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PREFALE

he 1986 Gansus of Ganada provided, as did all the previcus cen-

suses, a rich source of nformalicn oa ndividual, family and

household characteristics of Canadians, The census data abow
individual researchers as well as academic, busmess, cufural, social
and governmental organizations to undertake n-dopth snguirkss and
analyses ap those social issues which interest and concern them.

This sludy is part of the 1986 Forus on Canada Series. The serles
it a modest effort by Statistics Canada to provide cverviews o a wide
variety of subjecis on which the 1988 Census collected Inlormation.
The studies have been writter by experls, both nside and outside
Statistics Canada, in non-technical language supported by simple tables
and atmactive cherts, The topics include damographic charactenstios
{population, 1amikes, 1armers, youth, seniors, the disabled), socio-cuftural
characieristics (ethnicity, language. education), and economic charactes-
istics (wamen in the tabour torce, affordability of hawsing, occupational
trends, employment income, family income).

The present study on "Canada — A Linguistic Profile” was authored
by Protessor Robert Bowrbeau of the University ol Mostréal,

| woukl like to exprass my appreciation to the authors, to the
reviewers and 10 1he staff of the Hureaw involved in managing and pro-
tuging this series.

We hepe that the studies in the Focus on Canada Series will
not only provite Canadians with very vsehd imformation on various
facets ol Canadian socisty, but will also be an inducement for them
o underiake further research an 1be topics.

Ivan P, Fellegi
Chief Stallstician of Canada
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Linguistic make-up of Canada in $986: recent trends are hokding.
The proportion of Francephones in Quehec and of Anglophones w the
rest of Canada contnues 1o increase.

Canada's NnQuistic diversity is mcreasing as a resuM o changes
chzerved in immigration pattems: groups with mother fongues other
than English or French are sxpanding, most notahly in the metropalitan
areas of Toronto, Vancouver and Montréal,

English as a home language COMINUES 1O exert drawing power, even
in regions of the couniry where i is in a minority position.

Bilmgualism cominues to advance, in Canada as a whwle and in
almast all provinces. In 1536, more than 4 million Ganadians reported
being bikingual,

Bilinguatism 5 making greater advances among the young {under
25 years ol age) than among okder peesons (25 years of age and over).

A total of 86% ot hikingual persons are to be Jound in 1hree pro-
vinces — Quebec, Ontarp aml Kew Brunswick — whereas these
provinces account for enly 65% of the Canadian population.

in Canada, hiingualism continues to be a much more common trait
among persons whase mether tongus is Frenth than among those whase
mother tangue is English,

Anhpugh Quebec was the most bilingual province in 1346, the nHst
bilingual group consisted of persons living oulside Quebac whase mother
longue was French: of the latter, four oul of five were able te conduct
a conversation in both official tanguages.

W is in Quebec that Anglophones and Aophones have the highest
rates of blinqualism.

Increasingly, Anglophones in Canada are fearing Frendh thraugh
immersion pregrams offered in public schoots: more than 5% of the
eligible students n English Canada are enrolled in such programs.






INTRODUCTION

T he linguistic situation in Canada may be examined from different
viewpoints, twa of which are particularly notewarthy. First, the
country has a muMicuural characier and harbours a diversity
W increasingly, as a resull of changes Inimmigration pattems,

ian soviety is becoming a vast cullural mosaic. Second, the
procasses of Imguistlc assimilation largely favour the English language,
which is indicative of its power to attract. Even French, despite heing
one of the two official languages, is vulnerable in many regions of the
country. These two topics are prasented in the first two chapters of
he present study.

At the same ims, angther avalving phenomenon deserves attention
in our shudy: bilinguikism in Canada. In the past 15 years, Canadians
have become mare acutely aware of the country’s bilingual nature, and
rnany have applied themselves to leamning a second fanguage. We shall
analyse this phenomenan In the third chapter of the study.

The objective of this publication, ihen, is to present the main festures

of the linquisilc profile of Canada that can be drawn from the 1986

?El}sum daia. These data confirm vanious trends observed during the
5

— The proportion of Francophenes in Quebec is continying ta
Lr;creasa, as is the proportion af Anglophonss in 1he rest
Canada.

— Linguistic diversity is ncreasing as a result of changes observed
in immigration pattemns: oroups with mother tongues other than
lish or French are expanding, mast nolably in the medro-

politan areas of Toronto, Vancouver and Moniréal,

— English as a home lanquage continues to exart drawing power,
even in regions in which it is in a minority position.

— Bifingualism continues 1o advance in Canada as a whola and
in almosl all the provinces. i 1986, more than 4 million
Canadians were bilingual.

— Blinguakism is making greater advances amnng!lm young {under
25 years of age) than among okder persons {25 years and over).
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— A total of 86% ol bilingual persons are o be tound in hvee
provinces — Quehec, (nfarie and Hew Brunswick — whersas
these pravinces account far only §5% of Canada’s papulation.

— tn Canada, bilinguatism continues 1o bé 2 much more common
frait among persons whose mither tongue is French than among
those whise mother tongue is English.

— Increasingly, in many parts of the couniry Anglophonas and
Allaphones are leaming French. |t is in Quebec ihat they have
the highest raies ot bilingualism,

Linguistic Data from the 1986 Census

In the 1986 Census, individuats were allowed to give more than
one responss to questions on mather 1ongue ard home language. There
was therefore a higher number ol multiple responses to these ques-
fipns than in 1he pranadin_g census, corductad in 1981, In fact, in 1986,
954,940 parsons, or 3.8% of the population, reporied having more than
ane mether fongue, and 1,159,675 persons, of 4.6% of the popula-
tion, reported more than ane language spoken at home. dwing ta the
nalre and more particutarly the magnitude of this new reality, anatysing
the Iinguistic situation in Ganada in 1986 and its evolution over time
has hecome 3 much more complex and delicaie maner.

To iy 1o clarily the anagsis resenied in our Study, we shall use
iwo types of data from the 1986 Census: ariginal data {including single
résponses and muhiple responses) and adjssted dala (derived by
distributing multiple responses among Single-response classes, accarding
to tha same proporlions as in 1981). Ociginal data will be used i all
tables and charts in which the mother tongue group or e kome language
group "Other” is broken down inlo more detailed subgroups. As it is
not possible to distribvie multiple responses conceming each of the
languages other tham French or English, we shall prosent single
responses akng with multiple responses. This is necessary becavse
tha single responses do not mpresent the true size o each linguistic
group, Since they constifute a minimum estimate of the group. They
nevertheless provide a fairty accurate picture of the linguistic diversily
that exists in Canada and its regions. '

T T Appendlsc progenis the exaed woriag of te quastlons asked in tha 158§ Census wiih regant
I Enguisie vanabhes, namekhy mother tangue. |bguas M) oiben s i &1 Rome and knewledge
of the olfetial Languages.



The adjusted data are obiained by distributing multiple responses
ameng the single responses. The betlew wethod chosen i the ane
Ihat provides for maximure comparabiity of the 1936 Census data with
data frem the Y981 Conzus?. However, this aperation is possible only
with the thrge major groups constituted on the basis of mother Tongue
of heme language, namely English, French and other. All tables and
charis contaiming only data on these fheee major groups are (s based
on adusted data.

For purppses of analysing blinguaism according to mather iongue,
wit adjusted the 1986 Census data by distriboting multiple responses
as 1o mather tongue wnblermily amang the reported [nguagss: for
example, hat of the “English-French” raspanses ge o the English group
and the other half to the French group. We tested this method on the
1981 Census data for several provinces, and we abtained a very good
approximation of the estimated bhilngualism rates for 1281,

il b o atiod K i R prpczscing o B 1SN chia, 3 Sinpe g e FHned So¢ bl
puipeses. gnan | he parsoes questioned hod ghvon g mufiple response, To Ecillitaly compirnkam
ol tha 1291 and 1955 date, the meltiple msposges ghven i 1065 were distritakod oo tir
vais Coastileanl BNguagks. in the Sams properiens 25 notha 1381 Cansas,

"






A GREAT DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGES
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A GREAT DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGES

incg the colonizaton of the New Workd by the
Franch and then the English, the lesitony tha
now constilutes Canada has welromed numar
ous Immigrants 10 meel is demographic needs. Hs
vasl spaces and moma recentty (sinGe the end of
Wiodd War 1) it Indusirialization have served ta sitracl
immigrants irom a varlsty of collural backgrounds.
Thasa factars among others have anabied Canada to
acquira a Enguistic diversity of considerable chness.

From the beginning, the different aboriginal
prougs that inhabitad the country psed a number of
languages to communicate ampng themselvas. The
artival of French and Englesh setthers, Iolipwed by the
massive Mflue ol mmigrants irom 1he United States
and Europe, Served 1o ennich the linguistic profile o
the Canadian population. Finafly, the changes made

to the immigrat selection System in the 19603
enabled morg persons Tram develping countries 10
ad to Canada's linguisti: diversity,

Enplish Remains the Matber Tengue of Most
Canadlans

From 1981 th 1968, English as the mother
tongue advanced stightly a1 the expense of French
and othar languages {Table 1). This marked the con-
tinuation of a downwartd trand noted since 1851 in
the case of Franch. in 1986, English was the mother
tongue of 52.1% of the Canadkan poulation, Tliowed
by French with 25.1% and non-ofiicial fanguages
{languapas other than English or Franch} wilh 12 8%
{Chart 1),

Taths 1. Percentape Disidbetion «f e Pepaiafien by Muther Toague, ler Canoda and Regiens, 1981 and 1985 —
100% Osla
Mother Tongue
Region Enghsh French Other
1981 1906 1981 1986 1981 1986
% % %
Canads 1.3 2.1 257 25.1 130 128
Hewloundiand 9.7 9.8 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.8
Frince Edward Island 9149 a4.1 50 a7 11 1.2
Mova Scotia 9.6 g93.8 4.3 4.1 2.2 21
New Brunswick 65.1 65.3 336 335 1.3 13
Quabar 11.0 104 824 828 6.8 6.8
Ontaric T4 78.0 5.5 53 171 18.7
Maniloba I 724 5.1 49 23.2 21.8
Saskaichewan 796 81.9 26 23 17.6 157
Alberta 80.9 823 28 24 16.2 15.3
British Columbia az.0 az.1 1.7 LG 16.4 163
Yukon ar.4d 8.1 25 2.6 10.0 23
Nortrwes! Termitories 541 55.3 27 27 22 42.0
Canada excluding Quabac 794 80.0 5.3 5.0 15.4 14.9

Wie; Theoss daty kave been ad/usted. See seckan [0 Ivioduction concarning Mngulskc data om ihe 1388 Cansus,

Sewte;

Statistics Conada, 1905 Conges wt Canada, Adjested Limjubstic Data, Conadla, provinces and Inmlicrias, Aprd 1284,
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Linguistic Composiion VYaries Greatly
Ameng Regions

The proportian ol 1ha population with pon-ofticial
mother longues vares ronskierably from region b
region. Table 1 lusirates this phenomenon. IE may
be seen tal the group “Other™ rapresents as Rtk
a5 0.8% of the population in Newloundiand and as
much a5 42,.0% In the Norihwest Terntorles [wing
mainly to atonginal languages in the Rtter case).

h is in Canada’s Eastam provinces that non-
official mother tongues are of the lowast proportions,
reaching al most 2.9% In Mova Scotia. In Quebec,
they represent onty €.6% of the papulation. Their
presence |s mosi signilicant in Onlaric and 1he
Wesiem provinces, varying from 15.3% in Alberla
o 21.5% . Manltoba,

Chant 1,

Pristigal Mother Tompee Greapt at 2 Percestape of Wa Population, ler Canada, 1986

Mothar tongue

Oiher

Friengh
25 1%

English
B2 1%

Metw: Thest data have boon adiustod. Seu SCRON (N ETMGUCTIoN G0AcAMing Wnpuishc dols from the 1985 Canges.

Sharee:

Statistes Canoda, 1AAN Canses of Canada Adjushd Linguishe 0ot Canade, provinces and teiores, Apnl 1968



Quebec is the only province with a French
Knguistic maprity (AZ.8%). New Brunswick follows
with 33.5%. Everywhere ctse in the country, French
as a mothar tangue i reported by less than 6%
of respondents.

It is Mewloundiand thal clalms he litke of
the most linguistically homopentous  province:
English 15 the mother tongue of fully 95.8% of
the popukation,

Parzons With French as Their Mather
Tengue Are Increasingly Concemtrated in
Ouebec

Mare than 85% of persons with French as their
mather tongue resided in Quaber in 1986 (as com-
pared 1o 34% in 1987). Furthermone, more tha B86%
of persons with English a5 sheir mether tongue resided
putside Duebec 31 the ime of e last census {as
compzred to 35% in 1981). Thare is thus an wgoing
polarization ol Canada's officlal languages betweaen
two territories; Ouebec and the rest ol Canada.

Lanpuages of Europaan Origin Remain
Impertant, but Languages from the Thinl
World Are Galning Ground

In Tahte 2, we bave chosen 1o braak down the
third EnQuistic group {desipnated as “Other”), in
order 1 shed light on some of its key elaments.
piition o ihe official tanguages — English and

French — and the aboriginal languages, we have igen-
tified the four languages of Eurcpean: ongin and the
four kangauges of Third World arigln that are o the
preatest numerical importance in Canada.

Among 1he main knguages of European onigin,
Rakiow ranks first, followed closely by German
Ukcralnlan and Pertupeese are respertively tha third
and fourth in arder ol importanca. Counting only singk
respanses, these four languages acoount tor 1.2 mil-
lon parsons, of roughly 5% of the inial populaticn
ol the coumtry.

The four main lanjuages originating in developing
counrbes. accound for nearky 2% of Canadians or a
haif milllon persons (single responcas]. Chimess has
by far the greatest nomerical importance, acornt-
ing for roughly 1% of the population. Mexl in rank
are he Imindrankes lanpuanes (Punjati, Hindi, Urdu
and Persian [Farsl) are the major companents of s
group), followed by 1he Mataye-Polyectien [anguages
{mainly Tagalog (Piliping)) and then Vielsamese.

Worlh noting in Table 2 i the high number ot
muitiple respanges for each of he languages men-
Honad. A great number of persons stated that 1hey
had kearned ai least twe nguages in their childhood
and were still able 10 ynderstand them. Thus the
muiher tongue gures based on SIngke IOSPONSES AN
in 3 58n38 3 minimum eshmate.

The aboriginal languages: consisi primarily of the
Algongulan banpuages {Crea, Ojitway) [B5%), (nukdit
{15%] and ihe Athapaskan languages {Dene) {10%).
In the case of aborginal peaples, it {s worth noling
that 1here are hera agaln 3 sizahle number of multiple
rsponses (morg ihan 37,000).

LK



Mummber of Persons in Pogutstion Witk Selectod Mother Tewgues, for Canada, 1986 — 100% Data

Mother Single responses Multiphe responses?
Tungué No. of persons % No. ol persons
Engfish 15,334,085 1.0 904,915
Fremch 5,159,748 24.3 415,505
Abaciginal 138,058 0.6 37485
Emvopean

Nalian 455,820 1.8 87,095
German 430,640 17 B8,675
Lkrainkan 208,415 0.8 68,585
Portuguese 152,945 0.8 26,110
Sublofal 1,256,900 5.0

Third World

Chinese 266,560 1.0 42,350
Indo-ranian? 139,585 0.6 45,100
Malayo-Pakynesian’ 47,045 0.2 27.375
Vistnamasa 41,560 02 9,000
Sublatal 493,750 2.0

Other single mespensat 371,860 38

Mulliphe respunses 954,940 3.8

Telal papulation 25,309,335 100.08

T Exchades 1505 Conswd dala fov 08 of Mo incompheisly snwmordied Ian reservgs o Indisn catfements,

2 inctudes Mindi, Urdy, Pwijoli, Boogas, Sishalese, Passian (Earsi) amd oiher indo-icankan Longuages.

3 nctudes Tagalny (Filiping], Indinesian (Wakay) 3ed othar Makryo-Poiymesian languages.

4 Rapresents the number of persons who reparld having iNis molher tongus 3ng wilh g Of Mor wHker Wethr bangues.

Saurey:
Shtisics (mata, 1986 Cenges of Canadg, Longeage Far 1, Tabh 2, Calakegue Mo, 93-102, Decembar 1887,



Linguistic Regions of Canada

Considering the sizabla variations in the linguistic
make-up ol Canada's ditherent regions, it is inbanesting
10 battar kientify the “linguishic” reglons of Canada on
ihe basis of ihe disiriiution of the oficial languages.
Chart 2 shows the olicial Languape minorities 45 a
parceniage of the population i conain reglons in
which they are numaricalty iha most imporiant — bas-
cally Queaber, Ontarlp and Hew Brunswick. We have
ihus identified eipht linguistic repions:? Quebac,
divided into Iwc reglons (the Montréal census
melropoiian arga (GWA) and the rest of Duebac),
Ondario divided into threa regions (ihe northeast, the
southeas! and the rast of Ontario),! Haw Brumswick
divided into twa regions? (ihe pordh and east, and
he soulh), and the rest of Canada.

This breakdown shows threa regions with an
Engish minorty and fve regions with' a French

minciity. Quebec has a still-zizable English mindrity,
but one which has been shrinking in shsolita
numbers sinca 1976 and which now constitules
only 0% of the population. Seventy-thrae parcent
of this English minority k& concenirated in the
Montréal census mabropelian area (CMAL The
region covering North and East New Bronswick alzo
hag an English minority, which however is relatvely
larger (40.7%) ihan Quebec’s.

In 1he othes five regiars, Franch is n a Minde-
ity position: it 15 spoken by less than 5% in the
“rgg1 of Onanio™ (2.2%), in the “rest o) Canada™
{2.5%). and in souwih Mew Brunswick {4.7%)
By conirast, northsast Ondarla {33.2%) and
southeasi Ondaro (24.2%;) have lager French
minoritles.

3wy ixsedl the roghonad Draakdan used by Révoan Lackapels in @ Sallsiics Canada publcation amAied Ragon e the Demowraphic

Siluation i Compda, 1986, Crialogue Mo, 1-20%, pages 108154, May 1947,
A The norTeaest iwies

th follewing censug dhvisions: Coclwane, mmm wmmrmelmm
of Dttawa-Cana

of this salragule’ Concabubes 4.3% of the pepuolaten of Datani), Tha soueast consists

o, Prazcoll and Rossall,

Sxorrwont, Dhandas and Glengamy (1w papolatin ot [his subiaglon congiivtes B.2% of the population of Ontan) The rest of Owtano
nCldas ol ol Condms ivising i the prowinge, Ha popeiaion conslles B67_5% of the pepukeden of Owtaro,

5mmwmmmmmmmmm Gopcasiar, Kond, Wewdowaska, Moriesnbariond,

, Wicioria amd

Rashgmuche,
mwmmummmnmdmmﬂmmMm}whmmﬂmﬁ
of all e Eankus diviskang in th prvings, omd s pepolaten conwirtes 48,3% ol e poputirtion of Mew Brnswici

19



Chant 2. DéRcial Lenguage Minecities 35 a Parceaiage of e Pepulstian, lec Consdn ond the Regions, 1988

g 30 )

Canada

Horth and wagt
Haw Brunzwick

South
few Brgngwick

Friench minorily

M rgal CiA,
T [—

Rest ot Cneber

Sowiheati CIntania

Norihgas Dnlanic

Repl o Owddwrit

Fug1 of Canada

Wphy, These dota hanvl baen aiusiel, 589 Saction in Inroduction ctncaring Bngeistic dats from the 1988 Cancus,

Seume:
Shallchics Canada, 1951 and 1985 Cansuses. wigmbikched Eabies.
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Linguistic Divarsity Is Greater in the Major
Census Meiropelitan Areas (CMAs)

It ks In the: large metropoiiian areas thal Enguistic
diversity i3 greatesi. # 15 a known fact that new.
Lomers tand bo gather and concentrate in highly
urbanized areas. To dlustrate this phanomenan, wa
szamined ihs situallon i thras CMAS: Montréal,
Torento and Vancouver, Chiart 3 clearky shows thil
nguistic givergity [espacially in terms of the propor-
thon of the population represented by the proop
“{rer™) is much mor developed in melropolitan
regians Han is the case mverall in the correspond-
g provinces.

Thara is indand a concantriion of parsons whose
mather tengue is piher thar English or French in the
CMAs. Thug, in the Montréal CMA, the proporiian o
this subpopulation {1.3.4%) ks nearly ning limes highar
than in the rest of Quebsc (1.5%). For the Torando
CMA, the proportion is greater (26.3%) in comparisen
with 1he rest of Ontanic {10.9%), and the same
phenomenon exists in the Yancouver CWMA, whers
21.3% of the papytation has a mother tangue piher
than English or French, as compsared to only 1t.5%
in the rest of British Columbia. Howaver, it should

Chat 3. Principal Meweor Tongue Gmems as a Percewiage of the Papuiakion, Toremo, Mowicksk amé Vancauver
CMAs, 1536

L

1]

)

20

Towanlo CWA

Manirgal CMA

Vauhet tugr Gk

Mols: Thesh daky have bedh adected. San seckion In bvbdmslion of dinguiss dads inet the 1005 Canses,

Saurta:

Sty Coasda, 1996 Consws wt Canada, Adjesiod Hoguisha data, Sekociod Consws mounpoiian arsas, At 1909,



be noted that the Montrdal CMA has the lwest
proportion of persons with a mother ionpue ather 1han
English or Franch and that the Toronio GMA has

the highest.

CMAS and 1he Linguistic Diversity in 1986

To giva 2 hotter Idea of the linguistic diversity
thal exists in the CMAS, we chaose the 13 mother
tengues most important umericaly in 1986 in each
of the threa CMAs selected, based of singis
responses {Table 3). In addition to assessing the

ralative imponance of sach group i each CMA,
we noted sivilarities and diflerences among the
three GMAsS.

= The Yanceuver CMA Is Hetable for ks
Significam Aslaw Languages Minority

First wa nirle & certain resamiblance betwesn

Toronde and Vancouver as regands the ofiicial
languige graups: both have a very larga English
magority (£9.9% in Torondo and 75.5% in
Vancouver) and a very Small French minority

Takin 3. sember of Raspondealy sad Percontage Divirbution of the Pepulatian by Selecied Mather Tangwes for
Cealn Cansus Meiropefilan Areas, Tor Conadta, 1986 — 100% Dala
Torania Maniré:l Vancouver
Mather No. of Mothar Ho. ol Muoiher No, of
tongue respordens % hongue rasponents % longue respondents e
1. Emlish 2395150 69.% 1. French 1874120 67.6 1. English 1,043,020 755
2. Hakian 193,205 56 2. English 433,095 145 2. Chinese 76,150 55
3. Chirwiga 84,210 2.7 5. Itatlan 115,855 44 3. faman 15,18 2.6
4. Porfuguese 78,035 2.3 A Greak 39,545 1.4 4, Indp-kanian Az 120 24
lanquages’
5. German 52,785 1.5 5 Spanlsh 22480 0.8 5 French 17,710 13
6. Greak 45 955 1.3 6. Portuguess 2045 0.7 6 Idlan 17170 1.2
7. indo-ranian 44,210 1.3 7. Chinese 15770 &5 7. Dutch 10635 048
Ianguapas!
4. French 43,845 1.3 B German 14080 05 8, Ukrainian 9065 07
9. Palish 37,065 11 9. Polish 12,485 04 9 Maawo g4 D6
Potynesian
kanguages?
10. Spanish 29805 09 10, Arabic 12,335 0.4 10, Japanase G800 0.3
11. ikrainian 29,13 08 1. Vistnanmese 10,080 0.3 11, Epanish £.830 0.4
12, Hungaran 19,575 0.6 12. Ammenlin 9,060 0.3 12, Portuguese 5815 9.4
13, Walwo- 18565 0.5 13 Yiddish 9005 03 13 Folish 5640 0.4
Pobmesian
Lanpuagesd
Othwer 170,855 5.0 Other 63,495 22 Other 40945 A&
Mulliple 173,845 51 Multiph 189175 5.8 Mukiiple 56,425 4.1
rasponses TRSPONSES EspUnGes

Tl peputalien 3427170 1000

Tatsh population 2,921,385 100.0

Tetah popuiaiien 1,300,730 104.0
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1 [nchudés Hindl, Pungat, Urdw, Bengali, Sishakwsa, Porsian (Fari) and ower (no-iranian tanguages.
2 |nciippas Tapalen (AMpinG), Indwnosio (Makry) and gier Matoy-Poln sskan Languegss.

Sy

SEmhes Conada, 1986 Cenwus ol Camada, Table MTSGAGIE and special fabls.



(1.3% in both CMAs). In addifion. with regard
to non-officlal madher 1ongue groups, among
the slx most sizable groups, atter Enghsh, are
Maliam, Dhinwss apd Barman. However, il will
be noled that the proportion of persons with
Asian mother 1ongues {Chiness, Indo-Iranian
languages, Malays-Folynesian languages,
Japanese} is much higher in Vancouver {9.0%)
than in Toreaio {4.6%) and Montréal (0.9%),

In Meniréal, the Main Hon-sflicial Lan-
guage Minerities Continug 1s Be These
ol Eurspean Sieck

The shuation of Montréal is very ditferan
Snce its popation cantaing a large majority
{67.6%) of parsons whose mother tongue is
Fronch and an English minoeity {14.8%) that iz
very sizable in relation to the oiher linguistic
minorites. in Momréal the lamest non-official
language minanties cominue to be of Evropean
stock {hallan, Gresk, Spanish, Porfuguesa).

Linguistic Diversity in the CMAS in 1941

In order to highlight the siiking inffuence ol

immigration on the lnguistlc make-up of Canada a3
awhole: and rone sspadially on s lags metropolitan
areas, we have assembied in Table 4 data similar
10 thosa presented in the preceding fable. It shows
ihe 13 largest mother tongue groups in 1941, nearly
hall a century ago.é

— Mt 1941, the CMAs Were Linguist-

ically Mare Hemogeneous

It i first worth noting that i 1941 the
CMAS were Ingiistically more Himopensows:
English and French accounled for between
86.3% and 89.8% of the population. Alsn ol
interesi &5 1he moch graatar presence of mothar
tonpues of Eastem Eurapean and Scandinavian

orgins (0. Judeo-German, Polish, Ukrainian,
German, Stovak, Finnish, Horwegian, Magyar,
¢t} in 1941 thzn in 4986 in Toronto and
Montréal, Halian, while already present in this
gariar period (Toronto, 1.2% and Moniréal,
1.E8%), does ool in elther city represend s knge
a proportian of the population as in the last
census, in which it reprasanted at least 5.6%
ol the papulation in Torondo and al kast 4.0%
in Montréal.

In 1841, the Vancouver CMA Already
mui from the Toronto and Meniréal

in 1941, 1he overal] inguistic make-up of the
population of Yancouver was quite ditierent tram
that of 1he gther two metopolitan aneas stodied,
The: two karpes! lingulstic grioups after the Englsh
group wete of Asian onigin (Japanese, 2.6% and
Chinaze, 2.2%). It is worth noting that the sira of
the Japanese Enguistic group had talen consider-
ably by 1986, when it represanted onky 0,5% of
ttw popukition (excluding multipte responses).”
For ils part, tha Chinese group was 1o rise from
2.6% In 15941 10 5.0% in 1906, and the latter
parceniage relects only single responses,

Finally, a comparison of Tables 3 and 4
shows 13 that Some linguistic groups thil were
not among 1he 13 lagest in the 1941 Census
hava since prown and thus appear in Table 3
(1886 Censusk Porluguese, Spanish, Indo-
Iranian languages, Yielnamese, Amenian and
Malayo-Polynesian  languages, especially
Tagalog.

Thiss, an scaminadbon of the lnguistic make-
up af the Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver areas
al two diffarand paniods shows s that impariznt
chan(as have taken place in this domain, First,
there has been a redisbibution of the proportional
weigitl of cerfain groues That were akeady sizable
in 1941, and second, wew Saguistic greups from
Evmgpe and develeping countries have uminged,

6 The 1541 a2 arm it diroily Comparoble Wit Iw 1386 13 becawss ol varieys Ghanges {Sonil 0Nl BWiSIons, bk quetapnnoms,

T

mlplamm,clc.}.m!hwglu a Taiy accuraiy: pebat of th wilaraeces: in (M MRLRSC M kr M50 g CONGYS years
mmm mmlmhwwﬂhvmmm e s e Ko [l o Pl T ] st by o s Canclins
ng ar .
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Table 4. mmuwmmm-Muﬂmmmnsmmuﬂmm
Cortaln Metrapsitan Areas, for Cosada, 1541
Toranto Montréal Vancouver

Mother Ho. of Moiher Mo, ol Mither Ho. of
Longue respondents %% tongue raspondents % tongue respandents %
1. English 768,174 375 1. Frenth 770,963 632 1. English 20876 852
2. Judeo-German 40,749 4.5 2. Enghsh 303,430 266 2. Japanese 9065 246
3. Ukrainian 11,419 1.3 3 JudeoBerman 51,023 45 3. Chinese Fire 22
4. Polish 11601 13 4 halan 20904 1.3 4. French 3o 14
5. Walian 11,420 1.3 5. Polish 7420 07 5 Norwegan 158 1.0
6. Franch 7189 08 6 Ukrainian 70651 06 6. Gaman 3493 1.0
7. GEman 4872 04 7. German 3,743 03 7. Swedsh a1 10
8. Finish 3084 03 8. Slovak 3300 03 & ltalan 2946 0B
9. Shovak 2858 0.3 % Magar 3345 0.3 9. RAyssian 2082 0.6
10. Gresk #1503 0. Russian Zagy 03 10, tkrainian 1,872 05
11. Chinesg 2414 03 11, Lithuanian 2379 0.2 11 Fiish 1860 0.5
12, Magyar! a1z 0.2 12 SyranfArabic 2249 02 12 Gaekc 1430 0.4
13, Russian 1,957 0.2 13 Greek 1,862 02 3. Finigh 1,95 04
Oiher 10,527 1.2 (ihar 3995 09 Other 9,105 2.6
Total popalatien 80451 104.0 Tels! populatisn 1,159,521 100.0 Toind pogalation 351,401 100.0

1 wchudon Hangaran,

Z4

i
Daminton Bweow of Statisles, 1941 Cansus ot Canads, Yoluna W, m E Locl Subdlvisions, Table 55, poges 778779,



THE PULL OF ENGLISH

tence of linguistic groups is a junclion

of thrae bask; demograghic phanamens:
morality, lartility and migration. However, in the
taze of haguistic groups, there 15 a fourth phenome-
Hof, known as Rnguistic mobility, which relates
o exchanges batween e groups involved. Such
gxchanges may mean, for somea persons, thal they
give up thelr modher tongue a3 the language masl
ohen spaken 31 home and use anather langusage.
Thus, some (anguape groups may banefit from thess
axchanges {expatancing nel gaing) while athers lose
(et Ksses),

Language mohllity, 1han, reflects the vitalky
ol a languapge in a specitic cultural context. OF
cowrse, il is a compdex phenomengn which i
associated with other inferasting phenomena (bi-
ingualism, heterpgamyl, hefe we shall confing
ourselves o presenting the averall resul, using
a relatively simple and wel-known yardstick: 1he
tanguage centlmeity Imdex. This represens the rela-
fionship batween the number of persons speaking
lanpuage “x" at home and the number of persons
for wham the sama kanquage “x" is the mother
tongue.d A corfinuity index of more than 1 signl-
fies that a language exens a power ol attraction
al the expensa ol other kanguages, such that it
achievas more gains than losses; a continuity ingex
ol less than 1 means that & language registers mors
lozsas than gains In Hs exchanges with other
languages. We shall focus primanly on the oificial

A 5 with any-popuiatin, the continued axis-

lanpuages ([English and French), sinca 1he 1986 data
du not land themselves 10 2 good assessment of 1he
situation of the non-otiicial language groups.

English Exarts a Pull Everywhere, Regard-
less of Whether Hl I3 in 2 Minarity wor
Majerity Pesition

Tahle & dividas Canada hto certain regions in
which the two oficial Iangues are m aither a
majority or mingeity position jsee Charl 2).

Aeqardiess of whether it is in a2 majority o
minority posiion in a given region, English always
has a comtinuity index excesding 1. i 1921, tha
ndax varied lrom 1.03 in Sauth New Brunswick to
1.19 in he Montréal GMA. The siluation had changed
wery Iittls In 1986; indesd, the continuity indicas jor
English were ewen samawhal higher in Qusbec. The
stuation abservad in 1986 thus shows that languape
transfers are sidl warking 10 the benafit of the

English group.

For the French group, the sibgation nbssrved
in 1986 shows very Itk chanpe Trom 1981, French
holds s own in Queber [index of 1.00). Dutside
Duebac, the overall shuation indicates that saven par-
Sons out of ten with Franch a5 their mother tongue
mis1 nfien spasak it al home. OF courss there are &
few regions in which 1he loss ol Franch ks less drastic:
north and east Mew Brunswick (B.96), southeast
Omario {0.83] and nontheasi Ontarn (0.81).

3muwmlmwlmmmmmwmmmammmmmammm|mm

Canadic Evolption passhe &1
The Tndex Caloulaimd hier wos cames
ol lomgue and |oeguage speken Ft home,

g, MoMTSa, Instilul di fecharches politees, 1960,
N o 101 T Wl s A e bkl riumibar oF FREOONCNS will Fespect k0 Bl
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A5 to the linguistic group "Other”, its language
cortinuity index does not mxceed 0.73, observed in
Ouebec. In Canada a5 a whole, it s a mere 055,
Smes in Canada il |s unilkaly that a sizable number
of mbividuals would choosa 10 effect a lanpuage

trancfer 10 a language other than French of English,
it i chear that a greal number of individuals whose
moiher tongus was a non-olficlal lanquage opted Jor
language transiers (o tha offickl (anmuages, aspecialy

Englich, even in duebec.

Table 5. Papaiation by Mather Tangue, Langeage Sast Ofien Spakow at Homse sad Lasguape Cantineity Index, for
Canada and Roplens, 1951 and 1906
Mother tongue Lam m::m Gontinuity index

Reqan

English Freach {xther Englizh French Mher  English French (Rher

1561
Condie 14,510,485 6,249,100 3,175,625 16.42590% 5923010 1,734,585 .11 096 055
New Bronswick 453315 234,000 2,060 468,545 216,535 4245 .04 D94 047
Haorth ang sast 153,295 219365 3H5 161,850 208,750 1,970 147 086 051
Hew Brunswick
Souih New 300,020 14,665 5,150 J04,695 7,835 2275 103 054 045
Brmswick
Duebac T NG 5307015 425260 09,145 525683 303090 196 1.00 072
Montréal [CMA) 521,585 1,968,750 371950 615065 1852460 264205 119 1.00 0.72
Rest of Quebec 184,525 3,338,265 53,320 194,080 3,304,370 3ga8s 1.6 100 074
Qmarip 6678765 475605 1,470,735 7337255 332945 B6A065 111 0.7 B59
Southeast Ontario 449370 11 4G 61,025 497455 143,210 33490 112 0.B4 055
Horiheast Dntadio 233640 137,540 34,000 273,025 111340 16640 118 (B2 049
Rest o1 Onlario 5995755 166,655 1,375620 6,565,375 77795 #3835 111 047 060
Rest of Canada 7.080,265 232,450 1,270,555 7,010,960 118,655 563180 112 051 045
19861

Canada 15,709,515 6,354,045 3,245,005 17245900 G015680 1,756,425 191 096 0.5%
Hew Bronswick d62,090 237,545 %010 478425 219,350 4355 104 093 049
Horth and east 154,915 222,065 4025 163,750 210,535 2185 107 086 055
Hew Brunswick
South Mew a07.97s 15,480 4,985 34275 4815 2200 1.03 058 045
Brurswick
Quehec 670,720 SADBORS 444,775 796,605 5343210 M4600 11% 100 072
Maniréal {CMA) 496,260 2034940 390,155 600,360 2012130 275470 122 100 O
Rest of Quebse 182 460 3,374,045 54,620 196,335 3.331,080 323 109 100 073
Drrari 7.097.900 484,310 1510485 7,708,355 340,545 862270 111 0T 057
Southeast Ontario 497160 180,555 69,180 560000 148,420 40135 116 023 0.59
Hortheas! Drrtario 233,195 129965 28,115 270,585 104,205 12725 147 081 Q.46
Rest of Ontariy 6,367,545 173,700 1,422200 6958770 Broe20 sB4D 111 051 058
Aest of Canada 7470005 224005 1,279,725 178,730 112575 575160 111 051 D46

Wkl Dol O Eangmae Moct ol Spoken 3l homs axclme parsans ving i metitens such 29 isens and racl Mmes. Consoguenty,
totals Oifer Irom Ihese it fbiss on malher DAJEE.

1 Whlilpis respomsas Wor 1306 e ridistrioted Bccording w0 the distriution tsemcints ko 1981 {mhmmmmmarmu
and Owtadg regioes) wiich Makas the daia Hem e G5t i Consases noulbéy

Sy

Staiswcs Comads, 1985 Gosus of Canata, Adusied Linguisuc Dats, Canada, provinces and lemiories, Apct 1501, 200 unpuoRshed Lables.



Diversity of Hsma Languages in Canada

Fo give an Kea ol the diversity of home
languiapes in Canada, we use data from ihe 1986
Cansus question on languags most aften spaken at
home. In 1986, a sizable number of persons
{1 159,675, or 4.6% ol ihe Canadian populatinn)
reported spesaking more than ong languams 3 home,
It is 1theredore difficull 10 galn an exact (dea of the
number of persons speaking A given lanquage,
particutarly in the case of non-official Language groups.
What RaMrs ks the Dreakcowm o e main Baguages
spoken in Canada in 19817 and 1906, determined
solaly on 1he basks of single responses (see Table AL

In 1956, English was the tanpuage mos1 oftan
spoken at home by most Canadians, namely at least
86.3% of the 101al popudation, Inllowed by French,
spoken by a lsast 23.2% of the tolal population.

Ampng the non-pificial languages, two stand
out from ihe others (shown m Table 6), each
spoken al home by rooghly 1% of tha popula-
Hon. The two are Haollaw {1.1%) sed. Chinate
{9.9%).

n this scors, the 1986 results ars quits
comparable 1o ihosa for 1981, Furlharmore, the
same languages occupy the first seven posilions
{alihough their percentages have shifted). Among
the lasl four linguistlc groups, the absemce o
Ukrainian in the 1986 Centus is due o a shght
reduction in is percentage share of the population,
which puts it behind Spanish, even though the latter
retained the same percentage biom ong census 1o
the other, 10

%in 1981, 535,735 peryony 2. 2% of the populakion) reportad mome than ong

3poloan &1 home,

10 Tha nember ot respondesrts wilh Spentsh.gs Thelr mmosher tangue neze rom 46805 m 1981 1o 55 760 in 1985 (singls respoases
o), wrhib: T suxnbds of npomiats with Ukednian 22 thelr wgther 1ongue Toll from 30,473 In 1981 tp 45,050 in 1006 |singly

TEGpanGRS mby).

Toble €. Fopulation by Languope Spaken al Meme, ber Canads, 1581 aad 1986 — Single Rezpentos Onty
Language most 1981 Languags mos! 1986
ohen spoken No. of aften spoken No. of
at home respondents % at hoime raspondents Y
1. English 16,122,020 685 t. English 16,595,535  6A.3
2. French 50268845 4.2 2. French 5793470 232
3. Italian 344,480 1.4 3. nallan 271,835 1.1
4. Chingse 131,485 03 4, Chinese 230,450 0ng
5. German 147,120 0.6 5. Geamman 112,550 0.4
6. Panuguess 123,960 0.5 6. Poruguase 105,420 04
7. Greek 35,300 0.4 7. Gresk 72,550 0.3
B. Ukrainian a 475 0.3 . Aboriginal lanpuages! 67,750 0.3
9. Aboriginal languages’ ao 0.3 8. indo-Pakisiani lanquages? 65,790 &3
10. Indo-Pakistani languages? 62,680 0.3 10. Spanish 55,760 0.2
11. Polish 50,130 0.2 11, Palish 55,150 0.2
Other 440,135 13 Cther 431,040 1.7
Multigle respanses 5315735 2.2 Mulliple responses 1,150,675 4.6
Telal papulation 24,082,495 1090.0 Tolal pogutation 20022008 1040
1 wiciudes enty Cres, Ofway and ki,
2 wciues woly Hindl, Fusatd asd Lo

Tisex
Shatietice Compda, 1006 Comsus of Canady, Tabke LASGEODA.
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THE GROWTH OF BILINGUALISM N CANADA

arouses great interest, in view of ihe

nuerdus meases That have been taken 10
promota il in the past decade and & hall, Belween
1911 and 1581 a sizable increass in bilingyallsm
was naled; has the rend continued?

T e evolubion of bilingualism (French-Englich)

Mare Than Faur Milisn Persans in Camada
Are Bilingual

What was 1he situation with racpect to blinguat-
ism in Canada in 19367 Tabk 7 shows that the
biknguadisen raln in the couniny a5 a2 whole was
18.2%. Thys, moes then 4 milion Canadlans
(4055,160] reparisd baing bilingual in 1986.

Furihemnona, fewer than 300,004 persons (scarcedy
¥.1%% o the poputation) coukd nol Lot a conver-
Sation in either of the two olicial languages.

Billugual Persenz Are Concentrated in
Three Frovinces: Quebec, Ontaric and
Hew Brumswick

Bilingualism varies greally from one provings e
anathes. W ig in Queber that It is most signilkzant,
wilh a rate ol 34.5% (reaching Tolly 48% In the
Mondegal CMAL Indeed, Dueber has 2,226,745
hilingua! persons, represanting neatly 55% ol all
biflingual persans In Canada. Biingualism is also quite
commen in the two pravinces that have a falrly

Tabis 1.

Gleguaticm Kide it Percantage, e Conada and Pravinces, 1971, 1981 amd 1986

Bingualism rate
Region 1971 1981 1906
.llll-
Canadia 135 151 15.2
Newioundland 1.4 23 25
Prince Edward 15k 8.2 8.1 9.4
Hava Seotia 8.7 7.4 A1
Hew Brunswick 2.5 26.5 2941
Quebe 216 324 345
(ntarin 83 104 1.7
Manitoba a2 1.8 0.8
ESaskatchewan 5.0 4.6 4.7
Abberta 5.0 6.4 b4
Brilish Colimbia 4.5 57 8.2
Yuken 6.6 74 L.E
HNorihwest Tenilores N | 640 6.7

Mola: In 1571, Siatiskics Canada actamad (hat persons whose mathier g was Franch o Englich could a0 conduct 4 Commrsasen
0 Banrage. Thes, (e 19777 Xk Somuwhal donfa Mt (v nesnbar of bR parsomes i ¢ omgsrison ta 1881 and 1505

Sttt

Sttty Canada, 1871 Consys of Conada, Cxtaloges Ho W TG (3P-6), Spacial Bulletin, Awguest 1975;

Stetics Canode, 1881 Consea of Conada, unpublished data
Mﬂcﬁm1mﬂﬂmﬂMTﬁhuﬂm



gizable French-speaking minorty. In New Brunswick
there are moes than 200,000 blingual parsons, wilh
fhe resull thal the biingualism ratel? i nearky 30%,
and in Ontario there arg 1,057,625 [nearly 12% of
the population). Quabac, Onlario and New Bronswick
acrcun for 6% af the bifngual parsons in Canada,
whareas thay contain only §5% of 1ha otal populaiion
ol the cowntry.

Elsewhere in Canada, the biknqualism rate
nowhere exceeds 10%: it is (owest in Newlouncland
(2.6%) and highest in Prince Edward Istand (0.4%)
(Table 7).

Blingualism Continues 1 Advance in
Canada

Ovarali, bilingualism is continuing 10 advance in
Canada. Since §971, the blinguakzm rate has risen
from 13.5% 10 16.2% (Table 7). This increase is
occurring in all provinoss, except for Saskatchewan,
whers il has fallen since 1971, and Albera, whare
& has meraly been holding its own since 1981, Whits
il i difficult to make comparisons hetwaen the data
from 1ha 1971, 1981 and 1986 Cansusas, and while
the aging of the Canadian popukation is responsible
for parl of the Incraase in bilingualism, it may ba con-
cludad that there bas been 3 genuine increass in
bilingualism in Ganada. indsed, 1he bilinguallsm rale
rose Trom 15.2% in 1981 to 16.2% In 1986 It
ro5e much more sipnificanily among persans under
25 years of ape {fram 12.3% to 13.8%) than among
persons 25 years and over {from 17.5% 10 47.7%}
{Vable B).

increase in the Number of Blingual Persens
from 1981 o 1986

i 1986, there were 374,195 mare hilingual
parsans in Canada than in 1961 {3,681.960 In 1881
and 4,056,960 In 1988). Thiz Is an ncreass ol
10.2%, whareas the total popultion of Canada rose

ty only 1.9% during the same period. It should be
emphasized that the number of bilingual persons ross
in all provinges.

Threa provincas (Mew Brunswick, Juebec and
Ontarlo} account for 86% of bilingual persons. We
shall now consider which pravince showsd the
greatest incraase. In absokite numbars, the preatest
incraase was recorded in {usbec {161,645, lolowed
by Onkario {1.33,150) and Hew Bronswick (21,635).
However, considaring the ncraase in 1he toial poputa:
tion, the greatast relalive increase was observed in
New Brunswick, whare the number of bilngual
persons rose by 41.8% while 1he total population
rosa 1y only 1.8%. In Oz, the number of bilingLel
porsons rase by 14, 4%, bt the total popukation isel
rose by 5.5%. n Duebec, he increass in the number
of bilingual persins was Sh times graater {7.8%) Whan
the incraase in the popwlation as a whole (1.3%)
betwaen 1981 and 1966,

Bitingualism Is Advancing More Rapidly
Among Persons Under 25 Years

In the thres main provinces that we sxaming,
there was a more rapdd ncrease in bilinguaiism rales
amang parsons under 25 years than amang parsons
25 years and over (Table ). In fac1, the relalive
increase in bilinguakism rales was hree to five limes
graaier amony persons under 25 yaars than among
those 25 yaars and over, I was in New Brunswick
that this relative mcrease i hilingualism rates was
ihe greaiest batween 1961 and 1986, standmg al
neardy 10% a5 compared to 8.5% in Omarip and
£.4% in Quebec. The provinces rank the sama
for persons under 25 years and persons 25 yaars
and oved.

Blknguaflsm Accerding 1o Mother Tongue
in 1981
It is common knowiedgs that persons whose

mother tongue ks French sre much mara likély Lo be
bingual 1hem Anglophongs. Thiss, in 1981, more than

11 Thy bitingualion caie is simply Ihe properion of Diliged parsods wimin Ke ganerst popuialion



a third {36.2%%) of Francophones in Canada we
bilingual, 3z compared b only 7.5% of Anglophones
(Table 8). Among 1he roup “her” {Alophones), the
bilingualismi rate was 10.5% of the population. O
coursa thees wara majr diferencas. among the prov-
inces: i was in (lusbec (28.77%%) and New Brunswick
{60.5%) 1hat Francophonas were the leasi bikingual;

gisewhere in Canada, the bilinguatism rale amang
Francophones was very high (B4% 1o 90%). Among
Anglophones, bilingualism i 1931 was of course
highest in Quebec (53.2%). Elsewhers it was kss
than 5% excepl in Haw Brunswick (9%} and Onlario
(6.6%), the provinces wilh the largest French-
speaking minorities,

Tabie .

Blinmquaicm Rale in Percestage by Ape Grong, e Conada sud Cerisie Pravinces, 1981 and 1986

1981 1986

Aegion and Under 25 years Total Lnider 25 years Tudal

langurage 25 yaars and over 25 years ang ower

% e

Canada

English T3 7T 7.6 9.2 74 5.5

Franch 24.7 445 36.2 25.8 44.9 7.8

(ihar 119 2.3 10.5 18.4 100 11.5
Tolnl- 123 115 153 118 1.7 16.2
Mew Brunswick

English 9.4 a8 %0 t5.2 9E 1t.9

French 477 n.Js 09 496 723 63.2

Other 118 15.0 14.7 16.2 15.2 15.%
Tois ir4 3.8 28.5 28.5 s 21
Ouebes:

English 52.4 537 53.2 57.4 578 Rr.T

French 17.86 36.0 28.7 19.2 rs M.5

Qther 493 472 44.5 531 451 476
Total 231 ama 34 25.0 M1 3.5
Dataria

English 70 8.1 6.6 2.2 6.8 7.6

French 77.4 7.7 83.% i7.e 88.0 BT

Other 4.8 57 6.5 10.9 6.1 72
Total 10.7 0.8 n8 125 113 11.8
Rast of Conada

Enghish 7 349 3a 51 19 45

French EQ.7 A9s 6.9 na 86.5 870

Qther a8 3.5 3.6 12 35 15
Tl 5.2 8.7 §1 &3 6.5 G4

Wit Blllmgatism rates by modher (ongwe wive cafculzied by dissobiling mautiphe fesmonses re0arting molhad onQua Leifsmily amiong
Ihe languages reporied. This mathod provides a good approximation of bieguERom rilss.

Smimy

allgtics Conada, 1951 and 1986 Censuses of Comada, Special Cabikatens.
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Bliknguatism Actending to Mether Tongue
in 1986

For 19%6, we have chosen (o examine,
addition ty Canada as a whole, the siluation of the
above threa arovinces In onder 10 253633 W stalus
and devyslopment ol bligualsm acGanding to mother
tongue. 2 In Canada as a whols, bllaguaksm i mast
prevakent among Francophonas {37.5%), among
MAigphones the rale Is 11.5%, and among
Anglophomas, B.5%. Bilingualsm has progressed in
all three groups since 1881, in the thiee provinees
gxamined a5 well a5 in 1he rest of Canada. More than
hait of the Increase in the mmber of Biknguat persans
in Canada is atiributable o Anglophones,

itiz In Quebee That Asglophenes and ARe-
phones Are the Nest Bikngual

There: ane major differences between Quebec and
ths oiher provinces. OF 1he 1.3 million bilingqual per-
sons whose moker 10ngue is English, 384,000 reside
in Duebec. A till grealer number, 546,000, reside
in Ontari. However, the blingualizm rate among
Duehac Angioghones is 57 6%, as compared to 7.0%
among Ontario Anglophones. Francophonas are less
bilingusal in Quebet (30.5%) than in Haw Bronswick
{63.2%:) and Omaniy (34, F%h. As regands Allophones,
It is in Ouebec that ihey are the most bilingual
inearty 1 in 2), whereas only 15.5% and 7.2% of
Allophones are bilingual in Maw Brunswick and
Ontario respectively.

Young Anglophones and Francophones in
Quebac Are More Bilingual Than in 1981

Alihgugh bilingualism progressed in Duebet
bobwesn 1981 and 1986 (wilh an increase of
161,645 parsons, thr-guanes of whom wears

Francophones), thera was a decrease in 1he number
ol biingual parsons under 25 years, both among
Francophones (roughly 12.0080) and Anglophones
{approximatety 4,500). Thiz phenamenon is kngely
linked Lo the falling tarlility rate i Quebes in racent
yoars. However, when we examing the rales of
hillngualism atcording 10 Majr ape groups, we find
that, irrespeciive of mother 1ongus, They ncreased
more significanity among parsons under 25 years
{irem 7% to 10%, depending on mother tongue
groups) than among persans 25 yaars and over
{irom 2% to 6%, depending on mother tongue
groups}.

This phenomenon is of inlerest in thal R 15
pomarily among the yoong thal efiors have besn
tocussed i recend years o improve individuat
biRnuadis.

increasinply, Anglophenes Are Learning
French Thmugh immersion Pregrams

The cominuing growih of bilingualism In Canada
Is dus 10 severdl factors, one of which |5 ques-
tlonably the faci that increasing numbers of students
attending EnglishHanquane schools in provinces other
ihan {usbec are enrolled in French immersion pro-
grams. Indeed, mare than 184,000 Enghsh Canadian
sehool children were enrplied in such programs in
public schocts i 1938-190713 {Tahie ). Encolment
in Franch imimersion programs outside Ouabsc has
prown steadily since 1980-1981. On average, the
annual incraase ovar the peried was 19% for all
regians. By province, the average Increase vaned
from 12% to 37% |exclding Yokon and the
Northwest Territories).

B

12 ppa. anpluined In the Inkodecon how wa kad te comect the 1955 data I onise b b 20 estnaty of hlinguliom econiing e

Mt et
13 Taeee drta are dranwn from Siokistics Canatia, Miirity and Sacond Language Education. Ebwnantary amd Serondary L, 1988-1957,
Catalogws Bo. B1:257,



Tabke §, Humber of Stedomts Parficipating in French immeriien Pragroms s Publlc Schaok, 1500-1801 W 1936-1587,
s Conada, Provinces anil Tardiodes!

1990-  1981-  1982- 1983 19B4- 1985 1986 Average

Region 1981 1982 1983 1934 0BS 1986 1987  inprease (%)
Nawioundiand 392 554 742 870 1437 205 2521 7.3
Prince Edward lsiand 1,280 1,465 1644 1331 2081 2492 2514 1.9
Nova Scolia 590 865 869 804 1,000 1,859 2421 26.5
New Bronswick 5532 7390 9462 11,009 12,820 14530 15368 186
Omaric 46,638 53615 57971 65310 76527 G719 98,809 13.3
Manitoba 4206 5770 7580 0080 11,043 42581 14510 92.7
Saskalchewan 1603 2475 3069 3580 4735 5985 7503 29.3
Aberta? - . - 14523 16903 19017 21104 12.4
Biritish Columbia 4368 5704 5184 9007 12632 15500 18,744 27.5
Yukon 35 92 130 17 186 247 291 42.9
Horthwas! Tenitories 37 53 102 159 192 224 261 385
Tetal, Canads G781 TLIIE 80445 117,348 139835 162,338 184345 190

1 i uebec, English immersion programs an Smos nom eiiclest Acoordiog K tv Misdstry of Educalion, onty seme 100 stedosts
wats saichiad In Such prograns. By GoRirst, Qusisc provided French immersien prograts ke apradmalsly 16,000 studaats in
1986-1007, Eomlnend it R peogrames has temained lalively stabl ainge 196015081,

7 Oata for 19804581 40 T332-1ANI e nod Avalahs ki AaLa,

Souce:
?ﬂlm Carada, ¥wncrity and Secoed Language Education, Blamantary and Eacondary Lovels, 1506-19457. Calaingue Mo, 257,
abb 10,
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Approximately 13% of Public Schools Oifer
French Inmersion Programs

Tatwe 10 shows that French immersion programs
wore oflared in 13% of the public schoos i prov-
inces other than Quebec in 1906-1947, representing
an increase of 2% gver the preceding year. Excapt
tor ‘okon and the Horthwest Terriores, all regions

bava offered French immersion programs at the
elamentary bevel since 19811982, In 1986-1987,
oy Prirce Edwand Igland, Yukon and the Northwast
Teriktories &id nol offar immarsion coursas in all
grades at the elemartary and sacondary lavels,

Tabke 14. Propestien of Publicc Schaoks Offesing French immarsios Prepeams end Percentage of Elgiie Stadents Enrelled
in Such Pragroms, fr Canada, Provinces and Terdtorles, 1986-1587
Total number of Schanls. otiering Progortion Humber ol Propariion of
Regian pobiic Schools MMErSInn progeam of schools Studants in studlents enrolisd
(%) program (%)
Hew found and 543 29 4.8 261 18
Princa Edward Istand 69 21 0.4 2.514 1.3
Hova Scotia 542 Jo 5.5 244 1.4
Mow Bronswick 433 103 Zia 15,368 14.3
Ontarip 4,905 g20 16.7 90,509 58
Manitiba o 76 10.7 14,619 75
Saskatchewan 924 58 63 7,503 az
Albena 1,524 135 a9 21,194 4.7
British Columbia 1,541 151 9LE 18,744 in
Yikan 25 1 4.0 29 g
Norhwast Terrtorigs i2 3 4.2 261 20
Tatal, Canalls 11,338 1427 126 184,345 5.3

34

1 |n Outbiec, Engiich Immarsion pograms are gimost won-srlsHnl Acconding ke (b Minkstry of Edwcalion, only sama 10D Gulas
wore anyolied i such ograms. By pontrast, Guabec provided Frvec mision proprams ler apmeimabely 18,000 clskous
18086-1987. Exvginband n thace phogeamns has iwnained rdatively Mable since 1980-1981,

Shwres

More Than 5% of the Eligible Students in
English Camada Are Ewroled in French
immersion Pragrams

During 1925-1937, 134,345 stwdents garlici-
pated in French Immnersion programs, reprasenting an
increase of 14% (approximately 22,000 siudents}
ovar the year bahoura. The number of particiants
represanis 5.3% of tha aligible school enroiment {ele-
mendary and secondary). The panicipadion rabe varas
greatty dram one provinge to anather, ranging from
1.4% tor Hova Seofia 10 16.3% in New Brunswick

istkes Comaa, Winolty an Secod Lanpuzge Edvcallon, Elaresntary and Sevandary Livels, 19551967, Cutaioped Wo. $1-257.

{Tabie 105 The rate of participation in French immmer-
shn programs for Canada as a whole bas risen
steadiy since 1981-1982, whh annual increases
ranging from 1.4% to 5.3% between 1951-1552 and
19B6-1 987, This 15 indicative of the inbargst Tha
English Canadians are showing in Eingualism, and
it partially agcounds for the trends nobed above
regarding 1he growth of blingualism cuiside Gusbec.



CONCLUSMN

The proportion ol Francaphones i Guebec continues to increase,

a5 dogs the proportion of Anglophones in the rest of the country.
Linguistic diversity 15 orowing a5 a result of signilicant changes In
immigratlon sources. immigrants from developing coundries represent
smak but growing mmaritias.

C learly the trends observed during the 19705 have continued.

English continues to be the language exarting the greatesi pult, bath
in regions in which it is n a majority position and in those in which
it is in @ manarity position. Even In Quebec, English continues 10 benghi
irom language ransfers.

Bilingualism is continuing to increase in fanada and in most
provinces. Furthermore, fhe ncrease is greatér amang the young
g-dar 25 years of age) ihan among persuns 25 years and over.

a national scale, Francophones continue to be the most bilinguaal,
follawed by Allaphones and Anglophones. However, in Quebec, i1 is the
Anglophangs who are the most bilingual. in a groportion amost double
thit ol Francophones,
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(uestions Asked in the 1986 Census Regandlng the Lingelstic
Characteristics of Wdividuals

APPENDIX
Mother tengue

Twestion 6:
What is the language you first keamed in childhood and st ungerstand?

English

French

Itakian

German
Ukrainian
Other (specify)

Language spoken at home

Duexion ¥8:

What language do you yourseX¥ speak at home now? (If more than ane
language, which lanquage do you speak most oflen?)

English
French

lkalian

Chingse
Genman

{ther (specily)

Official languages

Question 19:
Can you speak English or French welt snough % conduct 3 conversation?

Mark ane box only.

English only

French only

Both English and French
Neither English rar French
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