Component of Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 89-634-X 2008002
Métis Children

articte

Métis Children Under Six Years Old

November 2008

I*I Statistics ~ Statistique
Canada Canada



Aboriginal Children’s Survey, 2006 Aussi disponible en frangais
O Niéti - 1
Metis Children No.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 89-634-X ISSN: 1918-4964

The Aboriginal Children’s Survey (ACS) provides an extensive set
of data about Aboriginal (Métis, Inuit, and off-reserve First Nations)

children under six years of age in urban, rural, and northern locations The survey was developed by Statistics Canada and

across Canada. The Aboriginal Children’s Survey was designed to Aboriginal advisors from across the country and was
provide a picture of the early development of Aboriginal children and the conducted jointly with Human Resources
social and living conditions in which they are learning and growing. and Social Development Canada.

Métis Children Under Six Years Old

This fact sheet provides information on the families and communities of Métis children under six years old, as reported in
the Aboriginal Children’s Survey and the Census in 2006.

In 2006, the Census enumerated about 35,000 Métis children under the age of six.

The majority of young Métis children were in the provinces of Alberta (25%), Manitoba (21%), Ontario (15%),

Saskatchewan (15%), and British Columbia (14%).

In 2006, 27% of young Métis children were living in rural areas compared to 18% of non-Aboriginal children. The
remaining 73% of Métis children were living in urban areas.
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Many Métis children received focused attention from extended family at least once a week: 69% from grandparents, 51%
from aunts and uncles, 40% from cousins and 24% from Elders.

According to the 2006 Census, 32% of young Métis children were living in families with 3 or more children, compared to 25%
of non-Aboriginal children. Métis children in rural areas were more likely to live in families with 3 or more children than Métis
children in urban areas (39% versus 30%).

In 2006, 30% of Métis children were living in lone parent households compared to 13% of non-Aboriginal children. Métis
children living in urban areas were more likely than those in rural areas to live with a lone parent (33% versus 22%).

Métis children are being raised by younger parents than non-Aboriginal children. According to the 2006 Census, 22% of
Métis children under six years old had mothers between the ages of 15 and 24; this is compared to 8% of non-Aboriginal
children.

Socio-economic status Chart 2
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The majority of Métis children (93%) had parents or guardians who reported that they were ‘very satisfied’ or ‘satisfied’ with
their support network (support from family, friends, or others).
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Feelings about community

The 2006 Aboriginal Children’s Survey found that parents or guardians of Métis children were generally satisfied with many
aspects of their community as a place to raise children. About six in ten Métis children lived in a community rated by their
parent or guardian as ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’ in terms of ‘good schools, nursery schools and early childhood education
programs’ (60%); ‘adequate facilities for children for example, community centres, rinks, gyms, parks’ (55%); and being ‘a
safe community’ (55%).

By comparison, 16% of young Métis children lived in a community rated as ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’ in terms of being a place
with Aboriginal cultural activities. About half (51%) lived in communities rated as ‘fair’ or ‘poor’ as a place with these cultural
activities.

Chart 3
Métis children under six years old.
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Source(s): Statistics Canada, Aboriginal Children’s Survey, 2006

Métis children in urban areas were more likely than those in rural areas to have parents or guardians who rated their
community ‘excellent ‘or ‘very good’ as a place with health facilities and facilities for children (community centres, rinks,
gyms, and parks).

Cultural activities

According to the 2006 Aboriginal Children’s Survey, 28% of young Métis children had participated in or attended ‘traditional
First Nations, Métis, or Inuit activities such as singing, drum dancing, fiddling, gatherings or ceremonies’.

About one third (31%) of Métis children had someone who helped them to understand Aboriginal history and culture. Many
of these children were being taught by their parents (56%) and grandparents (46%).
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In 2006, 48% of Métis children under six years old were in some kind of child care arrangement. This refers to regular care
arrangements by someone other than a parent, including daycare, nursery or preschool, Head Start, before or after school
programs, and care by a relative or other caregiver.

Of those children receiving regular child care, 14% were in an arrangement that promoted traditional and cultural values and
customs. About 6% were in child care arrangements where Aboriginal languages were used.

How to obtain more information

Specific inquiries about this product and related statistics or services should be directed to: Social and Aboriginal Statistics Division, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6 by telephone: 613-951-5979 or by e-mail at sasd-dssea@statcan.gc.ca.

Statistics Canada National Contact Centre
Toll-free telephone (Canada and the United States):
Inquiries line 1-800-263-1136

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada has developed standards
of service that its employees observe. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact Statistics Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The
service standards are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under About us > Providing services to Canadians.
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