PowerPoint presentation which can be downloaded 



to be used as a didactic training tool, along with the companion notes. The module is offered as one of the 
resources for the CCAC National Institutional Animal User Training Program. It provides the requirements 
for theoretical training detailed in the CCAC Recommended Syllabus for an Institutional Animal User 
Training Program (1999), including an introduction to the legal, ethical and safety considerations for those 
individuals who will be using migratory birds in their studies. The accompanying document also provides 
reference to specialized resources to help investigators to prepare for their work in the field. As with the 
other training modules provided by the CCAC, this theoretical training does not replace the hands-on 
training necessary before animal users can work with wild birds. The module is intended to assist those who 
work with migratory birds to navigate the federal permitting system and meet their animal care training 
requirements. 

The second resource is the CCAC species-specific recommendations on: birds, a supplement to the CCAC 
guidelines on: the care and use of wildlife (2003). Species-specific recommendations are intended to provide 
information on 'best practices' and will be updated as new information becomes available. 

 

14. BBL MTAB 

The BBL issued the latest MTAB May, 2008. BBL MTABs and Notes to All Banders are posted on the BBL 
website. 

 

15. Reminders 

• The Western Hemisphere Bird Banding Network website is now available online at 
www.RAAHO.net.  

• To help us to work more efficiently, please include your permit number on all correspondence with 
the BBO.  

• Please notify the BBO of any changes to your name, address, telephone number, or e-mail 
address.  

• Join your local banding association: 
Eastern Bird Banding Association 
Inland Bird Banding Association 
Ontario Bird Banding Association 
Western Bird Banding Association 

 

FROM THE BIRD BANDING OFFICE 

Lesley Howes 
Bird Banding Biologist 
Lesley-
Anne.Howes@ec.gc.ca 
613-998-0515 

Louise Laurin 
Senior Bird Banding 
Administrator 
Louise.Laurin@ec.gc.ca 
613-998-0524 

Chantal Marier 
Bird Banding 
Administrator 
Chantal.Marier@ec.gc.ca 
613-998-0521 

 


