
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mixed Trends in Lake Levels and Upcoming Public Webinar 
  

Water supplies to Lake 
Superior and Lake Ontario were 
near-average in January 
resulting in near-average 
changes in their water levels.  
Lake Michigan–Huron received 
above-average supplies 
keeping its level stable at a time 
of year when they normally 
decline.  Lake Erie experienced 
relatively dry conditions causing 
it to have a greater-than-
average decline in level.  
Downstream of the lakes, 
heavy ice conditions and 
increasing flow helped keep 
water levels in the lower St. 
Lawrence River near average. 

 

 Near-average water 
supplies to Lake Superior 
resulted in the lake’s level 
falling by 8 cm during January, 
1 cm more than its 1918–2012 
period-of-record average fall of 
7 cm during the month. 

 Water supplies to Lake 
Michigan–Huron were above 
average resulting in a stable 
lake level when the average 
January decline is 3 cm. 

 Below-average water 
supplies caused Lake Erie’s 
level to fall by 8 cm, 7 cm 
more than the lake’s average 
January decline of 1 cm.  

 

 On Lake Ontario, average 
water supplies combined with 
average outflows resulted in 
the lake rising 4 cm, only 1 cm 
less than its average January 
rise of 5 cm. 

 The monthly mean level at 
Montreal Harbour was 5 cm 
below the 1967–2012 period-
of-record January average, but 
69 cm higher than the January 
level last year. 

Water Level Forecast  
For a graphical representation 
of recent and forecasted water 
levels on each of the Great 
(continued on next page) 
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Great Lakes Water Level Information 
 

 January 2014 Monthly Mean Level Beginning-of-February 2014 Level 

 Lake 
 

Compared to 
Monthly Average

(1918–2012) 

Compared to 
One Year Ago 

Compared to 
Beginning-of-Month 

Average 
(1918–2012) 

Compared to 
One Year Ago 

 Superior  3 cm below 31 cm above  4 cm below 29 cm above 

 Michigan–Huron 35 cm below 38 cm above 32 cm below 37 cm above 

 St. Clair 15 cm below 17 cm above 19 cm below 3 cm above 

 Erie 1 cm above 18 cm above  3 cm below 15 cm above 

 Ontario  8 cm above 26 cm above 4 cm above 18 cm above 
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Lakes, Lake St. Clair and 
Montreal Harbour, compared 
to their respective period-of-
record monthly averages and 
extreme levels, please refer to 
the January 2014 edition of 
the Canadian Hydrographic 
Service’s monthly water levels 
bulletin at: www.waterlevels.  
gc.ca/C&A/bulletin_e.html 

 
St. Lawrence Board 
Public Teleconference-
Webinar  
The International St. Lawrence 
River Board of Control will 
hold a public teleconference-
webinar on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2014 from 
7:00-8:30 p.m. EDT to discuss 
the regulation of outflows and 

water levels in the Lake 
Ontario–St. Lawrence River 
system. 

Those interested may 
participate either by phone or 
webinar.  To participate by toll-
free telephone, please call 
1-877-413-4814 by 6:50 p.m., 
and enter one of the following 
access codes: 731192 for 
English or 6454617 for 
French or 7212599 for 
bilingual.  Please mention 
“St. Lawrence River Control 
Board” to the operator.  

To download the meeting 
materials, please go to the 
Board’s website at: 
www.ijc.org/en_/islrbc/home  
Any updates will be posted by 
March 14, 2014. 

Alternately, you can view the 
meeting materials on-line by 
webinar while listening in by 
phone. Instructions on how to 
participate in the webinar will 
be available on the Board’s 
website prior to the meeting. 

The Board presentation will 
begin at 7:00 p.m.   Following 
the presentation the Board will 
ask to hear comments and 
questions over the three 
telephone lines. 

 

For more information contact: 
Gail R. Faveri  
Secretary, Canadian Section  
International St. Lawrence 
River Board of Control  
(905) 336-6007  
gail.faveri@ec.gc.ca   
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January Precipitation over the Great Lakes* 
Great Lakes Basin 69% Lake Erie 86% 
Lake Superior 48% (including Lake St. Clair) 
Lake Michigan–Huron 75% Lake Ontario 64% 

January Outflows from the Great Lakes* 
Lake Superior 109% Lake Erie 97% 
Lake Michigan–Huron 97% Lake Ontario 100% 

*As a percentage of the long-term January average. 
NOTE: These figures are preliminary. 


