
Using computers, First Nations students can connect 
to many more ways to learn—without leaving home.
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T hirteen-year-old Thomas McKenzie
knows what it means to be connected.

Using the Internet, he can take extra
classes to finish high school and prepare
for college or university. He can even share
his Cree culture with students across
Canada and around the world.

And, he can do all this without leaving his
small community in northern Saskatchewan.

“We’ve got the technology. We’re
connected to the world,” says Thomas.

Across Canada, First Nations schools are
using computers and the Internet to break
down barriers to education. They offer online
learning and teach computer skills that will
help students get ahead at school and in
future careers. They also use video
conferencing to connect and work with
other schools.

To offer these programs, First Nations
schools need Internet access, equipment
and training. They get a lot of this help
from First Nations SchoolNet. This
program is funded by Industry Canada and
delivered directly to schools by six First
Nations organizations across Canada.

In Saskatchewan and Alberta, the Keewatin
Career Development Corporation provides
this service to schools. Their manager, 
Randy Johns, sees first-hand how this
technology helps First Nations students,
schools and communities.

“Distance learning helps give people in
these small, remote communities the same
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kind of chances that a person in the city might
have,” says Randy. 

Find out more about First Nations SchoolNet

and the First Nations organizations that
deliver the program by calling 1 800 575-9200

or visiting us on the Internet:

Industry Canada: www.schoolnet.ca/aboriginal

Atlantic: www.firstnationhelp.com

Quebec: www.cepn-fnec.com

Ontario: www.knet.ca

Manitoba: www.mfns.ca

Saskatchewan and Alberta: www.firstnationsnt.ca

British Columbia: www.fnesc.ca ■

Connecting to a world of learning
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Journalism student Katryna Smith is getting the education 
she needs to do the job she loves.

J ournalism student Katryna Smith is getting the
education she needs to do the job she loves.

“I want to complete my journalism degree and work
as an overseas correspondent,” says Katryna.

Katryna, 31, is a Cree from Onion Lake First Nation, on
the border of Saskatchewan and Alberta.

This summer she got hands-on experience working in
television and radio. Now she’s back at school
studying pre-journalism at the University of Regina. 
She’s also in the Indian Communications Arts program
at the First Nations University of Canada.

She is overcoming the challenges of living far from
home—and a hearing impairment—by building a
strong support system at school.

“At the First Nations university, they create a
community within each class. You get to know your
classmates well,” says Katryna.

Her advice to others?

“Let your professors know if you have a disability.
Don’t be shy to ask questions. Other people may want
to know about the same thing,” says Katryna. “Most
importantly, pick a profession you love.”

Katryna receives funding from the Post-Secondary

Student Support Program. This Indian and Northern
Affairs Canada program helps First Nations and Inuit
students with the cost of tuition fees, books, travel and
living allowances. Contact your Band Office for more
information. You can also call toll-free 1 800 567-9604

or visit our website at: 
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/edu/ense_e.html.

Visit the First Nations University of Canada on the
Internet at: www.firstnationsuniversity.ca. ■
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2 Study what you love Planning for success

Students! Looking for 
post-secondary funding?
Check out these websites:
Aboriginal Bursaries System: http://sdiprod1.inac.gc.ca/abs

National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation: www.naaf.ca

CanLearn Interactive: www.canlearn.ca

F inding Your Path: A Guide to Career and
Education Planning helps students and parents

develop a school budget, think about career
options, and more. It is designed for Aboriginal
students living in British Columbia, but it’s a great
tool for any student. You can find it on the Internet
at: www.fnesc.ca, then click on “Publications” and
scroll down the list to “Finding Your Path.”

This guide is just one of many tools developed by
the First Nations Education Steering Committee.
Run by First Nations communities, this non-profit
organization works towards quality education for
First Nations students in British Columbia. They
offer programs and information to First Nations
schools and communities. They also give
information about government-funded education
programs—and make people aware of important
education issues. Visit their website for more
information at www.fnesc.ca or call (604) 925-6087. ■

Community projects support parents

Making stronger links between home and school—
that’s the goal of more than twenty pilot projects
developed by First Nations organizations across
Canada. Indian and Northern Affairs Canada is
funding these projects with a two-year program
called the Parental and Community Engagement
Strategy. From publications to workshops, all the
projects have been designed to give parents the
information and support they need to get involved
in their child’s education.

In Nova Scotia, for example, the Mi’kmaw
Kina’matnewey—an education group that serves
nine communities in Nova Scotia—developed a
guide for parents of Mi’kmaw children. Written in
Mi’kmaw and English, Wi’katikn Wjit Knki’kuk-
Handbook for parents is available on the Internet at
http://kinu.ns.ca under “Resource Downloads.” 

For more information about the Parental and

Community Engagement Strategy call toll-free 
1 800 567-9604. ■
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Learning is fun at Kids’ Stop

Hands-on learning in science and technology

Augustine Sundown, 16, does hands-on learning during the 2004 First 
Nations and Inuit National Science Camp in Manitoba. She is from Big 
Island Lake Cree Nation in Saskatchewan.
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✂We would like to receive your comments and suggestions. 

Name:

Address:

Did you find this issue informative? ■■ yes ■■ no
What other important topics would you like to see covered in future issues?

Comments:

■■ Send Government of Canada information to my e-mail: 

■■ Send Update to my friend at this address:

■■ It’s okay to use my name and address for other government updates.

I would like to be kept informed on Government of Canada initiatives by: 

■■ community television ■■ mail to my home ■■ band office

■■ community radio ■■ Internet

■■ community newspaper ■■ friendship centre

✂
Keep those cards and
letters coming! 
“Information galore! 

Keep it up please.”
IQALUIT, NUNAVUT

Thanks to all of you who send us
comments. Fill out the reply card
and mail yours in today! Postage is
paid. Want to see a story covered? 

Let us know—your ideas matter!

The Editor

Update is sent to the homes of First
Nation people on reserves across
Canada. It costs about 20 cents a
copy to produce and mail.
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S ummer camp inspired 55 First Nations
and Inuit youth to dream about a

career in science and technology.

“I want to work as a scientist in the woods
and in labs in the far North,” says Andrew
Gros-Louis Germain, 13, of Huron Wendat
First Nation in Quebec. “It’s one of my
dreams. I will do it.”

Andrew is one of the budding scientists
who went to the First Nations and Inuit

National Science Camp. With activities
from hands-on experiments to whale
watching, science camp took them on a
week-long adventure through the province
of Manitoba in June.

Youth aged 12-16 were chosen to take part
from every region in Canada.

“I liked meeting new people, hearing
about their culture and language,” says
Kayylynn Kusugak, 16, from Rankin Inlet,
Nunavut. “I really enjoy science. When I
get older I want to be a forensic scientist.”

This was the third national science camp.
It was hosted by the Black River First
Nation and funded by Indian and Northern
Affairs Canada’s First Nations and Inuit

Science and Technology Program. 

First Nation and Inuit communities and
organizations can apply to have science
programs funded in their area. To find out
more, call toll-free 1 800 567-9604 or visit
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/ys/youth2_e.html 

on the Internet.  ■

Fall/04

K ids’ Stop is a website that has learning materials
for kids, parents and teachers. You will find

information you can use to teach about
Aboriginal languages, histories
and peoples. And it has fun
games for kids too! Check it
out on the Internet at:
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca and
click on “Kids’ Stop.” ■
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Meet the new Ministers! New investments 
in Aboriginal health care

The Honourable Andy

Scott is the new
Minister for Indian Affairs
and Northern Development.
He is also the Federal
Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians. Mr. Scott
is Member of Parliament
for Fredericton, New
Brunswick. He was first
elected in 1993, and his last
position was Minister of State
for Infrastructure. Working
together with Aboriginal
people is a priority for the Minister. This fall, he
took a five-week tour across Canada to meet
directly with Aboriginal leaders and communities.

The Honourable Ethel 

Blondin-Andrew is the 
new Minister of State for
Northern Development. 
Ms. Blondin-Andrew is
Member of Parliament for
the Western Arctic riding in
the Northwest Territories.
First elected in 1988, she
most recently was Minister
of State for Children and
Youth. She has also worked
as an Aboriginal language
and course content specialist,
a college instructor and a national manager of
indigenous development programs. She is a
Treaty Dene from the Dene Nation.

Find out more by visiting our website at:
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca and clicking on 
“Meet the Minister.”  ■
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Complete the reply card, clip it out and send it in (postage
is already paid) or call INAC Public Enquiries Contact
Centre at 1 800 567-9604 or TTY/TDD: 1 866 553-0554.
You can also send us a fax at (819) 953-2305, or send us
an e-mail message at Update@inac.gc.ca.
For information on Government of Canada 
programs and services, call toll-free 1 800 O-Canada 
(1 800 622-6232); TTY/TDD at 1 800 465-7735; or visit
www.canada.gc.ca on the Internet.
You can also read Update at 
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/pr/pub/index_e.html.
Published under the authority of the
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
Ottawa, 2004
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca
QS-6172-100-EE-A1
ISSN:1704-4286
© Minister of Public Works and

Government Services Canada

Cette publication peut aussi être obtenue en
français sous le titre : Dernières Nouvelles.

IN THIS

O n September 13,
2004, the

Government of
Canada committed
$700 million to
address Aboriginal
health needs. Over
the next five years,
this money will be
used to:

■ adapt health
services to better
meet the needs of
Aboriginal people

■ increase the
number of
Aboriginal 
health professionals

■ hire, educate and keep more health professionals
working in Aboriginal communities

■ support health promotion and disease
prevention programs, including programs to
prevent suicide and diabetes and promote
mother and child health

■ increase funding to First Nations and Inuit 
health services

This announcement was made at a meeting of the
Prime Minister, Premiers and Aboriginal leaders in
Ottawa. They also agreed to work together to
develop an action plan to improve Aboriginal
health and health services. For more information,
visit www.pm.gc.ca/eng on the Internet and click
on “First Ministers’ Meeting,” then “News
Releases” and “Improving Aboriginal Health.”  ■

Health programs for Aboriginal 
children are getting a boost thanks 
to new federal funding announced
September 13.

The Honourable 
Andy Scott

The Honourable 
Ethel Blondin-Andrew
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