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Storage

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are
stored at industry sites, in provincially
approved central storage facilities, and by
some small enterprises such as electri-
cal contractors. Commercial storage sites
in Canada are either full or are not per-
mitted to accept wastes from outside
provincial boundaries. The way in which
storage sitesare operated and maintained
varies with each province.

Disposal

At present, there are no approved
destruction facilities in Canada for high
concentration PCBs. Nor can Canadian
authorities use destruction facilities in the
United States, as imports of PCBs have
been banned by the U.S. since 1980.
Similarly, most European countries do not
accept international shipments of PCBs.

in the past, PCBs have been disposed

of by burning or incineration either
separately or along with waste oil, or with
municipal and industrial waste. They have
also been disposed of in landfills as a free

liquid or in drums, in discarded electrical

equipment or as constituents of paper,
plastics, or miscellaneous oily wastes.

Since 1977, PCB wastes, including PCB-
contaminated equipment, have been
stored, awaiting the installation of suitable
disposal facilities. Currently, some prov-
inces are taking steps to establish and
operate disposal facilities for hazardous
wastes, including PCBs. British Columbia
has taken an active role in determining
suitable mobile technologies for destroy-
ing PCBs in Western Canada. Alberta has
selected a site for its fixed facility and
expects it to be fully operational by 1988.
Saskatchewan has established a perma-
nent enclosed facility in Regina for a
mobile low concentration PCB treatment
process which has been in use in the
province since 1983. Manitoba initiated a
hazardous waste management program
in 1982 and selection of a site for a facility
will begin in early 1986. A low concentra-
tion PCB treatment unit was purchased
and installed in Manitoba in late 1985.
Ontario has just completed a series of
public hearings on a proposal to use
mobile PCB destruction units throughout
the province and regulations have been
prepared to control their use. In addition,
Ontario is in the process of establishing

a site for a fixed facility to destroy a variety
of hazardous wastes, including PCBs.
The Atlantic provinces are considering the
use of mobile units. Quebec has initi-
ated a search for a suitable location for
destruction facilities.







