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OVERVIEW

& Capacity use slips another notch

Industrial capacity use dropped for a second consecutive
quarter in the third quarter, as additional capacity coming
on stream magnified a slight decrease in industrial
production.

Farm revenues and incomes

hit by low prices

As world grain stocks expand and prices weaken,
farmers’ cash receipts are declining this year. This is

occurring in the wake of total net farm income that
tumbled 53.4% from 1996 to 1997.

Sales of new cars and trucks tumble

Sales of new motor vehicles tumbled virtually across the
board in October.

Value of building permits drops

The value of building permits dropped in October, as the
value of permits for housing and for non-residential
structures both fell.

More homeowners doing their own

repairs and renovations

Last year, Canadians increased their spending on home
repairs and renovations for the first time in three years.

And the faster pace of spending on building materials
indicates that the do-it-yourself market is growing.

New housing prices move higher

The New Housing Price Index moved higher in October.
However, competitive factors kept new housing prices
stable in nearly half the cities surveyed.

Fewer charitable donors,
but greater generosity

Fewer Canadians gave money to charities in 1997, but
those that did gave more.

Capacity use slips another notch

ndustries operated at 83.5% of capacity in the third quarter of
I 1998, down 0.6 percentage points from the previous quarter.
The third quarter’s rate of capacity use fell in the third quarter
because production capacity grew while industrial production fell
slightly. Industrial capital investment has been growingngly in
recent years. In 1998, businesses reported they planned to spend
nearly $50 billion, an increase of 5.6% from 1997.

Manufacturers reduced their rate of capacity use to 85.3%,
cutting it by 0.5 percentage points for a second consecutive quarter.
Strikes in the auto industry and in the pulp and paper industries
were partly responsible for keeping manufacturing production
unchanged from the second quarter. Of the 22 industry groups in
manufacturing, 12 raised their capacity use rates. Manufacturing
production might rise during the rest of 1998, since the automotive
industries returned to more normal production levels by September.

In the transportation industries, output was down in the third
quarter even though the strike of GM autoworkers in the United
States, which shut down Canadian plants, ended in July. Production
capacity increased in the quarter as well, so the rate of capacity use
fell 2.1 percentage points to 79.6%. Labour disputes also affected
output in the paper and paper-related industries. September marked
the fourth month of a strike at several mills. The industry’s rate of
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... Capacity use slips another notch

capacity use fell 2.6 percentage points to 88.3%. The machiner
industries lowered production in the third quarter. This coincided
with capacity growth, so the machinery industries’ rate of capacity
use fell 6.1 percentage points to 78.5%. Manufacturers of
chemicals and chemical products also reduced their rate of capacif
use (-1.2 percentage points to 88.6%), as a slight increase i
production was more than absorbed by greater capacity.

Note to readers

An industry’s capacity use is the ratio of its actual output tq i
estimated potential output. Statistics Canada derives esti
of an industry’s potential output from measures of its cagital
stock. Since 1987, Statistics Canada has surveyed comganies
Vfor their estimates of annual capacity use, in order to produce
1survey-based industry measures. A company’s measure|of its
level of operation, as a percentage of potential, takes [nto
5 account changes in the obsolescence of facilities, capitall-to-
labour ratios and other characteristics of production
—techniques. The surveyed rates anchor the calculated quaiterly
series and ensure that the data series reflect such changps.

On a positive note, producers of office machines and computer:
contributed to higher output in the electrical and electronic products
industry, where capacity use rose 2.4 percentage points to 95.2%
a record high for this group. Benefiting from strong residential
construction activity in the United States, the rate of capacity use
in the wood industries rose 1.6 percentage points to 86.2%
Distilleries and breweries were chiefly responsible for the quarter’s
increased output in the beverage industries, where the rate

result, capacity use in the mining and quarrying industries sagged
.7 percentage points to 76.5%. In the crude petroleum and

capacity use climbed 1.7 percentage points to 87.9%. The rubbetratural gas industries, capacity use declined 1.4 percentage points

X . : ; ; 0 75.2%. Reduced output in the construction industries was
Fﬁg?ﬁﬁgsg&gf;'es hit a record high capacity use rate of 98'S%'rfargely due to strikes in several trades affecting residential

construction. Capacity use in construction fell 0.9 percentage
Rates of capacity use fell in all non-manufacturing industries points to 83.8%. Output in the logging and forestry industries

except electric power systems and gas distribution systemsdeclined for a third consecutive quarter, and capacity use fell

Capacity use grew 2.0 percentage points to 87.6% in electric3.7 percentage points to 74.6% in the third quarter.

power systems, where output grew in part because of greatep, iiable on CANSIM: matrix 3140

demand from U.S. customers in August. In gas distribution ' '

systems, higher production raised capacity use 2.7 percentageor further information, contact Susanna Wood (613-951-0655)

points to 68.3%. or Richard Landry (613-951-2579), Investment and Capital Stock
Weak commodity prices continued to depress the output fromDIVISlon'

mines and to reduce oil and gas drilling and exploration. As a

L g

Farm revenues and incomes

Note to readers

Farm cash receipts measure the gross revenue of
businesses in current dollars. They include sales of crops

arm
and
Eame

hit by low prices
armers’ cash receipts are declining this year in the wake of
expanding global grain stocks and weak prices. In the third
quarter alone, total crop receipts tumbled 9.2% to

livestock products (except sales between farms in the
province) and program payments. They also include Cana|
Wheat Board and Ontario Wheat Producers’ Marketing Bo

Hian
ard

$3.2 billion — well below the same quarter a year earlier. And
during the first nine months of 1998, farmers sold agricultural
commodities worth $21.6 billion, down 2.6% from the same
period in 1997.

If receipts continue to decline in 1998, which can be expected
given current prices, net cash income this year will be down
substantially. In 1997, the net cash income of farm businesse
reached a record $6.8 billion, up 4.9% from 1996 (record receipts
of $29.6 billion minus operating expenses of $22.8 billion).

payments and deferred grain receipts.

Net cash income is farm cash receipts minus operg
expenses. Itrepresents the amount of cash that is availab
debt repayment, investment or withdrawal by the owner.

Total net income is net cash income adjusted for the vallie of
inventory change, depreciation and income-in-kind.| It
represents the return to owners for investment, unpaid labour,
management and risk. Total net income accounts for produgtion
during the year that the agricultural goods were produced.

ting
e for

However, several major expenses increased during the 1990%-
Farmers paid $2.8 billion in wages in 1997, a 35.4% surge fromcontracting for the past two years. And depreciation rose in 1997.
1990. Machinery costs such as fuel and repairs rose 26.9%Producers made significant purchases of machinery and equipment
Livestock expenses such as feed, livestock purchases and veterinadiyiring the previous four years, leading to a 32.0% increase in
fees jumped 46.8%. Expenses directly associated with crops suctiepreciation charges this decade.
as crop insurance, pesticides, fertiliser and seed vaulted 57.3%.

a?grégtt\t]vzér;gdztgziriter:e?ftrﬁgr? iﬁvag's ree%(?s;a?lfigron-mortgage 1998 occurred for crops (-4.2% from year earlier, to $10.2 billion),
' 9 y ' which have been particularly affected by over-supply. Feed grain
The financial picture for farmers looks worse from the point of receipts have also tumbled — barley receipts fell 28.7% and corn
view of total net farm income (see Note to readers). Total netreceipts dropped 25.0% — in the wake of lower sales and prices.
farm income shrank by more than half from 1996 to 1997 (-53.4%Abundant world supplies of feed grains, the result of bumper corn
from $4.3 billion to $2.0 billion). This plunge can be attributed to harvests in the United States, have put downward pressure on
a 16.0% drop in December 31 inventories of major grains andprices for the last two years. Livestock receipts were down
oilseeds. Cattle inventories also fell, as that sector has been

The largest decline in receipts from January to September

(continued on page 3)

Statistics Canada — INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002E December 18, 1998



... Farm revenues and incomes hit by low prices .
Farm cash receipts

marginally (-1.3% to $10.7 billion), while direct program payments
to farmers remained virtually unchanged at $727 million.
Escalating payments from federal and provincial stabilisation
programs offset large declines in crop insurance and other pay-
ments. Annual program payments peaked at $3.8 bhillion in 1992

July-Sept.
1997 to 1998

Jan.-Sept.
1997 to 1998

% change

The shrinking revenue from crops has hit farmers in the three“2"2%2 2.6 =5
Prairie provinces particularly hard. During the first nine months E“?""f"“gg'a”% <land 13-2 gg
of 1998, total farm cash receipts declined 6.7% in Manitoba, NgcgeSm\tliV;r san 30 51
9.0% in Saskatchewan and 2.9% in Alberta. In Ontario, which iSNew Brunswick 9.9 11.5
less dependent on grain receipts than the Prairies, cash receipsiebec -0.7 -5.7
were up 1.1%. Overall, farm cash receipts surged during thePntario 11 5.1
1990s, reaching a peak of $29.6 billion in 1997, up 34.9% from“s""“‘””oIoa 6.7 -0

. . . . askatchewan -9.0 -22.0

1990. This year, however, commodity prices for most major pjperta 29 45
crops and livestock have hovered at low levels, and recentlyBritish Columbia 2.1 37
oilseed prices have started to decline as well. Itis noteworthy thag ywheat 220 403
some special crops and the sectors governed by supply managemeni/heat excluding durum?* -30.4 -45.5
(such as dairy, poultry and eggs) have not been affected by low Durum wheat* 9.8 -21.3
prices. Barley* -28.7 -48.8
Canola 43.1 61.0

World markets have had a major impact on CanadianSoybeans 2.3 16.0
farmers’crop receipts in 1998, especially for cereal grains such a§om , -25.0 -29.7
wheat, barley and corn. Declining revenue from wheat has bee :Eg gfég?ls and oilseeds 1% Sé
largely responsible for the drop in crop receipts so far this yearota) crop receipts 42 92
Farmers’ income from the sale of wheat was worth $2.6 billion c

. attle and calves 7.0 9.3
between January and September this year, down 22.0% from thgggs 216 261
same period in 1997. Rising sales of durum wheat, used to makpairy products 35 6.5
pastas, could not offset plunging revenues for wheat used to mak®oultry 23 --
bread. Other livestock -3.8 -10.2
Total livestock receipts 1.3 14
The world wheat supply has been building for the last two 1 payments 01 141

years because production has outpaced demand: Stocks rose
from 106 million tonnes in 1996 to 134 million tonnes in 1998. ! Includes Canadian Wheat Board payments.
Wheat stocks are expected to shrink during the 1998/99 crop - Amount too small to be expressed.

year. As a result, the Canadian Wheat Board’s initial spring . . .

wheat prices for 1998/99 (August 1) were $130 a tonne for the to 22§y(-kﬁ(];£%)MdoerZ%|\t/irhlﬁggrpi?)lgjétioLnovt\:/o?]?i(r:]ise dh?(\)/eegggg da
de, d f 172 at th d of th i o ) S )

grade, down from $ at ;ne ent o7 1€ Previous crop year despite prices that declined an average of 27.6% between January

particular, initial prices for durum ($135) have been cut almost in A e
half this year. (Wheat prices peaked in 1995/96, when the initial@"d September 1998, compared with the same period in 1997.

prices were $246.) Oilseeds have fared better despite recervailable on CANSIM: matrices 171-172, 208-215, 225, 244,
lower prices for canola. 263-272, 3571-3603 and 5678.

Overall, the decline in revenue for farmers in the livestock The January-September 1998 issueFafm cash receipts
sector was less substantial in the third quarter of 1998 (-1.4%(21-001-XIB, $15/$48) is now available on the Internet at
from a year earlier to $3.6 billion). Receipts grew from January towww.statcan.ca. Agriculture economic statistics supplement
September for the cattle industry and for the supply-managed21-603-UPE, Issue 98-002, $26/$52) will be released in January.
sector (poultry and milk producers). However, hog producers’ For further information, contact Paul Murray (613-951-0065;
revenues were especially hard hit during the first nine months ofmurrpau@statcan.ca), Agriculture Division.

‘

Sales of new cars and trucks
tumble

Note to readers

preial
Lide

Passenger cars include those used for personal and comm
purposes (such as taxis or rental cars). Trucks incl

les of new motor vehicles plunged 10.9% in October as
incentives were reduced and weak commaodity prices may

ave hurt sales in the West. October’s decline followed a

5.5% increase in September, which was the only monthly sale
increase since May. Sales were 7.2% lower this October than las]
After advancing at the start of the year, sales of new vehicles hav
been declining since last summer. (All figures are seasonally
adjusted unless otherwise specified).

minivans, sport-utility vehicles, light and heavy trucks, va
coaches and buses.

. The Big Three automakers are General Motors, Ford
t.Chrysler. The Big Three may sell new vehicles manufact
b in North America as well as those made overseas (import

For reasons of confidentiality, data for the Yukon g
Northwest Territories are included with British Columbia da

ns,

and
ured

S).
nd
ta.

(continued on page 4)

Statistics Canada — INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002E

December 18, 1998



4

... Sales of new cars and trucks tumble

The Big Three saw new car sales drop 12.5% in October to
30,383 units, erasing an 11.6% advance in September. Industr '000 units
sources suggest that September sales were bolstered by stror 150
incentives, which were discontinued in October. October sales ,,, L i
for the Big Three were down 11.2% from a year earlier.

Overall, sales of new cars sank 10.6% in October to 56,012
units (-5.4% from October 1997). Sales were 5.4% lower thanin 120 | 4
October 1997. New car sales have generally been declining sinc
last summer. Truck sales tumbled 11.3% in October to 55,864 110 [ 7
units (-9.0%). This followed a strong 9.1% increase in September.
Apart from the big decline in January 1998, October’s was the
largest monthly decline in truck sales since January 1993. 90 [ .
Generally, new truck sales have been flat since the end of 1997.

Sales of new motor vehicles

130 -

100 | T

80llllIIlllIlII|IIIIIIIlIIIlIIIlIIIl

Sales of new cars made in North America dove 14.1% in N J J J
October to 43,116 units (-12.8%). This was the second largest 1995 1996 1997 1998
month-to-month decline in 1998. Monthly sales this year have = Trend! = —— Seasonally adjusted

not kept pace with the levels reached last year, as year-to-dat——— —

sales were 7.8% behind the same 10 months in 1997. Virtually* The short-term trend represents a moving average of the data.
the only positive note, cars made overseas fared better, as sale
rose 3.5% in October to 12,895 units (+32.7%). Moreover, the
year-to-date sales figures were 42.7% ahead of last year. Sales beading that decrease were dealers in Saskatchewan (-22.4%),
cars made overseas have grown steadily since the fall of 1996. Manitoba (-21.1%), Alberta (-18.1%), New Brunswick (-12.9%)

- BTSSR
October sales of all new vehicles were down from Octoberand.BrItISh Columbia (-11.0 @'
1997 in most provinces (unadjusted for seasonality). DealergAvailable on CANSIM: matrix 64.

recorded double-digit declines in Saskatchewan (-23.6%),The October 1998 issueléw motor vehicle salg$3-007-XIB,
Manitoba (-20.8%), Alberta (-15.1%) and British Columbia $13/$124) will be available shortly. To order data, or for general
(-13.7%). Only in Newfoundland was a modest gain postedinformation, contact Client Services (613-951-3549; 1 877
(+1.1%). New car sales declined in all provinces except Prince421-3067; logener@statcan.ca), Distributive Trades Division.
Edward Island (+6.5%). The largest declines were in Saskatchewapor analytical information, contact Jeff Fritzsche (613-951-2812;
(-26.0%), Manitoba (-20.3%) and British Columbia (-17.6%). fritief@statcan.ca), Distributive Trades Division.

Truck sales fell in all provinces except Newfoundland (+5.3%).

‘

Value of bU|Id|ng permitS dI‘OpS Value of building permits

unicipalities issued $1.4 billion worth of building permits -

for housing in October, down 5.8% from September zg'”'ons

and the second straight decline. It also was the lowest
level for residential construction intentions since October 1996.
In the non-residential sector, the value of permits dropped 10.2%
to $1.2 billion. Declines in commercial and institutional intentions 15k i

more than offset an increase in the industrial component, resulting Residential
in a third consecutive monthly decline for the sector.

Both single- and multi-family housing components contributed
to October’s decline in the residential sector. Permits for multi- 1.0 |- .
family housing fell a sharp 20.2% to $323 million, the lowest
level since April 1996. The single-family sector dipped 0.4% to Non-residential
$1.1 billion. The multi-family component shows significant
monthly fluctuations because of large individual projects. The 0.5
residential sector has been slowing since the beginning of the
year, a result of lagging intentions to build single-family dwellings,
which represent about 70% of the sector. To illustrate, = Trend — Seasonally adjusted
municipalities issued permits worth $10.6 billion for single-family
dwellings during the first 10 months of 1998, down 4.4% compared

with 1997. By contrast, permits for multi-family housing edged Were in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia. Housing permits
down just 0.8% to $4.1 billion. in British Columbia were down 34.2% compared with October

. . _ . L 1997 to their lowest level since December 1990.
Provincially, the largest increases in housing permits in October

occurred in Quebec and Manitoba. The most significant declines

N J J J (0]
1995 1996 1997 1998

(continued on page 5)
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... Value of building permits drops

Although momentum in the non-residential sector has been
slowing for three months, the value of permits issued in the first
10 months of 1998 was up 28.8% compared with the same perio
in 1997. This was the sector’s best performance in the first 1(
months of a year since 1989. The industrial component was th
only increase in October (+16.2% to $356 million). Most of that
activity came from large projects in the utilities and transportation
category. The commercial component’s decline in October was . han doubled. reflecting i in all th
the second in a row (-14.8% to $602 million). Mostly it reflected permits more than doubled, refiecting increases in a ree

a decrease in projects for trade and services and for office bu”dingsqomponents.

The institutional component dropped the most (-27.0% to Available on CANSIM: matrices 80 (levels 3-7 and 33-48), 129,

$211 million). This decline was due to slowdowns in medical and 137, 443, 989-992, 994, 995 and 4073.

government building projects. The October 1998 issue Btiilding permits (64-001-XIB, $19/
On the non-residential side, October’s decreases in Quebedb186) is now available via the Internet at www.statcan.ca. For

Ontario and British Columbia were led by the commercial further information, contact Joanne Bureau (613-951-9689;

component. A sharp rise in Alberta reflected a large jump inburejoa@statcan.ca) or Ginette Gervais (613-951-2025;

industrial intentions. In Saskatchewan, the value of non-residentiapervgin@statcan.ca), Investment and Capital Stock Division.

Note to readers

The monthly Building and Demolitions Permits Survey coyers
2,600 municipalities and represents 94% of the population. It
is an early indicator of building activity. The value of planrjed
construction activities shown in this release exclugles
engineering projects (waterworks, sewers, culverts etc.)[and
land. Unless otherwise stated, the data are seasonally adjysted.

Building permits 1, October 1998
Seasonally adjusted

Total Residential Non-residential

$ millions % change, $ millions % change, $ millions % change,

previous month previous month previous month

Canada 2,554.1 -7.9 1,388.5 -5.8 1,168.6 -10.2
Newfoundland 22.5 39.9 8.9 -2.3 13.6 94.8
Prince Edward Island 121 -26.3 5.9 40.8 6.2 -49.1
Nova Scotia 54.9 8.3 29.1 -13.9 25.8 52.9
New Brunswick 37.4 -7.5 17.9 -11.8 19.5 -3.2
Quebec 415.0 -18.8 241.7 6.1 173.3 -38.9
Ontario 1,058.1 -10.5 613.1 -6.0 445.0 -16.1
Manitoba 96.0 -10.8 36.9 15.0 59.0 -21.8
Saskatchewan 77.0 36.0 21.8 -26.0 55.2 103.6
Alberta 455.8 7.7 234.8 -10.3 221.0 36.8
British Columbia 318.2 -12.8 173.6 -13.1 144.7 -12.3
Yukon 3.0 5.2 1.5 -20.7 1.5 53.4
Northwest Territories 7.1 159.4 3.3 109.5 3.8 227.2

1 pata may not add to totals due to rounding. Some percentage changes should be interpreted with caution because of the small numbers involved.

‘

More homeowners doing their Note to readers
own repailrs and renovations The data from the Homeowner Repair and Renovation Syrvey

were collected from a sample of approximately 20,800
ending on home repairs and renovations increased last homeowners, which represent about 70% of the total hpme
ear for the first time since 1994. In 1997, Canada’s | renovation market. Contractwork includes contract (includjng
.5 million homeowners spent $12.8 billion to improve and | labour and materials) and/or separate hired labour costs.

maintain their dwellings, up 7.3% from 1996. On average, that| Materials include all building supplies purchased by the

works out to $1,712 per homeowner in 1997, up $95 from the| homeowner. All the data presented in this article arg in
previous year. However, this average was still considerably| current dollars.

below the peak of $2,197 in 1989.

Spending increased faster on building materials than it did on  The larger increase in spending on building materials may be a
contractors, indicating a movement toward “do-it-yourself”’ result of a number of factors, including activity in the housing
activity. Homeowners, on average, allocate about $6 to contractorgharket. According to the Canadian Real Estate Association,
out of every $10 they spend on repairs and renovations. Oresales advanced 3% in 1997. At the same time, new housing
average, homeowners spent $1,056 on contract work in 199Fonstruction climbed 18%, according to Canada Mortgage and
(+2.5% from 1996). The average amount spent on buildingHousing Corporation. Homeowners who move tend to make
materials was $655 (+11.6%). Homeowners in urban areaghanges to the new home that tailor it to their taste.
contracted out two-thirds of their repair and renovation budget,
whereas those in rural areas contracted out only half. (continued on page 6)
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... More homeowners doing their own repairs and

renovations Homeowner repair and renovation expenditures, 1997
Owners of single-family detached dwellings accounted for the Average Contract Materials
lion’s share of repairs and renovations in 1997. They spent 86% expenditure work
of the $12.8 billion total or an average of $1,821. By comparison, $
apartment owners spent an average of $934, while owners of
other types of housing (such as townhouses) spent $1,365. Canada 1712 1,056 655
Within five broad expenditure categories, homeowners spentNewfoundland 1,451 487 964
the most (an average of $642) on renovations and alterationsPrince Edward Island 1,599 989 610
This category includes remodelling rooms such as bathrooms angiov2 Scotia 1,527 894 633
. . . . ew Brunswick 1,303 755 547
kitchens, upgrading doors or windows, and adding eavestroughsgapec 1625 gaa 781
They spen_t the. least ($102) on new i_nstallqti_on; such as elecyricagmario 1814 1,270 544
and plumbing fixtures, heating and air conditioning, and carpeting. Manitoba 1,377 776 601
. Saskatchewan 1,567 874 693
Homeowners in the 35-to-44 age group spent (on average) th@perta 1756 1,092 664
most on home improvements in 1997 ($2,077), possibly becauseritish Columbia 1,863 1,130 732

they were renovating to meet the needs of an expanding family:

Those aged 45 to 54 followed closely, with average spending oy b hjicatiorHomeowner repair and renovation expenditure
$1,927. By comparison, homeowners aged 65 and over spent O canada, 1997(62-201-XPB) will be released in February

average only $1,110, three-quarters of it going to contractors. 1999. ltis also possible to order custom and semi-custom tables

Homeowners in British Columbia spent the highest average on62C0011). The semi-custom tables present data by level of
repairs and renovations in 1997, followed closely by those inexpenditure, province, the size of the region of residence, the type
Ontario. By contrast, homeowners in New Brunswick spent theof dwelling, period of construction and the age of reference
lowest average per household. Do-it-yourself activity had theperson. For further information, contact Client Services (1 888
largest share of the market in Newfoundland, where homeownerg297-7355 or 613-951-7355; income@statcan.ca), Income
allocated 66 cents of every repair and renovation dollar to buyingStatistics Division.
building materials. In Ontario, on the other hand, homeowners
allocated only 30 cents of every dollar to buy materials.

. g
New hOUSlng prices move hlgher New housing price indexes, October 1997 to October 1998
he New Housing Price Index was 1.0% higher in October
compared with the same period a year earlier. This index, L
which measures contractors selling prices for new houses Canada 10
increased 0.1% between September and October 1998. The inde¢ Halifax |16
(1992=100) stood at 100.2 in October. Montréal [Jo.6
The largest monthly increases were noted in Charlottetown  Ottawa-Hull [ J17
(+1.0%) and London (+0.7%), where some builders passed or Toronto ]3.3
higher construction costs to buyers of new homes. Smaller increase Calgary | 7.2
were also noted in several of the cities surveyed. However, thes Edmonton | 54 129
increases were almost completely offset by a monthly decrease i\ ncouver| [
Vancouver (-0.6%), which carries a large weight in the index.

There were no other decreases this month, but 10 of the 21 citie : L L ' L :
surveyed showed no monthly change either in October. Generally ¢ 4 2 0 2 4 6 & 10
contractors attributed these stable prices to competitive factors. % change

Year-over-year changes in new house prices varied considerabl
among the cities surveyed. The largest annual increase was
observed in the active Calgary market (+7.2%). The IargestF

he fourth quarter 1998 issue @bnstruction price statistics
62-007-XPB, $24/$79) will be available in March 1999. For
urther information, contact Louise Chainé (613-951-3350; fax:
613-951-1539; infounit@statcan.ca), Prices Division.

annual decreases were noted in Victoria (-6.5%) and Vancouve
(-5.1%), where market conditions remain very competitive.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9921.
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Fewer charitable donors, Note to readers

but greater generosity Only donations made to approved organizations and for which
official tax receipts were provided are allowed as deductipns
Fewer Canadians gave money to charities in 1997, but thosg in the tax system. It is possible to carry donations forward for

that did gave more. Just under 5.3 million taxfilers reported| up to five years after the year in which they were made.

charitable deductions on their 1997 personal income tax| Accordingly, the charitable donations declared on tax returns
returns, down 3.1% from the year before. However, theseg in 1997 might reflect donations that were made in the pastfive
individuals gave $4.3 billion, up 6.0% from 1996. years and were only just claimed for tax purposes in 1997.

The decline in the number of donors was the largest this| AlSO, tax laws allow taxfilers to combine their charitahle
decade, while the increase in donations was the second largegtdonations with those of their spouse to get the maximun tax
Part of the greater generosity can be attributed to the new, highgrbenefit. Consequently, the number of individuals who giye to
maximum deduction limit (75% of netincome, compared with the | charity may be larger than the number who report donatigns.
previous limit of 50%) allowed by Revenue Canada as of the 1997  All figures in this article have been adjusted for inflation|as
tax year. measured by the Consumer Price Index.

For most of the decade, both the number of donors and their
donations have remained fairly stable. The number of donors has The people who donate to charitable organizations tend to do
tended to stay around 5.4 million and donations were consistentlyso later in life. In 1997, about 37% of individuals aged 65 and
around $3.5 billion until 1996, when donations climbed 11% to over reported charitable donations, compared with only 18.8% of
just more than $4 billion. those aged 25 to 34. As people grow older, the tendency to donate

Compared with 1996, the number of taxfilers who reported Money to charity rises, as does the amount they give. For example,
charitable donations in 1997 increased in only Alberta and in thet@xfilers aged 65 and over gave more than $1.4 billion to charity

Yukon. Quebec was the province where the number of donord2St yéar, compared with $310.1 million donated by those aged

showed the sharpest drop (-8.0% to just under 1.2 million). to

Meanwhile, the amount donated grew in six provinces: NovaThe charitable donors databank provides information on taxfilers
Scotia, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Britishwho claimed charitable donations on their 1997 tax returns.
Columbia. In Ontario, the amount donated to charities vaultedDatabanks forCharitable donors(13C0014) are available for
9.9% to almost $2.0 billion, the largest increase among theCanada, the provinces/territories, cities, towns, census
provinces. metropolitan areas, census divisions and for areas as small as

The median donation (the point at which half of the donationsforé’l"‘?;rd sdolrtation areas (the fifslg th:cee r(}:ha_ra;cters of the postal
are above and half below) was $170 in 1997. Once againCode) and letter carrier routes. For further information, contact
charitable donors in Newf)oundland had the highest medianC!ient Services (613-951-9720; fax: 613-951-4745;
donation in the country ($270), despite having the lowest mediarg@@dinfo@statcan.ca), Small Area and Administrative Data
total income ($27,900). Quebec taxfilers had the lowest mediarP!VISion.
donation ($100); the median total income of the province’s donors
was $34,900.

Donors and donations, 1997

Donors Donations

% of taxfiilers Count 1996 to 1997 Amount 1996 to 1997

% change $ 000s % change

Canada 25.7 5,285,560 -3.1 4,273,085 6.0
Newfoundland 21.2 80,310 -5.4 49,343 -3.8
Prince Edward Island 27.8 26,160 -5.8 18,061 -0.6
Nova Scotia 24.5 154,850 -5.3 107,727 2.6
New Brunswick 23.5 123,320 5.7 99,072 -0.3
Quebec 23.0 1,183,330 -8.0 471,157 -3.3
Ontario 28.1 2,154,150 -1.6 1,989,245 9.9
Manitoba 29.6 231,870 -15 203,040 5.0
Saskatchewan 27.9 190,420 -1.8 171,261 3.6
Alberta 25.9 501,550 0.4 518,176 5.7
British Columbia 20.0 630,840 -0.2 639,349 5.5
Yukon 19.3 3,660 1.7 2,704 -2.3
Northwest Territories 14.2 5,120 -3.8 3,950 -7.8

P
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New from Statistics Canada

Products shipped by Canadian manufacturers

™ Irrir:FJ:h :'Iﬁl‘hrl':;.r
ﬂ :.L..:Pananm Il:lr‘::hlrl:nr'l: 1996

mwrulsalercd ramsdien

- r-
[ — . [T TR TS

This edition of Products shipped by Canadian manufacturgresents an analysis
e dayh manufacturers’ product shipments (the values and quantities) at the national and pr
¥, 5 4

L T R
...- r

manufacturing shipments.

The report also features an article titled “Stages of processing and economic tren
manufacturing sector, 1988-1996". It looks at patterns in manufacturing output and co
the data to the United States by stage of processing over the 1988-t0-1996 period.

The publicationProducts shipped by Canadian manufacturers, 19@3-211-XPB, $67) ig
now available. A CD-ROM version of this publication will be available shortly. For fur
information, contact Bruno Pépin (613-951-3529; fax: 613-951-3522; manufact@statca
Manufacturing, Construction and Energy Division.

f
incial/

territorial levels for 1995 and 1996. The data, which are derived from the Annual Suryey of
Manufacturers, are based on the Standard Classification of Goods and cover about 93% of all

in the
pares

ther
n.ca),

Are there high-tech industries or only high-tech firms?
1996

This research investigates what it means to be high-tech. Its findings, which are relevant to the ongoing debate anecotitieen
new knowledge economy, suggest that firms that develop high-tech competencies are found in many different sect
economy — and many do not conform to popular notions of high-tech. In fact, high-tech firms are active in virtually aksn
This study argues for a definition of high-tech that considers innovation, advanced technology use and investment inlsy@he
a move away from simplistic definitions of high-tech that are often only related to research and development expenditures

The research studyre there high-tech industries or only high-tech firms?: Evidence from new-technology based fiissbw
available. To obtain a paper copy ($5), contact Louise Laurin (613-951-4676), Micro-economic Analysis Division. The [sap
available free on the Internet at www.statcan.ca. For further information, contact John Baldwin (613-951-8588) or Guy

atu

prs of fl
justri
ski

Bris a
Gellatly

(613-951-3758), Micro-economic Analysis Division.
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New from Statistics Canada

Canadian social trends
Winter 1998

The winter 1998 issue @anadian social trendfeatures the following articles: “Canada

difference?”, “Skill deficits among the young,” and “Ice storm '98!".

Each quarterCanadian social trendintegrates data from many sources to exan
emerging social trends and issues. It also features the latest social indicators, as
information about Statistics Canada’s products and services.

The winter 1998 issue @fanadian social trend$11-008-XPE, $11/$36) is now availabl
For further information, contact Susan Crompton (613-951-2556), Housing, Family
Social Statistics Division.

Portrait of official language communities
1996 Census

in almost 6,000 towns, villages and cities. It also presents these data at the level of Canada, the provinces anig$heRertitey

mentioned. These characteristics include age groups, home language, knowledge of languages, marital status, ethmdaridi
immigration, mobility status, citizenship, highest level of schooling, labour force activity, occupation, industry and istridoatiah.

These data allow analysis of all of the profiled characteristics to be done at local levels — as well as at the natiocial/ [p

mother tongue or first official language spoken.

Windows applications.

Corbeil (613-951-2315; corbjea@statcan.ca), Demography Division.

first time, a profile of both official language groups is available that covers a wide range of characteristics in theigeogaaph

S

aboriginal languages”, “Paying off student loans”, “Literacy: Does language make a

ine
well as

D

and

This new CD-ROM profiles the demographic, cultural, linguistic and socio-economic characteristics of English and Frenchiesmmuni

n, per

rovi

territorial levels — for either official language group by sex. The language groups are defined according to one ofiawe- griter
This CD-ROM includes the Beyond 20/20 browser, making it a snap to search and sort data and to copy tables and charts to ot

Profile of official language communitieg94F0010XCB, $60) is now available. It is part of the Dimensions Series of CD{ROM
products. To order, contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. For further information, contactelgan-P

Statistics Canada — INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002E December 18, 1998



10

Current trends

Gross domestic product

Composite Index

% change, % change,
previous month previous month
10 r . 10 r .
e n‘rm-lﬂH_‘ NN '
o LA | i |_| IJI'I-|u LA o =
-05 |_| . -05 F .
1.0 AN EEEEEE NN AN NN 1.0 s by s s by by
o J J J S N J J J O
1995 1996 1997 1998 1995 1996 1997 1998
Economic activity edged up 0.1% in September. This followed In October, the leading indicator edged up 0.1% after two
August’s 0.7% recovery. months of no change.
Consumer Price Index Unemployment rate
% change,
previous year %
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Consumers paid 1.0% more for goods and services in In November, the unemployment rate notched down 0.1
October 1998 than they did a year earlier. Food prices percentage points to 8.0%.
rose 1.4%.
Manufacturing Merchandise trade
$ billions $ billions
50 a 0r .
45 Unfilled orders 1 25 'W_
40 A 20 1
Imports
BT Shipments ] 51 ]
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N J J J o J J J
1995 1996 1997 1998 1995 1996 1997 1998

Manufacturers’ shipments rose 2.1% in October to
$38.3 billion. The level of unfilled orders jumped 2.6%
to $49.1 billion.

In September, the value of merchandise exports dipped 0.6%
from August to $27.2 billion. Imports advanced a slight 0.4%
to $25.6 billion.

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted except the Consumer Price Index.
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Latest statistics

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of the price indexes.
* new this week
T percentage point

Change, Change
previous previous
Period Level period year
GENERAL
Gross domestic product ($ billion, 1992) September 719.2 0.1%
Composite Index (1981=100) October 207.3 0.1% 3
Operating profits of enterprises ($ billion) Q31998 25.6 3.7% -9
Capacity utilization (%) Q3 1998 83.5 - 0.6t - 1.2
DOMESTIC DEMAND
Retail trade ($ billion) September 21.0 1.1% 4,
New motor vehicle sales (thousand of units) October* 111.9 - 10.9% -
LABOUR
Employment (millions) November 14.54 0.7% 3.4%
Unemployment rate (%) November 8.0 - 0.1t -1
Participation rate (%) November 65.6 0.4t 0.7t
Labour income ($ billion) September 38.9 0.1% 3.
Average weekly earnings ($) September 604.28 -0.2% ]
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Merchandise exports ($ billion) September 27.2 - 0.6% 7
Merchandise imports ($ billion) September 25.6 0.5% 7
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billion) September 1.6 -0.3 -
MANUFACTURING
Shipments ($ billion) October* 38.3 2.1% 3.9
New orders ($ billion) October* 39.5 4.1% 3.1
Unfilled orders ($ billion) October* 49.1 2.6% 18.5
Inventory/shipments ratio October* 1.31 —-0.03 0.02
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1992=100) October 109.0 0.4% 1
Industrial Product Price Index (1992=100) October 120.2 0.7% (
Raw Materials Price Index (1992=100) October 107.9 - 0.3% — 14
New Housing Price Index (1992=100) October* 100.2 0.1% 1

P.1%
3%
1%
1.

D00
7.2%

DT

D%
2%

2%
9%

.0%
7%
1.0%
0%

Infomat

A weekly review

Published by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada, 10th floor, Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Can
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paper version, $145; Internet version, $109. Prices outside Canada are the samg,
but are in U.S. dollars. All prices exclude sales tax.

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of Amg

To subscribe: Send a money order or cheque payable to the ReceiveEl_ational Stan_dard for Information Sciences — Permanence of Paper for B
General of Canada/Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, ibrary Materials, ANSI 739.48 — 1984.

Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. To @
order by telephone call (613) 951-7277, or 1 800 700-1033 both in Canada and
outside of Canada.

hda.
hay
y any
hout
tics

rican
rinted

Statistics Canada — INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002E December 18, 1998



12

Publications released from December 10 to 16, 1998

Price: Issue/Subscription

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension are Internet versions (B signifies bilingual, E signifies Englishjtith#®¢Bwor -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote the paper version. XDB means the electronic version on diskette or compact disc.

Division/Title of publication Period Catalogue Canada Outside Canjada
number (C$) (US$)

AGRICULTURE
Farm Financial Survey (FFS) 1997 21F0008XIB Free Free
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND

FINANCIAL FLOWS
Canada’s international transactions in securities September 1998 67-002-XPB 18/176 18/176
CANADIAN CENTRE FOR JUSTICE

STATISTICS
A profile of youth justice in Canada 1997

Internet 85-544-XIE 30 30

Papier 85-544-XPE 40 40
HOUSING, FAMILY AND SOCIAL

STATISTICS
Canadian social trends Winter 1998 11-008-XPE 11/36 11Y36
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Exports by country Jan.-Sept. 1998

Microfiche 65-003-XMB 62/206 62/206

Papier 65-003-XPB 124/412 124/4172
INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK
Building permits October 1998 64-001-X1B 19/186 19/186
MANUFACTURING, CONSTRUCTION

AND ENERGY
Cement October 1998 44-001-X1B 5/47 5/47
Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins October 1998 46-002-XPB 7162 7/62
Oil and fats October 1998 32-006-X1B 5/47 5/47
Oil pipeline transport September 1998 55-001-XPB 12/114 12/114
Production and shipments of steel pipe and tubing October 1998 41-011-XPB 7162 7162
Products shipped by Canadian manufacturers 1996 31-211-XPB 67 67
TRANSPORTATION
Surface and marine transport service bulletin,

Vol. 14, no. 4 Second quarter 1998 50-002-X1B 10/62 10462

How to order publications

To order Infomat or other publications:

Please refer to th® Title ® Catalogue numbe? Volume number® Issue number® Your VISA or MasterCard number.
In Canada and outside Canada call: (613) 951-727%r 1 800 700-1033
Fax your order to us: (613) 951-1584r 1 800 889-9734
Or e-mail your order: order@statcan.ca

To order on the Internet: Visit the Statistics Canada web site at www.statcan.ca and click on “Products and services”.

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K

Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications.

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.

For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

For address changesPlease refer to your customer account number.

Visit Statistics Canada anytime on the Internet; www.statcan.ca

1A 0T6.
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Regional Reference Centres

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each referigence centt
equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, diskettes, CD-ROM dises, microfic
maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval systems. £
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those who are located outside local calling areas. Mahyabteer
services — from seminars to consultations — are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional Refexence Centr

Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia,

Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

1741 Brunswick Street

2nd Floor, Box 11

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1800 263-1136

Fax: (902) 426-9538

E-mail: atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Suite 412, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (514) 283-9350

National Capital Region

Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue

Tunney’s Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (613) 951-0581

E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca

Ontario

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

10th Floor

Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (416) 973-7475

Manitoba

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (204) 983-7543

E-mail: statswpg@solutions.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405

Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (306) 780-5403

E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Southern Alberta

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta

T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717

Toll free: 1800 263-1136

Fax: (403) 292-4958

E-mail: degagnej@cadvision.com

Northern Alberta andthe
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (403) 495-5318
E-mail: ewieall@statcan.ca

British Columbia andthe Yukon
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (604) 666-4863
E-mail: stcvan@statcan.ca

Telecommunications Device for the Hearing

Impaired
Toll free: 1 800 363-7629
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