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Note to data users: Due to a change in operational requirements, Statistics Canada will move from 
collecting and releasing the Stocks of Frozen and Chilled Meat monthly, to quarterly, starting on April 
1st. 2006.  If you require more information please contact Barbara McLaughlin at 902 893-7251 or at 
barbara.mclaughlin@statcan.ca. 

 
Highlights 
Total frozen and chilled red meat in cold storage at the opening of the first business day of April 2006 
amounted to 95 040 metric tonnes, down 2% from 96 773 tonnes in January 2006 and up 3% from 
92 706 tonnes in April 2005.  Stocks of frozen poultry meat in cold storage on April 1st 2006 totalled 
64 204 metric tonnes, up 22% from a year ago. The graph below depicts the monthly stocks of all frozen 
and chilled red meat from January 1990 to April 2006. 
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Methodology 
 
This bulletin presents data on stocks of frozen and chilled meats at the wholesale level obtained from a 
quarterly census of known cold storage establishments registered with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency. Included are such facilities as meat packers, wholesale butchers, abattoirs, and central 
warehouses of large retail grocery stores. Data not received in time for publication for the current period 
are estimated through imputation until such time as actual data are available. Therefore, current quarterly 
data are preliminary and subject to revision.  
 
For more details on concepts and methodology, please contact Client Services, Agriculture Division, 
Statistics Canada, at 1-800-465-1991 or by email: agriculture@statcan.ca. 
 
This product, catalogue no. 23-009-XIE is available for free in electronic format.  To obtain a single issue, 
visit our website at www.statcan.ca and select Our Products and Services. 
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Table 1.  Stocks of frozen and chilled 
meats in cold storage - Canada

April 1, 2005 January 1, 2006 April 1, 2006
% Change to 

previous 
quarter

% Change to 
previous year

tonnes tonnes tonnes
Pork :

Hams 8 438 6 795 6 915 2% -18%
Loins 4 559 4 699 4 337 -8% -5%
Bellies 1 497 1 565  740 -53% -51%
Butts 1 849 1 681 1 552 -8% -16%
Picnics 2 328 3 766 3 196 -15% 37%
Ribs 4 947 5 765 4 618 -20% -7%
Backs and shoulders 2 807 3 288 2 622 -20% -7%
Trimmings 7 889 8 880 9 077 2% 15%
Unclassified 11 768 15 558 13 539 -13% 15%

Total pork 46 082 51 997 46 594 -10% 1%
Beef :

Beef, bone-in 4 733 3 508 4 506 28% -5%
Beef, boneless 27 830 25 208 28 595 13% 3%

Total beef 32 563 28 716 33 101 15% 2%
Veal :

Veal, bone-in  264  381  342 -10% 30%
Veal, boneless  896  952  775 -19% -14%

Total veal 1 160 1 334 1 116 -16% -4%

Mutton & lamb : 1 820 1 960 2 189 12% 20%
Fancy meats :

Pork fancy meats 6 317 9 274 8 691 -6% 38%
Beef fancy meats 4 412 3 209 2 838 -12% -36%
Veal fancy meats  216  131  200 53% -7%
Lamb fancy meats  136  151  311 106% 129%

Total fancy meats 11 081 12 766 12 040 -6% 9%

Total red meat 92 706 96 773 95 040 -2% 3%
Poultry

Chicken and fowl 32 820 39 618 39 861 1% 21%
Turkey 14 427 12 411 18 737 51% 30%
Other poultry 5 341 4 566 5 607 23% 5%

Total poultry 52 588 56 595 64 204 13% 22%

Table 2.  Stocks of frozen and chilled 
imported meats - Canada

April 1, 2005 January 1, 2006 April 1, 2006
% Change to 

previous 
quarter

% Change to 
previous year

tonnes tonnes tonnes

Beef, bone-in  748  566  886 57% 18%
Beef, boneless 8 055 7 471 7 466 0% -7%
Veal  249  337  322 -4% 29%
Mutton  240  138  275 99% 15%
Lamb 1 487 1 666 1 743 5% 17%

Total 10 780 10 178 10 690 5% -1%

Table 3. Frozen and chilled meats in 
cold storage - by province

Pork Beef Veal Mutton & lamb Fancy meats Total

tonnes tonnes tonnes tonnes tonnes tonnes
April 1, 2006

Atlantic provinces  623 1 357 x x  29 2 013
Quebec 13 739 6 118  767  307 1 346 22 277
Ontario 8 560 7 928  242 1 056 1 754 19 539
Manitoba x x x x x 9 584
Saskatchewan x x  0 x x 2 313
Alberta 11 106 14 241  45  105 7 842 33 340
British Columbia 2 192 2 736 x x  270 5 975

x = suppressed to meet the confidentiality requirements of the Statistics Act
Note: Due to rounding, totals may not add
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Standards of service 
 
Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner and in the 
official language of their choice. To this end, the Agency has developed standards of service which its 
employees observe in serving its clients. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact 
Statistics Canada toll free at 1 800 263-1136.  The service standards are also published on 
www.statcan.ca under About Statistics Canada > Providing services to Canadians. 
 
 
Note of appreciation 
 
Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long standing partnership between Statistics 
Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other institutions.  Accurate and timely 
statistical information could not be produced without their continued cooperation and goodwill. 
 
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. 
 
©  Minister of Industry, 2006. 
 
All rights reserved. The content of this electronic publication may be reproduced, in whole or 
in part, and by any means, without further permission from Statistics Canada, subject to the 
following conditions: that it be done solely for the purposes of private study, research, 
criticism, review or newspaper summary, and/or for non-commercial purposes; and that 
Statistics Canada be fully acknowledged as follows: Source (or “Adapted from”, if 
appropriate): Statistics Canada, year of publication, name of product, catalogue number, 
volume and issue numbers, reference period and page(s). Otherwise, no part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, by 
any means—electronic, mechanical or photocopy—or for any purposes without prior written 
permission of Licensing Services, Client Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada K1A 0T6. 
 
Cette publication est disponible en français (Numéro 23-009-XIF au catalogue). 
 
 
 
How to obtain more information 
 
Specific inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be directed to: Client 
Services Unit, Agriculture Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.  (telephone: 1 800 465-
1991 or by e-mail: agriculture@statcan.ca.) 
 
For information on the wide range of data available from Statistics Canada, you can contact us by calling 
one of our toll-free numbers.  You can also contact us by e-mail or by visiting our website. 
 
National inquiries line 1 800 263 1136 
National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1 800 363 7629 
Depository Services Program inquiries 1 800 700 1033 
Fax Line for Depository Services Program 1 800 889 9734 
E-mail inquiries infostats@statcan.ca 
Website www.statcan.ca 
 
This publication was prepared under the direction of: 
 
 Mark Elward, Chief of Livestock Section, Ottawa 
 Barbara McLaughlin, Truro, Nova Scotia 
 


