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A Weekly Review

Friday, November 21, 1997 Shipments decrease slightly

OVERVIEW
industries. September’s performance contrasts with the sharp swings

¢ Shipments decrease slightly during the previous two months, when shipments surged in July
Although total manufacturing shipments edged down in before receding in August. Despite September’s decline, the level
September, the level of shipments was generally in line with  of shipments was generally in line with the solid growth that
the solid growth that has been sustained since early last year. manufacturers have sustained since early 1996.

: : In September, temporary maintenance shutdowns affected the
¢ Consumer prices up in October chemical (- 4.4%), refined petroleum (- 2.4%) and motor vehicle

Consumers paid 1.5% more for the goods and services that  (—2.1%) industries. The motor vehicle industry was also hampered
make up the Consumer Price Index basket in October than by production difficulties caused by supplier delays. Shipments of

lion in September, as they were held back by temporary

T otal manufacturing shipments edged down 0.3% to $36.3 bil-
maintenance shutdowns and production difficulties in some

they did a year earlier. wood also experienced their fourth consecutive decline. Overall,
. the decreases tended to be in some of the larger industries, as 9 of
¢ Vehicle sales down the 22 major industry groups were down (accounting for about

Sales of new cars and trucks fell in September. Despite this 40% of shipments). Increa_ses in the aircraf’g and p‘f"”s (+8.3%) and
monthly decline, new motor vehicle sales for the first nine the electrical and electronic parts (+2.4%) industries partly offset
months of this year reached their highest level since 1989.  the declines.

& More trips to overseas countries (continued on page 2)
Canadians made fewer same-day car trips to the United Shipments
States in September, but they took more trips of one night or
more to overseas countries. $ billions semi-log
. . 38
¢ Increase in RRSP contributors 57 [ — Seasonally adjusted /A-_
In 1996, more Canadians made deposits in registered = Trend

retirement savings plans (RRSPs), and contributions reached s 7]
a record level.
2 - >’V>=A i

¢ Impaired driving charges continue to
decline 31

Fewer people were charged with impaired driving offences
in 1996—the 13th consecutive decline. However, the 29
number charged with impaired driving causing death has
remained fairly constant in recent years.

¢ Graduates’ employment situation

improves 25 LIl ULttt ittt ittt ill
S J J J J S

Between 1992 and 1995, the employment situation for 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

graduates of postsecondary education programs improved

vastly.
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... Shipments decrease slightly

Unfilled orders advanced 1.7% to $39.9 billion in September, ] . )
the eighth increase in nine months. The largest increases canjeUnfilled orders are a stock of orders that will contribute |to
from the aircraft and parts (+4.4%), motor vehicle (+2.5%), | future shipments, assuming that orders are not cancelled. New
machinery (+2.3%) and primary metal (+4.9%) industries. The| orders represent orders received whether shipped in the cufrent

electrical and electronic parts (— 3.8%) industry posted the largest month or not. They are measured as the sum of shipmens for
offsetting decline. the current month (orders received this month and shigped

Manufacturers’ inventories rose 0.8% to $47.2 billion. The T U s elien) [ANES i @t i LIl Be) @leisl

decline in shipments and the rise in inventories combined to| Some orders will not be translated into Canadian factpry
increase the inventory-to-shipments ratio to 1.30, up from 1.29 in| shipments, as portions of large contracts can be subcontrgcted
August. Although the inventory-to-shipments ratio has generally| out to other countries.

been declining for the better part of two years, the steady growtt

in inventories in recent months has produced a gradual flattenin@f the ratio. (In the short term, a declining inventory-to-shipments
ratio indicates that manufacturers have been drawing down their

inventories to meet demand; a flat ratio indicates that inventories

Note to readers

Manufacturers’ shipments, ~ September 1997 are being replenished as quickly as they are being used up.)
Seasonally adjusted . .
— An important part of September’'s increase came from
$ millions % Changteﬁ heightened activity in aircraft and parts (+2.7%), electrical and
previous mon electronic products (+2.2%) and machinery (+1.9%). Inventories
Canada 36,290 ~03 in the wood indus.try were also up. The_Iargest c_)ffsetting decreases
were observed in other transportation equipment (- 23.3%),
Newfoundland 148 7.1 chemicals (- 0.8%) and refined petroleum and coal products
Prince Edward Island 81 5.0 (—1.3%).
Nova Scotia 522 -1.0 . .
New Brunswick 686 —26 Available on CANSIM: matrices 9550-9559, 9562-9579,
Quebec 8,628 1.3 9581-9595.
Ontari 19,080 -17 . .
Mgrﬁﬂ,oba 388 58 The September 1997 |ssua{tdnthly Survey of Manufacturing
Saskatchewan 526 5.5 (31-001-XPB, $20/$196) will be available shortly. For further
Alberta _ 290 29 information, contact Richard Evans (613-951-9834) or Robert
\B(”“sr‘ Columbia o 282 -12 Traversy (613-951-9497), Manufacturing, Construction and
ukon and Northwest Territories 3 2.0

Energy Division. (See also “Current trends” on page 8.)

Consumer prices up in October

Consumer Price Index, October 1997
% change, previous year, not seasonally adjusted

n October, consumers paid 1.5% more for the goods and .
I services that make up the Consumer Price Index (CPI) basket o Food  Energy Housing Transpor.
than they did a year earlier. This annual increase was largely-
attributable to higher charges for transportation (new vehicles,canada 15 0.8 10 -02 3.3
auto insurance and air transportation), university tuition, local
telephones, food, clothing and cigarettes. At the same timeNcoioundland 55 or Iz 3
consumers continued to benefit from less costly mortgage loansiova Scotia 16 -0.1 5.0 11 3.
and computer equipment. gﬁ‘évb'z;“"swmk e - 86 _af 23
Between September and October, the CPI rose by 0.1%. Thi©ntario 1.8 -02 -13 -03 5.3
small increase resulted from a number of opposing pricedanoba 58 9> 21 08 2]
movements. Higher piped gas rates (+3.0%), clothing and footweaaiberta 1.9 2.8 3.1 0.8 2.0
prices (+1.3%) and food and alcohol prices (+0.2%) pushed th fmts:hgros'gmbia g-g g-g’ 421'8 - i-g é-g
CPl upwards in October. Property taxes also rose, up 1.8% acroSg|iowknife _04 _19 17 _19 16
Canada in 1997. (Property tax changes are introduced into the
CPl once a year, in October.) Lower prices for gasoline, traveller
accommodation, air transportation, mortgage loans, homeowners’
maintenance and repairs, and furniture largely offset these
increases. (continued on page 3)
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... Consumer prices up in October In monthly terms, changes in provincial CPIs in October ranged

Gasoline price declines moderated the overall rise in the CPI ir{go_m a decline of 0.3% in British Columbia to a rise of 0.4% in
October. Traveller accommodation charges fell 8.2%. Seasonaf 'ince Edward Island. Newfoundland also registered a decline,
price declines on most routes explained the 4.8% drop in airyvhne Alberta showed no change. All the other provinces recorded
fares; however, air fares remained one of the most notabldncreases of 0.1%.

contributors to the annual rise in the CPI. In October, they wereAvailable on CANSIM: matrices 7440-7454, 7477 and 7478.

14.6% above their October 1996 level. The October 1997 issue of Bensumer Price IndexX62-001-XPB,
Between October 1996 and October 1997, increases in$11/$103) is now available. For further information, contact

provincial CPIs ranged from 0.6% in British Columbia to 1.9% in Sandra Shadlock (613-951-9606; fax: 613-951-2848; Internet:

Alberta. In the territories, Whitehorse showed a much greatershadsan@statcan.ca), Prices Division. (See also “Current trends”

annual increase than the national average. Prices in Yellowknifeon page 8.)

were, on average, lower than a year ago.

’

Vehicle sales down Note to readers

les of new motor vehicles fell by 3.3% between August Passenger cars include those used for personal and commercial
Snd September. Despite this monthly decline, sales for the purposes (for example, taxis and rental cars). Trucks include
i

rst nine months of 1997 jumped 17.4% over the same minivans, sport utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks, vans,
period of last year, to reach their highest level since 1989. On 4 ¢oaches and buses.
year-over-year basis, new motor vehicle sales advanced 13.29 All numbers have been seasonally adjusted unless othefwise
compared with September 1997. specified.

Dealers sold 116,615 new motor vehicles in September. Sales
of passenger cars were down 4.7%, while truck sales declined
1.6%. Both truck and car sales contributed to the increase betwee New motor vehicle sales
January and September 1997. Truck sales reached a record leve
up 22.3% over the same period in 1996. Passenger car sales f¢ Thousands of units
the first nine months of this year were up 13.4% compared with 125
the same period of last year.

In the January-to-September period, every province posted
double-digit increases in new motor vehicle sales compared with
the same period in 1996. Based on provincial data (not seasonall 119 |
adjusted), Newfoundland recorded the highest increase (+34.3%)
followed by Alberta (+22.3%) and Prince Edward Island (+22.0%). 105 |
British Columbia reported the lowest increase (+11.2%).

Between January and September, truck sales accounted fo
more than half of all new motor vehicles sold in British Columbia sr
and the Prairies (unadjusted). The highest trucks sales were poste g Liia 114
in Saskatchewan and Alberta: 64.1% and 63.7% of total new o J J J
vehicle sales, respectively. Quebec and Nova Scotia sold fewe 1994 1995 1996 1997
trucks than cars (34.4% and 39.8%, respectively).

The automotive industry has indicated that new motor vehicle
sales will show an increase in October.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 64. contact Jason Randall (613-951-5668; Internet:
The September 1997 issueNefv motor vehicle salg®3-007-XPB, randjas@statcan.ca) or Serge Dumouchel (613-951-2210),
$17/$165) will be available shortly. For further information, Distributive Trades Division

120 | Seasonally adjusted

115 |

100 |
Trend!

1. The short-term trend represents a moving average of the data.

‘
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More trips to overseas countries
anadians made fewer same-day car trips to the United
States in September. However, the number of trips of one
night or more between Canada and overseas countrie

rose slightly, while those between Canada and the United State

remained relatively stable.

During September, Canadians made 2.9 million same-day ca
trips to the United States, down 4.3% from August. Americans
made 2.1 million automobile excursions to Canada, up slightly
(+0.3%) from the previous month. Americans entering Canada
via the Rainbow and Whirlpool bridges in Niagara Falls made
53% more trips this September than they did in the same month g

Travel between Canada and other countries,
1997

September

thousands % change, thousands % change,

previous previous
month year
seasonally adjusted unadjusted
Canadian trips abroad
Auto trips to the United States
Same-day 2,877 -4.3 26,808 -3.8
One or more nights 737 -33 7,587 -4.0
Total trips, one or more nights
United States! 1,246 -0.2 12,164 -14
Other countries 332 1.0 3,185 8.4
Travel to Canada
Auto trips from the United States
Same-day 2,069 0.3 19,636 6.1
One or more nights 675 —-15 7,017 -0.3
Total trips, one or more nights
United States! 1,095 -03 11,017 1.8
Other countries? 359 1.5 3,572 —-2.9

1.Estimates for the United States include counts of cars and buses, and
estimated numbers for planes, trains, boats and other methods.

2.Figures for other countries exclude same-day entries by land only, via
the United States.

Note to readers

sted

ty
with

Unless otherwise specified, the data are seasonally adju
(adjusted for variations that repeat annually and for variabil
caused by the different volumes of travellers associated
different days of the week).

Month-to-month comparisons use seasonally adjusted glata.
Year-over-year comparisons use unadjusted data (the agtual
traffic counts).

An adjustment was also made to the seasonal adjust
process to correct the effect caused by an early occurren
Labour Day in September. American visitors are cour
when they enter Canada and not when they return to| the
United States. Without this adjustment, when the Labour [Day
weekend starts in August, the results for that month are slightly
inflated while those for September drop.

Seasonally adjusted series have been revised back to Ja
1972. New seasonally adjusted and unadjusted series
been added to better track the trend in overnight trave
plane between Canada and the United States. Some rg
series have been revised.

ment
Ce of
ted

huary

have
by

lated

last year. A casino located on the Ontario side opened in
December 1996.

For the second consecutive month, overseas visitors made
more overnight trips (+359,000), up 1.5% over August. Meanwhile,
Canadians took 332,000 trips to overseas destinations (+1.0%).

Americans took 1.1 million trips of one night or more to
Canada in September, a slight decrease (— 0.3%) compared with
August. Canadians made 1.2 million trips of at least one night to
the United States, virtually the same number recorded in August.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2661-2697, 5780-6046 and
8200-8328.

The September 1997 issue lafernational travel, advance
information (66-001-PPB, $8/$73) will be available shortly. For
further information, contact Luc Dubois (613-951-1674; fax:
613-951-2909, Internet: duboluc@statcan.ca), Culture, Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics.

Increase in RRSP contributors
n 1996, almost 6 million Canadians contributed a record
$26 billion to registered retirement savings plans (RRSPs).
this represents a 6% increase in participants and a 13% jum
in contributions compared with 1995.

The number of contributors as well as the amount contributed
increased in all provinces and territories. Prince Edward Island
had the largest increase in the number of contributors (+9%)
while Quebec and Newfoundland had the largest growth in
contributions (+16%).

Canadians contributed only 13% of the total $179 billion that
could have been contributed to RRSPs, commonly known as
“RRSP room.” The 1996 RRSP room is the sum of unused RRS

Note to readers

More than $22 billion, or 86% of total registered retiremgnt
savings plan (RRSP) contributions, were within the standard
deduction limits in 1996. These contributions reduce [the
contributors’ RRSP room. The remaining $4 billion consigted
of rollovers, which are transfers over and above the stanglard
deduction limits. The proportion of normal contributions|to
total contributions has increased since 1991 and wvill
undoubtedly continue to do so as transfers of retifing
allowances and severance pay, the bulk of rollovers, are Qeing
phased out. Only retiring allowances and severance |pay
relative to years of employment prior to 1996 are now eligjble
for these transfers.

room carried forward since 1991 and the new room that accrued

for 1996. Data on 1997 RRSP room will be released in December. (continued on page 4)
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... Increase in RRSP contributors RRSP contributions

In 1996, the average RRSP contributor was 42 years old. In
general, older people contribute more than younger people. RRSI  gjjions of 1996 doliars
contributions ranged from an average of $2,488 for contributors 3,
under 30 years of age to $6,235 for those aged 55 and ovel
Overall, the average contribution was $4,398. 25 .

The median RRSP contribution rose to $2,500 in 1996. It was
$2,000 for women and $3,000 for men. The median contribution
for men was higher than that for women in all the provinces and
territories.

For further information, contact Client Services (613-951-9720; 10 [ 7
fax: 613-951-4745; Internet: saadinfo@statcan.ca), Small Area
and Administrative Data Division.

° Tl 103 193 1988 1990 1092 1004 1996
2 g
Impaired driving charges Note to readers
continue to decline Impaired driving is defined as operating or having the carg or

control of a motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft or railway equipmgent

n 1996, the number of people charged with an impaired| ith a blood alcohol concentration over the legal limit [of
driving offence fell for the 13th consecutive year. Police | gg milligrams per 100 millilitres of blood.

charged 78,894 persons with impaired driving offences in
1996, down 6% from 1995. The number charged with impaired;, g
driving causing death, however, has remained fairly constant in

recent years. In 1996, 133 persons were charged with impaired_ o go4). During each of the last five years, Toronto has reported
driving causing death. the lowest rate among the largest census metropolitan areas, and
All provinces and territories followed the national trend, with  Edmonton the highest. Edmonton’s 1996 rate (421) was over
fewer impaired driving charges in 1996. Saskatchewan continuedhree times higher than that of Toronto (133).
to report the highest provincial rate: 718 persons charged per ajihough voung drivers are often believed to have a high
100,000 population 16 and over. Prince Edward Island followed;cidence. Ofyimpgired driving, data from & sample of polige
with the next highest rate (507 per 100,000), while Newfoundlandagencies show that young drivers aged 16 to 19 accounted for 5%
reported the lowest rate (265). of both accused persons and licensed drivers. Impaired driving is
Eight of the nine largest census metropolitan areas also reportedighest among 20- to-44-year-olds and falls off dramatically for
decreases between 1991 and 1996, ranging from 28% in Montreallder Canadians.

The Criminal Code provides for a minimum fine of $300 for a
Number and rate of persons Charged with impaired driving first conviction of impai'l’ed Cil’iving, 14 dayS in prison for a second
offence and 90 days in prison for subsequent offences. Of the

4% in Vancouver. Québec, which was the only large urban
rea that did not follow this trend, reported a slight decrease

1995 1996 199510 1996 almost 50,000 persons found guilty by provincial courts in nine
number rate  number  rate % change jurisdictions in 1995/96, 66% were sentenced to a fine (as the
in rate most serious sentence), 22% to imprisonment, 9% to probation
and 3% to another type of sentence. The median jail term was 30
Canada 84,085 362 78,894 335 -75 days. In addition to Criminal Code provisions, most provinces
Newfoundland 1333 205 1101 265 102 hav_e w_nplementc_ad th_elr own acts and regulations to help reduce
Prince Edward Island 554 530 538 507 -43 the incidence of impaired driving.
Nova Scotia 2,816 380 2,444 327 -139 . .
New Brunswick 2,721 453 2,635 435 4.0 Available on CANSIM: matrices 2198-2200.
b 21,324 365 19,098 324 -11.2 . . L .
Quebec 55905 208 24686 279 &4 Juristat: Impaired driving in Canada in 1996Vol. 17, no. 12
Manitoba 3,454 395 3,082 350 -11.4 (paper version: 85-002-XPE, $10/$90; Internet version:
Saskatchewan 5675 740 5552 718 -30 85-002-XIE, $7) is now available. For further information, contact
Alberta 10,660 511 10,311 486 -49 ; : .
British Columbia 8916 299 8767 287 _40 Sylvain Tremblay (613-951-6622) or Information and Client
Yukon o 326 1,442 253 1,074 -255 Services (613-951-9023 or 1 800 387-2231), Canadian Centre
Northwest Territories 311 716 337 766 7.0

for Justice Statistics.
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Graduates’ employment situation Note to readers

Improves Statistics Canada conducted the 1995 Follow-up Survegy of
1990 Graduates in June 1995 in partnership with Hurpan
I he 1995 Follow-up Survey of 1990 Graduates found that| Resources Development Canada. The initial Natignal

the employment situation for 1990 graduates of | Graduates Survey of 1990 Graduates, conducted in 1992,
postsecondary education programs improved vastly| jnterviewed 36,000 trade/vocational, college and university
between 1992 and 1995. graduates two years after graduation. About 85% of these
In 1995, the unemployment rate for 1990 graduates in trade/ graduates (31,000) were interviewed again for the followf-up
vocational, college and university programs was down compareq survey.
with 1992. For example, about 11% of 1990 university graduates
were unemployed in 1992. However, by 1995, their unemploymentFor college level engineers, this represented a 17% increase from
rate had dropped to 6%. The decline was most pronounced amonf©92, the highest increase in earnings among all fields of study at
graduates in commerce, education, engineering and social sciencethis level. Other university graduates from general arts and sciences
In addition, by 1995, four out of five university graduates from and commerce fields reported an 18% increase during the same
the class of 1990 were working full time, compared with three outtime period.

of four in 1992. For further information, contact Daniel Perrier (613-951-1503),

Graduates from the class of 1990 were also earning more irCulture, Tourism and the Centre for Education Statistics. For a
1995 than they were in 1992. Engineering and health sciencesopy ofThe class of 1990 revisitedontact the Public Inquiries
continued to provide the highest paying jobs for college andCentre, Communications Branch (fax: 819-953-7260), Human
university graduates. College level engineers and healthResources Development Canada, or access it on the Internet at
professionals earned about $35,000 in 1995, while universityhttp://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/hrdc/corp/stratpol. A public use
level engineers and health professionals earned about $45,00@nicrodata file will be available later this year.

‘

New from Statistics Canada

2| Canadian economic observer
CANADIAN L'OBSERVATEUR November 1997

[ ] .
| 4ey| ECONOMIC ECONOMIQUE
@& OBSERVER CANADIEM

.

The November 1997 issue @fanadian economic obseryebtatistics Canada’s flagship
publication for economic statistics, analyses the current economic conditions and suminarizes
the major economic events that occurred in October. It also presents two feature articles: one
on the self-employed, and another on trucking in Canada. A separate statistical symmary
contains a wide range of tables and graphs on the principal economic indicators for Canfada, the
provinces and the major industrial nations.

The November 1997 issue@énadian economic observgi1-010-XPB, $23/$227) is now

available. For further information, contact Cyndi Bloskie (613-951-3634), Current Econpmic
Analysis Group (Internet: ceo@statcan.ca).

BeB P e

Canadid
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New from Statistics Canada —concluded

Street network files
1996

The 19965Street network file6SNFs) are now available. These digital files represent the street network for most large urban ¢

Canada. The files also contain other visible physical and cultural features (such as water features, railroads or pipstiriesiegn

information (for example, street and water feature names and address ranges for streets with assigned addresses@eests
are updated to reflect the information collected on Census Day, which fell on May 14, 1996.

entres ir

and a

Most of the 344 municipalities covered by SNFs are in census metropolitan areas (CMASs) and tracted census agglomerations (CA

Some CMAs and CAs are only partially coverediyeet network files

New for 1996 aré&treet network and feature extension f{i8BIFEFs), which integrate the SNFs with a complementary roag
feature network obtained from Geomatics Canada, Natural Resources Canada. These files include the SNFs covering 34dsn
plus a new digital coverage for 298 municipalities to provide full coverage for all CMAs and tracted CAs. The extendediomse
not include all the features and attributes of the SNF (notably, address ranges are missing). Nevertheless, theseftildsra
thematic mapping and display of entire urban centres. A reference guide covering both the SNF and SNFEF is also availaj

For further information orstreet network filef92F0024XDE) and thgtreet network and feature extension fil€32F0100XDE to
92F0136XDE), contact the nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre.

and
Linicipali
rage

e use
ble.

Savers, investors and investment income
1996

The 1996 data on savers, investors and investment income are now available. Produced annually, these data are a wfique sour

information on small areas and are ideal for supporting market analyses and policy decisions. Data are available foarpdg
territories, cities, towns, census metropolitan areas, census divisions, as well as forward sortation areas (the fasidteeeaf
postal codes) and letter carrier walks (groupings of postal codes).

For further information orCanadian saver§l7C0009)Canadian investor§17C0007) an€anadian investment incom@7C0008),
contact Client Services (613-951-9720; fax: 613-951-4745; Internet saadinfo@statcan.ca), Small Area and Administra
Division.

vinces
h

ive Date

RRSP contributions
1996

The 1996 data on contributions to registered retirement savings plans (RRSPs) are now available. Produced annuallgretse
unique source of information on small areas and are ideal for supporting market analyses and policy decisions. The itiibea
for provinces and territories, cities, towns, census metropolitan areas, census divisions, as well as forward sorttifiratelsee
characters of postal codes) and letter carrier walks (groupings of postal codes).

For further information onRRSP contributors(17C0006) andCanadian taxfilers (17C0010), contact Client Services (61
951-9720; fax: 613-951-4745; Internet: saadinfo@statcan.ca), Small Area and Administrative Data Division.

se data
re ava
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Current trends
Gross domestic product Composite Index

% change, % change,

previous month previous month
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Real gross domestic product at factor cost was virtually
unchanged (0.0%) in August.

The Composite Index grew by 0.8% in September.

Consumer Price Index

% change,
previous year
4r Food -
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Consumers paid 1.5% more for goods and services in

October 1997 than the year before. Food prices rose by 0.8%.

Unemployment rate

%
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In October, the unemployment rate rose 0.1 percentage points
to 9.1%.

Manufacturing

$ billions

42 -
40
38
36
34 F

Unfilled orders

32 F B
30 F Shipments |
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Manufacturers’ shipments declined 0.3% in September to
$36.3 billion. The level of unfilled orders increased 1.7%
to $39.9 billion.

Merchandise trade

$ billions
30 E
ZS-M-
ZO-M-
15 F Imports ]
10 rr v by v by vy vy vy b
S J J J
1994 1995 1996 1997

In August, the value of merchandise exports rose 0.4% from
July to $25.2 billion. Imports increased 1.6% to $23.8 billion.

Note:

All series are seasonally adjusted except the Consumer Price Index.
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Latest monthly statistics

Change, Change|
previous previous
Period Level period year
GENERAL
Gross domestic product ($ billion, 1986) August 575.7 0.0% 4
Composite Index (1981=100) September 199.8 0.8% 14
Operating profits of enterprises ($ billion) Q2 1997 26.5 0.5% 13
Capacity utilization (%) Q2 1997 84.8 0.9t 2.4
DOMESTIC DEMAND
Retail trade ($ billion) August 19.5 3:1% 7.9%
New motor vehicle sales (thousand of units) September* 116.6 3.3% 13.2%
LABOUR
Employment (millions) October 14.0 3-1% 2.3%
Unemployment rate (%) October 9.1 0.1t -0.
Participation rate (%) October 64.9 0.0t -0.
Labour income ($ billion) June 37.32 0.1% 3.9
Average weekly earnings ($) August 598.55 -0.2% 1.7%
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Merchandise exports ($ billion) August 25.2 0.4% 4.
Merchandise imports ($ billion) August 23.8 1.6% 19
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billion) August 1.4 -0.3 -
MANUFACTURING
Shipments ($ billion) September* 36.3 0-3% 4.5%
New orders ($ billion) September* 37.0 0.2% 7.
Unfilled orders ($ billion) September* 39.9 1.7% 16.4
Inventory/shipments ratio September* 1.30 0.01 — 0.0
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1986=100) October* 138.2 0.1% 1
Industrial Product Price Index (1992=100) September 119.8 —-0.2%
Raw Materials Price Index (1992=100) September 123.7 2.2% —5.9%
New Housing Price Index (1986=100) September 133.0 0.1%

* new this week
T percentage point

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of the price indexes.

1%
.6%
9%

Dt
| T

D%

4%

.9

.5%
0.5%

|.1%

Infomat

A weekly review

Published by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada, 10th floor, Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Can
R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. © Minister of Industry, 1997. All rights reserved. No part of this publication

be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or b

Editor: Barbara Riggs (613) 951-1197; Internet: riggbar@statcan.ca means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise wi

Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613) 951-1088; Internet: prior written permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statig
prevcha@statcan.ca Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6, Canada.

Catalogue: 11-002E. Price: Canada: $4.00 per issue, $145.00 per year. Outside
Canada: US$4.00 per issue, US$145.00 per year. Al prices exclude sales ta)ﬁ‘he paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of Amg

To subscribe: Send a money order or cheque payable to the ReceiveE‘.ational Stan_dard for Information Sciences — Permanence of Paper for B
General of Canada/Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, ibrary Materials, ANSI Z39.48 — 1984.
Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. To @

order by telephone call (613) 951-7277, or 1 800 700-1033 both in Canada and

outside of Canada.

hda.
hay

y any
hout
fics

rican
rinted

Statistics Canada — INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002E

November 21, 1997



10

Publications released from November 14 to 20, 1997
Price: Issue/Subscription
Division/Title of publication Period Catalogue Canada Outside Canpda
number (C9) (US$)
CANADIAN CENTRE FOR JUSTICE STATISTICS
Juristat: Impaired driving in Canada, Vol. 17, no. 12:
electronic version 1996 85-002-XIE 10/93 10/93
paper version 1996 85-002-XPE 10/93 10/93
CULTURE, TOURISM AND THE CENTRE
FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS
Touriscope: International travel, Vol. 13, no. 9 November 1997 66-001-PPB 8/73 8/73
CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Canadian economic observer November 1997 11-010-XPB 23/227 23/227
DISTRIBUTIVE TRADE
New motor vehicle sales August 1997 63-007-XPB 17/165 17/165
HEALTH STATISTICS
Therapeutic abortions:
microfiche version 1995 82-219-XMB 26 24
paper version 1995 82-219-XPB 31 3L
MANUFACTURING, CONSTRUCTION AND ENERGY
Footwear statistics Q3 1997 33-002-XPB 8/25 8/25
Gas utilities—transport and distribution systems 1996 57-205-XPB 30 30
Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins September 1997 46-002-XPB 7162 7162
Qil pipeline transport 1996 55-201-XPB 25 2b
Oil pipeline transport August 1997 55-001-XPB 12/114 12/104
Qils and fats September 1997 32-006-XPB 7162 7162
Particleboard, oriented strandboard and fibreboard September 1997 36-003-XPB 7162 7162
Primary iron and steel September 1997 41-001-XPB 7162 7162
Refined petroleum products August 1997 45-004-XPB 21/206 21/p06
Shipments of plastics films and bags
manufactured from resin, Vol. 15, no. 3 Q3 1997 47-007-XPB 10/33 10/33
The crude petroleum and natural gas industry 1996 26-213-XPB 29 29
TRANSPORTATION
Railway carloadings September 1997 52-001-XPB 11/103 11/103
PRICES
Consumer Price Index October 1997 62-001-XPB 11/103 11/103
Consumer prices and price indexes Q3 1997 62-010-XPB 25/83 2h/83
How to order publications
To order Infomat or other publications:
Please refer to th@ Title ® Catalogue numbe? Volume number® Issue number® Your VISA or MasterCard number.
In Canada and outside Canada call: (613) 951-727%r 1 800 700-1033
Fax your order to us: (613) 951-1584r 1 800 889-9734
Or order on the Internet: order@statcan.ca
To order a publication by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottajva,
Ontario, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications.
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.
Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
For address changesPlease refer to your customer account number.
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Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each refelisnce centr
equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, diskettes and CD-ROMidlses, micro

maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval systems. A
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those who are located outside local calling areas. Mahjabther
services — from seminars to consultations — are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional Refezence Centr

Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia,

Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

3rd floor

1770 Market Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3M3

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (902) 426-9538

Quebec

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Suite 412, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (514) 283-9350

National Capital Region

Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue

Tunney's Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116

If outside the local calling area, please dial
the toll-free number for your province.

Fax: (613) 951-0581

Ontario

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

10th Floor

Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (416) 973-7475

Manitoba

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (204) 983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Avord Tower, 9th Floor
2002 Victoria Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 0R7

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (306) 780-5403

Southern Alberta

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta

T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (403) 292-4958

Northern Alberta andthe
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (403) 495-5318

British Columbia andthe Yukon
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (604) 666-4863

Telecommunications Device for the Hearing
Impaired
Toll free: 1 800 363-7629
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