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This report contains the first estimate of potato area for 2003. 
 

Highlights  

Demand for processing potatoes continues to push Canadian potato area higher.  Preliminary 2003 
potato area is estimated to be 448,500 acres (181 500 hectares), up 3.2% from the previous year’s 
estimate of 434,400 acres (175 900 hectares).  Again, Manitoba led the increase up 10.6% to 94,000 
acres (38 000 hectares).  Alberta is up 4.8% to 65,000 acres (26 300 hectares).  Prince Edward Island 
showed the largest decrease, down 2.8% to 106,000 acres (42 900 hectares). 
 

Release schedule  

This publication is now available on the day of release, free of charge, from Statistics Canada’s web site 
at www.statcan.ca.  The release dates for the upcoming crop season are as follows: 
 

November 21, 2003 
January 16, 2004 
 

The Canadian Potato Production bulletin is released three times a year in January, July and November.   
 

Methodology  

The preliminary potato area estimate for the current year is based upon data from sample surveys or 
consultation with provincial vegetable or potato specialists. 
 

Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia  and New Brunswick - The Potato Area 
Survey, a probability telephone survey conducted in June, is the primary source of survey information. 
Results from the June Atlantic Survey and the Fruit and Vegetable Area Survey are also incorporated into 
the estimate. 
 

Quebec, Ontario and Alberta – The estimates for these provinces are provided by their provincial 
departments of agriculture. 
 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia - The preliminary area estimate is provided by the Fruit 
and Vegetable Area Survey and the June Crop Survey. Both surveys are probability area surveys. 
 

For further information on concepts, methods, and data quality, see the November release of the 
Canadian Potato Production Bulletin. 
 

Vol. 1, no. 1



Canadian potato production 2 July 2003, vol. 1, no. 1

Acres Hectares Acres Hectares
Hundredweights per 

acre
Tonnes per 

hectare Hundredweights Tonnes

Potato production, Canada and provinces, 2002
Canada 434,400 175,900 420,300 170,200 243.7 27.3 102,416,000 4,645,600
Newfoundland and Labrador 700 300 700 300 164.3 17.3 115,000 5,200
Prince Edward Island 109,000 44,100 107,000 43,300 270.0 30.3 28,890,000 1,310,500
Nova Scotia 5,500 2,200 5,500 2,200 220.0 25.0 1,210,000 54,900
New Brunswick 58,000 23,500 58,000 23,500 270.0 30.2 15,660,000 710,300
Quebec 48,700 19,700 47,400 19,200 206.6 23.1 9,795,000 444,300
Ontario 43,700 17,700 41,700 16,900 167.0 18.7 6,964,000 315,900
Manitoba 85,000 34,400 83,000 33,600 220.0 24.7 18,260,000 828,300
Saskatchewan 13,000 5,300 12,500 5,100 270.0 30.0 3,375,000 153,100
Alberta 62,000 25,100 55,800 22,600 280.0 31.4 15,624,000 708,700
British Columbia 8,800 3,600 8,700 3,500 290.0 32.7 2,523,000 114,400

Potato production, Canada and provinces, 2003
Canada 448,500 181,500 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Newfoundland and Labrador 700 300 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Prince Edward Island 106,000 42,900 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Nova Scotia 5,300 2,100 .. .. .. .. .. ..
New Brunswick 59,000 23,900 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Quebec 50,400 20,400 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ontario 44,900 18,200 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Manitoba 94,000 38,000 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Saskatchewan 14,000 5,700 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Alberta 65,000 26,300 .. .. .. .. .. ..
British Columbia 9,200 3,700 .. .. .. .. .. ..
.. Not available for a specific reference period.

Area planted Area harvested Yield Total production
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Conversion factors: 
 
The following metric conversion factors are used in this publication: 

 
Area:  1 acre = 0.40469 hectare 
Production:  1 cwt = 0.04536 tonne 
 
Data confidentiality 
 
Data confidentiality is ensured under the Statistics Act, which prohibits the divulging of individual or 
aggregated data where individuals or businesses might be identified. 
 
Standards of service 
 
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner and 
in the official language of their choice. To this end, the Agency has developed standards of service 
which its employees observe in serving its clients. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please 
contact Statistics Canada toll free at 1 800 263-1136. 
 
Note of appreciation 
 
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long standing co-operation between Statistics 
Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other institutions.  Accurate and timely 
statistical information could not be produced without their continued co-operation and goodwill. 
 
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. 
 
©  Minister of Industry, 2003. 
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without prior written permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada, K1A 0T6 
 
Cette publication est maintenant disponible en français (Numéro 22-008-XIF au catalogue). 
 
How to obtain more information 
 
Inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be directed to Client Services, 
Agriculture Division, Statistics Canada at 1-800-465-1991 or by email: agriculture@statcan.ca. 
 
You can also visit our World Wide Web site: http://www.statcan.ca 
 
Toll-free access is provided for all users who reside outside the local dialling area of any of the Regional 
Reference Centres. 
 
National Enquiries Line (Canada and United States) 1 800 263 1136 
National Telecommunications Device for the Hearing Impaired 1 800 363 7629 
Order Only Line (Canada and United States) 1 800 267 6677 
Fax Order Line (Canada and United States) 1 877 287 4369 
Email inquiries infostats@statscan.ca 
 
This publication was prepared under the direction of: 
Mark Elward, Chief, Livestock Section, Ottawa 
Barb McLaughlin, Truro,  Nova Scotia 
Bernadette Alain, Truro, Nova Scotia 
 




