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Highlights

B |n 1996, according to the RCMP, approximately 56,000 cases of children under 18 years of age were
reported missing to Canadian police. The majority of these were runaways (78%). Abductions account
for less than 1% of all reported missing children.

B The majority of children reported missing are 14 years of age or older (72%).

B According to the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey, almost 1,000 children were victims of an
attempted or completed abduction in Canada in 1996. Two-thirds of these were parental abductions
and one-third were non-parental abductions.

B Between 1983 and 1992, the rate of child abductions increased by 65% (11.8 to 19.5 per 100,000
children under 16). However, over the past 4 years the rate decreased by 23% (15.1 in 1996).

B The majority of those accused of abduction were male (60%).

B Females were more often victims of abduction (58%), particularly in non-parental abductions (66%).
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Introduction

Canadian children are reported missing more often than we would like to believe.
According to data released by the RCMP, approximately 56,000 children were
reported missing in 1996, an average of 153 children a day. A child not returning
from school at the normal time, a child wandering off without telling the parent, or a
child not being returned after a scheduled visit with a parent or family member - any
missing child is of great concern to the searching parent(s) and to society as a whole.

Missing children are a concern for a wide variety of reasons. Most important is that
a missing child is at risk, either from themselves or at the hands of someone else.
For instance, a study on prostitution found that many runaways were at risk of
becoming involved in prostitution (Ministry of Alberta Family and Social Services,
1997). Furthermore, the social costs relating to missing children are incalculable,
including the emotional burden to the searching parent(s), family and friends, and
the emotional costs to the victim. There are also the financial costs relating to the
involvement of social services, police, health care systems, and in some instances
the courts and judiciary.

This Juristat will highlight available data to provide a perspective on missing children
in Canada and show what is being done to assist in their location and recovery. It
will focus more specifically on parental and non-parental abductions.

Missing Children

In 1996, the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) computer network entered
56,000 children under the age of 18 as reported missing (See Box “Missing Children’s
Registry”). Between 1992 and 1996, approximately 300,000 children were reported
missing.
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Missing Children’s Registry

When a child under the age of 18 is reported missing to any Canadian police agency, a
record is entered in the CPIC system. The RCMP Missing Children’s Registry receives
a copy of all records entered into CPIC relating to missing children. Information is also
available by probable cause (the suspected reason that the child is missing). The record
is removed from CPIC when the child is located and/or recovered. This count of entries
into and removals from the system is the basis for the information on missing children
reported by the RCMP.

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving
its clients in a prompt, reliable and
courteous manner and in the official
language of their choice. To this end, the
agency has developed standards of
service which its employees observe in
serving its clients. To obtain a copy of
these service standards, please contact
your nearest Statistics Canada Regional
Reference Centre.

The paper used in this publication
meets the minimum requirements
of American National Standard for
Information Sciences —
Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANSI Z239.48 —
1984.

®

By far the greatest number of children reported missing are runaways. Consistently,
runaway children account for approximately 78% of all children reported missing
(see Figure 1). In addition, in 1996 16% were reported missing for unknown reasons
and 3% for “other” reasons (including children who have not returned to a detention
home or other institution for young offenders). It is believed that the vast majority of
these children are also runaways. Other causes include: wandered off or lost (2%);
abductions (both parental and stranger, less than 1%); and, accidents (instances
where the disappearance is attributed to a boating accident, flying, hiking, or
avalanche where the body has not been recovered, 0.1).

More female children are reported missing than males (57%). Only in cases of
suspected accidents or where the child has wandered off are girls less likely to be
reported missing (35% and 48%, respectively) (see Figure 2). Almost one-half of
the children reported missing were between 14 and 15 years of age. A further 23%
were 16 to 17, 21% were 12 to 13, and the remainder were less than 11 years old
(See Figure 3).

It is not possible to say with certainty what proportion of children reported missing

each year are returned to a parent. In a given year, over 90% of missing children
records are removed from CPIC (RCMP, 1991 to 1995). However, it should be
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Figure 1

RCMP Missing Children's Registry
Children reported missing by probable cause, 1996

Total number of children
reported missing
56,122
43,717 9,181 822 409 45 34 1,914
(77.9%) (16.4%) (1.5%) (0.7%) (0.1%) (0.1%) (3.4%)
Runaway Unknown Wandered Paren?al Stranger Accident Other
off/Lost abduction abduction
Figure 2 Figure 3

RCMP Missing Children's Registry, 1996
Probable cause by gender

Runaway 43% | 57%

Unknown 47% | 53%
Wandered off/Lost 52% | 48%
Parental abduction 43% | 57%
Stranger abduction 44% | 56%

Accident 65% | 35%

Other 44% | 56%
[CImale [ Female

Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Missing Children's Registry.

noted that removal from the system does not necessarily
mean that the child has been returned to a parent. It means
that the child has been located. Also, some records will be
removed in the year in which they are entered, while others
relate to reports from previous years.

Over a six year period (1991-1996), children ran away at a
rate of almost 117 a day or an average of 5 reported every
hour. Although many of these children are located within a
short period of time, many who are not located may be living
on the streets. According to data provided by the RCMP,
approximately 55% of reported runaways are repeat runaways
(RCMPR, 1994).
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RCMP Missing Children's Registry, 1996
Age profile of reported missing children
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Source: Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Missing Children's Registry.

Abductions

Bill C-127 was proclaimed into law in 1983. This Bill made
revisions to the Criminal Code of Canada, clearly
distinguishing between parental abduction with a custody
order and parental abduction without a custody order. In
addition, there are sections dealing with the abduction of a
child under 14 and abduction of an unmarried child under
16. Still in force is Canada’s kidnapping section of the Criminal
Code (see Box “Legislation on Abductions”). From 1983
onwards, Canadian police forces began reporting
occurrences of child abduction to the Canadian Centre for
Justice Statistics (CCJS) through the Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR) Survey, providing an accurate description
of child abductions occurring in Canada.



Legislation on Abductions

Abduction of person under sixteen

S.280 (1) Every one who, without lawful authority, takes or causes to be taken an unmarried person under the age of sixteen years out
of the possession of and against the will of the parent or guardian of that person or of any person who has the lawful care and
charge of that person is guilty of an indictable offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.

Abduction of person under fourteen

S.281 Every one who, not being the parent, guardian or person having the lawful care or charge of a person under the age of
fourteen years, unlawfully takes, entices away, conceals, detains, receives or harbours that person with the intent to deprive
a parent or guardian, or any other person who has the lawful care or charge of that person, of the possession of that person
is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years.

Abduction in contravention of a custody order

S.282 (1) Every one who, being the parent or guardian or person having the lawful care or charge of a person under the age of fourteen
years, takes, entices away, conceals, detains, receives or harbours that person, in contravention of the custody provisions of
a custody order in relation to that person made by a court anywhere in Canada, with intent to deprive a parent or guardian or
any other person who has the lawful care or charge of that person, of the possession of that person is guilty of
(8 an indictable offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years; or
(b) an offence punishable on summary conviction.

(2) Where a count charges an offence under subsection (1) and the offence is not proven only because the accused did not

believe that there was a valid custody order but the evidence does not prove an offence under section 283, the accused may
be convicted of an offence under section 283.

Abduction

S.283 (1) Every one who, being the parent of guardian or person having the lawful care or charge of a person under the age of fourteen
years, takes, entices away, conceals, detains, receives or harbours that person, whether or not there is a custody order in
relation to that person made by a court anywhere in Canada, with the intent to deprive a parent or guardian, or any other
person who has the lawful care or charge of that person, of the possession of that person is guilty of
(@) an indictable offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years; or
(b) an offence punishable on summary conviction.

(2) No proceedings may be commenced under subsection (1) without the consent of the Attorney General or counsel instructed

by him for that purpose.

Kidnapping - Forcible Confinement
S.279 (1) Every one who kidnaps a person with intent
(a) to cause him to be confined or imprisoned against his will,
(b) to cause him to be unlawfully sent or transported out of Canada against his will, or
(c) to hold him for ransom or to service against his will, is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to imprisonment for life.
(2) Every one who, without lawful authority, confines, imprisons or forcibly seizes another person is guilty of an indictable offence
and liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years.

Defences Related to Abduction

S.284 No one shall be found guilty of an offence under sections 281 to 283 if he establishes that the taking, enticing away, concealing,
detaining, receiving or harbouring of any young person was done with the consent of the parent, guardian or other person having
the lawful possession, care or charge of that young person.

S.285 No one shall be found guilty of an offence under sections 280 to 283 if the court is satisfied that the taking, enticing away,
concealing, detaining, receiving or harbouring of any young person was necessary to protect the young person from danger of
imminent harm or if the person charged with the offence was escaping from danger of imminent harm.

S.286 In proceedings in respect of an offence under sections 280 to 283, it is not a defence to any charge that a young person
consented to or suggested any conduct of the accused.

According to the UCR survey, between 1983 and 1992, the
total abduction rate per 100,000 children under 16 years of
age (including attempted and completed offences) increased
by 65%, from 11.8 to 19.5 (Figure 4). However, after that it
decreased every year. In 1996, the total abduction rate had
declined to 15.1, down 23% from 1992. Consistently, parental
abductions account for approximately 60% of all abductions,
and non-parental for the other 40% (see Table 1). The trends
for both parental and non-parental abductions are similar to
that for total abductions.

“Parental abductions” may be classified into two offences: in
contravention of a custody order (where a custody order for
the child was in effect and the non-custodial parent abducted
the child); and where there is no custody order in effect.
Similarly, “non-parental abductions” may be classified into
two offences: abduction of a child under 14; and abduction
of an unmarried child under 16. Non-parental abductions
refer to someone who does not have legal care, control, or
guardianship of the child, such as a grandparent, uncle or
aunt, family acquaintance, or stranger.
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Figure 4

Abducted children in Canada,
1983 to 1996

Rate per 100,000 children under 16

25
20r Total abductions 7]
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Parental abductions
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5 Non parental abductions ]
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1983 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88 '89 90 '91 '92 '93 '94 '95 '96

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada.

In 1996, there were 964 child abductions reported to the UCR
Survey (attempted and completed), a rate of almost 3 per
day. Almost two-thirds of these abductions were parental,
either with or without a custody order (see Figure 5). Non-
parental abductions accounted for the remainder.

Figure 5

Type of abductions in Canada,
1996

Parental abductions
contravening
a custody order

Parental abductions
without
custody order
24%

Non-parental
abductions
<14 & <16 (unmarried)
38%

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada.

The national trend in abductions in Canada, peaking in the

early 1990’s and then gradually declining, is influenced by

reports from Ontario. In 1996, Ontario accounted for 43% of

the Canadian total. Rates in other jurisdictions are more

variable because of the small numbers reported.

Over the years, most jurisdictions have experienced a decline
in the rate in the late 1980's and early 1990's. The exception
to this is New Brunswick, where the rate increased between
1987 and 1995, but decreased in 1996 (see Table 2). Figure
6 provides the average abduction rate over 5 years for each
jurisdiction (1992 to 1996). The Yukon had the highest
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average rate of abduction over the 5 years (56.8 per 100,000
children under 16). Newfoundland and Quebec had the lowest
rates (8.3 and 9.0, respectively).

Figure 6
Provincial/territorial abduction rates,
5 year average, 1992 to 1996
Yukon 156.8
Northwest Territories 132.9
Saskatchewan 130.4
Alberta 1233
Ontario 121.4

Manitoba 18.4
British Columbia :||16.6
Prince Edward Island ] 14.7
New Brunswick [T 14.1
Nova Scotia [0 9.8 | o4
Quebec 9.0 175
Newfoundland [ 8.3 , , ,

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Rate per 100,000 children under 16

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics, Statistics Canada.

The incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR II) survey
is able to provide a broader picture of abductions of children
in Canada than the aggregate UCR survey. The UCR Il
captures information not only on victims and accused persons
(where known) but on the nature of criminal incidents as well.
As of 1996, the UCR Il data represented approximately 47%
of incidents® reported to police in Canada and, as a result,
are not representative of Canada, or any particular region.
However, these data do provide a very rich and useful source
of information.

The relationship of the accused is already defined by the
Criminal Code of Canada offence definitions. Therefore in
all cases of parental abductions, the accused was a parent.
In cases of non-parental abduction, the largest proportion of
accused were strangers (45%), followed by casual
acquaintances (17%).

Of those accused of abduction, 60% were male and 40%
were female. However, female children were more often the
victim of abduction (58%), particularly in non-parental
abductions (66%). In cases of parental abductions where
there was no custody order in effect, a larger proportion of
victims were boys (58%).

The majority of all abductions reported in 1996 took place in
a residence (59%). This is not surprising since many
abductions involve parents. A further 16% occurred outdoors
(e.g., parking lot or street).

1 This data set, with the exception of Quebec, is composed primarily of urban
police departments. 39% of the incidents are currently from Quebec, 38%
from Ontario, 10% from Alberta, 8% from British Columbia, 4% from
Saskatchewan and less than 1% from New Brunswick.



A review of the literature on child abductions (Kiedrowski,
Jayewardene, & Dalley, 1994), provides a profile of parental
abductors. According to this report, the majority of parental
abductions are short term, often resolved within seven days.
However, mothers who abduct their children tend to keep
them for a longer period of time than fathers who abduct.

The Adult Criminal Court Survey (ACCS)? provides
information on those who have been charged with abduction.
In 1995/96, 135 abduction cases came before the provincial/
territorial courts in nine jurisdictions. Of these, almost 60%
were either stayed or withdrawn. A further 27% were found
guilty, 7% were sent to Superior Court, while in 4% the
charges were waived, the person was found unfit to stand
trial, or there was a Charter of Rights challenge. Only 3 of
the 135 cases resulted in an acquittal. Excluding the cases
that were sent to Superior Court, there was an overall
conviction rate of 30% for abduction cases. Parental
abduction where there was no custody order had the highest
conviction rate (39%), followed by parental abduction in
contravention of a custody order (31%). Non-parental
abductions of unmarried persons under 16 had a conviction
rate of 28%, and non-parental abduction of persons under
14 had the lowest conviction rate (17%).

Persons found guilty of abduction were most likely to be
sentenced to a period of probation. More than 60% of the
guilty findings resulted in a probation order, most often for
terms of between 12 and 24 months. For those who were
sentenced to a period of incarceration (24%), the length of
imprisonment ranged from less than 1 month to 2 years less
1 day. In cases where a fine was imposed, the amount of the
fine ranged between $100 and $300.

International Abductions

International abductions can be as close as an hour away for
most Canadians. The Canada-United States border is within
easy commuting distance for the vast majority of Canadians.

However, international abductions stretch around the world.
The issue of international parentally-abducted children has
been raised in the House of Commons?. In 1996, a case of a
non-custodial father taking his child to another country was
brought to the floor of the House. Although the abducting
parent had committed a crime in Canada, he could not be
apprehended because there was no formal extradition
agreement between Canada and the other nation. Also, the
other nation was not a signatory of the Hague Convention on
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (see Box
“The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction”).

To assist in the recovery process from other countries,
Canada has ratified the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction. However,
application of the Hague Convention does not guarantee the
return of the abducted child. It is a legal civil process that
asks a foreign signatory nation to respect a Canadian custody
order or custody rights to ensure that the best interests of
the child are taken into account. The Department of Justice
Canada is the federal central authority for Canada, with each
province and territory having its own central authority dealing
with international child abductions. According to the
Department of Justice Canada, since 1993, there have been
slightly more than 300 requests for assistance in the return
of an abducted child, and an additional 100 requests for
assistance in gaining access*. Of requests for the return of
a child, more than one-half were made by Canadian parents
or caregivers. Almost two-thirds of these requests were made
by fathers seeking the return of their child. Because of the
application of the Hague Convention, since 1993 more than
100 children have been returned.

2 Currently, coverage of the ACCS is limited to Newfoundland, Prince Edward
Island, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Yukon and the
Northwest Territories.

3 House of Commons, HANSARD, Tuesday, October 1, 1996.

4 Department of Justice, Legal Services, Foreign Affairs provided a general
compilation of data from provincial/territorial authorities up to 1996.

states.

exercised but for the removal or retention.

when:

time of the removal or retention;

in an intolerable situation;

The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction

This convention is an agreement between ratifying nations to respect the rights of custody and of access under the law of the contracting

The removal or retention of a child is to be considered wrongful where:
a) itisin breach of rights of custody to a person, an institution or any other body, either jointly or alone, under law of the State
in which the child was habitually resident immediately before the removal or retention; and
b) at the time of removal or retention those rights were actually exercised, either jointly or alone, or would have been so

Every effort is made to insure the custody order is recognized but it is also within the powers of the authorities not to return the child

a) it is demonstrated that the child is now settled in his/her new environment;
b) the person, institution or other body having care of the person of the child was not actually exercising the custody rights at the

c) thereis grave risk that his or her return would expose the child to physical or psychological harm or otherwise place the child

d) the judicial or administrative authority may also refuse to order the return of the child if it finds that the child objects to being
returned and has attained an age and degree of maturity at which it is appropriate to take account of his/her views.
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Data from other nations® reveal that Canada is not alone in
its concern over domestic or international child abductions
and the issue of missing children. In Japan, more than 23,000
children under the age of 19 were reported missing in 1995,
most between 15 and 19. In Australia there were 469 persons
reported abducted or kidnapped in 1995, 54% under the age
of 18. In the U.S.A.in 1995, 969,000 missing persons were
reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI)
National Crime Information Center (NCIC). The FBI estimates
that approximately 85% to 90% of these were juveniles.

Canadian Police Information Centre

Canadian police widely make use of the Canadian Police
Information Centre (CPIC) computer network to share
information with other police agencies within Canada and in the
United States. Children reported missing to a police agency
are entered into the CPIC system with all pertinent information
related to the child, such as name, weight, height, date last
seen, date of birth, sex, hair and eye colour, distinguishing
marks, etc. CPIC is maintained by the RCMP on behalf of
Canadian police agencies.

International cases are brought to the attention of the RCMP
Missing Children’s Registry, which provides assistance to any
law enforcement or searching agency needing assistance in
Canada or to Canadian agencies searching for a missing child
believed to be outside Canada. Utilizing their contacts with the
police community through INTERPOL and through direct contact
with other law enforcement agencies and non-governmental
agencies around the world, the RCMP is an integral part of the
location and recovery process. Their efforts are enhanced by
the efforts of other law enforcement agencies such as the United
States Border Patrol, United States Customs, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and INTERPOL.

Children reported as abducted from the United States, and
who are believed to be in Canada or heading towards Canada,
are brought to the attention of the RCMP or local police
authorities, who take an active role in the investigation.
Canada Customs sets up border alerts in an attempt to return
the persons being sought. Canada Customs has become an
important link in the efforts to locate and recover children
being taken out of, or into, Canada. Border points display
photographs of missing children in the hope that the child is
recognized by a Customs officer or a traveller. Customs has
also established International Project Return, which is part
of a Joint Forces Operation with the RCMP Missing Children’s
Registry, Immigration Canada and the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade. Since 1986, Customs and
Immigration officers have been responsible for returning over
639 missing children, including both those who have been
abducted and those who have run away.

What is Being Done To Recover Missing
Children

Many agencies, both governmental and non-governmental,
are providing material to make the public more aware of the
nature of child abductions and what can be done to reduce
their incidence. Streetproofing, and making children more
aware of the dangers that may be present, are strongly
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promoted. By understanding the nature of abductions, as
well as how they occur and when, the opportunity for
abductions to occur should diminish. Child Find Canada and
their associated chapters, the Missing Children Society of
Canada, the Missing Children’s Network of Canada, Victims
of Violence, Operation Go Home and the National Missing
Children’s Locate Centre are participating private sector
agencies that specialize in the location and recovery process
through the distribution of photos, counselling for searching
parents, public awareness campaigns, and information
distribution. In addition, agencies such as the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) of the United
States provide educational material which is useful for parents
teaching their children how to protect themselves, and for
professionals involved in child abuse and abduction situations.

Both the RCMP and the NCMEC have the capability of
developing photo age enhancements to help locate missing
children who have aged since they were reported missing.
Age enhanced photos are useful to depict what the child may
look like after having been missing over time.

The media also helps make the public aware of sensitive
issues such as missing children, and often informs the public
when a child is missing. The business sector has helped
with public awareness by displaying photos on milk cartons
and public education promotions by retailers.

The Internet has recently become a medium to promote public
awareness, child safety and assistance in the recovery of
children. There are a number of World Wide Web (WWW)
sites that have been created to promote public awareness of
missing children and issues related to the abduction and
disappearance of children (Appendix A). Canadian, American
and other international sites have been established to provide
the public with everything from pictures of missing children
and their abductors to information on streetproofing. The
RCMP, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
Child Find Canada, the Missing Children’s Society of Canada,
to name but a few, are making use of the Internet to help the
public become more aware of missing children and concerns
related to those children.

Methodology

Abduction data are provided by the Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) survey, collected since 1962. Kidnapping data are
not included because the aggregate UCR cannot distinguish
whether the person kidnapped is a child. The aggregate UCR
survey records the number of incidents reported to the police.
It includes the number of reported offences and the number
of actual offences (excluding those that are unfounded), the
number of offences cleared by charge, the number of persons
charged by sex and by an adult/youth breakdown. It does
not include victim characteristics. Unless otherwise
mentioned, analysis in this report is based on aggregate
survey counts.

° Data between Canada and other nations is not comparable. Reporting
practices may vary as well as definitions used.



The revised UCR survey (UCR Il) captures detailed
information on individual criminal incidents reported to police,
including characteristics of victims, accused persons and the
incident. In 1996, detailed information was collected from
154 departments in six provinces through the revised UCR
Survey. These data represent 47% of the national volume of
actual Criminal Code crimes. The reader is cautioned that
these data are not nationally representative.

Data on missing children under the age of 18 are captured
from reported activity of the Canadian Police Information
Centre computer (CPIC) network (see Boxes “Missing
Children’s Registry” and “Canadian Police Information
Centre”). This network counts the number of cases (entries
and removals) from the system. It was not designed as a
statistical data base but serves as an investigative tool for
police. Therefore, although the source of data is the same

Table 1

as the UCR Survey, the reporting of information is for different
purposes. Also, the CPIC data provide the probable cause
for the child being missing, which may not turn into an offence
reported on the UCR survey.

The Adult Criminal Court Survey (ACCS) provides data on
persons who have gone through the court system for
abduction. The objective of the ACCS is to develop and
maintain a national adult court criminal court database of
statistical information on appearances, charges, and cases.
The survey is intended to be a census of federal and
provincial/territorial statute charges and municipal by-law
infractions heard in provincial/territorial courts in Canada. The
ACCS collects detailed data on completed charges,
appearances, and cases for federal statute offences, and
aggregate data on completed and pending charges,
appearances, and cases for both federal and provincial/
territorial statutes and municipal by-laws.

Abductions 2, Number of Offences and Rate Per 100,000 Under 16 Years of Age, Canada, 1983 to 1996

Parental Abductions

Non-Parental Abductions Total Abductions

Contravening Non-Custody Total Under 14 Under 16 Total
Custody Order Order
# Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate
1983 242 41 177 3.0 419 71 225 38 57 10 282 48 701 118
1984 316 53 170 29 486 8.2 261 44 77 13 338 5.7 824 13.9
1985 331 5.6 175 3.0 506 8.6 338 57 66 11 404 6.8 910 15.4
1986 340 58 215 3.6 555 9.4 276 47 61 10 337 5.7 892 15.1
1987 347 5.9 249 4.2 596 10.1 321 5.4 50 0.8 371 6.3 967 16.3
1988 393 6.6 248 42 641 10.7 361 6.1 57 1.0 418 7.0 1,059 17.8
1989 360 6.0 217 36 577 95 367 6.1 58 1.0 425 7.0 1,002 16.6
1990 373 6.1 252 4.1 625 10.2 356 5.8 65 11 421 6.9 1,046 17.0
1991 349 5.6 252 41 601 9.7 417 6.7 77 12 494 8.0 1,095 17.6
1992 419 6.7 286 4.6 705 11.3 385 6.2 130 21 515 8.2 1,220 195
1993 420 6.6 269 43 689 10.9 377 6.0 138 22 515 8.2 1,204 19.1
1994 426 6.7 230 36 656 10.3 340 53 133 21 473 74 1,129 17.8
1995 398 6.2 221 35 619 9.7 315 49 101 1.6 416 6.5 1,035 16.2
1996 374 5.8 228 36 602 9.4 284 44 78 12 362 5.7 964 15.1

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada.

1 Uniform Crime Reporting Survey data include attempted and completed incidents.
2 Each offence is equal to one victim.
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Table 2

Provincial/Territorial Abductions %2, Number of Offences and Rate Per 100,000 Under 16 Years of Age, 1983 to 1996

Can. Nfld. P.E.I. NS NB Que Ont. Man. Sask. Alta BC Yuk NWT

# Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate # Rate
1983 701 11.8 8 4.6 - - 34 16.2 11 6.0 96 6.5 269 13.2 59 23.0 49 18.8 75 124 94 145 - - - -
1984 824 13.9 13 7.7 4 125 29 139 18 10.0 98 6.7 316 15.4 47 18.3 60 22.8 101 16.7 134 20.5 - - - -
1985 910 154 9 55 4 125 38 18.4 15 8.4 109 7.4 335 16.3 64 249 70 26.4 126  20.8 132 20.2 - - 8 426
1986 892 15.1 12 75 5 15.8 30 147 18 103 103 7.1 317 15.4 72 28.0 75 283 132 217 121 18.6 - - 4 214
1987 967 16.3 16 10.3 - - 35 173 11 6.4 139 9.6 332 15.9 82 31.9 90 339 126  20.8 129 19.7 - - - -
1988 1,059 17.8 17 113 5 159 28 14.0 17 10.0 146 10.0 383 18.0 80 31.0 76 289 154  25.2 145 217 - — 6 32.0
1989 1,002 16.6 18 12.3 8 253 30 15.0 22 130 154 10.5 364 16.7 67 26.0 59 226 147  23.6 124 18.1 - — 6 311
1990 1,046 17.0 17 11.9 7 221 25 12.5 23 137 158 10.6 383 17.2 73 28.2 82 318 157 247 112 15.9 - — 6 29.9
1991 1,095 17.6 14 10.0 — - 21 10.5 21 126 148 9.9 497 22.0 66 254 91 357 113 17.4 113 157 - - 7 334
1992 1,220 19.5 11 8.1 6 19.2 17 8.5 23 14.0 157 10.4 560 24.5 51 19.7 79 311 166 25.3 138 18.7 - - 11 51.2
1993 1,204 19.1 6 4.5 7 224 19 9.6 24 148 135 8.9 548 23.6 47 18.1 78 309 179 271 143 19.0 7 894 11 50.6
1994 1,129 17.8 13 10.1 5 16.0 18 9.1 17 10.6 138 9.1 525 223 37 14.2 72 28.6 149 225 145 18.8 5 657 5 226
1995 1,035 16.2 11 8.8 - - 16 8.1 31 195 131 8.7 457 19.2 60 229 76 304 139  20.9 100 12.8 7 90.6 5 223
1996 964 15.1 12 10.0 - - 27 13.8 18 11.5 115 7.7 417 174 45 17.2 77 31.0 137 20.5 107 135 - - 4 17.7

Source: Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Statistics Canada.
1 Uniform Crime Reporting Survey data include attempted and completed incidents.

2 Each offence is equal to one victim.

- Figures are too small to be expressed.



Appendix A
Web Sites of Interest

www.statcan.ca
Statistics Canada

WWW.r cmp-grc.gc.ca
Royal Canadian Mounted Police

www.sgc.gc.ca
Solicitor General of Canada

www.c hildcybersearch.o rg/rcmp/inde x.html
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Missing Children’s Registry

http://canada.justice.gc.ca/index.html
Department of Justice Canada

http://canada.gc.ca
Government of Canada

www.missingkids.org
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

www.c hild cyber search.org
Child Cybersearch CANADA

www.childfind.ca/content.hte
Child Find Canada- Online

www.c hildcybersearch.org/mcsc
Missing Children’s Society of Canada
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www.alliance9000.com
Missing Children’s Network, Canada

www.childquest.org
ChildQuest International

www.crim e.org/links_intern.html
International Crime Statistics Link Guide

WWW.NCjr s.org
Criminal Justice statistics plus links to USA and international
statistics

www.fbi.gov
Federal Bureau of Investigation
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Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

For further information, please contact the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, 19th floor, R.H. Coats Building, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0T6 at (613) 951-9023, or call toll-free 1 800 387-2231 , or fax 1(613) 951-6615. To order a publication, you may
telephone (613) 951-7277 or fax (613) 951-1584 or internet: order@statcan.ca. You may also call 1 800 267-6677 (Canada
and United States) toll-free. If you order by telephone, written confirmation is not required.
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