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Highlights 
 
Total frozen and chilled red meat in cold storage at the opening of the first business day of April 
amounted to 86 824 metric tonnes, virtually unchanged from 86 577 tonnes in March and up 5% from 
82 453 tonnes in April 2002.  The graph below depicts the monthly stocks of all frozen and chilled red 
meat from January 1990 to April 2003. 
 

Monthly stocks of frozen and chilled meats, Canada
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Methodology 
 
This bulletin presents data on stocks of frozen and chilled meats at the wholesale level obtained from a 
monthly census of known cold storage establishments registered with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency. Included are such facilities as meat packers, wholesale butchers, abattoirs, and central 
warehouses of large retail grocery stores. Data not received in time for publication for the current month 
are estimated through imputation until such time as actual data are available. Therefore, current month 
data are preliminary and subject to revision.  
 
For more details on concepts and methodology, please contact Client Services, Agriculture Division, 
Statistics Canada, at 1-800-465-1991 or by email: agriculture@statcan.ca. 
 
Catalogue number 23-009-XIE is a monthly publication available free on the Internet at :  
http://www.statcan.ca. 
 



Stocks of frozen and chilled meats

Table 1.  Stocks of frozen and chilled 
meats in cold storage, tonnes - Canada April 01, 2002 March 01, 2003 April 01, 2003p % Change to 

previous month
% Change to 
previous year

Pork :
Hams 4 996 4 869 4 196 -14% -16%
Loins 2 919 3 402 3 544 4% 21%
Bellies 1 402 1 282 1 228 -4% -12%
Butts 2 415 3 328 3 364 1% 39%
Picnics 2 898 3 220 2 999 -7% 3%
Ribs 3 858 6 375 6 653 4% 72%
Backs and shoulders 2 690 4 114 4 189 2% 56%
Trimmings 9 339 7 941 7 834 -1% -16%
Unclassified 12 861 13 252 14 214 7% 11%
Total pork 43 377 47 782 48 220 1% 11%

Beef :
Beef, bone-in 2 645 2 579 2 338 -9% -12%
Beef, boneless 24 047 21 655 20 532 -5% -15%
Total beef 26 691 24 234 22 870 -6% -14%

Veal :
Veal, bone-in  335  635  359 -43% 7%
Veal, boneless  470  482  608 26% 29%
Total veal  805 1 117  967 -13% 20%

Mutton & lamb :
Total mutton and lamb 1 750 1 283 1 644 28% -6%

Fancy meats :
Pork fancy meats 6 339 7 474 7 996 7% 26%
Beef fancy meats 3 192 4 282 4 702 10% 47%
Veal fancy meats  104  281  241 -14% 132%
Lamb fancy meats  197  123  183 49% -7%
Total fancy meats 9 830 12 160 13 123 8% 33%

Total red meat 82 453 86 577 86 824 0% 5%
Total poultry 62 119 54 754 .. .. ..

Table 2.  Stocks of frozen and chilled 
imported meats, tonnes - Canada April 01, 2002 March 01, 2003 April 01, 2003p % Change to 

previous month
% Change to 
previous year

Beef, bone-in  214  336  462 38% 116%
Beef, boneless 10 845 10 137 10 122 0% -7%
Veal  140  214  143 -33% 2%
Mutton  48  49  46 -6% -4%
Lamb 1 658 1 198 1 559 30% -6%

Total 12 906 11 934 12 331 3% -4%

Table 3. Tonnes of frozen and chilled 
meats in cold storage - by province Pork Beef Veal                 Mutton & Lamb Fancy meats Total

April 01, 2003p
Atlantic provinces  599 1 358 x x  147 2 107
Quebec 14 346 3 897  567  234 2 685 21 728
Ontario x 7 921  332 x 2 153 25 082
Manitoba x  182  0  0 x x
Saskatchewan 1 943 x  0  0 x 2 826
Alberta 7 473 x  28 x 6 177 21 159
British Columbia 1 099 1 948 x  309  371 x

p = preliminary; x = suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements of the Statistics Act
Note: Due to rounding, totals may not add
.. = figures not available
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Standards of service 
 
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner and in the 
official language of their choice.  To this end, the agency has developed standards of service which its 
employees observe in serving its clients.  To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact 
your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. 
 
 
 
Note of appreciation 
 
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long standing co-operation between Statistics 
Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other institutions.  Accurate and timely 
statistical information could not be produced without their continued co-operation and goodwill. 
 
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. 
 
©  Minister of Industry, 2003. 
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without prior written permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada, K1A 0T6 
 
Cette publication est maintenant disponible en français (Numéro 23-009-XIF au catalogue). 
 
 
 
How to obtain more information 
 
Inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be directed to Client Services, 
Agriculture Division, Statistics Canada at 1-800-465-1991 or by email: agriculture@statcan.ca. 
 
You can also visit our World Wide Web site: http://www.statcan.ca 
 
Toll-free access is provided for all users who reside outside the local dialling area of any of the Regional 
Reference Centres. 
 
National Enquiries Line (Canada and United States) 1 800 263 1136 
National Telecommunications Device for the Hearing Impaired 1 800 363 7629 
Order Only Line (Canada and United States) 1 800 267 6677 
Fax Order Line (Canada and United States) 1 877 287 4369 
E-mail inquiries infostats@statscan.ca 
 
This publication was prepared under the direction of: 
 
 Mark Elward,  
 Chief of Livestock Section, Ottawa 
 
 Barbara McLaughlin 
 Truro, Nova Scotia 
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