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A Weekly Review

Friday, June 25, 1999 Exports and imports both decline

OVERVIEW

March and dropping exports back to February levels. This

Exports declined in April by 0.9%, offsetting the increase in
decline resulted primarily from a sharp drop in automobile

exports to the United States, which occurred despite record sales

¢ Exports and Imports both decline in both the United States and Canada. Imports, meanwhile,
Exports declined back to February levels in April, continued the downward trend that began last November by slipping
primarily due to a sharp drop in auto exports to the 0.3% in April. This occurred despite a sharp increase in crude oil
United States. Imports, meanwhile, continued their imports, which rose for a third straight month. The merchandise
downward trend that began last November. trade balance fell almost $200 million in April, from a revised
] ) . $2.6 billion in March down to $2.4 billion.
¢ Transportation costs lift CPI again In April, exports of cars tumbled 13.3%. Both export prices and
In May, as in April, increased transportation costs volumes were down. However, auto exports were still 22.4%
were the primary cause of an annual inflation rate in higher than in April 1998, due to the addition of new assembly
consumer prices of 1.6%. lines in Canada. Truck exports also fell slightly, with volume
dropping 3.3%. However, April saw record sales of certain truck
& Capacity use up another notch models to the United States.
Industries increased their use of production capacity Energy product exports climbed significantly between

in the first quarter. This second consecutive quarterly ~ November 1998 and April 1999, more than offsetting a decline
rise came on the heels of strong export demand and that occurred from August to November 1998. Chiefly, these

increased consumer confidence. trading fluctuations are attributable to changes in prices, which are
sensitive to OPEC supply quotas. Quotas also affected the flow of

& Shipments fall for third time in four forestry product exports in April, because the year’'s new lumber
months quotas came into effect. Exports of lumber to the United States

jumped, driving up the entire forestry sector. This was a pure

After growing strongly in March, manufacturers’ volume effect (+20.5%) as prices declined slightly (-1.8%).

shipments fell in April by 0.8%. The drop was
concentrated in the motor vehicle, railway rolling
stock and food industries. Merchandise trade balance

& Cars push new vehicle sales higher $ billions, seasonally adjusted

In April, new motor vehicle sales rose 1.5%. This
followed a brisk advance in March. Heavy sales of
cars, especially imports, pushed sales higher in April.

¢ Trend toward healthier eating

continues

Canadians are eating more according to the 1998 data 0

on the amount of food available for consumption. At M J 3 3 A
the same time, they continue the trend toward healthier 1996 1997 1998 1999

eating, choosing lower-fat products.

(continued on page 2)
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... Exports and imports both decline

Although not as important as exports of lumber, exports of other
wood products (such as pre-notched wood and orienteg
strandboard) rose sharply, gaining 11.7% since January. This w3
chiefly due to the continuing construction boom on the West
Coast of the United States.

Agricultural and fishing product exports fell for a second

Note to readers

Merchandise trade is one component of the current accoupt of
s Canada’s balance of payments, which also includes trade in
services.

of total imports of sheet metal, plummeted from $37 million last

consecutive month in April. Sharp drops in canola exports tONO\_/er_nber to $5.3 million tt}'s April (not revised for seasonal
China and more competitive pricing by European canola exporteré’a”at'ons)’ a plunge of 86.1%.

may have been factors. Unusual decreases in exports of herring Imports of “other consumer goods” fell 2.6% in April, mainly
and other prepared fish products to the United States alsdecause of lower imports of highly variable trading commodities,
contributed to the decline. such as pharmaceuticals and works of art. April's lower imports
é)f auto products were partly offset by a third consecutive increase
in truck imports, reflecting extremely high sales in Canada of
1g:ertain models for personal use. The higher imports of crude oll

lower exports of cars were to blame, as were lower exports ol Stel (+27.8% since January) are more a result of higher prices
uranium and fertilisers, but this was mitigated by the recovery in y 070 S uary 9 ) P
than volumes. Aircraft imports rebounded from March’s steep

forestry product exports and by strong crude oil exports. Export . .
to Japan seemed to recover slightly, rising for a third straighfss'O% drop, recovering to aimost the same level as in February.

month. On the import side, imports from the United States edgedAvailable on CANSIM: matrices 3618, 3619, 3651, 3685-3699,
down, as gold and auto parts imports dropped. Imports from the3701-3711, 3713, 3720, 3887-3913, 8430-8435 and 8438-8447.

European Union declined because pf .Iower imports _of autos frc_)m-|-he April 1999 issue dfanadian international merchandise
Germany, computers from Great Britain and crude oil from Spam-trade(paper: 65-001-XPB, $19/$188: Internet: 65-001-XIB, $14/
Overall, imports of industrial goods dropped in April. This $141) includes tables by commodity and country. Current account
decline, which followed a slight recovery in March, was primarily data are available quarterly i@anada’s balance of international
due to lower imports of gold, hydraulic valves, auto componentspayments(67-001-XPB, $38/$124). For further information,
and organic gardening products. Tariffs on steel imports fromcontact Jocelyne Elibani (613-951-9647 or 1-800-294-5583),
several countries appeared to be affecting commercial trade. Fdinternational Trade Division. See also “Current trends” on
example, steel imports from Russia, which accounted for 32.0%page 8.

Among Canada’s trading partners, exports to the United State
fell sharply in April after reaching record levels in March. The

‘
Transportation costs lift CPI again Consumer Price Index, May 1999
ONSUMETs paid 1.6% more in May than they did a year% change from previous year, not seasonally adjusted
. 0
‘ earlier for the goods and services contained in the " All- Food  Shelter Trantsrt{or- Energy
Consumer Price Index (CPI) basket. As in April, this ems aton
Iqtest upward movement in the a_n_nual rate was pnmanly du_e 10 snada 16 16 11 ”g 30
higher transportation costs. Specifically, it reflected higher prices - dland 1q 15 13 1 L5
for gasoline and air transport. However, the overall increase iNpgnce Edward Isiand o8 oe oy 607 29
the CPI was mitigated by lower prices for computer equipmentNova Scotia 1.3 1.4 0.6 2.3 0.4
i ! i i i New Brunswick 17 24 0.7 2.8 2.2
and telephone sergnces. May’s anngal inflation rate was sllghtlyQuebec 13 oo 0o 59 55
lower than the 1.7% recorded in April. Ontario 18 27 15 55 58
Generally, tighter supplies of crude oil on world markets yanoba e 55 52 38 e
pushed the price of gasoline up 5.0% compared with the price imiberta 22 1.2 2.4 3.2 4.9
i i i 0 i British Columbia 0.7 1.2 -1.0 33 3.7
May 1998. Prices fo_r air transport Jump_ed 16.7%, mainly due L]yt 0o o Ta s 4
price increases for flights in North America. vYellowknife 06 07 04 44 11

The CPI rose from April to May by 0.3%. Higher prices for
traveller accommodation and gasoline also contributed to the Among the provinces, the highest annual inflation rate occurred
monthly increase. The seasonal nature of tourism in Canada i Alberta (+2.2%). The lowest rate was in British Columbia
reflected in May’s price hike for traveller accommodation (+0.7%). From April to May, Alberta also led the provinces with
(+11.3%). Strong demand in Ontario, Alberta and British a CPlincrease of 0.7%. No province registered an overall decline
Columbia led to higher room rates for hotels and motels. Gasolingn its consumer price level on a monthly basis. However, the CPI
prices advanced 1.2%, a slowdown compared with the 8.5%for Prince Edward Island was unchanged from April to May.

monthly jump seen in April. Available on CANSIM: matrices 9940-9970.

From April to May, a 2.9% drop in prices for women’s clothing, The May 1999 issue Bhe Consumer Price Indeg62-001-XPB,

a 2.5% reduction in prices for homeowners’ repairs and11/$103) is now available. For further information, contact
maintenance, and a 2.8% decline in prices for bakery products alkjient Services (613-951-9606; fax: 613-951-1539;

exerted downward pressure on the overall inflation rate. infounit@statcan.ca), Prices Division. See also “Current trends”
on page 8.
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Capacity use up another notch

n the first quarter, industries increased their use of productior
I capacity for a second consecutive quarter. The latestincreag
came on the heels of strong export demand and highe
consumer confidence. In the first quarter, firms operated at 83.19
of capacity, up half a percentage point from the last quarter of
1998. Signs of inflation still appear to be in abeyance, for the
most part, despite high rates of capacity use.

Manufacturers posted a second consecutive increase in the
rate of capacity use with a rise of 1.0 percentage points in the firg|
guarter, increasing the rate to 85.7%. This brings the rate fo
manufacturing to less than half a percentage point below the mog
recent peak of 86.1% in the first quarter of 1995. Fourteen of the
22 industry groups in manufacturing raised their rates of capacity

Note to readers

An industry’s capacity use is the ratio of its actual output tq its
estimated potential output. Statistics Canada derives estimates
of an industry’s potential output from measures of its cagital
stock. Since 1987, Statistics Canada has surveyed comganies
for their estimates of annual capacity use, in order to produce
survey-based industry measures. A company’s measure|of its
level of operation, as a percentage of potential, takes |nto
account changes in the obsolescence of facilities, capitafl-to-
labour ratios and other characteristics of production
techniques. The surveyed rates anchor the calculated quafterly
series and ensure that the data series reflect such chapges.
The rates of capacity use have been revised back to the first
quarter of 1997.

use.

Responding to strong demand from the United States, producer
of telecommunications equipment boosted their output in the first
quarter. This raised the rate of capacity use in the electrical ant
electronic products group of industries. Steel mills were mainly
responsible for the first quarter's surge of output in the primary

metals industries, where the rate of capacity use grew
6.1 percentage points. Refineries continued to escalate their us
of capacity in the first quarter, and so the industry group operatec
at 97.9% of capacity—a historic peak. The wood industries held
their rate of capacity use steady at 86.4%. Quota restrictions ol

exports of softwood lumber to the United States forced many
sawmills to shut down in the quarter.

The machinery industries’ rate of capacity use fell in the first

quarter to 71.9%. This was 19.5 percentage points below the

Industrial capacity utilization rates,  first quarter 1999

% % point % point
change, change,
previous previous

quarter year
Total, non-farm goods-producing
industries 83.1 0.5 -0.3
Logging and forestry 84.4 -1.9 -0.6
Mining (including milling) and quarrying 77.2 35 -7.8
Crude oil and natural gas 69.9 -3.4 -8.5
Manufacturing 85.7 1.0 1.7
Wood 86.4 0.0 3.5
Furniture and fixtures 86.4 -0.7 -6.9
Primary metals 92.1 6.1 0.0
Machinery 719 -2.8 -17.6
Electrical and electronic products 88.2 5.6 9.0
Non-metallic mineral products 93.6 3.9 7.2
Beverages 91.1 1.8 4.4
Textile products 79.9 3.0 5.5
Paper and allied products 90.6 3.0 3.2
Refined petroleum and coal products 97.9 13 4.6
Chemical and chemical products 82.0 -1.1 -3.5
Construction 83.2 0.5 -1.1
Gas distribution 74.1 3.6 22
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most recent peak of 91.4% in the third quarter of 1997. The drop
reflects a succession of quarterly declines in the output of this
group of industries, a result of slumping domestic and foreign
demand.

In non-manufacturing industries, the first-quarter changes in
capacity use rates were mixed. Residential building activity
drove capacity use in the construction industry up 0.5 percentage
points. Buoyed by activity in mining services and growing
diamond production, the mining and quarrying industries increased
their rate of capacity use. However, producers of crude oil and
natural gas cut production and capacity use. After two successive
quarterly increases, the logging and forestry industry cut its rate
of capacity use due to reduced demand, sawmill shutdowns and
record snowfalls in British Columbia.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 3140.

For further information, contact Susanna Wood (613-951-0655)
or Richard Landry (613-951-2579), Investment and Capital Stock
Division.
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Shipments decline for third time

in four months

anufacturers’ shipments fell 0.8% in April to
IVI $39.5 billion. This third decline in four months

followed a strong increase in March. April’s drop was
concentrated in the motor vehicle, railway rolling stock and food
industries. However, despite the slower pace of growth, the trenc
of manufacturers’ shipments remains positive. Shipments in April
were above the April 1998 level by 5.9%. Unfilled orders slipped
in April, whereas inventories edged upward. Employment in the
manufacturing sector edged up in May, but it has changed only
slightly since February. In the April Business Conditions Survey,
84% of manufacturers’ reported that they expect production to 44 | —

remain the same or to increase during the second quarter.

In April, manufacturers’ shipments fell in 8 provinces and
territories and in 13 of the 22 major industries, representing
74.4% of the total value of shipments. Shipments in the motor
vehicle industry declined 3.6%. They have levelled off lately,
after increasing strongly throughout last fall. The railway rolling
stock industry’s shipments dropped 42.4%, returning to more
normal levels after stronger than normal shipments in February
and March. The industry experienced some labour difficulties in
April. The decline in the food industry (-2.4%) was primarily a

result of less demand from China for canola oil.

Shipment growth occurred in the refined petroleum and coal
(+9.8%), aircraft and parts (+8.8%) and wood (+2.6%) industries.
The price of refined petroleum products jumped 9.1% in April

following an increase in March of 7.8%.

The backlog of unfilled orders fell for the fifth time in six

Note to readers

For the first time, separate non-seasonally adjusted data on
shipments from Nunavut are available.

Backlog of unfilled orders
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thought their current level of unfilled orders was about normal.

months, down 1.0% in April to $49.2 billion. The growth trend in The "hacklog of unfilled orders shrank in the transportation

unfilled orders has levelled off in recent months after rising equipment (-2.3%) and machinery (-2.5%) industries. The largest
strongly since the start of 1997. In April, 79% of manufacturers jncrease was seen in the fabricated metal products (+5.1%)

Manufacturers' shipments,  April 1999
Seasonally adjusted
$ millions % change,
previous month
Canada 39,454 -0.8
Newfoundland 156 -3.4
Prince Edward Island 82 -1.7
Nova Scotia 590 7.0
New Brunswick 674 1.9
Quebec 9,047 -0.1
Ontario 21,822 -1.3
Manitoba 875 -2.7
Saskatchewan 490 -4.4
Alberta 2,756 -0.3
British Columbia 2,961 -1.3
Yukon, Northwest Territories and
Nunavut 3 3.0

industry. Unfilled orders also rose in the electrical and electronic
products (+1.1%) and clothing (+7.0%) industries.

Inventories edged up 0.8% from March to $50.0 billion in
April. Gains were observed in all components of inventories, with
the largest increase reported in goods-in-process inventories
(+1.6%). The largest inventory buildups occurred in the electrical
and electronic products (+3.5%) and the refined petroleum and
coal (+8.5%) industries. The inventory-to-shipments ratio rose
from 1.25 in March to 1.27. The ratio, which has been following
a downward trend since July 1998, remains at historically low
levels.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 9550-9555, 9558, 9559, 9562-
9565, 9568-9579 and 9581-9595.

The April 1999 issue oMonthly Survey of Manufacturing
(31-001-XPB, $20/$196) presents the full report. Detailed data
on shipments by province are available on request. For further
information, contact Craig Kuntz (613-951-7092;
kuncrai@statcan.ca), Manufacturing, Construction and Energy
Division. See also “Current trends” on page 8.
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Cars push new vehicle sales

higher

eavy sales of passenger cars pushed new motor vehicl
H sales up in April by 1.5% to 128,222 units. April's sales
growth, which followed a sharp gain in March (+6.7%),
bolstered the upward trend of sales that began last Novembe
Compared with April 1998, sales of new vehicles were up 3.2%.

For a second consecutive month, the makers of new car
posted higher sales (+4.7%). April's sales growth following three
months of decline. Sales of imported cars surged from March tg
April by 20.7%. Imported cars accounted for about one-quarter
of total new car sales in April. This surge in imported car sales
was preceded by a period of stagnation going back to early 1998

Sales of North American-built cars, which have been stable since

Note to readers

Passenger cars include those used for personal and comm
purposes (such as taxis or rental cars). Trucks incl
minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks, v3
coaches and buses.

assembled in Canada, the United States or Mexico. All
new motor vehicles are considered imports (manufact
overseas).

For reasons of confidentiality, data for the Yukon,
Northwest Territories and Nunavut are included with
British Columbia data. Unless otherwise noted, all data
seasonally adjusted.

New vehicles built in North America include those madi

preial
Ide
ns,

or
ther
red

he
he
are

the beginning of 1997, rose in April by 0.8%. On a year-over-year

basis, sales were up for imported cars (+17.3%) and NorthNew motor vehicle sales

American-built cars (+0.9%).

Truck sales fell in April by 1.8% to 60,441 units. This decline
followed an 11.3% jump in March. April's decline was not
enough, however, to halt the upward trend in truck sales tha
began in early 1999. This period of higher truck sales was precede
by a downturn in the second half of 1998.

Comparing April 1999 sales with those a year earlier, there
was considerable variation by province (data not adjusted for
seasonality). Dealers in British Columbia posted the largest year
over-year sales gain for new vehicles (+14.1%) on higher sales o
both cars and trucks. Dealers also racked up yearly sales gains fi
new vehicles in Ontario (+7.7%), Newfoundland (+5.0%), New
Brunswick (+1.7%) and Nova Scotia (+1.3%). Sales declined
year-over-year, however, in the Prairie provinces (-11.2%), in
Prince Edward Island (-6.0%) and in Quebec (-1.3%).

Available on CANSIM: matrix 64.
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The April 1999 issue dfiew motor vehicle sale§3-007-XIB,

$13/$124) can be downloaded from the Internet at www.statcan.capistributive Trades Division. For analytical information, contact

To order data, or for general information, contact Client Services Clérance Kimanyi (613-951-3592; kimacle@statcan.ca),
(613-951-3549; 1 877 421-3067; retailinfo@statcan.ca), Distributive Trades Division.

‘

Trend toward healthier eating

continues
anadians are eating more according to the 1998 data o
the amount of food available for consumption. At the
same time, they continue the trend toward healthier eating
choosing lower-fat products.

Canadians also continue to enjoy frozen treats such as

Note to readers

These data represent the food available for consumption
the actual quantities of food consumed. This is becaus
data do not include losses in stores, households, pri
institutions or restaurants.

The 1998 consumption data for fruit and vegetables, oils
fats, and fish will be released in October.

not
p the
vate

and

milkshakes, ice cream and ice milk. However, ice cream has lost ] ] . ]

some ground over the last couple of years to its lower fat alternativebout fat intake are increasingly choosing low fat over standard
ice milk. Moreover, yogurt consumption in 1998 was more than varieties of milk. The general decrease in milk consumption can
8% greater than it was in 1997 (3.4 litres per person versud€ attributed to such factors as an ageing population with fewer

3.2 litres). Yogurt has shown a 65% increase in consumptionchildren, a growing ethnic population, which traditionally does
since the mid-1980s. not drink much milk, and a growing preference for other beverages

Despite th larity of f ik products. th t fsuch as soft drinks and juices. Per capita consumption of soft
espite the popularity of frozen milk products, the amount ol 4,5 i 1998 (114 litres) was close to 100% higher than it was in
fluid milk consumed, both as low- and full-fat varieties, continues the early seventies
to drop. In 1998, fluid milk consumption fell to 84.1 litres, down '

from 1997 by more than 5%. However, consumers concerned (continued on page 6)
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... Trend toward healthier eating continues Indeed, Canada’s growing population demands a variety of

Consumption of eggs, which had been decreasing for severaicodstuffs, not all of which can be supplied from domestic sources.

decades has bounced back since 1995. Last year, Canadians Jilis is reflected in the greater proportion of imported foods seen
an average of 15.2 dozen eggs per person, up from 1995 by 594 the net supply of foodoava|lable for consumption. For example,
Promotions by the egg industry and greater use of eggs in processé'a‘ports account for 88% of the fresh fruit consumed in Canada

foods have helped to raise egg consumption back to the level@nd 39% of the fresh vegetables. Imports of red meats, poultry
seen in the late 1980s. and eggs have also climbed, partly because of freer trade. For

o ] ) . example, imports accounted for 9% of Canadians’ red meat supply
After declining since the mid-1970s, average per capitajy 1985, That share doubled by 1998 to 18%. Similarly, over the
consumption of red meat increased in 1998. Much of this increasgame period, poultry imports as a share of total supply almost

can be attributed to demand for pork, which climbed last year bytripled from 5% to 14%, while imported eggs rose from a 5%
6.5% to 27.0 kilograms per person, as consumers responded t§hare to 11%.

greater supply and lower prices. Per capita consumption of red .

meat averaged 61.3 kilograms in 1998, up from 1997 by 2.9%Available on CANSIM: matrices 2260-2267.

Though stable, beef consumption remains the red meat of choic&@he publicationfFood consumption in Canada, part (paper:
among Canadian consumers. Nevertheless, consumption of a$2-229-XPB, $33; Internet: 32-229-XIB, $25), presents the
types of poultry was up in 1998. detailed report. It contains historical data on food consumption

Rice consumption has more than doubled over the past(from 1984 to 1998) for dairy products, beverages, eggs, pulses

15 years. In 1998, each Canadian ate 7.9 kilograms of rice, u@nd nuts, sugars and syrups, cereals, meats and poultry. It also
from 1997 by 1.7%. Rice continues to rise in popularity as anProvides details on food production, stocks, international trade,

alternative to potatoes and other side dishes. The doubling of ric@"d Supplies used by manufacturers. For further information,

oo i tact Debbie Dupuis (613-951-2553) or Patricia Chandler
consumption is due partly to the many convenient, packaged°" - voe .
selections in stores, as well as to the increasing demand for ricé013-951-2506; 1 800 465-1991; fax: 613-951-3868), Agriculture

from the growing segment of the population that has Asian roots P1ViSion.

‘

New from Statistics Canada

T e Canadian economic observer
: June 1999

The June issue of Statistics Canada’s flagship publication for economic stafiatieslian
economic observeanalyses current economic conditions, summarises the major ecopomic
events that occurred in May and presents a feature article on entertainment services.

A separate statistical summary contains a wide range of tables and charts on the grincipal
economic indicators for Canada, the provinces and the major industrial nations.

The June 1999 issue @fanadian economic observefl1-010-XPB, $23/$227) is noy
available. For further information, contact Cyndi Bloskie (613-951-3634; ceo@statcai.ca),
Current Economic Analysis Group.

1 Cazenly
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New from Statistics Canada

Justice factfinder
1997

The 1997 edition ofuristat: The justice factfindédrighlights findings from recent surveys and publications produced by the Canadian

Centre for Justice Statistics. Most of the data cover the period up to the end of 1997.

The information, presented in a question-and-answer format, is designed to respond in detail to questions concerniniper|me and

justice system frequently asked by the justice community, the media and the public. For example: Is crime really decheaas
kinds of motor vehicles are being stolen? How many homes are being broken into?

ing? W

This 13-page report also contains extensive information on victimization by strangers, victimization of children, Caphadians
satisfaction with their police forces, shelters for abused women and children, offences committed by youth, the treatment of yo

people in courts, the prison population and the parole system.

The publicationJuristat: The justice factfinder 199paper: 85-002-XPE, $10/$93; Internet at www.statcan.ca: 85-002-XIE
$70) is now available. For further information, contact Information and Client Services (1 800 387-2231 or 613-951

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.

Extraction system of agricultural statistics on CD-ROM
1999

The latest edition oExtraction system of agricultural statistics on CD-ROidIds an
extensive collection of the most requested physical and financial data on farming. The]
menu-driven system extracts data by census agricultural region, farm type and revenu
The 1999 edition contains a full year of new data, as well as an online user’s guid
reference manual.

The flexibility of a CD-ROM lets you organize and re-organize your report, perf
calculations and create graphs. You can also view selected tables on screen, print
export them for use in other applications. Whether you are interested in dairy produc
Quebec or off-farm income in Saskatchewan, this product lets you access all the dat
from your desktop.
The 1999 edition dExtraction system of agricultural statistics on CD-RO{@1F0001XCB, $625) is now available. An update
be purchased for $295. A 50% educational discount is also available. To order, contact your nearest Statistics Canadal
Reference Centre. For further information, contact Alain Bertrand (613-951-5027; bertala@statcan.ca) or Client Service
465-1991; agriculture@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

$8/
-9023),

an
Region,
5 (1 800
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Current trends

Gross domestic product
% change,

previous month
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Economic activity continued to advance in March (+0.3%),
extending the steady expansion that began in mid-1998.

Composite Index
% change,
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The growth of the leading indicator continued to improve,
with a gain of 0.7% in April.

Consumer Price Index

% change,
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Consumers paid 1.6% more for goods and services in
May 1999 than they did a year earlier. Food prices
rose 1.6%.

Unemployment rate

%

7 EEEEENI FEE NN SR NN NN NN AR
J J J M
1996 1997 1998 1999

In May, the number of people looking for work fell, pushing the
unemployment rate down 0.2 percentage points to 8.1%

Manufacturing
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Manufacturers’ shipments decreased 0.8% in April to
$39.5 billion. The backlog of unfilled orders slipped 1.0%
to $49.2 billion.

Merchandise trade
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In April, the value of merchandise exports edged down 0.9%
from March to $28.7 billion. Imports continued their downward
trend (-0.3%) to $26.3 billion.

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted except the Consumer Price Index.
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Latest statistics

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of the price indexes.
* new this week

T percentage point

.. figures not available yet due to a survey redesign

Infomat

A weekly review

R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. occurs inThe Daily(www.statcan.ca), available at 8:30 a.frhe Dailypresents

Editor: Tim Prichard (613) 951-1197; prictim@statcan.ca information. It also contains schedules of upcoming major news releases and an
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613) 951-1088; prevcha@statcan.c&'e Agency’s new products and services.

Price per ISSUE. paper version, $.4’ Internet version, $_3' Annual subscrlptlon.© Minister of Industry, 1999. All rights reserved. No part of this publication ma)
paper version, $145; Internet version, $109. Prices outside Canada are the SaM@yroduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any n
but are in U.S. dollars. All prices exclude sales tax. electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior wr,
permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ot
To subscribe: Send a money order or cheque payable to the ReceiveDntario, K1A 0T6, Canada.
General of Canada/Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division;
Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. To The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of Amg
order by telephone call (613) 951-7277, or 1 800 700-1033 both in Canada andNational Standard for Information Sciences — Permanence of Paper for H
outside of Canada. Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 — 1984.

Period Level Change, Changs,
previous previous
period year

GENERAL
Gross domestic product ($ billion, 1992) March 733.1 0.3% 214%
Composite Index (1981=100) May* 214.0 0.4% 4.0%
Operating profits of enterprises ($ billion) Q1 1999 . 3.1% .
Capacity utilization (%) Q1 1999 83.1 0.5t - 0.3t
DOMESTIC DEMAND
Retail trade ($ billion) April* 21.2 0.4% 2.7%
New motor vehicle sales (thousand of units) April 128.2 1.5% 32%
Wholesale trade ($ billion) April* 29.3 0.0% 5.1%
LABOUR
Employment (millions) May 14.64 -0.1% 2.5%
Unemployment rate (%) May 8.1 - 0.2t -0.3f
Participation rate (%) May 65.7 -0.3t 0.6t
Average weekly earnings ($) March 605.47 0.0% - 0[3%
Help-wanted Index (1996=100) May 157 0.9% 10.0%
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Merchandise exports ($ billion) April* 28.7 - 0.9% 8.5%
Merchandise imports ($ billion) April* 26.3 -0.3% 4.7
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billion) April* 2.4 -0.2 11
MANUFACTURING
Shipments ($ billion) April 39.5 - 0.8% 5.9%6
New orders ($ billion) April 39.0 - 1.5% 4.1%
Unfilled orders ($ billion) April 49.2 -1.0% 12.6%
Inventory/shipments ratio April 1.27 —0.02 - 0.03
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1992=100) May* 1104 0.3% 16%
Industrial Product Price Index (1992=100) April 119.9 0.0% 08%
Raw Materials Price Index (1992=100) April 112.1 4.9% 0.A%
New Housing Price Index (1992=100) April 100.6 0.1% 0.Y%

Published by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada, 10th floor, The first (official) release of all statistical information produced by Statistics Cahada

highlights from new data releases, along with sources, links and contacts for further
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Publications released from June 17 to 23, 1999

Price: Issue/Subscription

Division/Title of publication Period Catalogue Canada Outside Can
number (C%) (US$)

CULTURE, TOURISM AND THE CENTRE FOR

EDUCATION STATISTICS
Touriscope: International travel, advance information April 1999 66-001-PPB 8/73
CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Canadian economic observer June 1999 11-010-XPB 23/227 23
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Canadian international merchandise trade April 1999

Internet 65-001-XIB 14/141

Paper 65-001-XPB 19/188 19/188
MANUFACTURING, CONSTRUCTION AND ENERGY
Cement April 1999 44-001-XIB 5/47
Mineral wool including fibrous glass insulation May 1999 44-004-X1B 5/47
Monthly Survey of Manufacturing April 1999 31-001-XPB 20/196 20/1
Primary iron and steel April 1999 41-001-X1B 5/47
PRICES
Industry price indexes April 1999 62-011-XPB 22/217 22/2
The consumer price index May 1999 62-001-XPB 11/103 11/1

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension are Internet versions (B signifies bilingual, E signifies English)ththadéBvor -XME are

microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote the paper version. XDB means the electronic version on diskette or compact disc.
Note: All publications available via the Internet are priced only in Canadian dollars, so a U.S. dollar price is not listed for the

ada

8/73

227

D6

g

How to order publications

To order Infomat or other publications:

Please refer to th® Title ® Catalogue numbe? Volume number® Issue number® Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and outside Canada call: (613) 951-727%r 1 800 267-6677
Fax your order to us: (613) 951-1584r 1 877 287-4369
Or e-mail your order: order@statcan.ca
To order on the Internet: Visit the Statistics Canada web site at www.statcan.ca and click on “Products and services”.
To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications.
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.
Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
For address changesPlease refer to your customer account number.
Visit Statistics Canada anytime on the Internet: www.statcan.ca

LA OT6.
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Regional Reference Centres

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each referigence centt
equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, diskettes, CD-ROM dises, microfic
maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval systems. £
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those who are located outside local calling areas. Mahyabteer
services — from seminars to consultations — are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional Refexrence Centr

Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia,

Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

1741 Brunswick Street

2nd Floor, Box 11

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331

Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (902) 426-9538

E-mail: atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec and Nunavut
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

4th Floor, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (514) 283-9350

National Capital Region

Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue

Tunney’s Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (613) 951-0581

E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca

Ontario

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

10th Floor

Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (416) 973-7475

Manitoba

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020

Toll free: 1800 263-1136

Fax: (204) 983-7543

E-mail: statswpg@accglobal.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405

Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (306) 780-5403

E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Southern Alberta

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta

T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717

Toll free: 1800 263-1136

Fax: (403) 292-4958

E-mail: degagnej@cadvision.com

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

9th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3B6

Local calls: (780) 495-3027
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (780) 495-5318
E-mail: ewieall@statcan.ca

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (604) 666-4863
E-mail: stcvan@statcan.ca

Telecommunications Device for the Hearing
Impaired
Toll free: 1 800 363-7629
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