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WHAT IS THE ADULT NATIONAL 
IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE 
SURVEY (aNICS)?
aNICS is a survey conducted by the Environics Research Group on behalf of the Public Health 
Agency of Canada . It measures the percentage of Canadian adults that have received the 
recommended vaccines for adults.

WHY CONDUCT THIS SURVEY?
Results from national immunization coverage surveys provide information about how well 
Canadians are protected against vaccine preventable diseases as well as what they know 
and think about vaccines.

Survey results are used to:

•	 Measure progress towards achieving Canada’s national vaccination coverage goals.

•	 Assess how well vaccination programs are working, and how they could be improved.

•	 Report Canada’s vaccination coverage to the World Health Organization (WHO).

KEY RESULTS
What did the 2016 aNICS results tell us regarding 
the percentage of Canadians vaccinated against 
tetanus and pertussis?
•	 54% of adults reported having been vaccinated against tetanus

•	 Among individuals who have been treated for a wound in the last decade (n = 946), 
82% reported having received a tetanus vaccine.

•	 Only 10% of adults reported having received the pertussis vaccine

It is important for adults to keep their tetanus immunization up-to-date. They should have 
a booster shot every 10 years for continuing protection.

All adults should receive one booster dose for pertussis vaccine (Tdap vaccine) if they were not 
previously immunized in adulthood. It is particularly important for adults having regular contact 
with an infant to be immunized and to receive a dose of Tdap vaccine at least two weeks before 
being in contact with a baby.

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/vaccination-coverage-goals-vaccine-preventable-diseases-reduction-targets-2025.html
http://www.who.int
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/vaccine-preventable-diseases/tetanus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/vaccine-preventable-diseases/pertussis-whooping-cough.html
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Did Canada meet its national vaccination coverage goals?
National vaccination coverage goals to be achieved by 2025 apply to adult vaccines as follows:

•	 Achieve 80% vaccination coverage (one dose) of a pneumococcal vaccine among adults 
65 years of age and older.

•	 Achieve 80% vaccination coverage (one dose per season) of an influenza vaccine among 
adults aged 65 years of age and older and among adults 18–64 years of age with high 
risk conditions.

Results of aNICS 2016 indicate that national vaccination goals were not achieved.

For the seasonal influenza vaccine, 41% of adults 18–64 years of age with a chronic medical 
condition, and 65% of adults 65 years of age and older reported being vaccinated [Figure 1].

FIGURE 1: Reported Influenza Vaccine Coverage, 2004–2016
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https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization-vaccine-priorities/national-immunization-strategy/vaccination-coverage-goals-vaccine-preventable-diseases-reduction-targets-2025.html?wbdisable=true
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For the pneumococcal vaccine, 42% of adults 65 years of age and older reported being 
vaccinated [Figure 2].

FIGURE 2: Reported Pneumococcal Vaccine Coverage, 2004–2016
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Do Canadians know enough about vaccines?
•	 Most adults (79%) reported that they knew enough about the benefits of vaccines.

•	 While 88% of individuals believed they were up-to-date on their vaccinations, only 3% of 
respondents reported having received the correct number of vaccines for their age/risk group.
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Did you know?
•	 Some adults may have missed one or more of their vaccines when they were a child. 

They may need to ‘catch-up’ and get these vaccines now.

•	 As we get older, the protection we had from previous vaccination can decrease for some 
diseases. Getting another dose (called a booster) can increase our immunity to provide 
the best protection.

•	 There are also diseases that are more common in adults, even healthy adults, 
such  as shingles. This is why additional vaccines are needed as we get older.

•	 Vaccines are safe and protect you and those around you from some diseases. 
They go through many tests before they can be used in Canada.

•	 Vaccines are not just for infants and children. Getting vaccinated gives adults 
the protection they need to stay healthy. Check with your health care provider 
to see if you are up-to-date with your vaccinations.

•	 Learn more about vaccine preventable diseases and vaccination for adults.

•	 Find out more about how vaccine works in Not just for Kids: An adult guide to vaccination

For more information about the adult National Immunization Coverage Survey (aNICS), 
or to request a PDF copy of the technical report, please contact us at:  
CIRC-CRCV@PHAC-ASPC.GC.CA.

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/vaccine-safety.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/vaccine-preventable-diseases.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/vaccination-adults.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/canadasite/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/just-kids-adult-guide-vaccination.html?_ga=2.43983463.398438850.1500907325-1354628063.1499885048.html
file:/\\NCR-A-PHACC1S\PHACC1\CIRID\SED-ICIS\Surveillance%20203\Coverage\Children%20Immunization%20coverage\2015%20Childhood%20NICS\Rapport\Web%20Summary\CIRC-CRCV%40PHAC-ASPC.GC.CA
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