appendi x a

CONSTI TUTI ON ACT, 1982

PART |

CANADI AN CHARTER OF RI GHTS AND FREEDOVS

Guarantee of R ghts and Freedons

1. The Canadi an Charter of Ri ghts and Freedons guarantees the rights and
freedons set out in it subject only to such reasonable limts prescribed by | aw
as can be denonstrably justified in a free and denocratic society.

Legal Rights

7. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and
the right not to be deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of
fundanmental justice.

Equality Rights

15. (1) Every individual is equal before and under the | aw and has the
right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the |aw without
di scrimnation and, in particular, wthout discrimnnation based on race,
nati onal or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or nental or physica
di sability.

(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude any |law, programor activity that has
as its object the anelioration of conditions of disadvantaged individuals or
groups including those that are disadvantaged because of race, national or
ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or nmental or physical disability.

28. Notwi thstanding anything in this Charter, the rights and freedons
referred to in it are guaranteed equally to nale and femal e persons.

Application of Charter
32. (1) This Charter applies
(a) to the Parlianment and governnent of Canada in respect
of all matters within the authority of Parlianment including
all matters relating to the Yukon Territory and Northwest
Territories; and
(b) to the legislature and governnent of each province in
respect of all matters within the authority of the |egislature
of each province.
(2) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (1), section 15 shall not have effect unti
three years after this section comes into force

equal i zati on and regional disparities

36. (1) Wthout altering the |legislative authority of Parlianment or of
the provincial legislatures, or the rights of any of themw th respect to the
exercise of their legislative authority, Parliament and the |egislatures,
together with the governnent of Canada and the provincial governnents, are
commtted to

(a) pronoting equal opportunities for the well-being of
Canadi ans;
(b) furthering econom c devel opnent to reduce disparity in



opportunities; and
(c) providing essential public services of reasonable quality
to all Canadi ans.

(2) Parlianent and the government of Canada are committed to the principle
of maki ng equalization paynments to ensure that provincial governnents have
sufficient revenues to provide reasonably conparable | evels of public services
at reasonably conparable | evels of taxation

appendi x b

the constitution act, 1867
VI. Distribution of Legislative Powers

Powers of the Parlianent

91. It shall be lawful for the Queen, by and with the Advi ce and Consent
of the Senate and House of Commobns, to make Laws for the Peace, Order, and good
Government of Canada, in relation to all Matters not coming within the O asses
of Subjects by this Act assigned exclusively to the Legislatures of the
Provi nces; and for greater Certainty, but not so as to restrict the Generality
of the foregoing Ternms of this Section, it is hereby decl ared that
(notwi t hstandi ng anything in this Act) the exclusive Legislative Authority of
the Parlianment of Canada extends to all Matters coming within the C asses of
Subj ects next hereinafter enunerated; that is to say,-

1. Repeal ed.

1A The Public Debt and Property.

2. The Regul ati on of Trade and Conmer ce.
2A. Unenpl oynment i nsurance.

3 The raising of Money by any Mode or System of Taxation

4. The borrowi ng of Money on the Public Credit.

5. Post al Servi ce.

6 The Census and Statistics.

7 Mlitia, Mlitary and Naval Service, and Defence.

8. The fixing of and providing for the Salaries and Al owances of Gvil and
other Oficers of the Government of Canada.

9. Beacons, Buoys, Lighthouses, and Sabl e Isl and.

10. Navi gati on and Shi ppi ng.

11. Quarantine and the Establishnment and Mai nt enance of Marine Hospitals.

12. Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries.

13. Ferries between a Province and any British or Foreign Country or between

Two Provinces.

14. Currency and Coi nage.

15. Banki ng, | ncorporation of Banks, and the |Issue of Paper Nbney.
16. Savi ngs Banks.

17. Wei ght s and Measur es.

18. Bills of Exchange and Prom ssory Notes.

19. I nterest.

20. Legal Tender.

21. Bankruptcy and I nsol vency.

22. Patents of Invention and Di scovery.

23. Copyri ghts.

24. I ndi ans, and Lands reserved for the Indians.
25. Nat ural i zati on and Aliens.

26. Marri age and Divorce.

27. The Crimnal Law, except the Constitution of Courts of Crimna
Jurisdiction, but including the Procedure in Crimnal Mitters.

28. The Establishment, Mintenance, and Managenent of Penitentiaries.



29. Such O asses of Subjects as are expressly excepted in the Enuneratin of
the Cl asses of Subjects by this Act assigned exclusively to the Legi sl atures of
t he Provinces.

And any Matter coming within any of the C asses of Subjects enunerated in
this Section shall not be deened to cone within the O ass of Matters of a |oca
or private Nature conprised in the Enuneration of the Cl asses of Subjects by
this Act assigned exclusively to the Legislatures of the Provinces.

Excl usi ve Powers of Provincial Legislatures

92. In each Province the Legislature may exclusively make Laws in relation to
Matters coming within the C asses of Subjects next hereinafter enunerated; that
is to say,-

1. Repeal ed.

2. Direct Taxation within the Province in order to the raising of a Revenue
for Provincial Purposes.

3. The borrowi ng of Money on the sole Credit of the Province.

4. The Establishment and Tenure of Provincial Ofices and the Appoi ntnent and
Payment of Provincial Oficers.

5. The Managenent and Sal e of the Public Lands bel onging to the Province and
of the Tinber and Wod t hereon

6. The Establishrment, Mintenance, and Managenent of Public and Reformatory
Prisons in and for the Province.

7. The Establishment, Mintenance, and Managenent of Hospitals, Asyluns,

Charities, and El eenosynary Institutions in and for the Province, other than
Mari ne Hospitals.

8. Muni ci pal Institutions in the Province.

9. Shop, Sal oon, Tavern, Auctioneer, and other Licences in order to the
rai sing of a Revenue for Provincial, Local, or Minicipal Purposes.

10. Local Works and Undertaki ngs ot her than such as are of the foll ow ng
Cl asses: -

(a) Lines of Steamor other Ships, Railways, Canals, Tel egraphs, and ot her
Wor ks and Undert aki ngs connecting the Province with any other or others of the
Provi nces, or extending beyond the Limts of the Province;

(b) Lines of Steam Ships between the Province and any British or Foreign
Country;

(c) Such Works as, although wholly situate within the Province, are before
or after their Execution declared by the Parliament of Canada to be for the
general Advantage of Canada or for the Advantage of Two or nore of the
Pr ovi nces.

11. The I ncorporation of Conpanies with Provincial Objects.

12. The Sol emmi zation of Marriage in the Province.

13. Property and Civil Rights in the Province.

14. The Adm nistration of Justice in the Province, including the Constitution

Mai nt enance, and Organi zation of Provincial Courts, both of Cvil and of
Crimnal Jurisdiction, and including Procedure in Civil Matters in those Courts.
15. The I nposition of Punishnent by Fine, Penalty, or Inprisonnent for
enforcing any Law of the Province made in relation to any Matter coming within
any of the C asses of Subjects enunerated in this Section

16. Cenerally all Matters of a nerely local or private Nature in the Province.
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Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation
Agai nst Wbnen



The States Parties to the present Conventi on,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirnms faith in fundanenta
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equa
ri ghts of men and wonen,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirns the principle of
the inadm ssibility of discrimnation and proclains that all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to al

the rights and freedons set forth therein, w thout distinction of any kind

i ncludi ng distinction based on sex,

Noting that the States Parties to the International Covenant on Human R ghts
have the obligation to ensure the equal rights of men and wonen to enjoy al
econom c, social, cultural, civil and political rights,

Consi dering the international conventions concl uded under the auspices of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies pronoting equality of rights of nen
and wonen,

Noting al so the resol utions, declarations and recomendati ons adopted by the
United Nations and the specialized agencies pronoting equality of rights of nen
and wonen,

Concerned, however, that despite these various instruments extensive
di scrim nation agai nst wormen conti nues to exi st,

Recal I ing that discrimnation agai nst wonen violates the principles of equality
of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the participation of
wonmen, on equal terms with men, in the political, social, econonmc and cultura
life of their countries, hanpers the growh of the prosperity of society and the
famly, and makes nore difficult the full devel opnent of the potentialities of
wonmen in the service of their countries and of hunanity,

Concerned that in situations of poverty wonen have the | east access to food,
heal t h, education, training and opportunities for enploynent and ot her needs,

Convi nced that the establishment of the new international econom ¢ order based
on equity and justice will contribute significantly towards the pronotion of
equal ity between nmen and wonen,

Enphasi zi ng that the eradication of apartheid, of all fornms of racism racia

di scrimnation, colonialism neo-colonialism aggression, foreign occupation and
dom nation and interference in the internal affairs of States is essential to
the full enjoynent of the rights of men and wonen,

Affirm ng that the strengthening of international peace and security, relaxation
of international tension, nutual co-operation anong all States irrespective of
their social and econonm ¢ systens, general and conplete disarmanent and in
particul ar nucl ear disarnmanment under strict and effective international control
the affirmation of the principles of justice, equality and mutual benefit in

rel ati ons anong countries, and the realization of the right of peoples under
alien and col onial dom nation and foreign occupation to self-determ nation and

i ndependence as well as respect for national sovereignty and territoria
integrity will pronote social progress and devel opnment and as a consequence w | |
contribute to the attainment of full equality between nen and wonen,



Convinced that the full and conpl ete devel opment of a country, the wel fare of
the world and the cause of peace require the nmaxi mum partici pati on of wonmen on
equal terns with nen in all fields,

Bearing in mnd the great contribution of wonen to the welfare of the famly and
to the devel opnent of society, so far not fully recognized, the socia
significance of maternity and the role of both parents in the famly and in the
upbringi ng of children, and aware that the role of wonmen in procreation should
not be a basis for discrimnation but that the upbringing of children requires a
sharing of responsibility between nen and wonmen and soci ety as a whol e,

Aware that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the role of wonen
in society and in the famly is needed to achieve full equality between nen and
womnen,

Determ ned to inplenent the principles set forth in the Declaration on the

El i mi nation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen and, for that purpose, to adopt the
neasures required for the elimnation of such discrimnation in all its forns
and mani f estati ons,

Have agreed on the follow ng:
PART |
Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term"discrimnation against
wonmen" shal |l nean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of
sex which has the effect or purpose of inmpairing or nullifying the recognition
enj oynment or exercise by wonen, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis
of equality of nen and wonen, of hunman rights and fundanental freedons in the
political, economc, social, cultural, civil or any other field.

Article 2

States Parties condemm di scrimnation against wonen in all its forns, agree to
pursue by all appropriate means and wi thout delay a policy of elimnating
di scrim nation agai nst wonren and, to this end, undertake:

(a) To enbody the principle of the equality of nmen and wonen in their nationa
constitutions or other appropriate legislation if not yet incorporated therein
and to ensure, through | aw and other appropriate neans, the practica
realization of this principle;

(b) To adopt appropriate |egislative and other neasures, including sanctions
where appropriate, prohibiting all discrimnation against wonen;

(c) To establish |legal protection of the rights of wonmen on an equal basis with
nen and to ensure through conpetent national tribunals and other public
institutions the effective protection of wonen agai nst any act of

di scrimnation;

(d) To refrain fromengaging in any act or practice of discrimnation against
wonmen and to ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in
conformity with this obligation



(e) To take all appropriate neasures to elimnate discrimnation agai nst wonen
by any person, organization or enterprise;

(f) To take all appropriate neasures, including legislation, to nodify or
abol i sh existing | aws, regul ati ons, custons and practices which constitute
di scri m nation agai nst wonen;

(g) To repeal all national penal provisions which constitute discrimnation
agai nst wormen.

Article 3

States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social
econom ¢ and cultural fields, all appropriate neasures, including |egislation
to ensure the full devel opnment and advancenent of woren , for the purpose of
guar anteei ng themthe exerci se and enjoynment of human rights and fundanenta
freedons on a basis of equality with nmen.

Article 4

1. Adoption by States Parties of tenporary special nmeasures ained at

accel erating de facto equality between nmen and wonen shall not be consi dered
di scrimnation as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way entai
as a consequence the mai ntenance of unequal or separate standards; these
nmeasures shall be discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity
and treatnment have been achi eved.

2. Adoption by States Parties of special neasures, including those neasures
contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity shall not be
consi dered di scrimnatory.

Article 5

States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures:

(a) To nodify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and wonen, wth
a viewto achieving the elimnation of prejudices and customary and all other
practices which are based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of
either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for nen and wonen;

(b) To ensure that fam |y education includes a proper understanding of maternity
as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility of nmen and
worren in the upbringing and devel opment of their children, it being understood
that the interest of the children is the prinordial consideration in all cases.
Article 6

States Parties shall take all appropriate neasures, including legislation, to

suppress all forns of traffic in wonen and exploitation of prostitution of
wonen.

PART 11

Article 7



States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate discrimnnation
agai nst wonmen in the political and public life of the country and, in
particul ar, shall ensure to wonen, on equal ternms with nen, the right:

(a) To vote in all elections and public referenda and to be eligible for
election to all publicly el ected bodies;

(b) To participate in the formul ati on of government policy and the
i npl enentati on thereof and to hold public office and performall public
functions at all l|evels of governnent;

(c) To participate in non-governnental organizations and associ ati ons concer ned
with the public and political life of the country.

Article 8

States Parties shall take all appropriate neasures to ensure to wonen, on equa
terns with nen and wi thout any discrimnation, the opportunity to represent
their Governments at the international level and to participate in the work of
i nternational organizations.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall grant wonen equal rights with men to acquire, change or
retain their nationality. They shall ensure in particular that neither nmarriage
to an alien nor change of nationality by the husband during marriage shal
automatically change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless or force
upon her the nationality of the husband.

2. States Parties shall grant wonmen equal rights with men with respect to the
nationality of their children
PART 111

Article 10

States Parties shall take all appropriate neasures to elimnate discrimnation
agai nst wonen in order to ensure to themequal rights with nen in the field of
education and in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of nmen and wonen:

(a) The sane conditions for career and vocational guidance, for access to
studies and for the achi evement of diplonmas in educational establishnments of al
categories in rural as well as in urban areas; this equality shall be ensured in
pre-school, general, technical, professional and higher technical education, as
well as in all types of vocational training;

(b) Access to the sane curricula, the sane exam nations, teaching staff with
qualifications of the same standard and school prenm ses and equi prent of the
sane quality;

(c) The elimnation of any stereotyped concept of the roles of nen and wonen at
all levels and in all fornms of education by encouragi ng coeducation and ot her
types of education which will help to achieve this aimand, in particular, by
the revision of textbooks and school programres and the adaptati on of teaching
net hods;

(d ) The sane opportunities to benefit from schol arshi ps and other study grants;



)e) The sane opportunities for access to programes of continuing education

i ncluding adult and functional |iteracy programes, particulary those ained at
reduci ng, at the earliest possible time, any gap in education existing between
men and wonen;

(f) The reduction of fenmale student drop-out rates and the organization of
programes for girls and women who have | eft school prematurely;

(g) The sane opportunities to participate actively in sports and physica
educati on;

(h) Access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and
wel | -being of famlies, including information and advice on famly pl anning.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate
di scrimnation agai nst wonen in the field of enploynent in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of nmen and wonen, the sane rights, in particular

(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human bei ngs;

(b) The right to the sane enpl oynment opportunities, including the application of
the sane criteria for selection in matters of enpl oynent;

(c) The right to free choice of profession and enploynent, the right to
pronotion, job security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right
to receive vocational training and retraining, including apprenticeshi ps,
advanced vocational training and recurrent training;

(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatnent
in respect of work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in the
eval uation of the quality of work;

(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirenent,
unenpl oynent, sickness, invalidity and ol d age and ot her incapacity to work, as
well as the right to paid |eave;

(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions,
i ncl udi ng the safeguarding of the function of reproduction

2. In order to prevent discrimnation agai nst wonen on the grounds of
nmarriage or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States
Parties shall take appropriate neasures:

(a) To prohibit, subject to the inposition of sanctions, dismssal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity |eave and discrimnation in dismssals on
the basis of marital status;

(b) To introduce maternity |leave with pay or with conparabl e social benefits
wi thout |oss of former enploynent, seniority or social allowances;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to
enabl e parents to conbine famly obligations with work responsibilities and
participation in public life, in particular through pronoting the establishnent
and devel opnent of a network of child-care facilities;



(d) To provide special protection to wonen during pregnancy in types of work
proved to be harnful to them

3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shal
be reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge
and shall be revised, repeal ed or extended as necessary.

Article 12

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate

di scrimnation against wonen in the field of health care in order to ensure, on
a basis of equality of nmen and wonen, access to health care services, including
those related to fam |y planni ng

2. Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States
Parties shall ensure to wonen appropriate services in connection wth pregnancy,
confinenent and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary,
as well as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and | actation

Article 13

States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate discrimnation
agai nst wonmen in other areas of economc and social life in order to ensure, on
a basis of equality of men and wonen, the same rights, in particular

(a) The right to famly benefits;
(b) The right to bank |oans, nortgages and other fornms of financial credit;

(c) The right to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects
of cultural life.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problens faced by
rural wonmen and the significant roles which rural wonen play in the econonic
survival of their famlies, including their work in the non-nonetized sectors of
t he econony, and shall take all appropriate neasures to ensure the application
of the provisions of the present Convention to wonmen in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate

di scrimnation against wonen in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of
equal ity of nen and wonen, that they participate in and benefit fromrura
devel opnent and, in particular, shall ensure to such wonen the right:

(a) To participate in the elaboration and inplenmentati on of devel opnent pl anni ng
at all levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information
counsel ling and services in famly planning;

(c) To benefit directly fromsocial security programes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal
including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter alia, the
benefit of all comunity and extension services, in order to increase their
techni cal proficiency;



(e) To organi ze self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equa
access to econonic opportunities through enpl oynment or self enploynent;

(f) To participate in all conmmunity activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and | oans, marketing facilities,
appropriate technol ogy and equal treatnent in |and and agrarian reformas well
as in land resettl enent schenes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing,
sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and conmuni cati ons.

PART |V
Article 15
1. States Parties shall accord to wonen equality with nen before the | aw

2. States Parties shall accord to wonen, in civil matters, a | egal capacity
identical to that of nmen and the sanme opportunities to exercise that capacity.
In particular, they shall give wonen equal rights to conclude contracts and to
adm ni ster property and shall treat themequally in all stages of procedure in
courts and tribunals.

3. States Parties agree that all contracts and all other private instrunments of
any kind with a legal effect which is directed at restricting the |egal capacity
of wonen shall be deened null and void.

4. States Parties shall accord to nen and wonen the sanme rights with regard to
the law relating to the novenment of persons and the freedomto choose their
resi dence and domcile.

Article 16

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to elimnate

di scrimnation against wonen in all matters relating to narriage and famly
relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of nmen and
wonen:

(a) The sane right to enter into marriage;

(b) The sane right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only
with their free and full consent;

(c) The sane rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution

(d) The sane rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their
marital status, in matters relating to their children; in all cases the
interests of the children shall be paranount;

(e) The sane rights to decide freely and responsibly on the nunber and spaci ng
of their children and to have access to the information, education and neans to
enable themto exercise these rights;

(f) The sane rights and responsibilities with regard to guardi anshi p, wardship,
trusteeshi p and adoption of children, or simlar institutions where these



concepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the interests of the
children shall be paranount;

(g) The sane personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose
a famly name, a profession and an occupation

(h) The sane rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition
managenent, admi nistration, enjoynent and di sposition of property, whether free
of charge or for a val uable consideration

2. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no | egal effect, and
all necessary action, including |egislation, shall be taken to specify a m ni num
age for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official

regi stry compul sory.

PART V
Article 17
1 For the purpose of considering the progress nmade in the inplenmentation of

t he present Convention, there shall be established a Coomittee on the

Elimi nati on of Discrimnation against Winen (hereinafter referred to as the
Conmittee) consisting, at the time of entry into force of the Convention, of

ei ghteen and, after ratification of or accession to the Convention by the
thirty-fifth State Party, of twenty-three experts of high noral standing and
conpetence in the field covered by the Convention. The experts shall be el ected
by States Parties fromanong their nationals and shall serve in their persona
capacity, consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution and
to the representation of the different fornms of civilization as well as the
principal |egal systens.

2. The menbers of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot froma list
of persons nomi nated by States Parties. Each State Party may nom nate one person
fromanong its own national s.

3. The initial election shall be held six nonths after the date of the entry
into force of the present Convention. At |east three nonths before the date of
each el ection the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter
to the States Parties inviting themto submt their nom nations within two

nmont hs. The Secretary-Ceneral shall prepare a list in al phabetical order of al
persons thus nom nated, indicating the States Parties which have nom nated them
and shall submit it to the States Parties.

4. El ections of the menbers of the Conmittee shall be held at a neeting of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters.
At that neeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a
quorum the persons elected to the Cormittee shall be those noni nees who obtain
the | argest nunber of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the
representatives of States Parties present and voting.

5. The menbers of the Committee shall be elected for a termof four years.
However, the terns of nine of the nmenbers elected at the first election shal
expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election the names
of these nine nenbers shall be chosen by [ot by the Chairman of the Conmittee.



6. The el ection of the five additional nmenbers of the Conmittee shall be held
in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article,
following the thirty-fifth ratification or accession. The terns of two of the
addi ti onal nmenbers elected on this occasion shall expire at the end of two
years, the nanes of these two nmenbers having been chosen by |ot by the Chairnman
of the Committee.

7. For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has
ceased to function as a nmenber of the Comrittee shall appoint another expert
fromanong its nationals, subject to the approval of the Conmittee.

8. The menbers of the Committee shall, with the approval of the Genera
Assenbly, receive enolunments fromUnited Nations resources on such ternms and
conditions as the Assenbly may deci de, having regard to the inportance of the
Conmittee's responsibilities.

9. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary
staff and facilities for the effective perfornmance of the functions of the
Conmi ttee under the present Convention

Article 18

1. States Parties undertake to submt to the Secretary-General of the United
Nati ons, for consideration by the Conmttee, a report on the |egislative,
judicial, adm nistrative or other measures which they have adopted to give
effect to the provisions of the present Convention and on the progress nmade in
this respect:

(a) Wthin one year after the entry into force for the State concerned;

(b) Thereafter at |east every four years and further whenever the Conmittee so
requests.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of
fulfilnment of obligations under the present Convention

Article 19

1. The Conmittee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

2. The Conmittee shall elect its officers for a termof two years.

Article 20

1. The Conmittee shall normally neet for a period of not nore than two weeks

annually in order to consider the reports submitted in accordance with article
18 of the present Convention

2. The nmeetings of the Conmttee shall normally be held at United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determ ned by the Comm ttee.

Article 21

1. The Conmittee shall, through the Econom c and Social Council, report
annually to the General Assenbly of the United Nations on its activities and may
make suggesti ons and general recomendati ons based on the exami nation of reports
and information received fromthe States Parties. Such suggesti ons and genera



recomendati ons shall be included in the report of the Conmttee together with
comments, if any, from States Parties.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of
the Conmittee to the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen for its information

Article 22

The speci alized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the

consi deration of the inplementation of such provisions of the present Convention
as fall within the scope of their activities. The Comrittee may invite the

speci al i zed agencies to subnmit reports on the inplenmentation of the Convention
in areas falling within the scope of their activities.

PART VI

Article 23

Not hing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions that are nore
conduci ve to the achievenent of equality between nen and wonen whi ch may be
cont ai ned:

(a) Inthe legislation of a State Party; or

(b) I'n any other international convention, treaty or agreement in force for that
State.

Article 24
States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary nmeasures at the national |evel

aimed at achieving the full realization of the rights recognized in the present
Conventi on.

Article 25
1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated as the

depositary of the present Convention.

3. The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instrunments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United
Nat i ons.

4. The present Convention shall be open to accession by all States. Accession
shall be effected by the deposit of an instrunent of accession with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 26

1. A request for the revision of the present Convention may be nade at any
time by any State Party by neans of a notification in witing addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The General Assenbly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps, if
any, to be taken in respect of such a request.



Article 27

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after
the date of deposit with the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations of the
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession

2. For each State ratifying the present Convention or acceding to it after
the deposit of the twentieth instrunent of ratification or accession, the
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the
deposit of its own instrunent of ratification or accession

Article 28

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate to
all States the text of reservations nmade by States at the time of ratification
or accession.

2. A reservation inconpatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permtted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any tinme by notification to this effect
addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations, who shall then inform
all States thereof. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it
i s received.

Article 29

1. Any di spute between two or nore States Parties concerning the
interpretation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by
negoti ation shall, at the request of one of them be submitted to arbitration

If within six months fromthe date of the request for arbitration the parties
are unable to agree on the organi zation of the arbitration, any one of those
parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request
in conformty with the Statute of the Court.

2. Each State Party may at the time of signature or ratification of the
present Convention or accession thereto declare that it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 1 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be
bound by that paragraph with respect to any State Party whi ch has nmade such a
reservation.

3. Any State Party which has nade a reservation in accordance wth paragraph
2 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 30

The present Convention, the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spani sh texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF t he undersi gned, duly authorized, have signed the present
Conventi on.
appendi x d



I nternational Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights
The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclainmed in the Charter of
the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all nenbers of the human famly is the foundation of
freedom justice and peace in the world,

Recogni zi ng that these rights derive fromthe inherent dignity of the human
person,

Recogni zi ng that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the ideal of free human bei ngs enjoying freedomfrom fear and want can only be
achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economc
social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights,

Consi dering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to
pronot e uni versal respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedons,
Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the
conmmunity to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the
promoti on and observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant,
Agree upon the follow ng articles:

PART |
Article 1
1. Al'l peoples have the right of self-determ nation. By virtue of that right

they freely deternmne their political status and freely pursue their econonic
soci al and cul tural devel opnent.

2. Al'l peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natura

weal th and resources wi thout prejudice to any obligations arising out of

i nternati onal econom c co-operation, based upon the principle of nutual benefit,
and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own neans of
subsi st ence.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
responsibility for the adm nistration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories, shall pronote the realization of the right of self-determ nation
and shall respect that right, in conformty with the provisions of the Charter
of the United Nations.

PART I |
Article 2
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps,

i ndividual ly and through international assistance and co-operation, especially
economi ¢ and technical, to the maximumof its available resources, with a view
to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the
present Covenant by all appropriate neans, including particularly the adoption
of |egislative neasures.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the
rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised w thout

di scrimnation of any kind as to race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
st at us.



3. Devel opi ng countries, with due regard to human rights and their nationa
econony, may determ ne to what extent they would guarantee the economc rights
recogni zed in the present Covenant to non-nationals.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right
of men and women to the enjoynment of all economic, social and cultural rights
set forth in the present Covenant.

Article 4

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoynent of
those rights provided by the State in conformty with the present Covenant, the
State may subject such rights only to such limtations as are deternined by |aw
only in so far as this may be conpatible with the nature of these rights and
solely for the purpose of pronoting the general welfare in a denocratic society.

Article 5

1. Not hing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as inplying for any
State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act
aimed at the destruction of any of the rights or freedons recogni zed herein, or
at their limtation to a greater extent than is provided for in the present
Covenant .

2. No restriction upon or derogation fromany of the fundanental human rights
recogni zed or existing in any country in virtue of law, conventions, regulations
or customshall be admtted on the pretext that the present Covenant does not
recogni ze such rights or that it recognizes themto a | esser extent.

PART |11
Article 6
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work,

whi ch includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by
wor k which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to
safeguard this right.

2. The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve
the full realization of this right shall include technical and vocationa

gui dance and training programmes, policies and techni ques to achi eve steady
econom ¢, social and cultural devel opnment and full and productive enpl oynent
under conditions safeguarding fundanental political and economc freedons to the
i ndi vi dual

Article 7

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
t he enjoynment of just and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in
particul ar:
(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a mninmm wth:
(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal val ue without

di stinction of any kind, in particular wonen bei ng guar ant eed
condi tions of

work not inferior to those enjoyed by nmen, with equal pay for equa
wor K;



(ii) A decent living for thenselves and their famlies in accordance with

t he
provi sions of the present Covenant;

(b) Safe and heal thy worki ng conditions;
(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be pronoted in his enploynment to an
appropriate higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of
seniority and conpetence
(d) Rest, leisure and reasonable limtation of working hours and periodic
hol i days with pay, as well as remuneration for public holidays.

Article 8

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure:

(a) The right of everyone to formtrade unions and join the trade union of his
choi ce, subject only to the rules of the organization concerned, for the
promotion and protection of his economc and social interests. No restrictions
may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed by | aw
and which are necessary in a denocratic society in the interests of nationa
security or public order or for the protection of the rights and freedons of

ot hers;

(b) The right of trade unions to establish national federations or
confederations and the right of the latter to formor join international trade-
uni on organi zati ons;

(c) The right of trade unions to function freely subject to no limtations other
than those prescribed by | aw and which are necessary in a denocratic society in
the interests of national security or public order or for the protection of the
rights and freedons of others;

(d) The right to strike, provided that it is exercised in conformty with the

| aws of the particular country.

2. This article shall not prevent the inposition of lawful restrictions on
the exercise of these rights by nenbers of the arnmed forces or of the police or
of the administration of the State

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the

I nternational Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 concerni ng Freedom of
Associ ation and Protection of the Right to Oganize to take |egislative measures
whi ch woul d prejudice, or apply the law in such a manner as woul d prejudice, the
guarantees provided for in that Convention

Article 9

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
soci al security, including social insurance.

Article 10

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:

1. The wi dest possible protection and assi stance should be accorded to the
famly, which is the natural and fundanmental group unit of society, particularly
for its establishnment and while it is responsible for the care and education of
dependent children. Marriage nust be entered into with the free consent of the

i nt endi ng spouses.

2. Speci al protection should be accorded to nothers during a reasonable
peri od before and after childbirth. During such period working nothers should be
accorded paid | eave or | eave with adequate social security benefits.

3. Speci al nmeasures of protection and assistance should be taken on behal f of
all children and young persons w thout any discrimnination for reasons of



parent age or other conditions. Children and young persons shoul d be protected
from econom ¢ and soci al exploitation. Their enploynment in work harnful to their
nmorals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper their normal

devel opnent shoul d be punishable by Iaw. States should also set age limts bel ow
whi ch the paid enpl oynent of child | abour should be prohibited and puni shabl e by
I aw.

Article 11

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
an adequate standard of living for hinmself and his famly, including adequate
food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous inprovenent of |iving
conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the
realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential inportance
of international co-operation based on free consent.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundanenta
right of everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through

i nternational co-operation, the measures, including specific programes, which
are needed:

(a) To inprove nethods of production, conservation and distribution of food by
maki ng full use of technical and scientific know edge, by di ssem nating

know edge of the principles of nutrition and by devel oping or reform ng agrarian
systenms in such a way as to achieve the nost efficient devel opnent and
utilization of natural resources;

(b) Taking into account the problens of both food-inporting and food-exporting
countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in
relation to need.

Article 12

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recogni ze the right of everyone
to the enjoynment of the highest attainable standard of physical and nenta
heal t h.

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to
achieve the full realization of this right shall include those necessary for

(a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant
nortality and for the healthy devel opment of the child;

(b) The inmprovenent of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;

(c) The prevention, treatnent and control of epidem c, endem c, occupational and
ot her di seases;

(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all nedical service and
nmedi cal attention in the event of sickness.

Article 13

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recogni ze the right of everyone
to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the ful

devel opnent of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shal
strengthen the respect for human rights and fundanental freedons. They further
agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a
free society, pronote understanding, tolerance and friendship anong all nations
and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the
United Nations for the nmaintenance of peace.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a viewto
achieving the full realization of this right:

(a) Primary education shall be conpul sory and avail able free to all



(b) Secondary education in its different forns, including technical and

vocati onal secondary education, shall be made generally avail abl e and accessi bl e
to all by every appropriate nmeans, and in particular by the progressive

i ntroduction of free education;

(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of
capacity, by every appropriate nmeans, and in particular by the progressive

i ntroduction of free education;

(d) Fundanental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible
for those persons who have not received or conpleted the whole period of their
primary educati on;

(e) The devel opnent of a systemof schools at all levels shall be actively
pursued, an adequate fell owship systemshall be established, and the materi al
conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously inproved.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for
the liberty of parents and, when applicable, |egal guardians to choose for their
children school s, other than those established by the public authorities, which
conformto such mni num educati onal standards as may be |aid down or approved by
the State and to ensure the religious and noral education of their children in
conformity with their own convictions.

4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the
liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educationa
institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set forth in
paragraph 1 of this article and to the requirenment that the education given in
such institutions shall conformto such m ni mum standards as nay be laid down by
the State

Article 14

Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the tinme of becom ng a Party,
has not been able to secure in its nmetropolitan territory or other territories
under its jurisdiction conpul sory primary education, free of charge, undert akes,
within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of action for the
progressive inplenmentation, within a reasonabl e nunber of years, to be fixed in
the plan, of the principle of conpul sory education free of charge for all.

Article 15

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recogni ze the right of
everyone:

(a) To take part in cultural life;

(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications;
(c) To benefit fromthe protection of the noral and material interests resulting

fromany scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to
achieve the full realization of this right shall include those necessary for the
conservation, the devel opnent and the diffusion of science and culture.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the
freedom i ndi spensable for scientific research and creative activity.

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be

derived fromthe encouragenent and devel opment of international contacts and co-
operation in the scientific and cultural fields.

PART 1V

Article 16



1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submt in
conformity with this part of the Covenant reports on the measures which they
have adopted and the progress made in achieving the observance of the rights
recogni zed herein.

2. (a) Al reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United
Nati ons, who shall transmit copies to the Econom c and Social Council for

consi deration in accordance with the provisions of the present Covenant;

(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall also transmt to the
speci al i zed agencies copies of the reports, or any rel evant parts therefrom
from States Parties to the present Covenant which are al so nenbers of these
speci al i zed agencies in so far as these reports, or parts therefrom relate to
any matters which fall within the responsibilities of the said agencies in
accordance with their constitutional instruments.

Article 17

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant shall furnish their reports in
stages, in accordance with a programme to be established by the Econom c and
Social Council within one year of the entry into force of the present Covenant
after consultation with the States Parties and the specialized agencies

concer ned.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of
fulfilnment of obligations under the present Covenant.
3. VWere relevant information has previously been furnished to the United

Nati ons or to any specialized agency by any State Party to the present Covenant,
it wll not be necessary to reproduce that information, but a precise reference
to the information so furnished will suffice.

Article 18

Pursuant to its responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations in the
field of human rights and fundanental freedons, the Econom c and Social Counci
may make arrangenments with the specialized agencies in respect of their
reporting to it on the progress made in achieving the observance of the

provi sions of the present Covenant falling within the scope of their activities.
These reports may include particul ars of decisions and recomrendati ons on such

i npl enent ati on adopted by their conpetent organs.

Article 19

The Econonic and Social Council may transmit to the Commi ssion on Human Rights
for study and general recommendation or, as appropriate, for information the
reports concerning human rights submitted by States in accordance with articles
16 and 17, and those concerning human rights submitted by the specialized
agenci es in accordance with article 18.

Article 20

The States Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies
concerned may submit comments to the Economic and Social Council on any genera
recomendati on under article 19 or reference to such general reconmendation in
any report of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts or any docunentation referred to
t her ei n.

Article 21



The Econonic and Soci al Council may submit fromtine to tine to the CGenera
Assenbly reports with recomendati ons of a general nature and a sunmary of the
information received fromthe States Parties to the present Covenant and the
speci al i zed agencies on the nmeasures taken and the progress made in achieving
general observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant.

Article 22

The Econonic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other organs of
the United Nations, their subsidiary organs and specialized agenci es concerned
wi th furni shing technical assistance any matters arising out of the reports
referred to in this part of the present Covenant which may assist such bodies in
deciding, each within its field of conpetence, on the advisability of

i nternational neasures likely to contribute to the effective progressive

i npl enent ati on of the present Covenant.

Article 23

The States Parties to the present Covenant agree that international action for
t he achi evenent of the rights recognized in the present Covenant includes such
nmet hods as the concl usion of conventions, the adoption of reconmendations, the
furni shing of technical assistance and the hol ding of regional neetings and
techni cal neetings for the purpose of consultation and study organized in
conjunction with the Governnents concer ned.

Article 24

Not hing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as inpairing the provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized
agenci es which define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of
the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in regard to the matters
dealt with in the present Covenant.

Article 25
Not hing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as inpairing the inherent

right of all peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth
and resources.

PART V
Article 26
1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Menber of the

United Nations or nenber of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party
to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State

whi ch has been invited by the General Assenbly of the United Nations to becone a
party to the present Covenant.

2. The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instrunents of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nat i ons.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to
in paragraph 1 of this article.
4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrunent of accession

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.



5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall informall States which
have signed the present Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each
instrument of ratification or accession

Article 27

1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three nonths after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrunent of
accession, the present Covenant shall enter into force three nonths after the
date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrunment of
accessi on.

Article 28

The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federa
States without any limtations or exceptions.

Article 29

1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an anmendnent and file
it with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations. The Secretary-CGeneral shal
t her eupon communi cate any proposed anmendnents to the States Parties to the
present Covenant with a request that they notify himwhether they favour a
conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the
proposals. In the event that at |least one third of the States Parties favours
such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the
auspices of the United Nations. Any anendnent adopted by a majority of the
States Parties present and voting at the conference shall be subnmitted to the
CGeneral Assenbly of the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendnents shall come into force when they have been approved by the
Ceneral Assenbly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds mgjority of
the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes.

3. VWhen amendnents cone into force they shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted them other States Parties still being bound by the
provi sions of the present Covenant and any earlier anmendnment which they have
accept ed.

Article 30

Irrespective of the notifications nade under article 26, paragraph 5, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall informall States referred to in
paragraph 1 of the same article of the follow ng particul ars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 26;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article
27 and the date of the entry into force of any anendnents under article 29.

Article 31

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spani sh texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nati ons.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 26.



appendi x e

The Beijing Declaration
and
The Platform for Action

Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen
Bei jing, China
4-15 Septenber 1995

STRATEGQ C OBJECTI VES
AND ACTI ONS

45. In each critical area of concern, the problemis diagnosed and strategic
obj ectives are proposed with concrete actions to be taken by various actors in
order to achieve those objectives. The strategic objectives are derived from
the critical areas of concern and specific actions to be taken to achieve them
cut across the boundaries of equality, devel opnent and peace - the goals of the
Nai r obi Forwar d-1 ooki ng Strategies for the Advancenment of Wonmen - and refl ect
their interdependence. The objectives and actions are interlinked, of high
priority and nmutually reinforcing. The Platformfor Action is intended to

i nprove the situation of all wonen, w thout exception, who often face simlar
barriers, while special attention should be given to groups that are the nopst
di sadvant aged.

46. The Platformfor Action recognizes that wonen face barriers to ful

equal ity and advancenent because of such factors as their race, age, |anguage,
ethnicity, culture, religion or disability, because they are indi genous wonen or
because of other status. Many wonen encounter specific obstacles related to
their famly status, particularly as single parents; and to their socio-econonic
status, including their living conditions in rural, isolated or inpoverished
areas. Additional barriers also exist for refugee wonen, other displaced wonen,
including internally displaced wonen as well as for inmmgrant wonmen and m grant
worren, including wonmen m grant workers. Many wonen are al so particularly

af fected by environnmental disasters, serious and infectious di seases and vari ous
forns of viol ence agai nst womnen.

A.  Wonen and poverty

47. More than 1 billion people in the world today, the great mgjority of whom
are wonen, live in unacceptable conditions of poverty, nostly in the devel opi ng
countries. Poverty has various causes, including structural ones. Poverty is a
conpl ex, nmultidinmensional problem with origins in both the national and

i nternational domains. The globalization of the world' s econony and the
deepeni ng i nt erdependence anong nati ons present chall enges and opportunities for
sust ai ned econom ¢ growth and devel opnent, as well as risks and uncertainties
for the future of the world econonmy. The uncertain global economc clinmate has
been acconpani ed by economic restructuring as well as, in a certain nunber of
countries, persistent, unnanageable | evels of external debt and structura



adj ustment progranmes. In addition, all types of conflict, displacenent of
peopl e and environnental degradati on have underni ned the capacity of CGovernnents
to neet the basic needs of their populations. Transformations in the world
econony are profoundly changing the paraneters of social devel opnent in al
countries. One significant trend has been the increased poverty of wonmen, the
extent of which varies fromregion to region. The gender disparities in
econom ¢ power-sharing are also an inportant contributing factor to the poverty
of women. Mgration and consequent changes in famly structures have pl aced
addi ti onal burdens on wonen, especially those who provide for severa

dependants. Macroeconom c policies need rethinking and refornulation to address
such trends. These policies focus al nost exclusively on the formal sector

They also tend to inpede the initiatives of wonen and fail to consider the
differential inpact on wonen and nen. The application of gender analysis to a
wi de range of policies and programmes is therefore critical to poverty reduction
strategies. In order to eradicate poverty and achi eve sustai nabl e devel opnent,
worren and nen must participate fully and equally in the formulation of

macr oecononi ¢ and social policies and strategies for the eradication of poverty.
The eradi cati on of poverty cannot be acconplished through anti-poverty
programes al one but will require denocratic participation and changes in
econom ¢ structures in order to ensure access for all wonen to resources,
opportunities and public services. Poverty has various manifestations,

i ncluding |ack of income and productive resources sufficient to ensure a

sustai nabl e livelihood; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limted or |ack of
access to education and other basic services; increasing norbidity and nortality
fromillness; honel essness and i nadequat e housi ng; unsafe environnments; and
soci al discrimnation and exclusion. It is also characterized by |ack of
participation in decision-nmaking and in civil, social and cultural life. It
occurs in all countries - as mass poverty in many devel opi ng countries and as
pockets of poverty am dst wealth in devel oped countries. Poverty may be caused
by an economic recession that results in loss of livelihood or by disaster or
conflict. There is also the poverty of | ow wage workers and the utter
destitution of people who fall outside fam |y support systens, social
institutions and safety nets.

48. In the past decade the nunber of wonen living in poverty has increased

di sproportionately to the nunber of nmen, particularly in the devel opi ng
countries. The fem nization of poverty has also recently becone a significant
problemin the countries with economies in transition as a short-term
consequence of the process of political, economi c and social transformation. In
addition to economc factors, the rigidity of socially ascribed gender roles and
worren's limted access to power, education, training and productive resources as
wel | as other enmerging factors that may lead to insecurity for famlies are al so
responsible. The failure to adequately mai nstream a gender perspective in al
econom ¢ anal ysis and planning and to address the structural causes of poverty
is also a contributing factor

49. Wonen contribute to the econony and to conbati ng poverty through both
renmunerated and unrenunerated work at home, in the community and in the

wor kpl ace. The enpowernent of wonen is a critical factor in the eradication of
poverty.

50. Wile poverty affects househol ds as a whol e, because of the gender division
of labour and responsibilities for household welfare, wonen bear a

di sproportionate burden, attenpting to manage househol d consunpti on and
producti on under conditions of increasing scarcity. Poverty is particularly
acute for wonen living in rural househol ds.



51. Wonen's poverty is directly related to the absence of econonic

opportuni ties and autonony, |ack of access to econonic resources, including
credit, |land ownership and inheritance, |ack of access to education and support
services and their mninmal participation in the decision-maki ng process.
Poverty can also force wonen into situations in which they are vulnerable to
sexual exploitation.

52. In too many countries, social welfare systens do not take sufficient
account of the specific conditions of wonen living in poverty, and there is a
tendency to scal e back the services provided by such systens. The risk of
falling into poverty is greater for wonen than for nen, particularly in old age,
where social security systens are based on the principle of continuous
renunerated enpl oynent. In some cases, wonen do not fulfil this requirenent
because of interruptions in their work, due to the unbal anced distribution of
renmuner at ed and unrenunerated work. Moreover, older wonen al so face greater
obstacles to | abour-market re-entry.

53. In many devel oped countries, where the | evel of general education and

prof essional training of women and nen are simlar and where systens of
protection agai nst discrimnation are available, in sone sectors the economc
transformati ons of the past decade have strongly increased either the

unenpl oyment of wonen or the precarious nature of their enploynent. The
proportion of women anmong the poor has consequently increased. In countries
with a high level of school enrolnment of girls, those who | eave the educati onal
systemthe earliest, without any qualification, are anong the nost vulnerable in
t he | abour market.

54. In countries with econonmies in transition and in other countries undergoi ng
fundanmental political, econom c and social transformations, these
transformati ons have often led to a reduction in wonen's incone or to wonen
bei ng deprived of incone.

55. Particularly in devel oping countries, the productive capacity of wonen
shoul d be increased through access to capital, resources, credit, |and,

technol ogy, information, technical assistance and training so as to raise their
i ncome and i nprove nutrition, education, health care and status within the
househol d. The rel ease of wonen's productive potential is pivotal to breaking
the cycle of poverty so that wonen can share fully in the benefits of

devel opnent and in the products of their own | abour

56. Sust ai nabl e devel opment and econonmic growh that is both sustained and
sust ai nabl e are possible only through inproving the economc, social, political
| egal and cultural status of wonen. Equitable social devel opment that

recogni zes enpowering the poor, particularly wonen, to utilize environnenta
resources sustainably is a necessary foundation for sustainable devel opment.

57. The success of policies and neasures ainmed at supporting or strengthening
the pronotion of gender equality and the inprovenent of the status of wonen
shoul d be based on the integration of the gender perspective in general policies
relating to all spheres of society as well as the inplenmentation of positive
measures with adequate institutional and financial support at all |evels.

F. Wdnen and the econony

150. There are considerable differences in wonen's and nen's access to and
opportunities to exert power over econom c structures in their societies. 1In
nost parts of the world, wonen are virtually absent fromor are poorly
represented i n econom ¢ deci si on-nmaki ng, including the formulation of financial



nmonet ary, comerci al and other economic policies, as well as tax systens and
rul es governing pay. Since it is often within the franework of such policies
that individual nmen and wonen nmake their decisions, inter alia, on how to divide
their tinme between remunerated and unrenunerated work, the actual devel opnent of
t hese econom c structures and policies has a direct inpact on wonen's and nen's
access to econonic resources, their econonm c power and consequently the extent
of equality between themat the individual and famly levels as well as in

soci ety as a whol e.

151. In many regi ons, wonmen's participation in renunerated work in the formal
and non-formal |abour market has increased significantly and has changed during
t he past decade. \While wonen continue to work in agriculture and fisheries,

t hey have al so becone increasingly involved in mcro, small and medi um si zed
enterprises and, in sone cases, have becone nore donmi nant in the expandi ng
informal sector. Due to, inter alia, difficult econom c situations and a |ack
of bargai ning power resulting fromgender inequality, many wonen have been
forced to accept | ow pay and poor working conditions and thus have often becone
preferred workers. On the other hand, wonen have entered the workforce

i ncreasingly by choi ce when they have become aware of and demanded their rights.
Sonme have succeeded in entering and advancing in the workplace and i nproving
their pay and working conditions. However, wonmen have been particularly
affected by the econom c situation and restructuring processes, which have
changed the nature of enploynent and, in sone cases, have led to a | oss of jobs,

even for professional and skilled wonen. |In addition, many wonen have entered
the informal sector owing to the | ack of other opportunities. Wnen's
participation and gender concerns are still largely absent from and shoul d be

integrated in the policy fornulation process of the nultilateral institutions
that define the terns and, in cooperation with Governnents, set the goals of
structural adjustnment programmes, |oans and grants.

152. Discrimnation in education and training, hiring and renuneration
promnotion and horizontal nobility practices, as well as inflexible working
conditions, lack of access to productive resources and i nadequate sharing of
famly responsibilities, conbined with a |lack of or insufficient services such
as child care, continue to restrict enpl oynment, econom c, professional and other
opportunities and nmobility for wonen and make their involvenent stressful

Mor eover, attitudi nal obstacles inhibit wonmen's participation in devel opi ng
econom c policy and in sone regions restrict the access of wonen and girls to
education and training for econom c managenent .

153. Wonen's share in the | abour force continues to rise and al nost everywhere
worren are working nore outside the household, although there has not been a
paral l el lightening of responsibility for unremunerated work in the househol d
and comunity. Wnen's incone is beconm ng increasingly necessary to househol ds
of all types. 1In sone regions, there has been a growh in wonen's
entrepreneurship and other self-reliant activities, particularly in the infornal
sector. In many countries, wonen are the majority of workers in non-standard
wor k, such as tenporary, casual, multiple part-time, contract and hone-based
enpl oynent .

154. Wonen migrant workers, including domestic workers, contribute to the
econony of the sending country through their remttances and also to the econony
of the receiving country through their participation in the |abour force.
However, in many receiving countries, mgrant wonmen experience higher |evels of
unenpl oynment conpared with both non-m grant workers and nmal e m grant workers.



155. Insufficient attention to gender analysis has neant that wonen's
contributions and concerns remain too often ignored in econom c structures, such
as financial markets and institutions, |abour narkets, econom cs as an academn c
di scipline, economic and social infrastructure, taxation and social security
systens, as well as in famlies and households. As a result, many policies and
programes may continue to contribute to inequalities between wonen and nen.
VWher e progress has been made in integrating gender perspectives, progranmre and
policy effectiveness has al so been enhanced.

156. Al though many women have advanced in econom c structures, for the majority
of women, particularly those who face additional barriers, continuing obstacles
have hindered their ability to achi eve econonic autonony and to ensure

sustai nabl e livelihoods for thensel ves and their dependants. Wonen are active
in a variety of econom c areas, which they often conbine, ranging from wage

| abour and subsi stence farnm ng and fishing to the informal sector. However,

| egal and custonary barriers to ownership of or access to |and, natura
resources, capital, credit, technol ogy and ot her neans of production, as well as
wage differentials, contribute to inpeding the econom c progress of wonen.

Wbrren contribute to devel opment not only through remunerated work but al so

t hrough a great deal of unremunerated work. On the one hand, wonen participate
in the production of goods and services for the market and househol d
consunption, in agriculture, food production or famly enterprises. Though
included in the United Nations System of National Accounts and therefore in

i nternational standards for |abour statistics, this unrenunerated work -
particularly that related to agriculture - is often underval ued and under-
recorded. On the other hand, women still also performthe great nmajority of

unr emuner at ed domestic work and community work, such as caring for children and
ol der persons, preparing food for the famly, protecting the environnment and
provi ding vol untary assi stance to vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged i ndi vi dual s and
groups. This work is often not nmeasured in quantitative ternms and i s not val ued
in national accounts. W nen's contribution to devel opnent is seriously
underestimated, and thus its social recognitionis limted. The full visibility
of the type, extent and distribution of this unrenmunerated work will also
contribute to a better sharing of responsibilities.

157. Al though some new enpl oynment opportunities have been created for wonmen as a
result of the globalization of the econony, there are also trends that have
exacerbated inequalities between wonen and nen. At the sane tine,

gl obal i zati on, including economc integration, can create pressures on the

enpl oyment situation of women to adjust to new circunstances and to find new
sources of enmploynment as patterns of trade change. Mre analysis needs to be
done of the inpact of globalization on wonen's econom c status.

158. These trends have been characterized by | ow wages, little or no | abour
standards protection, poor working conditions, particularly with regard to
worren' s occupational health and safety, low skill levels, and a |lack of job

security and social security, in both the formal and informal sectors. Wnen's
unenpl oynment is a serious and increasing problemin many countries and sectors.
Young workers in the informal and rural sectors and migrant feral e workers
remain the | east protected by |abour and immigration laws. Wnen, particularly
t hose who are heads of households with young children, are limted in their

enpl oyment opportunities for reasons that include inflexible working conditions
and i nadequate sharing, by nen and by society, of famly responsibilities.

159. In countries that are undergoing fundanmental political, econom c and soci al
transformati on, the skills of wonen, if better utilized, could constitute a
maj or contribution to the econonmic life of their respective countries. Their



i nput shoul d continue to be devel oped and supported and their potential further
realized.

160. Lack of enploynment in the private sector and reductions in public services
and public service jobs have affected wonen di sproportionately. In some countries
wonen take on nore unpaid work, such as the care of children and those who are
ill or elderly , conpensating for |ost household inconme, particularly when public
services are not available. In many cases enploynent creation strategies

have not paid sufficient attention to occupati ons and sectors where wonen

predom nate; nor have they adequately pronoted the access of wonen to those
occupations and sectors that are traditionally nale.

161. For those wonmen in paid work, many experience obstacles that prevent them
fromachieving their potential. Wile sone are increasingly found in | ower

| evel s of managenent, attitudinal discrimnation often prevents them from being
pronoted further. The experience of sexual harassnment is an affront to a
worker's dignity and prevents wonen from naking a contribution conmensurate with
their abilities. The lack of a famly-friendly work environment, including a

| ack of appropriate and affordable child care, and inflexible working hours
further prevent wonen from achieving their full potential

162. In the private sector, including transnational and national enterprises,
wonmen are | argely absent from managenent and policy |evels, denoting
discrimnatory hiring and pronotion policies and practices. The unfavourable
work environnent as well as the limted nunber of enploynent opportunities
avai |l abl e have | ed many wonen to seek alternatives. Wnen have increasingly
becone sel f-enpl oyed and owners and nmanagers of micro, small and nmedi um scal e
enterprises. The expansion of the informal sector, in many countries, and of

sel f-organi zed and i ndependent enterprises is in large part due to wonen, whose
col  aborative, self-help and traditional practices and initiatives in production
and trade represent a vital economc resource. Wen they gain access to and
control over capital, credit and other resources, technology and training, wonmen
can increase production, marketing and incone for sustainable devel opnent.

163. Taking into account the fact that continuing inequalities and noticeable
progress coexist, rethinking enploynent policies is necessary in order to
integrate the gender perspective and to draw attention to a w der range of
opportunities as well as to address any negative gender inplications of current
patterns of work and enploynent. To realize fully equality between wormen and
nen in their contribution to the econony, active efforts are required for equa
recogni tion and appreciation of the influence that the work, experience,

know edge and val ues of both wonmen and nmen have in society.

164. I n addressing the econom ¢ potential and i ndependence of wonen, Governnents
and other actors should pronbte an active and visible policy of mainstreanm ng a
gender perspective in all policies and programes so that before decisions are
taken, an analysis is nade of the effects on wonmen and nmen, respectively.
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