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The labour market:
Year-end review

Geoff Bowlby
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Chart A: Gross domestic product and
employment continued to rise in 2000.

Sources: Labour Force Survey and System of National Accounts, seasonally adjusted
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Chart B: The participation rate continued to climb
in 2000, holding the unemployment rate steady.

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Table 1: Employment by industry

December Change from
2000 December 1999

’000 ’000 %

Total 15,066.7 319.2 2.2

Goods sector 3,891.8 26.5 0.7
Agriculture 347.5 -51.6 -12.9
Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas 277.7 2.4 0.9
Utilities 117.7 2.3 2.0
Construction 820.6 13.2 1.6
Manufacturing 2,328.4 60.2 2.7

Service sector 11,174.9 292.7 2.7
Trade 2,354.4 82.7 3.6
Transportation and warehousing 787.8 23.6 3.1
Finance, insurance, real

estate and leasing 881.9 16.6 1.9
Professional, scientific and technical 988.6 62.1 6.7
Management, administrative

and other support 559.2 41.7 8.1
Education 952.1 -49.6 -5.0
Health care and social assistance 1,523.7 51.8 3.5
Information, culture and recreation 700.6 64.4 10.1
Accommodation and food 965.7 15.1 1.6
Other 698.4 -10.5 -1.5
Public administration 762.4 -5.4 -0.7

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Chart C: Goods-producing GDP and
employment cooled from their 1999 pace.
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Chart D: Employment continued to
soar in the major computer-related 

industries and occupations.
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Chart E: Finally, the leisure era?
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Chart G: Agricultural employment
continued to decline in 2000.
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Chart H: After falling the year before, 
part-time employment increased in 2000.
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Chart J: Employment changes in manufacturing
reflected increased skill demands.

Source: Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours, unadjusted, preliminary data
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Chart I: Sales and service occupations increased the most.

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Chart K: Employment increased at all skill levels in 2000.

Source: Labour Force Survey (using skill levels defined by Human Resources
Development Canada), unadjusted December levels
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Chart L: While private sector hiring
soared, self-employment dropped in 2000.
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Proportion of all employed working as
employees in the private sector (%)

Chart M: After four years of strong
growth, private sector paid jobs finally 

surpassed their pre-recession peak.
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Chart N: After years of decline or
little growth, employment in hospitals

rose strongly in 2000.
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Chart O: The employment rate grew
most for youths and core-age women.
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Chart P: Full-time school attendance has 
fallen in recent years, perhaps because of 

added labour market participation.
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Table 2: Employment in 2000

Change Change from
Annual from December

average 1999 December 1999

’000 ’000 % ’000 ’000 %
Canada  14,909.7 378.5 2.6  15,066.7 319.2 2.2
Newfoundland 204.5 -0.4 -0.2 204.7 -6.5 -3.1
Prince Edward Island  64.5 3.2 5.2 65.3 1.6 2.5
Nova Scotia 419.5 10.9 2.7 425.6 11.7 2.8
New Brunswick 334.4 6.0 1.8 338.3 8.9 2.7
Quebec    3,437.7 80.3 2.4 3,451.4 25.8 0.8
Ontario    5,872.1 184.0 3.2 5,960.4 186.4 3.2
Manitoba 554.4 11.7 2.2 556.3 10.3 1.9
Saskatchewan 485.0 4.9 1.0 479.2 -4.7 -1.0
Alberta    1,588.2 34.9 2.2 1,613.0 41.3 2.6
British Columbia 1,949.1 42.7 2.2 1,972.5 44.3 2.3

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted December levels
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Chart Q: For the first time in more
than 20 years, the unemployment

rate in Quebec dipped to 8.0%.
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Chart R: Vancouver’s employment rate rose 
almost two percentage points in 2000.
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Chart S: Farm work in Saskatchewan slid,
pulling down overall employment.
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Chart T: Employment rates in the Maritimes 
reached all-time highs in 2000.
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Labour force status of Canada’s working-age population

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages

Population 15+
2000 24,284,900
1999 23,969,000
% change 1.3

In the labour force
2000 15,999,200
1999 15,721,200
% change 1.8

Employed
2000 14,909,700
1999 14,531,200
% change 2.6

Unemployed
2000 1,089,600
1999 1,190,100
% change -8.4

Full-time
2000 12,208,100
1999 11,849,200
% change 3.0

Part-time
2000 2,701,600
1999 2,681,900
% change 0.7

Looked for work
2000  963,600
1999 1,057,600
% change -8.9

Did not look, on
temporary layoff
2000 76,500
1999 86,300
% change -11.4

Did not look, job to
start in near future
2000 49,500
1999 46,200
% change 7.1

Wanted work
2000  351,600
1999 352,800
% change -0.3

Discouraged from
searching
2000  48,200
1999 68,100
% change -29.2

Did not look, waiting
for recall, reply
2000  53,500
1999 67,700
% change -21.0

Did not look because
of school
2000  70,500
1999 70,500
% change -

Not in the labour force
2000 8,285,600
1999 8,247,800
% change 0.5

Did not want work
2000 7,934,000
1999 7,895,000
% change 0.5

Did not look for other
reasons
2000 179,500
1999 146,500
% change 22.5
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In 2000, the employment rates for youths and
core-age women increased the most.

In percentage terms, employment growth outpaced population growth for all but core-age men.

The youth unemployment rate, albeit still
much higher than that of adults, continued
its downward trend.

December level December-to-December change

1996 to 1999 to 1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000

’000 ’000 %

Population 15 +  23,178.7  24,111.4  24,435.3  1,256.6 323.9 5.4 1.3
Youths (15 - 24)  3,946.3  4,052.2  4,084.1  137.8 31.9 3.5 0.8
Men 25 - 54  6,663.5  6,871.8  6,950.2  286.7 78.4 4.3 1.1
Women 25 - 54  6,686.4  6,889.6  6,955.5  269.1 65.9 4.0 1.0
Both sexes 55 +  5,882.6  6,297.8  6,445.5  562.9 147.7 9.6 2.3

Employment 15 +  13,518.7  14,747.5  15,066.7  1,548.0 319.2 11.5 2.2
Youths (15 - 24)  2,042.5  2,254.1  2,344.4 301.9 90.3 14.8 4.0
Men 25 - 54  5,519.8  5,895.7  5,954.1 434.3 58.4 7.9 1.0
Women 25 - 54  4,674.0  5,062.8  5,177.5 503.5 114.7 10.8 2.3
Both sexes 55 +  1,282.4  1,534.8  1,590.7 308.3 55.9 24.0 3.6

Unemployment 15 +  1,459.6  1,074.9  1,103.7 -355.9 28.8 -24.4 2.7
Youths (15 - 24) 384.2  340.0  335.6 -48.6 -4.4 -12.6 -1.3
Men 25 - 54 530.0  362.9  366.8 -163.2 3.9 -30.8 1.1
Women 25 - 54 435.0  302.2  323.5 -111.5 21.3 -25.6 7.0
Both sexes 55 + 110.4  69.7  78.0 -32.4 8.3 -29.3 11.9

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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For three years in a row, youth employment rates have increased the most.

December level December-to-December change

1996 1999 2000 1996 to 2000 1999 to 2000

% %-point

Unemployment rate 15 +  9.7  6.8  6.8 -2.9 -
Youths (15 - 24)  15.8  13.1  12.5 -3.3 -0.6
Men 25 - 54  8.8  5.8  5.8 -3.0 -
Women 25 - 54  8.5  5.6  5.9 -2.6 0.3
Both sexes 55 +  7.9  4.3  4.7 -3.2 0.4

Participation rate 15 +  64.6  65.6  66.2 1.6 0.6
Youths (15 - 24)  61.5  64.0  65.6 4.1 1.6
Men 25 - 54  90.8  91.1  90.9 0.1 -0.2
Women 25 - 54  76.4  77.9  79.1 2.7 1.2
Both sexes 55 +  23.7  25.5  25.9 2.2 0.4

Employment rate 15 +  58.3  61.2  61.7 3.4 0.5
Youths (15 - 24)  51.8  55.6  57.4 5.6 1.8
Men 25 - 54  82.8  85.8  85.7 2.9 -0.1
Women 25 - 54  69.9  73.5  74.4 4.5 0.9
Both sexes 55 +  21.8  24.4        24.7 2.9 0.3

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted

Rising labour force participation has nudged up unemployment rates for older persons
and core-age women.

96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00

0

1

-1

-2

-3

15 +

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted

Unemployment rate 

December-to-December percentage-point change

15 - 24 25 - 54 55 +

96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00

0

1

2

3

-1
96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00

0

1

2

3

-1

Participation rate Employment rate 



������� ���	 ������������ 	� ��������������� 
 �������� ��� ��
��	
���

����������������������
������ !�"

In the long term, full-time employment growth has far exceeded part-time, but in 2000, full- and part-
time growth rates were almost the same.

For the first time since 1986, self-employment fell in 2000.
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Part-time employment

Total 
employment

Full-time employment

Employment   Full-time   Part-time

’000

December level
1996 13,518.7 10,899.8 2,618.8
1999 14,747.5 12,095.4 2,652.1
2000 15,066.7 12,358.7 2,708.0

Absolute change
1996 to 2000 1,548.0 1,458.9 89.2
1999 to 2000 319.2 263.3 55.9

%

Percentage change
1996 to 2000 11.5 13.4 3.4
1999 to 2000 2.2 2.2 2.1

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted

Employees
Total Self-

employment Public Private employed

’000

December level
1996 13,518.7 2,655.3 8,633.4 2,230.0
1999 14,747.5 2,745.0 9,493.5 2,509.0
2000 15,066.7 2,833.5 9,869.9 2,363.3

Absolute change
1996 to 2000 1,548.0 178.2 1,236.5 133.3
1999 to 2000 319.2 88.5 376.4 -145.7

%

Percentage change
1996 to 2000 11.5 6.7 14.3 6.0
1999 to 2000 2.2 3.2 4.0 -5.8

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Over the last four years, employment growth has been strong in both manufacturing and trade,
Canada’s two largest industries. In 2000, gains were also significant in professional, scientific and
technical services, and information, culture and recreation, among others.
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The top three growth industries in 2000 were in the service sector.
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Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Professional, scientific and technical services

Manufacturing

Health care and social assistance

Management, administrative and other support

Transportation and warehousing

Finance, insurance, real estate and leasing

Accommodation and food services

Construction

Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas

Utilities

Public administration

Other services

Educational services

Agriculture

Employment change December 1999 to 2000 (’000)

December level December-to-December change

1996 to 1999 to 1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000

’000 ’000 %

All industries  13,518.7  14,747.5  15,066.7 1,548.0 319.2 11.5 2.2

Goods-producing  3,517.1  3,865.3  3,891.8 374.7 26.5 10.7 0.7
Agriculture 430.7 399.1 347.5 -83.2 -51.6 -19.3 -12.9
Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas 291.8 275.3 277.7 -14.1 2.4 -4.8 0.9
Utilities 122.3 115.4 117.7 -4.6 2.3 -3.8 2.0
Construction 711.0 807.4 820.6 109.6 13.2 15.4 1.6
Manufacturing  1,961.3  2,268.2  2,328.4 367.1 60.2 18.7 2.7

Services-producing  10,001.6  10,882.2  11,174.9 1,173.3 292.7 11.7 2.7
Trade  2,100.0  2,271.7  2,354.4 254.4 82.7 12.1 3.6
Transportation and warehousing 681.0 764.2 787.8 106.8 23.6 15.7 3.1
Finance, insurance, real estate

and leasing 875.1 865.3 881.9 6.8 16.6 0.8 1.9
Professional, scientific and technical

services 730.4 926.5 988.6 258.2 62.1 35.4 6.7
Management, administrative and

other support 436.0 517.5 559.2 123.2 41.7 28.3 8.1
Educational services 901.4  1,001.7 952.1 50.7 -49.6 5.6 -5.0
Health care and social assistance  1,382.0  1,471.9  1,523.7 141.7 51.8 10.3 3.5
Information, culture and recreation 577.2 636.2 700.6 123.4 64.4 21.4 10.1
Accommodation and food services 851.9 950.6 965.7 113.8 15.1 13.4 1.6
Other services 659.7 708.9 698.4 38.7 -10.5 5.9 -1.5
Public administration 806.9 767.8 762.4 -44.5 -5.4 -5.5 -0.7

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Over the last four years, natural and applied science occupations increased the most in percentage
terms. This group includes computer programmers, systems analysts and computer engineers.
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With gains in the service industries, sales and service occupations, as well as business, finance and
administrative jobs, increased the most. The largest decline occurred in occupations unique to
primary industry, related to the drop in agriculture.
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Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted

Sales and service

Business, finance and 
administrative  

Management

Natural and applied science 

Trades, transport and equipment 
operators  

Social science, education, 
government service and religion

Art, culture, recreation and sport

Health 

Processing, manufacturing and utilities

Occupations unique to primary industry

’000

December level December-to-December change

1996 to 1999 to 1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000

’000 ’000 %

All occupations 13,518.7 14,747.5 15,066.7 1,548.0 319.2 11.5 2.2

Management 1,467.4 1,388.2 1,449.1 -18.3 60.9 -1.2 4.4
Business, finance and

administrative 2,415.2 2,623.0 2,744.8 329.6 121.8 13.6 4.6
Natural and applied sciences 701.8 939.4 987.6 285.8 48.2 40.7 5.1
Health 706.9 773.6 771.5 64.6 -2.1 9.1 -0.3
Social science, education,

government service and religion 869.9 1,016.7 1,028.1 158.2 11.4 18.2 1.1
Art, culture, recreation and sport 349.3 420.1 418.7 69.4 -1.4 19.9 -0.3
Sales and service 3,404.1 3,628.0 3,751.9 347.8 123.9 10.2 3.4
Trades, transport and equipment

operators 1,962.4 2,130.4 2,144.9 182.5 14.5 9.3 0.7
Occupations unique to primary

industry 603.7 597.9 550.6 -53.1 -47.3 -8.8 -7.9
Processing, manufacturing and

utilities 1,038.0 1,230.0 1,219.5 181.5 -10.5 17.5 -0.9

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Since the strong upward trend began in 1997, employment in the largest three cities in the Atlantic
region has increased at or above the national level.
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In percentage terms, job growth was strongest in Ontario in 2000.
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Almost 6 in 10 newly employed people lived in Ontario.

Unemployment rates fell in most provinces in 2000.

December level December-to-December change

1996 to 1999 to 1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000

’000 ’000 %
Employed

Canada  13,518.7  14,747.5  15,066.7 1,548.0 319.2 11.5 2.2
Newfoundland 184.5 211.2 204.7 20.2 -6.5 10.9 -3.1
Prince Edward Island  58.7  63.7  65.3 6.6 1.6 11.2 2.5
Nova Scotia 379.3 413.9 425.6 46.3 11.7 12.2 2.8
New Brunswick 301.4 329.4 338.3 36.9 8.9 12.2 2.7
Quebec  3,133.0  3,425.6  3,451.4 318.4 25.8 10.2 0.8
Ontario  5,217.5  5,774.0  5,960.4 742.9 186.4 14.2 3.2
Manitoba 520.4 546.0 556.3 35.9 10.3 6.9 1.9
Saskatchewan 459.5 483.9 479.2 19.7 -4.7 4.3 -1.0
Alberta  1,424.3  1,571.7  1,613.0 188.7 41.3 13.2 2.6
British Columbia  1,840.0  1,928.2  1,972.5 132.5 44.3 7.2 2.3

Unemployed

Canada  1,459.6  1,074.9  1,103.7 -355.9 28.8 -24.4 2.7
Newfoundland  48.5  34.6  43.9 -4.6 9.3 -9.5 26.9
Prince Edward Island  11.0  9.3  8.7 -2.3 -0.6 -20.9 -6.5
Nova Scotia  53.8  44.1  41.8 -12.0 -2.3 -22.3 -5.2
New Brunswick  44.8  37.3  37.4 -7.4 0.1 -16.5 0.3
Quebec 438.6 300.9 301.9 -136.7 1.0 -31.2 0.3
Ontario 517.5 338.3 382.3 -135.2 44.0 -26.1 13.0
Manitoba  41.0  29.7  28.5 -12.5 -1.2 -30.5 -4.0
Saskatchewan  28.1  27.1  26.9 -1.2 -0.2 -4.3 -0.7
Alberta  92.3  90.3  82.0 -10.3 -8.3 -11.2 -9.2
British Columbia 184.0 163.2 150.2 -33.8 -13.0 -18.4 -8.0

Source: Labour Force Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Of Canada’s largest cities, the average level of employment increased most in Calgary and Toronto.
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages

Employment change, 1999 to 2000 (%)

Annual average Change

1996 to 1999 to 1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000 2000 2000

’000 ’000 %

Canada 13,462.6 14,531.2 14,909.7 1,447.1 378.5 10.7 2.6

St. John’s 77.0 80.1 84.3 7.3 4.2 9.5 5.2
Halifax 164.1 174.8 184.0 19.9 9.2 12.1 5.3
Saint John 53.1 59.3 61.0 8.0 1.7 15.1 2.9
Chicoutimi-Jonquière 62.1 67.5 67.4 5.3 -0.1 8.5 -0.1
Québec 312.1 319.6 326.6 14.5 7.0 4.6 2.2
Trois-Rivières 61.4 61.9 62.1 0.7 0.2 1.1 0.3
Sherbrooke 66.0 69.6 73.1 7.1 3.5 10.8 5.0
Montréal 1,524.3 1,656.2 1,689.9 165.6 33.7 10.9 2.0
Ottawa-Hull 496.9 543.8 567.0 70.1 23.2 14.1 4.3
Sudbury 73.6 72.0 76.0 2.4 4.0 3.3 5.6
Oshawa 130.2 147.8 148.6 18.4 0.8 14.1 0.5
Toronto 2,134.7 2,390.8 2,499.8 365.1 109.0 17.1 4.6
Hamilton 303.7 325.0 345.3 41.6 20.3 13.7 6.2
St. Catharines-Niagara 172.1 178.4 193.2 21.1 14.8 12.3 8.3
London 195.1 211.3 218.1 23.0 6.8 11.8 3.2
Windsor 135.9 146.2 154.2 18.3 8.0 13.5 5.5
Kitchener-Waterloo 199.0 218.8 223.5 24.5 4.7 12.3 2.1
Thunder Bay 60.1 60.5 61.2 1.1 0.7 1.8 1.2
Winnipeg 330.4 345.7 351.9 21.5 6.2 6.5 1.8
Regina 98.5 104.8 104.4 5.9 -0.4 6.0 -0.4
Saskatoon 107.0 113.3 116.7 9.7 3.4 9.1 3.0
Calgary 452.4 519.3 545.6 93.2 26.3 20.6 5.1
Edmonton 440.5 483.1 488.9 48.4 5.8 11.0 1.2
Vancouver 948.6 1,005.4 1,044.4 95.8 39.0 10.1 3.9
Victoria 143.5 154.2 153.6 10.1 -0.6 7.0 -0.4

Source: Labour Force Survey
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Average usual hours were unchanged in 2000.  Over the year, the average work week was 36.7 hours.

The distribution of work hours was also stable in 2000.  Only 59% of all workers put in the standard
35 to 40 hours per week at their main job.
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Workers in primary industries and occupations worked the longest hours in 2000.

Usual hours, main job

Total
Employed  1-14 15-29 30-34 35-39 40 41-49 50+ (’000) Avg.

’000 hours

Total 14,909.7 871.5  1,830.1 984.0  3,063.4  5,716.9 940.8  1,503.1  547,052.8  36.7

Industry

Agriculture  372.6  33.0  37.7  25.9  17.0  79.5  26.4 153.2  16,787.4  45.1
Forestry, fishing, mining,

oil and gas  283.0  5.8  8.9  6.2  23.0 136.7  33.9  68.5  12,624.3  44.6
Utilities  116.4  - 2.2  5.9  43.0  59.6  2.9  2.4  4,459.2  38.3
Construction  815.6  23.8  44.2  36.9  67.6 400.4  86.2 156.4  33,366.5  40.9
Manufacturing 2,280.2  24.6  53.5  44.2 288.1  1,528.6 232.0 109.2  90,733.5  39.8
Trade 2,318.1 183.2 431.4 174.9 304.3 868.7 151.0 204.5  80,409.3  34.7
Transportation and

warehousing  779.8  20.9  67.6  37.1  87.7 342.0  58.0 166.5  32,182.0  41.3
Finance, insurance, real

estate and leasing  867.0  31.8  91.6  49.8 333.7 245.7  34.2  80.1  31,956.4  36.9
Professional, scientific and

technical services  945.9  40.7  79.9  46.9 222.5 378.4  45.5 132.1  36,265.3  38.3
Management, administrative

and other support  546.2  53.1  84.3  50.6  77.2 198.0  35.9  47.3  18,743.0  34.3
Educational services  974.8  94.2 148.4 100.3 288.8 262.3  30.6  50.2  32,008.5  32.8
Health care and social

assistance 1,526.4  87.4 309.1 161.4 525.5 300.7  48.9  93.4  51,703.4  33.9
Information, culture and

recreation  665.5  67.9  87.8  44.8 169.8 217.3  27.4  50.5  22,732.9  34.2
Accommodation and food

services  960.6 118.8 251.9 109.3 104.5 246.4  40.0  89.6  30,551.4  31.8
Other services  695.8  66.8  93.0  59.4  84.7 246.7  57.6  87.6  24,798.9  35.6
Public administration  761.7  19.1  38.5  30.4 426.0 205.8  30.3  11.6  27,730.9  36.4

Occupation

Management 1,431.7  25.1  57.9  49.6 285.1 561.6 116.9 335.6  61,066.5  42.7
Business, finance and

administrative 2,646.4 140.6 305.8 166.4 954.5 902.1  84.6  92.4  92,643.8  35.0
Natural and applied sciences  968.3  13.8  30.2  22.9 329.0 455.1  47.4  69.8  37,882.1  39.1
Health  780.4  34.6 170.1  90.3 256.5 150.7  27.7  50.4  26,586.7  34.1
Social science, education,

government service
and religion 1,013.6  58.4 133.9  91.7 322.4 280.7  39.8  86.7  35,793.3  35.3

Art, culture, recreation
and sport  416.7  63.0  66.2  35.2  81.7 115.7  14.0  40.9  13,474.5  32.3

Sales and service 3,723.0 435.1 883.4 385.4 520.8  1,088.7 184.7 225.0  117,517.4  31.6
Trades, transport and

equipment operators 2,130.1  46.6 103.2  81.7 178.3  1,137.8 235.2 347.3  87,624.7  41.1
Occupations unique to

primary industry  577.5  40.5  45.8  33.7  27.9 164.6  49.2 215.7  26,053.3  45.1
Processing, manufacturing

and utilities 1,221.9  13.7  33.5  27.1 107.1 859.9 141.3  39.3  48,410.5  39.6

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages
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In 2000, an average 10% of employees put in paid overtime, up slightly from the year before. The
most notable increases were among youths and men aged 25 to 54.

Unpaid overtime was also more common in 2000.
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While overtime workers in the goods sector tended to be paid for their extra hours, most workers in
the service sector were not paid for any extra hours.

Proportion of workers putting in overtime

Employees at work 2000 Change, 1999 to 2000

Total Overtime Total Paid Unpaid Total Paid Unpaid

’000 % %-point

Total  11,578.5 2,301.1  19.9  9.8 10.7 1.4 0.8 0.8

Industry

Agriculture 118.0  11.3  9.6  5.7 3.7 - - 0.1
Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas 213.6  59.0  27.6  18.9 9.5 2.3 2.7 -0.5
Utilities 106.6  28.8  27.0  17.0 11.4 2.0 1.5 0.5
Construction 511.3  100.8  19.7  15.3 5.2 2.8 2.3 0.8
Manufacturing  2,042.0  518.7  25.4  18.4 7.5 1.4 1.0 0.6
Trade  1,891.3  269.7  14.3  6.9 7.9 1.2 0.5 0.9
Transportation and warehousing 583.9  116.5  20.0  13.7 6.8 1.7 0.9 0.9
Finance, insurance, real estate

and leasing 681.5  143.7  21.1  5.9 15.8 2.1 0.6 1.6
Professional, scientific and technical

services 583.9  146.6  25.1  8.3 17.6 1.0 0.6 0.8
Management, administrative and

other support 365.2  51.9  14.2  9.0 5.8 2.3 2.4 0.6
Educational services 798.8  269.6  33.8  2.3 31.8 1.9 - 1.9
Health care and social assistance  1,196.0  188.1  15.7  7.3 9.2 1.7 0.6 1.3
Information, culture and recreation 535.6  101.6  19.0  8.1 11.5 -0.1 -0.1 0.1
Accommodation and food services 819.8  76.3  9.3  5.3 4.4 1.2 0.9 0.9
Other services 431.4  67.9  15.7  6.9 9.4 1.9 1.6 1.2
Public administration 699.5  150.6  21.5  8.7 14.1 1.4 0.6 1.0

Occupation

Management 892.2  323.8  36.3  4.3 32.6 1.5 -0.2 1.8
Business, finance and administrative  2,231.0  379.3  17.0  7.4 10.2 1.1 0.4 0.8
Natural and applied sciences 804.1  224.2  27.9  12.6 16.5 0.5 0.3 0.6
Health 600.6  96.6  16.1  9.8 7.3 1.6 1.4 0.5
Social science, education,

government service and religion 798.2  285.1  35.7  3.1 33.2 1.0 0.3 0.9
Art, culture, recreation and sport 250.5  49.2  19.6  7.4 12.9 2.9 1.3 2.6
Sales and service  3,054.7  324.9  10.6  5.8 5.3 1.4 0.5 1.0
Trades, transport and equipment

operators  1,611.2  346.4  21.5  19.0 3.1 2.3 2.1 0.4
Occupations unique to primary

industry 244.4  36.5  14.9  11.3 3.2 2.8 1.9 0.7
Processing, manufacturing and

utilities  1,091.4  235.1  21.5  19.9 2.1 1.6 1.4 0.4

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages
Note: Some workers do both paid and unpaid overtime in the same week.
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In 2000, the percentage of workers who involuntarily worked part time dropped, while more put in
“short” hours because they were going to school.
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Reason for part-time

Voluntary part-time Involuntary part-time

Part- Caring Looked Did not
time Own for Other Prefer- for look for

2000 total illness children personal School ence Other Total full-time full-time

’000 %

Total  2,701.6 2.4 10.7 4.7 30.1 25.1 1.7 25.3 7.4 17.8

Youths (15 - 24)  1,008.2 0.4 1.3 0.8 73.2 5.7 0.4 18.2 6.4 11.8
Men 436.7 0.5 - 0.6 76.3 5.1 0.4 17.0 6.4 10.6
Women 571.5 0.3 2.2 1.0 70.8 6.1 0.4 19.1 6.5 12.6

Adults 25 +  1,693.4 3.6 16.4 7.1 4.4 36.7 2.4 29.5 8.0 21.4
Men 393.0 5.3 1.4 2.8 7.9 39.5 3.7 39.3 13.4 25.9
Women  1,300.3 3.1 20.9 8.3 3.4 35.8 2.0 26.5 6.4 20.1

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages
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Female employees earned 81 cents for every dollar earned by men in 2000, unchanged
from the year before.

Hourly wage in 2000 Change from 1999

Both Both
sexes Men Women Ratio sexes Men Women Ratio

$ $

15 + 16.64 18.36 14.78 0.81 0.50 0.59 0.40 -
15 - 24 9.59 10.11 9.05 0.90 0.30 0.40 0.20 -0.02
25 - 54 18.12 20.02 16.08 0.80 0.58 0.67 0.48 -
55 + 18.14 20.51 15.30 0.75 0.47 0.48 0.48 0.01

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages

By industry, employees in utilities made the most. Among all the major occupation groups,
managers remained the best paid.

Hourly wage Weekly wage

1999 2000 Change 1999 2000 Change

$ % $ %

Total 16.14 16.64 0.50 3.1 595.62 614.87 19.25 3.2

Industry
Agriculture 10.46 10.43 -0.03 -0.3 406.39 408.29 1.90 0.5
Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas 20.49 20.76 0.27 1.3 876.42 892.17 15.75 1.8
Utilities 23.70 24.40 0.70 3.0 906.08 931.38 25.30 2.8
Construction 17.12 17.78 0.66 3.9 694.72 720.62 25.90 3.7
Manufacturing 16.84 17.54 0.70 4.2 671.37 699.18 27.81 4.1
Trade 12.53 12.81 0.28 2.2 446.53 458.66 12.13 2.7
Transportation and warehousing 16.57 17.33 0.76 4.6 660.93 690.99 30.06 4.5
Finance, insurance, real estate

and leasing 17.52 18.18 0.66 3.8 649.42 673.92 24.50 3.8
Professional, scientific and

technical services 19.90 20.87 0.97 4.9 764.62 805.63 41.01 5.4
Management, administrative and

other support 11.93 12.28 0.35 2.9 429.59 442.98 13.39 3.1
Educational services 21.11 21.54 0.43 2.0 721.20 732.35 11.15 1.5
Health care and social assistance 16.63 17.13 0.50 3.0 549.46 567.03 17.57 3.2
Information, culture and recreation 16.94 16.84 -0.10 -0.6 614.23 608.38 -5.85 -1.0
Accommodation and food services 9.12 9.41 0.29 3.2 284.53 294.52 9.99 3.5
Other services 13.08 14.02 0.94 7.2 477.27 514.26 36.99 7.8
Public administration 20.60 21.30 0.70 3.4 761.48 787.51 26.03 3.4

Occupation
Management 23.63 24.86 1.23 5.2 952.75 999.46 46.71 4.9
Business, finance and administrative 15.55 15.96 0.41 2.6 558.52 573.56 15.04 2.7
Natural and applied sciences 22.49 23.52 1.03 4.6 869.31 910.63 41.32 4.8
Health 18.65 18.98 0.33 1.8 615.57 626.73 11.16 1.8
Social science, education, government

service and religion 22.45 22.76 0.31 1.4 790.18 797.11 6.93 0.9
Art, culture, recreation and sport 16.15 16.76 0.61 3.8 542.48 569.98 27.50 5.1
Sales and service 11.09 11.37 0.28 2.5 364.31 376.27 11.96 3.3
Trades, transport and equipment

operators 16.35 16.96 0.61 3.7 663.64 687.69 24.05 3.6
Unique to primary industry 13.15 13.70 0.55 4.2 555.27 582.42 27.15 4.9
Processing, manufacturing and utilities 14.36 14.94 0.58 4.0 570.63 594.57 23.94 4.2

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages
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2000 Change, 1999 to 2000

Total Employees covered Total Employees covered
employees by union contract employees by union contract

’000 % ’000 %

Total  12,488.3  4,024.7  32.2 420.0 142.4 0.1

Public sector  2,792.4  2,064.5  73.9 108.9 58.6 -0.8
Private sector  9,695.9  1,960.2  20.2 311.1 83.8 0.2
Agriculture 123.6  4.3  3.5 -3.3 -0.5 -0.3
Forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas 234.3  70.8  30.2 13.6 7.7 1.6
Utilities 116.3  83.2  71.5 0.9 0.1 -0.5
Construction 538.3  174.9  32.5 34.9 14.4 0.6
Manufacturing  2,187.5  746.6  34.1 67.4 32.0 0.4
Trade  2,000.8  295.3  14.8 80.8 28.0 0.8
Transportation and warehousing 638.2  277.6  43.5 26.6 6.3 -0.9
Finance, insurance, real estate

and leasing 736.0  80.7  11.0 2.1 9.3 1.2
Professional, scientific and technical

services 619.2  33.2  5.4 46.8 0.7 -0.3
Management, administrative and

other support 385.8  49.5  12.8 17.7 5.6 0.9
Educational services 929.4  668.8  72.0 -3.4 -17.3 -1.6
Health care and social assistance  1,326.8  726.6  54.8 78.3 43.4 -
Information, culture and recreation 569.5  157.6  27.7 31.6 3.5 -1.0
Accommodation and food services 862.6  73.6  8.5 36.6 15.5 1.5
Other services 458.2  45.5  9.9 1.3 -1.2 -0.3
Public administration 761.7  536.5  70.4 -12.2 -4.9 0.5

Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages

The largest drop in the ratio of unionized employees to all employees was in the management of
companies, administrative and other support, and transportation and warehousing industries.

Over the 1990s, the number of “moonlighters”
increased; however, their share of total
employment remained around 5%.

About 12% of all employees worked on a
temporary basis.  For youths, the proportion
was twice as high and has increased recently.
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For four years in a row, employment grew at a
faster pace in Canada than in the United States.

Even after the unemployment rates are harmo-
nized, the gap between the two countries remains.

Supplementary measures of unemployment and percentage-point change from 1996 to 2000

Annual averages Change

1996 to 1999 to
1996 1999 2000 2000 2000

% %-point

R1 – Only those unemployed one year
(52 weeks) or more 1.6 0.8 0.7 -0.9 -0.1

R2 – Only those unemployed 3 months
(12 weeks) or more 4.4 2.8 2.3 -2.1 -0.5

R3 – Made comparable to the U.S. definition 8.7 6.8 5.8 -2.9 -1.0
R4 – Official rate 9.6 7.6 6.8 -2.8 -0.8
R5 – R4 plus discouraged searchers .. 8.0 7.1 .. -0.9
R6 – R4 plus those waiting for recall or replies

and long-term future starts .. 8.2 7.5 .. -0.7
R7 – A measure of both unemployment and

underemployment (involuntary part-time)
expressed in full-time equivalents for recall,
replies and long-term future starts .. 10.1 9.1 .. -1.0

R8 – R4 plus discouraged searchers, those waiting for
recall or replies, long-term future starts and the
underused portion of involuntary part-timers .. 10.9 9.9 .. -1.0

Source: Labour Force Survey

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000

0

1

2

3

4

-1

-2

Sources: Labour Force Survey, U.S. Current Population 
Survey, annual averages

% change

United States

Canada

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

Sources: Labour Force Survey, U.S. Current Population 
      Survey, annual averages

Note: For more information on modifications to the Canadian 
unemployment rate, see Labour Force Update (Statistics 
Canada, Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB) Autumn 1998.

%

Canadian rate modified 
to U.S. definitions

U.S. rate

Gap (%-point)



������� ���	 ������������ 	
 ��������� ������ 
 �������� ��� ��
��	
���

Recent trends in taxes
internationally
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Table 1: Tax revenues as a percentage of GDP

Total Personal Corporate Payroll Property Consumption

1980 1997 1980 1997 1980 1997 1980 1997 1980 1997 1980 1997

%

Australia 27.4 29.8 12.0 12.5 3.3 4.4 1.4 2.0 2.1 2.7 8.5 8.2
Austria 40.3 44.3 9.3 9.8 1.4 2.1 15.3 18.0 1.2 0.6 12.7 12.5
Belgium 43.7 46.0 15.4 14.3 2.5 3.4 13.3 14.6 1.0 1.3 11.5 12.3
Canada 32.0 36.8 10.9 14.0 3.7 3.8 3.4 5.7 2.9 3.7 10.4 9.0
Czech Republic .. 38.6 .. 5.2 .. 3.3 .. 16.9 .. 0.5 .. 12.6
Denmark 45.4 49.5 23.6 25.9 1.5 2.6 0.8 1.9 2.5 1.7 17.0 16.3
Finland 36.9 46.5 14.3 15.5 1.4 3.8 7.3 11.7 0.7 1.1 13.2 14.4
France 41.7 45.1 5.4 6.3 2.1 2.6 18.7 19.4 1.5 2.4 12.7 12.6
Germany 38.2 37.2 11.3 8.9 2.1 1.5 13.2 15.5 1.3 1.0 10.3 10.3
Greece 24.3 33.7 3.6 4.5 0.9 2.1 8.4 10.9 1.1 1.3 10.0 13.8
Hungary .. 39.4 .. 6.6 .. 1.9 .. 14.3 .. 0.6 .. 15.5
Iceland 29.2 32.2 6.7 10.6 0.7 0.9 1.7 2.8 1.8 2.6 17.5 15.3
Ireland 32.6 32.8 10.4 10.3 1.5 3.3 4.8 4.6 1.7 1.6 14.3 13.0
Italy 30.4 44.4 7.0 11.2 2.4 4.2 11.7 15.0 1.1 2.3 8.0 11.5
Japan 25.4 28.8 6.2 5.9 5.5 4.3 7.4 10.6 2.1 3.1 4.2 4.8
Korea 17.5 21.4 2.0 3.6 1.9 2.2 0.3 2.0 1.4 2.9 11.0 9.7
Luxembourg 43.0 46.5 11.5 9.5 7.1 8.6 12.5 11.8 2.4 3.6 9.1 12.6
Netherlands 45.2 41.9 11.9 6.5 3.0 4.4 17.2 17.1 1.6 1.9 11.4 11.7
New Zealand .. 36.4 .. 15.7 .. 3.9 .. 0.3 .. 2.0 .. 12.6
Norway 42.7 42.6 12.1 11.0 5.7 5.2 9.0 9.6 0.7 1.1 15.1 15.8
Poland .. 41.2 .. 8.8 .. 3.2 .. 13.5 .. 1.2 .. 14.4
Portugal .. 34.2 .. 6.1 .. 3.7 .. 8.9 .. 0.8 .. 14.4
Spain 23.9 33.7 4.9 7.4 1.2 2.6 11.6 11.8 1.1 2.0 5.0 9.7
Sweden 48.8 51.9 20.0 18.2 1.2 3.2 15.4 16.9 0.5 2.0 11.7 11.6
Switzerland 28.9 33.8 10.4 10.6 1.7 2.0 8.8 12.5 2.1 2.6 5.9 6.2
Turkey 17.9 27.9 7.8 6.0 0.7 1.6 2.5 4.0 1.0 0.8 4.6 10.3
United Kingdom 35.1 35.4 10.3 8.8 3.0 4.3 7.4 6.1 4.2 3.8 10.2 12.4
United States 27.6 29.7 10.8 11.6 3.0 2.8 6.0 7.2 2.9 3.2 4.9 4.9

Source: OECD (1999): Tables 3, 10, 12, 14, 20, 22 and 24
Note: Mexico is excluded because only some or no components are available.
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Table 2: Change in tax revenues as a percentage of GDP, 1980 to 1997

Total Personal Corporate Payroll Property Consumption

%-point % %-point % %-point % %-point % %-point % %-point %

Australia 2.4 8.8 0.5 4.2 1.1 33.3 0.6 42.9 0.6 28.6 -0.3 -3.5
Austria 4.0 9.9 0.5 5.4 0.7 50.0 2.7 17.6 -0.6 -50.0 -0.2 -1.6
Belgium 2.3 5.3 -1.1 -7.1 0.9 36.0 1.3 9.8 0.3 30.0 0.8 7.0
Canada 4.8 15.0 3.1 28.4 0.1 2.7 2.3 67.6 0.8 27.6 -1.4 -13.5
Denmark 4.1 9.0 2.3 9.7 1.1 73.3 1.1 137.5 -0.8 -32.0 -0.7 -4.1
Finland 9.6 26.0 1.2 8.4 2.4 171.4 4.4 60.3 0.4 57.1 1.2 9.1
France 3.4 8.2 0.9 16.7 0.5 23.8 0.7 3.7 0.9 60.0 -0.1 -0.8
Germany -1.0 -2.6 -2.4 -21.2 -0.6 -28.6 2.3 17.4 -0.3 -23.1 - -
Greece 9.4 38.7 0.9 25.0 1.2 133.3 2.5 29.8 0.2 18.2 3.8 38.0
Iceland 3.0 10.3 3.9 58.2 0.2 28.6 1.1 64.7 0.8 44.4 -2.2 -12.6
Ireland 0.2 0.6 -0.1 -1.0 1.8 120.0 -0.2 -4.2 -0.1 -5.9 -1.3 -9.1
Italy 14.0 46.1 4.2 60.0 1.8 75.0 3.3 28.2 1.2 109.1 3.5 43.8
Japan 3.4 13.4 -0.3 -4.8 -1.2 -21.8 3.2 43.2 1.0 47.6 0.6 14.3
Korea 3.9 22.3 1.6 80.0 0.3 15.8 1.7 566.7 1.5 107.1 -1.3 -11.8
Luxembourg 3.5 8.1 -2.0 -17.4 1.5 21.1 -0.7 -5.6 1.2 50.0 3.5 38.5
Netherlands -3.3 -7.3 -5.4 -45.4 1.4 46.7 -0.1 -0.6 0.3 18.8 0.3 2.6
Norway -0.1 -0.2 -1.1 -9.1 -0.5 -8.8 0.6 6.7 0.4 57.1 0.7 4.6
Spain 9.8 41.0 2.5 51.0 1.4 116.7 0.2 1.7 0.9 81.8 4.7 94.0
Sweden 3.1 6.4 -1.8 -9.0 2.0 166.7 1.5 9.7 1.5 300.0 -0.1 -0.9
Switzerland 4.9 17.0 0.2 1.9 0.3 17.6 3.7 42.0 0.5 23.8 0.3 5.1
Turkey 10.0 55.9 -1.8 -23.1 0.9 128.6 1.5 60.0 -0.2 -20.0 5.7 123.9
United Kingdom 0.3 0.9 -1.5 -14.6 1.3 43.3 -1.3 -17.6 -0.4 -9.5 2.2 21.6
United States 2.1 7.6 0.8 7.4 -0.2 -6.7 1.2 20.0 0.3 10.3 - -
G-7* 3.9 11.7 0.7 7.8 0.2 7.8 1.7 17.3 0.5 21.9 0.7 7.9
OECD 4.1 12.1 0.2 2.1 0.8 32.0 1.5 17.0 0.5 26.7 0.9 8.2

Source: Author’s calculation from OECD (1999): Tables 3, 10, 12, 14, 20, 22 and 24.
Note: The Czech Republic, Hungary, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland and Portugal are excluded because only some or no

components are available.
* The G-7 nations are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.
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Canada had the second greatest increase in total taxation in the G-7 countries

Personal taxation dropped in three G-7 countries
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Canada had the smallest increase in corporate taxation
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Payroll taxation decreased only in the United Kingdom
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Property taxation increased in most G-7 countries
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Consumption taxation dropped in Canada
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Table 3: Sources of change in total tax revenues, 1980 to 1997

Component contribution*
Total

change Personal Corporate Payroll Property Consumption

%-point %
Australia 2.4 20.8 45.8 25.0 25.0 -12.5
Austria 4.0 12.5 17.5 67.5 -15.0 -5.0
Belgium 2.3 -47.8 39.1 56.5 13.0 34.8
Canada 4.8 64.6 2.1 47.9 16.7 -29.2
Denmark 4.1 56.1 26.8 26.8 -19.5 -17.1
Finland 9.6 12.5 25.0 45.8 4.2 12.5
France 3.4 26.5 14.7 20.6 26.5 -2.9
Germany -1.0 240.0 60.0 -230.0 30.0 -
Greece 9.4 9.6 12.8 26.6 2.1 40.4
Iceland 3.0 130.0 6.7 36.7 26.7 -73.3
Ireland 0.2 -50.0 900.0 -100.0 -50.0 -650.0
Italy 14.0 30.0 12.9 23.6 8.6 25.0
Japan 3.4 -8.8 -35.3 94.1 29.4 17.6
Korea 3.9 41.0 7.7 43.6 38.5 -33.3
Luxembourg 3.5 -57.1 42.9 -20.0 34.3 100.0
Netherlands -3.3 163.6 -42.4 3.0 -9.1 -9.1
Norway -0.1 1,100.0 500.0 -600.0 -400.0 -700.0
Spain 9.8 25.5 14.3 2.0 9.2 48.0
Sweden 3.1 -58.1 64.5 48.4 48.4 -3.2
Switzerland 4.9 4.1 6.1 75.5 10.2 6.1
Turkey 10.0 -18.0 9.0 15.0 -2.0 57.0
United Kingdom 0.3 -500.0 433.3 -433.3 -133.3 733.3
United States 2.1 38.1 -9.5 57.1 14.3 -
G-7** 3.9 17.8 6.3 43.3 13.0 17.8
OECD 4.1 5.4 19.6 35.8 11.1 21.0

Source: Author’s calculation from OECD (1999): Tables 3, 10, 12, 14, 20, 22 and 24.
Note: The Czech Republic, Hungary, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland and Portugal are excluded because only some or no

components are available.
* Percentage contributions may not add to 100 because other taxes are not included here.
** The G-7 nations are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.
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