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vitally important as states and citizens groups 
struggle to promote democratic institutions and 
human rights practices, as inspired by the Inter- 
national Bill of Human Rights. The challenges of 
defending the rights of women, indigenous peo- 1 New ~ocation ples, the poor and the marginalized in the con- 

T en years ago, on October 19,1990, the doors 
of the International Centre for Human 
Rights and Democratic Development official- 

ly opened. Created in 1988 by an Act of the Canadian 
Parliament, the Centre is an expression of the voice 
of Canadians. It is an independent institution 
that promotes and defends democracy and human 
rights around the world, free from the pressures 
of commercial and other extraneous interests. 

Ten years later, the cold war is over, the Berlin 
Warren Allmand, President Wall has fallen, and democracy is taking root in 

all regions of the world. Our mandate remains 

text af globalization are pressing. The experience 
we have gained, working with Canadians and 
international partners, positions us to take on 
with confidence and determination these new 
and complex challenges. 

For our 10th anniversary, we have decided to 
adopt a new look and a new location. We have 
changed our address to reduce administrative 
costs and, therefore, provide more money for our 
partners in the developing world. We have also 
decided to adopt a short name - Rights & Demo- 
cracy - to make it easier for our friends and part- 
ners to identlfy us. This short name continues to 
reflect the importance of linking human rights 
and democracy. Through a modified logo, we will 
demonstrate to our Canadian and international 
partners that we are indeed an expression of 
Canada's contribution to human rights and demo- 
cratic development world-wide. 

In this 10th Anniversary Edition of Libertas, 
we share some of the highlights of our work 
over the past 10 years (visit our web site at 
www.ichrdd.ca for more). We take this opportuni- 
ty to praise all the courageous human rights 
defenders who continue to speak out against 
gross violations of human rights, often at great 
personal risk, to ensure that human rights and 
democracy are universally upheld. 

b$d Rights &I Democracy 
lnternat~onal Centre for Human R~ghts 

\\ and Democratic Development 

Rights & Democracy is a Canadian organization with an international mandate. It works with civil 
society and governments in Canada and abroad to promote human rights and democratic devel- 
opment through dialogue, advocacy, capacity building and public education. It focuses on four 
themes: democratic development, women's rights, indigenous peoples' rights, and globalization 
and human rights. 
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