
Sahtu Self-Government Negotiations 

Where are community self-government 
agreements in the Sahtu?
Déline
Déline was the first Sahtu community to 
pursue a self-government agreement, beginning 
negotiations in 1996. The residents of Déline will 
have greater control over decisions made for their 
community and a final agreement will see that 
they will have practical tools and opportunities to 
strengthen their social and economic well-being. 

Negotiations are now well underway toward a 
Final Agreement. Working groups are completing 
finance and implementation agreements, thus 
moving towards the conclusion of the agreement. 

Norman Wells
Negotiation of a Norman Wells Métis 
Government commenced with the Norman 
Wells Land Corporation (formerly the Ernie 
McDonald Land Corporation) in the fall of 2005. 
A completed Framework Agreement was initialled 
by all Parties in January 2006 and was approved 
by the Government of the Northwest Territories in 
the spring of 2006. 

Negotiation of a self-government agreement in 
Norman Wells will lead to a governance system 
that addresses the needs of all residents. The 
Government of Canada is committed to working 
with the Government of the Northwest Territories 
and the Norman Wells Land Corporation to 
negotiate the Framework Agreement. 

Tulita 
Self-government negotiations between Tulita, the 
Government of Canada, and the Government 
of the Northwest Territories began in 2003. To 
ensure one voice for negotiations in Tulita, the 
Land Corporations, the Tulita Dene Band, and 
Métis Local have formed a Society incorporated 
under the Societies Act called the “Tulita Yamoria 
Committee Secretariat”. 

Agreement-in-Principle negotiations have been 
underway for three years. With significant 
progress made towards the Agreement-in-
Principle, a Final Agreement is expected to be 
completed within four years.

Fort Good Hope and Colville Lake
Both communities have now formally requested 
to begin negation of self-government and these 
processes are being initiated.
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Plain Facts on Land and Self-government is produced by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
in the NWT to help northerners understand these concepts, how they work, and what they 
mean in our day-to-day lives. It is not a legal document.

Published under the authority of the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and 
Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians. Ottawa, 2007. www.ainc-inac.gc.ca 
1-800-567-9604 TTY only 1-866-553-0554.
Print version: QS-Y280-000-EE-A1 Catalogue: R34-9E
Electronic version: QS-Y280-000-EE-A1 Catalogue: R34-9E-PDF
© Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada
Cette publication est aussi disponible en français sous le titre : T.N.-O. Faits au point Territoire 
et autonomie gouvernementale

For more information:
For more Plain Facts on land and self-government in the NWT, visit 
the website at www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/nt/pt

For general information on INAC policies, programs and services, visit 
the department's website at www.ainc-inac.gc.ca

To contact us:
Communications, Marketing and Consultation 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, NWT Region 
P.O. Box 1500, Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2R3 
Phone: (867) 669-2576 Fax: (867) 669-2715

The Sahtu Comprehensive 
Land Claim Agreement 
included a promise by the 
Government of Canada to 
negotiate community self-
government agreements 
with the five communities 
of Sahtu Dene and Metis. 
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