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NEWS FROM THE SURVEY

Online Data Entry: The data entry and mapping features of the website will be available later

Noteworthy records from 2003 and 2004:

Song Sparrow at Deline (8 Jun 04)

Barn Swallow at Cambridge Bay (Jun 04)

Western Tanagers at Norman Wells (29 May, 17 Jun 04)

Yellow-rumped Warbler at East Bay, Southampton Island
(12 Jun 04)

e Fork-tailed Flycatcher at Akimiski Island, NU (the most northern for this species and Nunavut’s first record, it was

published in Birders Journal by Ken Abraham, Vol.12, No.4, Aug & Sept 2003)

e Black Scoters on the Baillie River (11 Jul 04)
¢ Yellow Rail at Fort Simpson (17 Jun 04)
¢ Blue-winged Teal at Deline (10 Jun 04)
e American Dipper at Firth River, YT (3 Jul 03)

NORTHERN BIRDER PROFILE: DOUG TATE

This is a new feature for the newsletter this year; we thought we would share some of the North’s birders with you. Our
inaugural interview is with Doug Tate. Doug has been submitting checklists since 1999 from the Nahanni region.

(1) How long have you been birding?

“In terms of serious bird identification, | have been birding for about
18 years now. As a youth | enjoyed pretty much everything in the
natural world, but paid more attention to things like frogs that |
could actually catch.”

(2) What is your favourite bird observed in the north?

‘I have had a number of good sightings in the north. | will say the
White-tailed Ptarmigan. It was a new species for me, and was at
about 5000' in elevation on the Tlogotsho Plateau.”

(3) What is your most memorable northern birding
moment?

“This would be a spectacular encounter in Nahanni National Park
Reserve, in May, a couple of years ago. | was standing on an open
ridge overlooking the Rabbitkettle River when a grouse flew past
along the treetops of the valley below. There was a sudden rush of : : :
air and flash of gray as a large raptor rocketed past me out of the Doug at his finest. Perhaps he is tracking down
sky and into the forest after the grouse. Somehow the grouse another Gyrfalcon...

avoided the attack, because moments later up came a Gyrfalcon, a

gray-morph individual, with empty talons. The falcon then cruised

past almost at eye-level, providing a wonderful close view.”
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How TO REPORT A RARE BIRD SIGHTING

Imagine this: It is a beautiful, sunny day in June. You are having a BBQ on your patio in Yellowknife. Suddenly you
hear a strange “bzzzzzzzzzzzzz.. ti ti”, and what you think is the largest mosquito you have ever seen zips by. But
before you run away to avoid the biggest sting ever, you see that the “gigantic mosquito” is hovering above your
hanging geranium and is drinking nectar with its long proboscis.

This scenario is unlikely in NWT or NU. Hummingbirds are rarely
observed in the north. Most reports of hummingbirds turn out to
be a moth (see photo to left).

However, weather patterns and unexplained phenomenon
sometimes lead birds away from what would be classified as
their ‘normal’ distribution. In such cases it is important to know
how to properly document your sighting. There are several steps
you should follow:

Step 1: Observe the bird for as long as possible

% without referring to your field guide

x

=]

2 When you observe a bird and are unsure of its identification,

§ your first instinct may be to start leafing through the pages of a

g field guide to figure out what it is. While you are leafing through

© your field guide, the bird can disappear before you have made a
Was it a hummingbird or something that looks positive ID. Your chances of making a correct identification
deceptively like one? Could it have been a increase by observing the bird’s appearance and behaviour for
Hummingbird Clearwing Moth (Hemaris thysbe)? as long as possible. You may find it helpful to make notes in a
With only a quick glance, they can appear very field notebook or whatever is handy to review later.
similar.

Step 2: Make a sketch of the bird in the field

The importance of a sketch cannot be underestimated when identifying a bird. Not only will it help you when
referencing a field guide later on, but it will help others verifying your observation. lllustrations are more reliable than
photographs since so many photographs do not turn out.

Non-artists should not panic though. "Stick-birds” are acceptable. As can be seen from our depiction of the
‘hummingbird in question” (right), a sketch does not need to be elaborate. Point out features that you notice on the bird
(e.g. shiny red throat), and draw certain body parts separately to show distinct features (e.g. a detailed drawing of the
head). The more detail that you provide, the easier it will be for others to confirm the bird’s identity. Do not neglect your
sketch just because you took a picture — there is no guarantee that the photo will turn out when developed. Murphy’s
Law would almost guarantee that it will not turn out!

Step 3: Get a photograph and take as many photographs from different viewpoints as possible; if
you are not using a digital camera, check the exposure carefully to ensure photos will be exposed
correctly

Photographs are excellent, but not everyone has a zoom lens that can capture a crisp image of a bird. Most often birds
are observed through scopes or binoculars, so photos with a standard lens will not always turn out. Do not let this deter
you from taking photos though. Even the blurriest photo can reveal a distinctive feature to use for identification.

Step 4: Write detailed notes on the size, shape, and plumage of the bird; also take notes on
behaviour or vocalizations observed

Describing the bird:

You will find a section outlining terminology used to describe bird anatomy (bird topography) in most field guides. Being
familiar with this terminology will allow you to better describe a bird. To describe a bird’s size, compare it to other birds
nearby or standard-sized objects. You should attempt to describe the bird’s bill (shape, size and colour); and plumage
colours and patterns on the bird’s head, wings, and tail.
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Other observations:

A bird’s behaviour and vocalizations can be
a great tool in keying out its identity. Try to
note things such as tail-bobbing or foraging
styles (e.g. “The bird was perched on a
branch, then flew up into the air, and
returned eating an insect”).

Even if you are not familiar with identifying
birds by ear, try to describe the song or call
notes (e.g. the song started out with a few
sharp notes followed by a long, rich trill “pik-
a, pik-a, pik-a, chooo-wooo-rrrrr”).

Step 5: Look at your field guide

Now that you have made a detailed sketch
and notes on your observation, you can
finally look at your field guide.

Do not be discouraged if the bird is common

in your area — think of it as great practice for
the next time you see a rare bird. If you are
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Step 6: Fill out the NWT/NU Checklist
Survey Rare Bird Form

We have included one copy with your
newsletter. You can request additional
copies from us, and it will be available on the
website later this year. The rare bird form is
in four sections. These sections coincide
with the information you would document for
your observation.
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The *hummingbird in question”. Your sketch should include descriptions of
colours, patterns, and the overall shape of the bird observed. You can also
make notes on what the bird was doing while you observed it.

Observer Information: Providing us with
good contact information is important — we need to be able to reach you if we have questions about your sighting.

Sketch of Bird: You can either re-sketch the bird or attach a photocopy of your original sketches. Remember to make
notes about colours, patterns and shapes observed.

Observation details: Note the specific location where the bird was observed. Although UTMs or lat/longs are useful, a
detailed description of where you were is acceptable (you can include a hand-drawn map on a separate piece of paper).
There are also several general questions about the sighting and your birding experience.

Description of Bird: In this section we ask you to report specific details about the bird you observed. If you did not
observe one of the characteristics, just leave that portion blank. It is better to leave it blank than to guess what it looked
like.

Following these steps will enable you to confidently describe which bird you have observed, and your observation becomes
more accountable when sharing it with others. To learn more about documenting rare bird sightings visit these websites:
http://www.greglasley.net/document.html, & http://www.mdbirds.org/mddcrc/rarities.html.




2004 CHECKLIST BIRDERS HALL OF FAME

Thanks to everyone who submitted checklists for 2003 & 2004. We extend our appreciation by devoting this
part of the newsletter to listing persons who submitted data in the past two years. Only primary observers
are listed.
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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT US!

Craig Machtans or Lindsay Armer
Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment Canada

Suite 301, 5204-50" Avenue
Yellowknife NT X1A 1E2

Phone: (867) 669-4771

Fax: (867) 873-8185

E-mail: NWTChecklist@ec.gc.ca
www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/checklist
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