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On the Occasion of the e.International Year 646.
of the Family 

Robert Giossop and his col-
leagues participating in the 
United Nations' International Year 
of the Family have chosen to 

1994 tnternalional Year of the Family celebrate this special year by 
highlighting some of the many 

positive aspects of families and 

family life. However. Dr. Glossop 
does acknowledge that family life 
in Canada and elsewhere has its 
darker side, such as family vio-
lence and abuse. poverty and 
intergenerational conflict. - Ed. 
_-_ 

41,  

I 

R obert Glossop has served as the 
Director of Programs and Research 
with the Va,üer Institute of the Fain- 

ili' since 1983,  after loin ing the oanization 
in 1975. Dr. Glossop received his B.A. at 
Trent University in Peterhorough, Ontario 
and his doctorate at the University of 
Birmingham in England. Through his work, 
he combines his perspectives as a sociologist 
and philosopher with his personal interests as 
a /ither of two and an active community 
member. On behalf qf the Van icr Institute, he 
advises a vanetv of government departments 
and national oianizations on social policy 
questions. A recurring theme in all his work is 
the need to understand the rapidly changing 
social 'ecology' in u hich families live. 
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... many families today are just exhauste4 living 
with very frenetic schedules..." 
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So far ditting this Internalional Year of the 
Family, u spoken u'iih a Rreat many peo-
pie about families in Canada. What do iu 
fctI ('a,iadians underand by 'fivnilv? 

3 

j
o begin with, Canadians continue to 
report that the most important things in 
their lives are their families...more impor -
tant than their political convictions, their 

HeIk'k, their jobs, their wages. For most 
Canadians, what I think they have in mind when they 
talk about fimi1y are really relationships in which they 
understand they are taken care of, and in which they 
are obliged to take care of others. So there are bonds 
of affection and obligation that tie people one to 
another, There are obviously still many Canadians 
who would choose to define family by reference to 
marriage or to blood relationships between indi-
viduals. But I think people are increasingly adopting a 
more inclusive definition, focusing more on what 
families do rather than what they look like. 

What do you feel is the most important issue 
facii,& Canadian /imniiies? 

91, 
 think the majority of Canadian families 

feel economically insecure today. 
Canadians are worried about their own 
e. In( imic security in the short and long 

md 1 ko :ii)Out the economic prospects of their 
children. Increasingly, we are beginning to under-
stand that it doesn't matter so much whether or not 
we work hard or are well qualified for our jobs. 
Instead, we now know that it is decisions taken else-
where, over which we have very little control, that 
will define our prospects. The other pressing issue 
Canadians tell us about is what Statistics Canada has 
characterized as the "time crunch." Increasingly, 
families have to devote more hours per week to the 
labour market just to make ends meet, as more and 
more families become dual-wage earner families. Ten, 
fifteen years ago, we were looking for that elusorv 
thing called "quality time." I think that many families 
today are just exhausted, living with very frenetic 
schedules and trying to balance the often incom-
patible and competing demand.s of their families and 
workplaces. So, economic insecurity and time, I think, 
are the most important issues facing today's families. 

'increasingly, families haze to devote more hours 
per u'eek to the labour market just to make 
ends ,neet,.." 

	

70 	Dual-wage earner families 	 - 70 

cc 
	 Average family income 

	

30 	 . 	30 

	

o 
20 	 20 -' 

	

10 	 io 
0 

1971 	1975 	1980 	1985 	1990 

Source: StaTistics Canada, Catalogue 13-208 

STATISTICS CANADA - CATALOGUE 1 1-008E 	 CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS - WINTER 1994 



1981 
30 

25 

owiei 35 
1991 

Under 35 	35-44 	45-54 	55 and over 
Age of mother 

1 In 1971, husband-wife families included now-married and 
common-law couples. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogues 89-516 and 93-320. 

30 = 
0.) 

2 25 
C-, 

20 

15 

E , 	10 
0 

0 

The Sici ii cia rd North-American Fain i/v 
(SNAF) is viewed as parents and their 
clepenclant children. But you have described 
today :sfamilies as belonging to a gallery of 
diveise tpes. How divere are they? 

he SNAF category was, lust to set this 

19 Os and cor 

in context, the idea that families 
should look like the faniilies in the 

k k 	1 %Us. the ,o-callec1 

; p - 
1971 	 1981 	 1991 
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traditional single-wage earner, nuclear family 
living in suburbia. We should recognize that this 
so-called traditional family was not really 

traditional at all. It was a specific form of family 
formation and functioning characteristic of only a 
relatively limited period of time. So it should not 
he viewed as the model of family formation and 

functioning against which all departures subse-
quently ohserved should he evaluated and 
asSessed. 

Families vary according to both form and 
function. I would argue that we can distinguish 

different kinds of family by at least five criteria. 

One would be structure and membership, that is, 

how people are joined together, how their bonds of 
affection and obligation are defined and how the 
characteristics of individual family members differ: 
are people in a family by virtue of marriage or 
cohabitation or by virtue of caring for a dependant 
elder; or is there a child with various gifts or special 

needs, a member suffering from alcohol or drug 
dependencies or one whose own family history 
includes violence? Families also differ by virtue of 
heritage, that is, the linguistic and cultural back-

ground that has informed and shaped their own 
experience and opinion about family. In addition, 
they differ depending on where in the life course 

they happen to he: are there young children or 
adolescents in the family or have all dependant 
children left home? Families also vary by virtue of 
their geographical location: families in an outport in 
Newfoundland call upon a different sense of com-
munity and a very different set of services and 
supports than do families in Vancouver, Winnipeg, 

Hamilton, wherever. Finally, families differ in terms 
of how they divide up the responsibilities for the 

work associated with family: are the tasks for 

domestics chores and child care divided equally 
between men and women; or is the family 
modelled more after the so-called traditional 
patriarchal family? 

Regardless of how families differ one from 

another, all families do assume responsibility on 
behalf of their individual members and on behalf of 
the larger society to cam' out certain essential tasks: 
production of goods and services, socialization and 
education ... and indeed, at least ideally, families 
provide a context of love and affection within which 

people can grow. 

4 

uPatterns of cohabitation and out-of-wedlock 
births are definitely more pronounced among 
younger age cohorts." 
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More and more children are born and 
raised outside marriage or experience the 
breakdown oftheirpa rents' marriage. Is this 
creating a generation gap between yoii;i,i 
people and the generations who grew 0/) 
taking (radii ia,ial fain/lies a iid li/'time 
marital relations fi)r raiite I.' 

II
Ithough cliii ic:i .n ITH R "ili4I\ 'iIi. 

horn outside marriage, about the sam 
Proportion are being born to t 

I parents as was the case throughout Ilk 

19Us and 1960s. So it's not the case that thv  
dramatic increase in the number of children horn t 
unmarried Women represents a huge increase in tlk 
number of children horn into a lone-parent famil 
situation. Instead, many are horn to two parents 
who simply are not married, and this observation 
underscores the H w:r H 
marriage and famil\ 

Patterns ol 	..: 

births are definitely more pronounced among younger 
age cohorts. Consequently, we are witnessing an 
evolution in cultural values where there is a difference 
between the attitudes, values, expectations and 
taken-for-granted assumptions of younger people and 
those of older people, Canadians, many of whom 
have children, now have relatively higher rates of 
separation and divorce. That does raise significant 
question.s about the family contexts within which our 
children are formulating their own ideas about what 
it means to be in a family ... and also often creating 
very difficult circumstances for these children. The 
majority of children who experience the separation or 
divorce of their parents will fall into poverty for a 
period of time: their peer group relationships are 
likely to be interrupted as they move from one neigh-
bourhood to another. They will possibly be dealing 
with ongoing conflict between their parents who are 
no longer devoted to one another, even though they 
remain devoted to both. So children, who tend to 
thrive on predictability and stability in their lives, are 
often in family situations that are increasingly fluid 
and unpredictable. That has consequences that we 
are only beginning to understand through some of 
the longitudinal research that has been done. We 
certainly need more of that research - that perhaps 
indicates the importance of Statistics Canada's recent 
investment in the design of the Survey of Labour and 

mo die i ) IkLIIU 	UkI lift \\ i, 	r1 ,, 	ill coop- 

eration with others on the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Children. 

One of the main features in the coming 
years is th(11 the papa/a/urn is aging rapidly. 

ire 1(1/k' about flimilies, we really think 
oj'parents and children. What is happening 
with relationships with grandparents and 
aging parents? 

97, 
 think your question is really instructive 

- it reminds us that the way we tend to 
think about families is by virtue of 
relationships between adults and young 

I:IILliOd. That's a very important part of a family's 
biography, but it doesn't end there. There are 
relationships of dependence and interdependence 
that don't have anything to do with children. We are 
aware of the so-called sandwich generation in 
which people are simultaneously trying to assume 
responsibility for dependant children and beginning 
to deal with how they can care for their aging 
relatives. So "family," I think, needs to he under-
stood more broadly to encompass relationships of 
interdependence between generations and between 
households. We do indeed live in an aging society. 

5 
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We do indeed live in an aging society." 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 91 -21 3. 

We can look at the Lack of success we've had in 
addressing the child care needs of Canadian 
families ... and we might hope that we could be a 
little more anticipatory as we confront the challenge 
of supporting the increasing number of families that 
will he assuming more and more responsibility for 
the care of elders. 

From some of the recent GSS [General 
Social Survey] findings, I was struck by the freqLlen-
cy of contact and the nature of the relationships that 
still exist between grandparents and their grand-
children. It seems that people in Canada are still 
coninhitting themselves to one another over the 
generations, which is very important for families. Its 
a challenge, though, in our society for people to 
provide tangible support to their aging parents, 
when, in fact, there is nobody at home any longer 
during the day to provide care for elders, the sick, 
the disabled or children. I think there is a limit to 
what kind of support we can provide to our elders 
when we are crunched for time to begin with and 
when we may not be living very close by. I think 
we have to begin to focus on the profile of care 
givers in our society a little bit more than we have 
in the past. And I hope that we will do that by 

looking at the entire age spectrum so we can under-
stand who is providing care for whom ... and under 
what circumstances and with what supports from 
the broader community. 

The /imily has historically filled manvfunc-
tions that in thi.c ceiiiur'j' have been assumed 
by iw'iuu,c levels (?1'goi ,crnment. How Jar is 
this going and in what direction have we 
been moving lately? 

think it's naive to think that the family 
was ever really the self-sufficient unit 
that we have been led to believe it was. 
Families have always required support 

and .. knowledgement from their Communities, from 
their larger kinship networks, and indeed, from the 
state. Margaret Mead said that we are a very peculiar 
society because we have come to expect an isolated 
family to carry out the work that in the past would 
have been assumed by an entire clan or tribe. Most 
societies knew that raising the next generation was 
far t(x) important to leave in the hands of two indi-
viduals with whatever idiosyncratic beliefs and 
attitudes they may have. So the notion of family as a 
self-sufficient, self-reliant enclave, I think, has 
mislead us in many ways. Families have always 
been supported and must always he supported by 
the larger community that surrounds them. 

You could say that Canadian families have 
grown dependant upon the state to provide a num-
ber of things to help them do their work. But I don't 
think that most Canadians would want to character-
ize their relationship to the publicly-supported health 
or education system as one of dependency. But 
clearly these are supports that we have now come to 
take for granted will be supported through the state 
- different than in the U.S. where, as we know, a 
medical emergency can lead to personal bankruptcy 
and financial ruin for families. So, are we dependant 
on the state for education and health care? Yes, I 
suppose we are. Should families assume more of this 
responsibility? I'm not sure. I think we have, in fact, 
constructed health and education systems that do 
provide more equal access and a fairer distribution 
of health care services and education across the pop-
ulation than would be the case if we were to leave it 
entirely in the hands of the individual family. 
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time to the labour market in order to make ends 

meet, Within that statement ureal  family incomes 

have not increased over the past fifteen years," 
there are some finer points that need to he 
acknowledged. The only families that have stayed 
even or increased their real incomes have been 

dual-wage earner families. There has been a deteri-

oration in the purchasing power of single-wage 
earner families, and most significantly right now, of 
young families. Young families with heads under 
the age of 25 have lost dramatically in terms of 
their purchasing power - raising questions about 

their entry into the lal)our market. their long-term 
security, what kind of occupational trajectories they 
can anticipate. So the thing I want to do is to 
acknowledge that within that static picture of real 
average family incomes, there have been some 
losers and some winners. That explains the polar-
ization and politicization of families that function 
differently one from another. That explains how the 
interests of single-wage earner families are not the 
same as the interests of dual-wage earners. It 

explains why the child care issue becomes such a 
heated topic. The single-wage earner family that 
has seen its real purchasing power diminish over 
time, looks at the cost of the publicly-sponsored 
child-care system and says, "Wait a minute. That is 
not serving my interests. Why should ins' taxes go 

There is another irony, too, which is that 

we live in increasingly uncertain times, when we, as 
individuals, can exercise less influence over the 
decisions that will shape our fate. More and more 
Canadians seem to be saying. Just get the state out 
of this and leave the responsibility with me." as 

though we could protect ourselves better as individ-

uals than as members of a larger society. I think 

that's surprising in the present circumstances and 
also naive in the long run. 

I am concerned about what I call the pri-
vausation of family - too ohen I have been told by 
people, lhose people had the children, they're 

their children. So get them off my back as a tax 
payer." Again, I think that it's short-sighted. First of 
all, all of us, as tax payers, will grow to be depen-
dant upon the children who are being nurtured by 
those who have been courageous enough to commit 
themselves to the next generation ...by having them 
and loving them and providing for them. I also 
think that providing and caring for children involves 
a very difficult, expensive, time-consuming and 

onerous set of tasks...a set of tasks that, quite 
frankly, has not been valued or appreciated suffi-
ciently by the rest of us. But families cannot be 
expected to provide - on their own - the funda-
mental services that will benefit not only individual 

members, but also society as a whole. Indeed. 
families are responsible to provide for their mem-

bers in the best fashion they can. But they can only 
do so when the labour market generates enough 
tobs so that people can provide for themselves and 
their families, or when there is an effective income 
security system to provide for those temporarily out 
of work and for older people who cannot find 

remuneration in the labour market. 

,ls whole discussion of the cost of raising 
chihh'ii and the /10111')?i o/ nuestineil! lirin,s 
up f/k' )k'X! ISSUe of real /aouli' incomes i/ol 

having increased over the past fifleen yeais. 
Yet many families are working harder than 
ever bejbre. Can you comment on that? 

ITT
eLI, this is really the big trend. Today, 

A most husband-wife families rely on two 

A wage earners. So you've got this 
incredible dedication of the familv' 

7 

"The only families that have stayed even or 
increased their real incomes have been 
dual-u'age earner families." 
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"i.. not all poor children are living in lone-parent 
families." 
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Source: The Vanler Institute of the Family, Profiling Canada's 
Families, 1994. 

to support that public system?" Whereas the dual-
wage earner family says, "We are both putting 
tremendous tax dollars into this economy, which is 
relying upon my productivity as a woman in the 
labour market." So those dual-wage earner families 
say. "There's no free lunch ... there's an obligation on 
the part of the state to support us as we balance 
our obligations as both employees and family mem-
bers." What you need to do, from a public policy 
point of view, is to acknowledge the contributions 
both kinds of families make and their circum-
stances, and find appropriate income security and 
social supports to acknowledge both. 

When the economy is based on two 
incomes per family, we can understand why you have 
almost two-thirds of female lone-parent families living 
in poverty. There are lots of other things that help us 
understand that too - in tenris of wage discrimination 
between men and women and lack of appropriate 
child care to support the efforts of lone mothers to be 
in the labour market. It's now increasingly difficult to 
maintain a household on the basis of one income and 
a single parent (k)cs this by definition. 

We already talked about the time crunch. In 
order to get those average family incomes, we now 
need two wage earners, and the consequence of that 
is you've got less time outside the lal ur market. 

Given this trend that we have seen for fifteen 
years or so, Canadians have come to the realization 
that they may not be better off five years from now, or 
ten years from now. More than 50 1/6 of Canadians now 
do not expect their children to achieve standards of 
living and economic security equivalent to their own. 
That's a profound change. That creates all sorts of 
dynamics - between segments of the lalx)ur market 
and within families - in terms of expectations and 
ambitions and educational aspirations. 

Despite the level ofpoverty that you say exists 
among female lone parents. only a minority 
receii 'e child support and the dependence on 
transJrpai'nients is increasing. Do you Jel 
that the state is taking over the support 
responsibilities ?fabsentfathe? 

es, and in some cases inevitably so. It's 
really hard to get a good estimate on 
what proportion of relief and support 
orders are in default, but we know that 

it is really high. We also know that the amount of 
child Support awarded is probably to  low. There's 
a lot of work being done to develop child support 
guidelines and to get more coherence into the 
system and create better enforcement mechanisms 
and so on. All of that is absolutely essential. Fathers 
must come to understand - or must be obliged to 
understand - that when a marriage is dissolved, it 
does not dissolve their familial obligations and 
responsibilities. At the same time, it costs more 
money to maintain two households than it does to 
maintain one. And this is a real dilemma. 
Consequently, I don't think it's realistic for us as a 
society to expect that we can deal adequately with 
the financial and economic consequences of Separ-
ation and divorce, as though these consequences 
are nothing but private responsibilities. In fact, there 
are positive economic consequences that come from 
marriage that are experienced by the larger society. 
Probably, the larger society has to assume some of 
the responsibility and jeopardy of what happens 
when marriages dissolve. 

It's a set of issues that will be resolved 
only when men (10 understand their obligation and 
are willing to assume that responsibility. But while 
this is a necessary condition, it is not necessarily a 
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sufficient condition. The collectivity of the state and 

of society are going to have to acknowledge that 
this is going to cost money ... that high rates of 
separation and divorce do represent a burden on 
the budget. 

Would you expand on the quote from the 
Va ,i ier Inst i/u Ic 's Profiling Canada's 
Families '.l!osl c/i i//rc' lu i o 1)1 i 
pa retit j'ani ilk's are p00?; but most poor 
children live in two-parent jamthes. 

hat\ an important statement and that's 
iuc that we put into our publication 
iiuplv to remind people that not aLl ~qLl poor children are living in lone-parent 

An awful lot of people figure the only 
reason that we face the tragedy of childhood pover-
ty is because we have so many lone-parent families. 
Lone mothers are 5 to 6 times more likely to he 
living in poverty than are mothers raising their 
children with a partner. But because lone-parent 
families represent about 13%  of families and about 
20% of families raising children, you are still dealing 
with a minority of families. The majority of poor 
kids are. in fact, living with poor mothers and dads. 
That means the question of how you deal with 
childhood poverty is not confined only to questions 
of absent fathers and support payment enforcement 
procedures. It raises questions about the working 
poor, about good jobs and bad jobs, and about 
minimum wages, which have decreased dramatically 
in their real purchasing power in the last fifteen 
years. It also raises questions about the tax 
treatment of low- and modest-income families. The 
real reason for the quote was to point out that 
although we need to address chikihood poverty in 
the context of lone-parent families, that's not going 
to resolve the question of childhood poverty or food 
banks in Canada. If you're going to resolve the 
questions of childhood poverty generally, you are 
going to need income security for families in gener-
al, within which you then have special targeted 
provisions for lone-parent families. It was basically 
an attempt to challenge some of the myths that have 
grown up around Families. And this was one - that 
most poor kids are growing up with single moms is 
simply not the case. 

9 

The blended family was once a common 
occurrence resuItin,t from the renuirriae of' 
u'idous and uidowenc. It has re-emerMed as 
a result of divorce. What L new about these 
fannlies.1 

guess the quickest observation is that 
these families are likely to exist beside 
another blended family which was 
formed when the former spouse 

riRd Itlended families today are usually made 
up of younger people with younger children. The 
kids are possibly moving back and forth and there 
will be divided allegiances between these different 
blended families. 

The other thing is that there has never 
really been a script for stepmothers and stepfathers, 
other than the nasty stories about Cinderella's step-
mother and other similar images. Now, because it is 
so frequent, we are trying to define these roles. 
What does it mean to be a stepmother, stepfather, 
stepsibling, half-sibling and so on? It's another one 
of those examples of our need to consciously define 
the kind of family we are creating. What binds a 
child in a blended family to his stepfather is not the 
same as what binds a child in another family to his 
or her biological father. Upon reflection, all these 
patterns of relationship can be the occasion for 

"...tbe stepfainily in the past u'asn't surrounded 
by all these ex"-relatlonsbips..." 

( 

r-a, 70 I > 	I 
Med' 

0 	I 
60r-

f3 50 
a' 

' 40 - 

o 20 - 

io 	- 	 Widowed 

	

0 	' 	

Dvorced2. 	, 

1921 3  1931 3  19413  1951 	1961 	1971 1981 	1991 

l Married includes separated and common law after 1921, 
2 Divorced included separated in 1921. 
3 Canada totals do not include Newfoundland until 1951. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 93-310 
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various kinds of emotional and behavioural 
problems that can lead people to a family coun-
sellor. Whereas the stepfamily in the past wasn't 
surrounded by all these "ex"-relationships, todays 
blended families often involve ex-hushands and 
wives, and their new mates. 

Statistics Canada is the leading source of data 
ontanulies in canada Are iou sans/ied with 
uuiui: cuInliuI)lc' (i) (l() you IbiiiL' 111(1! .SkitLcIic 

Canada should take new approaches to 
exploring current family relations? 

j
in erv dependant on Statistics Canada 
data. but because of some of the changes 
we have been talking about, there are 
new questions to be asked. I know that 

ic people at Statistics Canada dealing with them, 
trying to answer them. But perhaps I could offer some 
ideas about the type of questions I would like to see 
addressed. The question about the value of unpaid 
labour is a tricky but important question. Time use - as 
the primary method of understanding the nature of this 
contribution - is terribly important. Also, we definitely 
need to be able to trace, over time, the relationships 
between individuals in the context of their households. 
We do need accurate information about the relationship 
between adults in families and how these relationships 

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 89-516 and Census of Canada. 

change over time. We need to know how they are 
related to the children in their care. Are there half -
siblings, stepsiblings and so on? Even though we (10 

know quite a hit about families and what they look 
like, we need to know more about what it is that hinds 
members of households to other people to whom they 
are committed as family. And this will become more 
important as we increasingly worry about dependency 
and interdependency relationships, and how these are 
acknowledged and valued in public policy. 

On the light side, what, if anything, has sur-
Priscd .voit most about the family in canada? 

rom Statistics Canada, what struck me as 
most curious was that people still seem 
to live close to other family members, 
despite our high rates of geographic 

mobility.. and that they have fairly regular contact 
with one another. 

From going around the country and talking 
to people. what I have found is that people are very 
quick to point to a crisis in the family and to argue 
that nobody cares about the family anymore. But 
when asked about their OWfl family, they suggest that 
it is still the core of their being, the core of their exis-
tence. So there seems to be something out of sync. 
There is a curious sense among Canadians.. they 
believe that they are doing OK and have their own 
faniily commitments well defined, but they are scep-
tical about the commitments and values of others. 

Here is perhaps the most welcome surprise: 
despite the diversity in the patterns of family forma-
tion and function, it is possible to define the common 
aspirations, common needs and common obligations 
of Canada's families. It doesn't take lng when you 
get a group of people from different circumstances in 
a room. for them to come to appreciate and under-
stand that what is at issue for them as individuals is at 
issue for most others. We are increasingly going to 
have to acknowledge diversity and understand it bet-
ter. But equally, we need to understand the common 
elements and aspects that cut across the different 
patterns of family formation and function. if we are 
going to. in fact, learn how to deal constructively with 
that diversity and lend support to Canada's families. 

10 

"But when asked about their family, they suggest 
that it is still the core of their being, the core 
of their existence." 

Average family size 	 % of all families 
50 

eswith2peope 30 

20 
s with 6 2 	 ie 	or - 	
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Lonemparent 
families in Canada 

Life in lone-parent families 

j he structure of family living in Canada has 
changed dramatically in the last several 
decades. The growing number of lone-parent 

families has been one of the most profound 
deelopnients. In fact, by 1991, there were almost 
one million lone-parent families, representing one 
of every five families with children. As well, women 
make up the vast majority of lone parents. 

Lone-parent families in Canada reports on why this 
'atuation is so important. And it reveals that many 
lone-parent families, especially those headed by women, 
are economically disadvantaged. For example, as many 
as three out of five of these families have incomes 
below Statistics Canada's Low Income Cut-offs. 

Lone-parent families in ('anada, describes this group 
of Canadians and their major characteristics. With 
over 50 charts and tables to support the analysis, 
this reports covers topics such as: 

• demographic and family status 

• labour force experience 

• time use patterns 

• income 

• housing and household amenities 

Lone-parent families in Canada is a "must read" for everyone involved in the 
analysis, planning, development and delivery of social services to Canadians. 
And if you are concerned with issues related to family organization, low income, 
and the role of women in our society, this report delivers the data and analysis 
you need to develop informed opinions and policies about these important topics. 

Order your copy of Lone-parent families in Canada (Cat. No. 89-522E) today, 
for only $40 in Canada, US $48 in the United States, and US $56 in other 
countries. 
Call toll-free 1-800-267-6677 or fax your order to (613) 951-1584 and use your 
VISA or MasterCard. Or write to: 

Marketing l)ivision 
Publication Sales 
Statistics Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K I 4  0T6 
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Constant 1992 $000s 

1973 1975 	1980 	1985 	1990 1992 

Source Statistics Canada, Household Surveys Division. Survey of Consumer Finariri 

Constant 1992$ 

1969 	1978 	1982 	1986 	1992 

After-tax expenditures =Personal taxes 

Source: Statistics Canada, Household Surveys Division Survey or Family Expenditures 

S ince the mid-1970s, real household 
incomes have remained relatively 
constant, notwithstanding a sub-

stantial increase in the number of 
dual-earner families. Over the same peri-
od, gradual shihs in spending patterns 
have occurred. Taxes are making a bigger 
dent in househokl budgets, while shelter, 
food, transportation and clothing expens-
es combined are taking a smaller portion. 
Households have also responded to peri-
odic booms and recessions by spending 
more on discretionary items during Ihu 
good times or deferring the purchasev ii 
large expensive items during hard tin1u 
Even slight differences in spending, ho\\ - 
ever, can have a major impact on the 
economy. For instance, in 1992, a onu 
percentage point change in househild 
expenditures represented $4.4 billion. 

Major social and demographic shifts 
have occurred, affecting consumcr' 
needs, tastes and spending pattern'. 
Families are smaller and more womun 
work outside the home. Baby hoomer'.. 
by virtue of their large numbers, have hid 
a tremendous influence on spendini4 
trends, as their needs shifted from those 
of teenagers and young adults to those of 
people in the middle of their working and 
family-raising years. In addition, seniors 
are living longer and are better off finan-
cially than in the past, allowing them 
more active retirement years. Changes in 
our technical and physical environment 
have also influenced spending patterns as 
illustrated by the tripling of household 
expenditures on computer equipment and 
supplies between 1986 and 1992. 

Personal income taxes take a larger 
slice Real household incomes were 
almost the same in 1992 as in the late 
1970s, although there were some fluctua-
tions throughout the 1980s. Personal 
income taxes, 1  however, averaging 
$9,070 in 1992. rose steadily to 20% of 
total household expenditures from under 
13% in 1969. This resulted in a smaller 

1 To allow a comparison between 1969 and 1992, 
the 1986 definition of personal taxes was used in 
this article. Using the 1992 definition, personal 
taxes averaged $9,380 per household. Provincial 
and federal sales taxes are not included in personal 
taxes, but rather in expenditures on goods and 
services, 

2 The amount paid on the principal of a mortgage 
is not included in shelter costs because it is con-
sidered a form of investment. 

proportion being left for other household 
expenses. 

Taxes are graduated such that those with 
lower incomes pay proportionately less tax 
than those in middle- or high-income 
brackets. In 1992. personal taxes accounted 
for only +% of total expenditures for the 
one-fifth of households with the lowest 
incomes. The proportion rose to 17% 
ami )ng the three-fiftli,c Of In usi,'hi rkls in the  

middle-income groups, and 2/o among the 
one-fifth of households with high incomes, 

Canadians spending proportionately 
more to keep a roof over their 
heads... Spending on all aspects of shel-
Icr - including rent, mortgage interest, 2  
repairs, utilities, property taxes and insur-
ance, as well as vacation homes and 
travel accommodation — increased to 221 
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UI 	,ii ICI-i.L\ c\penditures in 1992 from 18 in 1909. This 
is, in part, because more Canadians owned their homes in 1992 
(63%) than in 1969 (5 1/4) and home owners tend to spend more 
on shelter than do renters. Mortgage interest payments have also 
contributed to the increase in the proportion of expenditures on 
shelter. These doubled to 5% of aher-tax household expendi-
tures in 1992 from 2.5% in 1969. 

Among homeowners, those with a mortgage spent more than 
twice as much on shelter in 1992 ($11,690) as those who were 
mortgage free (S5,540). Households with a mortgage spent 25 11/o 

of their after-tax expenditures on mortgage interest, repairs, utili-
ties, property taxes and the like. In contrast, 16% of the after-tax 
expenses of mortgage-free households went toward shelter.  

...but less on furnishing their homes Spending on household 
furnishings and equipment, including items ranging from home 
freezers to towels, accounted for 3.891) 61,370) of after-tax expen-
ditures in 1992, lower than the 1969 proportion of 4.7%. l'eople 
tend to buy more furniture and appliances when they mOVe into 
a new home. Not surprisingly, in 19 78, when many baby 
boomers were forming their own households, the proportion of 
the after-tax budget spent on furnishings reached a high of 7.21N). 

More spent on keeping the home running Expenses for tele-
phones, child care, pets, cleaning and maintaining the home and 
garden make up the bulk of the remaining costs as,sociated with 
operating a household. Such costs rose to 5.5 11/6 ($1,970) of after-
tax expenditures in 1992 from 4,3% in 1969. Telephone services 
accounted for 1.7% of household spending in 1992. compared 
\ ith 1.2% in 1969. While the amount allotted to basic telephone 
charges dropped over this period, the proportion spent on long 
distance services doubled. Spending on child care services, such 
as babysitting and (lay care. doubled between 1969 and 1992. 
Expenditures on pets also doubled over that period. Averaged 
over all households, each of these expenditures accounted for 
less than 1% of after-tax spending. 

Food expenditures take a smaller bite In 1969, food expens-
es made up the largest share of the budget. By 1982, spending 
on food, including store-bought food and restaurant meals, had 
slipped to second place behind expenditures on shelter, and has 
remained there ever since. Canadian households spent 16% of 
their after-tax budget on food in 1992 (an average of S5.690), a 
proportion that had dropped steadily from 22% in 1969. The 
decline in household size over this period (to 2.6 people from 
3.3) contributed to the smaller proportion of the budget going 
for food. 

Food expenditures were proportionately lower only because 
the share for food bought from stores had declined. This propor-
tion dropped to 12 016 (an average of $4,240) of the after-tax 
household l)udget in 1992 from 18% in 1969. Spending on 
restaurant meals. on the other hand, was slightly higher in 1992 
(4.0%) than in 1969 (3.4%). Canadian households were allocating 
more of their after-tax budget to eating out in 1986 (4.3%). 
Since then, however, many people may have reduced their 
restaurant expenses in order to meet less discretionary financial 
commitments. 

Transportation expenses roll with the times Expenditures 
on transportation were somewhat higher in 1992 than in 1969, 
having risen to 1& from Li% of the after-tax household budget. 
In 1992, households spent an average of $5,640 on bus, train 
and air fares, as well as on the purchase and operation of cars 
and trucks for personal use. 

Factors such as consumer confidence in the economy and pre-
'ailing interest rates influenced expenditures, especially those on 

vehicles, In 1986, during an economic recovery, purchases of 

14 

Households that paid rent during all of 1992 spent about the 
same proportion of their after-tax budget on shelter (26%) as did 
homeowners with a mortgage. Their costs, however, were much 
e. a eraging $6.98)) in 1992. 
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cars and trucks reached a high of 68% of I only about one and a half times higher 

	

alter-tax expenditures, compared with 	than in 1969, while overall prices 3  were 
y) in 1992. 	 more than four times higher. 

Expenditures on other recreation equip- 

	

Canadians spending more on recre- 	ment and on recreation vehicles rose to 

	

ation equipment ....pending on 
	

2.7% in 1992 ($970) from 2.(YYo of spending 

	

e(luipll1't1t and supplies for sport and fit- 	in 1969. Personal computers, which are 

	

ness, hobbies, music, entertainment, toys 	relatively new to the household market, 

	

and recreation vehicles (including bicy- 	accounted for the larger share of the 

	

cles, motor homes and motorcycles) has 
	

household l)udget being spent on recre- 

	

increased since 1969. By 1992, such 
	

anon equipment. Purchases of computer 

	

expendiwres accounted for 6.4% ($2,300) 
	

equipment and supplies averaged $130 per 

	

of the alter-tax household budget. up 
	

household in 1992. 
from 4 .7°/h in 1969. 

	

There has always been demand for 	...as well as recreation services 

	

some new home entertainment item, be it 
	

Recreation services, such as spectator 

	

a colour television, a component stereo 	sports, recreation facilities, concerts. 

	

or, more recently, a CI) player or a VCR. 	movies, cablevision and packaged travel 

	

However, home entertainment expenses, 	tours, have also claimed an increased 

	

averaging 490 in 1992, represented the 	share of the household budget. 

	

same proportion of after-tax expenditures 
	

llousehokls spent 2.3%  ($840) of their 

	

as they did in 1969 (1.41/). Although peo- 	after-tax expenditures on these items in 

	

ple are buying more equipment now 
	

1992, compared with 1.3% in 1969. 

	

than in the past. the cost of these dcc- 	Spending on spectator sports accounted 

	

tronic goods has not increased as much 
	

for the largest share of after-tax expendi- 

	

as that of other goods. In 1992, prices for 	tures (0.9%) on recreational services, 

	

hc fllt' cnk ' rl a  in I11('TlT ' u ipmr.'nt \v're 	:\IthI >uih this had risen fr ni (),I 	in 1969. 

TI 
1992 1969 

	
1978 
	

1982 

0/ 
/0 

Shelter 18.1 19.5 21.3 19.8 22.4 
Food 21.6 20.2 18.6 17.5 15.7 
Transportation 14.3 15.3 14.7 16.2 15.6 
Recreation 4.7 6.0 5.7 6.2 6.4 
Security premiums 5.0 5,0 5.2 5.5 6.3 
Clothing 10.1 8.6 7.4 7.7 6.1 
Household operation 4.3 4.6 5.3 5.3 5.5 
Gifts and contributions 3.1 3.0 3.6 3.9 4.0 
Tobacco and alcohol 4.4 3.9 4.0 3.9 3.9 
Furniture and equipment 4.7 5.2 4.4 4.5 3.8 
Health care 3.9 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.4 
Personal care 2.4 2.0 2.2 2.4 2.3 
Education 1.0 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.2 
Reading 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 
Miscellaneous 1.8 2.9 3.6 3.1 3.7 

Source: Statistics Canada, Household Surveys Division, Survey of Family Expenditures 
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increases were much greater for propor-
tions spent on recreation facilities such as 
sports facilities, health clubs, admission to 
museums and exhibitions, and packaged 
travel tours. Canadians spent proportion-
aelv more than twice as much of their 
after-tax household budget on recreation 
facilities in 1992 (0.7%) as in 1969 (0.3%). 
Similarly, twice as much went toward 
packaged travel tours in 1992 (0.6%) as in 
1969 (0.3%), In 1992, these tours were 
most popular in households where both 
husband and wife worked full-time. 

Personal appearance easier on the 
budget 'l'he cost of l)uving. making and 
maintaining clothing averaged $2,220 per 
household in 1992. Conventiona liv a 
means of displaying one's social position, 
clothing took a much smaller portion of 
average after-tax household expenditures 
in 1992 (6.1%) than in 1969 (10.1 1)N). The 
decline is due, in part, to households 
being smaller with fewer children to 
clothe. In addition, the cost of clothing 
did not inflate at the same rate as other 
commodities: clothing prices tripled 
between 1969 and 1992, while overall 
prices more than quadrupled. 

Personal care expenses on everything 
from soap and eye shadow to electric 
razors and haircuts cost Canadian house-
holds $840, on average, in 1992. Spending 
on personal care has remained quite stable 
ince 1969 and accounted for roughly 2.3% 

of alter-tax expenditures in 1992. 

Health care expenses largely covered 
by insurance plans Out -(It-pocket 
health care exl)eflsCs  averaged S87() in 
1992, and had dropped to 2 1% of after-tax 
household expenditures from 4% in 1969. 
This drop was largely due to the introduc-
ton of provincial health care plans paid 

>r through taxes. Part of the increase in 
personal taxes from 130/4 in 1969 to 161/o 

in 1978 was to pay for such programs. 
More recently, regulations against extra 

hilling and the elimination of premiums for 
provincial plans have further reduced 
out-of-pocket health care expenses. 
laiipkyer-funded plans and other types of 
funding for supplementary medical insur-
,tiice, dental plans and drug plans have 
t.rown. As a result, individuals bore 

3 The All-item Consumer Price Index used to 
measure inflation. 
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proportionately lower costs in 1992. 1)0th 
for direct cost medical bills (1.7%, COfli-

pared with 2.4 1/o in 1969) and for 
insurance (0.814 versus 

Smoking and drinking claim smaller 
share of budget 
Following a drop 
between 1969 and 
1978, tobacco and 
alcohol expenditur 
have since been re! 
tively stable at ah 
4% of the after-t 
household budget 
1992, Canadian hou 
holds spent an avera 
of $1,410 on toha. 
and alcohol. 

Smoking accouni 
for 2.3% of averna 
after-tax expcndituii 
both in 1969 and 1992 
This stability, how-
ever, belies changes in 
tobacco sales and use. 
Although smoking i 
now less prevalent thai: 
in the past, cigarenc 
prices were much higi  
er in 1992 than in 190 
Household spending 
on alcoholic beverage'. 
on the other hand, do pped IiiuugIt La 
the last decade to 17% of after-tax house-
hold expenditures in 1992 from 2.4% in 
1982. The decline is likely related not only 
to the promotion of health and safety 
concerns, but also to the increasing num-
her of older people who tend to spend 
less on alcohol. 

Credit charges up Consumers in the 
1990s have more debts and use more 
credit than they did in the 1960s. 
Consequently, interest payments for con-
sumer credit (excluding mortgages) have 
become a larger portion of the household 
budget: 1.3% in 1992, compared with 
only 0.5% in 1969. Canadian househokls 
spent as much on interest payments in 
1992 as they did in 1982. However, the 
Bank of Canada rate in 1992 was half of 
what it was in 1982 when at its peak. In 
real dollars, people were borrowing more 
in 1992. 

Canadians are spending more on their 
financial security. Household payments  

on unemployment and life insurance, as 
well as on pension and retirement funds, 
had grown to 6.3% ($2,290) of after-tax 
spending in 1992 from 5.0% in 1969. The 
one-fifth of households with the highest 
incomes spent a much lariter pr mi mrtion 

:.Ltao 	'U.lmL 	'.t 

This dropped to 0% for those in the 
middle-income range and only 1% for the 
one-fifth with the lowest incomes. 

Part of the reason for the increase in 
financial security spending was that more 
women entered the labour force in the 
past twenty-five years. Consequently, the 
number of people eligible to pay premi-
ums, many of whom are in young, 
dual-earner households, increased. The 
proportion of households reporting 
expenditures on security, however. 
dropped between 1969 and 1992. This is 

consistent with the aging of the popula-
tion: as older people, mainly men from 
single-earner households, retired during 
this period, they stopped paying premi-
ums and began receiving income security 
benefits. 

More money being given to other 
households In 1992, Canadian 
househi mid'. gave I 9(1;, ( S00) of their 
after-tax dollars to another household, 

compared with 0.7% in 1969. Child sup-
port payments are included in these 
expenditures and have contributed to the 
increase in money transfers between 
households. 

Charitable oreanizations, on the other 
'Ii and, received about 

me proportion of 
ter-tax household 

in 1992 (1.01) as 
9(1.1%). The share 
to religious organi-
is had dropped 
. however, to 0.7% 

(f after-tax house- 
a mid expenditures 
in 1992 from 
1)9 	in 1969. 

Expect change 
ianv things influ-

cmx' how people 
'.pend, such as 

.1 r i able economic 
mnditions, shifts in 
the age of the 
pulation, changes 

wily structures and 
les, technological 
dvancenient, and 
lianges in beliefs 

nd attitudes. Over 
die next twenty-five years, 

'. in Ci mnsumer spending will 
inevitably occur as large numbers of baby 
hoomers retire and become active 
seniors. Rapid advances in technology 
and communication will also continue to 
have an impact on the spending practices 
of Canadians. While the effect of some of 
these factors can he anticipated, the 
nature and impact of other influences on 
Canadians' spending patterns are almost 
impossil)le to predict. 

Cynthia Silver is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Conadian Scia! Trends. 
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THAT DATA FROM 
TILE FAMILY 
EKPENDITURE 
SURVEY CAN BE 
TAILORED TO 
MEET YOUR 
SPECIFIC NEEDS? 

Custom FamEx Tabulations offer you a detailed 
snapshot of Canadians' expenditures by highly defined 
socio-demographic and geographic variable". You'll get 
customized and cross-tabulated data from fliv, important 
survey to your exacting specifications on 1 wide range 
of expenditures such as: 

• food, dothing and sheltcr 
• transportation 
• health and personal care 
• recreation 
• edUCation 
• personal taxes 
• security 
• gifts and contributions 
• household furnishings and operations 

Expenditures can be cross-referenced by household 
income, metropolitan area, age, dwelling owned or 
rented, household composition, or other selected house-
hold segments. 

With Custom FamEx Tabulations you can track your 
current and target your potential markets with precision, 
segment dianacteristics of family spending patterns with 
e:i'v and kienrify purchasing trends. As well, Tabulations 
can Ii retrieved to determine the socio-demographic 
profiles of the purchasers of specific goods and services. 
You can also get Custom FamEx Tabulations in the 
medium of your choice--paper or diskette. 

Unsure of what you need 
or where to start? 

inact \( )it nearest Regional Office listed on the inside 
cover of this publication. Our consultants can help you 
define your information needs and recommend products 
and services to meet them. 

Call a Statistics Canada consultant today... 
and turn data into information. 

........................u........ 

Statistics Statistique Canada` Canada Canada  
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lihougli ffl()St young PCOl)it.. 	10 Lheii 	LILU LeciTh 

live with their parents and are still in school, 
many are also working and learning about the 
inherent responsibilities and rewards of paid 
emp1omcnt 	The 	m al . ority 	of 	emplocd J 
teenagers aged 15-19 work part timt - uthe 
during the school year or the summer - in h 
paying lobs that require little formal educatn 

l)espite 	ongoing 	controversy 	about 	iL: 
effects of employment during the school year, work- 
ing a modeitte number of hours while still in school 
appears to be beneficial to young people. High 
school graduates, for example, are much more like- 
hr than dropouts to have had Li JOl) at which they 
worked less than 20 hours per week while in school. 
In contrast, compared to graduates, male dropouts 
were more likely to have worked long hours while 
in school, and female dropouts were much more 
likd\ not to have had a job. 

' 	ung workers are espe- 
cialh 	Vulnerable to downturns in 
the economy and are often among 
the first to lose their jobs. Because 
most teens are living at home, the 
immediate consequences of not 
having a job tend to be less severe 
than for older Canadians. Howe\ 
in a labour market that may co 
ue to he tight until baby boon 
begin retiring, people with limiteu 

cx pehence as a 
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40% of teens have jobs Not surprisingly, 
young people are not as likely as older 
Canadians to have paid work. In 1993, 40% 
of both male and female teenagers aged 
15-19 (724.000 people) had jobs, compared 
with 64% of people aged 20-24 and 75% of 
those aged 25-54. The annual employment 
rate of teenagers, however, reflects much 
higher employment levels during the 
summer than during the school ve:ir. 

In addition, employment levels among 
teens have varied more than among older 
people since the 1970s. In 1970, 36% of 
young people aged 15-19 had jobs. By 
1981, the proportion had risen to 47%, but 
declined to 401/6 during the recession of the 
early 1980s. After 1983, employment levels 
increased, reaching 51% by 1989. Because 
of the onset of the most recent recession, 
such high levels were short-lived. and  

by 1993, the proportion of employed 
teenagers had dropped back to 401/b. 

As is the case for Canadians overall, 
young people in the Western provinces 
and Ontario are more likely to be 
employed than are those in Quebec and 
the Atlantic provinces, with the exception 
of Prince Edward Island. In 1993, the 
proportion of people aged 15-19 with 
jobs ranged from 48% in Alberta to 19% 
in Newfoundland. 

Almost three-quarters of employed 
teens work part-time Given that many 
teenagers are still in school full-time, it is 
not surprising that they are more likely 
than older Canadians to be working only 
part-time. In 1993, 72% of employed 
young people aged 15-19 had part-time 
jobs, compared with 26% of workers 
aged 20-24 and only 12% of those aged 
25-54. Consequently, that year, teens 
made up a much larger proportion of 
people working part-time (24%) than of 
those working full-time (2 1/). 

According to Statistics Canada's Labour 
Market Activity Survey, the number of 
hours worked by teenagers increased sub-
stantially during the late 1980s. Working 
teens aged 16, for example, spent an aver-
age of 834 hours at their job in 1990, up 
from 440 in 1986. Among workers aged 
17-19, average annual hours increased to 
1,180 from 792 over the same period. In 
contrast, older Canadians' working hours 
changed only slightly during the late 
1980s, averaging 1,648 in 1990. 
Teenagers have very different reasons 

for working part-time than do older 
Canadians. Among those working part-
time in 1993, teens aged 15-19 most 
commonly stated that they were doing so 
because they were going to school (74%), 
whereas people aged 20 and over were 
most likely to have said that they could 
only find part-time work (41%). None-
theless, many young people (19%) were 
working part-time because it was the only 
type of employment they could find. 

One-third of students combine school 
and work Young people no longer in 
school are more likely than those in 
school to have a job. Nonetheless, in 
1993, 33% of full-time students aged 15-19 
worked during the school year. 1  Students 
this age were even more likely to have 
summer jobs: 45% of those planning to 
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return to school in the fall had jobs between May and August, as 
did 56% of those not planning to return to school or who were 
uncertain of their plan.s. 

As was the case overall, employment prospects for students 
improved after the recession of the early 1980s, before deterio-
rating again in the early 1990s. In 1989, for example, 41% of 
full-rime students aged 15-19 worked during the school year. 
The summer employment rate for students this age planning to 
return to school was 57%, while for those not planning to return 
to school or uncertain of their plans, the rate was 61% in 1989. 

Exposure to the job market at an early age may give students 
experience and skills useful for their future working life. In addi-
tion, students working a moderate number of hours are much 
less likely than others to drop out of school. Among people 
aged 18-20 who had worked less than 20 hours per week while 
in school, the drop-out rate was 16% for men and 7 9/o for 
women. Working long hours had the most detrimental effect on 
the school outcome of young men: 33% of those who had 
worked at least 20 hours while in school had dropped out. 
Among young women, however, drop-out rates were highest 
(221/) for those who had no job at all while in school. 

Some teens drop out of school to work full-time, forfeiting 
educational opportunities in favour of unskilled or low-skilled, low-
paving jobs. While they may initially view their jobs as very 
lucrative, these young people will likely find future employment 
prospects severely limited because of their lack of formal education. 

Most teens in jobs requiring little education or experience In 
1991, over two-third.s of workers aged 15-19 were employed in ser-
vice (29%), clerical (21%) or sales (19 1.16) occupations, compared 
with about one-half of workers aged 20-24 and just over one-third 
of those aged 25 and over. Young workers were also somewhat 
more likely (7 1/) than older workers (about 5%) to be employed in 
primary occupations, such as agriculture, forestry and mining. 

Employed teens make up relatively large shares of these four occu-
pational groups. In 1991. 14% of all seryice workers and 12% of 
those in sale.s were aged 15-19. Young people also represented 9% 
of those in primary occupations and 7 1/6 of those in clerical positions. 

Not surprisingly, few young people hold jobs requiring a high 
level of skill or managerial ability. In 1991, just over 1% of workers 
aged 15-19 were in managerial or administrative occupations, and 
they accounted for less than 1% of all workers in such positions. 
Similarly, workers aged 15-19 represented less than 2% of people 
in professional occupations. Most young people in jobs classified 
as professional were nurses aides or orderlies. 

As is the case for older women, female workers aged 15-19 are 
much more likely than their male counterparts to be employed 
in service, clerical or sales occupations. Of all young workers 
aged 15-19 in 1991, 84% of women were in such jobs. compared 
with 57% of men. In contrast, young men were considerably 
more likely (160%) than young women (4%) to be employed in 
primary or construction occupations. 

Low earnings among teens a result of the nature of their jobs 
Given young peoples limited education and work experience, 
their concentration in part-time jobs and the type of employment 
available to them, it is likely that many are in minimum-wage 
jobs. Consequently, their earnings are considerably lower than 
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those of older workers, regardless of whether they are working 
part- or full-time. 

Among people aged 15-19 who worked part-time in 1992, the 
average earnings of young men ($3.660) and young women 
($3,520) were similar. Overall, among those employed part-time, 
men averaged $12,150 in earnings, compared with $9,3(() for 
women. Earnings were also low among the relatively few 
teenaged men who had full-time jobs in 19922 :  $14,840, com-
pared with $39,470 for men overall employed full-time. 

Several factors contribute to high unemployment rate 
among teens Not only do young people consistently have a 
higher unemployment rate than do older Canadians, but the 
circumstances surrounding unemployment tend to differ consid-
erably between the two age groups. Teenagers, on the one 
hand, tend to move in and out of the labour force more 
frequently, and may experience a period of unemployment - 
often quite short - each time they re-enter. Older Canadians, on 
the other hand, are more likely to go from job to job without a 
period of unemployment or to he unemployed for a long time. 

In addition, young people are often among the first to lose their 
jobs during hard economic times. This is not only because they 
are usually in low-skilled or unskilled occupations, but also 
because they are often the most recently hired employees in their 
organization. In 1993, 180,000 young people aged 15-19, or 20 1/â 

1 An 8-month average for the period January to April and September to 
December. 
2 Sample of young women too small for reliable estimate. 

25% 
No uI: 	 1 

22% 

Worked less 	 16% 
than 20 hours 

weekl, 	7% 

Worked at 	 33% 
least 20 hours 

weekly 	.. 	1 18 % 

25% 
Total 

16% 

Men 	Women 

1 Aged 18-20 in 1991. 
Source. Statistics Canada. Education, Culture and Tourism Division, 
School Leavers Survey, 1991 
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of all labour force participants 3  in this age group. were unem-
ployed, that is, they were not working but were looking for a job. 
That year, 16% of people aged 20-24 and 1/o of those aged 25-54 
were unemployed. Because of their relatively high unemployment 
rate, young people made up 120/c of all unemployed Canadians in 
1993, while representing only 6% of those with jobs. 
During the recent economic downturn, the youth unemploy -

ment rate rose quickly, but did not reach the 1983 peak of 22%. 
The unemployment rate among people aged 20-24 also did not 
get as high as during the early 1980s. This was because, during 
this recession, young people were more likely to leave the 
labour force than they were during the last one, either returning 
to or staving in school. In contrast. among Canadians 'aged 25-
c4, a higher proportion were unemployed in 1993 than at any 
time during the previous recession. 

The largest share of unemployed teens aged 15-19 in 1993 lost 
or were laid off from their job (38 1/). This was well below the 
proportion for unemployed workers aged 20 and over (71%). 
The next two most common re:Lons for teens to be unemployed 
were that they had never worked. but were looking for their first 
101) (25 11/6), or had left their jot) to return to school (22 1/6). In corn-
panson, only 6% of unemployed workers aged 20 and over had 
gone hack to school or had never worked. 

Unemployment rates arc higher among teens in Quebec and the 
\t1antic provinces than among those in other provinces. This is con-
sistent with the pattern among older people. In Newfoundland, 32% 
of labour force participants aged 15-19 were unemployed in 1993, 
the highest rate of any province. Other provincial unemployment 
rates ranged from 25% in Nova Scotia to 16% in Saskatchewan. 

Unemployment has been higher among young men than young 
women throughout the last two decades, and the gap has grown 
larger during the last recession. In 1993. 229/o of young men aged 
15-19 were unemployed, compared with 181/6 of young women. 

Future prospects Some young people unable to find jobs stop 
looking for work and either stay in school or return to continue 
their education and obtain credentials that likely will increase 
their chances of getting a good, full-time job. Human Resources 
Development has estimated that almost two-thirds of new jobs 
between 1991 and 2000 will require at least 13 years of educa-
tion or training and 45% will require more than 16 years. 

Other teens not only stop looking for work but also quit school 
before obtaining even a high school diploma. Such people may 
continue to live with and he supported by their parents. If this is 
not possible, however, young people with little education and 
job experience may have to rely on social assistance programs to 
meet basic necessities of living on their own, 

3 The labour force includes employed people as well as those seeking 
employment. 

• For fll( ft intormation on this topic. see Youth in Canada, 
Second Edition, Statistics Canada Catalogue 89-5 1 IF and YouIlls 
- waiting it out, by Deborah Sunter in Perspectives on Labour 
and Income, Spring 1994, Statistics Canada Catalogue c-x I F.  
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by Elaine Fournier 

Aflophone Immi'grants 
Language Choices in the Home 

23 

M ore than 4 million immi-
graii Is u 'ti' f/i'ing in 
('aii'ida in 1991. Although 

,iiafli had one / (Jaiiadci Ic official 
Ia isguages as their mother Ioiigue. 
over 2.6 mu/fun were Allophones, 
that is, their iiiother tongue was a 
Lung ii age o1hcr / /5 in Lu gush op• 

Frejidi )./5 is! Aliophune ins in i ra ills 
(1(IuJ( the doinuinut lanRuage of 
the cons in uiiì ilj' in u 'i5 ic/i thej' lii 'e, 
allowing tbem greater access to 
employment opportunities and 
making it easier/or them to deal with 
J)eu/)1(' in medical, educational and 
g'e''rnmenl .cel7'ice.c (117(1 organizcs-
In i us, Many also illak?(' a la nguiage 
transfer in their home, that is, thej' 
most 0/ten speak a language other 
than their mother tongue at home. Not 

, / / Iprisingly, the likelihood of hatIng 
made such a transfer is much greater 
u'hen Allophone immigrants have 
been in the count ryfor sei'era1j'ea. 

In Canada, almost all Alh tpliune immigrants 
Ii) adopt a fle\\ In  ,iie Llnguage use English. 

J: en within Quebec, where French is the 
majority lang u age. over half of Alli plu )flC immi-
grants who have made a transfer speak English 
in U IC home. Recently, however, Al loph( )flL' 

tnimigrants in Quebec have been switching to 
l:renjl rather than English as their home lan-
guage. For those who arrived since the 
mid- 1970s, two-thirds have switched to french 
rather than English. 
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Canada outside QuebecQuebec 

Italian 	 42 	 29 
Chinese 	 15 	 11 
German 	 75 	 72 
Portuguese 	 31 	 30 
Ukrainian 	 46 	 36 
Polish 	 33 	 35 

Spanish 	 31 	 27 

Punjabi 	 17 	 32 
Dutch 	 90 	 84 
Greek 	 33 	 15 
Arabic 	 38 	 37 

Vietnamese 	 12 	 12 

Creole 	 57 	 50 
Total 	 39 	 31 

Source Statistics Canada, 1991 Census of Canada. 

L;Itransfer 

% having made a language transfer 
70 	- 

Before 	1966- 	1971- 	1976- 	1981- 	1986- 

1966 	
1970 	1975 	1980 	1985 	1991 

Period of immigration 

Source Statistics Canada, Census of Canada 

Language transfers more common outside Quebec In 1991, 38% 
ol Allophone immigrants in Canada most often spoke one or both of 
Canadas official languages at home. Although this is up from the 
1986 fIgure of 33%, it is similar to the 1971 proportion of 39%. 
Allophone immigrants living outside Quebec are more likely 

than those in Quebec to most often speak a language at home 
other than their mother tongue. In 1991, 39% of the 2.3 million 
living outside Quebec had made such a language transfer, corn-
pared with 30% of the 387,000 in Quebec. Part of the 
difference may he because a greater percentage of those living 
outside Quebec have been in Canada for a long time. 

The pattern of higher rates of language transfer outside Quebec 
prevailed for many of the most comnion Allophone mother tongues 
among immigrants, with the exception of Vietnamese. Polish and 
Punjabi. In 1991, for example, of immigrants whose mother tongue 
w.ts Italian, 42% living outside Quebec spoke either English or 
French at home, compared with 29 1/6 in Quebec. Language transfers 
amt ng those whose mother tongue was Vietnamese were equally 
likely to occur outside QUebecas within that province (each 12%). 

Recent Allophone immigrants less likely than long-term 
residents to have made a language transfer Some recent 
Allophone imniigrants may not have had the time to learn one 
of Canada's official languages or to become comfortable using it 
at home. Other Allophones continue to speak their own mother 
tongue at home even after having been in the country for many 
'ears. Reasons for not making a language transfer range from 

having a family member who does not speak English or French 
to wanting to maintain the al)ility to speak their mother tongue. 

Overall, recent Allophone immigrants are much less likely than 
those who have been in the country for a long time to have 
switched to English or French as their home language. According 
to the 1991 Census, 15% of those who had arrived between 1986 
and 1991 had made a language transfer, compared with 58% of 
those who came before 1966. 

Recent Allophone immigrants in Quebec more likely than 
those elsewhere to have made a language transfer Among 
Allophone immigrants who arrived before the late 1970s, those 
outside Quebec were more likely than those in Quebec to most 
often speak one or both of Canada's official languages at home. 
Since then, however, language transfers have been more 
common in Quebec. In 1991, of those who arrived in Canada 
between 1986 and 1991, 181/o in Quebec spoke English or French 
at home in 1991 (mostly French), compared with 14% elsewhere 
in Canada. On the other hand. 39% of those in Quebec who 
arrived helbre 1966 had made a language transfer at home, com-
pared with ( I in the rest of Canada. 

Allophone immigrants in Quebec now more likely to switch 
to French than in the past Almost all Allophone immigrants ut-
side Quchec who make a language transfer speak English at home, 
regardless of when they came to Canada. In 1991, of those living 
outside Quebec who spoke one of Canada's official languages at 
home, less than 1% spoke French. 

In Quebec, Allophone immigrants who had made a language 
transfer by 1991 were somewhat more likely to speak English 
(55%) at home than French (45%). In recent years. however, 
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11-aiiuiphoiies li ing outside Quebec also 	itching to 1iig1is1i ui the 
home The proportion of Francophonc those whose mother tonguc is 
French) living outside Quebec who speak English most of the time at home 
has increased over the last two decades. In 1991, 35% of Francophones living 
outside Quebec spoke English in the home, up from 34 in 1971. 

Increasingly, Anglophones in Quebec speaking French at home 
language transfers do not occur as frequently among Anglophones (those 
whose mother tongue is English) in Quebec as among Francophones outside 
Quebec. Only ¶.Y'/u of Anglophones living in Quebec spoke French at home in 
1991. Nonetheless, the proportion has increased in nii (s in 1()7t. 

78°c 
	 - English M French 

Before 1966 	1966-1970 	1971-1975 	1976-1980 	1981-1985 

67°. 

Period of immigration 

Snuri" Statistics Canada Census of r.naiia 

63% 

I 
1986-199 1 

Allophone immigrants have been much 
more likely to adopt French rather than 
English as their home language. Of those 
who had made a language transfer, about 
two-thirds who had arrived since the 
mid-1970s spoke French at home in 1991, 
compared with one-half who arrived 
between 1971 and 1975 and onequarter 
who caine before 1966. 

In 1991, 89% of Quebec's Allophone 
immigrants lived in the Montreal census 
metropolitan area (CMA). As is the case 
in the province overall, Allophone immi-
grants in the CMA are increasingly 
adopting French rather than English as  

their home language. In 1991, of those 
who had made a language transfer, 63% 
who had arrived in the last five years 
spoke French at home, in contrast to only 
22% who arrived before 1966. 

Several changes to Quebec's language 
and immigration policies have taken place 
in the last two decades. Since 1977, Bill 101 
has promoted the use of French in busi-
nesses and the education system. For 
example, immigrants, in general, were 
required to send their children to French 
schools. Moreover, in 1978. the Quebec 
and federal governments reached an agree-
nient that gave Quehecs minisrêre de  

25 

l'lmmigration (now the ministère des 
Affaires intemationales, de I'Immigration et 
des Communaurés culturelles) control over 
the selection of immigrants to the province. 
Quebec's immigration policy aims to 
increase the proportion of immigrants who 
are Francophone. The selection criteria for 
immigrants favour French-speaking immi-
grants, although a major factor influencing 
eligibility is still "employability." 

Ottawa-HuTh a special case The Ottawa-
Hull CMA is Canadas only CMA to 
straddle two provinces, with Ottawa in 
Ontario and Hull in Quebec. Most 
Allophone immigrants in the Ottawa-Hull 
CMA live in the Ontario part (90%) and 
speak English at home if they have made 
a language transl'er. Overall. 38% of 
Allophone immigrants in the CMA had 
made a language transfer by 1991, with 
those in both the Ottawa and Hull regions 
being equally likely to have done so. Of 
those who had made a language transfer. 
92% spoke English at home. 

Not surprisingly, speaking French at 
home was more common among Allo-
phone imniigrants in the Quebec part of 
the CMA. In 1991, 46% of those in the Hull 
region who had made a language transfer 
spoke French at home, compared with 
only 4% of those in the Ottawa region. 

In addition, recent Allophone immigrants 
in the Ottawa-I-lull CMA were more likely 
to speak French at home in 1991 than 
those who had been in the country for 
several years. The shift toward French was 
particularly strong in the Quebec part of 
the CMA: of those who had made a lan-
guage transfer, just under two-thirds of 
Allophone immigrants who arrived 
between 1986 and 1991 spoke French at 
home in 1991, compared with just over 
one-quarter of those who arrived before 
1966. Even in the Ontario part, of those 
who had made a language transfer, 11% 
who arrived between 1986 and 1991 spoke 
French at home, whereas this was the case 
for less than 2% who came before 1966. 

Elaine Fournier completed this article 
while on assignment with the Demo-
linguistics I)ivision. An questions can be 
directed to Brian Harrison, I)emolin-
guistics Divisi( in. Stitislics Canada. 
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by Craig McKie 

ince Confederation, emigration from 

Canada has been a significant and con- 

stant phenomenon. From 1851 to 1991, an 

estimated 7.9 million Canadian residents 

.Jt Canada permanently to live in other 

countries. Immigration to Canada over that period, 12.5 

million people, was not even double that total. Although 

most who emigrated to other countries were Canadian by 

birth, many had come to Canada as immigrants. 

During the latter part of the 1800s and the early part 

of the 1900s, annual emigration flows were especially large 

and immigration flows were increased to replace those who 

had left. Emigration not only accelerated changes in the 

characteristics of Canada's population but also created large 

communities of ex-patriot Canadians in other countries. 

The main destination of Canada's emigrants has 

always been the United States. Since the mid-i 960s, how-

ever, this traditional route has been restricted by United 

States' immigration regulations. 

CANADIAN SOL4A 1 RtNLJS 4IN i ER 199, 

Impact of emigration has lessened 
since the 1930s Emigrants represented 
1 10 3 (II Ca fla CIa s total popu kit ion 
each decade from 1931 to 1991. Before 
then, however, they represented between 
5% and 17% of the total population each 
decade since the 1850s. 

During the last half of the 1800s, enhigra-
tion numbers Nvere so large that the flow 
of people out of the country exceeded the 
flow of immigrants into the country. From 
1851 to 1901, 2.2 million people emigrated 
from Canada, while only 1.9 million peo-
ple immigrated to Canada. 

Emigration totals rema ned very high 
until 1931  In fact, from 1911 to 1921, 1.1 
million emigrants left Canada, the largest 
number ever recorded in a single decade. 
Overall, from 1901 to 1931. 2.8 million 
people emigrated from Canada. while 4.2 
million people immigrated to Canada. 

I)uring the 1930s and 1940s, a period of 
economic depression and war, both 
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L'migration and immigration totals dropped. 
From 1931 to 1 9t 1, numbers in both 
categories were the lowest ever recorded: 
241.000 emigrants and 149,000 immigrants. 
Although totals were larger from 1941 to 
1951 - 379.000 emigrants and 548.000 
immigrants - they were much lower than 
those recorded before the 1930s. 

After 1951, emigration increased, hut, for 
the first time, not as quickly as immigra-
tion. Immigration totals returned to levels 
similar to those of the early 1900s, 

, equalling or exceeding 1.4 million each 
decade since 1951. Emigration totals, on 

]

the other hand, increased from 462000 in 
the 1950s to 707,000 in the 1900s, before 
falling to over a half million in the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

Most Canadians living abroad are in 
the United States According to a 
tal1stii..'. (;nada estimate based On United 

States and I nited Nations' records. 1 mil-
lion Canadian-born people were living 
outside of the country in 1980) Most of 
these Canadians (84%) were living in the 
United States. The next largest concentra-
lions of Canadians were in the United 
Kingdom (6%), Italy (21/6), Australia (2%) 
and France 1 1%. Relatively few were in 

1  MigratIon between the United States and Canada, 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 91 -530E. Data were 
based on 57 countries which collected inlormation 
on Canadian born on their national censuses. 
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Canadian illegal aliens in the United States c.r. 	rw 	uUft 

Canadians are apprehended h' the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) for violations of the United States hnniigration 
and Nationality Act, In 1991, the INS estimated that there were 7,30)) 
Canadian illegal aliens living in the United States, that is. Canadians wIn 
could he deported. Of these, 64% had entered the I nited States \\ ithout  
inspection and 32% had entered as visitors. 

In 1991, 318 Canadians were expelled from the t nited States. ()t tliee. 2-4-4 

were deported and 74 left after having been inlonned that the INS had 
grounds to deport them (required departure under docket control). Almost 
half of those expelled were returned to Canada because of criminal or nai-
cotics violations. 24% had failed to maintain or comply with conditions of  
non-immigrant status and 18% had entered the United States without inspec-
In In or had made false statements to gain entty. 

Period of migration 	 Immigration 	 Emigration 

000s 
1851-1861 352 
1861-1871 260 
1871-1881 350 
1881-1891 680 
1891-1901 250 
1901-1911 1,550 
1911-1921 1,400 
1921-1931 1,200 
1931-1941 149 
1941-1951 548 
1951-1961 1,543 
1961-1971 1,429 
1971-1981 1,429 
1981-1991 1,374 

Source: Statistics Canada. Catalogue 11-402E 

170 
411 
404 
826 
380 
739 

1,089 
971 
241 
379 
462 
707 
566 
582 

the former West Germany, New Zealand, 
Yugoslavia, Mexico and Belgium (less 
than 1% each). with the remaining 2% in 
other countries. 

According to the 1990 United States 
Census, of all people living in the United 
States born in other countries, those born 
in Canada (745,000 people) were the 
third largest group, following those born 
in Mexico (4.3 million) and the 
Philippines 013.000).  Over half of these 

Canadian-horn people had become 
naturalized citizens of the United States. 

Lower recent emigration linked to 
tighter American immigration laws In 
1965, the United States, the predominant 
destination of Canadian emigrants, 
restricted immigration from Canada. 
Before 1965, migration flows between 
Canada and the United States proceeded 
with relatively little hindrance from 

RMTh 

national boundaries or immigration 
quotas. Amendments introduced to the 
United States' Immigration and Nationality 
Act in 1965, however, limited all Western 
hemisphere immigration for the first time 
to an aflnLlal quota of 120,000 people. 
Additional amendments in 1976 restricted 
the per-country limit for the Western hemi-
sphere to 20,000 people and added a 
preference system for 'Xstem hemisphere 
natives. In 1978, Eastern and Western 
hemisphere quotas were combined, creat-
ing a world-wide ceiling on immigration to 
the United States. 

According to the American Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS), the 
number of immigrants admitted to the 
United States who reported Canada as 
their last country of residence decreased 
by more than half from the 1960s to the 
1970s, and then remained at that level. In 
both the 1950s and 1960s, there were 
about 400,000 immigrants admitted to the 
United States whose last country of resi-
dence was Canada. In contrast, the 
United States admitted only 169,900 
Canadian immigrants between 1971 and 
1980 and 156.900 in the following 
decade. 

Canadian-born population in the 
United States has fallen The impact of 
restrictions on Canadian immigration to 
the United States is also reflected in 
United States' census counts. In 1990, 
there were 744,800 Canadian-horn peo-
ple living in the United States, down from 
842,900 in 1980 and 812.400 in 1970. 
These counts are much lower than 

those recorded earlier this century. From 
1900 to 1950, for example, each United 
States' census recorded over 1 million 
Canadian-born residents. The lower fig-
ures in recent years reflect, in part, the 
high mortality among the large group of 
older Canadian-born residents in the 
United States. 
Throughout Canada's history. fewer 

Americans have immigrated to Canada 
than Canadians to the I'nited States and 
the population of Americans in Canada 
has always been small. According to the 
1991 Census of Canada, 267,200 
American-born residents were living in 
Canada. 2  This is down from 312,000 in 
1981 and 309,600 in 1971. Although the 
1971 count was higher than that in 1961 
(283,900), the number of American born 
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in Canada declined between 
1921 and 1961. 1)uring the 
fiit two decades of the 20th 
century, however, the num-
her of American born in 
Canada increased to 374,KX) 
in 1921 from 127,900 in 19(11. 

Many immigrants to 
Canada left to become 
residents of the United 
States Fach decade in in 
the 1950s to the 1980s and 
in both 1990 and 1991, 30% 
of immigrants to the United 
States whose last country of 
residence was Canada were 
not Canadian by birth. 
according to INS records. In 
contrast, during the 1940s, a 
decade of very low levels of 
Canadian immigration and 
emigration, less than 20110 of 
immigrants to the United States from 
Canada were not Canadian born. 

Although there is no earlier infonnation, 
this phenonienon likely occurred in previ-
OUS decades. It may have been even more 
prevalent during the early 1900s when 
both immigration and emigration levels 
were very high. From the mnid-1800s until 
the 1960s, whenever immigration to 
Canada was high, emigration from 
Canada to the United States was also 
high, Similarly, when immigration to 
Canada was low, so was emigration to the 
United States. The movement of immigra-
tion flows to Canada in tandem with 
emigration flows from Canada to the 
United States suggests that at least some 
immigrants to Canada, particularly during 
the earlv 1900s, may have come to 
Canada with the intention of emigrating 
to the United States. 

Many people hold multiple citizen-
ships and residency rights As 
international travel and rniration 
increase, the number of Canadians living 
ouside the country and of those holding 
multiple citizenships or legal residency 
rights may also increase. According to the 
1991 Census, 70,000 Canadian citizens by 
birth living in Canada were also citizens 
of at least one other country. In addition, 
245,400 Canadians with citizenship 
through naturalization also reported being 
citizens of other countries. Many more 

Canadian citizens are eligi) ile tor ol hei' cii - 
izenships or legal residency rights. For 
example, those who are Canadian by 
birth but who were born in another coun-
try may he entitled to citizenship in their 
country of birth. Other Canadian citizens 
may be entitled to citizenship in their 
parent's or grandparent's country of birth, 
depending on that counti s laws. 

The same principle also applies to the 
children of Canadian citizens who emi-
grated to other countries. In the United 
States, for example. over 2.2 million peo-
ple reported on the 1970 Census that 
they had at least one parent born in 
Canada. Although this information was 
not collected in later United States cen-
suses, the 1970 results indicate that the 
number of people in the United States 
who might be eligible for Canadian citi-
zenship is likely more than double the 
number of Canadian-born residents in 
that country. The same is also likely true 
for Canadian emigrants living in other 
countries. 

EEC may attract future Canadian emi-
grants Migration is encouraged among 
European Economic Community (EEC) 
countries. According to EEC regulations, 
citizens of member countries have the 
right to seek employment and permanent 
residence in other member countries. As 
of 1991, the total number of people so 
relocated was 5.5 million (2% of the total 

Emigration opportunities are 
growing One effect of large 
calc emigration has been the 
reatmon of substantial ex-patriot 

populations of former Canadian 
residents in other countries, 
most notably the United States. 
For example, estimates calcu-
hued from Roman Catholic 
Church documentation indicate 
that approximately 5 million 
Roman Catholics of French-

Ca n.idian ancestry were living in the 
t.'nited States in 1970. 
Compared to immigration flows, emi-

gration has been much smaller in the 
past fifty years. This has resulted, in part, 
from tighter restrictions on emigration 
between Canada and the United States, 
the historical destination of most 
Canadian emigrants. Emigration from 
Canada may increase in the future, how-
ever, because Canadians now have more 
opportunities to live and work in other 
countries than they have had in the past 
few decades. 

Canadians can move more freely within 
North America because the Free Trade 
Agreement between Canada and the 
United States has provisions which ease 
the flow of temporary labour from one 
country to another. Many Canadians may 
take advantage of opportunities to live 
and work outside of the country, particu-
larly if employment and other life-style 
factors are perceived to be better in other 
countries than at home. 

2 Non-permanent residents were included in the 
census for the first time in 1991 

Dr. Craig McKie is an Associate Professor 
of Sociology, Carleton University and a 
Contributing Editor with canadian Social 
J)'('i1(L'. 
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EEC population). As interna-
tional labour mobility becomes 
more prominent and more 
advantageous to some individ-
uals, Canadians entitled to 
citizenship in an EEC member 
country may choose to exercise 
that right to gain residency 
rights and employment in any 
FEC country. 
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Leaving the Fold: Declining Church Attendance Autumn 1991 
POPULATION 

Living Arrangements of Canada's Autumn 1988 
"Older Elderly" Population 

1986 Census Highlights Summer 1987 Migration Between Atlantic Canada Spring 1987 
1986 Census Highlights: Aging of the Winter 1987 and Ontario, 1951 -1 985 

Canadian Population Non Parlo Ne Inglese, Ne Francese Winter 1993 
1986 Census Highlights: Winnipeg Spring 1990 "I Can't Speak English or French" 
75 Years of Social Reporting Summer 1993 Population Aging: Baby Boomers Into the Summer 1993 
A History of Emigration from Canada Winter 1994 21st Century 

A Profile of Employed Migrants Spring 1987 Profile of the Canadian Armed Forces Winter 1989 

Between Atlantic Canada and Ontario Public Opinion on Aboriginal Peoples' Issues Winter 1988 

Allophone Immigrants: Language Winter 1994 in Canada 
Choices in the Home Religious Affiliation in Canada Autumn 1987 

An Aging Society: Another Viewpoint Spring 1991 Seniors 75+: Living Arrangements Autumn 1993 
Dependency Ratios and Lifestyles 
Implications of an Aging Society Living Arrangements 

Are Young People Farming? Autumn 1993 Lifestyles 

Calgary: A Statistical Profile Winter 1987 Social Consequences of Demographic Change Winter 1993 

Canada in the 21st Century Summer 1986 South Asians in Canada Autumn 1989 

Canada's Children Summer 1991 Temporary Residents of Canada Spring 1994 

Canada's Immigrant Children Spring 1992 The Demographic Future Summer 1990 

Canada's Immigrant Population Autumn 1989 The Farm Community Spring 1990 

Canada's Immigrants: Recent Trends Summer 1993 The Indo-Chinese in Canada Autumn 1990 

Canada's Off-reserve Aboriginal Population Winter 1991 The Inner City in Transition Spring 1990 

Canada's Refugee Flows: Gender Inequality Spring 1994 The Inuit Winter 1989 

Canada's Seniors Autumn 1991 The Northern Population Winter 1989 

Canadians on the Move Summer 1992 The Socio-demographic Conditions of Winter 1986 

Changes in Fertility Among Canada's Autumn 1988 
Registered Indians 

 
Linguistic Groups Two by Two? Sex Ratios of Spring 1994 

Unattached Canadians 
Changing Faces: Visible Minorities in Toronto Winter 1991 

Urban Canada Winter 1987 
Defining Toronto Summer 1993 

Urbanization in Canada Summer 1991 
Emotional Support and Family Contacts Spring 1993 

of Older Canadians 

Ethnic Diversity in the 1990s Autumn 1993 FAMILY 
Ethnic Origins of the Canadian Population Summer 1989 
Falling Through the Cracks: Women Winter 1991 1986 Census Highlights: Changes in Spring 1989 

Aged 55-64 Living on Their Own Living Arrangements 

Forty Years of Social Housing in Toronto Winter 1987 I 	1986 Census Highlights: Marital Status Spring 1988 

Help Around the House: Autumn 1989 Adoption in Canada Spring 1994 

Support for Older Canadians Alimony and Child Support Spring 1993 

Immigration Autumn 1986 Births Outside Marriage: A Growing Summer 1994 

Immigration During the 1980s Spring 1991 Alternative 

Interregional Migration of the Autumn 1987 Births to Unmarried Women Summer 1986 

Canadian Population Caring for Children Autumn 1991 

Language in Canada Spring 1989 Changes in Family Living Summer 1993 
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Child Care 
	

Summer 1986 

Common Law: A Growing Alternative 
	

Winter 1991 
Common Law: Living Together as Husband 

	
Autumn 1986 

and Wife Without Marriage 
Common-law Unions: Nearly Half a Million 

	
Autumn 1988 

in 1986 

Common-law Unions: The Ouebec Difference Summer 1994 

Decline in the Number of Children 
	

Autumn 1990 

Divorce Rates in Canada 
	

Winter 1988 
Dual Earners: Who's Responsible for 

	
Winter 1993 

Housework? 

Families: Diversity the New Norm 
	

Summer 1986 
Female Lone Parenthood: The Duration 

	
Autumn 1988 

of Episodes 

Household Chores 
	

Spring 1990 
Marriage in Canada: Changing Beliefs and 

	
Summer 1994 

Behaviours, 1600-1990 
Marrying and Divorcing: A Status Report 

	
Summer 1989 

for Canada 

Mixed-language Couples and Their Children 
	

Summer 1993 

Robert Glossop on the Canadian Family 
	

Winter 1994 

Today's Extended Families 
	

Winter 1992 

Traditional-earner Families 
	

Spring 1994 
Tying the Knot: An Overview of 

	
Autumn 1987 

Marriage Rates in Canada 

Women Parenting Alone 
	

Winter 1987 

Young Adults Living in Their Parents' Home 
	

Summer 1989 

HOUSING 

Canadians in Subsidized Housing Winter 1992 

Co-operative Housing: A Third Tenure Form Spring 1990 

Home Improvement Summer 1990 

Home Ownership Spring 1990 

Mortgage Rates and the Housing Market Winter 1986 

People in Co-operative Housing Autumn 1990 

Shelter Costs Spring 1990 

LABOUR FORCE 

Absenteeism at Work 	 Summer 1992 

Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1 993 	Spring 1994 

Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1992 	Spring 1993 

Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1 991 
Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1 990 

Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1 989 

Annual Labour Force Estimates, 1946-1988 

Annual Review of Labour Force Trends 

Annual Review of Labour Force Trends 

Annual Update on Labour Force Trends 

Canadians and Retirement 

Changes in Women's Occupations 
Changing Occupational Structure 

Employment Equity 

Employment of Disabled Canadians 

Employment Patterns of Elderly Canadians 

Increases in Long-term Unemployment 
Involuntary Part-time Employment in Canada, 

1975-1986 
Job Displacement 
Labour Force Trends: Canada and the 

United States 

Labour Force Trends: Two Decades in Review 

Maternity Leave 

Nursing in Canada 

Regional Unemployment 

Secretaries 

Self-employment in Canada 
The Changing Industrial Mix of Employment, 

1951-1985 
The Decline in Employment Among Men 

Aged 55-64, 1975-1985 

The Decline of Unpaid Family Work 
The Growth of Part-time Work 

The Help-Wanted Index 
The Labour Force Participation of 

Immigrants 

The Law: A Changing Profession 

The Service Sector in the 1980s 

The Value of Household Work in Canada 
Unemployment Rates for the Full-time and 

Part-time Labour Forces 

Unemployment Insurance in Canada 

Unionization in Canada 

Women Employed Outside the Home 

Women in Male-dominated Professions 

Spring 1992 
Spring 1991 

Spring 1990 

Spring 1989 

Summer 1987 

Autumn 1986 

Summer 1988 

Autumn 1992 

Autumn 1990 
Winter 1991 

Autumn 1991 

Summer 1988 

Autumn 1987 

Spring 1987 
Autumn 1987 

Spring 1988 
Autumn 1988 

Autumn 1990 

Autumn 1989 

Spring 1992 

Spring 1990 

Summer 1990 

Spring 1989 
Spring 1987 

Spring 1987 

Winter 1988 

Autumn 1986 

Spring 1988 
Autumn 1986 

Summer 1986 

Spring 1989 

Autumn 1986 
Autumn 1987 

Spring 1993 

Spring 1988 

Summer 1989 

Winter 1987 
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Women in Professional Occupations: Spring 1989 Employment of Humanities and Summer 1989 
Progress in the 1980s Science Graduates 

Women in the Workplace Spring 1993 Foreign Students Summer 1986 

Work Injuries Summer 1987 Foreign Students at Canadian Universities Summer 1989 

Working Teens Winter 1994 French Immersion Autumn 1986 
French Immersion Programs Autumn 1991 

INCOME Low Educational Attainment in Canada, Spring 1987 
1975-1985 

Mature Students Autumn 1992 
Average Expenditure of Urban Canadians Summer 1987 

Part-time Adult Training Winter 1988 
Changes in Real Wages Spring 1994 

Part-time University Enrolment Summer 1987 
Children and Elderly People: Sharing Public Summer 1992 

Private Education Summer 1986 Income Resources 
Children in Low-income Families Winter 1986 

Program Choices of Foreign University Students Autumn 1989 
Reading Skills Winter 1990 

Dual-earner Families: The New Norm Spring 1989 
Reading Skills of the Immigrant Population Autumn 1992 

Food Banks Spring 1992 
School Leavers Autumn 1993 

Income of Canada's Seniors Autumn 1988 University Enrolment in the 1980s Winter 1989 
Lone Parenthood: Gender Differences Winter 1992 Women in School Administration Autumn 1990 
Losing Ground: Wages of Young People, Summer 1989 Women Teaching at Canadian Universities Summer 1988 

1981 -1 986 

Low Income in Canada Spring 1987 HEALTH 
Married and Unmarried Couples: Summer 1991 

The Tax Question 
Accidents Summer 1990 

Measuring Low Incomes in Canada Summer 1992 AIDS Winter 1991 
Parents and Children Living with Low Incomes Winter 1992 Into the 1990s 
Retirement Income Programs in Canada Winter 1986 Knowledge, Attitudes and Behaviours in Alberta 

The Decline of Real Family Income, Winter 1986 AIDS in Canada Summer 1988 
1980-1 984 Alcohol and Drug Consumption Among Autumn 1992 

Where does the Money Go? Spending Patterns Winter 1994 Canadian Youth 
of Canadian Households, 1969-1 992 Alcohol and Drug Use Spring 1991 

Cardiovascular Disease, Cancer and Winter 1988 
EDUCATION 	- 

Life Expectancy 
Changing Health Risks Summer 1986 

1976 and 1982 Postsecondary Graduates: Autumn 1987 Children with Disabilities Winter 1990 
Selected Highlights of Their Disabilities Among Children Winter 1993 
Labour Force Experience 

Drug Use Among Senior Canadians Summer 1994 
A Select Few: Canada's Ph.D. Population Winter 1988 

Early Childhood Mortality, 1926-1986 Summer 1991 
Changes in Educational Attainment Summer 1990 

Hospital Care in the 21st Century Winter 1989 
Community Colleges: An Alternative Winter 1986 

Increased Life Expectancy, 1921 -1 981 Summer 1987 to Universities 
Computer Literacy Winter 1990 

Indian Mortality Winter 1989  
Education in Canada: Selected Highlights Autumn 1986 

Lifestyle Risks: Smoking and Drinking in Canada 	Spring 1987 
 
Occupational Stress Autumn 1992 Educational Achievement: An International Autumn 1993 

Comparison Organ Donation and Transplantation Spring 1993 

Educational Attainment of Linguistic Groups Spring 1991 Physical Fitness Summer 1992 
in Canada Profile of Canadians with Disabilities Autumn 1990 
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Provincial Differences in Health Practices Summer 1994 Violent Crime Summer 1988 

Residential Care Autumn 1989 Violent Victimization Summer 1990 

Seniors with Disabilities Spring 1991 Violent Youth Crime Autumn 1992 

Sleep Patterns Winter 1990 Wife Abuse Spring 1988 

Sleep Problems: Whom do They Affect? Winter 1992 Wife Assault in Canada Autumn 1994 

Surgery Among Elderly People Summer 1991 Young Offenders Autumn 1990 

The Decline in Cardiovascular Disease Mortality Autumn 1989 

The Decline of Stroke Mortality Autumn 1987 CULTURE 
The Incidence of Sexually Transmitted Summer 1987 

Disease in Canada Canadian Content in the Cultural Marketplace Summer 1993 
Therapeutic Abortion in Canada Spring 1988 Canadians Travelling Abroad Autumn 1991 
Trends in Cancer Since 1970 Summer 1988 Commuting Time Winter 1990 
Trends in Health Status and Practices, Winter 1993 Eating Out Summer 1989 

Canada and the United States 
How Canadians Spend Their Day Winter 1989 

Trends in Low Birth Weight Spring 1993 
Passenger Traffic on Commercial Air Services Spring 1988 

Trends in Suicide Winter 1988 
Performing Arts Winter 1990 

Well-being of Older Canadians Summer 1992 
Periodical Publishing in Canada Summer 1992 

What Canadians are Eating Winter 1990 
Public Libraries Winter 1989 

JUSTICE Television Viewing Autumn 1989 
- 

Tempus Fugit ... Are you Time Crunched? Winter 1993 

Albertans Opinions on Street Prostitution Summer 1994 
The Film Industry in Canada Summer 1988 

 

Canada's Court System Summer 1992 
Time Use of Canadians in 1992 Autumn 1993 

Canada's Prison Population Summer 1987 
Time Use of the Elderly Summer 1990 

 
Travel Within Canada Summer 1988 

Canada's Shelters for Abused Women Autumn 1994 

Compensation for Victims of Crime Winter 1986 MISCELLANEOUS 
Drug Crimes Spring 1991 

Homicide Summer 1990 Behind the Wheel: Canadians and Autumn 1994 
Homicide in Canada Winter 1987 Their Vehicles 
Household Property Crime Spring 1990 Charitable Donations Summer 1992 
Illegal Drug Use in Canada Winter 1988 Environmental Practices of Canadian Spring 1993 
Impaired Driving Offences Spring 1989 Households 

Legal Aid in Canada Summer 1987 Expanding the Choices Summer 1986 

Missing Children Spring 1992 Fire! Autumn 1994 
Loss of Prime Agricultural Land: The Example Summer 1988 

Motor Vehicle Crimes Autumn 1994 of Southern Ontario 
Perceptions of the Justice System Winter 1990 Lotteries in Canada Autumn 1988 
Policing in Canada Summer 1990 Motor Vehicles and Air Pollution Spring 1992 
Street Prostitution in Canada Summer 1994 New Necessities: Popular Household Autumn 1988 
Trends in the Crime Rate in Canada, 1970-1985 Autumn 1986 Appliances 

Violence in the Family Autumn 1989 Private Transportation Spring 1989 
Family Homicide Voting and Contributing: Political Participation Winter 1992 
Male Violence in the Home in Canada 
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With its broad scope and solid facts, Health Reports is 
quickly gaining recognition as an authority on health 
developments and concerns. It's an essential resource if you 
plan, establish, deliver or evaluate programs and projects - if 
you have a vested interest in health-related issues. 
Dont just be informed! Know 
that your information is both 
current and sound. Get 
Health Reports for leading-
edge information on 
Canadians health and 
Canadian healthcare. 
Subscribe today. 
Health Reports 
(catalogue number 
82-0030XPB) is $112 	' 
annually in Canada, 
US$136 in the United States 
and US$160 in other countries. 

Fi
llowtheleadof hundreds of professinals 
n health care, research, insurance and 
olicymaking who look to Health Reports 

or reliable facts and figures. Issued four times 
a sear, this periodical combines Statistics Canada's 
1ringent standards of data accuracy and timeliness 

with practical features. Each volume contains: 

•h:ghlights of newly released data 
• news of recent publications and updates 
• crisp and incisive articles 
• information on specialized tabulations 

and custom data 

C__ncise text, instructive charts and easy-to-read 
tables make for a balanced blend of essential 
Liata and straightforward analysis. Each issue of 
Health Reports is written by the analysts of the 
Canadian Centre for Health Information with 
original contributions from outside specialists. This 
mparts a particularly candid flavour 

and results in a stimulating approach 
to a wide range of topics like: 

• women and cardiovascular 
disease 

• health care for seniors 
• recent findings on cancer, 

heart disease and tuberculosis 
• mortality by occupation 
• health risks and social status 

To order, write: Statistics Canada 
Marketing Division 
Sales and Service 
120 Parkdale Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6 

or contact the nearest Statistics Canada Reference Centre listed 
in this publication. If more convenient, fax your order to 
1-613-951-1584 or call toll-free 1-800-267-6677 and use your 
VISA or MasterCard. 
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POPULATION 
26,203.8 26,549.7 26894.8 27.3793 27790.6 28.1201 28.5422 	'' 28.9406 PR 

Annual gwwlli k) 1.0 1.3 1.3 1.8 1.5 - 	1.2 PD 1.5 PD 14PR 

Immigration 1  88,639 130,813 152,413 178,152 202,979 219,250 241,810 F  264,967 R 

50,595 47,707 40.978 40.395 39.760 43,692 IA 45.633 PO 43,992 PR 

FAMILY  
iii 	. 	, 	'1 	1.000) 

Marriage rate (per 1,000) 
14.7 
6.7 R 

144 
6.9 A 

14.5 
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LABOUR FORCE  
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12,486 
3,740 
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3626 

12,340 
3.423 

12,240 
3,307 

12,383 
3,302 

- service sector (000s) 8,054 8,308 8.550 8,745 8,946 8.917 8,933 9.082 
Total unemployment (000$) 1,215 1,150 1,031 1,018 1.109 1.417 1,556 1,562 
Unemployment rate (%) 9.5 8.8 7.8 7.5 8.1 10,3 11,3 11.2 
Part-time employment (%) 15,5 15.2 15.4 15,1 15,4 16.4 16.8 17.3 
Women's participation rate (%) 55.3 56.4 57,4 57.9 58.4 58.2 57.6 57.5 
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HEALTH 
0/0 of deaths due to cardiovascular disease 	- 	men 41.4 40.5 39.5 39.1 37.3 37.1 37.1 
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GOVERNMENT 
Expenditures on social programmes 2 	(1991 S000.000) 166581.0 169,773.5 174,328.5 181,2270 188,899.1 196,775.1 
- as a % of total expenditures 564 56 1 563 55.9 56.6 585 
-as a % of GOP 26.1 25,5 24.8 25.2 26.7 29.1 * 
UI_beneficiaries_(000s) 3,136.7 3.079,9 3,016.4 3,025.2 3,261.0 3,663.0 3,658,0 3,415,5 
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
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Aiirru.iI 	jnilaiiwi 	rate 	'° 

+33 
4.2 

+42 
4.4 

+50 
4.0 

+24 
5.0 

-0.2 
4.8 

-17 	, 
5.6 1.5 

+07+24 
1.8 

Urban housing starts 170,863 215,340 189,635 183,323 150,620 130,094 140,126 129,988 
- Not available 	Not yet available 	P Preliminary data 	E Estimate 	m Figures as of March 
PD Final postcensal estImates 	 PP Preliminary postcensal estimates 	PR Updated postcensal estimates 
1 For year ending June30 
21ncludes Protection of Persons and Property: Health; Social Services: Education; Recreation and Culture. 

IA Revised intercensal estimates 
A Revised data 	F Final data 
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For enquiries and information call the 
Statistics Canada Regional Office 
nearest you: 

Catalogue No. Title Price 

In Canada Else- 
($Cdn.) where 

11-402E Canada Year Book $59.95 United States 

US $72.00 

Other Countries 

US $84.00 

13-208 Family Incomes, Census $27.00 United States 

Families US $33.00 

Other Countries 

US $38.00 

71-201 Historical Labour Force $74.00 United States 

Statistics US $89.00 

Other Countries 

US $104.00 

89-511 E Youth in Canada $37.00 United States 

US $44.00 

Other Countries 

US $52.00 

91-530E Migration Between the $15.00 United States 

United States and Canada US $18.00 

Other Countries 

US$21.00 

To order publications, dial tall-tree 1-800-267-6677 

- - 	-.-- ------- 	-----.- 

1*(1 11,  L'1*1 L4!'1 ;' 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 

	
Mental Health Statistics 

$1 5/US$1 8/US$21 
	

$1 5/US$1 8/US$21 

Cat. No. 89-531 E 
Canadian National Child Care Study: 
Patterns of Child Care in 
One- and Two-parent 
Families 
$25/US$30/US$35 

Newfoundland, Labrador, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island 
Halifax. Nova Scotia - 1-902-426-5721 ii 
1-800-565-7192 
Fax number 1-902-426-9538 

Quebec 
Montréal, Québec — 1-514-283-5725 or 
1 -800-361 -2831 
Fax number 1-514-283-9350 

Ontario 
Toronto. Ontario — 1-416-973-6586 or 
1-800-263-1136 
Fax number 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba — 1 -204-983-4020 or 
1-800-661-7828 
Fax number 1-204-983-7543 

Saskatchewan 
Regina, Saskatchewan 1-306-780-5405 or 
1-800-667-7164 
Fax number 1-306-780-5403 

Alberta and Northwest Territories 
Edmonton, Alberta - 1 -.103-495-3027 or 
1 -800-563-7828 
Fax number 1-403-495-5318 

Southern Alberta 
Calgary, Alberta 1-403-292-6717 or 
1 -800-563-7828 
Fax number 1-403-292-4958 

British Columbia and Yukon 
Vancouver, Brrtish Columbia 
1-604-666-3691 or 
1-800-663-1551 
Fax number 1 -604-666-4863 

National Capital Region 
1-613-951-8116 
Fax number 1-613-951-0581 

Standards of Service to the Public 
To maintain quality service to the public, Statistics 
Canada follows established standards covering Sta-
tistical products and services, delivery of statislical 
information, cost-recovered services and service to 
respondents. To obtain a copy of these service stan-
dards, please contact your nearest Statistics Canada 
Regional Reference Centre. 

ye On lisp ,
oeo 

Make sure we know where to find 	- 
you by filling out the inserted reply 
Card in the centre of the publication. 
If the reply card is no longer 
attached, please forward the neces-
sary information (Subscriber's 
name, old address, new address. 
telephone number and client refer-
ence number) to. 

'1arkeli,.g Pitislon 
Sales arid Serkes 
Slas isi ics ('am.da. 
OIIau a. Ondarlo 

K I .% 016 

We require six weeks advance 
notice to ensure uninterrupted lie-
livery, so please keep us informed 
when you're on the move! 

Cat. No. 81 -229 
Education in Canada 
$54/US$65/US$76 

Cat. No. 81 -261 
International Student Participation 
in Canada's Education 
$22/US$27/US$31 
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1993/1994 
agues produces some great 
OflCS will you use? The 
book can help you 
k)re yOU commit any more 
Jeveloping your strategy. 

ITK)St comprchensive 
iurn on Canadian 
ie businesses that serve 
out to identify, define and 
:get markets. 

1 . . 
ic and dem )graphic Profiles of 

revenue and expenditure data for retailers 
and small businesses? 

I ne Market Research Handbook has it all. 	and more. 
The fastest   It provides information 

ivay to get 01991 Census information 
U personal expenditures on goods and services 

0 	to a •Size and composition of households and families • wages, salaries and employment 

f start •investment in Canadian industries good • labour force in various industries • industry and consumer priCeS 
It has been one of our bestsellers since I 9 7 	for the simple reason that it offers 
such a range and depth of market data. Save time and money when voure 
looking for data or data sources, keep the Market Research Handbook 
close at hand for easy reference. 
The Market Research Handbook (Cat. no. 63-22-0 is $94 (plus T % 651) in Canada, US$113 
in the United Sraes and US.S 112 in other countries. 

10 order, write to Statistics Canada, Marketing Division, Publication Sales, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K I A ()T6 or contact the nearest Statistics Canada Reference Centre listed in this publication. 

Ii more convenient. fix 	'our order to (613) 9 	1-1 5R4. Or call roll-free I -8OO-26-6oP 
and Use v nir VISA or \IasterCard 



Then Canadian Social Trends is the acquisition for you. 
A first on the Canadian scene, this journal is claiming interna-
tional attention from the people who need to know more 
about the social issues and trends of this country. 

Drawing on a wealth of statistics culled from hundreds of 
documents, Canadian Social Trends looks at Canadian popu-
lation dynamics, crime, education, social security, health, 
housing, and more. 

For social policy analysts, for trendwatchers on the govern-
ment or business scene, for educators and students, 
Canadian Social Trends provides the information for an 
improved discussion and analysis of Canadian social issues. 

Published four times a year, Canadian Social Trends also fea-
tures the latest social indicators, as well as information about 
new products and services available from Statistics Canada. 

Canadian Social Trends (cat no. 1 1-008E) is $34 in Canada, 
US $41 in the United States and US $48 in other countries. 

For faster service, fax your order to 1-613-951-1584 or call toll 
free 1 -800-267-6677 and use your VISA or MasterCard. 
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