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SOME TERMS YOU SHOULD KNOW
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GlﬂClers Iceberg-ablock of ice that has broken
off from the face of a glacier andis

A glacier is a large frozen river of floating in a body of water.
snow, ice, water and rocks Glaciers
form over many years from accumu-
lated snow andice that does not melt
in the warm summer months.The mass Ice cap-smdller than anice sheet,
of snow andice compacts over the it s amass of ice and snow that

years untilit hardens info ice. permanently covers alarge area
of land such as a mountain peak.

Fiord - a Ushaped valley formed by glaciers
as they move, eroding the earth below.

Because of its very heavy weight, a

glacier can flow down mountains and

hills sometimes moving at a rate of tens

of metres per day.Glaciers can even flow
along flat land - these are calledice sheefts.

As glaciers move, they wear away the land k
below, picking up or plucking large amounts

of rocks, minerals and soil.1f a glacier passes

over da minerdl deposit such as diamonds,

gemstones or gold, the glacier will wear away
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the top of the deposits and spread the minerals
out in a fan shape in the direction the glacier is
moving.Prospectors look for these mineral trails
and can follow the trailback to the deposit. FGST FGCT

Glacierice is the largest
Most of Nunavut was shaped by ice sheets reservoir of fresh water on

and glaciers. On Baffin Island glaciers a Earth and c.an be found on
carved out deep vdlleys and fiords, some every confinent except
more than 900 metres deep.That’s Awstralia.Other countries
equalto more than Id hockey rinks in are interested in Nunavut’s
length!Ice caps and glaciers still glaciers as a potential
cover over 150,000 quare :’ source of fresh water for
kilometres of Nunavut. ‘ their people to Wse.
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did you know?

Approximately 90 per cent of an
icebergis below the water’s surface.

Just a few of Nunavut's ice caps and glaciers:
) Agassiz Ice Cap (Ellesmere Island)

2) MillerIce Cap (AxelHeibergIsiand)

3) Prince of Wales Icefield (Ellesmere Island)
u) Devonlce Cap (DevonIsland)

5) BarnesIce cap (Baffin Island)

6) PennyIce Cap (BaffinIsland) n
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