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She maintains that it wasn’t an easy road, 
and that she still faces serious challenges  
on a consistent basis. «There’s just no giving 
up when you run your own business,»  
she affirms. «There’s simply too much  
on the line.»

As for what lies ahead, she plans on placing 
more emphasis on the company’s website 
(www.tammybeauvais.com) so she can 
spend a bit less time on the road, and more  
time designing new clothing. We look 
forward to seeing how her innovative ideas 
will propel her already successful company 
to even greater heights.

Nearly 12 years ago, Tammy began 
designing and manufacturing clothing 
and accessories centred around Native 
symbols and art. Based out of the 
community of Kahnawake in Quebec, 
her company, Tammy Beauvais Designs, 
originally focused on Mohawk symbols,  
but over the years she’s incorporated 
different elements from Aboriginal 
communities from across the continent.

In a way, her exploration of various 
cultures symbolyzes her attempt to bring 
her fashion designs to a more mainstream 
audience. To reach this audience, she takes 
her work all across Canada and the United 
States, and attends close to 40 events per 
year. From pow-wows, to conferences, 
to Native themed trade shows, Tammy 
simply tries to put herself in the middle  
of it all.

It was actually this desire to be in the thick 
of things that originally led her to BDC:

«I had always wanted to start a traditional 
Native clothing line, and one day when I was  
living in Manitoba, I happened to find a BDC  
flyer for a seminar on how to start a small  
business. From there, I learned my essentials,  
like how to write a business plan, and this 
provided me with a solid foundation to get 
me on my way.»

Despite its polished exterior, the 
business of fashion is as rough and 
tumble as they come. For Tammy 
Beauvais, this rings even more true, 
as she finds herself working out 
of an even more restricted niche: 
Aboriginal fashion.
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