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Introduction

To facilitate an earlier release of Tuberculosis in Canada, 2007, the following five tables have
been extracted from the Canadian Tuberculosis Reporting System (CTBRS) for the year 2007.
Data included in this pre-release report should be considered provisional until publication of
the full report, Tuberculosis in Canada 2007.

Highlights

In total, 1,547 new active and re-treatment tuberculosis (TB) cases (a rate of 4.7 per 100,000
population) were reported to the CTBRS in 2007. Both the number of cases reported and the
case rate decreased; this represents a 6.3% and 7.2% decrease, respectively, compared with
2006. The TB case rate in 2007 was the lowest recorded since data collection began in Canada.

The three most populous provinces (British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec) which collectively
made up 75% of Canada’s population in 2007, accounted for 75% of the total number of
reported cases. The highest rate, 99.6 per 100,000 population was reported in Nunavut. For
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia the rate was less than 1 per 100,000 population. For Prince
Edward Island, no TB cases were reported (Table 1).

Individuals between the ages of 35 and 44 years made up the largest number of reported cases,
accounting for 18% of the total. The corresponding case rate of 5.6 per 100 000 for this age
group, however, was surpassed by the age-specific rates of 6.4 and 10.1 per 100,000 for those
in the older age groups of 65 to 74 years, and greater than 74 years, respectively (Table 2).

In 2007, foreign-born individuals accounted for 66% of all reported TB cases in Canada.
Canadian-born non-Aboriginal and Canadian-born Aboriginal cases made up 11% and
20%, respectively (Table 3). However, the TB rate in the Canadian-born Aboriginal group
continues to be the highest of the three groups, approximately five times the overall Canadian
rate.

Pulmonary TB, defined as tuberculosis of the lungs and conducting airways, was the most
frequently reported main diagnostic site, representing 65% of all reported cases in 2007
(Table 4). There were a total of 62 cases of primary TB with 77% of these reported in the
Canadian-born Aboriginal population. Of the 202 peripheral lymph node TB cases, 87% were
diagnosed in the foreign-born cases (Table 5).
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