
 
S t. Clair River Report Released 
The International Upper Great 
Lakes Study released its final 
report, Impacts on Upper 
Great Lakes Water Levels: St. 
Clair River, on December 15, 
2009. The final report 
incorporates changes made in 
response to comments 
received through the public 
and peer review processes, 
and the results of additional 
research carried out after the 
draft report was released 
earlier in 2009. 

The report is currently 
available for viewing on-line 
on the Study’s Web site at: 
http://www.iugls.org/.  
Printed copies of the report 
are also available. To request 
a copy of the St. Clair River 
. 

report, please contact the 
Study’s office by phone at 
(613) 995-9611, by e-mail at 
info@iugls.org, or by writing:  
IUGLS  
234 Laurier Ave. W.  
22nd Floor 
Ottawa, ON  
K1P 6K6 

Water Level Update 
Daily water levels on lakes 
Superior and Michigan-Huron 
fell 6 and 8 cm, respectively, 
during December as these 
lakes continued their annual 
seasonal decline. The Lake 
Superior level fell 2 cm less 
than its average decline for the 
month, while Lakes Michigan-
Huron fell 4 cm more than 
average. 

As indicated in the water 
level information table 
provided below, levels on 
lakes Superior and Michigan-
Huron are below their 
respective long-term averages 
for this time of year. Levels on 
both these lakes are higher, 
however, than they were at the 
same time last year. Also 
notable, Lakes Michigan-
Huron began 2010 more than 
50 cm higher than it was two 
years ago at the beginning of 
2008. In that year, the level of 
Lakes Michigan-Huron was 
only 6 cm higher than the 
record low recorded in 1965 
for the beginning of January. 

Daily levels on Lake Erie 
increased 1 cm during 
(continued on next page)
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Great Lakes Water Level Information 

 
 December 2009 Monthly Mean Level Beginning-of-January 2010 Level 

Lake 
 

Compared to 
Monthly Average 

(1918-2008) 

Compared to 
 One Year Ago 

Compared to 
Beginning-of-Month 

Average 
(1918-2008) 

Compared to 
 One Year Ago 

Superior 11 cm below 11 cm above  9 cm below 12 cm above 

Michigan-Huron 12 cm below 25 cm above 14 cm below 17 cm above 

St. Clair  4 cm below  6 cm above  1 cm below 16 cm below 

Erie  5 cm above  7 cm above  4 cm above  2 cm below 

Ontario  4 cm below  6 cm below  4 cm below 20 cm below 



December. On average, 
Lake Erie’s level increases 
by 2 cm during the month.  
Daily levels on Lake Ontario 
increased by 3 cm; the 
average December increase 
is 1 cm. As indicated in the 
water level information table, 
Lake Erie began 2010 a few 
centimetres above average, 
while Lake Ontario started 
the year a few centimetres 
below average. While Lake 
Erie began 2010 just 2 cm 
lower than it was at the 
beginning of 2009, Lake 
Ontario began the year 
20 cm lower than it was at 
the beginning of last year. 

Six-Month Forecast 
For a complete range of 
probable water levels over 
the next six months on each 
of the Great Lakes and on 
Lake St. Clair, please refer 
to the December 2009 
edition of the Monthly Water 

Level Bulletin found at: 
http://www.waterlevels. 
gc.ca/C&A/tidal_e.html. 

Although water levels are 
likely to fall somewhere 
within the probable ranges 
provided, what actually 
happens will depend on the 
water supply conditions over 
the next few months. To 
track water levels on the 
lakes as they change from 
day to day, please visit the 
Water Levels and Related 
Great Lakes Data page on 
the Web at: 
www.on.ec.gc.ca/ 
water/levels/intro.html. 
Once there, follow the links 
provided under the “Current 
and Recent Water Level 
Data” heading. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Chuck Southam 
Boundary Water Issues Unit, 
MSC Operations Ontario 
Environment Canada 
P.O. Box 5050 
Burlington, ON  L7R 4A6 
Tel. (905) 336-4955 
FAX: (905) 336-8901 
E-mail:  water.levels@ec.gc.ca 
http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/greatlakes/ 
 

David Fay 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
Regulation Office 
MSC Operations Ontario 
Environment Canada 
111 Water Street East 
Cornwall, ON  K6H 6S2 
Tel. (613) 938-5725 
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Editor, Chuck Southam 
 
Aussi disponible en français 

December Precipitation over the Great Lakes * 
 
Great Lakes Basin 113% Lake Erie 114% 
Lake Superior 128% (including Lake St. Clair) 
Lakes Michigan-Huron 102% Lake Ontario 120% 
 
December Outflows from the Great Lakes * 
 
Lake Superior 88% Lake Erie 103% 
Lakes Huron 97% Lake Ontario 106% 
 
* As a percentage of the long-term December average. 
NOTE:  These figures are preliminary 


