
 
L ow Water Supply Hinders Monthly Lake Level Increase on the Great Lakes 
Last month, the water supplies 
to the Great Lakes basins were 
all below their April long-term 
averages. Supplies to the lakes 
Superior, Michigan-Huron and 
Ontario basins were particularly 
low, with that of Lake Superior 
potentially being a new record 
low for April. 

April is typically the month with 
the largest rise on the Great 
Lakes, but the generally low 
supplies this April prevented 
much of a rise on any of them. 
The level of Lake Superior 
declined by 2 cm last month, 
while on average it rises by 
7 cm each year in April. The 
level of Lakes Michigan-Huron 
rose by 1 cm in April, much 
less than the average April rise 
of 11 cm. The level of Lake 

St. Clair rose by 9 cm in the 
month, which is close to its 
annual average April rise of 
10 cm. Lake Erie’s level rose 
by 8 cm last month compared 
to its annual average April rise 
of 13 cm. On average, Lake 
Ontario’s level rises by 20 cm 
each April, but last month it 
rose by only 1 cm. This was 
due primarily to the lower-than-
average supplies to Lake 
Ontario. The lake’s outflow in 
April was also lower than 
average.  

Water Level Forecast 
For a complete range of 
forecasted water levels over 
the next six months on each 
of the Great Lakes and on 
Lake St. Clair, please refer to 
the April 2010 edition of the  

Monthly Water Level Bulletin 
found at: 
http://www.waterlevels.gc.ca/
C&A/tidal_e.html. 

Superior Board Public 
Meeting/Teleconference 
The International Lake Superior 
Board of Control (Board) invites 
the public to participate in a 
public meeting/teleconference 
during the evening of 
Wednesday, June 9, 2010. 
The purpose of the meeting is 
to provide information on the 
operations of the Board, 
current and forecasted water 
levels, and to receive public 
comment about local 
concerns related to water levels 
and flows for lakes Superior, 
Michigan and Huron.   
(continued on next page) 
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Great Lakes Water Level Information 

 
 April 2010 Monthly Mean Level Beginning-of-May 2010 Level 

Lake 
 

Compared to 
Monthly Average 

(1918-2009) 

Compared to 
 One Year Ago 

Compared to 
Beginning-of-Month 

Average 
(1918-2009) 

Compared to 
 One Year Ago 

Superior 18 cm below 4 cm below 25 cm below 14 cm below 

Michigan-Huron 29 cm below 9 cm below 34 cm below 18 cm below  

St. Clair 14 cm below 24 cm below 17 cm below 33 cm below 

Erie 13 cm below 33 cm below 15 cm below 34 cm below 

Ontario 22 cm below 46 cm below 32 cm below 53 cm below 



You may participate by 
calling toll-free  
1-877-413-4814 between 
6:45-6:55 p.m. EDT. Please 
enter the Participant PIN 
Code 3012748 (followed by 
the # key on your phone). 
Also, please provide your 
name. 

You can also join the 
teleconference at the local 
meeting site: 

Sault College 
Banquet Room L1120 
443 Northern Avenue, 
Sault Ste. Marie, ON 

You may download the 
meeting materials from the 
Board’s Web site: 
http://www.ijc.org/conseil_
board/superior_lake/en/sup
erior_home_accueil.htm. 

There will be a brief 
discussion period on-site 
from 6:45-7:00 p.m. EDT to 
determine local concerns. 
The Board presentation will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. EDT and 
will be heard by both site 
attendees and callers 
listening in by phone. 
Comments and questions will 
then be taken from callers 
and attendees.   

To help facilitate logistical 
arrangements, please RSVP 
to one of the Board 
secretaries below by June 4. 
Those who RSVP will be 
notified in advance of any 
updates or changes. Also, if 
you have specific questions 
that you would like 
addressed, please provide 
the pertinent information to 
the Board secretary with your 
RSVP. 

Any updates will be posted 
on June 7 on this site. 

Rob Caldwell, Secretary, 
Canadian Section 
International Lake Superior 
Board of Control 
111 Water Street, 
Cornwall, Ontario K6H 6S2 
(613) 938-5725 
Rob.Caldwell@ec.gc.ca 

 
 

John Kangas, Secretary,  
United States Section 
International Lake Superior 
Board of Control 
111 North Canal Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-7205 
(312) 353-4333 
john.w.kangas@usace.army.
mil

Get International Joint 
Commission News 
Automatically 
To receive International Joint 
Commission news releases, 
newsletters and 
announcements 
automatically via e-mail, you 
can subscribe to IJC-
Announce –- the 
International Joint 
Commission’s mass mailing 
list. To subscribe to this 
service, please visit the IJC-
Announce Web site at: 
http://mailman.ijc.org/mail 
man/listinfo/ijc-announce. 
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Chuck Southam 
Boundary Water Issues Unit, 
MSC Operations Ontario 
Environment Canada 
P.O. Box 5050 
Burlington, ON  L7R 4A6 
Tel. (905) 336-4955 
FAX: (905) 336-8901 
E-mail:  water.levels@ec.gc.ca 
 

David Fay 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
Regulation Office 
MSC Operations Ontario 
Environment Canada 
111 Water Street East 
Cornwall, ON  K6H 6S2 
Tel. (613) 938-5725 
 
 
LEVELnews/Info-NIVEAU is a 
publication of Boundary Waters Issues 
Unit, MSC Operations Ontario, 
Environment Canada. Contents may be 
reproduced without permission, but 
credit would be appreciated. 
Comments and inquiries are welcome. 
 
Editor, Chuck Southam 
 

 

Aussi disponible en français 

April Precipitation over the Great Lakes * 
 
Great Lakes Basin 74% Lake Erie 92% 
Lake Superior 64% Including Lake St. Clair) 
Lakes Michigan-Huron 80% Lake Ontario 41% 
 
April Outflows from the Great Lakes * 
 
Lake Superior 88% Lake Erie 101% 
Lake Huron 94% Lake Ontario 96% 
 
* As a percentage of the long-term April average. 
NOTE:  These figures are preliminary 
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