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Energy Conservation Impact ofthe Residential Rehabilitation AssistanceProgram

introduction

The ResidentialRehabilitationAssistanceProgram(RRAP)
helpslow-incomebomenwnergay for bouserepairsto bring
substandartiousingup to municipal standardskrom 1974to
1989 the program,aCanadaviortgageand HousingCorpora-
tion (CMHC) initiative, spentnearly $1.9 million assistingn
the upgrade of 300,000homesand 120,000rental units.
AJthoughthe bulk of the funds are for renovationgelatedto
health and safety, energyconservationupgradesare also
eligible.

ResearchProgram

To evaluatethe impact of RRA.P on energy’ conservation
issues,the consultantexaminedRRAP funding in relation to
energyconservationhasedon telepbonenterviewswith home-
ownersin Ontario who bad receivedRRAP assistance.
CMHC alsoreviewed the Ontario RRAP databaseand
correspondindiles.

Findings

Energyconservationis often cited as a reasonfor participat-
ing in the RRAP. The program directly supportsenergy
conservationactivities such as caulking, weatherstripping,
insulation,window and door replacementsand heatingsys-
tem replacementsThe programalso supportsenergy’conser-
vation indirectly by increasingawarenes&nd encouraging
homeownerdo changetheir behaviour,for example, by low-
ering thermostatlevelsin winter, servicing heating systems
moreoften,and modifying heatingand cooling settings.

RRAPfunding led to increasecenergyefficiencyin most of
thehousesurveyedThe respondentsvereaskedio statewhy
they werehavingwork done.The resultsareindicatedbelow.

Reasorfor Work Done

* Repair, replacementjmprovemenbr upgrade 91
* Energy’ conservation 44
*Healthandsafety 13
» Maintenance 4

CMHC 52

P--A 6.

A majority of respondentsaw positive benefitsin termsof
energyconservatiorawarenesandincreasednergyefficiency
in thehome.

Energy Benefits SinceParticipating in RRAY
» Respondentserceivehomesto be more

energyefficient 78
« Respondentsavedmoneyon subsequent

energybills 71
« Programinfluencedrespondentsattitudes

andbehaviour 73

» Respondentka’~e modtfiedor adoptecenergy
conservatiorbehalcur (loweredthermostat
setnngsservicedbeatingsystemmoreregulari>) 62

Conclusion

While RRAPdoesnot haveamandateo promoteenergycon-
servation,this sun’evshowsthat the RRAP hasan impactin
this area. Thesefindingswill be usedin the ongoingevolution
of RRAP andwill help us targetnew or existing CMHC
programs.
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Helping to haps

HousingResearchat CMHC

UnderPart JX c/the NationalHousing Act, the Govern-
mentof Canada provides/undéo CMHCto conduct
researchinto the social, economicand technicalaspects
ofhousingandreiwedields, and to undertakethe
publishinganddistribution c/theresultsc/thisresearch.

Thidactsheeiis one O/a seriesiru endedto inform sou c/
the nature andscope of CMI-ICs technical research
program.
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Thisfactsbeets oneof a wide variety of housing-related
publicationsproducedy CMHC.

Foracompletdist of Researchand Development
Highliglus, or for more informationon CMIIC housing
researctandinformation, pleasecontact:

Canadian HousingInformation Centre
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
700 Montreal Road

Ottawa, Ontario

KiA 01~7

Telepbone: (613) 748-2367
Fax; (613) 748-2-098

Cettepublication estaussi disponible en fras~ais.

The information in this publication representshe latestknowledgeavailableto CMi-IC atthe time of publication,andhasbeenreviewedb~ expertsin thr housrn~
field. CMI-IC, however,asrumesno liability for any damageinjury, expenseor lossthatmay resultfrom use of this information.




