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Executive Summary 

 
Accessory apartments are an affordable housing option that meets the needs of many 
people, including singles, seniors and those with low or fixed incomes, and contributes to 
optimizing the use of existing housing stock and infrastructure. In order to improve 
housing affordability, several municipalities have enacted zoning changes that facilitate 
the provision of accessory apartments. Provincial, Territorial and Municipal building 
codes have different requirements for this form of housing, with the result that different 
regulations apply to accessory apartments in many Canadian municipalities. 
 
This research comprises a literature review and consolidation and organization of 
documents regulating accessory apartments in Canada, evaluates the levels of 
performance provided by the various building code health and safety requirements and 
compares them with objectives of the National Building Code, to enable building 
authorities to assess proposed amendments to building and fire codes. It compares the 
costs of complying with regulations in different jurisdictions for the construction of a 
typical basement accessory apartment. Specifically, this research: 
 
1. Lists National Building Code (NBC) and National Fire Code (NFC) provisions 
governing houses containing one principle residence and one accessory apartment that 
are distinct from the requirements for a single dwelling. It includes requirements for fire 
separations, egress, windows, sound control, clearances, heating and ventilation, smoke 
detection, fire alarms and protected openings; 
2. Identifies provincial, territorial and municipal building and fire code requirements 
that differ from those in the NBC and NFC; 
3. Categorizes code requirements in tabular form, with references and exact wording; 
4. Evaluates the relative level of performance of the various municipal building and fire 
code requirements for accessory apartments, compared with the NBC requirements, 
5. Proposes means for achieving equivalent levels of performance; 
6. Summarizes code requirements in plain English; and 
7. Estimates the costs of complying with each code requirement for a typical 60m2 
basement accessory apartment in existing and new construction. 



 
Résumé 

 
Les appartements accessoires constituent une option de logement abordable qui répond 
aux besoins de nombreuses personnes, notamment les personnes seules, les personnes 
âgées et celles à revenu faible ou fixe, et favorisent l’utilisation optimale du parc de 
logements et de l’infrastructure. Afin de rendre les logements plus abordables, plusieurs 
municipalités ont apporté des changements de zonage qui facilitent l’aménagement 
d’appartements accessoires. Les dispositions des codes du bâtiment provinciaux, 
territoriaux et municipaux portant sur ce type de logements diffèrent, ce qui fait que de 
nombreuses municipalités canadiennes ont adopté des règlements différents relatifs aux 
appartements accessoires. 
 
Les auteurs de la recherche dont il est question ont procédé à un dépouillement 
d’ouvrages spécialisés, et ils ont recueilli et organisé les documents régissant les 
appartements accessoires au Canada, ont évalué les niveaux de performance relatifs à la 
santé et à la sécurité prévues par les divers codes du bâtiment et les ont comparés aux 
objectifs du Code national du bâtiment afin de permettre aux autorités en la matière 
d’évaluer les modifications proposées aux codes du bâtiment et de prévention des 
incendies. On y compare les coûts de construction, dans un sous-sol, d’un appartement 
accessoire représentatif conforme aux règlements des différentes administrations. Plus 
particulièrement, cette recherche : 
 
1. énumère les dispositions du Code national du bâtiment (CNB) et du Code national de 
prévention des incendies (CNPI) régissant les maisons comportant une résidence 
principale et un appartement accessoire qui diffèrent des exigences relatives à un 
logement individuel. On y trouve notamment les exigences relatives aux séparations 
coupe-feu, aux sorties, aux fenêtres, au contrôle du bruit, aux dégagements, au chauffage 
et à la ventilation, à la détection de la fumée, aux avertisseurs d’incendie et aux 
ouvertures protégées; 
2. relève les exigences des codes du bâtiment et de prévention des incendies 
provinciaux, territoriaux et municipaux qui diffèrent de celles du CNB et du CNPI; 
3. catégorise les exigences des codes sous forme de tableau, avec des renvois et des 
citations textuelles; 
4. évalue le niveau relatif de performance des exigences des divers codes du bâtiment et 
de prévention des incendies municipaux visant les appartements accessoires par rapport 
aux exigences du CNB; 
5. propose des moyens d’atteindre des niveaux de performance équivalents; 
6. résume les exigences des codes en langage clair; 
7. fait une estimation de ce qu’il en coûterait pour se conformer à chacune des exigences 
des codes pour un appartement accessoire représentatif de 60 m2 aménagé dans le sous-
sol d’une construction existante et d’une construction neuve. 
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IJUJMJTJ%
%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

>J?M%1-6/-8%B-3DB6%/-GH3/-.J%%
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.00/%;-CP%09-434D%0460%;C4.34DJ%
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(00/8%406%9-/1366-.%60%/-.H<-%23.6B%0P%-736%<0//3.0/8%ON%10/-%6BC4%L??%11%
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/-GH3/-.%23.6B%0/%9/0[-<6%10/-%
6BC4%LU?%11%3460%/-GH3/-.%23.6B%

!736%.00/8%60%O-%406%;-88%6BC4%UL?%11%23.-%C4.%>?M?%11%B3DBJ%%
=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%UL?%11%60%U??%11%%
&..%F%LIU?%11%<;-C/%B-3DB6%H4.-/%.00/%<;08-/8%-6<J%
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S3431H1%B-3DB6%/-.H<-.%60%LIU?%
11%%

(00/8%60%O-%406%;-88%6BC4%KL?%
11%23.-%C4.%LIU?%11%B3DB%

!736%.00/8%6BC6%8-/Q-%10/-%6BC4%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%C/-%/-GH3/-.%60%8234D%34%
6B-%.3/-<6304%0P%-D/-88%X3J-J%0H62C/.YJ%%

IJIJVJ@J%XTY%%
%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!736%.00/%9-/1366-.%60%8234D%
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B-/-%C%.2-;;34D%H436%38%;0<C6-.%CO0Q-%C406B-/%.2-;;34D%H4365%1C731H1%
6/CQ-;%.386C4<-%04-%860/-NJ%%!7<-963048%C99;NJ%
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W3136%1CN%-7<--.%L%860/-N%
9/0Q3.-.%09-4CO;-%234.02%406%
10/-%6BC4%L%1-6/-%CO0Q-%6B-%
P;00/%236B%09-434D%0P%406%;-88%6BC4%
L%1-6/-%B-3DB6%C4.%@@?%11%23.6B%

 

+20%1-C48%0P%-D/-88%/-GH3/-.%2B-/-%C%.2-;;34D%H436%09-48%3460%C%-D/-88%
P-C6H/-%6BC6%.0-8%406%9/0Q3.-%620%.3/-<63048%0P%-D/-88%-7<-96%2B-/-%-D/-88%
P-C6H/-%38%406%D/-C6-/%6BC4%V%1-6/-8%34%;-4D6BJ%
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$;39%/-8386C4<-%P3438B%/-GH3/-.%04%86C3/8%2B-4%8-/Q34D%10/-%6BC4%04-%
.2-;;34D%H4368%%
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&4<3;;C/N%/00185%8H<B%C8%C%;CH4./N%0/%860/CD-%/001%C/-%406%9-/1366-.%60%
09-4%0460%C4%-736J%%
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!736%83D4CD-%/-GH3/-.%34%-7368%8-/Q34D%10/-%6BC4%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%2B-/-%
6B-%OH3;.34D%38%6B/--%860/-N8%34%OH3;.34D%B-3DB6J%

IJIJL?JLJ%
!
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'06%/-GH3/-.%

 

W3DB634D%34%-7368%C4.%9HO;3<%<0//3.0/8%60%C4%CQ-/CD-%;-Q-;%0P%406%;-88%6BC4%@?%
;H7%C6%P;00/%;-Q-;J%%
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$6C3/8%C/-%/-GH3/-.%60%O-%
3;;H134C6-.%60%C6%;-C86%L?JU%;H7%

!1-/D-4<N%;3DB634D%/-GH3/-.%34%-7368%C4.%9HO;3<%<0//3.0/8J%
IJIJLLJMJ%

!
 

^4;-88%36%<C4%O-%8B024%C8%
H44-<-88C/N%
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_*#!%$!=&#&+*Z'$%
%
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""" "
""" "

 
 

!7368%60%O-%P3/-%8-9C/C6-.%236B%13431H1%T@%134H6-%P3/-%/-8386C4<-%/C634DJ%
IJIJTJ>JXLY%C4.%
X>Y%

!
 

!
 

!
 

=HO;3<%<0//3.0/8%60%O-%P3/-%8-9C/C6-.%236B%13431H1%T@%134H6-%P3/-%
/-8386C4<-%/C634DJ%
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!

 
!

 

M?%134H6-8%2B-/-%6B-%.2-;;34D%
H4368%C/-%-GH399-.%236B%810:-%
C;C/18J%%'06%/-GH3/-.%2B-/-%6B-%
OH3;.34D%38%89/34:;-/-.J%

(2-;;34D%H4368%60%O-%P3/-%
8-9C/C6-.%P/01%404F/-83.-463C;%
0<<H9C4<3-8%04;NJ%
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 $H36-8%60%O-%P3/-%8-9C/C6-.%P/01%C.[C<-46%C/-C8%ON%T@%134H6-%P3/-%/-8386C4<-%
/C634DJ%%R

B-/-%.2-;;34D%H436%<046C348%>%0/%10/-%860/-N8%L%B0H/%P3/-%
/-8386C4<-%/C634D%/-GH3/-.J%

IJL?JIJLTJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 

W0C.%O-C/34D%1-1O-/8%60%BCQ-%P3/-%/-8386C4<-%/C634D%0P%8H990/6-.%
C88-1O;NJ%%

IJL?JUJMJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 

 

!76-/30/%1-C48%0P%-D/-88%60%BCQ-%C%T@%134H6-%P3/-%/C634D%0/%O-%
404<01OH863O;-%<0486/H<63045%2B-/-%.2-;;34D%H436%38%;0<C6-.%CO0Q-%0/%O-;02%
C406B-/%.2-;;34D%H436J%

IJL?JUJKJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 

_H-;FP3/-.%C99;3C4<-%8-/Q34D%O06B%.2-;;34D%H43685%60%O-%;0<C6-.%34%C%8-/Q3<-%
/001%236B%C%L%B0H/%P3/-%/-8386C4<-%/C634DJ%%

IJL?JL?JTJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 

R
B-/-%C%OH3;.34D%BC8%C%.2-;;34D%H436%CO0Q-%C406B-/%.2-;;34D%H436%2C;;%04%

9/09-/6N%;34-%60%O-%C%P3/-2C;;J%%
IJL?JLLJ>J%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 

91+4%840+35&+I&:H%303O5&"3,&9%3%41"40+35&!L1+/OL&P01%&C%H"1"40+35&
%

"
"

"
 

 
A01OH863O;-%2C6-/%.386/3OH6304%93934D%406%10/-%6BC4%M?%11%34%.3C1-6-/%
9-/1366-.%60%9-4-6/C6-%Q-/63<C;%P3/-%8-9C/C6304%9/0Q3.-.%93934D%38%8-C;-.%C6%
8-9C/C6304%ON%C%P3/-8609%8N86-1J%

IJL?JIJVJXKY%
!

 
!

 
!

 
=-/1366-.%60%9-4-6/C6-%B0/3`046C;%
C4.%Q-/63<C;%P3/-%8-9C/C63048%

 

A01OH863O;-%./C34%2C86-%C4.%Q-46%93934D%9-/1366-.%60%9-4-6/C6-%P3/-%
8-9C/C6304%9/0Q3.-.%8-C;-.%ON%C%P3/-8609%8N86-1J%%

IJL?JIJKJX>Y%
!

 
!

 
!

 
=-/1366-.%60%9-4-6/C6-%C%P3/-%
8-9C/C6304%9/0Q3.-.a%9/06-<6-.%
236B%DN98H1%O0C/.5%236B%
9-4-6/C6304%83`-%0P%939-%C4.%406%
04%6B-%H4.-/83.-%0P%B0/3`046C;%P3/-%
8-9C/C6304%

 

A01OH863O;-%./C34%2C86-%C4.%Q-46%93934D%9-/1366-.%04%04;N%04-%83.-%0P%
Q-/63<C;%C4.%B0/3`046C;%P3/-%8-9C/C6304J%%

IJL?JIJKJX@Y%
C4.%XVY%

!
 

!
 

!
 

*P%9/06-<6-.%ON%DN98H1%O0C/.%
C88-1O;N5%9-/1366-.%04%O06B%
83.-8%0P%P3/-%8-9C/C6304J%

 

!7BCH86%.H<68%9-/1366-.%60%O06B%.2-;;34D%H4368%9/0Q3.-.%34%C%Q-/63<C;%8-/Q3<-%
89C<-%C4.%PC4%4-C/%-7BCH86%0H6;-6J%

IJL?JIJLU%
!

 
!

 
SCN%-7BCH86%.3/-<6;N%60%6B-%
-7BCH865%236B%-7<-963048 

!
 

 

A-46/C;%QC<HH1%406%9-/1366-.%60%8-/Q-%10/-%6BC4%04-%.2-;;34D%H436J%%
IJL?JIJLIJ%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 
R

36B%-7<-9630485%.H<68%6B/0HDB%P3/-%60%O-%-GH399-.%236B%P3/-%.C19-/J%
IJL?JLMJLM%

!
 

!
 

!
 

_3/-%.C19-/%406%/-GH3/-.%
9/0Q3.-.%.H<68%C/-%404F
<01OH863O;-%C4.%8-/Q-%04;N%04-%
P3/-%<019C/61-46J%

 

_3/-%86098%34%2C;;%C88-1O;3-8%C6%-C<B%P;00/%;-Q-;J%%!7<-963048%C99;NJ%%%
IJL?JL@J>J%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 
&%DC/CD-%60%O-%L%B0H/%P3/-%8-9C/C6-.%P/01%6B-%.2-;;34D%H436%6BC6%36%.0-8%406%
8-/Q-J%

IJL?JIJLVJX>Y%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

_*#!%(!+!A+*Z'%
%

 
"

"
 

 
\C/.%23/-.%810:-%C;C/18%/-GH3/-.%34%-C<B%.2-;;34D%H436J%%%
+0%O-%346-/<044-<6-.%236B34%6B-%.2-;;34D%H436J%%

IJL?JLUJLJ%
!
"

 
!

 
!

 
&..36304C;%9B060F-;-<6/3<%810:-%
C;C/1%/-GH3/-.%34%-C<B%.2-;;34D%
H436%60%O-%346-/<044-<6-.%236B%
C;C/1%34%6B-%06B-/%8H36-%-7<-96%
2B-/-%P3/-%8-9C/C63048%BCQ-%C%T@%
134H6-%/C634D%0/%OH3;.34D%38%
89/34:;-/-.J%

=-/1366-.%60%O-%902-/-.%ON%
OC66-/3-8%
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      Page A-4 

 
!"#$%&'()&& 

&&*+,%&-%./01%2
%345&03&6%7&*+3541/840+3&&

9-:;<6*<'=&'6>&!?--<!:-<'=&*:>?&-?@A<-?B?6!C&<6&6?D
&*:6C!-A*!<:6&

6E*&91+F050+3&&
GC"2

%&H1%F050+3&I+1&B"304+#"J&6+F"&C8+40"J&C"5K"48L%7"3J&6%7&
E1/35708KJ&6%7I+/3,$"3,J&6+14L&D

%54&!%1104+10%5J&M/K+3J&6/3"F/4N&
6E*&

-%I%1%38%&

:34"10+&
'$#%14"&

@/%#%8&
E10405L&*+$/2

#0"&
91038%&?,7"1,&<5$"3,&

&

 W*b!&,*W*+c%
%

 
 

 
 

 
S3431H1%P;00/%60%<-3;34D%B-3DB68%/C4D34D%P/01%>L??%11%60%>M??%11J%%
=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%"-4-/C;;N%/-.H<-.%60%>L??%11%%

IJ@JMJLJ%
!

 
$C1-%B-3DB68%OH6%C/-C%0Q-/%
2B3<B%13431H1%B-3DB6%38%/-GH3/-.%
QC/3-8% 

$C1-%B-3DB68%OH6%C/-C%0Q-/%
2B3<B%13431H1%B-3DB6%38%/-GH3/-.%
QC/3-8% 

S3431H1%>J?%1-6/-85%C/-C%0Q-/%
2B3<B%13431H1%B-3DB6%38%/-GH3/-.%
QC/3-8%

 

S3431H1%-76-/30/%D;C`34D%C/-C8%P0/%89-<3P3<%/0018J%
=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%(-;-6-J%

IJKJLJ>JXLY%
!

 
!

 
!

 
SCN%O-%34%C4N%;0<C6304%236B34%6B-%
8-<04.C/N%8H36-J%

 

R
34.02F2-;;8%60%O-%./C34-.%60%P00634D%;-Q-;%0/%06B-/%8H36CO;-%;0<C6304J%

IJLTJVJMJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

(2-;;34D%H4368%60%O-%8-9C/C6-.%P/01%06B-/%C/-C8%ON%<0486/H<6304%9/0Q3.34D%C%
80H4.%6/C481388304%/C634D%0P%C6%;-C86%@?J%%

IJLLJ>JLJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
&88-1O;3-8%4--.%406%<019;N%236B%
80H4.%<046/0;%/-GH3/-1-468%%

 

d36<B-4%834:5%;CQC60/N5%OC6B6HO%0/%8B02-/%86C;;%C4.%2C6-/%<;08-6%/-GH3/-.%34%
-C<B%.2-;;34D%H436J%

IJMLJTJLJ%
!
"

!
"

!
"

!
 

 

WCH4./N%PC<3;363-8%0/%C%89C<-%P0/%8H<B%/-GH3/-.%34%-C<B%.2-;;34D%H436%0/%
-;8-2B-/-%C88-88CO;-%60%0<<H9C468%0P%-C<B%.2-;;34D%H436J%
=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%%(-;-6-J%

IJMLJTJ>J%
!
"

!
"

!
"

!
 

 

"!'!#&W%$&_!+c%
%

"
"

"
 

 
S-C8H/-8%/-GH3/-.%60%8-<H/-%.00/%;0<:34D%04%.00/8%60%.2-;;34D%H4368%C4.%
O-62--4%.2-;;34D%H4368%C4.%C66C<B-.%DC/CD-8J%%%

IJVJUJLJ5%
IJVJUJIJ%%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 

R
B-/-%;0<C6-.%CO0Q-%C406B-/%.2-;;34D%H4365%09-4CO;-%234.028%;0<C6-.%;-88%

6BC4%T@?%11%CO0Q-%P;00/%;-Q-;%C4.%LU??%11%CO0Q-%6B-%D/0H4.5%/-GH3/-.%60%
O-%9/06-<6-.%ON%DHC/.%0/%1-<BC4381%60%<046/0;%23.6B%0P%H49/06-<6-.%
09-434DJ%%

IJKJLJVJX>Y%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

_;C1-%89/-C.%/C634D8%0P%<-3;34D%C4.%2C;;%8H/PC<-%P3438B-8%34%-7368%C4.%9HO;3<%
<0//3.0/8%;3136-.J%%#-GH3/-1-468%QC/N%2B-/-%OH3;.34D%38%89/34:;-/-.J%%

IJL?JLVJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
_3438B-8%9-/1366-.%60%O-%A;C88%&5%
,%0/%A%P/01%'_=&%>@@J%%%

=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%%&..%F%$6C3/8%8-/Q34D%10/-%6BC4%04-%.2-;;34D%
H436%60%O-%.-83D4-.%TJU:=C%%

%
"

"
"

"
 

!W!A+#*A&W%$&_!+c%%
%

 
"

"
 

 
!;-<6/3<C;%PC<3;363-8%60%1--6%/-GH3/-1-468%0P%6B-%C99/09/3C6-%9/0Q34<3C;5%
6-//360/3C;%0/%1H43<39C;%;-D38;C6304%0/%6B-%AC4C.3C4%!;-<6/3<C;%A0.-J%

IJMTJLJLJ%
+0%<019;N%236B%$-<6304%IJMT%0P%
6B-%Z,A%

!
 

!
 

!
 

 

b!'+*W&+*Z'%
%

"
"

"
 

 
S-<BC43<C;%Q-463;C6304%60%8-/Q-%04;N%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%0/%O-%.-83D4-.%
60%=C/6%VJ%
=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%%#-83.-463C;%0<<H9C4<3-8%60%O-%.-83D4-.%60%IJM>5%
06B-/%0<<H9C4<3-8%60%=C/6%VJ%%

IJM>JLJLJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 

\-C634D%C4.%C3/%<04.3630434D%8N86-185%34<;H.34D%9/0Q383048%P0/%<01OH86304%
C3/5%60%8-/Q-%04;N%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%0/%60%O-%.-83D4-.%60%=C/6%VJ%%

IJMMJLJLJ%
+0%O-%.-83D4-.%60%=C/6%V%

%
!

 
!

 
!C<B%.2-;;34D%H436%60%O-%8-/Q-.%
ON%8-9C/C6-%B-C634D%8N86-18J 

#-GH3/-.%60%<019;N%236B%'_=&%
86C4.C/.8%

=/0908-.%>??@%ABC4D-E%%&..%F%AC/O04%104073.-%.-6-<60/8%/-GH3/-.%3P%PH-;F
OH/434D%C99;3C4<-%0/%C66C<B-.%DC/CD-J%

%
AC/O04%104073.-%.-6-<60/8%
/-GH3/-.%3P%PH-;FOH/434D%C99;3C4<-%
C66C<B-.%DC/CD-J%%

"
"

 
 

_*#!%(!=&#+S!'+%&AA!$$%
%

"
"

"
 

 
R

B-/-%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%;0<C6-.%CO0Q-%C406B-/%.2-;;34D%H4365%234.028%
/-GH3/-.%P0/%P3/-%P3DB634D%C<<-88%04%6B-%8-<04.%C4.%6B3/.%860/-N8J%

IJL?JLIJLJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

&<<-88%60%OC8-1-46%/-GH3/-.%2B-/-%8-/Q34D%10/-%6BC4%04-%.2-;;34D%H436%
IJL?JLIJ>J%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
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!"#$%&'()&& 

&&*+,%&-%./01%2
%345&03&6%7&*+3541/840+3&&

9-:;<6*<'=&'6>&!?--<!:-<'=&*:>?&-?@A<-?B?6!C&<6&6?D
&*:6C!-A*!<:6&

6E*&91+F050+3&&
GC"2

%&H1%F050+3&I+1&B"304+#"J&6+F"&C8+40"J&C"5K"48L%7"3J&6%7&
E1/35708KJ&6%7I+/3,$"3,J&6+14L&D

%54&!%1104+10%5J&M/K+3J&6/3"F/4N&
6E*&

-%I%1%38%&

:34"10+&
'$#%14"&

@/%#%8&
E10405L&*+$/2

#0"&
91038%&?,7"1,&<5$"3,&

&

 C4.%D/-C6-/%6BC4%>@%1%34%;-4D6BJ%
_*#!%!)=Z$^#!%

%
"

"
"

 
 

^4-4<;08-.%6BC6%9/0Q3.-%6B-%04;N%1-C48%0P%-D/-88%60%O-%9/06-<6-.%P/01%
09-434D8%34%C406B-/%.2-;;34DJ%

IJIJTJTJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

Z9-434D8%34%-76-/30/%2C;;%0P%-736%0/%C.[C<-46%.2-;;34D%H436%60%O-%9/06-<6-.%60%
9/-Q-46%P3/-%-7908H/-%60%6B-%-736J%

IJIJTJ@J%
IJIJTJVJ%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 

Z9-434D8%34%-76-/30/%2C;;8%0P%C.[C<-46%.2-;;34D%H4368%60%O-%8-9C/C6-.%ON%C%
13431H1%0P%LJ>%1-6/-8%P3/-%/C6-.%<0486/H<6304J%%

IJL?JL>JTJ%
!

 
!

 
!

 
!

 
 

$0PP36%89C434D%620%.2-;;34D%H4368%60%O-%P3/-86099-.5%0/%OH3;.34D%89/34:;-/-.J%%
IJL?JL>J@J%

!
 

!
 

!
 

!
 

 
!7<-963048%/-;C634D%60%<0486/H<6304%0P%C4%-790834D%OH3;.34D%PC<-%XP3/-%
/-8386C4<-%/C634D5%6N9-%0P%<0486/H<6304%C4.%<;C..34DY%P0/%C%834D;-%PC13;N%
B0H8-%1CN%406%C99;NJ%%

IJL?JLTJL>JX>Y%
!

 
!

 
!

 
$C1-%/-GH3/-1-468%C8%P0/%C%
834D;-FPC13;N%B0H8-J%
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Key Issues and Code Provisions 

As part of the “Code Requirements and Costs of Incorporating Accessory Apartments in 
Houses” project carried out by Morrison Hershfield Limited (MH) on behalf of Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), MH has reviewed the regulations relating to 
accessory apartments in houses in the National, Provincial and Territorial Codes.  In Canada, 
accessory apartments are regulated by either the Part 9 requirements of the NBC relating to 
duplexes and semi-detached dwelling units, or, where provided, Provincial, Territorial or 
municipal regulations.   

The National, Provincial and Territorial Building Codes have been reviewed to determine the 
major health and safety issues that are applicable to the construction of accessory apartments in 
both new and existing buildings.  These provisions have been reviewed and categorized based 
on the intent of the provision which, has been determined in conjunction with the intent 
statements developed for the new 2005 Objective Based Codes.  These categories have been 
termed the “Key Issues”.  The Key Issues that are applicable to accessory apartments have 
been presented in language that is understandable by a lay person.  The individual Code 
requirements that form the Key Issues have also been presented in language suitable for a lay 
person.  Use of terminology from the Code text and intent statements has been used where 
appropriate to relay important regulations and so that context is not lost.  The Key Issues are 
indicated in bold and italics below and include: 

 
• Egress and Exiting, 
• Fire Separation (Compartmentation), 
• Fire Detection, 
• Liveability and General Safety, 
• Electrical Safety, 
• Ventilation,  
• Fire Department Access, and 
• Fire Exposure. 

 
The individual Code requirements are listed below the Key Issues. 
 

Egress and Exiting 
An accessory apartment is required to be provided with facilities that will permit occupants 
to safely and quickly exit the building in an emergency situation.   
 
Exit facility requirements include:    
 
Two Separate Exits  
Where only one egress route is provided from a floor area, direct egress to the exterior is 
required.  Egress to the exterior may be; 

• to a corridor or exterior passageway permitting travel in two opposite directions, or  
• through a protected corridor of limited length providing access to the exterior.   
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Bedroom Windows  
Except where a bedroom door provides direct access to the exterior, a window is required to 
provide as a secondary means of escape from the bedroom.  Minimum dimensions for the 
window are specified so that the openable portion of the window will provide adequate area to 
use as an alternative means of egress.    
 
Window Opening into a Window-Well 
Where a bedroom window used as a secondary means of egress opens into a window-well, 
adequate clearance is required in front of the window so as not to restrict escape in an 
emergency. 
 
Stair Dimensions  
The minimum dimensions of egress and exiting features include: 

• The minimum width of exits, corridors, stairs and length of landings is specified so that 
inadequate dimensions do not lead to persons colliding or falling and to facilitate 
efficient egress in an emergency situation.   

• Stair dimensions are specified to reduce the possibility of a person misstepping, 
tripping or of excessively steep stairs.   

• The minimum headroom height of exits and corridors and over stairs and landings is 
specified to provide adequate clearance under ceilings or protrusions from the ceiling. 

 
Handrails  
Continuous handrails are required to provide balance and to prevent falls.  Handrails are 
required to be terminated in such a way so as not to cause an obstruction or create a hazard. 
 
Height of Guards  
The height of guards is specified to provide reasonable protection from falling. 
 
Wood Stair Stringers  
The span between stair stringers is reduced when serving more than one dwelling unit to 
provide additional support where stairs may be exposed to increased use.  
 
Finish for Treads and Landings  
Slip resistant surfaces are required for stairs that are not within a dwelling unit to provide 
protection from falling due to slippery stair treads or landings.   
 
Types of Exits  
Various building features may be used for exiting including exterior fire escapes providing 
they meet specified design and installation criteria.    
 
Ancillary Rooms  
Certain rooms such as laundry rooms are not permitted to open directly onto an exit to limit the 
probability of: 

• A fire within the room spreading into the exit, or 
• An appliance malfunction leading to hazardous conditions within the exit.  

Doors in a Means of Egress  



Code Requirements and Costs of Incorporating Accessory Apartments in Houses Page B-3 
 
 

Doors are required to be of sufficient width and be located so that they do not obstruct a 
required egress route, to permit efficient evacuation in an emergency situation. 
 
Direction of Door Swing  
An exit door that serves more than one dwelling unit is required to open in the direction of 
egress to limit the probability that: 

• The door will be difficult to open in an emergency situation if several people approach 
at the same time and the pressure from the crowd prevents the first person from pulling 
the door towards them, 

• A person having fallen in front of the door will obstruct the opening of the door in an 
emergency.   

 
Common Exits  
Where a dwelling unit opens onto a common exit, a second and separate egress route is 
required to provide occupants with an alternative egress route in the event that one route is 
blocked due to an emergency. 
 
Exit Signage 
Exit signage is required where occupants in a building are not expected to be familiar with the 
location exit facilities.   
 
Lighting 
A minimum average level of illumination is required in exits to provide adequate levels of 
illumination that may otherwise lead to safety hazards or delays in evacuation.  
 
Emergency Lighting 
Emergency lighting is required to limit the probability that egress routes will not be illuminated 
when there is a loss of normal power which, could lead to safety hazards or delays in 
evacuation. 
 

Fire Separation (Compartmentation)  
Wall or floor assemblies that separate a dwelling unit from the adjacent dwelling unit and 
from exits or public corridors are required to be fire separations with a specified fire 
resistance rating to reduce the probability that: 

• the assembly will fail or collapse prematurely prior to occupants evacuating the 
building, 

• of fire spread from one area of the building to other areas, 
• that the effects of fire will impede or delay evacuation. 

Openings and penetrations in fire separations are to be limited or protected to limit the 
probability of fire or the effects of fire spreading from one area of the building to another 
area.  
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Fire separation features include: 
Fire Separation for Exits  
Assemblies that separate exits or public corridors from adjacent areas are required to be 
constructed to achieve a predetermined fire resistance rating to provide occupants adequate 
time to evacuate the building prior to failure of the assembly.  
 
Separation of Residential Suites  
Where dwelling units are located above one another, the fire resistance rating of the fire 
separation separating the a dwelling units is required to be increased from 45 minutes to  
1 hour if one of the dwelling units containing two or more storeys, on the basis that moving 
from one storey to another in an emergency situation could lead to increased evacuation times. 
 
Floors of Exterior Passageways  
An exterior passageway used as part of a means of egress is required to have a fire-resistance 
rating or be of non-combustible construction to reduce the potential of the exterior passageway 
collapsing when exposed to heat from a fire, which could lead to delays in evacuation or the 
effectiveness of emergency response.  
 
Service Equipment Penetrating a Fire Separation  
Openings and penetrations through fire separations are required to be limited or protected to 
limit the spread of fire or the effects of fire from one area of the building to another area.  
 
Appliances and Equipment to be Located in a Service Room  
Where a fuel fired appliance (such as a furnace) serves both dwelling units, it is required to be 
located in a room that is fire separated from the remainder of the building with a 1 hour fire 
resistance rating to limit the probability of: 

• A fire involving the fuel fired appliance spreading to other parts of the building, and 
• A fire originating outside of the service room, which could lead to an undue fire hazard 

within the building.   
 
Firewalls   
Where a dwelling unit is located above another dwelling unit, a party wall on a property line 
between adjacent buildings is required to be constructed as a firewall to reduce the probability 
of fire spread between adjacent buildings.  
 
Required Fire Stops in Wall Assemblies  
Fire stops are required in wall assemblies where the width of the continuous space is greater 
than 25 mm, the construction materials within the space are combustible and the space is not 
filled with insulation, to limit the potential of fire spread from one area of the building to other 
areas via concealed spaces within the wall assembly. 
 

Fire Detection 
Dwelling units are required to be equipped with smoke alarms to provide early warning of a 
fire to occupants within the building. 
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Smoke Alarms  
Smoke alarms conforming to certain standards and installed in specific locations are required 
to notify occupants in a dwelling unit during the early stages of a fire so that they may move to 
a safe place.   
 
Power Supply 
Smoke alarms are required to be permanently connected to an electrical circuit rather than 
battery powered.   
 

Liveability  
To provide a minimum standard of personal comfort and interior living environment, the 
design of each dwelling unit is required to meet minimum criteria, including; the height and 
area of various spaces, natural lighting, adequate indoor air quality and access to facilities. 

Liveability issues include: 
 
Heights of Rooms or Spaces  
Minimum room heights are specified to provide adequate clearance under protrusions from 
ceilings, such as light fixtures, ceiling fans and low door jambs.   
 
Minimum Window Areas  
A minimum amount of windows to the exterior are required to provide natural lighting during 
daylight hours, to prevent eye strain.   
 
Window Wells  
Window wells are required to be adequately drained to reduce the probability of the foundation 
being exposed to excessive amounts of moisture, which could lead to: 

• Reduced air quality within the building due to mould growth, 
• Reduced thermal comfort, 
• Damage of contents within the basement due to contact with moisture, 
• Increased pressure (load) on the wall which may compromise the structural integrity of 

the foundation wall, 
• Deterioration of the foundation wall.  

 
Minimum Sound Transmission Class Rating 
Dwelling units are required to be separated by construction that reduces the sound transmission 
between dwelling units so that occupants in one part of the building will not be exposed to 
excessive levels of noise from other parts of the building. 
 
Required Fixtures  
A kitchen sink, lavatory, bathtub or shower stall and water closet is required to be provided in 
each dwelling unit. 
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Laundry Fixtures 
Laundry facilities or a space for laundry facilities are required to be provided in each dwelling 
unit or provided elsewhere in the building in a location conveniently accessible to occupants of 
each unit.   
 

General Safety 
To provide a minimum standard of personal safety, the design of each dwelling unit is 
required to meet minimum criteria, including provisions; against forced entry, falling and 
flame spread. 
 
Solid Blocking  
Solid blocking is required in the door framing at the level of the lock to resist forces imposed 
by intruders attempting to spread the frame away from the door. 
 
Height of Window Sills above Floors or Ground  
Openable windows of upper storeys that are located in close proximity to the floor level are 
required to be protected by a guard or device to limit the window opening to provide infants 
and children protection from falling.  
 
Flame Spread Limits  
Surface finishes in public corridors and exits are required to have limited flame spread 
properties to limit the potential for rapid spread of fire across the exposed surface of the finish. 
 

Electrical Safety 
Electrical installations are required to meet the appropriate Provincial, Territorial or 
Municipal legislation.    
 
Standard for Electrical Installations  
Electrical installations are required to be deigned and installed to meet certain criteria to reduce 
the potential that electrical installations will fall significantly below expectations, which could 
lead to electrical shock or over heating of components that may lead to fire. 

 
Ventilation  
Adequate ventilation, provided by mechanical or natural ventilation is required to be 
provided to limit the probability of inadequate control of; 

• Interior temperatures, 
• Airborne pollutants, 
• Breathable air, 
• Condensation which could lead to the generation of unhealthy indoor air quality 

from mould growth.   
 
Ventilation and Air-Conditioning 
Mechanical or natural ventilation is required to provide adequate air quality of indoor spaces 
and thermal comfort. 
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Heating 
Where a heating system serves more than one dwelling unit, it is required to be meet additional 
requirements. 

Fire Department Access 
A building containing an accessory apartment above or below another apartment is required 
to be provided with Fire Department access to the upper storeys and basement of the 
building to facilitate effective and expedient emergency response.   
 
Fire Department Access  
Fire Department access is required to above grade and below grade storeys in a building to 
limit the probability of delays in fire emergency response operations.   

 
Fire Exposure 
The exterior walls of a building are required to have construction to limit the spread of fire 
from a building to an adjacent building and to protect occupants evacuating a building from 
a fire in an adjacent dwelling unit.   
 
Openings Near Unenclosed Exit Stairs and Ramps  
To protect occupants from the effects of fire, openings in the exterior walls of a dwelling unit 
are required to be located remote from an exit or be protected by fire rated construction.   

 
Exposing Building Face of Houses  
The exterior walls of a building that face an adjacent building require certain minimum 
construction requirements (relating to the maximum area of unprotected openings, minimum 
fire resistance rating, type of construction and cladding) to limit the spread of fire from the 
building to an adjacent building during the time required for the Fire Department to arrive and 
perform their duties.   
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C
ode

R
eference

N
E

W
C

O
N

S
T

R
U

C
T

IO
N

A
ssigned

W
eighting

N
B

C
P

erform
ance

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
O

natrio
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

A
lberta

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
Q

uebec
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

B
ritish

C
olum

bia
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

P
rince

E
dw

ard
Island

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
V

ancouver
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

M
ontreal

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

askatoon
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

S
urrey

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

idney
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

E
G

R
E

SS
A

N
D

E
X

IT
IN

G
(1

-
5)

E
gress

F
eature

D
im

ensions

9.7.1.3.
B

edroom
w

indow
,door

to
exterior

or
sprinkler

protection
Proposed

2005
C

hange:A
dd

-
T

he
w

indow
to

m
aintain

the
required

opening
4

3
12

2
8

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

9.7.1.4
M

aintain
550

m
m

clearance
atw

indow
-w

ell.
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

Proposed
2005

C
hange:A

dd
-

protective
cover

over
w

indow
w

ellto
a

w
indow

to
be

openable
from

the
inside

w
ithoutthe

use
ofkeys,tools

or
specialknow

ledge.

9.8.3.1.
M

inim
um

run
increased

from
210

m
m

to
230

m
m

and
m

inim
um

tread
from

235
m

m
to

250
m

m
for

stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
2

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

9.8.3.3.
Stair

w
idth

to
be

increased
from

860
m

m
to

notless
than

900
m

m
w

hen
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
3

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

2
5

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

2
5

2
5

9.8.3.4.
M

inim
um

headroom
for

stairs
to

be
increased

from
1.95

m
etres

to
2.05

m
etres

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

2
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7

9.8.4.1.
L

andings
dim

ensions
required

to
increased

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
2

5

9.8.4.2.
A

landing
is

required
atthe

top
and

bottom
ofallstairs

thatserve
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
0

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

9.8.4.4.
M

inim
um

clear
heightover

landings
increased

from
1.95

m
etres

to
2.05

m
etres

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

2
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
0

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

9.9.2.7.
Proposed

2005
C

hange:A
dd

-
O

ne
door

atprincipalentrance
to

be
designed

as
an

exitw
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3

9.9.3.2.
E

xceptfor
doors

and
corridors

the
w

idth
ofevery

exitfacility
is

required
to

be
a

m
inim

um
of900

m
m

.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

2
6

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

2
6

2
6

9.9.3.3.
Public

corridors
and

exitcorridors
are

required
to

have
a

m
inim

um
w

idth
of1100

m
m

.
3

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

2
5

2
5

3
8

3
8

3
8

2
5

2
5

9.9.3.4.(1)
E

xceptfor
doors

and
stairs,the

headroom
clearance

in
exits

and
access

to
exits

is
to

be
2.1

m
etres.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8

H
andrails

and
G

uards

9.8.7.1.
H

andrails
required

for
allstairs

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
2

7
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
2

7
2

7

9.8.7.2.
O

ne
handrailto

be
continuous

for
stairs

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
2

6

9.8.7.3.
A

tleastone
handrailis

required
to

extend
notless

than
300

m
m

horizontally
pastthe

top
and

bottom
of

stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
2

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

2
4

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

2
4

2
4

9.8.8.2.
M

inim
um

heightofguards
to

be
increased

to
a

m
inim

um
of1070

m
m

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
2

5

D
oors

in
a

m
eans

ofegress

9.9.6.2.
D

oors
notperm

itted
to

reduce
w

idth
ofexitcorridors

by
m

ore
than

100
m

m
and

other
exitfacilities

by
m

ore
than

50
m

m
.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.9.6.4.
E

xitdoors
to

be
notless

than
810

m
m

w
ide

and
2030

m
m

high.Proposed
2005

C
hange:C

hange
-

810
m

m
to

800
m

m
A

dd
-

1980
m

m
clear

heightunder
door

closers
etc.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
2

5
2

5

9.9.6.5.(4)
E

xitdoors
thatserve

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitare
required

to
sw

ing
in

the
direction

ofegress
(i.e.

outw
ard).

2
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
2

5
2

5
3

7
3

7
3

7
2

5
2

5

E
gress

9.9.9.1.
W

here
a

dw
elling

unitis
located

above
another

dw
elling

unit,m
axim

um
traveldistance

one
storey.

E
xceptions

apply.
4

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

2
7

0
3

11
3

11
3

11
2

7
2

7

9.9.9.2
(and

9.9.7.2)
T

T
w

o
m

eans
ofegress

required
w

here
a

dw
elling

unitopens
into

a
egress

feature
thatdoes

notprovide
tw

o
directions

ofegress
exceptw

here
egress

feature
is

notgreater
than

6
m

etres
in

length.
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

2
8

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

2
8

2
8

9.9.9.3.
A

dw
elling

unitis
required

to
be

served
by

a
second

m
eans

ofegress
w

here
the

egress
door

opens
onto:A

shared
exitstair,

shared
public,or

shared
exterior

passagew
ay

m
ore

than
1.5

m
etres

above
ground

level,
and

served
by

a
single

exitstairw
ay.

4
3

12
3

12
3

12
3

12
2

8
3

12
3

12
3

12
3

12
2

8
2

8

G
eneralsafety

w
ithin

a
m

eans
ofegress

9.8.9.3.
Spacing

ofw
ood

stair
stringers

to
be

reduced
to

600
m

m
w

hen
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
2

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

0
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6

9.8.9.5.(2)
Stair

treads
and

landings
thatserve

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitare
required

to
be

provided
w

ith
slip

resistance
finish

or
strips.

2
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
3

7
0

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

9.9.5.9.
A

ncillary
room

s,such
as

a
laundry

or
storage

room
are

notperm
itted

to
open

onto
an

exit.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.9.10.1.
E

xitsignage
is

required
in

exits
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitw
here

the
building

is
three

storeys
in

building
height.

2
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
2

4
0

3
6

3
6

3
6

2
4

2
4

9.9.11.2.
L

ighting
is

required
in

exits
and

public
corridors

to
an

average
levelofnotless

than
50

lux
atfloor

level.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.9.11.3.
E

m
ergency

lighting
independentofthe

electricalsupply
for

the
building

and
thatis

autom
atically

actuated
for

a
period

ofnotless
than

30
m

inutes
is

required
in

exits
and

public
corridors.

2
3

7
3

7
2

5
3

7
3

7
0

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
231

227
229

231
191

154
231

231
231

191
191

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

0.8
0.7

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.8

0.8

F
IR

E
SE

P
A

R
A

T
IO

N
S

(C
O

M
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
A

T
IO

N
)

F
ire

resistance
ratings

ofm
aterials,assem

bly
or

structuralm
em

bers

9.9.4.2.(1)
and

(2)
E

xits
to

be
fire

separated
w

ith
m

inim
um

45
m

inute
fire

resistance
rating

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
2

7
1

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
2

7
2

7

9.10.9.15.(1)
Public

corridors
to

be
fire

separated
w

ith
m

inim
um

45
m

inute
fire

resistance
rating.

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
2

7
1

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
2

7
2

7

9.10.9.14.
Suites

to
be

fire
separated

from
adjacentareas

by
45

m
inute

fire
resistance

rating.
W

here
dw

elling
unit

contains
2

or
m

ore
storeys

1
hour

fire
resistance

rating
required.

4
3

12
3

12
3

12
3

12
2

8
1

4
3

12
3

12
3

12
2

8
2

8

9.10.8.3.
L

oad
bearing

m
em

bers
to

have
a

fire
resistance

rating
ofthe

supported
assem

bly.
4

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

2
7

1
4

3
11

3
11

3
11

2
7

2
7

9.10.8.7.
E

xterior
m

eans
ofegress

to
have

a
45

m
inute

fire
rating

or
be

noncom
bustible

construction,w
here

dw
elling

unitis
located

above
or

below
another

dw
elling

unit.
3

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

1
3

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

9.10.10.4.
Fuel-fired

appliance
serving

both
dw

elling
units,to

be
located

in
a

service
room

w
ith

a
1

hour
fire

resistance
rating.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
1

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10

9.10.11.2.
W

here
a

building
has

a
dw

elling
unitabove

another
dw

elling
unitw

allon
property

line
to

be
a

firew
all.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
1

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
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C
ode

R
eference

A
ssigned

W
eighting

N
B

C
P

erform
ance

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
O

natrio
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

A
lberta

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
Q

uebec
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

B
ritish

C
olum

bia
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

P
rince

E
dw

ard
Island

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
V

ancouver
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

M
ontreal

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

askatoon
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

S
urrey

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

idney
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

P
rotection

ofopenings
and

penerations
through

fire
separations

9.10.9.6.(7)
C

om
bustible

w
ater

distribution
piping

notm
ore

than
30

m
m

in
diam

eter
is

perm
itted

to
penetrate

a
verticalfire

separation
provided

the
piping

is
sealed

atthe
separation

by
a

firestop
system

.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.10.9.7.(2)
C

om
bustible

drain
w

aste
and

ventpiping
perm

itted
to

penetrate
fire

separation
provided

sealed
by

a
firestop

system
.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

2
6

2
6

9.10.9.7.(5)
and

(6)
C

om
bustible

drain
w

aste
and

ventpiping
perm

itted
on

only
one

side
ofverticaland

horizontalfire
separation.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

2
6

2
6

9.10.9.18
E

xhaustducts
perm

itted
to

both
dw

elling
units

provided
in

a
verticalservice

space
and

fan
near

exhaust
outlet.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
3

9
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.10.9.19.
A

centralvacuum
system

is
notperm

itted
to

serve
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
0

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

9.10.13.13
W

ith
exceptions,ducts

through
fire

to
be

equipped
w

ith
fire

dam
per.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
2

7
0

3
10

3
10

3
10

2
7

2
7

9.10.15.2.
Fire

stops
in

w
allassem

blies
ateach

floor
level.

E
xceptions

apply.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.10.9.16.(2)
A

garage
to

be
1

hour
fire

separated
from

the
dw

elling
unitthatitdoes

notserve.
3

3
10

0
3

10
3

10
3

10
0

3
10

3
10

3
10

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
144

135
144

141
120

24
144

144
144

111
111

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
0.9

1.0
1.0

0.8
0.2

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.8

0.8

F
IR

E
D

E
T

E
C

T
IO

N

9.10.18.1.
H

ard
w

ired
sm

oke
alarm

s
required

in
each

dw
elling

unit.
T

o
be

interconnected
w

ithin
the

dw
elling

unit.
5

3
15

3
15

3
15

3
15

4
20

3
15

3
15

3
15

3
15

4
20

4
20

V
ancouver

-
new

buildingds
are

required
to

be
equipped

w
ith

a
sprinkler

system
5

5
25

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
15

15
15

15
20

15
40

15
15

20
20

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.3
1.0

2.7
1.0

1.0
1.3

1.3

L
IV

E
A

B
IL

IT
Y

9.5.3.1.
M

inim
um

floor
to

ceiling
heights

ranging
from

2100
m

m
to

2300
m

m
.Proposed

2005
C

hange:G
enerally

reduced
to

2100
m

m
2

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

2
5

0
2

5
3

7
3

7
2

5
2

5

9.7.1.2.(1)
M

inim
um

exterior
glazing

areas
for

specific
room

s.Proposed
2005

C
hange:D

elete.
2

3
5

3
5

3
5

3
5

2
3

0
3

5
3

5
3

5
2

3
2

3

9.14.6.3.
W

indow
-w

ells
are

required
to

be
drained

to
the

footing
levelor

other
suitable

location.
3

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

0
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8

9.11.2.1.
D

w
elling

units
to

be
separated

from
other

areas
by

construction
providing

a
sound

transm
ission

rating
ofat

least50.
2

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

1
2

0
3

7
3

7
3

7
1

2
1

2

9.31.4.1.
A

kitchen
sink,lavatory,bathtub

or
show

er
stalland

w
ater

closetis
required

to
be

provided
in

each
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.31.4.2.
L

aundry
facilities

or
a

space
for

such
required

in
each

dw
elling

unitor
elsew

here
assessable

to
occupants

ofeach
dw

elling
unit.Proposed

2005
C

hange:
D

elete.
2

3
5

3
5

3
5

3
5

0
0

3
5

3
5

3
5

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
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21
21

21
11

0
21

21
21

11
11

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

0.5
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.5

0.5

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
SA

F
E

T
Y

9.6.8.1.,
9.6.8.9.

M
easures

required
to

secure
door

locking
on

doors
to

dw
elling

units
and

betw
een

dw
elling

units
and

attached
garages.

2
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
0

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

9.7.1.6.(2)
W

here
located

above
another

dw
elling

unit,openable
w

indow
s

located
less

than
450

m
m

above
floor

level
and

1800
m

m
above

the
ground,required

to
be

protected
by

guard
or

m
echanism

to
controlw

idth
of

unprotected
opening.

2
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
0

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

3
6

9.10.16.
IFlam

e
spread

ratings
ofceiling

and
w

allsurface
finishes

in
exits

and
public

corridors
lim

ited.
R

equirem
ents

vary
w

here
building

is
sprinklered.
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3
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3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.8.9.1.
Proposed

2005
C

hange:
A

dd
-

Stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitto
be

designed
4.8kPa

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
22

22
22

22
22

9
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22
22

22
22

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.4

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

E
L

E
C

T
R

IC
A

L
SA

F
E

T
Y

9.34.1.1.
E

lectricalfacilities
to

m
eetrequirem

ents
ofthe

appropriate
provincial,territorialor

m
unicipallegislation

or
the

C
anadian

E
lectricalC

ode.
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

0
3

12
3

12
3

12
3

12
3

12

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
12

12
12

12
12

0
12

12
12

12
12

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

V
E

N
T

IL
A

T
IO

N

9.32.1.1.
M

echanicalventilation
to

serve
only

one
dw

elling
unitor

be
designed

to
Part6.Proposed

2005
C

hange:
R

esidentialoccupancies
to

be
designed

to
9.32,other

occupancies
to

Part6.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.33.1.1.
H

eating
and

air
conditioning

system
s,including

provisions
for

com
bustion

air,are
required

to
serve

only
one

dw
elling

unitor
to

be
designed

to
Part6.
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8
3

8
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8
3

8
3

8
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3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

9.32.3.9.
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2005
C

hange:A
dd

-
C

arbon
m

onoxide
detectors

are
required

to
be

installed
in

buildings
that

contain
a

fuel-burning
appliance

or
a

garage.
4

0
3

11
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
17

28
17

17
17

0
17

17
17

17
17

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.7

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

F
IR

E
D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
A

C
C

E
SS

9.10.19.1.
W

here
one

dw
elling

unitlocated
above

another
dw

elling
unit,w

indow
s

required
for

fire
fighting

access
on

the
second

and
third

storeys.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.10.19.2.
A

ccess
to

basem
entrequired

w
here

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unitand

greater
than

25
m

in
length.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
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18

0
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Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

F
IR

E
E

X
P

O
SU

R
E

9.9.4.4.
U

nenclosed
thatprovide

the
only

m
eans

ofegress
to

be
protected

from
openings

in
another

dw
elling.

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
0

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

9.9.4.5.
9.9.4.6.

O
penings

in
exterior

w
allofexitor

adjacentdw
elling

unitto
be

protected
to

preventfire
exposure

to
the

exit.
4

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

0
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11

9.10.12.4.
O

penings
in

exterior
w

alls
ofadjacentdw

elling
units

to
be

separated
by

a
m

inim
um

of1.2
m

etres
fire

rated
construction.
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3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
0

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

9.10.12.5.
Soffitspaning

tw
o

dw
elling

units
to

be
firestopped,or

building
sprinklered.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.10.14.12.(2)
E

xceptions
relating

to
construction

ofan
exposing

building
face

(fire
resistance

rating,type
ofconstruction

and
cladding)

for
a

single
fam

ily
house

m
ay

notapply.
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3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

2
5

0
3
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3
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3
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2
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5
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W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
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46
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R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
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S
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9.7.1.3.
B

edroom
w

indow
,door

to
exterior

or
sprinkler

protection
Proposed

2005
C

hange:A
dd

-
T

he
w

indow
to

m
aintain

the
required

opening
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

0
0

3
12

3
12

3
12

9.7.1.4
M

aintain
550

m
m

clearance
atw

indow
-w

ell.
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

0
0

0
0

3
12

0
0

Proposed
2005

C
hange:A

dd
-

protective
cover

over
w

indow
w

ellto
a

w
indow

to
be

openable
from

the
inside

w
ithoutthe

use
ofkeys,tools

or
specialknow

ledge.

9.8.3.1.
M

inim
um

run
increased

from
210

m
m

to
230

m
m

and
m

inim
um

tread
from

235
m

m
to

250
m

m
for

stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
2

3
6

2
4

3
6

2
4

3
6

3
6

2
4

0
3

6
3

6
3

6

9.8.3.3.
Stair

w
idth

to
be

increased
from

860
m

m
to

notless
than

900
m

m
w

hen
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
3

3
8

2
5

2
5

2
5

2
5

3
8

0
2

5
3

8
2

5
2

5

9.8.3.4.
M

inim
um

headroom
for

stairs
to

be
increased

from
1.95

m
etres

to
2.05

m
etres

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.
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3

7
2

5
3

7
2

5
3

7
3

7
2

5
2

5
3

7
3

7
3
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9.8.4.1.
L

andings
dim
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required

to
increased

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit
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3
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5
3

8
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5
2

5
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5
0

0
3

8
2

5
2

5

9.8.4.2.
A

landing
is

required
atthe

top
and

bottom
ofallstairs

thatserve
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

10
2

7
3
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2

7
3
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0

0
0

3
10

3
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3
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9.8.4.4.
M

inim
um

clear
heightover

landings
increased

from
1.95

m
etres

to
2.05

m
etres

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.
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0
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3
7
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7

9.9.2.7.
Proposed

2005
C
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-
O

ne
door

atprincipalentrance
to

be
designed

as
an

exitw
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3

9.9.3.2.
E

xceptfor
doors

and
corridors

the
w

idth
ofevery

exitfacility
is

required
to

be
a

m
inim

um
of900

m
m

.
3

3
9

2
6

2
6

3
9

2
6

3
9
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0

3
9

2
6

2
6

9.9.3.3.
Public

corridors
and

exitcorridors
are

required
to

have
a

m
inim

um
w

idth
of1100

m
m

.
3

3
8

2
5

3
8

2
5

2
5

2
5
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0

3
8

2
5

2
5

9.9.3.4.(1)
E

xceptfor
doors

and
stairs,the

headroom
clearance

in
exits

and
access

to
exits

is
to

be
2.1

m
etres.

3
3

8
2

5
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
0

0
3

8
3

8
3

8

H
andrails

and
G

uards

9.8.7.1.
H

andrails
required

for
allstairs

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.
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2

7
3
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2

7
2

7
3
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3

10
0

3
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2
7

2
7

9.8.7.2.
O

ne
handrailto

be
continuous

for
stairs

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

9
2

6
3

9
2

6
2

6
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
2

6

9.8.7.3.
A

tleastone
handrailis

required
to

extend
notless

than
300

m
m

horizontally
pastthe

top
and

bottom
of

stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
2

3
6

1
2

3
6

2
4

2
4

3
6

3
6

0
3

6
2

4
2

4

9.8.8.2.
M

inim
um

heightofguards
to

be
increased

to
a

m
inim

um
of1070

m
m

w
hen

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.
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8
2

5
3

8
2

5
2

5
2

5
3

8
0

3
8

2
5

2
5

D
oors

in
a

m
eans

ofegress

9.9.6.2.
D

oors
notperm

itted
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reduce
w

idth
ofexitcorridors

by
m

ore
than

100
m

m
and

other
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by
m

ore
than

50
m

m
.
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3
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3
9

3
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3
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3
9

9.9.6.4.
E

xitdoors
to

be
notless

than
810

m
m

w
ide

and
2030

m
m

high.Proposed
2005

C
hange:C

hange
-

810
m

m
to

800
m

m
A

dd
-
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m

m
clear

heightunder
door

closers
etc.
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8
2
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3

8
2
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2
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2

5
2

5

9.9.6.5.(4)
E

xitdoors
thatserve

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitare
required

to
sw

ing
in

the
direction

ofegress
(i.e.

outw
ard).
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7
1

2
1
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2
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5
0

1
2

3
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5

E
gress

9.9.9.1.
W

here
a

dw
elling

unitis
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above
another

dw
elling

unit,m
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um
traveldistance

one
storey.

E
xceptions

apply.
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3
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3
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3
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2
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2
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2

7

9.9.9.2
(and
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T

T
w

o
m

eans
ofegress

required
w

here
a

dw
elling

unitopens
into

a
egress

feature
thatdoes

notprovide
tw

o
directions

ofegress
exceptw

here
egress

feature
is

notgreater
than

6
m

etres
in

length.
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3
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2
8

2
8

3
12

2
8

3
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3
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2
8

3
12

2
8

2
8

9.9.9.3.
A

dw
elling

unitis
required

to
be

served
by

a
second

m
eans

ofegress
w

here
the

egress
door

opens
onto:A

shared
exitstair,

shared
public,or

shared
exterior

passagew
ay

m
ore

than
1.5

m
etres

above
ground

level,
and

served
by

a
single

exitstairw
ay.

4
3
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2

8
3

12
3

12
2

8
3
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0

2
8

3
12

2
8

2
8

G
eneralsafety

w
ithin

a
m

eans
ofegress

9.8.9.3.
Spacing

ofw
ood

stair
stringers

to
be

reduced
to

600
m

m
w

hen
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unit.
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3
6

3
6

3
6
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4

3
6

0
0

0
3

6
3

6
3

6

9.8.9.5.(2)
Stair

treads
and

landings
thatserve

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitare
required

to
be

provided
w

ith
slip

resistance
finish

or
strips.

2
3

7
2

5
3

7
2

5
3

7
0

3
7

0
3

7
3

7
3

7

9.9.5.9.
A

ncillary
room

s,such
as

a
laundry

or
storage

room
are

notperm
itted

to
open

onto
an

exit.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
0

0
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.9.10.1.
E

xitsignage
is

required
in

exits
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitw
here

the
building

is
three

storeys
in

building
height.
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1
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2
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0

0
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3
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2
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2

4

9.9.11.2.
L

ighting
is

required
in

exits
and

public
corridors

to
an

average
levelofnotless

than
50

lux
atfloor

level.
3

3
9

2
6

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.9.11.3.
E

m
ergency

lighting
independentofthe

electricalsupply
for

the
building

and
thatis

autom
atically

actuated
for

a
period

ofnotless
than

30
m

inutes
is

required
in

exits
and

public
corridors.
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3
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7
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ance
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otal
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F
ire

resistance
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em
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9.9.4.2.(1)
and

(2)
E
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w
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m
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um

45
m
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fire

resistance
rating

4
3

11
2

7
3

11
3

11
2

7
1

4
1

4
2

7
3

11
2

7
2

7

9.10.9.15.(1)
Public

corridors
to

be
fire

separated
w

ith
m

inim
um

45
m

inute
fire

resistance
rating.

4
3

11
2

7
3

11
3

11
2

7
1

4
1

4
2

7
3

11
2

7
2

7

9.10.9.14.
Suites

to
be

fire
separated

from
adjacentareas

by
45

m
inute

fire
resistance

rating.
W

here
dw

elling
unit

contains
2

or
m

ore
storeys

1
hour

fire
resistance

rating
required.

4
3

12
2

8
3

12
3

12
2

8
1

4
1

4
2

8
3

12
2

8
2

8

9.10.8.3.
L

oad
bearing

m
em

bers
to

have
a

fire
resistance

rating
ofthe

supported
assem

bly.
4

3
11

2
7

3
11

3
11

2
7

1
4

0
0

3
11

2
7

2
7

9.10.8.7.
E

xterior
m

eans
ofegress

to
have

a
45

m
inute

fire
rating

or
be

noncom
bustible

construction,w
here

dw
elling

unitis
located

above
or

below
another

dw
elling

unit.
3

3
10

0
3

10
3

10
3

10
1

3
0

0
3

10
3

10
3

10

9.10.10.4.
Fuel-fired

appliance
serving

both
dw

elling
units,to

be
located

in
a

service
room

w
ith

a
1

hour
fire

resistance
rating.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
1

3
0

1
3

3
10

3
10

3
10

9.10.11.2.
W

here
a

building
has

a
dw

elling
unitabove

another
dw

elling
unitw

allon
property

line
to

be
a

firew
all.

3
3

8
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
1

3
0

0
3

8
3

8
3

8



C
ode

R
equirem

ents
and

C
osts

ofIncorporating
A

ccessory
A

partm
ents

in
H

ouses
P

age
2

T
able

D
-2.

P
erform

ance
C

om
parison

in
E

xisting
B

uildings
P

erform
ance

C
om

parison
E

xisting
C

onstruction
P

age
2

C
ode

R
eference

E
X

IS
T

IN
G

C
O

N
S

T
R

U
C

T
IO

N
A

ssigned
W

eighting
N

B
C

P
erform

ance
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

O
natrio

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
Q

uebec
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

N
ove

S
cotia

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
B

ritish
C

olum
bia

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
P

rince
E

dw
ard

Island

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
V

ancouver
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

M
ontreal

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

askatoon
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

S
urrey

W
eighted

P
erform

ance
S

idney
W

eighted
P

erform
ance

P
rotection

ofopenings
and

penerations
through

fire
separations

9.10.9.6.(7)

C
om

bustible
w

ater
distribution

piping
notm

ore
than

30
m

m
in

diam
eter

is
perm

itted
to

penetrate
a

verticalfire
separation

provided
the

piping
is

sealed
atthe

separation
by

a
firestop

system
.

3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
2

6
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.10.9.7.(2)
C

om
bustible

drain
w

aste
and

ventpiping
perm

itted
to

penetrate
fire

separation
provided

sealed
by

a
firestop

system
.

3
3

9
2

6
3

9
3

9
2

6
0

2
6

0
3

9
2

6
2

6

9.10.9.7.(5)
and

(6)
C

om
bustible

drain
w

aste
and

ventpiping
perm

itted
on

only
one

side
ofverticaland

horizontalfire
separation.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
0

2
6

0
3

9
2

6
2

6

9.10.9.18
E

xhaustducts
perm

itted
to

both
dw

elling
units

provided
in

a
verticalservice

space
and

fan
near

exhaust
outlet.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

0
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.10.9.19.
A

centralvacuum
system

is
notperm

itted
to

serve
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
0

0
0

3
8

3
8

3
8

9.10.13.13
W

ith
exceptions,ducts

through
fire

to
be

equipped
w

ith
fire

dam
per.

3
3

10
1

3
3

10
3

10
2

7
0

1
3

0
3

10
2

7
2

7

9.10.15.2.
Fire

stops
in

w
allassem

blies
ateach

floor
level.

E
xceptions

apply.
3

3
9

2
6

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
0

0
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.10.9.16.(2)
A

garage
to

be
1

hour
fire

separated
from

the
dw

elling
unitthatitdoes

notserve.
3

3
10

3
10

3
10

3
10

0
0

0
0

3
10

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
144

104
144

144
111

24
32

26
144

111
111

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
0.7

1.0
1.0

0.8
0.2

0.2
0.2

1.0
0.8

0.8

F
IR

E
D

E
T

E
C

T
IO

N

9.10.18.1.
H

ard
w

ired
sm

oke
alarm

s
required

in
each

dw
elling

unit.
T

o
be

interconnected
w

ithin
the

dw
elling

unit.
5

3
15

2
10

3
15

3
15

4
20

2
10

3
15

1
5

3
15

4
20

4
20

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
15

10
15

15
20

10
15

5
15

20
20

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
0.7

1.0
1.0

1.3
0.7

1.0
0.3

1.0
1.3

1.3

L
IV

E
A

B
IL

IT
Y

9.5.3.1.
M

inim
um

floor
to

ceiling
heights

ranging
from

2100
m

m
to

2300
m

m
.Proposed

2005
C

hange:G
enerally

reduced
to

2100
m

m
2

3
7

2
5

3
7

1
2

2
5

0
0

2
5

3
7

2
5

2
5

9.7.1.2.(1)
M

inim
um

exterior
glazing

areas
for

specific
room

s.Proposed
2005

C
hange:D

elete.
2

3
5

2
3

3
5

3
5

2
3

0
0

0
3

5
2

3
2

3

9.14.6.3.
W

indow
-w

ells
are

required
to

be
drained

to
the

footing
levelor

other
suitable

location.
3

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

3
8

0
0

0
3

8
3

8
3

8

9.11.2.1.
D

w
elling

units
to

be
separated

from
other

areas
by

construction
providing

a
sound

transm
ission

rating
ofat

least50.
2

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

1
2

0
0

0
3

7
1

2
1

2

9.31.4.1.
A

kitchen
sink,lavatory,bathtub

or
show

er
stalland

w
ater

closetis
required

to
be

provided
in

each
dw

elling
unit.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

0
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.31.4.2.
L

aundry
facilities

or
a

space
for

such
required

in
each

dw
elling

unitor
elsew

here
assessable

to
occupants

ofeach
dw

elling
unit.Proposed

2005
C

hange:
D

elete.
2

3
5

3
5

3
5

3
5

0
0

0
0

3
5

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
21

21
21

21
11

0
0

0
21

11
11

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

0.5
0.0

0.0
0.0

1.0
0.5

0.5

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
SA

F
E

T
Y

9.6.8.1.,
9.6.8.9.

M
easures

required
to

secure
door

locking
on

doors
to

dw
elling

units
and

betw
een

dw
elling

units
and

attached
garages.

2
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
0

0
0

3
6

3
6

3
6

9.7.1.6.(2)
W

here
located

above
another

dw
elling

unit,openable
w

indow
s

located
less

than
450

m
m

above
floor

level
and

1800
m

m
above

the
ground,required

to
be

protected
by

guard
or

m
echanism

to
controlw

idth
of

unprotected
opening.

2
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
3

6
0

0
0

3
6

3
6

3
6

9.10.16.
IFlam

e
spread

ratings
ofceiling

and
w

allsurface
finishes

in
exits

and
public

corridors
lim

ited.
R

equirem
ents

vary
w

here
building

is
sprinklered.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
2

6
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9

9.8.9.1.
Proposed

2005
C

hange:
A

dd
-

Stairs
serving

m
ore

than
one

dw
elling

unitto
be

designed
4.8kPa

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
22

22
22

22
22

9
6

9
22

22
22

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.4

0.3
0.4

1.0
1.0

1.0

E
L

E
C

T
R

IC
A

L
SA

F
E

T
Y

9.34.1.1.
E

lectricalfacilities
to

m
eetrequirem

ents
ofthe

appropriate
provincial,territorialor

m
unicipallegislation

or
the

C
anadian

E
lectricalC

ode.
4

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

3
12

0
0

0
3

12
3

12
3

12

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
12

12
12

12
12

0
0

0
12

12
12

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

9.32.1.1.
M

echanicalventilation
to

serve
only

one
dw

elling
unitor

be
designed

to
Part6.Proposed

2005
C

hange:
R

esidentialoccupancies
to

be
designed

to
9.32,other

occupancies
to

Part6.
3

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

3
9

0
1

3
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.33.1.1.
H

eating
and

air
conditioning

system
s,including

provisions
for

com
bustion

air,are
required

to
serve

only
one

dw
elling

unitor
to

be
designed

to
Part6.

3
3

8
2

5
3

8
3

8
3

8
0

0
0

3
8

3
8

3
8

9.32.3.9.
Proposed

2005
C

hange:A
dd

-
C

arbon
m

onoxide
detectors

are
required

to
be

installed
in

buildings
that

contain
a

fuel-burning
appliance

or
a

garage.
4

0
3

11
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
17

26
17

17
17

0
3

0
17

17
17

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.5

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

0.2
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

F
IR

E
D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
A

C
C

E
SS

9.10.19.1.
W

here
one

dw
elling

unitlocated
above

another
dw

elling
unit,w

indow
s

required
for

fire
fighting

access
on

the
second

and
third

storeys.
3

3
8

2
5

3
8

3
8

3
8

0
0

0
3

8
3

8
3

8

9.10.19.2.
A

ccess
to

basem
entrequired

w
here

serving
m

ore
than

one
dw

elling
unitand

greater
than

25
m

in
length.

3
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
0

0
0

3
8

3
8

3
8

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
16

14
16

16
16

0
0

0
16

16
16

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
0.8

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

0.0
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0

F
IR

E
E

X
P

O
SU

R
E

9.9.4.4.
U

nenclosed
thatprovide

the
only

m
eans

ofegress
to

be
protected

from
openings

in
another

dw
elling.

4
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
3

11
0

1
4

0
3

11
3

11
3

11

9.9.4.5.
9.9.4.6.

O
penings

in
exterior

w
allofexitor

adjacentdw
elling

unitto
be

protected
to

preventfire
exposure

to
the

exit.
4

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

3
11

0
1

4
0

3
11

3
11

3
11

9.10.12.4.
O

penings
in

exterior
w

alls
ofadjacentdw

elling
units

to
be

separated
by

a
m

inim
um

of1.2
m

etres
fire

rated
construction.

3
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
3

10
0

0
0

3
10

3
10

3
10

9.10.12.5.
Soffitspaning

tw
o

dw
elling

units
to

be
firestopped,or

building
sprinklered.

3
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
3

9
0

0
0

3
9

3
9

3
9

9.10.14.12.(2)
E

xceptions
relating

to
construction

ofan
exposing

building
face

(fire
resistance

rating,type
ofconstruction

and
cladding)

for
a

single
fam

ily
house

m
ay

notapply.
2

3
7

3
7

3
7

3
7

2
5

0
2

5
0

3
7

2
5

2
5

K
ey

Issue
W

eighted
Perform

ance
T

otal
49

49
49

49
46

0
12

0
49

46
46

Perform
ance

R
ating

1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
0.0

0.3
0.0

1.0
1.0

1.0
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ed

for
the

kitchen
and

bath.
T
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costof

the
kitchen

includes
countertop

and
cupboards.

P
lum

bing
is

included
in

the
costs.

A
ppliances

are
notincluded

in
the

costof
the

kitchen.
C

osts
notconsidered

for
com

parison
in

report.
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and
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ately
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inal.
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is
betw

een
890

m
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and
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m
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depending
upon

the
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easured.

T
his

is
considered
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m

eetthe
C

ode
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ent.
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due
to
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installation.
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the
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are
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in
the

costof
the
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Visit our website at www.cmhc.ca




