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= vi — Figure 12
Government  Gouvernement ’
of Canada du Cannda

e ow " BELUGA WHALE STUDY - DAILY RECORD HO:

-FISH AND MARIIE MAMMAL MANAGEMENT DIVISIOH

AREA: DATE:
FIELD WORKER/MONITOR:

A,

[HE HUIT:
WEATHER: SUNNY CLOUDY WINDY RAIN
WATER: RIPPLES (1-6 INCHES) ROUGH (1-2 FEET)
SMALL wAVES (%-1 FooT) STORM (OVER 2 FEET)
HUNTER NAaME(s):
COMMUNITY
TIME OUT OF CAMP . TIME RETURNED TO CAMP
DID SEE WHALES? YES NO 1F YES, HOW MANY?
HOW MANY WHALES STRUCK {(sHOT)? HOW MANY WHALES LANDED?
HOW MANY WHALES WOUNDED, LOST OR SUNK?
CALIBRE OF RIFLE? TOTAL NUMBER OF SHOTS FIRED?
GENERAL COMMENTS:
S il:
AMPLE INFORMATIO COLOR:
“STRAIGH] LINE FROM TIP OF SNOUT TO NOTCH BROWN GREY OR BLUISH
IN TAIL —— i s
WHITE WITH GREY ON FLUKE AND
FLIPPERS

———— ToTAL LENGTH

WHITE — YELLOW

IF FOOD PRESENT: MOSTLY FISH
MOSTLY SHRIMP OTHER:

STOMACH: _ _ FUulLL __ % FULL __EMPTY

FEET ___ INCHES
MALE FEMALE

IF_FEMAJE: WAS SHE WITH A NEWBORN CALF? YES NO
WAS SHE GIVING MILK? YES NO
WAS SHE PREGNANT? YES NO

IF PREGNANT, MEASURE LENGTH OF FETUS (UNBORN
CALF), FEET INCHES

SAMPLES TAKEN:

JAW (% OF LOWER JAW WITH TEETH)
TESTIS

UTERUS AND OVARIES

FETUS

STOMACH CONTENTS

OTHER:

NOTE: PLEASE INSURE THAT THE SAMPLE NUMBER ON THE SPECIMEN TAG IS THE SAME
NUMBER AS SHOWN ON THE TOP RIGHT OF THIS PAGE,



INTRODUCTION

This is the report of the Fishery Officers, Fisheries & Oceans,
Conservation & Protection Branch, Inuvik, N.W.T. 1981 is the
second consecutive year that the Conservation & Prqtect}on
Branch in Inuvik has supervised an oE%rvers' prggram on Ehe
belugas of the Beaufort Sea. Tﬁe beluga observer program
under the direction of Bob Moshenko, Head of Fish & Marine
Mammal Management was expanded in scope in 1981. The number
of observers was increased from 4 to 6 observers. The most
important change came with the begining of the collection

of biological samples & more detailed information collection.
The biological samples collected were lower jaw, testis,
uterius with ovaries, fetus & stomach contents. These samples
will begin the analysis of age structure, fecundity rates &
feeding habits of the belugas in the Mackenzie River estuary.

60% of all the belugas known to have been killed or 74% of

all landed whales had some biological samp}ihg done on them.

Overall the beluga hunt in 1981 was sucessful. The hunters
A

harvested all the belugas they needed, /,The observers were

able to cover the hunting area & collect the requested samples

& information.

The problems associated with the beluga harvest in the western
arctic that were surmised aefter the 1980 observer program have
begun to be documented by the 1981 program. Possible solutions

to these problems are suggested in this report.

The tables & figures are a composit/of observers reports,
diaries, observers final reports, Fisheries personnel's observations,

information as well as information from the general public.

Reference to the Island in Observers reports is to Henderikson

Island.



WHALE OBSERVING FROGRAM
PREPERATION
“he 19B1 Beluga Whale (Deiphinapterus leucas) obssrving program vas corducted in
¥ackenzie Estuary, during the sunmer whaling sezson. The ccmbined effort of

eries & Oceans and local hunters hirad as whale chservars
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Froduced the reguested information on the Beliga hunt in the Maclenzie Fstuary.

There were six local hunters hired as whzle observers, two each ifrom Tuktovzktuk,

Invvik and £klavik.

™_
) I

The obssrvers were hired con a service contizct for the period of the hunt. e
ment was two thousand dollars esch for completion of the contract. EReing divided
in two parts; the initial payment was five hundred dollars, the remaing fifteen
hundred dollars was to be paid upon return of the record sheets, samples, diary

end final report to Fisheries & Oceans in Inuvik.

This year signing of coniracts was not staited until June 4th, which meant we had

to locate, and have the six observers coniacts signed before the week was over.

P ¢

We gathered names of people that way be interested in the progrem then began lock-

ing for them. Elijah Allan was a possible observer for Xendall Island. On June 4th

myself and Leonard Harry went to his camp in the.Délta with the enforcement vessel
the Okevik. Elijah was interested and signed the contract. On our way back tc
Inuvik we stopped at numerous fish camps, at one camp Alex Elanik expressed an
interest in the program. On June Sth 1981 we went to Tuktoyaktuk were we received

two signed contracts; one from Joseph Avik and one from Johr-h Carpenter.. On

. :

June 6th we went to Aklavik in the Okevik and received a si_ned contract from Coli

\ pa
Harry. Colin expressed that he would like #o work with Alex Elanik. Received signed

. - . v -
coentract from Alex Elanik on June 10th, when he came into Inuvik. celved 'signéd

contract from Billy Day On June 8th.

The first cheques were given to the observers on July 7th 1881 at the first mee ing
at Bird Camp. This was 6 days after the first two whales were landed at Running

River and Tuktoyaktuk. It is important that the observers receive the initial pay-
ment before the hunt begins so that the observers can purchase the supplies needed

-

for them to remain at’ the camps for the period of the hunt. An

1o
[wY}

eal time weuld be

the middie of June when the hunters are preparing for the hunt. Ferhaps

[
]
[

he

cenirscts vere signed in mid-Mzy this would ensure that the first cheque:z was received
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Tne okservers were responsi > for gathering information o he hunt, obtzianing bio-

gily diery,

sl
Ko

o .

logicel ==rvples, advising hunters on proper huniing ;ract{%ss, keeping

rreraring &2 final report on the hunt.

The informztion on the hunt and the sampling infoermaztion vwas recorded on daily record

sheets (figure ). Each Cbserver was given a mumber to facilitate identification on

1881 WHALE ORSERVER

(V5]

CBSIKVERS
SLMPLE OBSERVERS ARTA COMMUNITY
NUMBER (name) r
1 JOSEPH AVIK TUKTOEAKTUK TUKTOYAKTUK
2 JOHNAH CARPENTER TUKTOYAKTUK . _ TUKTOYAKTUK
3 BILLY DAY EAST WHITEFISH ™ - TNUVIK
L ELIJAH ALLAN KENDALL ISLAND . - -~ INUVIK/DELTA
5 ALEX ELANIK BIRD CAMP o AKLAVIK

6 -E COLIN HARRY RUKNING RIVER AKLAVIK

The observer- would place his number on the right band side of the daily record sheet

b

{figure ), with the corresponding sample number. For example; observer 2, Johnah
carpenter from Tuktoyaktuk, would place 2-1 on his first sample; 2, representing the

cbservers number and 1, representing the first sample, 2-2 on second form, 2-3 on

third fc~m and so on.

Corresponding numbers would then be placed on the sample tag and tied to the sample
bag. An easy referance was therby mede from the daily record sheet to to the sample.
This system was u;ed‘to gather more information on the samélgs, if spgcific informatic
was required from a sample, this.information could be gathered froﬁ the daily record
sheets, by simply matching the sample number to the daily record sheet for that whale.
This system worked very well for ourse£§;>énd the observers. A daily record sheet "we
completed for each hunting grbup which went cut regardless of whether they were succes
fu1l or not. The daiiy’record sheets were divided intc two sections; section A covere

information on the hunt and section B covered information on the szmples taken.
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Zech cbserver wes given ti following eguipment;

1) Dzilv recoréd sheets 7) Fens, pencils end rarking psn
2) TDeiiy Diary 8) Semple Tags

2) 1% meter tape mezsiure 8) Plastic peils=+ iids

L) izife 2nd file 10) Plastic bags, large and smail
5) TYotebook : 11) Formalin

6) TFlastic gloves 12) Cooler for tissuvs szwples

13) TFile fol

(@]
1
H

;& hunters on the ¥

[

=

estern frctic coest uvse 5 gezllon plastic

L]

2ils to store and transg
their muktuk in. The same type of pails were used to preserve the sampies taken by
the observers. In order to prevent anyone from confusing a pail of muktuk with z pail
of preserved samples, the sample pails were marked with a bright orange skull and
crossbone with POISON printed below. The 1ids were farked with a sticker obtained frc
the Environmental Health Gfficer in Inuvik, with simular markings as the pails.

The observers were told tc stiore the samples in a safe place away irom where the

childred may get into them. Plastic disposable gloves were also provided to the

observers to use when working with the Samples.

ERVINN

MEETING AT BIRD CAMP

-~

On July 7th and 8th a meeting was held at Bird Camp, Present were;

1) Robert Moshenko Head Fish & Marine Mammal Management DFO Winnipeg‘

2) Bill Fergv-on Fishery Officer DFO Inuvik
3) Leonard Hi mry tsst Fishery Officer DFO Inuvik '
4) Jimmsey Dick Northern Careers Trainee DFO  Inuvik
-5) Bob Wooley Wildlife Officer GNWT Wildlife Servive Inuvik
6) Joseph Avik Cbserver ; _
N

[

IEYRN

7) Johnéh Carpenter Observer

-

8) Billy Day Cbserver
éi Elijah Allan Observer
63 Colin Harry Observer:
13 Alex Elanik Cbserver

/

purpose of the mceting was to swifrepize what wes required from the whale ohservers.,

s ccvered included, filling out dzily record sheets, samples required, sample prepare’
riznce of the diary and the role of the observer in the csmp.

-
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The meeting was held st or >f the whale camps to give th!{ bservers practical

knovwledge on the teking cf the semples as well a2s filling out the daily record

sheets. The interaction znd cocoperation of the observers at the Teeting gave the
observers & greater feeling of purpcse for the program. It was an excellert
opportunity for the observars to euchange iceas on problems associated with their

ereas, and to TFormulate opinicns on how to improve these problems.

PROGRAM OFERATION

Throughout the hunt the observers wers supervised by Ceonservation & Frotectiicn stai

from Inuvik. At the beginning of the surmer the enforcement vessel the OKEVIK vas
used to visit the camps. The boat travelled a distznce of zpprox 3187 X from

break up until July 2Cth. OCn July 20th while on route to Bast Whitefish znd

Hendrickson Island, the lower unit burnt out of the motor. The motor was then ship

to Hay River for major repairs. With the OKEVIK not operational, the camps had
to be visited by use of small aircragfgﬁ In 2 good day of flying we could visit
all the camps, this allowed us to cover greater distances in shorter time.: .

On the visits to the camps we would insure that the daily d ts w g

filled out properly, samples were taken and pres rved properly, and ist the

>

observers in any problems they came across in the observing program. There vas a

problem with the filling out of the daily record sheets, in some camps +they were

L8

not filling out the forms completly. The preservation of the samples was &lso a

problem.

This year most of the whales hunted out of Tuktoyaktuk were butchered at Hendrickson

Island. 1In 1980 most of the whales were taken into Tuktoyaktuk to be butchered.

Next year one of the observers from Tuktoyaktuk should be camped at Hendrickson Islanc

for the hunt. The observers could rotate once every week from Tuk%oyaktuk to Hendr

Island. This would insure that all the whales taken out of Tuktoyaktuk would be recox

ed and szmpled.

Conservation & Frotection out of Inuvik had a camp at Hendrickson Island from July 144

to August 7th 1981. This winter we plan to move in the fuei and shack tents to

Hendérickson Island in order that wz may get an early start ini” 1982

pec

ic}
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camps in the area.
on return tfip from
The majority of the
for Beluga Whales.

hung to éry on stick

Fzrry the observer from Runting River did make it

“C zttempts were made to | © into Hershel Island this ye:  howsver both trips were

ther. The Tirst ztiempt we wers alle to get to Hershel Island

and Lecause of the fog. The second trip we were able to get into

m
H
r
o
[y
5,
‘.u
o]
s

s were to strong to land at Hershell Island. Colin

in to Hershel zné he gave us & rzpor
tivity near Hershel Island it is important that we go in at

ction from Inuvik zlso Lad z camp on Shingie Pt this summer

vst 18. The camp had to be moved in by aircrafi end ramcvaed by
. .

cat was teken up with some supplies znd was uvsed to visit the

-

On August 12th, I observed numerous whales near Shingle Ft, while

Fershel Island. The whales were out in the deep water.
activity during this time was centred on the Char run &nd waiting

The Char run was successful this year, the fish were gutted and

s.and smok-d.



Tuktovaktuk and

A¥kilevik

MEIE

ING IN.INUV;I

were; 1) Robert Moshernko

2) Gerzld Yaremchuck

3) Richard Bzrues ‘

L) Bill Terguson -~

5) Leocnard Harry

) Joseph Avik i2) Colin Earry
For the first portion of the meeting Billy Day wés appo
for the observers, allowing- the observers_tiﬁe to meet
discuss problems £bey encountered this summer, &nd to

ments on

he program.

Following

&£ Oceans staff 301ned the observers.

to give

znd any other animals

Billy Day, the spokesman for the observ

pericd.

the

that

»

=

The oLgervcrs vere then

were_p0581ble-losses.

vers then one

s discussion Terpar

results on the total anber of anlvaTS 1ost

ned the ques

-3

inted s
together,

suggest impfbvé:.

a — A

tment of Fisheric
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atked

The observers were asked to comnment on the observing program--

complaints they had and any improvements to the program or the hunt.

There were two compiaints regarding “essels near the hunting areas

this year.

relzyed

~

The first was

through Colin Harry.

The

from George Edwards

of Aklav1k which wzs

second cowmplaint ceme from Elijah Al

and concerned a vessel which was anchoréd close to Kendall Island.

The vessel was crpeating enough disturbance
coming into the shallow Eay near Kendall Island.
in the whale hunt while the vessel was anchored near his camp.

went over to the v

move,

explaining that his

essel,

talked

tc the

presence was

departed a short time later

and the whales moved back

m

to prevent

Pt

zin and asked him if he

the whales rtrom

Elijah had no succes

He

‘

cou

affecting his ability to_hunt.

into
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The cbservers also expressed a concern regarding the lack of grappling hocks in the

hunters koats. They felt if the hunters had hooks and made ap effort to retrieve

sunk whales, especially in shallow water, the number of losses would be reduced.
A solution to this problem can start by mekirg grappling hooks avaiible to the

hunters. 1In cooperation with the HTA's, observers and DFO, greppling hooks can be

nade in Inuvik and distributed to the hunters.

. . - -~
-

b L
Y]

The contract required that the observers sﬁpply:their own food, loéging end gas. 1In

-

4 e

some areas the contract payment is sufficent enough to ccver all these costs. This is
the case in those camps were the observers remain in or mear one camp, however for the

observers who travel to numerous camps to get the information required, it becomes an

expensive contract for the observers. A solut’'on to th®s problem would be to increase

the payment for the contract or to subs:dize t“e obser ers that travel to other camps

with gas and oil. The areas that would require this assistance are Rumning River

Tuktoyaktuk, East Whitefish and Bird Cawmp.

Area Amount Justification
(in 45 gal drums) (Camps visited) — TN
East Whitefish 2-3 drums Visits 6 camps in area, iravels a distance «

70 miles per visit to these camps.

Tuktoyaktuk 2 Cérums Travels from Tuk. to Hendrickseon Island.
approx. 30 miles per visito o7l

Running River  2-3 dérums Visits 5 czmps in arza. Travels approx 40
per visit, Frlos cne irip to Hershel Island

Eird Cewp 2 drums Visits 3 carps in area. Travels 2 &
approx. 20 milss. Tor the szcend b
this chserver is at Shingle Pt.
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The observers also reguir. .xtre 1ids for their sample pa. .5. Once the 1ids are on
-

—

TDET of them have to be cut in order o iés off the pzils. It was estel

[
N
my

et the

{m

SCHMMATICN

Iwo chservers were concerned of the need for znother person to z-sist them dering

j-te

[ N

the bussiest time of the hunt. A svgzestion was to hire one of the YOUNEET Huniers

Communications between the camps and DFO staff is important during the hunt, in order
‘hat their is a quick responce to & problem, we must be informed of the problem im-

mediately. The communications -at: Tuktoyaktuk; Kendat Isiand-andzRumning River is

-

zGequate, however there is no means of communicting with Fast Whitefish and Bird Camp

En important improverent in the program would be to improve the communications at

thése«t"o locations. A solution would be to equipe the Cbservers at these two camps

%
e
-+
=
H
fu
[a)
}-te

os, either HF of mobile telephcnes.

- - - L

This year the biological samples were stored in five gallon plastic pails, either fro

e

>
-

or preserved in formalin. Two pzils had to be discarded Gue to improper preserving.
In oréder to avoid this type of incident from reoccurring it is important that this

years sampling technique be re-examined, and the needed changes initiated before

the next sampling season.

The location of the first meeting should be decided once it is esiablished were the

-most whales are being hunted at that specific time. This should avoid the problem

that was encountered this year when Bird Camp was c%é;éen, the majority of‘t%e whales

were near Kendal Islznd. 5
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The Inuvik station, Fisheries & Ocesans, fonsarvation &

Protection Branch received a total of $25,000.00 to

administer & supervise the beluga observers
the Mackenzie River estuary. The budcet was
Chservers contracts 6 @ $2,000.00
Transportation

Food & accomodation (includes 2 meetings)
Misc.

Total

program for

used for:

$12,000.00

11,98

\O

1

(7Y}

0.
872,68

£96.86

10-

$25,059.85

If the Inuvik station is again to assist with the belugas

observers program in 1982 additionzl funding will be needed

to meset the objectives of the program & overcome the ého;t—

falls found in the 1981 program. A suggested operations

budget for the beluga observers progam in 1982 is:

Observers contracts 7% @ $2,000.00
Observers gas :@ 27.5¢/1

Drums for observers gas € $50.00/drum

r

Transportation
Food & accomodation
Misc.

Total

. $15,000.00
600.00
500. 00
' 12,000.00
1,000.00

500.00.

$29,600.00

This suggested budget is at Oct 81 prices & does not include

the expeéted increases in all prices espécially fuel. &

therefore transportation as well.
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Intersettlement trade is also conitributing tc the increased beluvga harvest.

0f the 26 belugas killed déuring the harvest at Kendall Island 15 were
killed for use in intersettlem nt trade. Lesser amounts were- used for
WDLe“qctt1cmcnt trade from the Fast Whitefish Stetion erea & zlso the
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Tack to Tuktoyektuk when the wind ceme up. Fe had to cut the whale

lcoose for his safety. BHe sttached a float to the beluga before le ting

- - - 3 B e . L.

it sink. He intended to ccme back for 1t khen the w1nd wenL oowﬁ Rk
o : i i AT -3 = SRCAT S

- _,-_,,,.-
! .

The mext day the winé ¢ié go down but this‘hunter ‘gia not return for -

4 -

his catch. The othzr wha lers dicd

¢ not uvse this kelugz becsuse they felt
that it belonged to the original hunter who killed it. Four 2ays later :
1 -

thls hunter was out'HLnt*ng again.

.

Cn 28 July I walked & boated around B nderikson Island. There w-re

B stirnkers that had been cezd for a long time plus one Teeenriy ¥illed

beluga for a total of ¢ stinkers. This equalled the total number of

sunk whales reported to date to the beluga observers. I would conclude

a

therefére-cthat the e were more belugas sunk & lost th-n were reported

te the beluga observers. Ezlf of these siinkers were Zemazles. Three

were pregnant femzles which had gbhorted.
Various suggesticons have been wmade to us about p irle ways of zddressing

solution would be to designate thtlng areas.

These areas would be the shallew water, traditional hunting arecas (see mep).

Bunting ocutside these arc:zs would be prohibited. Lnother suggestion

g,






females went up to 85% of the tctal numter of whales killed, B82% femzles

for Xugmellet Bav, ©2% females For ¥endsll Islznd & °% les for’

.

ihe north Yukon ccast..These findings are conf;rmed~by myFOEéaﬁﬁations

- .- 4,. . . B N
among the srvnPers at henderlkson I<lcnd wnere cEm oF the s ;nkers PR
. : deat = * . .-.(~ - > ,‘ -t = >
- '_ . - . e ',p-
cbserved were femal rs &t Hencerilkscn 751 nag"’

Lad been CcrrV11° cG1ves.'If this is’an irdiceticn of the makeup of -

.

. P S . e e - . ~ R
= - < - ¢ N - o -

the whole belugz po l tion then some 70 ibung & ﬂﬁbﬁrn célves wére .

- A

lost to the beluga‘po}UTa ion thvoLgh *be hhrt ng of fewma

. v

e .n‘v‘;:" ‘.:—. e 0
This cSSmeLlOD br'n"s the total nunbew .o W ales removed_ I
- e Y . ~’ . '. - e

P . S

Eezufort Sea belugc popul ion by the 1901 whaWe hunt WLIhAn the =

N

nt of 290 belugas.

f-te

[¢le 03

S

. ~ecorded
The percentage of females in théiharvest mey be low. I know that in one

incident the beluga hunter told the ¢ server that he had teken a male

twt when I checked the muhtuk it ves 2 fer "e. Tre extent of the mis-

interretation of the sex of an animal is urtnown.

Eight young of the year belugas wvere ToLnd drad on the heach roughly

25 miles north of Tuktoyaktuk. They had not been chot. The carcasses

of these young belugas were too rotten vwhen we found ihem to send them out

Tor an zutclsy. It is very possible that they starved feczuse they
vere siill nursing & their roiters Yaé been slot.
T-e terceniage OFf the beluge rarvast in the Besaufcort Fea that is female

- - - - - - - «T.
. . - - P
ig kncon. The bunters tell wme thaet usualliy the meles come in first
- - - . . . . e ™ - . — =
foliowss leter In the sunmer by the femalzs £ ¢ ZTTESTE TO
~ - P 2 —r - - £ .. . - T . -
e whzat hazopoemed 1n 1681, Tre tervest of helurag 12 JUlV wes

there shouvld te somwe regulziory mzchanispyn
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in 1981. Scme hunters sttitudes are such that

re killing pregnant females or nursing femazles with calves. The education

of these indiscriminating hunters rests meirly with the consientious

h -3 e
hunters & their crganizations. Fishe;ié;.g‘béé§;§;.00ﬁ;éqvation § Frotection
Branch in Inuvik will during the 1882 beluga h&gtiné éééson, ;nfarée =
section 3 (3) of the Beluga Regulaticns. This'ééction prohibitsithéj
kiliing of a female Leluga accg?panieé by_a cglf: Po%&rs,
eciipments, etc could be seized E finéé-iggieéfﬁrj -
LR
7
:
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12% of the czrozsses had the tenfericin (hack sirems) removed buil o
.

trerm T2t T otre SET WZ2S TETICLEeC Tom itece wrneless By ewirzooliatine
OTnLEr 1.2yt I 1Nie I'EET wWes TEDCNEC ITOom LT e%eE wWoRelss, ¥V SXITEDOLcT ANE
thzse o the ToTal ¥I1L of YT vhglec raiaesg the (ussiion
S —g- == el s v =1 - s = LR I T 12y e
LI Yy W™ADG @s 10 wWoy 2ll these erimels were ¥ 1led when = Tzl wes
. Lo L - - ie - o~ r S . £ N .= -4 3
teken off of zoproximetely 32 wheles out of 201 belug=zs killied.

né & wey 1o use ihe meat off
the _killed b2lugaes. £ partizl sclution mev be the uvse of Leluga

0odés sicre in Inuvik

G G purctrce wirzle weat fiom the Yunilers 1Tzt =0lé them mukiuk.

"be enforaing section 2 (c) of the Zelugz Regulaticns Suring the 7002

o prevent the westzge of any

et of the belvga thet iIs suitable for foed. This section clearly siaztes

must be vsed. Fre
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secuiion under the Beluga Re

fin

ccuild result in the seil

™

ure of boat, moiour, other eguipments, the

moxituk & a fine.
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iglznd casings, etc. Usuzlly the seal nets in Kerschel Islzné habour

czich two or more belugas. This year the nets did mnot cetch amny whzles.

Wo belvges entered the harbour.

22 July camp 208, a- selfpropelled barge carrying living quarters ceme

[N

in on ihe ezst s

=
t

de of CGarry Island. egnchored in the chennel thzt

the belugas used to get in g o;f.of the Kendall Islend erea. While the
bzrge ves there the hunters watched the belupas come zround the north

end of Garry Islznd, presumsbly encounter the targe then return out

tc s=za. The hunters asked the barge to move. It did & the beluges returned
to the Kendall Island area. This effect.of shipping has been cbserved
many times in this area. .

The incident &t Kendsll ?5}&9& Las a short, easily corrected inEruption.
of beluga mevements. The ﬂefﬁéhel Islznd harbour incilent hovever is I
believe more serious. The exclusiondf the beluges from a resting & stag?ng
zrea could possibly effect cai? mértality &€ migration psterns. This

possibility must be considered if extensive industrial activity over

es place.
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OBSERVERS FUNCTIONS

pPrac t{t%s have been improving since thse beluga observer

arted in 19280. The beluga hunters

off of the czrczsses

observers a2s well as filling

shieets & collect ical samp improve hunt

'U
[

ting

increese the utilization of the possiblie whale

there was again a problem with incomplete data sheets,
-’ b

information in some diaries & too brief final reports.

the problem is a lack of experience. The written work

1281 was better than in 1980. More sumervision may

Careful consideration will have to be given to the

selection of observers for the beluga observer program
its present form to ensure that the observers have the
ary skills to do the written work reguired to make the

a success.

in

necess—

program



CONCLUSION

The observer program in 1981 was a success. There were shortcomings

with the program but these will be overcome with experience &

3

increased resources. The program in 1981

g}

taved within budget but

Q

an increased budget will be needed in 12%82. Th
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the Conservation & Frotection survallence of the beluga

=

iarvest were mainly a result of a lack of eguipment & littie

lead time to plan for the 1981 program. The eguipment shortages
have been promised to be filled by 1982. Planning will allow
for the better use of the available manpower so that there
will be a camp on Henderikson Island with a Fishery Officer

on 1 July 82.

The problems shown to exist with the whale hunt & the utilization
of the whale products will receive more attention from the
Fishery Officers. There will be enforcement of the Beluga
Regulations. Hopefully that there will be an effort on the

part of the whale hunters & their organizations to address

the various problems with the beluga harvest. Hunter action

in conjunction with Fisheries enforcement should go a long

way to making a more efficient beluga harvest.

The possible problems of the effects of industrial activity
were again identified. Reseirch is needed to clarify the

interaction of the belugas & industrial developement.

The basis for the success of both the 1980 & 1981 beluga
observers programs was the reliance placed on local hunters
to act as observers. These men's skills will develope with
experience & practice. However, there will be a reguirement
for Fisheries & Oceans to allocate time & money to upgrade
the observers skills if the procgram is to expand beyond its

present concept.
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TANLE ff

COMPOSIT HARVEST TUKTOYAKTUK

DATG w 23456789 10 11 %Mth 14 pw 16 47 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
MALES 1" 4'01005002 0 0 0 2 0 O 0 0 0 00 500 0000
FLMALES . o 10 100000 2 0 1 2 1°0 0 2 2 14 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 O
SUNK 0 00 "W06000 1 0 1 0 0 O .0 0 2 0 2 1 0 0 3 o. 0 0
CZXZsz SEX 0 20 000000 1 0 1 O L 0 0 12 1 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0O
TOTAL .. 1 4015012002 3 0 3 4 5.0 0 3 5 1 513 0 0 2 0 0 O

% 5 belugas landed hex £ .date of landing unknown

1 beluga landed 21%ep, sex unknown

‘ 8 young of the year carcasses found on the beach 25 miles north of Tuktopaktuk.

TOTAL

18
19

16

81

[



o

TARLE i

FAST WHITETILSH STATION

e s

JULY

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

DATYE 1 2345 89 10 11 42 13 1415 16
MALES | 0 0000 00 4 1 2 0 01 0 0 1 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0 00
TEMALES 0 0000 00 0 0 0 1 0.1 0 4 1 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 O
SUNK 0 0000 02 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 O
UNKNOWH SEX 0 1000 00 0 0 0 O .o 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 1000 02 4 1 2 1 .02 0 5 2 0 H 3 00 0 0 00
. e
struck & not known if died. 7 .

1 beluga

=]

TOTAL

O

18

38 -



TARLE

COMPOSIT HARVEST KUGMALLIT BAY

DALT 1 23456789 10 11 mwrh@ 14 45 16 17 18 10 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 TOTAL
MALES . 101005002 4 1 2 2 0 1 0 00 3000005000000 37
FEMALES 0 101 01000 1 0 1 3. 11104 105 4 146 0 00 0 00 36
SUNK 0O 004 06002 1 0 1 0 0 0 002 00 14 12 2000000 26
UNINOWN SEX O 30000000 1 0 1 0 4% 0 0 0 1 0.0 11 0% 3 000 0 0 0 19
4 5015 042004 7 1 5 5.5 2 1 0 7 4 0 7 9 21016 0 0 0 0 0 0 118

TOTAL :

% 1 beluga landed 21 Sep sex unknown

5 belugas landed sex & date unknown

-~

8 carcasses of young of the year belugas on the beeach 25 miles north of Tuktoyaktuk.



TABLE

KENDALL ISLAND

JULY

DATE "4 99456789 10 41 12 43 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 TOTAL
NALES 0 11000011 1 00 006 00000 00010000000 6
FEHALES » 00001020 14 0 1 3 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1000000 15
SUIn 0 00000011 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0000000000000 00 2
ONIKHNOYN 0O 000000041 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 OO OO1LO0O0O0 000 00 2
TOTAL O 11001043 2 0 1 3.1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 100 00 0 0 25

% 1 beluga struck & not known for sure if it died. ,



TADLL :

BIRD CAMP

" guny 5
DATE 4+ 234567809 40 11 12 13 44 1516 17 18 19 20 21 29 23 21 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 TOTAL
MALES 0 00NWuv1C000 4 2 0.0 0.0 0 O 0 00 0 0 0 00O 0 0 11
FEMALES Y oooo0o000O0 1 1 1 0 :o“zo 0.0 0o 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 5
SUnK 0o 00000000 1 0 0 O ioh 0 01 o 00 00 0 0 0 0 0 2
DHCTONN SEx O 00000000 O 0O 0 0 0.0 00 000 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0

o oowo1000 6 3 1 0 0.0 0 1 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 18

TOTAL

% 5 belugas landed

date &

sex unknown.



TADLE

RUNNING RIVER

; DATY .w 356789 10 11 Mmrwu 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 23 30 31

MALLS 00001000 2 1 0 01 0 00 O0O0O0OOTO0O0O0O0O0 0O 0 0 0 0

FEMALES 00000000 0 1 0 O Hm_o 0.0 0 0 0 0 00O O OO O0O0O0O0O0

SUNK 0000000O00O 0 0 0 0 or.o o0 0 0 0 2 0,0 0 000 0 0 00

A UNKNOWN 58K 00000000 o 0 0 0 0,O OO 10 04 0 0 00 0o 00 0 0 O
& 00001000 2 2 0 0020 0 0 1 0 06 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 o 0

TOTAL

% 3 belugas landed date € sex unknown.
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TABLE

COMPOSIT HARVEST NORTH YUKON COAST

DANT, 1 203156789 10 11 MWSS 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 TOTAL
h

MALES 1 00402000 6 3 0 0 14,0000 0 0 0 0 6 00 00000 00 17

FLMALES 0 00000000 % 2 1 610 0.0 000 00000020000 7

SUNKC 0 00000000 1 00 00001000 2000000 00 0 0 u

UNKNOWN 51X O 00000000 0 0 O 0 00 00 10 0. % 0°00 0000000 5

TOTAL 1 00402000 6 5 102001 10060000020 0 0 0 33

% 8 belugas landed date & sex unknown



b

TARLE

TOTAL BELUGA HARVEST IN 1981

JULY

3456769 10 11 42 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

DA'E

HALES
FLMALLS
RIS
UMQNOWN S0N

TOTAL

6

1 1+ 0701311
0 102020 3
0 406013 2
0 600001 1

119 015 0 4 7 17

% 1 beluga landed 21 Sep sex unknown

13 belugas landed sex & date unknown

M

2 belugas struck but it is not know if they died.

8 carcasses of beluga calves found on the beach 25

2

2

1

1

0 0

0

3

0

13

miles north of Tuktoyaktulk.

0

0

0

0

0

TOTATL
60
58
33
26

177



s 4
TLBLT &
COMMUNITY HARVEST OF BLLUGAS
TUKTOYAKTUX - INUVIK EYLLVIK
LLHDID 68 : 53 377
K- ! -
SUNK 29 i2% L
SUBRTOTEL c3 65 ]
fstlmated 10Y 24
lL.csses ==
TCTAL 105 : 65 L8

1. Includes § young of the vear found dead on the Tukioyakiuk Peninsula beach.

2. Inclvdes 2 beluges siruck & mot kmown for sure if they died

cn wWith Fo

bre

3. Includes 15 belugas landed in conjunct

8

d.

[q})

4. Observers sstimates of beluges lcst & mot report

36.



TUK #1 . TUK #2 EAST FENDALL BIRD RUNNIRG
; WEITZPIGSH ISLAN CEMP KIVER

LANDED 38 30 30 23 193 18
SUNK 3 2! 2 2 2 2
STRUCK - . i 1* - -
SUBRTOTAL Li Y 3e 26 21 20
Coservers
Tetirmcted Losses 107 - - 7 4
ESTIMATED TOTAL

Includes B young of the year found dead om Tuktcyaktuk Feninsule beach.

& céle.

S+ruck but not known for sure that they ¢

1]
(o)

neconSunction with Bolren Islend Funters.

b

e

Includes 15-be1ugas tzken

Observers estimate of beluges lest-& mot reported fo observers.

37
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APPENDIX £

o
£

WEALING PROJECT
JOSEPH AVIK
TUKTOYAXTUK, N.W.T,

Well starting off acain 1981 now were having the first whale

in to town. July 1lst was the lucky day for Korman Felix.

NE

!
by
1]

zing first was for him. Well the peoples getting ready

- whele hunting summer is here zgzain.

Hh
-t

0O

D

N
.
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0
o

)
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el
0
O
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0
>4}

Y

rvesh floats are set made

[»)

y mans. Thelr sguipment like cances

& speedboats ready on the start all summer. Feoples do all
sorts of work in summer. Like whaling, fishing, making dry-
fish out of fishes. Making drymeat, cook muktuk out of the
whale. They make sure they store some for winter. But the
weather keep changing like it get calm in the morning by

mid day it start getting windy or rain. Before rushing out
must think of filling yours canoes or speedboat with every-
thing tents, food & lots of gas & check over wiFh your motors
before leaving cause of the Weather'chaﬁge fast. Bﬁf what

I don't like is peoples is just shooting whales & cut it

up & waste the meat or muktuk especially the ones who don't
really know how to hunt. Or fhey just go out for fun & games.
Like just shooting them & leaving. We.try our best like talking
to scme. They listen much it jvst comes to one ear to another.
I did some camping couple of t.mes at the Island. I think

they did their best.this year. Only thing the wéather probliem
nice or get bad weathgr all at onces. I was really surprises
Qhen Tuk got 60 whales. Even when they had weather problem
but they did good. During the weather problem get to talk to
some peoples. Everyone try their best as'sﬁon as the wgather
get good. They go out whaling. But the whales started finishing
again of big ships starting go back & forth. At least ££e.'
reople got some whales to store for winéer. Now they start

on fish now like they can do anything with fish. Like dryfish,
spit them in half smoked or freeze them. Fry them to with
tlour. Boyee you can think what to do with them. Its all there.

I thank Jonah Carpenter for his help. I think that all for



t was hzard but I got used of it. Had to learn

¢nee in a while like having schcol. Hooe next vear sven turn

ocut better than this year. Some times have fun example whales
Just like doctors. Thatd$ all I think.
‘\'},- .



REPORT FCR EAST WHITEFISH WHALING

made that cay by Billy Cockney. He was 8ble to get a whale
but Neel Kayutuk got 1. Bill Cockney has a camp atKitty,
Buster Kailik hes a camp at Indian Camp, Ned Kayutuk at the
mouth of E. Whitefish, Henry Chichsi at Ekinalok, Danny Sidney
& Joe Leddy at Pete's Creek, David Rolaﬁd at Lucus Point

Plus people coming from Inuvik whom I have complete list

in my diary. I believe I have listed all the whales got at

E. Whitefish excepting Danny Sidney & Joe Teddy's as I neve
saw them. It is-a very difficult task for 1 person as most
"everyone goes-out to hﬁnt as a rule on the séme day if not
the same time so I missed out on a iot’gf samples. Anoégér
factor was gasoline. I had to buy some gas ét Tuk the first
time it was $2.02 a gallon & the second time it was $2.37%

& that is without o0il so at that price you want to be sure
yov are going to get samples or get something to renort before

You start travelling around.

The cay I arrived at Whitefish I made visits to two camps

& I got complaints from both places that there were already
a number of carcases on the Isiand with allthe meac & some-
times’ the muktuk nct properly taken off, & already a sfinker
or two floating. I brought tﬁis up with Fisheries officials
when we got together at Bird Camp & was assured there would
be a camp on the Island by the 10th of July which did not
happen. I have since been told was due to short staff. Camp'
was not set up until the 14th but was not manned until the
21st unfortunately by a couple of inexpérienced young men
who had to ask directions to the Island when they came to

my camp.Later T asked them if there were alot of hunters

out butthey did not think so although there had been 4 whales
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future years. For exzmple, I heard this second hand but perscnally

believe it to betruve with eyperience on the Islznd. A hunt
lanced 3 whales on the Island to cut them up said in no way

would he have hauled the meat but s e was watching &
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25 certainly not the best but everyone at East
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flooded out on the third of Rugust & had to move up the hill.

Other than that the summer went really well every cne cot

along well with no mishaps.

My diary covers most everything including weather. We left
East Whitefish on the 14th of August. The only people left
were Buster Kailik & his family at Indian camp but he told

me he would be leaving in the next few days.

p

r

mding camgs 2ll got what they needed. We got
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KENDAIL ISLAND

by Eliyiha Allen 1 gSep 81

»

Everything went well. For ourselves it was very good.

Thare were a few bouts around, not to excited about it. The

boats belonged to CanMar. ¥We went to visit the boats, to ask

them if they could move. We wanted them to move so that the

wnales could come intc the Eav.

I would like to see the final report, especially what heappened
to the samples. We want to do the job completely, if we mzke
mistakes we wan£ to know about them & you can teach us more.
The whale observing program was good. I would like to 4o it

z2cain next vear, its a good job. There were about the same
amount of hunters this year on the-average. We had more visitors
this year. Pam Fraker was in two or three times. The weather
was not that good fpr hunting, it was good a few days. Total

of 21 whales'taken—two were lost. The other ple de ary—
meat with the meat. Edward Leﬁnie didn't t to give me thé

teeth, he said he was loosing money if he gave it to the %

Wildlife. Two jaws were not taken.
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Well seems like the whaling is over at Running River’

Point on the 27th of July Georgs Allon cot his last two w

n the 27th of July in his whale net & every oody at hunnlﬁg

0

Ziver they &all went rack to hkiavik & AZlex Goxdon, Jackob
Archie, Alex Elanik, Herbert Dick, 2ndy Keyotak, Annie C.
Gordon came over to Single Point for fis shing & make some .

dry fish.

Well we had good Summer here but lOLS of w1nd once 1n a whlle
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I think evely booy got what they were af er any uay oot there
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Even though- there was lots of w1nd some tlmes when I oo over

_»""

& make my rounds tO Shlﬁcle P01nt ‘have to camp w1th some

spEM _’ -v" == o=, Leo
——g - ,q;

friends to mucn w1nd to go home. Not far to go home all rlght

E

well everybody had good times huntlng was lots of fun flshlng

& whaling. . N
Hope next summer be better summer.

To bad I diden 1iake my around to much to Bird Camp & White
Fish West & Billy Stronger River its kind of far from where

I was at Running River & had bee:.. winding most of this summer
& its about 20 miles to Bird Camp from Running R. & I was
thinking Alex Elanik was making those arounds to the other
whalers like at White‘F{eh West & Billy Strongs éiver. He

was staying at Bird Camp. He diden have to go out to open

sea to go to the other camps like me.-

But after he move to Single Point I go over to the Bird Camp
& White Fish West 2 or 3 times see if any body hunting whales

yet. But no body was hunting hope next surmer we work together
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