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Introduction
Farming Facts is published by the Agriculture Division of
Statistics Canada to illustrate the variety of information produced
by the organization for the agricultural community. This edition
highlights the results of the 1996 Census of Agriculture.  Readers
may address further inquiries to the Regional Reference Centre
nearest them at the locations listed on the inside back cover.

It is the policy of Statistics Canada to make available information
on the methods of collecting and producing statistics as well as
assessments and measures of quality for each statistical
program.  This information is usually published with the
associated catalogued publication.

Statistics Canada is an independent federal agency with a
mandate to collect information on all aspects of Canadian society.
Data are assembled in an unbiased manner and all survey
information is kept confidential.  Statistics are produced on an
aggregate basis so that individual responses cannot be identified.

The agricultural statistics program makes use of a variety of
personal interview, telephone and mail surveys.  The choice of
method for an individual survey depends on its nature and
complexity.

To keep respondent burden to a minimum, the Agriculture
Division cooperates with federal and provincial departments of
agriculture, provincial statistical agencies and other government
agencies to eliminate duplication of effort and exploit
administrative data sources wherever possible.

A catalogue of data products and services offered by the
Agriculture Division is availiable on request by calling
1 800 465-1991 or by FAX at 1 (613) 951-3868.
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Highlights
1996 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE
Characteristics of farm operations

There were 276,548 farms in Canada on May 14, 1996,
according to the Census of Agriculture.  The number of farms
has been declining over the past 55 years.  However, the decline
since the 1991 Census was the smallest ever between censuses.

While the overall numbers
were down, farms have been
getting bigger.  For example,
those with gross farm
receipts of $100,000 or more
accounted for 30.2% of all
farms in 1996, double the
proportion in 1981.

The livestock herd increased
in the East, but gains in
Western Canada were even
stronger.  Farmers diversified
their crops in response to
export markets and a
broader range of consumer
demands.

The proportion of farms in Canada on which operators used
computers to help manage the business has increased at a
rapid pace.  It doubled since 1991, and was about eight times
higher than in 1986.



3Farming Facts 1997, Statistics Canada, Catalogue no. 21-522-XPE

Number of Census Farms
On May 14, 1996, the day of the Census of Agriculture, there
were 276,548 farms in Canada that met the Census definition.
This included 1,593 farms producing only Christmas trees, which
were covered for the first time in 1996. A census farm is an
agricultural operation that produces an agricultural product
intended for sale. 

When farms producing only Christmas trees were excluded from
the total (for purposes of comparison with previous censuses),
the number of farms was 274,955, a 1.8% decrease since 1991.
This decline was the smallest between censuses since the peak of
732,832 in 1941.

The provinces which gained farms since the 1991 Census were
British Columbia (+12.6%), Alberta (+3.0%), Nova Scotia (+1.0%)
and Newfoundland (+0.8%). Ontario reported the most farms,
followed by Alberta and Saskatchewan.
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Fewer in number, but they’re getting bigger

While overall numbers of farms have been declining, the size of
farms in terms of gross sales has been increasing. (To make
comparisons with previous Censuses of Agriculture more

accurate, all 1996 farm number figures
exclude those farms that produced only
Christmas trees.)

Nationally between 1991 and 1996, the
number of farms with gross receipts of
$100,000 or more (constant 1995 dollars)
increased 10.9% to 83,090. These larger
farms increased in number in all
provinces except Newfoundland and New
Brunswick. Saskatchewan had the highest
percentage increase at 30.6%, reflecting
strong crop prices in 1995.

These larger farms also made up a
growing proportion of all farms in
Canada. Farms with gross farm receipts

of $100,000 or more accounted for 30.2% of all farms in 1996,
double the level of 15.3% reported in 1981 (constant
1995 dollars).

In Quebec, farms reporting at least $100,000 in gross farm sales
accounted for 38.9% of the total, the highest proportion in any
province in 1996. Prince Edward Island was close behind with
35.0%. British Columbia had
the lowest proportion of larger
farms (15.7%).



5Farming Facts 1997, Statistics Canada, Catalogue no. 21-522-XPE

Rate of decline in farm numbers has slowed

The number of farms in Canada has declined steadily since the
1940s but the rate of decline has slowed. A 1.8% decrease
between 1991 and 1996, for example, contrasts with the drop of
4.5% between 1986 and 1991.

Five provinces — Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island — experienced smaller declines
between 1991 and 1996 than during the previous intercensal
period. The most notable deceleration took place in Prince
Edward Island, where the decline of 6.8% since 1991 was
substantially smaller than the 16.7% loss between 1986 and
1991.  British Columbia, Alberta, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
all gained farms since 1991 and contributed to slowing the
national rate of decline in numbers of farms.
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Crops
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Tillage Practices Used to
Prepare Land for Seeding

Almost 71 million acres of land were prepared for seeding in
Canada in 1996.  Conventional tillage methods were used on 53%
of that area, this can be compared to 69% in 1991.  Minimum
tillage practices were used on 31% of the land prepared for
seeding in Canada, up from 24% in 1991.  The big success story
was the increase in the number of acres planted using no tillage.
Acres planted this way increased from under 5 million acres in
1991 to over 11 million acres in 1996.

With the risk of soil erosion by wind greater in the flat, wide open
and often dry Prairies, one would assume that these farmers
adopt conservation practices to a greater degree than their
eastern counterparts.  While this was true in the past, the
economic benefits of reduced tillage are making it popular all

across Canada.  In
fact, Ontario had
18% of its seeded
land being
prepared using no
tillage, second only
to Saskatchewan
at 22%.
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Livestock
Exports drove big
jumps in red meat
sector

Strong export markets drove
big increases in the red meat
sector between 1991 and
1996, as domestic demand
was relatively flat.

According to the 1996 Census
of Agriculture, there were 4.7
million beef cows in Canada, a
22.3% increase since the 1991
Census. Beef cow numbers
rose in every province between
1991 and 1996; however, the
West experienced higher
growth (+23.4%) than the
East (+16.3%). Western
Canada accounted for 84.1% of
the national total, an increase
from 82.7% in 1986.
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More bison, elk, goats on the hoof

Many non-traditional livestock species have increased on farms
since the last census, while data on some species are available
for the first time from the 1996 Census of Agriculture. Much of
the growth resulted from consumer interest in a wide variety of
foods, often through the hotel and restaurant trade.

There were 125,819 goats in 1996, up 42.8% since 1991. Ontario
accounted for more than one-third (36.0%) of all goats, with
Alberta accounting for another one-quarter (26.2%). Goat milk
provides an alternative to cow milk for people with lactose-
related milk allergies. The Canadian market for goat meat has
also expanded.
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The number of bison almost tripled to 45,437 in 1996 from
15,775 in 1991. The West accounted for 89.5% of the 1996 total,
with Alberta having the largest provincial bison herd at 22,782.

In addition, Canadian farms had 69,883 deer and elk in 1996.
Four provinces accounted for 86.6% of these animals — British
Columbia (27.9%), Ontario (22.5%), Saskatchewan (20.9%) and
Alberta (15.3%).

Deer and elk are raised for meat, hides and velvet. The most
valuable product from these animals is the velvet from their
antlers, most of which is exported. Asian cultures have long used
velvet products, believing that their use maintains strength,
energy and general good health. It is often eaten as a delicacy,
brewed in teas and included in health products.

Though not raised particularly for meat, llamas and their close
cousins, alpacas, are being used for a number of purposes,
including fibre production, guarding sheep from predators and as
companion animals. There were 8,669 llamas on Canadian farms
in 1996, more than four times the total of 2,028 in 1991. Western
farms had the majority of llamas (84.9%).
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Computer Technology
Use in farm management almost doubled

As farm operations become larger and more specialized,
computer technology becomes a valuable tool for making
production decisions.

In 1996, 21.2% of all farms in Canada had a personal computer
used for farm management, compared with 11.0% in 1991 and
2.7% in 1986. It should be noted that computers which were in
farm households, but were not used for farm management
applications are not included in the Census of Agriculture figures.

Rural residents, including farmers, often face challenges in
accessing computer technology in part because of inadequate
phone lines in some areas. However, improvements are being
made. In November 1996, the last “party line” in Manitoba was
converted to a private telephone line. Party lines have also been
eliminated in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Other provinces are
systematically replacing shared telephone lines and converting
to touch-tone service. Computer use may also expand as
alternatives are found to urban-based Internet providers, and
the associated long-distance charges are reduced.
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Computer use varied by province, farm type,
and farm size

Almost one quarter (23.6%) of farms in British Columbia had a
computer in 1996, the highest of any province. Only two others
— Alberta (22.9%) and Quebec (22.1%) — were above the
national average.

Operators of larger farms more often had a computer for farm
management. In 1996, 58.2% of farms reporting $500,000 or
more (constant 1995 dollars) in gross farm receipts had a
computer, up from 42.1% in 1991 and 18.3% in 1986. The relative
complexity of management for these large farms is one factor in
explaining this situation.
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Assets and Liabilities

Current and Long-Term Assets and Liabilities

Current and long-term assets increased
steadily between 1991 and 1995.

Current assets made up 14% of total
assets in 1995.

Long term assets increased at a greater
rate than current assets.

Current and long term liabilities
fluctuated between 1991 and 1995,
being lower in 1993 before rising
in 1995.

Current liabilities made up 16% of total
liabilities in 1995.

Both current and long term liabilities
have remained fairly constant
since 1991.

Average Assets, Liabilities and
Net Worth, by Region, Canada

Net worth and assets have increased
steadily on Canadian farms since 1991.

B.C. had the highest average assets and
net worth in 1995, followed by Alberta
and Ontario.

Saskatchewan had the lowest average
liabilities in 1995.
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Average Assets, Liabilities and Net Worth, by
Farm Type, Canada

Except for beef operations, average asset levels for the major
farm types were higher in 1995 compared to 1993.

Between 1993 and 1995, the largest increase in average assets
was for hog farms which rose 26% to $776,265.

Average liabilities increased across most farm types from 1993
to 1995. The increases ranged from 27% (to $184,324) for hog
farms to 3% (to $56,725) for beef operations. In all cases the
increases were due to higher levels of long-term debt.
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Average net worth for all farm types (except beef) increased in
1995, since higher asset values more than compensated for
higher levels of debt per farm.

Average Assets, Liabilities and Net Worth,
by Revenue Class, Canada

In 1995, asset values per farm were up for all revenue classes
when compared to 1993. Over the two-year time period, farms
with $250,000 and more of revenue reported the largest
increase in average assets.

Average liabilities were also higher for most revenue groups
between 1993 and 1995.  Slight declines in debt were reported
for operations with revenues of $250,000 and more and
$50,000 to $99,999.

Compared to 1993, the highest revenue group reported a 4%
increase in average net worth in 1995.  Among the remaining
revenue classes, average levels of net worth varied from
$687,713 for operations with $100,000 to $249,999 in revenue
to $258,631 for farms with $2,000 to $24,999 in revenue.
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Average Net Farm Machinery and Equipment
Investments by Major Farm Type, Canada

Average net investments in farm machinery increased
considerably from $8,734 in 1991 to $12,398 in 1993, and
increased again by almost $1,000 to $13,221 in 1995.

The 1995 increase was mainly accounted for by an average
$4,000 increase in investments by grain and oilseed farms.
Hog and poultry farms also showed an increase of about
$1,000 each.

Dairy, beef and fruit and vegetable farms showed some
decrease in 1995.
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Data in many forms

Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of forms. In addition to
publications, both standard and special tabulations are offered. Data are
available on the Internet, compact disc, diskette, computer printouts, microfiche
and microfilm, and magnetic tape. Maps and other geographic reference
materials are available for some types of data. Direct online access to
aggregated information is possible through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s
machine-readable database and retrieval system.

How to obtain more information

Inquiries about this publication and related statistics or services should be
directed to: Agriculture Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6
(telephone: 1 800 465-1991) or to the Statistics Canada Regional Reference
Centre in:

Halifax (902) 426-5331 Regina (306) 780-5405
Montréal (514) 283-5725 Edmonton (403) 495-3027
Ottawa (613) 951-8116 Calgary (403) 292-6717
Toronto (416) 973-6586 Vancouver (604) 666-3691
Winnipeg (204) 983-4020

You can also visit our World Wide Web site:
http://www.statcan.ca

Toll-free access is provided for all users who reside outside the local dialling
area of any of the Regional Reference Centres.

National enquiries line 1 800 263-1136
National telecommunications

device for the hearing impaired 1 800 363-7629
Order-only line

(Canada and United States) 1 800 267-6677

Ordering/Subscription information

Please send orders to Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division,
Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6 or
by dialling (613) 951-7277 or 1 800 700-1033, by fax (613) 951-1584 or
1 800 889-9734 or by Internet: order@statcan.ca. For change of address,
please provide both old and new addresses. Statistics Canada publications may
also be purchased from authorized agents, bookstores and local Statistics
Canada offices.

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and
courteous manner and in the official language of their choice. To this end, the
agency has developed standards of service which its employees observe in
serving its clients. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact
your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre.


