
Residential construction

Residential construction will reach a
peak in 2004 (6,000 units) before slowing
down next year (5,000 units).

The all-time low mortgage rates,
the strong employment growth in 2002
and the lack of available units on the
existing home market will continue to be
the driving force behind the increase in
activity. Freehold housing starts are
expected to attain 3,300 units in 2004.
For next year, the recent pause observed
in employment and the rise in prices will
slow down the pace to 3,100 units.

The rental housing segment will post
the most spectacular increase in 2004,
with a gain of 1,700 apartments. Many units
will result from the government assistance
programs. In 2005, the less tight
conditions on the rental market will bring
the volume of apartment starts back
down to 1,100 units.

One segment where demand is strong,
the condominium market, will show a

solid performance of 1,000 new units in
2004. However, the rapid rise in inventory
levels, on both the new and existing home
markets, will bring about a decrease in
this type of construction to 800 units in
2005.

Resale market

Sales recorded through the Multiple
Listing Service (MLS) will post a small
rebound in 2004 with the arrival of new
units for sale on the market. In the last
few quarters, the good employment
performance, favourable mortgage rates
and income growth had supported
demand, but this demand could not be
fully expressed, on account of the short
supply.

Despite the price hikes that were
observed, properties remain affordable,
and 6,800 transactions are anticipated on
the market this year. In 2005, the recent
downturn in employment, the increase in
prices and the rise in interest rates will
limit the level of activity to 6,500 sales.

Given that the market is still
favourable to sellers, the median price for
single-detached houses will rise by 8.4 per
cent in 2004 and 3.8 per cent in 2005.

Rental market

The Québec area has the tightest
rental market in Canada, with a vacancy
rate of 0.5 per cent.

The favourable youth employment
conditions and the aging of the population
are generating a very strong demand for
rental housing.

However, the arrival of many units in
recent years will drive up the proportion
of vacant units to 1.0 per cent in 2004
and 1.8 per cent in 2005.

As for rent levels, the increase
expected for 2004 is 3.0 per cent. This
hike will be partly due to the scarcity of
available dwellings. A comparable increase
is anticipated in 2005, as well.

Employment and economy

The labour market, which has been
progressing more modestly since 2003,
will regain some vigour, as 2,800 jobs will
be created in 2004. For 2005, the increase
will attain 1.0 per cent (+3,700 jobs).
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