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Energy Conservation Impact of the Residential Rehabilitation AssistanceProgram

introduction
The ResidentialRehabilitationAssistanceProgram(RRAP)
helps low-incomebomenwnerspay for bouserepairsto bring
substandardhousingup to municipalstandards.From 1974to
1989 theprogram,aCanadaMortgageandHousingCorpora-
t.ion (CMHC) initiative, spentnearly$1.9 million assistingin
the upgradeof 300,000homesand 120,000rental units.
AJthoughthe bulk of the fundsare for renovationsrelatedto

health and safety, energyconservationupgradesare also
eligible.

ResearchProgram
To evaluatethe impact of RRA.P on energy’ conservation
issues,the consultantexaminedRRAP funding in relation to
energyconservation,basedon telepboneinterviewswith home-
owners in Ontario who bad receivedRRAP assistance.
CMHC also reviewed the Ontario RRAP databaseand
correspondingfiles.

Findings
Energyconservationis often cited as a reasonfor participat-
ing in the RRAP. The program directly supportsenergy
conservationactivities such as caulking, weatherstripping,
insulation,window and door replacements,and heatingsys-
tem replacements.The programalsosupportsenergy’conser-
vation indirectly by increasingawarenessand encouraging
homeownersto changetheir behaviour,for example,by low-
ering thermostatlevels in winter, servicing heating systems
moreoften,andmodifying heatingandcoolingsettings.

RRAPfunding led to increasedenergyefficiency in most of
thehousessurveyed.The respondentswereaskedto statewhy
they werehavingwork done.The resultsareindicatedbelow.

Reasonfor Work Done

• Repair, replacement,improvementor upgrade 91
• Energy’conservation 44
•Healthandsafety 13
• Maintenance 4

A majority of respondentssaw positivebenefitsin termsof
energyconservationawarenessandincreasedenergyefficiency
in thehome.

Energy BenefitsSinceParticipating in RRAY

• Respondentsperceivehomesto be more
energyefficient 78

• Respondentssavedmoneyon subsequent
energybills 71

• Programinfluencedrespondents’attitudes
andbehaviour 73

• Respondentsha’~e modtfiedor adoptedenergy
conservationbeha\icur (loweredthermostat
setnngs.servicedbeatingsystemmoreregulari>) 62

Conclusion
While RRAPdoesnot haveamandateto promoteenergycon-
servation,this sun’ev showsthat the RRAP hasan impactin
this area.Thesefindingswill be usedin the ongoingevolution
of RRAP and will help us targetnew or existing CMHC
programs.
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HousingResearchat CMHC

UnderPart JXc/theNationalHousingAct, theGovern-
mentof Canada provides/undsto CMHCto conduct
researchinto the social, economicand technicalaspects
ofhousingandreiwedfields, and to undertakethe
publishinganddistribution c/theresultsc/this research.

This/actsheeiis one 0/a seriesiru endedto inform sou c/
the natureandscopeofCMI-ICs technical research
program.
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This factsbeetis oneof a wide varietyof housing-related
publicationsproducedby CMHC.
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