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FMQANTREAL, 2n_d December, 1875,

o the Honoruble the Secrelary of Stale, -

Sir,—I have the honor to report to you, for the information of -

His Excellency the Governor-General in Council, in reference to the
porformance of the duties imposed on the- Commlsslon by your

— instructions.-of - the—28th-June 1875, viz. i—“To_ mvest:gate —the—_»—m '

| “nature and extent of the commercial advantages to be derived =~
“from the construction of the Baie Verte Canal, to connect the
“ waters of the Bay of Fundy, at Cumberland Basin; with the Gulf
“St. 'Lawrence, at Baie Verte; further, that the Commissioners -
“ should vigit Halifax, N. 8, St. John, N. B, Charlottetown,P E1,
“Quebec and Montreal,” and such other places as may seem -
“ desirable, and take such evidence at each of those placcs a3 may
“enable them to gather carefully the opinions of the commercial
“ community, and especially of captains and sailing masters of = = .
“ vessels, as to the oommercml value and advantages of the pro- il : ‘
“posed canal.” \

§ -/~ The Commissioners held their first meetmg at Montreal on the -

18t Jﬁl};f 1876, at which were present—The Hon. ~“JOoHN YOUNG
Montreal; the Hon. W. P. Howwranp, CB, Toronto; J. W. -

""LIWI‘%'EE{QGE,” Esq., St. “John,” N:B;; F.”BRAUN, Secretary of tl;e T

LR
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_Depai-tnient«if Public Wc;ri{s of Canada, appointed ‘by. the Goveni-

ment as Secretary ry of the Commission ; PET_ER JACK, Esq, of
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“ ceeded to, and took evidence, at the following places, viz. -—

Halifax, not bejng able to attend. :
After several conferences, 1t was deemed advxsable to begin -
takmg evidence as to the advantages of the proposed canal in
Prince Edward Island,and to have prepared two maps, showing
the various routes between one part of the Dominion and the .
other, and to the West Indies, South America and Great Britain,
with tables of the distances between the various ports.  This
duty was ably performed by Fred. W. Hyndman, of Charlottetown, -
late of the Gulf St.- Lawrence and Newfoundland Admiralty

-~ ~=Burvey, under Capt. Orlebar, R.N,, and those maps, with the tables
of distances, have since been checked by Capt. Rudolph, Harbonr

Master of Montreal, an intelligent and experienced seaman.
In pursuance of their instructions, the Commissioners pro-

Prince Edward Island

Charlottetown.
Summerside.
~ Alberton,

New Brunswick: — .

s Dalhousie, — ~—- —- e

Bathurst,

Newcastle.

Chatham, |

Sackville, T
- 7T 8t. John.

Nova 6cot!a s

e Picton,
4 Ambherst. .
. Baie Vﬁrte;"“_‘"” Vs, o i < ol e T p e 4 an A e e

-—--  Halifax,

Montrers.
-y Quebeo,
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‘ Um'ted States

* Gloucestor.
Cape Ann, R T

By circulars and notlces in newspapers at each of those places,
and others not enumemted all such persons as are designated in the
instructions were invited to appear and give evidence before the o
Commissioners,

The Commissioners also proceeded to the mte of the propwed
canal, and mz{de a careful inspection of each terminus.

v The prOJect of'—umtmg the waters of the Bay of Fundy with
_..the waters of the Straits of Northumberland at Baie Verte by a

canal, has, for the last hfty yoars, engagtd much of the public
attention.

Haliburton, es. far back a8 1820 in his “History of Nova
-« Scotis,” refers to the importance of the canal; while Colonel
Bouchette, C.M., Surveyor-General of Lower Canada, in his work
on “ The Bntlsh Dominions of North America,” published in 1882,
points to the advantages-whick it would secure.

In 1870, Messrs. Allan, Gzowski, Calvin, Laldlaw, Garnean, ,
" Stairs and Jardine, were named, by the Dominion Govemment .
—Commissioners--to- institute -and--make -a - thorough - enquiry-on-a ~--——————=3
comprehensive improvemr nt of the canal system of the Dominion,
and ‘were instructed to report “On the construction of a canal
“through_the Isthmus dmdmg the Bay of Fundy from the Gulf
“ 8t. Lawrence at Baie Verte”” -

. Those gentlemen in their report say :—

»—*~‘Llnseparably connected-with-the-growth-of=intercolonial mdof——*:m;— ;
“is the construction of the Baie Verte Canal. The advantages that "
~“must accrue, not merely to the Dominion as a whole, but to the
“ commerce of the Maritime Provinces, are so clearly pomted outby
“the Boards of Trade of all the leading cities of Canada, and by
“ men mterested in the development of our commercial citicg~not .
-~ simply the. merchants of St.John and other places iir-the-locality-
“of the proposed canal, but merchants of Hamilton, Toronto,
" Ottawa, - Montreal and Quebec,—that it s superfluons -for-the -
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« Commxssxoners for more than bneﬂy refer to a few sahent features »
“ of the scheme.
« A gteamer laden Q(h ﬂov r for St. John, N. B, now goes down
« the Gulf as far as Shediac, where the cargo is transported by rail
“{o its destination. The total distance by water from Shediac
“ through the Gut of Canso and round the coast of Nova Scotia to
“the Bay of Fuudy, as far as the commercial capital of New
“ Brunswick, is about 600 miles, and the consequence is that there
«ig little or no direct communication between the Bay of I“lmdy
. % ports and those of the River St. Lawrence.
© “By a canal through the Isthmus, from Shedlac, the dlstance to
« 8t. John will not be more than 100 milds. This fact will show
“ the insuperable obstacle that now exists to anything like extensive
% commerce beiween Montreal and the Bay of thdy ports of New
“ Brunswick and -Nova Scotia, and the great fmpulse that must
S necessanly be given to the trade by the opemng out of a route
" “yhich will shorten distance so considerably, furtiish an inland
“ navigation from the lakes to -Boston, and consequently lessen
“ freights between those points at least twenty-five per cent, -
* «The fishing interest of the Gulf St. Lawrence, Prince Edwand
“ Island, and the north shore of New Brunswick, will be promoted,
«while the coal trads of Fictou will have a safe and shorter Toute
_ “to ports in the Bay of Fundy, and to those on the north-eastern
: “ coast of the United States; and that the most suitable size for the
= “locks on-the proposed Baie Verte Canal will be 270 feet in length - -
- “of chamber between the gntes, 40 feet in ‘width, and have 15 feet
“ draught of water on the mitre sills.” -
‘ Such have been the impressions glven to the pubhc regardmg
-the ‘proposed canal; and although it is not any part of the in-
~ structions of the Commissioners to consider the route of the canal
or its engineering difficulties of oonstructlon, yet it may serve &
good purpose to briefly relate theé varions surveys which have been
made of the canal, and the estlmates of its cost, with dimensions. o
_.____.In 1822, under instructions from the Goyernment of New
‘ Brunswxck R. C. Minnette, C.E, made a survey for a canal
o between-the -Bay-of Fundy and Baie Verte, and recommended a
: depth of four feet, to be fed by fresh water,

%
{C
T
;
F £
5.
:
1
4
25
£
:
;
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estimated the cost at $298,006, wrth six locks of 105" feet by -

—In 1825, , Francis Hall (}E made a survey “of the canal and DR

20} feet, and exgnt feat of “Watar oni the initre sills. -

In 1826, Thomas Telford, O.E,, examined Mr. Hall’s plons, and -
" advised locks of 150 feet by 40 feet, and 13 feet on the “mitre sills, -
estimating the cost at §686,962, - - - =~ ——

‘Capt. Qrawley, of the Royal Engineers, was next employed
at the joint expense of Canada, New answxck and Prince
Edward Island, and he advised locks 150 feet by 40 feet, with
nine feet on the mitre sills, but gave it as his opinion that it was
impracticable on_account of the deficiency of the fresh water
supply, as he objected to using the Bay of Fundy tidal waters .
to supplement the deficiency.

" In 1869, John Page, O.E, "Chief Engineer of the Department
of Public Works of Canada, reperted that an abundant supply .
of tresh water might be obtained by adopting a lower level than
that proposed by Hall and Telford, but advised farther sorveys.
In 1872, G. E. Baillairgé, C.E,, Assistant Engineer Department
of Publi¢ Works, reported to Mr. Page that the best line was from
Au Lao to Tidnish, water to be taken from the Bay of Fundy

_ by means of one or more rivers connected in reservoirs; length of

. canal, shore to shore, 1884 miles; length-of canal, from 16 feet at
—low water Bay of Fundy to 16 feet at Baie Verte, 2143 mﬂﬁ,*"wf'«“’?
logks, 270 feet by 40 feet; navigable draught, 15 feet.

Canal Commissioners, in 1871, reported in favor of a canal
of 270 feet by 40 feet on a different line, and estimated the cost,
wnth 15 feet draught, at §8,250,000. '

ment a half-tide canal, via Laplanche, Long Lake and Tidnish, at . .- -
-8 cost of §6,417,000; 1ength of canal between entrance locks bemg :

_ .o In1873, Messrs. Keefer and Gzowskr recommended to. Govern-;.wm i

20} miles. - - R
In 1873, Mr. Balllalrge furnished an estimate of cost of a half-
- tido canal on the Au Lac and Tindish lme, capable of extensxon to
a full- tlde canal. ‘ .-

- J-m-#“H ~One bued on Mr. Keefor's project- for 13- hours* avigation $5,660,000- SR T
W« higown for 16 hours' navigation......... Yo rese 8,217,849 N
Also colt for a full-tide ceml. centnseesn sentecueveernensens 8,088,840 - T
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In Decembcr, l873 Mr. Page reported on both Mr. Keefer and

" Mr. Baillairgé’s projects, condemning Mr. Keefer's line, and approy.

- ing Mr. Baillairge's. He estimates the cost, with certain modifica-
tions :— ' *

¢ N
T i s i o'y o e, 5 o e St

For a half-tide ¢ANal, ..o vvrvevvairasen vaeers ouvess $7,700,000
e #  three-quarter tide csnal...ovv o vvveuuisvuns . 8,100,000
t fyll-tide canal....covvvevvavsranevens eninee oo 8,600,000

. Mr. D. Starke. C.E, who also exatained the route of the canal, - -
‘says, in a letter addressed to e of the Commissioners, that, *in
¢ the first place, I think that Mr. Page’s Report and last estimate of
* the cost must be taken as the correct one, and, therefore, be the
# gum which must be looked at in making a comparison between
"7 4 the prime cost of the work and the revenue which its completion
# will return. 1 accept the estimate of Mr. Page, because I regard
¢ that of Mr. Keefer's, especiallywwith reference to the Baie Verte
 ond of the canal, as being much too small. Crib exposed, as it
“ would be, to the whole force of the Atlantic in an easterly storm,
“ is not to be thought of, as a massive sea wall is required at that
_.% point, which: viould add an evormous amount to Mr. Keefers .
“ estimate. - :

From thess reports and statements, there can be but little
doubt that, if the proposed canal is built, it will be 21} miles in -
length, with locks 270 feet by 40 feet, with a navigable depth of ___
15 feet; that it will cost at least £8,000,000 for what is called a8
* half-tide canal.”

The evidence accompanying this Report is almost unanimous
in prov ing that, for the trade with Great Britain, South America
and the West Indies, the proposed canal is not required. This will
also be apparent from an examination of the maps herewith, and

will be farther made evident by the following companson of
distances :—

T AN 5. 40t g [ b Y. S
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: Via Via Via Via
Frox To Cape | Gut of |Baie V'te] Dircet
: North. | Canso. | Canal. | Route.

Montreal,.....| Montevideo . ..| 6449 | oa20 | eav0 | ...’ | — %

Halifax . ...... w . .| ewoo | s990.| ... | 6500
Bt.Jobn,......| ¢ 6855 | 5745 | ... | 6890
Montreal. .....| 5t Thomas.....| 2813 | 2439 | 2449 | ....
Halifax....... “ 2321 | 2186 | ... | 1630 3
8t. John. ...... “ {2073 | 1038 | ... | 80| o ¥ 2
. . L B i
‘ . S  Mites. v %
e wmme oo~ Rrom Montreal to Liverpool, vis South Newfoundland -, ;2969 -- > : ;’ :
W, ow “ “ Straits of Bello Inle. ... 2683 i
i 8t John “ 0 Dircct ..iaveeeeasasees 2683 i
“ “ 0" 4 CABAL vuvaveeerivenes. 3603 ,'Er}
4  Halifax  ® LD 1117 O 11 & el
o “ “ Canal tivvereeneennan 2851 .- R

_ 'These hgures show beyond all question that thp canal is not
‘required either for the trade of West Indies, South” "America or
Great Dritain.

From the St. Lawrence, St. John, nnd the porfs on the Baxo

_ des Chaleurs, the trade in mmber is at present with Great Britain,

“and is carried on in vessels of large tonnage, and, in ‘most cases, of

a draught of water beycnd the capacity of the proposed canal, and

by which it could not be used even if distance favored the -route: ——————1:
From the St. Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy, the northern ports of i
New Brunswick, énd Halifax, the present natural routes direct to - B
Great Britain, Soutl. America, or the West Indies, are the best, and

for trade with these countries would not pass through it

Thls being, in our opinion, made evxdent the Lommlssxoxxers
next turn to the trade of Nova Scotia, to consxder what advantages
the canal would confer upon it. Taking the last published returns
for the year end ng 30th June, 1874, the im e into Nova Scotm
amounted to ;510,907 856, and the exports t} ,182,395. .
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S et IR TMPORTS WRRE S it
From Great Britaln,.o.eovvinisireedvinncanonsens s $5,861,944
#  United States....coovervssecenssnonsecssss 8,681,722
6 FraNCO..sveeescnorsasssarsersssssosssnsnes 97,081
#  Newfoundland ...vvviieovesviiosnnesasanese 528,581
6 Holland v.ovveirireriiiiinnsisianiiaeisens 10,861
L -3 - 9,851
€ BpAlN. et erianreevaennenstnenraressniocens 26,723
. Portugal soiiiiviseinenaaariarniiisieseness . 13,368
«  Britlsh GUIAIA...ouseuvas veiviciiieeieees 8087
0 Britleh West Indies. ovievn cuevveneenvensors 307,948 7
#  Spanish w N Y £: X111
«  French u TR TR 1 13 ¥ )4
t  Danish u P TITETITIEY %,488
®  Dutch R PP Y '
,f‘_‘_A,BLEiem-‘-',!!--,-,-'.-”-,-,-5--,--9,."-,:')&".-'." 5,369
I (Y 1] P S {2 121
t South Ameriod.....ccvasnseciussrcsns Tosine 152
6 LabBIAAOT . s en s v se ennt'vosavsesnnarsssannnsis -430

$10; 907,853

it e e s et st P

he o re— .

THE EXPORTS: -
To Great Brimln................................31,011,265
(@ UDIted BLAtSS « s eensonesenseseenee ersnenvees 3,425,182

0 FLARCO. s ve ever vosssensas sannss savssssasesens - 687
¢ HONAND +uvene senrrsanrnsasessvssasnssronayes €68
tOBPAIN evs it siernaiiiis sieis e i asaees 960

T POTLUEALl Vivevarerneniosienssiasivase sananses 14,613

« Nowfoundland «vouseeevesarsesvaserssossssess 508,048

& British West Indles...oos-overrvaraeennrnans 1,603,782

W 8panish M seveerecenesenernaaerienees 183994 T

& French- . O NP - 1: X 1 1)

"« Danish W T I T ITITITING T TU82,809

“ Dutch @ Cvsissreseesnressesanianss 8,869

# Britlsh GUIADA...vvaeierersiirerinasassinshes 177,756

W Duteh % cvieereeieerieasesssaresasesiies 1,238

W Bt DOMINGO s vevssensvrseneesssassvssssnsanes  T4428

Bl PIEITO. . evvves fven vensns nshieraadesavsnces 64,558

M T DS UPORTOUPPRRY © X 7! S

U AROTES oviervsenvesvososossnserarsanssnovenss 6183

6 Braslevereure seannesnresnsesniierieranacasas 5107

# South Americn............................... 10,886 -

. s IS (7)) O PP PP PRI t 8
u Grecnlaud............ P S I 60

$1,182,395




'“"“:'_"“'j"_‘ «French West Indles. i G 8,980 ——-— -~
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wree - Now -of the#h §18,080,251 of -imports -and -exports; -the':flarg'est

portion of which are with Gveat Britain, the United States and the
West Indies, no part of it would require to use the canal.  To

Halifax and other poxts on the southern coast of Nova Scotia, the

canal would be of no utility; neither could it be to tho ports of Nova

Scotia on the Bay of Fundy, as the distance from these poris to the -
United States and the West Indies is less without the-Ganal, by the ~

routes at present used.

through from the port of Pictou to the United States. This is
doubtful, as will be reen by the evidence of“residents there
acquainted with the trale, although the saving of distance from

Pictou to Boston by canal ‘vould be 160 ‘niles and 90 milés to New -

If the canal was constructed, possibly soxz(:l:oal might Pﬂés o

vessels; and, as most of thosc steamers Araw from 16 to 20 feet,
~ they could not pass through a canal of 1% feet. The evidence goes
to show that, if built, it would not be vied to any great extent, and
that the route through the Gut of Canso would "»e preferred. »
Next in order is the {rade of New Brunswick. For the year -
ending 30th June, 1874— o

THE EXPORTS ~
o Great BRtaln «vuvve vevnes vienee oo vaneseesrs$4,201,438
-- & Unfted States....covviaonans Cervresiaraiansee . 1,247,364
€ FIADCO 1 voreairriarses o ererene Ceverecnrsierie 288 - -
¢ British Weat Indles,.coviivniirsrecs doviaionns . 63,812

4 Bpanish West INQIes. o.uvereivssisecuogenrane 409,556

4t Bouth Aol v ovirrnnnsiererann Crresesenas R | X .
- # Holland'..... creeees TP SO PPN . 14289
T Newfoundland. ..s T e v vnen e e rans cresnreees 11,023
TALY viheraeeenssnnasaasonsronseassnsvorions 8,820
1 Portugal..vseees veriiaeriiiiiinnass teeteseaen 9,700
o Haytl oo ieiien e P TN eavvereas - 1,840
S I ¥ 2 1 S R R TR 1,816
6 Canary ToLANAS .. oi veuersaiineen cianarsonssons 15,880
@ BIaBIl corvereereerrarssaasinens eerserreinant 410

$6,141,987

York. Steamers hiave taken the plecs, to & large extent; of sailing

i e At K
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FromGreatBnmn ........ esesrssiisssraieseens . 86,876,058
' United States............ Cererreteesnaeeseess 3,804,484
“ France .oeevevreceesnorsns cesisirivinaseneess 94,870
T ¢ British West Indies ...oovvviiverninninss veos o 146,090
: <o Spanish West Indiea,..... +0....n. veivreveees 171,386
‘¢ French West Indies ..... Cerees veerer teeaasss 3,040
" Holland . PP | X -]
o Gemmny ........ e e eieee. - 17,000
“ British Guiana ........... 640
L () ¢ O S 177
¢ Central America............ e Veserrreces 825
“ Belgium uviiiiiniinnn TR .- 52
U ONOIWAY tovvevsstnstanienasnnssasacronanes 60
wn = % Mowfoundland ;.......... i e 2,092
LB VT VTSR IVAI TSN 963
¢oBpain Lo e v ueuseretesasrevane 837
$10,223,668 -

An examination of the above exports and imports to and from
New Branswick, amounting to £16,365,625, will shew that, in
carrying on this trade, the canal would be of little service, nor be
the means of i mcn,nsmg it to any great extent. Take for instance,
the trade of the lollowmg ports on the Bay of Fundy, with Great
Britain, the United States, and the West Indies,—all of which are,

independent of the canal.

_ IMPORTS AND EXIORTS AT _
B JOBN. evuvverien e s enienan s $12)391,348
"Bt StOPhERB. ..iiy ii e et i treite ciiienaess 363,107
B ADQEEWS. 1 eresvieererererncerareserasneneess 174,863
WOOASIOCK. c e vvvrvnsrasesanesssosersserensns 263,053

« Frederfcton ..vvivveiiininninirnviiiveneiinieness 441,929
Hlllsbomugh.................‘....-...‘..........“." 166,068
B GCOTEO ovevinnunitninissncs covanronnsnnes 130,635
Campobollo................................ vees . 60,155
Backville. ... tvurrrsiireiiiraisiaiienaieeries, 105,258

814,036,416

These nihe ports, with other smaller ports on the Bay of
Fundy, in New Brunewick, carry over 84 per cent. of the whole
trade of New Brunswick to Great Britain and foreign ports; and
the canal would be of very little advantage to such trade.
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Ty trade of ~themorthermports of -New Bfﬁ'ﬁ‘émck in the
Gulf, is clneﬂy with Great Britain. The inward and ountward
tonnage of these ports is nearly the same; but take the trade
outwards, of the follo,ggng ports :— '

. s v v{“.':"‘
i
|
|

o
\
T
]
|
|

_ 10 GREAT BRITAIN.
g‘;;.& " Tons.
o Vossels. Tons,
ChAtHAI. +evvnsrees eeenreeaerenens 148 69,000 | 139 | 63,148
Dalhousie ....... e ennas ORI 22 18,425 | 22 | 18,425
BathUrab. oo evveervvnieennceennnnonns st | . 68 | 18 |6 | -
Bale Verte.............. raeibareasans 4 1,118 4| 116
- Newmtle‘............; ...... T p 5'0 24,352 152~ 23m
" Richibucto, . reeiieeein st | #% 26,223 | 81 | 24,309
Shedfac «.evererirnerenens e 29 12,682 | 20 | 12,682

1t will thus be see that at present, almost the whole trade to
and from the northern ports of New Brunswick, is with Great
Britain ; and as this trade is carried on by vessels, most of which
are too large for the corternplated canal, which would be out of the
route to great Britain. it is not required for that trade, or for the
trade with the West Indies, as the route thnough the Gut of Canso
_is deemed to be the best. i el

Vessels inwards, frequently arrive at these ports in ballast
with a light draught of wator; and if the canal was bmlt, vessols
chartered at St. John, or in the United States, could pass through
it, to load at these ports.

THE TRADE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

The imports in the year endmg June, 1874, were—

From Great Britmn erateerisaseraes Ceeeraans . .3],454.200
United States ................................ 894,803
" ance .................................... .

1 Gormany .....or. 4o

:: griﬁgh {%’estgllnd(;pa e
Elmuh eat Indies .

i tch West Indies ...

¢ Newfoundland......

' St Pxerre‘.............'. ....... Ceriteaanee L

0 Guadeloupe.....oiiiiiiniiiiiinaiiiiiians e T840

#1,913,69
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AR ~__ While the Exporis were— o
\ii A4 L0 Great BEIAIN v everernerenenaneneeerenaneees
3 &R O United SALER. .. v v ovresenrnnenesssensnns corens 193,571
4 i F & British West INAIO8 ..« v evrsscsoosconsceceennene ,687
% R “ Newfoundland .......covvunnnos R 200
18 o L T o 1 T O S A
4 | _ $713,000 ‘
: ; These hgures show that, so far as the tmde with Great Britain _
3 “and the West Indies js concerned, the Province of Prince Edward
i Island has no intevest in the construction of the Baie Verte Caugl
% In the trade, however, with the United States the case is different
iy -—The-dietauce from-the—Island-to-St-—John-and  ports-in- the-United -
1. ®  States, by the canal, would be considerably lessened.
1 | Viadut ot | pia cunnt | P
; ,
chsildtbetown to St John ..... 408 114 354
L M Boston e 635 | 414 221
' ©W 4 Now Yorke...eirerenen. 80 60 160
LI | (11170 SO SO 245 390 | ...

R A e ]

The exporis to and from the United States in 1874, amounted to
$688,374. The largest items of this amount were the exports of _
fish, £106,876 ; animals and their produce, ﬂ64 182; agncultural
products, $21,989 ; in all $198,671.

.The principal import was 28,6656 barrels. of ﬂour, value
$127,2175, besides various manufactures; and it is held by. various
parties on the Island that if the canal was built, the trade with the
United States would increase, more especially if Peciprocity existed

A line of well equipped steamers, of about 1,200 tons, has been _
established ‘between Boston and the Island, touching at Halifax.
These steamers carry freight and pawengers from Boston to Halifax

- and Charlottetown, and carry back riackerel and other products at

low rates. ' The fishing vessels, when full, discharge- their catch at
Charlottetown for the steamers, and go at vixce agam on to the fish-

 ing grounds.

The railway mnnmg- through Prince Edward Islzmd from esst
to west, affords great facilities for trade, and as the distance to Shé



canal.
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of the south coast of Newfoundland with the West Tndies, Sotith
# __America, or the United States, is through the Gut of Canso,.or round
* Cape North. That is the direct mute, and for the trade of these.

_ countries Newfoundland would not use the canal.

18

‘ diac is only 40 mlles, the busmess mtﬂthe Bay of Il\mdy and the

United States is carried .on with despatch, The principal agricul-
tural products are oats. Last year over 2,000,000 ‘bushels were ex-
_ported.  Of this 1,600,000 were shipped to England, and the rest to
the Provinces and Newfoundland. Under the present duty in. the
United States, oats cannot be sent there; and even if the duty wes
taken off; it is questmnable whether they would go through.the . ~

An examination of the maps herewith will show that the trade

It is needless to'

say that the canal is in no way connected with her trade to the St.

Lawrence or with Great Britain.

the Provinces.

would be greatly lessened.

The Commissioners have thus glanced at the trade of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Néwfoundland, °
with Great Britain and other countries, as shown in the official trade
_..returns ;- but there is a large and growing Intercolonial trade between . .. .. .. .|
B each of the Provinces, of which the published trade returns give no-

_account, and it is this Intercolonial trade which, it is contended,
the canal would increase and. develope to the great advantages of

It is held by some, that the Upper Lake vessels would: proceed
down the St. Lawrence and pass through the canal to St. John and
 the United States ports without breaking bulk, and that freight of

ﬁour and other produce wcald thus be cheapened, while the distatice-

-  Vieow | vieceoal | Diterence. |

From Montreal to St John ................ 1,179 954 -2

_“ - " '_. B“hn llllllll SN B }‘wg - l’w‘ 176. o :
“ 1 4 New York......cooons W L4859 1,314 | 145

There is no doubt whatevor but that the canal would lessen.thio
distance from Montreal, Quebec and the Upper Lake ports for vessels
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¥ : sailing direct through it to the ports named. - It is difficult now to
- say what will be the effect of the enlargement of the Welland and
& , St. Lawrence Uanals when completed on the question of transpor
tation between the Upper Lake ports and the Maritime Provmcea

1 The largest item of export from Ontario and Quehec is flour. It
: is estimated (we think correctly) that from 600,000 to 700,000 barrels
are annually imported by the Maritime Provinces. Of this quantnty,
~ Prince Edward Island imported from the United States, in 1874,
28,665 barrels; New. Brunswick, 121,187 barrels; and Nova Scotis,
64,851 barrels; in all, 209,148 barrels. Most of that imported by
; ~Prince Edward Island came there by steamer from Boston ; “that to
4. ... Nova Scotia by stenmers and sailing vesseis to Halifax; and that to -
3 - "New. Brunswick by vassels to St. John. But little of this import of
il flour from the United States could, therefore, be affected by the con
struction of the canal. -

' Besides this flour 1mporbed from the United States, the Ma/ntlme
Provmees, as near as could be ascertained, import fro ’Ontano and
Quebec about 400,000 barrels.  Of this quantity, 260,000 barrels are
sent over the Grand Trunk leway to Portland, a.nd thence dis- .

- tributed by steamers and sailing vessels'to places in Nova Scotia and -
TNeW Branswick ; but 40 to 50 per cent. of this quantity is carried

/01231‘ the rail in winter, when the proposed canal would be closed,
About 150,000 barrels come down the St. Lawrence to Shédiac and
other ports on the north shore of New Brunswick, and to Picton
during ‘the period of navigation. At Shediac, it is distributed by
railway to St. Johu and other ports on the Bay of Fundy; while
from Plctou, it is sent also by nulway to Halifax and other placesin -
Nova Scotia: By both of these routes—to Portland by rail from
Montreal, and by water to Shédiac and Pictou—the rate of freight is -
very low. The largfe export-of coal from Picton to Montreal and -
Quebec in steam’ vessels adapted to the trade, makes a return cargo
a necessity, and freight is carried back in those vessels at rates al-
most equivalent to ballast rates, say as low as 16 cents per barrel to
Shédiac and Pictou. This, with 16 centsby rallway from these ports
to St. John, Halifax, and other adjacent ports in Nova Scotia and _
New Brunswick, makes the through rate 80 oents per barrel from
Montreal.

TN N i, L TR
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’l‘hm competition during the summer months, compels the
Grand Trunk to take low freights also; hence they have carried L.
flour at 20 cents to Portland from Montreal, which, with 20centsto
vessels or steamers, makes the through: freight to St. John, Hahfax :
eto., 40 cents ; but, no doubt, those rates are very low. ‘

- In wintory freights advance, but the question arises as to whe- - - B
ther there can_be any saving in freight by the construction of the i
canal; even consldering the distance saved by it in direct shipments,
7 1t has been shown in evidence, that a canal enabling a vessel
“to pass through direct, would probably have a small balance in her .
~favor with a-30 cent-freight, and -that, ** ssiling in open water, dis. -~ - —-
“tance is comparatively of little importance, and is fnore than .
“ counterbalanced by the disadvantages of going through 21} miles ok
% of canal, and the contracted navigation of the Bay of Fundy " .
The opinion is expressed among many giving evidence that ™ i
" “ihe canal, in consequence of its cost, tolls and probable delays, could
not compete successfully with established routes. That, although
there is a short delay at Shédiac, a steamer going to Baie Verte would
have an additional distance of 60 miles round Cape Tormentine to o
travel to reach it—not to speak of the delays that may be expe- ' i
rienced at the Bay of Fundy by fogs, tides, contrary winds, ete,, - - °
“and this may be illustrated by a steamer landing her cargo, say 600 ';
barrels of flour at Shédiac : This flour could be landed and put on S
the cars in four hours ; in eight hours more it could be landed in- =
St. John, even at the rate of thirteen miles an hour, or.in ell .
twelve hours. By the Baie Verte canal route, the steamer Would o
~ take elght hours to go from Shédiac to that place, and seven hours - * b
to go through the canal, and probably ten hours would be con- =
sumed in going from the outlet of the canal at Au Lao to St. John,
making twenty-five hours against twelve, thn time now taken from o
Shédiac to St. John, independent of all tolls on canal or other %
charges for pilots or wharfage at St. John. . e ]
—— . 1t is a question from the evidence, whether the trade a3 now
—...oorried on by water and railroad, is not more adv: antageous than it
would be by the canal to fit. John—— -
Theooaltrademtheﬁltumxshke]ytobecamedonm ,
‘steamers chiefly ; for the number of sailing craft in that trade-is—
greatly mduced The description of steamers now monopolizing the

e e G s o o e e T o e B
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_tradein coal to the St. Lawrenoe being of large capamty, and dmw
ing when loaded, from 16 to 22 feet and more, would be oo large
for the proposed canal, and freight by such large vessels will be loss
- than by small ones.

After considering the conflict of e\ndenoe, as to the d&ngezs and
difficulties of the navigation of the Bay of Fundy, as far up asthe -
proposed entrance to the canal at Au Lac, and having personally
examined the same, and having consulted the Admiralty’s Sallmg
Directions, published in 1866, wherein it is stated :— '

~ “Ships navigating the Bay of I“undy have to_encounter an
« atmosphere almost constantly enveloped in dense fogs, the tides
“ gotting in with great rapidity over the rocks and shoals with
“ which it abounds, and a difficulty of obtaining anchorage on

A “ apconnt. gf_thadepth;-so.thatnnder‘.thesa-cifcnmst&nces.»themost«“
- “ unremitting attention -is-requisite-to-prevent-the-disastrous conse.—
“ quences which Would necessarily attend a want of knowledge and
“ caution.”

The St. Lawrence Pilot, published by order of the Adrmmlty,

states also that :—* Baie Verte is completely open to easterly winds,
-“as well as very shallow water near its head, where flats of mud
“and weeds dry out to a distance of three-quarters of a mile from
* “ the shore. - It was formerly erroncously represented as being free
“ from dangers with mud bottom,—shoaling gradually to its head. -
“The Admiralty Survey has, in great part, deprived it of that
“ character, by the discovery of dangerous rocky shoals being dlrectly
“in the way of vessels entering the Bay.” o

The Commissioners are of opinion that, however safe the nav:ga
tion may be for small vessels, as it now exists, and for those
intimately acquainted with it, yet they cannot avoid the conclusion
that for vessels using the canal, the entering and leavmg it at-Au
Lac, and for some distance below, would present serious difficulties

The entrance to the canal on the Baie Verte side, being ata
point. exposed to easterly winds, vessels of a draught of water
excecding 14 feet and above 500 tons, would find it sometlmes )
difficult to enter the piors.

‘ The use of the canal would be thus mainly oonﬁned to vessels
of 500 tons and under, and it WOnld be much’ better adaPted f°‘ |
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steam rather than sailing vessels, on acoomnt, of the dniﬁculty to ba"'

encountered in entermg and leaving the canal, and on account of the

navigation of the upper part of the Bay of Fandy. = -~ -
The Comtnissioners have obtained from an expenenced Marme

Underwriter at St. John, The Yates of insuraiice by the vanous routes
and for each month of the year, 88 follows —

‘. o NULL, 04380,
From 8t. John, X. B, md the ports in the Bay of Fundy to United .
Kingdont or Continent,—the avouge from Ja’ y to Deo, is... t? 76 . 8227 7
' l"mm Halifax or Yarmouth to the United Kingdom or Continent — o -
the averago from January t0 Devember i+, svuuvivissaniin 2800207t |
From ports in the Straits of Northumberland, south of C&pe'l‘or C
. maentine to the United Kingdom or Contment.——avengo from

May to 30th Novemberis.........vo o ivvvereireerassnnnes 2.39.... 298 SNt
From ports in N. B., north of ape Tormentine to United Kingdom : :
or Conhnent.-average from May to 15th November is........ 2.96.... 242
From ports ‘on River 'St. Lawrence to United ngdom or Contment ‘ , N
——aveuge from May to 15th Novemberis..........00....oous "396.... 384 o

It has been stated that the propellers of the Upper Lakes would
.come direct-from thence with éarqo, into the Bay of Fundy, and
~would take back return cargoes of coal, stone, fish and West India
produce.

The interior lake or river propeller, drawmg 12 feet of water |
would not find it profitable to continue her voyage down the St
Lawrence, and through the proposed canal into the Bay of Fundy
The inland propeller, as at present constructed, is not adapted for

~——sea, or for carrying coal from-Pictou and-other coaling ports - _,
Steamers, specially adapted for this trade, load with coal at Pictou o
with great rapidity, and carry back flour and other freight at very o
low rates; but it is said such rates would not induce -inland
- propellers to go to the Bay of Fundy, as they are more profitab.
employed in the trade west of Montreal; their profits largely ccn
sisting of the number of trips they make during the season.

When the’ proposed canal was first suggested in 1822, thoro
were no railways; the Grand Trunk, from Montreal to Porﬂnnd
was opened for traffic in 1853 ; the railway from Picton to Halifax
in 1870 ; the sailway from St. John to Shédic i in 1861,

b gty glibaghpatny
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The effect of these railways on the commerce of the Maritimg

Provinces has been very beneficial. The Intercolonial Railway will

~ ho opened for commerce next spring, and will open up a new route
from Montreal and Quebce to Halifax and 8t. John, and will also
connect the varions ports on the north shore of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia ; this road will add ]argely to the faclhtles which. now
exist for trade.

" Thése changes in the means of transport by railway are very
important ; when the Intercolonial will be opened, it will cross the
isthmus between Baie Verts and Cumberland -Basin; on the Bay-of -~
Fundy, and thus form a junction with the two lines. It is difficult
now to estimate the advantages of this direct communication by
rail with the St. Lawrence.

,, The Intercolonial Railway will not only open up a new route
“from_Toronto, Montreal and_ Quebee. to_ Halifax and St. John, but -~

pt B

will also_commect the various. ports. on the _north - shore- of - New-—

Brunswick and Nova Scotia. .

A new line of railway is projected, and consldembly advanced,
from St. John to Montreal and Quebee, throngh Megantic, which
will shorten the distance between the ports of St. John, St./Stephens,
St. Andrews and Montreal and Quebee, about 140 miles. ,

Another line of railway is in course of construction, from
Fredericton to River du Loup, forming a connection tith the
“railway now running from St. John to Fredericton. -

- These railways will, no doubt, command a large pomon of the
traffic between the West 8l the Lower Provinces; and these
facilities will be further nu,reascd by _the_construction of a bridge

. across the river at St. John, and will thereby produce a very
important diversion of trade, which might otherwise -have aﬁ'orded
traffic to the canal. '
~ Some doubt having been expressed as to the‘ number of hshmg
vessels which would pass through the canal from the United States,
en route to the fishing grounds in the Straits of Northumberland,
and north of Prince Edward Island, the Commissioners deemed it
their duty to visit Cape Ann, Gloucester, and other largo fishing
depots in Massachusetts ; and through the kmdness of the Mayors of

Gloucester and Cape Ann, they were introduced to parties largely
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engaged in the ﬁshmg trade. * Their evidence will show that if the -
canal was built, it wonld not bo used by American fishermen to" any

are engaged in the Gut of Canso for fishing, while salt and bait are
obtained there, and from the run home being more direct through -
the Gut of Canso from the Magdalen Islands,

“The Commissioners while referring in this report to the Trade
of the various Provinces as it existed at the close of the year ending

"the depression which has existed in all branches of trade durmg

temporary, and that with increasing populahon and extension of
the industry of -the country, there is no reason to doubt that the
———— progress of the future will be equal to what it has been in the past,
~aiid tiat this-will be greatly accelerated by the cheapemng of tran.
“sport from all ports of the interior to the consumers in the East, and
to the points of shipment to Tiurope.

The Commissioners have used every means within their power
to obtain the fullest information’ and the most reliable evidence to ,
enable them to comply with the instructions with which they wero «
farnished and to fulfill the duties and responsibilities imposed upon
them.

Whilst in some cases, from a want of definite knowlodge and
understanding of the subject, extravagant views have been put forth

© yet the evidence which has been obtained from seamen, mercho.nts
snd others,-as well as from public records, will in the main, it is
believed, be found - of - great -interest and value; but, taking the

“ whole circumstances relatmg to the proposed canal to connect the
Bay of Fundy at Au Lac, with the Northumberland Straits at Baie
Verte, into consideration, and after having carefully welghed the
evidence obtained from various sources as to:— """

1st. The distance ‘from the St. Lawrence, via the proposed canal,
to the great sea ports of South America and the West Indies and the e
United States coasts, as compared w1th the route by the Straits of
Canso, or ronnd Cape North; . _

2nd. The extent of the emtmg trade thh these poﬂs, andits
probable prospectlve increase ;

great extent; but that the present routes would be preferred, as men - v

" 30th June, 1874, would express. the.opinion - that, noththstandmg-.-»——'::;;T

the season which is about to close, they believe that this is only '»—\{
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s 3rd, ‘Whether it is probable that any or what portfon of ﬂm
" coal trade from the northern coasts of Nova Scotia and Capo Breton,
or the southern coasts of Newfoundland Wﬂl be likely to seek an
outlet by the proposed canal ; .
4th. The size of the vessels which might fairly be expected to
" trade through the proposed canal, and whether said vessels orsteam
vessela will be on the same comparative footing as on the existing
routes by-the mouth of the Gulf;

Sth. T\ nature and extént of the local trade affecting only the
coasts of the Bay of Fundy and the north coasts of New Bruns.
wick and Prince Edward Island; =~ == ==

6th: The extent and nature gf the dlﬂicultles thch might be '
encountered in getting ip| out of the canal on account pf the
_ extremely high tides in the Bay of Fundy. _

And considering the railway facilities for trgnsport whmh now
exist ; -

The Commlssxoners have no hesxtatmn in expresamg then- opinion

that it is not in the interest of the Dominion that the praposed canal
 should be constructed,' 273 Wisbessaib M -_—

The evidence taken and the observations which the ( ommis-
N sioners have had the opportunity of making, have impressed them
deeply with the vast resources of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
__ Prince Edward Island, and the lavge increase which may be rea-*
sonably looked for in their trade and comnerce. >

'We append hereto the Minutes of the Commission, w1th copm
of all the evidence taken, and the dncuments furmshmg the date to
whicli we have been reforred.

All of which is vespectfully subxmtted
JOHN YOUNG,

Chatrman.
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EVIDENCE

GIVEN BEFORE THE

BAIE VERTE LANAL COMMIQSIONERS

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

CHARLOTTETOWN.

}{()N BFNTAMIN DAVIES, M. P. .—T have been a merchant

!
. i;
i
¥
o
%
!
5

" most of my life and am now engaged in the leway Department ;

* generally ; T have given some attention to the eftect that will be
produced upon the trade of the island by the opening of the canal,
and I have conversed with gentlemen who have, perhaps, more
knowledge than I have; the subject was discussed last year in the
local Legislature. By mail to St. John, the distance is, I fancy, less
than by the provosed canal, and the question would be the difference
between the freight by il and the new route—whether in fact

——goods- could - be-sent-more- cheaply-by- mil than- by the canal; my—
qluckly than if the canal was opened. The goods_ for Boston, from
here, are taken principally by ocean steamers, which- are about 200
feet in length, and draw I think about 16 feet when they leave here;
these ships would go through the canal in preference to tho present
route if they could go through withont charge, but if toll was
charged, T do not think they would go; with the power they have
they would be as far ahead by going the other way, for they must

I know something of the trade of this island and the Provinces-

own opinion is that goods could be sent hy »_n‘ul cheaper and more

have some detention; the rate at which they would go through,
- would have some effect, as would the amount of detention at each
~end; I think that ocean steamers would prefer the outside route.
Tht‘re is a very large trade hetween here and Boston—perhnps one-

‘\
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fourth or one-tlnrd of the exports of the island ; I do not know the
amount of the export to Boston ; I have not the exact figures ; there
is a large trade in fish between here and Boston. I cannot tell
whether Amencan fishing vessels would use the canal or not, it
viould depend upon the charge ; it is doubtful if they would, for 8
—great- deal of -the fishing is done to the east. of the Gut of Canso; if
fishing vessels got loaded at Magdalen Islands, their sho (‘bt route
T vould be by the Gutof Canso. Ihave conversed with many men
~ . “oirthis question of the proposed canal, and have found them agree
that it is one of the maddest schemes that was ever proposed. We
think that it wonld be an advantage only to the locality through
which it would pass, in employing men there upon the works. I
have a knowledge of the Baie Verte navigation ; there is no danger
in going into the bay, but I think there would be some difficulty in
getting into the canal ;_yery strong breakwaters would have to be
" built out a long way. Ido not know anythmrr about the Bay of
Fundy na\'lgatlon

JOHN F. ROBERTSON, Esq., Merchant, a member of the firm
of James Duncan & Co—I am 85 ycars old; I do not think that
the canal would be any henefit to the trade of this Island; at -
present we have no trade to any extent ‘with the United States.
There is some trade with the port of Charlottetown, where the
Amnericans land their fish, but -that is the principal. tmdt,,,tha_«_
present route from here to Boston is aboiit as short as it would be
by the canal; vessels come to this port because it is & good harbor.
The large boats plying to Boston draw 16 feet of water; their
tonnage is, I think, about 900 tons ; these steamers depend largely -
upon the Gut of Canso; a large part of their trade is in carrying

~ passengers, and they get a large number from the Gut; American
fishermen, to take advantage of the canal, would have to get their
salt_in St. John; they_mnow_get_their salt in Halifax, or here
Freights are cheaper to Halifax, and they would get their salt
cheaper there ; fishermen commence to catch miackerel off Gaspé,
and as the season advances thoy go to Magdalen Islands, and there
they are closer to the Ghut; they- get number one mackerel al~
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Mngdalen Islands the class of \e&.sels that weo have coastmg here

are cheap ; we czm charter them at a small p price, and it would not
pay th@'m"‘tb—go through the canal; they can’t afford to pay a large
toll; I think the canal would-not do us berefit beyond being . a
market for our produce while the work was going on.” A good deal

of grain goes to St. John; none goes to Boston ; vessels carry this

= graini front“Summerside, ad=make through freight arrangement at

six and three-qum't/er cents per bushel ; the vessels get about 8 cents,
and the railway three and three-quarters. I do not see how the

nates from-Crapaud and Summerdide ; they are sometines even less,
will forward fhe interests of the Island by the canal ; we'do not

want the Government to tg]l us hereafter that they have expended
- money for our benefit in \{his: canal ; the vessels that might be

and vicinity then, would be no trade with St. John ; the great trade

wood ; this Island has no West India trade of any consequence;
some cargoes which were brought here this spring found a better
market in Montreal ; these vessels going through the canal would
lose time. The great bulk of our oats go to Dnglnnd several causes

1,600,000 bushels, and year ending June, 1874, 752 000 bushels ; no
__ quantity of oats would go through the canal ; ‘our barley goes to

canal could pay ; the rates I have given are about the customary

The Government make a great mistake if they suppose that they '

— ‘expected to trade there- would-be—wnder-100- tons;~ fromDalhousie—

of both places is wood ; Halifax is supplied from Sheet’ Harbor with ™~

have tended to produce this result; last year we exported ne'u'ly '

- Newfoundland, and some to'St. John; not much to the States ; if
the’ Reclpromty Treaty was in foree, oats would go to theStates.
Considering the general interests “of the-Dominion, 1 thmk it would
be unwise to construct a canal at an expense of §8, 000,000 ; it would
be impossible to make it self:sustaining, unless somethmg extraor-
dmnry took place, which we have no right to expect; I do not see
any trade which is going to do'it; the locks would not admit a
- paddle steamer of any great width; ‘there is no trade from the south

would be by Scatari, or by the Gut of Canso. The expenditiire near

do us g ')d, but the canal would 110?@11eht us I know nothmg

——side-of Newf(mndland that could-take-the- canal:-their shorter- conrse--

us of ¢ much money asit wonld take to bmld this canal would
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~_about the Bay of Fundy; thc nawgatiou in the Beie Verte is gogd,

but that of the Bay of Fundy, from what I have heard, is not good ;

‘the Baie Verte is a capital place ; ‘our vessels run into it, and go

up as far as Tidnish Head ; I have run into it witk vessels of 850
tons; we have vessels here of 800 tons; the vessels that run in

there, are those that have loaded in_the -vicinity of Shediac ; vessels_

" run in there in the night drawing fifteen and a half feet_ of water;
we have run into it in the night with that draught; no vessels

go near (,oldspnntr Head; we consider the bay a very good place
of shelter.

*

FENTON T. NEWBERY, Esq.: I reside here; am in the
commission business, also Shlppmg and Insurance Agent; our
trade to St. John is by rail; fish are shipped by schooner to Shedmc

—and "ave taken thence™ by rail "to-St:-John, and steamer to Boston; -
I think"that the Canal should be a great benefil to this Island and

to the morthern part of New Brunswick, &c., perhgps Montreal
also. They have to export from Gaspe, Paspebiac &p I have not
got the statistics ; they ship pretty largely to the West Indies, and

- on that route ; they would save 160 miles; I think the Canal would

be an advantage to this section, but as regard its paying, the matter
would have to be looked into very closely in order to forti a ‘¢orrect ™

- opinion ;1 ‘have 1o idea of the quantiily of exports from these locali-
ties, but I think that the aggregate is very considerable ; the vessels

‘could aftord to pay a considerable toll ; a day on an average would
_ put them through ;
“~gation of the Bay of Fundy, and I do not know the prevailing winds
* there ; it strikes me that the winds are, ss in this Island, variable;
we have northwest winds pretty frequently in autumn, and that
would be the time when the Canal would be an advantage ; some-
times vessels are keptin the Straits of Canso for a week ; I do not -
know enough of the navigation of Fundy or Baie Verte to give any

S — information; -I-have nothing more thana general knowledge of the

trade of Newfoundland and Canso; I know & little about the
American fishing trade ; they might avail themselves of that route;
thoy fish a good deal on the north side of the Island, and they

I am not very much acquainted with the navi- -
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—often go further up the Gulf too; T do not know anythmg about - o
' the difficulties that would have to be encountered in getting info

“the Canal &t either end ; there is a good deal of stone slnpped from .

Wallace to Boston, Providence ans, New York ; this is free stone ;

the Canal would help this trade ; I should think that not less than
.....12 or.20 cargoes are shippéd from Wallace every year ; these.car- -
.ﬁ—goes would average 200 tons of stone'; sometimes the vessels that :
load there are as viuch as 250 tons; they draw all the way from 8 b
to 11 and 12 feet; small sized vessels drawing about 9 feet are - o
those that trade the most there ; they are more handy; there is
quite a business from the Baie des Chaleurs to the West Indies in
shingles.

61 ot kod oy g PO e
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'PETER W. HYNDMAX, Esq.:—I am & Merchant and Ship :
"~ owner; I have not looked much into the merits of the proposed C
Canal. From a superficial glance at the matter, I think it would be

very advantageous to the Provinces—this Island and New Bruns- _’ ‘7
wick. To arrive at a proper estimate, however, the adv antages C
would have to be compared with the outlay ; I think it would benefit
Newfoundland and Labrador; Newfoundland is perhaps nearer to 3
_Boston by Canso; the Canal would benefit Baie des Chaleurs ; Thave "
"""4o knowledge of the navigation of the Bay of Fundy, or as to what
 winds prevail there; 1 do not know that American fishing vessels
-make a pomt at Gaspc, at the beginning of the season; they hsh} R ;
there and on the north side o' this 1slaud and at \Iagdalen Islaud's

these vesse]s, from Magdalen Islands would go through the Gut ““' §
{

that is, at the close of the season ; in mid-sammer, when the vessels
are anxious to land their fares and ger a second trip, I think they
would use the canal; some come in here and land their fish, so as
1ot to lose time ; this has not been done so 10uch for the last few
years; the vessels in the fishing business are from 60 to 100 fons; -
they would draw from 7 to 10 feet;—we have not much trade with B
the West Indies direct; There is a ﬂrood deal of shipping from N ‘ %
Summelsxde and the west part of the island to Shédiac siuce the '
rallway was built ; the west end of the island makes Shédiac thexr
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market at the east end of the island they go to Hahfax W(! cans
~ not send oats to the United States now under the present duty ; we
ship potatoes occasionally, but not oats. 1If a treaty were made,
there would be a market for oats, and a very large trade; the 10
cents duty on oats prohibit exportation to the United States; I can-
not give information regarding the quantity of exports or the ton..
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- :f ; J nage of vessels; I do not think that there are any difficulties in the
[ )| way of entering the canal in the Baie Verte; have not sufficiently
i%, i looked into the trade which would arise; but I believe the canal
| ﬁ, | ﬂ would be a public benefit; we cannot see ata moment's notice
L what trade is going to spring \ip for the canal; it would be of ad-
h"‘ 1 5&5 , vantage to the trade going both ways, and up the_gulf; I would . -
" . " let the canal go by, if we could get the money for our harbour and
' i i for our railway extension. But if there is-no prospect for that, we -
k’l ! B might as well have the canal. I admitIlook atit in a selfish point -

A b “of view; of the two, I would prefer to have the money for our
it B “harbour and to extend our railway; but if the country could afford

it, we might have the canal too; we might not see the direct advan-
- 'tagesat first; it might open up trade more largely.

e o o R
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‘, , WILLI A_M WELSH, Esq., MPrP—I ama member of the firm
of Owen & Welsh, ship-owners ; in the first place, the trade of this
island with St. John, is very small, and I think the railway from

%-———*Shédmc—pelforms all- the -work--required ; T have never-had a-vessel -

g; - go to St. John but ¢hee ; if I had a vessel here to-morrow, for St.
i - John, and the canal was open, I would prefor ordoring the masterto -
B? _ ‘go by Canso ; the distance’ by the canal would be shorter but, I

i consider that the difliculties and dangers of the navigation of the
Bay of T IFundy, would more than counterbalance the savmg in the
b ~ distance ; the dangors are the tides, and the ple\'alence of west
i o winds, and alse the mtrlcacles of therivers and the head of the bay;
as u director of an insurance company, I would not insure a vessel
goiug by way of the canal at less than double the charge by the sea
L route, unless she had a steamer to tow her from the canal on the .

‘ ‘ other side; I think that these obJeetxons and the tolls would deter

~ vessels from using the canal; if the passage was free T would not go
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- through; if I was in St. John and had a good pilot, and- ufair |
’ westorly wind, T might use it, but I would not use it from this way ;
there- is good navigation in the Baio Verte; during the Reciprocity
_Treaty with the United States, there was a large trade, but it has_

E
:

since fallen off; and there is now only-a tmde by sicamers, which
ply between here and Boston by way of Canso and Halifax; there

“T i TVery little tradé betiveeit Koo anid St John i if the Recipracity ™

Treaty with the United States were again in force, there would be o
large trade, but I do not think that the canal would be of any service
to the island whatever ; I do not believe that the American fishermnen
would make use of it; vessels leaving Glouncester, U.S., with a west
- wind, would be on the fishing grounds as soon by Canso as by the
— . canal; they want to call at the Gut to obtain men and barrels and
stores, and then they are on the ground at once; this is my opinion,
_but I am not very positive ; 1 thiiik they would take the same route
* back ; they commnence fishing on the north side of this island and at
Baie des Chaleurs, and finish at Magdalen Islands and East Point; and
then their shorter course homewards is by the Gut ; there would not
be the slightest trade from the south side of Newfoundland through
 the canal; the conl vessels from Pictou would all go by the sea
route ; they would have a narrow navigation up to Baie Verte, and
again from the other end of the canal ; by going the other way they
would have open sea room ; the average passage now is about seven
- days in sammer, and if they made the passage by the canal in the
= same time, they would be very fortunate; the size.of the vessels in

the coal trade is from 200 to 700 tons; a 700 ton vessel would
_ require 20 feet of water, and a 200 ton vessel about 15; thcy

might Tiof draw that, bk ihey would Tequire that ; lishing vessels
have long keels ; they dravw from 10 to 12 feet ; their tonnage varies ;
some which, mlght register only 60 fons, would measure, by old -
mea.suroment 200; I wonld not recommend the canal™as a public
work ; if T could see that it would benefit the Dominion as a
whole, though not this island, I would advocate it ; but I believe it

——would ~ornily "be a wasteful expenditure of public-money—for- no~——-~~»—'-~—r«‘

practical benefit; I have travelled from Baie Verte through by Bay of
I*undy, and I know the ground ; it might he of some small local benefit
. in bringing money into the country where it would be built and - »
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mcreaamg the value of property ; the inconvenience at the other end
from tfe tides; could be overcome by. tugs, but still there would be
* great risk ; an examination of the Wreck map cf England will show
that the Bristol Channel, which is Very similar to the Bay of Fundy,
has more wrecks than any -other locality ; it would be impossible
for a vessel to go against the tide ; she would have to work by tide

-- work ; fogs are more _prevalent there than at Cape Sable, and on the -

Nova Scotin coast; we are free from them altogether ; here there
would be no trade to the West Indies through the cm\al ; it-would
be out of the way. :

CAPTAIN JOHN SALMOND :—I have been to tea about 64
“years; I live here; I do mnot think the saving of distance by the
“canal would compensate for the disadvantages ; the navigation of the -

Bay of Fundy is very ditficult, particularly at the head; it is bad
enough at the lower end; you are swrounded by fogs; no vessel
loaded with coal from Plctou, large or small, would go through the
canal to be liable to tolls; they would have-to wse tugs to tow them
~ up the Baie Verte and down the Bay of Fundy ; from here very fow
vessels would go; very few vessels go from here to St. John ; the
only accommodation would be-to a foew small coasting vessels ; there
is very little communication with the United States by sailing ves-
sels ; there was at one time, but not now ; if the trade was to in-
crease the steamboats would increase also, and carry the, freigit;
they would cut out the sailing vessels; I think that'the canal is a
mad attunpt if you go to sea from here or Picton with a west wind,

--——=—--——and go by Cunso, yoware perfectly safsas soon as you are at 5ea;

you get to Boston without delay ; while if' you went through the
canal, and get a south wind, you would bs enveloped in fogs, mid
not know where you are; yon are not an hour in safety ; | know
what it is; 1 would not go there for double wages; the winds are
= -—like the winds here, from all round the compass; if' the wind is
‘north-west you ‘have clear weather, but if sonth and west” you have

- thick fog ; the canal would be an advantage to a few coasting ves
~ sels only, and perhaps only two or three of them would go throngh -
in a day ;" they send no timber from Dalhousie to St. John ; they may




- send lmmber to the United States, but I do not think that these ves-
sels would take the canal; I have a brother-in-law in Boston who
has a good many cargoes of lamber from Shédiac, and I do not think
that he would pay canal dues; there would be no trade from the
south coast of Newfoundland ; they have a direct course up by
Canso ; Baie Verte is a very good harbour, but it-would have to be
~ deepened o long way:out; it would take about five miles - of -viers

a flat right down to Gaspereau ; the creek is small, and would have
to be deepened and straightened ; no large vessels would attempt
it; there would need to be tug boats at cach side; in the Bay of

the rates of freight ; even coasting vessels would not go through the
canal if they had to pay heavy dues;. 1 would not take that route,
and I have been there pretty often; 1 am thoroughﬁ,' acquainted
with the whole coast on this side ; I have often been in the Bay of
Fundy in a steamer ; It is bad navigation in a sailing vessel, the cur-
rents are so various and rapid, and you cannot tell where you are in
a fog ; you have not sea room, and cannot go by soundings; it is an
abommable place.

JAMES PEAKE, Esq.:—I am a member. of the firm of Peake
. Brothers & Co., merchants. s and_ship-owners ; there is no doubt that
the canal would shorten very materially the distance for vessels goiiig

which way the captains would prefer going ; I think they would
rather go by the Gut ; they would save dues; I understand it is
=-very fogay in the Bay of Fundy ; none of our vessels would go that
way ; we keep them here till they have o fair wind and then go by

foggy weather ; I think it would not be worth tho ‘oxpenditure of

shoxtemng the distance to the north shore of New Brunswick, but it
would be of no benefit to us ; Ido not know the freight from here

Fundy there would have to be tugs to take vessels to open water;
sec what an expense thot would be; Tam not vory well posted upon --

to St. John and Boston ; not so much to New York ; I cannot say

the Gut ; there would be great danger of collision in the canalin .

3,000,000 ; it would benefit the shipowners in New Brunswick in

o 8t John per ton'; the ﬁelght from Shédiac tor bt John is: from g -

v BAIE VERTE CANAL COMMISSIONERS. o ;. 9  T
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tho crcek that goes up from the loading ground is very crooked ; ltls, :
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to 4 ; our principal shipping  business is -with -England ; all omr
oats are shipped to England ; our fish is sent to the United States
and the West Indies ; it is sent to the United - States by steamers ;
____the freight is from 50 to 65 conts per barrel ; these rates would not

: bedecreased by the construction of the ‘canal, notwithstahding the
B saving of distance ; tolls would have to be naid in the canal and the’
# ...... cost.of insurance would be.increased ; .the trade.with the United ...
‘ Stales was much greater before the abrogation of the Recxprouty
Treaty, and would be great now but for the duties ; oats would go
" to the United States instead of to England—as would also potatoes
and general produce; even with the increased trade I think that the
present route would be used in preference to the canal ; in the fall
of the year the weather is very thick and storiny, and the making of
" the entrance would be very dangerous ; the Awmnerican fishing vessels
go to Magdalen Islands and along our coast here, and I think they
would continue to use the present route ; they land their fish here
and at Canso for the steamers, on their middle trip ; on the last trip
 they take them home ; sometimes on their last trip they call for.the
fish that they have left on the middle trip ;"if there was o canal and -
steamers plied through, then. they might ship their fish in those.
steamers ; the great bulk of the vessels that come to fish are from
Massachusetts ; they take a good many of their crews from Cape
Breton ; they bring their barrels from home ; they get some in

“ Canso; the salt they get here and at Canso also ; there are many .
sails of lishing vessels in these waters every year; they vary in

. tonnage ; and a vessel moasuring 80 tons new, is sometimes 200 tons -

old measurement ; they draw a good deal of water. )
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WILLIAM MACGILL, Esq., M.L.C.: I am a comumission
-merchant, of this city; my opinion is that the Canal would be of
- no commercial value to this Island ; it would not be used ; noone
would attempt to go that way to the West Indies; it would be of
advantage in.going to'St. John, hut 1 would not consider it so in
going to Boston ; I was master of a ship once ; have beén engurred
in the shipping trade—some years ago; I would uot go by way of
- the Canal on account of the dllhculty of navigation of the Bay of

T ——
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Fundy ; vessels would be subject to fogs and to détention in gomg
through the Canal; I ‘have come up the Baio Verte durmg the
* winter and have beén up the Bay of Fundy ; I would contider that N
the rate of insurance would be greater there than by the other o
‘route; fish go mostly by steamers—-sometlmes by the railway; I ‘i
h would conslder that the 0pemng of the Canal would be settmg upa a ot
o the trade of the Island from the Canal ; if the Canal cost only
£2,000,000 1 would not think it of advantage to have it; it I was
in the House of Commons I would record my vote against it ; there
is no probability of any portion of the trade mentioned in para- 1
graph No. 3, flowing through the Canal, nor is there any more pro- K
bability of trade from the north shore of Nova Scotia, or from Cape i
" Breton ; as a Master of a ship I would prefer to go by the present ‘
natural route, from the places named in QIié81i01i No. 2 ; it is not 5
probable that there will be much increase iii the West India trade; |
the great difficulty in carrymrr on that trade is the Excise Laws; , ;
we are by the action of those laws in favor of the manufacturersof !
Canadian whxskey—-Gooderham & Worts—and prevented from im- ’
porting rum and can bring nothing but sugar and molasses; this
‘benefits no one but the manufacturers ; it deprives us of our lmport
trade; there have been three vessels here this year with sugar and
molasses, and one from Turks Island with salt; a very large quan-
“ tity of whiskey from Canada is imported here’; it is used in adulter:
atmghquors they make Dunville whiskey out of it, and it isin —
almost every article of liquor that you purchase; if the Excise
duty was raised it would help our trade and do good to our people,
but thls whlskey I speak of is very ngunous in 1ts effects.

ISAAC C HALL, Esa.:—1 know the business upon which ]
this Lommxssxon is sitting ; I have some knowledge of the questlon, IR
Iam engaged in the fisheries, and in coramerce to a certain exlent,
but prlnclpally in-the fisheries; I ship fish-tothe-United States-and. —————-_'-._.

the West Indies, principally to the United States; I should suppose ‘
that there wonld be no question as regards the savmg ‘of dlstance St
by the canal 'bemg a benefit; the trade that would go through tlie T
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canal from here would be the greater part of 1t with the Umted
States and with the West lndles to the West of what:are called the
Windward Islands; there would not be any saving in going to the

‘Windward Islands—as Barbadoes, Martinique and Antigua, but to

all points wesf of Porto Rico, to the Gulf of Mexico, to all United
States ports, and to all points in Nova Scotia west of Cape Sable,
the saving would be very great, say from 250 to 300 miles. In going

by the Gut, Easting has to be made, and then Weshng, say 250

miles east, and then 350 miles west, which is equal to a loss of 500
miles; a direct line on the map does not-always show the distance
that a vessel has 1o sail; the exports direct to the West Indies are
not large from here; our exports of fish ars mostly to the United

: VStétes; our catch of mackerel last year was about 40,000 barrels; |
the records of our exports will not show this, but I know it is the

fact; about seven barrels will make one ton; I am not a seaman
myself; I have been up and down the Bay of I‘undy frequently-
I have no knowledge of navigation ; the wtole coasi of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick is troubled with fogs, and is dangerous from

. that cauise ; the strong lides in the Bay of Fundy would necessitate

tu«s to take vessels to open water; rates of insurance to the United
States ports would be lessened ; of course I do not think that the
canal could be immediately self-sustaining ; the value of the canal
depénds very much upon free trade with the United States, and
every intelligent man looks for that, and considers it not far off;-
when that time. comes, the canal will be almost invaluable to the

“north shore of New' Brunswick, and to this island ; it will be valua-

ble to the United States and to the Fisheries; but it would not
benefit the United States so much; it is near to us, and our business
is with therd, while their business is all over the world ; a large num-

* ber of fishing vessels come from Gloucester, (U. S ) every year, but

not so many as 1000 to these fishing grounds; there is no question
but that the canal would: benefit the United States, as 1 have said;
the value of the canal depends very much upon free trade with the
United States; the great productions of Maine, are hay, lumbei

and ﬁre wood ; she has built a class of vessels specmlly adapted for .

- carrying these products-——low deck vessels—the decks of which she

plles up hlgh with hay and lumber these vessels havmo‘a coast ling )
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to follow can reach any thhe ports of the U.8.in perfect safety ; and

" Maine thus supphes the great States of New England; we cannot do

this trade here now, for our vessels have to goto the Atlantio; it could -

only be done as a rare thing in summer ; if we had a canal, we
and New Brunswick could go in to it; this island has shown
capacity for growing hay, which is enormous; with the use of
mussel mud, the production of hay has greatly increased, and when
we have a market we can grow greater quantities; an industry

‘would be created by the canal, which has now no existence ; when
we have a canal we can compete with Maine, for we would have ~ - -

a coast line, and could make a harbour every night if necessary ;
then the work could be done profitably and safely, which it cannot
- benow. The present trade with the Thiited States, so far as the
products of the land are concerned, wounld not justify the project ;
the present United States Tariff is prohibitory ; this trade that I

speak of depends upon free trade with the United States, except in

the malte_r of fish, which is now free; fish, though valuable, do not
comprise & great many tons; it would he nothing to American
tonnage in extent—that is, our fish trade; the great products of this

island are those of agriculture and the fisheries ; agriculture is the .

fist; when we had the treaty, new blood was infused, and every-

thing was lively in commerece, since the abrogation of the treaty it
__has gone down; we have had to give up growing potatoes to -
any great extent, though this island is the best adapted place in:

North America for the growth of that vegetable; our products of
potatoes would amount to millions of hushels a year, if we had the
markets of the United States; our local markets are small and
soon glutted. Fishermen would go through the canal most parts of
the year, except in fall sometimes, when they are near Canso; in
summer most of them would go through, and in the fall, to avoid
the Nova Scotia coast; fishermen usually commence between
the island and New Brunswick, after that they drop to Magdalen
Islands and Cape Breton ; the distance frcn Magdalen Islands by
Canso and by the canal, would be about the same ; supposing there
were tolls npon the canal, and possible detention in going through it,
8 portion of the vessels wounld go round, but the navigation there is

,dangerous, and a great many vessels will go by the way that is -

‘
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nearest, and by Whlch they can get home safest; I think that the '
rates of insurance would induce them to go through the canal in the
fall ; in the fall it is very difficult for vessels to make their way
westerly, while the west wind would admit of their working up
from the Bay of Fundy; the N.W. wind is what they want, and
t}Hat is what troubles thom in the fall, by way of Canso; American
__/fishermen make deposits of fish in Canso, and the steamers take
them away ; they land fish here and at Canso. Previous to the
raid upon us here by Peter Mitchell and his mosquito fleet, we did ‘
a large business with American fishermen, but he pretty much
extinguished us, and we have not done much business in that
way since; if a vessel gots a good fare of fish, she lands them,
and ships by steamer, so that she can go and get more; many
think this the cheapest course; it has not been done till of
late years—within the last fifteen years ; the steamers that camy-
. these fish are from 800 to 900 tons, they can carry cheaper than
small vessels can ; I think that the mackerel could be carried from
- the north part of this Island for about two- thirds of whet it now
costs, viz, 90 cents; it would ba a good business- for vessels 0 go
_ through the canal to Boston from the north part of the Island for 80,
cents ; fishing vessels could land fish here, and small schooners take
them to Boston for 50 cents by the canal; I do not think that small
vessels can carry fish so cheaply as large ones, but they can cany
them better; in the large vessels they are put in a large bulk, and -
they are thereby injured ; fish in barrels require very careful hand:
ling; the same holds good wifh potatoes. If 10,000 bushels of -
potatoes are put in one vessel, anfl sent to New York, they are sure
to be destroyed, while if the sajne quantity is divided between three
vessels, they will go all right /by shipping from the north side of
this Island, by schooner dirget, the expense of trans-shipment aund
wharfage would be saved/ the Americans do the largest fishing
business in the Gulf; I shuld not think that the canal was more an
American interest than a Canadian ; in forming an‘opinion of the
value of the canal, so much depends upon free trade with the United
States that it is hardly possible to go into a fair valuation without
~ considering the question of free trade; it does not affect the Ameri- -
cans s0 much ; they get the advantage of it at once ; the advantage

-
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to the Canadians from the .\\mez'icau fishing vessels going through
the canal would be in the tolls collected ; 1 think that the fishermen

3 in the Bay of ;F_undy would come through the. g:imal and fish in the
Guif; if the cenal was_built, the American vessels that foljow Hali.

hut fishing would take their bait in the Bay of Fundy, and go through
- are very plentiful in the Bay of Fundy ; the canal is certain to induce

and cheapen rates of insurance ; one can scarcely estimate the change

_number of vessels has been much increased the last four or five years;
- the average for the last 10 years would, I think, be under 500 vessels;
it would certainly not be 3,000 ;. they still average 75 tons ; the num-
ber formerly was much in excess of that now, for of late years they
have fished on their own coasts ; since the difficulties with the Cana-
dian Government, they have not come here so much; I do not think
that 25 cents a ton would deter them from going through the canal,
entering the port of Boston but that takes a tug; there are
not less than forty tugs in Boston harbour; I think that tug boats

ing vessels by tugs is not so great as hauling them ; I think that
- .the rate of insurance would be lessened one third by the
canal ; the rate to Boston, to-day, is two per cent by Canso,

two-thirds, if over the half, by the canal; about one-third the
with the Unnited States. By going through Canso you have to make
Porto Rico ; St. Thomas is not a port for landing at, it is a port of
“call for information, and to lock for freights with empty vessels; it
is 1erely a free port where vessels go to find freights; I have had

nsiderable experience in the West India business; I do not know
ﬁltfthere would be much trade from the south coast of Newfound-

would be as near from Cape Breton; this island, the north shore of

the canal to their fishing grounds ; they use herring for bait, and they
trade, in the same way as railways do; it will break down barriers,

that free trade wonld make ; I have not the statistics of the number
of tons of lishing vessels from the United States in the Gulf; the -

_nor would the tugging ; there is now not one vessel.jn ten of those
would ba indispensable in the Bay of Fundy ; *the expense of mov-.
in the fall it is 3 to 3}; I think it would not be more than -

" distance is saved ; I have been about 18 years in the fishing trade -

easterly and westerly in order to get to any port to the west of -

land through the canal ; it would be as near by Canso, and Canso
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New-Brunswick and Canada East, with their fisheries and Inmber,
would be benefitted; the distance to the West Indies would be

"“shortened, and rendered more safe for overything that comes out of
-the St. Lawrence; I know that from Montreal to Portland goods go

by .rail, and thence by steamer to St. John. Up to a short period
the cheapest way by far to send goods was by water; but now
there an: certain articles which go cheaper by rail; goods of large
value, and where insurance is high end time is an ohject, some-
times go cheaper by rail, but cheap goods go best by vessel; flour
would, I think, comne cheaper by water; we get flour from Montreal
bere for about 40 cents, that is about the average; it has sometimes
ran down to 15 cents under competition; there would not be a
great saving on flour from Montreal tc St. John by the canal, per-
haps from 5 to 10 cents per barrel; I do not know what the tolls
would be, and cannot, therefore;tell whether that difference would
be made up by the tolls; if it was all to depend upon flour, | -
would say let the canal alone, though flour is & large item, and it
is an object to get it at the least possible: price; there would not -
be enough saving on the freight of ilo“iii;‘to justify the canal. The
lumber interests of North New Brunswick would be benefitted ; if

the canal was open all their Tumber wounld move through them;

I think that flour would go botk -ways; the gein in time by Portland

would be 4 or 5 days, and that is an itemn as regards interest;

insurance would also_be saved by that route; the deeper the canal .
could be made the better; it would require to be at least 14 feet to
meet the vequirements of the trade; the greater part of the vessels
draw frora 9 to 12 feet, and some more than that; fishing vessels
require from 8 {0 12 feet; the most of them draw from 9 to 11 foet;
a 15 foot canal would meet the requireinents of the business; if the
canal were built 1t would create a certain kind of business, and a
certain kind of vessels that we have 1ot now; I agree with the ideas
of Dickie and Black, as expressed biy them before the Canal Com-
missioners, 8o 1auch of the value of the canal depends upon free
trade ‘with the United States, that it is hardly possible to separate
the two; we ar€ sure to have free trade, it is only a question of time;
the American Government has be:n under adverse circumstances
for some years; the Democratic -parly are as much mixed on that
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question of free trade as the other party; Pennsylvania is the hardest

to have free trade or a zollverein; the necessitios of the case are so
great that it must come; I think that a zollverein would be better
than a treaty, and annexation better than either; I am a citizen of
the United States,

smxm‘nsxm
Hon. JOHN LEFURGEY, M.E.C.: I am in business here—in

been at sea a little; T am a little delicate in giving an opinion where
so large a sum of money is involved ; Iknow the gronnd very well
where the canal is intended to go through ; I have been over it this
summer ; I have thought a little ahout the advantages that it wonld
be to the Island, but whether they would Jjustify so large an expen-

men of the Lower Provinces are in favor of it; ourexports are prin-

perhaps if the canal were built; we have to pay 10 cents duty on
- them in the United States; there are certain porls that we could
‘even ship to now ; we send the principal part of our oats to England ;

would ‘be self-sustaining; we have to take into consideration, if

whether we, as part of the tax payers of the Dominion, should tak
the rest of the Dominion for this canal; I do not suppose that the
canal dues would be more than those now levied in Canada, though
perhaps the canal would not have much to do; a 60 ton vessel -
would, at 25 cents, pay 15 dollars, and such a vessel would carry
4,000 or 5,000 bushels of oats; we pay 2% cents on oats' to
Shediac, and almost 5 cents by rail to St. Jokn, or about 7} cents in

ofour fish go by steamer from Charlottetown—that is American

¢

]

foc we have to contend with; the difliculties regardnw revenue are
most in our way; the idea of a Zollverein is'a good one; we will have

. shipping principally ; I have never been master of a vessel ; I have

diture I do no% know ; I rather think that the most of the business

cipally agricultural ; we would send oats to the  United States .

a good deal of our grain goes to St. John, and water ‘communica-
“tion is cheaper than by rail; it is not my idea that the canal, if built, -

we are part of the Dominion, what Public Works we ave to k
get; we want to have some advantages; it has to be considered

all; I think all our fish would be shipped that way; a good many - -

lish; it is their policy I suppose to keep their vessels as long as pog- '
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sible on the ground ; some of the vessels .aight find it convenient
to ship by steamer as now, but many would go through the canal;
- when they are going home they would go through; I can hardly
say whether there is local trade enough to warrant the expenditure
- of 50 large a sum of money ; the advantages of the canal could not -
be véry well estimated till it was opened; we generally find that
canals and railways, after they are opened, give more advantages
than are anticipated at first; all improvements are the same; I
think the canal would be a very great advantage to the Lower Pro-
vinces and to the Gulf; it is nenerally tound udvanta(reous to avail
ourselves of every means of savmg time, for time is money ; large

" ships could not go throngh it if it is only 15 feet deep; fishing ves:

sels from the ’\Iagdalen Islands wonld not go up to the canal to go
home ; I know more of this side than of the other.

There would, under a Treaty, be a market opened for our
potatoes in the United States; we can send them and pay duty now,
but the distance is considerable by the present route, and the risk
of their spoiling is very great. . S

JOHN R. CALHOUN, Esq. :—I ara a merchant here ; I should
be strongly in favor of seeing the canal built ; I am well acquainted
with the Bay of Fundy; I was brought up near its head, and lived
there most of my lifé; no fog comes up there at all ; fogs do not
come within 20 miles of that part to interfere with navigation;
they are nearer St. John—about 30 or 40 miles above that city; I
- think that the trade of the Island would be benefitted by the canal;
it was one of the inducements that 1 had to vote for Confederation;
it was held out ss almost a certainty that it would be bailt ; I think-
it would be of advantage to the whole Dominion, but I speak more
of the local advantage, which is all that can be expected of us here;
I am not aware of the number of tons that would pass through it;
here, at Summerside, there is quite a large grain trade with St.
John; it there was a Treaty we would do a very large trade with
the United States, both in potatoes and grain; the business of the
canal would be a good deal enhianced by a Treaty ; I-am not aware

of the distance thatAwpuld be saved by the canal; both distance,

-
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vessel would probably go through to the Bay of Fundy when she
conld have reached Canso, using the present route, and then she
would be much nearer her desti: 1ation by the. canal route; I

but a small proportxon of the fish taken by American vessels is ship-
ped home by steamers ; none are from Sunonerside ; I should think
that there would be no chance to do anything with’ the South coast
of Newfoundland, nor with the Magdalen Islands ; until we have

chance to do anything large with the United States ; it we had a
Treaty with the States our oats would go there; it would open a
alarge market ; now our oats trade is thrown into the hands of the
large dealers; if we had a Treaty with the United States smaller
men could go into 1t, and do the business direct with the United
States.

ROBT. T. HOLMAN, Zisq.:—I am largely engaged in-buisiness ;
I do not know that I can ofier much information upon this matter ;
Ihave always thought the building of the canal something that
would not take place in my day, and I have never given it much
consideration ; I cannot see clearly the usefulness of it to us here ; I

field for pohtxcal speculation; like all public undertakings, it w1ll
cost more than the estimates—probably £12,000, 000 iastead of #8,000,-'
000 ; the fact is I have really heard very little upon the matter; I
\\ou]d like tc understand what benefit it is to be to the island; our’
trade with the United States is large and likely to increase ; but I
would like to know whether a short cut through the Bay ‘of Fundy
dwring the _danguous season of the year when our exports are mide,

the Bay of Fundy than outmde, on account of the fo«ra and not having
more sea room ; we do very litile exporting during fine weather ;

_am not much acquamted with the fishing trade; I would think
that, with the canal, these vessels conld get two or three cargoes, -

have always looked upon it as one of those political moves which .
are often got up to strengthen political fecling, and to open up a_

is likely to be worth much. It is certainly more dangerous through

l our trade comes in a heap at the close of navigation ; our auxiety is -

a Reciprocity Treaty - with the-United States there is very little -

. . . >19 e
time and risk would be saved even with the delay in the canal a
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to get our vessels out and clear of land, where there is least danger ;
probably 1 have made up my mind without sufficient consideration;
but I could not be induced to advocate a thing which I was
- convinced was not right ; I have heard no arguments in. favor of
. such a canal. A treaty is essential to any large trade with the United
States,—in coal, oats, potatoes and everything else; Ispeak only asthe -
matter presents itself to me now ; I do not believe that it would
benelit this island, because I do not believe it would be generally
patronized. : :

ANGUS McMILLAN, ESQ :—I do not know what to say upon

“the matter, for T have hardly given it thought; I do business in ship-
building—mostly with England ; have always thought the canal a
short cut; the passage through the cut is a pretty dangerous one
in the fall of the year ; I do not know that it is mote dangerous in
the Bay of Tundy ; whenwe send a vessel to England we are more
_anxious to get her clear of the Gut, than all the rest of the passage; =
- after a vessel is past the Gut she has plenty of sea room ; I think it
" would be far shorter from the Magdalen Islands by the canal than
by the Gut ; alarge number of American vessels go round the north

'~ cape of this island when going home in the fall ; T have sometimes
seen 400 of them going round ; when there is a north-east storm
they go that way ; I would say that the vessels that want to remain
here all summer could get their. fish sent home by- the canal and
procure salt for their second trip, instead of going home ; they could
send home by steamers ; I suppose there would be sma]l steamers
running through the canal; it would be a smail stexmer that would
ouly draw 12 feet. T mrrht is less by large steamers, where there is
sufficient trade, than by small ones ; it is pretty hard to say until

- the canal is opened how much trade there would be ; canals almost
always draw trade, so do railways; . I do not see that there would be
any great” benefit to us in Summerside; I do not think that it
would freeze earlier than elsewhere; I do not look so much to the
expenditure of the money, for it only changes hands in a manuer;

~ it gous from the Glovernment to the people, and the people are the
Gevernment ; T look ~upon the ‘canal a5 a plece of road, going
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thr(;ugh a country ; I'have ne\fer paid much attention to the matter ;
I have always thought it of more henefit to the other Provinces.

- DAVID ROGERS -Bsq.:~I am m busmess here——geneml
business; my knowledge of this matter is very limited; [ have
considered it very little; I believe that it would be a very great
benefit to the shipping trade of this island.. The hshmg vessels leave
their cargoes here, and ship by steamer, because the distance is so
great ; if they could save so much distance by the canal, it wonld be
a great inducement to-go home; they have some fogs to contend
“with from the Gut as well as from the Bay of Fundy; I believe that
the canal would hear the same rolutxon to the Gut as the Gut now

Gt ; the saving of 20C railes would be a very great inducerent; the
grain trade of the island with St. John, is large at some seasons; the
cost of getting it there by the canal would be very much less than
~now; it now costs about 7} cents ; I would ship by the route that
was cheapest; I cannot tell what the charges in the canal would be;

it is an established fact that water carriage is cheaper than land
carriage; I cannot say how much would be saved by the canal;

there would be no re-shipment as now at Shédiac; the canal would
be of henefit in getting vessels out of the gulf in the fall of the year;
the great obJect10113 of underwriters are to the difficulty of getting
~ outside the Gut, when outside they are considered out of danger;
the rates of insurance are less when once clear of the Gut; the canal
" would enable a vessel to get out t\wel\e hours sooner; 2} cents io
Shédmc is & low freight.

, ROBERT T. HOLMAN, Esq.:—I ship considerable grain to
St. John, and I would prefer the other way, for the matter of
insurance is reduced by way of Shédiac; it is a matter of four or five
hours, and you are safe; when there is more shipping done there,
and more dnnger of wrecks, the same restrictions will be placed

.+ only throngh October and Nbv‘embg{r,‘ or a very littlp longer,

does to the course round Cape Breton ; we can_get very few vessels -
to go round the north of Cape Breton, if they can get through the

“upon it that are now placed upon the Gut; and it is a matter of only -
two months work through the canal; the shipping of produce lasts -

'
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DAVID ROGERS, Esq.:—It is my opinion that the canal ~
would beneéfit this country very much ; the distance saved would
be a great advantage to the United States trade ; if we had a treaty

- the trade wouid be very large ; even now, the, lumber and the

stone trade would be diverted through it; we should count on the
saving of time and distance ; trade would ‘be diverted into it that
we have very little idea of now ; no trade would '~ome from the' .
south coast of Newfoundland ; have had no expenence in the navi-
gation of the Bay of Fundy.

A RICHARD HU NT, Esq.:—I am in general business here ; am
engaged in fishiug also ; I have not given the subject of the canal
that consideration which would give my opinion a great deal of

" importance ; T have had a general idea that the canal would be of

advantage, without going into figures to show the why and the
wherefore; I think that if the canal were opened, and the tolls
were not too high, that a grea’, deal of trade with the United States
and St. John would pass through it; we cannot have much trade

with the United States without reciprocity 5 our fish will go there,
as they do now ; I think that American vessels would go home on
their first trip that way; the last trip they would probably go round;

a good many land their fish, but not alarge proportion of the whole;

others make their trips home direct ; the great body of them fish
within sight of the island ; there are not so many there this year
as Jast; we would not build the canal for the Americaus, I suppose,
but for ourselves; I think there is very little doubt that the canal
would be of advantage to the Americans; the United States is the
best market for our root crops; we cannot send them there now; if
we had a treaty a large proportion of our root crops would goto
the United States; coal would also go there;-the United States is

__agood market for oats and barley, if we had no duty to pay we

are now foxced to send oats to England ; we have some West Indis
trade; we send fish and hay and grain and butter and pork and
some. ﬁheep and horses.

J A\IES L. HOLMAN, Esq.:—I am not now in business;
have only one vessel afloat; I have not given this matter much con-
- sideration; I have always been impressed favorably by the Shédlac

"




BAIE VERTE OANAL OOSI)HSBIONERB

route I have always thought that the canal would bo of great ,

benefit to the Island wherever it was put through; the principal

" benefit would be in shipping to the United States, but not to St.
John ; I would pmfe; to send by mil; there is no risk, and it is
Tapid ;. we never think of insuring; it always reaches in a day or
two; it might be detained in tho canal; the gredt henefit would be
in shortening the distance to Boston; it would cost an immense
amount of money ; people gen-rally take the shortest route in going
anywhere, if the risk is no greater; in the Bay of Fundy you have
not the sea room that you huve after you get through the Gut; I
have no doubt that the route by Canso is tho safest, though there is
a good deal of fog there too.

FINLAY MAONEILL, Esq.:—1 cannot go into statistics, but
I think that the canal would be of great benefit to the Island;
no part of the Dominion would receive to much benefit; the
Island is capable of producmg ten thousand: times more tmm it
does now ; our principal grain is oats; we can send oats now only
to England in any large quantities; a few go toSt. John ; if the duty
. were taken off it would be different; it is very hard to say how soon
the duty may be taken off; without reciprocity ‘it does not pay to

send oats to the United States; I would not he altogether in favor of

building a canal depending entirely upon the prospect of a treaty;
we often send potatoes to St. John, but onr market for potatoes is

~ pretty much in the United States, and there the duty meets us; eggs

can be shipped by railway, and round by steamer; every vessel that
would pass through would pay tolls I suppose; take it on the whole

it is, a8 it were, drawing this Island half way to Boston; the duties -

may be taken off next year; the expense of bluldmo' the canal would

be, of conrse, immense, but taken on the whole it would be a benefit -

to the Island; there will always be strong opposition to every public
work ; our railroad and the railroad from Shediac met with strong
opposition ; the people in Cape Breton and in the ecast part of Nova
Scotia oppose the canal, because it w rill draw trade away from them;
- they want all the shipping to go through Canso; I have no local
knowledge of the Bay of Fundy ; can give no opinion :egarding its
navigation; perhaps the waters of the Bay of Fundy mixing with
the Baie Verte might keep the harbours open a week longer.
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HON. JAMESO POPL M.P.P.:—Iam amerchant andashnp—
owner; I am a great beliover in everything in the way of improve-
~ments; I introduced the railway here and the general impression
was that there would be nothing for it to do, and it now far
exceeds the expectation of the most sangmna I am strongly of
opinion that the proposed ganal would be of great advantage to the
Island ; it would shorten the distance to the United States very
--much; and thereby cheapen the transport of -our goods; and enable ——
us—more particularly from the west end of the Island—to send
fresh fish, which is our - - "at product in the summer season, almost
every day to Boston ; .v -5 our best market; if we hadaRecnproclty
- Treaty there would be iill more advantages; the sdving in dis-
tance to Boston ‘s about 200 miles ; it would take about 53 hours to
go through the c .aal, and the delay at each end would only be a
possible delay and might not occur at ‘ail; fish could be sent i Jinice -
deily and @ great trade would arise ; down at the east end of the
_island they are as near the States as by the other way; if we had
Reciprocity everything that could be raised from the ground or
taken from the fisheries would go to the United States by way of
the canal ; it js our natural market; we can send now by rail, but
1 would prefer to send by canal, because goods are knocked about
so by rail ; eggs are a large 1tem, agreat many of them get knocked
about and broken by rail; we cannot send oats now to the United
States ; it costs 7 cents to take oats to' St. John ; by the canal
the trouble and expense of transhipment would be saved; I
would not advise the Dowinion Government to build the canal
upon the strength of a Reciprocity Treaty, but I think it is due to
the Maritime Provinces that it should be built; there is a large
expenditure for canals jn Canada where they do not pay; I am
not prepared to say that the proposed canal would pay directly;
under the Treaty the trade might be sufficient to make it pay,
not otherwise; my experience in the' fisheries are limited; I
do not know the trade from the sonth coast of Newfoundland;
the Americans commence fishing down to the east end of the Island
* and all along the north shore to the North Cape and West Cape;
their present practice is to take the fish home in their vessels; one
of the advantages of the canal would be that they could send their
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fish nome and rgmain on the ground ﬂshmg some ship their fish
in Charlottetown and Canso; I would go for giving the shortestand

cheapest method of carrymg goods to market, it makes trade for

‘itself; I do not.see how any of our people in the Maritime Provin.
ces should object to the only canal that is proposed to be buill; we
.should have our share of the advaiitages from the large expenditure

for canals and improvements generally, but still I have in view
- what-is best - for the general good, what is for the advantage of the

Maritime Provinces would ‘be for the advantage of the whole
Dominion ; I would like to see it built in the interest of the coun-
try; L do not go for Public Works bsing simply to get a share of
thé monsy. South-west winds eve the prevailing winds, and it is

a dead beat down from Canso; you would be further to the wind-

ward in the Bay of Fundy and yon would save those 200 miles,
which is a long beat.

HON." WILLIAM RICHARDS:—I am a general merchant
and ship owner; I do not know that I am in favor of the project
of the canal, but if we had it, we would have facilities given to the
trade of the country which we have not now; I know it would
not pay—that I do not look at so much, if it would be a benelit to
the country ; but whether enough to compensate for the cost is the
question; I am not so much in favor of it considering the cost;
when there are facilities people will use them; it is difficult navi.
gation on the other side; I.do not thiuk it would be so much used
as a great many think; the difference of distance is a consideration
~in its favor—but the tolls and the delay and the short time of the
year during which it could be used, are against it; for a great part

of the year the canal would be frozen up; if we had reciprocity

the question wonld be different; at present we have not very much
trade with the United States; under reciprocity we would have a
‘large trade from all parts of Jthe island ; our exports to St. John go

by the railway from Shédmc, the navigation is not by sany means -
safe from the entrance to the canal on the. other. side through the .
- Bay of Fundy; I have been there, and I know the position of the -

~ land; I thmk some vessels would not take advantao'e of it some
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ject to fdgs and to strong currents; people accustomed to it do not
mind it, but'to a stranger it is different; in the summer time I haye

" no doubt it would be availed of, but many from the east would not

go thereuinless they were met by conirary winds and had to g0
there; there would be delay in the basins and locks; B«ue/Verte is
safe, but is a long shoal bay, und a great deal of expense would be

necessdry to make it suitabie for large vessels; there is a long flat

covered with water; there would be difficulty on that account ; no
doubt if we had reciprocity with the United States, the whole as

~ pect of the maiter would change. The route by Shédiac is very

direct, but it is expensive; if there was a heavy carrying trade in
goods, that could not be well transported by rail, the other way by
the canal would be cheaper; for light articles the rail is the cheap-

est way. I am a practical navigator; I understand the manage-
ment of ships; I know the plages I have spoken of very well; at
present [ think a great many of the American fishing vessels take
their fish home themselves; I think they would take the shortest
route; those belonging to the island send by steamers. 1 am in
doubt which route the American vessels would take; their only
object in taking the canal would be the saving of time and distance;
they would save 200 miles; the winds would be the same in both
cases, pretty nearly; they are not far apart; they would have the

__advantage of tugging in Fundy; with a north east wind they

would have clear navigation and would save the 200 miles also;
but then on the outside route a north east wind would be .a fair
wind; the canal would be used by a great many, and a great many
would not use it; there are a great many advantages which I
cannot now explain, but which would come out of it; many people
would avail themselves of it when the wind, or other circamstan-

‘ces, favored their going through it ; there is no chance of any trade
from the south coast of Newfoundland unless vessels are driven by
“adverse winds ; in the fall of the year, probably, many would avail
~ themselves of it, rather than go round outside; in bad weather
they would have the advantage of a harbor,
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- ALBERTON,
HON. HERBERT BELL, President Legislative Council:—I am

a general merchant; the question is whether the canal would be of
suflicient commercial utility to justify the expenditure of so lurge & sum
of money; [ would like to see the canal built; but, at the same time, it
is a very large sum of money, and we would have to pay our queia; the
question is ** will it pay, or anything like it, either.in money value or
adentages- the only thing that operates against 11y going for it, is that

Treaty with the United States it would put a different feature upon it
altogether; I am not in a position to judge nccurately whether it would
be of advantage or not; it would depend upon fae activu of the

States, there would be a great deal of trade with the United States, ard
it would pass through the canal and swell the receipts; at the same time
. the building of the canal would be a great benefit to the people of the
Lower Provinces, it is only a question of time in my mind that is its
Luilding, and we want some improvements in our Island too; there ave
places here where it is not two miles from deep water to decp water;
[ should llkc very well to see the work go on if there is any prospect of
its paying; the people of the Island are as pubhc-spmted as their neigh-
bors, and would bear their share of the expense, if they see that it will
be of advantage; if there is any prospect of reciprocity with the United
States, I would say build the canal; if there is no prospect itis a question
- with me if l would vote for it.

HON. RICHARD B. REID, M.L.C.—If I should not be consider-

ed selfish, I would say that the canal would benefit my constituents

for a steamer to Cascumpec for some time back ; the great danger i3 in
going round North Cape; this is why we have not had it; if the canal

BAIE VERTE OANAL COMMISSIONERS, -

we oan get no advantage from it in winter; if we had a Reciprocity -

Dominion with the United States; if there was a treaty with the United

more than any others, hecause we are near to it; we have been looking

were built, and a breakwater were erected at Brae Harbour, which I
believe has heen reported upon favorably, and a small canal were built
through to this harbour, which would not be more. than one mile long,
it would increase our trade to a great extent; a great number of fisher-
men come here to fish; they come‘round by Canso, which is a long
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route; I believe we would have a great many more if they. had a short
route; I believe that they would help the canal; the opening of the
canal would create a larger trade than now exists; we look forward to a
Treaty in the future; under the present duties we cannot send produce to
the United States; the facilities afforded to the United States fishermen
by the canal, would bea very large offct to anything that the Americans
might ask in making a new treaty; it would have the effect of inducing
them; T would not construct it for that alone; there ace other consider.
atlons beside; 1 have talked with American fishermen about the dangers
of the Canso course; it is not always that they can get through there;
sometimes they are detained theve several days; I have been detained
there two days, and quite a number of vessels were there waiting for a
change of wind; the canal is a matter that I mdlvxduully have vary
little knowledge of I would not- like to give an opiniou too decidedly;
if there is a prospect of reciprocity, I would go in favor of it.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

'DALHOUSIE

Hox. WILLIAM IIAMIL/TON, M.L.C., Dathousio. _
I have been in business (general fishing) in this place for many
" years, am aware of proposed Baio Verte Canal; since the time it was.
projected, there is considerable business transacted between this and St.
John ; it goes by Shédiac and from thence to St. John by railroad ; there -
is scarcoly any trade to 8t. John by present water route, but a trade
~might avise from construction of a canal; tho trade with the United
States would be be'neﬁted and is the only one-that would be benifited by
its constructlon, the puncnple trade is with England, in deals and square
timber; but the trade in timber, shingles, shooks and hoops is with the‘.'
United Statos and tho West Tndies ; this trade with the Mtter is increas-
ing, some six vessels have been cleared this season for tho West Indies,
~ and although nothing of 1mport'mce has as yot been done with South
" America, there is every prospect of its increasing, but as far as our
interest is. concerned, no bencfit for such trade would be derived from a
‘canal, or to warrant an expenditure of public monies of $8,000,000, for
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the trade from Dalhousie and the Gulf Ports to the United States, a great
benefit would be dorived by a canal, on account of ﬂnf'oty afforded vessels;
1 think.the navigation of Bay of Fundy saforthan by the Gut of Canso,
and think the insuranco would he much less; I do not think the
canal wonld pay from tonnnge any amount of to'ls equal to nmount of
interest on outluy.

I do not offor my opinion-in regard to dangers of navigation

in Bay of Fundy, not having any personal exporience on tho sub- -

jeet. The trade with the United States is largely dependent on duties
being removed from our lumber. If removed, our business would be in.
cressed. I think Reciprocity would as soon be brought about with the United
States without, as with, the construction of a canal. Only a small portion of
our lumber go to the United States, as I have afready above stated. Ths ves-
gels employed in this trade would be from 100 to 120 tous. I have always been
under the belief that, vmh a tlde of 48 feet in tho Bay of‘ Fundy, and of 6 or 8
is vo trade now in lumbcr between the Gulf Ports and the porls on the Bay of
Fundy. “1do not think our trade here would derive more benefit by usmg the
Intercoloniul Railroad instead of the Canal.

GEORGE HADDON, Dalhousic: —Have not given the matter sufficient
consideration to warrant giviog an opinion; would have to confer with steam
ship agents as to amount of freight, &e., with St, John, New Bruaswici ; from
what I can see I belicve the building of a canal would benefit our trade, but

the building of a branch line railroad, and suitable wharf, would beoefit it

far more. I am ot acquainted with the West lndia trade ; the trade with the
United States is not large at present; I have no knowledge of navigation, nor

_am I acquainted with shipping; if the tolls were put on the canal which would

make the cost of freight equal to the costat present, there would be no advantage

_ derived from its oonstruchon I amin general business, and more pamwlarly

in canncd fish,

JOHN{ PHILLIPS, M.P.P.:— Have lived here about 40 years,‘

although not engdaged in lumbor business, yet T have given considerable atten-
tion to the subjeot of proposed canal. ~ Although tho distuace from Dalhousie

to St. Johu would be shortened 340 miles aud to Boston 155 as shown in map, -

by way of proposed canal, compared with the present route by Gut of Causo,
yet if tolls were chaiged for passing through, this with the slower time would

lessen its advantages. At present there is scarcely any through trade with the - -
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United States, either is there any to the Ports of Bay of Fundy, It is now
carried on to Shédiac by water and from thence by railroad to 8t. John. I
have cxamiued the mup shown me of the different routes to the Weet.Indies,
and find the difference to St. Thomas by the route through Crnso would he
nearly equal to that by the proposed canal. ‘ :

Should the Government of the United States see flt to pass a Recipro-
city ‘I'reaty similar to the one that formeily existed, and thus scoure a free
trade between United States, I have no doubt trade would assume proyortions
far beyond anythivg in the p'\sb but until that time ¢>mes about, the increase

“must be small, ‘

I consider that if $8,000,000 - were expeud«.d in improviug Harbours,
building Branch Railrouds, aud other works of geueral advantage, it would be
of wore benefit than u canal. I also believe that such a canal would act us a
rival to the railroad. ‘I'ake for instunce this important Port: the railroad sta-
tion is nearly 7 milés distant, and it is highly important that such Ports as this
ou6 ehould have direct comwunication withthe Iutercolonial Railway. { think
it also well to say that this Port is open a mouth later in the fall than any
other botween this and Quebee. I is well sheltered, and the whole of the
Britlsh fleet might enter it in safety.

BATHURST.

R. F. BURNS, M.P.I’.:—Have done gencral business here for 13

- years, and am well acquainted with the trade; no vessels sail direct from here
to St. John, New Brunswick; the present route of cxports to that place is by

way of 8hédiao by railroad; in the exports to the West Indics from thie place,

we occasionully send by Shédiac, but the greater part is by sea through the

Gut of Canso ; the imports from the United States are brought by sea through

the Gut of Causo lizht goods are occasionally brought per railroad to Shéliac.

The greater pnrt of flour aud pork used here, which is considerablo, is
brought principally from Quebes and Montreal by vessels, and occasionally by
steamer from the former place ; we also import those articles occasionally from
the United States, as prices suit. :

The freight on flour from Quebee, in veswls, varies from 35 cents to 70
cents per barrel, acwrdnug to seasonj in some instances it wenteup to 90 cents.
The vate of insurance from Quebeo by sailing vesscls varies from 1 per cent.
to 5 per cent., ana by steamer from 1} to 1} per cent. The through rate of
freight from St John to this place varies from 22 to 50 cents per 100 lbs. ; the
22 cents is only on sugm and molasses ; the rate of freight from hcre to

‘ Shédlao will vary from 30 to 50 cents per barrel,




.. These figures are for through rates, when stoamers aud packets may be
raning 10 conueotion with the railroad, but as happens at present thero is no
such ‘connection ; sailing vessels” have to be cmployed at rates from 30 to §0
cents per barrel, as above stated; oo freight from St John to Bathurst, the
usual proportion f through frelght 18 53 per cent. to the vessel, and the
" remaiviog 47 per cent. to the railroad. When the Intercolonial Railroad is .
cowpleted the great bulk of imports will be broubbt over it from St. John,
New Brunswick. There is no trade from here to the West Indies and South
Awmerica, In refercuce to the Baie Verte Canal, I am of opiuvion it would be
advantageous to the worthern, portion of New Bruosdick, by the saving of
distance compared with the prescat route. The canal would increase the business
of this place even without reciprocity, but ifthe latter wero attained there would
be & great increase. ‘T'he principal exports through such canal to the United
States would consist of shingles, lumber of every description und g grindstones,

more with St. John and other places on the Bay of Fundy.. T am uot a sea-
man, wor have I any koowledge of navigation, and therefore cannot speak as to
the merits of the Gut of Canso as compured with the propised canal; 1 am,
~~however, aware that in some years the Gut of Canso is impeded by ice from the,
north. I think the rate of freight to the United States would be less by the
canal than by the present route, owing to the shortening of distance and le:sen-
iog of risk. In the statement of vessels outwards at this port, in trade riturns
for 1874, there is altogether 27 vessels, measuring 7,124 tons, of which 17 went
to the United States, and these were wostly ladon w1th grmdstones, mth a
little figh,

Hon. JOHN FERGUSON, Senator.—I am acquainted with the trade
of this place, having been couneoted oxteosively with it for several years. I
am also acquainted with the general trade of tho Maritime Provitices. As to
the commeroial udvantages of the Buie Verte Canal, I have to say that' if the
construction of it could have been made at « moderate price, say 81,530, 000
or even $2,000,000, [ would have been in favor of it; but, as the last survey
and report of Mr. Page, C. H,, Denartmeu. of Public Works, makes it certain

commerce of these provioces or to the country would warrant the expen liture of
such & large amount. There is no doubt that the trade of these provinces would
e greatly increased by a free trade with the United States ; but even with
such free trade, T would still doubt the propnety of undertaking such an ex-
tensive work as the one proposed. -~ :
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also of fish and farm produce, It would also give us an opportunity to trade

that it will at least cost $8,000,000, I do not think that the advantagss to the - -
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JOHN E. O'BRIEN, merchant, Bathurat :—I have been for many years
in business here,;-both as shipbui'der and general merchant. ~ As to wy opinion |
about the proposed Baie Verte Canal, to conneot Baie Verto with the Bay of
Fundy. I have to say that the coustruotion of a railroad counecting those
straits with &t. John and the United States has largely met the desires of the
people of this province who have since 1825 desired some such improvement.
The present railroad, which will soon bo finished, will still farther aid the
 fucilitjes existing to and from 8hédiac. I would bo in favor of all i unprow
ments tendiog to cheapen the transport from ono place to another, whether in
the United States or in the Dominion, and I would be also in favor of construct.
ing the canal in question if it could be done at a moderate cost, say from §1,-
000,000, but in my opinion it would not bo wise to expend on such work so
large a sum as $8,000,000, especially, as T have already stated, we will soon
have railroad facilities, either to the Bay of Fundy, the United States, Mont.
real, Quebeo, and-Ontario. We bave no commerce here with the West Yudies
nor with South America. No vessels sail direct from here to St. John. Our
trade is principally with Euogland, the United States, sad the Upper Provinces.
Our shipment to the United States consists of grindstones aud some fish,
‘but the trade with the United States would be largely inoreased if the duties
. were removed from our natural products. I am, as already stated opposed
to the buildiug of a canal at a cost of $8,000,u00, for this suw, at 5 per cent.,
would be an interest of $400,000 per annum, and, with my experience, I doubt if
sufficient tonnage and tolls could be obtained to meot even a moderate part of
. this amount. _ The necessity of a canal which formerly oxisted to eommunmte-

bétween the Bay of Fundy and the Baie Verte, has been largely met b) the
railroad, .

NIEWCASTLE.

R. R. COLL, Shipping and General Merchant, also Pilot Commissioner:
;New Castlo has no trade with the West Indies. All West India produce
is pumhased at Halifax or St. John. The market is indeals to the Old Country,
oxcept a very small trade with the Umted States in small lumber, fish and
stone,

With the Canal and Reolprooity our eouutry along the Gulf would b
second to none in the Dominion. -

The supply of small lamber that could be fnmmhed is very great with
our better and cheaper fnwllmes for gettlag it out, had we the ganal we would
be on as good footing in the Umted States market as in S8t, John.

The canal would stimulate the Ghlf Flshenes, and as ﬁsh is free of duty,
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wo should be ablé to proseome them. ~Caj ptmns nnd owners of veasels have :
great reluctance -to voyage to Unitod Btates by Qanso, ~ We bought, at 8t.
John steamer “Andover” ; had to brmg her round Cnpa Sable and through the
Gut, and were unable to affect any insurance on her.” Had the canal existed, wo
should have brought her through it, and save at least $500, - I think a oansl of
less depth than 16 feet would answer for years. If mado of the intended depth
of the St. Lawrvuce canals, will be ample for all vessels that would desire to
_use it.

~ Vessels at Miramichi, gotting offer of lrelght at St John, in hallaat could
go through it and vice-versé.

I will prepare a table of draught of vessels, in ballust, from papers I have
as Pilot Qommissioner, from which you will see the tonnage of vessels that
could use it. Vessels like ones ref'erred to, would have no trade via canal,
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Reports made in accordance with Section VILI of the Pilotage Regulations
for the Port of Miramichi, in May and June, 1876.

* Name of Vessel, Tonnage. Natiom.lity'. Where from. Draught.

Alma e 541 Norwegian Chx'istiu-ng ’ 10}

Arcthusa ........ ereenas 341 B_ritish ) Bolfnst 9
. ° . .
MAris oo 627 Norwegian | Sovn Noxway 12

P

UIEraererireeererseesennns 5422, “ Arundel 1y
NOFueveeeresneerans ] 456 “ Cadit | 10

BIOrado oovevsi oee] 224 | British | Bolfast - | @

ALLAN "RITOHIE, Morchant and Shipowner, of Newcastle :—With
a canal, a market for small lamber could be found in United States; at
present wo have only one market, viz.: Eogland, and cannot soll small lum-
ber there.  The supply ‘of logs for that description of stuff would be found almost
 inexhaustible on our rivers and tributaries.

We have a very fine qunhty of free stone,-its best market is the United
© States, the voysge via Canso is a great drawbaok to the prosecution of it.

" 'The canal would greatly help that business ; in looking through our books
I find our vessels could all go in ballast through the caral if it-was of depth of
propoaed enlargement of 8t. Lawrence canals, a vessel from Bay of Fuady
D
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Ports for Gulf Ports, oould do with less ballast than in orossiug ocean; oanal
would be frequently used by charterers in Gulf Ports and St. John,

HON. EDWARD WILLISTON, one of the Judges of the County
Courta:—Most favourably impressed with the value of the canal to the -
Northern seotion of Now Brunswiok ; although never engaged in business, yet
having for years been a member of the Lecal Legislature, I have a general
knowledge of the reqmroments of the oountry

F. C. WINSLOW, Banker, Newaastle, says :—The northern ocoasts
abound with fish ; in Gloucester there are valuable quarries of free stone. Two
are extensively worked on Baje des Chaleurs, With exception of wheat we can
produce cereals per acre equal to Ontario, and could compete in any market
accessable to us with the rest of the world,
The canal would shorten the distance and consequently decrease the prios
- of freight is certain. = With the cheuper freight through the canal we
could, even with the United States duties, follow a profitable business in the
small lumber that is now wasted in the manufacture of deals. Our forests of
cedar and hemlock are boundless, and shingles, boards and small lumbar would,
in the event of opening the canal, prove valuable exports, During the present
season it is only through the low freights that mill owners have been able to
prosecute the deal trade. At preront the trade of the horthern ports is largely

_with England in large vessels. The completion of the capal would largely
employ smaller vessels, for this reason owners of-large class tonnage maybe
either indiffercnt or opposed to the proposed camal, It will unqueation-
ably open up a new trade in the wood ; small vessels difficult to get for Canso
route to St,ates. N

CHATHAM. e

J. B. SNOWBALL, Merchant and Ship Owaer, Chutham :e—Ab preseot
pot prepared to say what interests would be benefitted from the constrnotion of
Bale Verte canal,

Eventually, to some, no doubt it would be a great benefit, A caoal of
- material reduotion in size, in depth and breadth, would avswer, not ouly for
~ preseat, but prospechve business, I decldedly recommend that the bottom be
nerrower in proportion of ten feet in sixty at water level), 8 few sidings
could be bmlb in canal if nececssary. ’

HON WILLIAM MUIRHEAD Senator, Merchant, Mlll and Ship
Owner :—Canal would facilitate inoreasc Qi trade between Chatham and other:
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pointe north. thh St. John and the Umtcd Stetes. It would bnng about a
- pew trade in small lumber now wasted for want of a market. .The voyage vid

Canso is too loog to be remuuerative to us; by canal, expense of insurance -

would be lessened, freight would be cheapened and time saved. Voyage
sround a_dapgerous coast would bo avolded and importers from the United
States and St. John would be saved dmappomtment.s they are now often sub-
jected to.

American vessels coming here, throu;,h canal could be obtained at lesa
freight rates to Great Bgltam than if they came round United States cosat ;
this would increase our iuiport aud export trade with United States one-half;
13 we have been promlsed the canal, we are cntitled to it, same as West is
entitled to similar improvements.

A canal of less dimensions than that pmposed mlg,,ht serve the general
trade that would offer, say 12 or 13 feet deep, and (60) sixty feet wide.

D. E. SMITH Editor of Chatham Advocate:—The proposed canal
could not fail to be of great local value, so far as the lrade of the-north shore
with the United States and St. John i3 concemed, as it would developo new

industries, and foster aud enlarge those already in existenco. Our fisheries, .

especially the business in ice and fresh fish, would be very materially benefitted ;
small lumber, the raw material for which is now burned at some expense to the
operators, would be extensively manufacturerl at the mills already in existence,
and portions of our forest, ulready culled for the larger lumber, would be
enhanced in value, as trecs, now useless, would be made available. We have
sandstone quarries, which produce a first class marketable artiole for bullqu,
which would be made available,

The route to St. John, béing shortened hy uearly 400 mllee, would attract
coasting steamers, and these with our comiug railway fucilities, would tend to
inorease existing undustries, and open new oues which can hardly be foreseen
. at present.

It seems that a canal somewhat smaller than the ouo generally oontemplated
would snit the trade of the Province, besides costmg much less, being sooner
built and more easily mamtmned -

HON. WILLIAM KLLLY M P.pP, Commissioner -of Pubho Works:
—Am of opinion that a moderato sized ocanal would be of great. advanwge in
fostering ar.d ivcreasing our trade in small lumber, fish, stooe, aod other mdus-
tries, now only partially developed. We are now kept cut of some pang mar-
kets for the above fact, that we are obliged to.go around the United States
 coast to reach them ; this would be available by tho canal, and the zooner we

get it the better, -
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M. SARGENT, Mill Owner; Chatham :— With Baie Verte Canal, falley
pine now useless, and unmerchantable forests of oedar, might be made avaih.
ble. Building stone anil grindstones, equal to any in the Dominion, might
and would be proﬁtably exported. Distance and risk decreased, oould not fail
to promote trade (if tolls not too high) with the canale. Qur hemlook lumber
would be made availahle—increased facilities would operate beneficially in soune
way in promoting our export of fish, The products of the soil must necesss-
rily be increased and benefited.

" GEORGE BENCHILL, Mill Owner, Chatbam, Northumberland :—
Thinks, by shortening water carriage, trade in small sawed lumber, shingles,
pine and spruce to Boston and West Indies would be promoted and benefiteds
The country is r.5idly growing “and the canal is one of the necessities of the
age ; our hemlock lumber, our fish and anytlung we have to sell, had we chea-
per water communication, would be produced in greater quantities and the canal
would posejbly open up other branches of Commerce. At present our
isolated position makes freight by water a material object against the general
business of shipping and other heavy freight business,

ST. JOHN.

AMMI ANDERSON of Sackville:—I am a Ship Buildor and owner;
I sail my ships to Britain, South America; and the West Indies, or wherever
T can get satisfactory freights; T have been at soa, and understand navigation,
and am acquainted with tho navigation of the Bay of Fundy and with that of
the Maritime vamccs )
I do not think there would bo any great tmde for the proposed canal, and
I very much doubt if such a sur as $8,000,000 should be spent on sucha -
work now ; I doubt that, altho’ dist ‘nce would be saved from the northera ports
of New Brunswick, Prince Fdwards’ Island, and the St. Lawrenoe to St. John,
-veseels would come ¢hrough it and whether return freights could be got in the
Bay of Fundy. Besides, the railway from Shediac does a large bmlness, und
~ takes freight very low from the St. Lawrence and Prince Edwards’ Island,
Sbﬁh and 8. W. winds prevail in the sutimer months in the Bay of Fundy,
and these winds, 48 a general rule, bring foga; these winds are fair up the Bay
of Fundv to the mouth of the proposed canal at Au Lao, and if the canal was
" made, some vessels might take advantage of it, bound to Britain, but those
winds would be foul for vessels going down the Bay, There are fow vessols
arrying deals to England, from St. John, less than 300 tons; such a vessel
loaded would draw 15 foet, but the great bulk of veasels are not less than from




. 4 to 500 tons, and these would draw from 15 to 16 feet; there are vessels from
900 to 1400 tons, and such vessels would draw from 20 to 23 feet, lorded with
deals. If there is to be only 15 feet on the mitre sill of the look, aad 16 feet
at the piera to be carried out at Baic Verte, it would not be eafe, in my opinion,
for vessels to enter or come near the piers so crected at greater depth of water
than 13 feet; I mcan where there is any swell in the Bay which is frequent in
tuch an open entrance; I consider the navigation of the Bay of Fuudy safe
as far up as Grindstono Island ; the auchorage above Grindstone Island to
Woody Point is good, but from this to Au Lao, a distance of about four miles,
there is no sate anchorege for vesscls aver 800 tons, and all small vossols would
require assistance from steamers to go to the canal, if anchorage becawe neces-
sary. I may here remark that, at low water, no vessel would attempt to go above
Woody Point with over 60 tons, at lowest water—a vessel of 100 tons could
uot go up tothe canal, far less any larger vessel.

would say that T bave known two well-built wharves here, around which the ice
bad formed, carried completely away; the ice went as asual, but the wharves
went with the ice. The wharves were made of wood but it wight be different
if they were built of stone.

+

JAMES GRIFFIN, of St John:—1I am in the fish business; we hive
vessels in the trade off the Bay of Fundy, bat I am not a seaman myself and
have no experience of the mavigation of the Bay, nor of the eastero coast of
Nova Scotia ; I bave been a good deal interested in reading as to the proposed
canal to conoect the Bay of Fundy with the Straits of Northumberland; my
view of the proposed canal is derived from my experienco as a merchant here
and at Eastjort. Some six years ago my firm sent three vessels to fish in the
Gulf vid the Gut of Canso; they could not get through, in consequence of ice,
till the 10th May; fish come on to the fishing grouads early, especially herring
those vessels,in consequence of the ice in the Gut, were too late and got nothmg
and had to return empty. There were other vessels, perhaps 50 or 100, situated
aswe were, My opinion is, that if a canal was coustructed, all vessels engaged
in the fishing business either from the Bay of Fundy or the United States
would go through it in the Spring; these vessels going so early, are intended
. salely for the herring ﬁshery and not for mackerel. In my opinioe, the same
cold that creates ice to block the Gut, as [ have described, would not block
. other places. - I am pot-a scaman myself, and have ncver been in commaud of
.2 vessel, and the evidence I now give is what I have heard from others. A great
. _many herring are caught round Newfoundland in winter, and the vessels for

v
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As regards ice formed during winter in the piers lexding to the mnal T

e




38 EVIDENCE GIVEN BEFORE *rn

this have to go outside during the wint.er, and if the oanal was emtin,,, non of
them would go round; thoy sail about the 25th December ; I think the canal,
if all salt water, would not freeze before that time; I am not aware that Baje
Verte is frozen over during winter, a8 I have never been there; neither am |
aware that the. canal would be frozen over at that period or all winter ; I am
only aware that, if it was open during winter, it would bo a great benefit. We
do not trade oursclves from St.John with the West Iudxes. but we have 4 house
in Boston to whom we send our fish, caught in the north, and who ship it tothe -
West, Indies; if the canal existed, this trade would be favored. In consequence
of the dangerous. character of the navigation outsids or east of Nova Sootis,
this trade would be greatly promoted by the canal. ' I do not know myself what
the rate of insurance is in the Bay of Fuudy, nor by the route east of Noma
Scotia; I know, however, it is considerably higher by the route outside—it s
1 per cent. by the Bay of Fundy; I am not aware, I am surprised to hear
that the rate of insurance should be less from Halifax to Great Britain and to
the continent, than it is from the Bay of Fundy; I have no knowledge of the
South American or Great Britain trades; am not aéqqainted with the ﬁaviga; -
tion of the Bay of Fundy, and cannot give any information thereon. . I think
that, if the canal was built, tho Amierioan fishermen would go through it. 'The
fish exported from Nova Scotia to the West India [slands is caught about Now-
foundland, and I think, if the canal was built, the peopls of St. John would go
into the business; the vessels that we employ are generally American bottomed,
but sometimes we charter Canadian. ~ There never has been an attempt made
to cure and dry ¢odfish in St. John, but this is wade at Gasport, 60 miles dis-
taot, and I know of about 20 vessels there eugaged in the business successfully
and that without the canal. The best baiting ground for Amerioan vessels, for
codfish, is Grand Mapau, St. Andrew’s Bay. The difference in the distance

between Anticosti and Boston, in favor of the canal, is 95 miles; the difference

of the distaucs between Anticosti and St. John in favor of the canal, is 269

wiles; the difference between the distance going from Boston to the baiting .
grounds at Grand Manan, thence to Anticosti, would be 200 miles in favor of

the caval. The rate of insurance from the Bay of Fundy to Britain, is 1} per

cent. in Juve, July and August. The rates of insurance from ports ecast of

Cape Tormentine, for the same period, is 1§ per sent. I have no personal

knowledge of the rates of insurance,—those given by me above are taken from

"~ figures furmshed by Mr. Marshall, in a paper which is now before me. The

- rutes of insurance from the Bay of Fundy ports in October, is 2 per ocnt.;

) south of Cape Tormentine, it is 3 percent. From Buy of Fundy in November,

is 3 per cent., and south of Cape ‘Cormentine, is 4 per cent. from st to 10th;
~und b per cent, from 10th to 20th, and 6 per cent. from 20th to 30th, From

.
.




BAIE VERTE OANAL oomssxomns. . 39

. these statements, I presume that the inducement would be for the Amerioans to

'Johu or Halifax to Grea,t Britain, is the same, ——

JAMES BARBER Surveyor of Shipping and Register, Clerk for the
Port of St. Joho, in H. M. Customs : —St. Joha is the distributing point for a

from Nova Sootia in 1874, to British and 'Foroign West India Islands, was
$2,202,¢31. From New Brunswick to the same points, ia 8325, as shewn by
Trade and Navngation Returns of 1874,

- Handed in papers marked ““ A” and “B."
A
1878. .

NUMBER of Arrivals and Departures from and to 8ca at all the Bay of Fundy
~ Ports, from Yarmouth, N.8,, to 8t. Croix, N. B., inclusive, for the year 1878:—

No. of vessels ......... .. eeeaeees . . 8,254
Amount of their lonnage.i.........oevuns. 1,517,251
Number whioh met with casualties.......... 8
Amount of "their tonnage........ .. oieeees . 9,859
Percentage of casualties on number of vessels. 83or § of1p.c. -
Percentage of casualties on tonnage,......... 62 or8-5 of1p.c.

Of the 28 vessels that met with casualties, only 18 were total losses; and of
the sixzicen total losses only 11 were lost at the period of the yesr when the Baie
Verte Canal would be open, say from the 1st of April to tho 1st December —8
months. - Of theabove 11 totally lost during the season of the year when the
canal would be open, only four were lost from fog, viz:— -

“H, V. Crandall,” .......... 154 tons
“Merriam,” .. i iiriiieenns 250 ¢
“Rolling Wave”...... vees 800 :
. “Will ! the Wisp,"........ 28 ¢ -
o : : ¢~ - 510 tons -

out of 1 517 251, or about 8- 100 of 1 per cent.
It should be added that while the casualties refer to all vessels in the Bay,

the doasters are not mcluded in the number and tonnage of vessels gWen above.

rivals at 8t. John alone, in 1878, were, from Bay Ports, 739 vessels. with a tonnage
of 62,659 tons; consequeutly, the percentage of casualtics would be cqqsidenbly

Jess than stated, if the coasters were added.

use the oanal. - The rate of insuraace for June, July and August from St’

large.portion of the Bmy, for all kindsof goods. The value of export of fish -

I have not full returns as to the number and tonnage of coasters. The-ar-
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B’
N - 1874. Y

NUMBER of Arrivals and Departures to and from Sea at all the Bay of Fundy
Ports, from Yarmouth, N. 8. to 8t. Croix, N. B., for the year 1874 :—

Number of vessels ........... Ceeiriaeaaes ven 7,205
Amount of tONDAZE. . .. veiiiiir siverninanans 1,631,688
Number which met with casualties ......... . 25
Amount of their tonnage ...........coieen..n. 6,374
Percenitage of casualties on number of vessels.. 34 or § of 1 p. c.
Percentage of ¢c#ualties on tonnage .. ...... 89 or2.50f1 p. c.

Of the 25 casualties, the total loss was 11; of the 11 total losses, there viere
loat between the 1st of April and firet Decomber only 8; amount of tennage of
theso three, 245. Of these three, none were lost through fog. The only casualties
from fog Werd two:—

“Royal Harrle”........%...... . 483 tons.
“Cornella™. .o, ooy coivhen o . 1423 0@
625

The arrivals of coasters at the Port of 8t. Johu, M, B., for the year 1874,
were 738G vessels, with a tonnage of 84,108; they are not mcluded in the above
7,295, whilst the casualtivs happenivg to them are included in the 25 above.
mentioned, L .

. Between 1st April amd 1st December, the total losses were only three vessels
of 245 tons; and while the total of disasters in the bay, from all causes, is given -
~ thetotal tonnago is not given, as thie coasters are not included.

E. N, SHARP, 8t. Johu:—I am Secretary of the Parrsboro’ Railway -
Co., and Mining Broker. The Spring Hill Mining Co, have deferred making
any preparation for shipping coal at the head of the Bay of Fundy, in antici. .
pation of the construotion of the Baie Verto canal, with a view to making their
shipplug place at or near the mouth of the canal, expecting to shlp through the
canal to the St. Lawrence and Prince Edward Island; a vessel coming down -
the Gulf, through the canal, could get u return éargo of coal from the Joggins;
freestone, gypsum, from Windsor, Amherst Poiat and Hlllsborough To a few
years, sall will be produced at Sprioghill, which would be. taken through the
canal, 1n addition to coal from the Spriughill mines,

The construction of the canal would increase the trade by vessels 1 the
Bay of Fundy, where they would obtain return cargoes to the Gulf and:River _
St. Lawrence. For the geueral looal distribution of coal, vessels draw-
ing 11 feet are considered by thise engaged in the trade as best adspted. Buch
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vessels, during the winter season, when there is most coal trade, could be em-
ployed in oarrying.coal to the West Indies. For this trade the canal is not

direotly neceasary., The bulk of the trade with the West Indies is in small
veagels. 1 think if the oanal were opened, it would induce the people of St. John -

to eogage v the fisheries, but I do not koow much about it. The Gloucester
people sometimes oome up to Grand Manan for bait, and might then go on
through the canal; but, at present, thoy obtain most of their bait a¢ Margants,
Bay; salt and other supplies at Halifux, and men and ice, and sometimes sale
and other things in the Gut of Canso; St.John fishermen, if they wanted bait,
could get it north cast of Point Lepreau.

DICKSON OULTON :—I bave been engaged in sailing to the head of
the Bay, The ice in Cumberland Bay leaves before that of Windsor. I do not
consider that the piers proposed by Mr. Page in his plan, at Au Lae, would

 interfere in. the Spring with the navigation, and the ice would leave there as

-

poon 88 from the river. - No pilots would be required in-the canal, and even
with a strange captain; no pilot would be required between St. John and the
mouth of the canal; any vessel could go up from Woody Point to the mouth
of the canal, even at lowest water of from 2 to 400 tons; there is fine anchorage
above Woody Point to the canal, and no danger whatever, even in a fog.

Although the rise and full of the tideis 48 feet, there would be no diffioulty
in a vessel getting in or out of the canal at any stage of thetide; T have charge
of a tug boat in the harbor; I am a seaman, and have been at sea ton years;
I have nover been onpmu of a ship, but I have been mate; I had charge of a
steawer for ir. Luot, in the basin of \hna.s I ran from $t. John to Sackville
four seasons. :

ALEXANDER WRIGHT, of Moncton : —I am'a Ship Builder and Gen-

eral Meorohant; I am in favor of the proposed "canal, provided it can be con-
structed at a reasonable cost; 1 would be in favor of 1ts construction even at
8,000,000, For the trade with the West Indies, South ‘America, and Great
Britain, either from the St. Lawrence or Bay of Fundy, I acknowledge that the
oanal i#'not neoessary ; I think that the importance of the canal depends mainly
:whether the trade from the Upper Lakes and down the 8t. Lawrence to St.
John oan be made by vessels passiog through the canal without breaking bulk;

Tam well acquamwd with tho navigation of the Bay of Fundv have had ships
miling on it for 40 years; I never madea claim for i insuranco; I am scquaioted
with the navngat.lon from Woody Pointto Au Lso, a distance of about 4 miles;
at lowest water & vessel could not go up from that Point to the entrance to the

canal; to go up at that time would be an impossxblhty

TR P el
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’I'he Baie Verte is an open roxdstoad and oocasionally there is a 808 in it,"
espeomlly when the wind is north east; if there was a considerable sea on and
only 16 foet at the entrance piers, I think it would not be safs for a vessel to

approach drawing more than 14 feet, and some might say 13 ; such vessels

would have to anchor outside, until the sea went down, before attempting to
enter, \ ‘

T agree with the following, taken from Mr. Page’s report of 1878, page 9,
viz.: “The channel through that part of the Bay of Fundy, known as Cum-
« berland Basin, is dosoribed as beidg about 1} miles wide, with a depth vary-
« ing from 30 to 14 feet at low water up to Barne's reef, or to half-a-mile below
“ the upper end of Woody Point, through the reef; Mr, Baillargé, in August last,
“ found a chennol 900 feet wide, and of sufficient depth at low water to admit of
 a vessel drawing 15 feet to pass.  From Barnes’ Reef to the ‘moath of the
* Au Lso river, a distance of about three miles, the ohannel has a depthof
“ from 30 to 15 foet, and the course is north easterly, thence upwards to the
“ river Laplanche, a course 8. E. by 3 E. The distance is nearly 3} wiles, *
“ and the depth diminishes almost to uothing at extreme low water, which is
“ sbout 2} feet lower than ordinary low water.” ~The depth of water shewn by
the map up to the north of the Au Lao, at low water, is, 15 fest; the aise of
vessels that navigate the caval mlghtbe 320 tons, which, when loaded, would
> draw 14 feet, I have built such vossels myself’; the cost of transport very much
depends upon the size of the vessel ; a large ship can carry cheaper than a small
one; of late years, the tendenoy has becn that steamers are superceding sailing
craft, whioh, I think, will dortinus, The canal would be used mainly by steam-
ers and a small olass of sailing vessels, Fora trade between the Bay of Fundy
ports and the Lakes of Canada, it is not necossary to have the Baie Verte cansl
of a greater dopth than the other canals of Canada.

The exports through the canal would consist of thoe natural producta of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, say: coal and Albertite rock and ground
gypsum, grindstones, building stones, soythe stones, flagging, shad, eto. An
opportunity would then be glven to the Gulf fishermen sending their fish to the
" 8t. John market, '

In looking at this subject of the canal, I do not think it aught to be
looked upon in any narrow point of view, but in the general interests of the

Dominion. The construction of the Intercolonial Railway, which will soon be
“in operation, and the Railway from Shediac, will offer aivantages for a much
* more rapid transit than has ever before existed, and afford greater convenience

for distribution of smallor quantities and more frequently, and it is a ques-

tion with me how far the reilway and the canal should enter into competition .

with each other, If St. John were to engage in the fisheries, it would inerease

her business with the West Indies.
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From Antioosti to Bt. John by the canal would be a saving of 267 miles
over tho route by Oanso. From 8t. Georges Bay, Newfoundland, 236 miles,
from Fortune Bay 160.  These aro all important fibhing points. ‘

JAMES A, HUGHES, Ship Captain, of Digby :—I have some know-
ledge of the navigation of the Baie Verte and Bay of Fundy, but wish to
confine my remarks in regard to that of our own locality, The' imports cf
flour and meal into Digby, Bear River, Weymouth, S8andy (ove, Loog Island,
Briar Isleod and Clave, are: of meal 14,200 brls, and flour 36,000 brls,
There are about 500 chaldrons coal brought into Dighy and about 500 into the
other ports mentioned. The exports from the points above mentiosed are of
fish and smoked herring 25,000 boxes—of the flour one-third is imported from
the United States and the bulk of the'meal. ‘T'wo-thirds of the flour is re-

Fundy as good as that outside. With vessels in foreign ports askiug for
freights, objection is always made to the fog, high tides and currents in the
" Bay of Fundy. I have been up in tha upper psrt of the Bay of Fundy,
~ towards Au Lac, the cotrance to the proposed canal; I have knowledge of its
navigation, of its shifting sand and mud bars, and thiok the navigation very
intricate, rendered more so by the very high rise of tides, especially at high
“tides. - 1 have thought a good deal ahout tho proposed canal, and think there
“would be great difficulty, occasionally, in getting vessels out.  The fall of the
water is so sudden, about ten feet in the first hour, that it gives you very little
time to work in. When 15 or 20 vessels might be in the canal and wanted
to get out, it would be difficult to get them down to a place of safuty before the
tide left thom, The ssme difficulties would ariso in regard to vessels going

W. wind comiog in with the tide, that makes an ugly sea which makes it
difficult to navigate it, and I have frequontly been obliged to rum back and
come to an anchor, waitiog for moderate weather, I have carried a good deal
of ‘stone and coal, for oil, to the United States, and found the navigation very
difficult. I have besn in the Baie Verte snd all along that cvast. It is
an open ‘roadstead, where there is good anchorage, but expased. In answer
to your question, I would say'-’\hat if the canal piers are sunk in 16 feet, it
would izot be safe, with a heaving sea running, to go io with s veseel drawing
16 foet. It iz A rule with us, to allow one-third for the hollow of the ses.
~ Ihave been in a vessel crossing Wilmington Bar from the West Indies with

salt, there was at that time 16 feet of water op the bar st high water. We wero
drawing 11}-feet;-wind-was strong to the southward and the pilot objected to

ceived from St. Johu, N. B. I do not consider the navigation of the Bay of -

in. In the afternoon, if the flood tide is at that time. there is sn indraft of 8. '
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taking we in. - I remonstrated and the Pilot yielded, but we struck three times

going over the bar, thus proving what I say as to the necessity of allowmgt

gpace for the hollow of the wave. If [ were 1oadmo io the Gulf ports for the

* West Indies, I would not use the canal if it were made, becauso we. have the
Gut of Caneo and also the Gulf to get out, which is much prefernble. We
find a market for our fish in the West Iudies and the United States.

T would prefer going from Cape Tormentive to Britain rather than from
the uppér part of the Bay of Fundy, and don’t know. but think Insurance
would be lower as the navigation is safer respecting fogs and txdes, and the
voyage is shorter.

“The fall of 10 feet in the first hour I speak of is, from my own observatien,
in the summer months—it was ic full tides when I was thero. - T differ

from the opinion expreased by Mr. Keefer in his report on the Baie Verte .

Caoal, page 14, now shown to me:

“Qn the direct course, up the Bay to Cumberland Basin and in the
“ bagia iteelf, there is no bore, the water being too deep, and the course too
“ direct to admit of such a phenomena, Iaving nbserved the operation
“ of the tides, both at Laplanche and at Au Lac, I was surprised to see with
¢ what regularity it was done. The surface of the great basin rises and falls
 almost 1mpe1ceptlbly, all the while preserving, in the absence of any wind,
* the placid appearance of a Jake,”

If there were tolls charged on the canal, I do not thmk Amerioan fishing
vossels would go through it. All American vessels, and other forengu ones,
going up the Bay, generally take pilots. They sometimes come into our port
for them, on account oft the tides. -Have been up tho Pehtcodlao River a
great many times ; to Cumberland Basin twice.

Q. A VFITS of Digby: --I am interested in ﬁshmg vessels; am not a

seaman, Our market for fish is the Umted States, as it is a better market for .

us than any other;.and for this trade the canal is not required, "I am not ac-
quainted with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy ; have not been at its head,
and cannot say snything about it.

EDMUND BURNHAM, General Merchant, Digby :—Qur export trade
. i8 with the United States and West Indies, and the canal would be of no bene-
" fit to this trade. ' T would anticipate that it would, to some extent, diminish
- the cost of freight on flour from the Upper Provinoes to our ports and to St.
John, and to that extent the trade would. be bewefitted. ‘I ‘conour in the

statement of imports and exports of Digby, made by Capt. Hughes. . It is my.

e
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ing 8o muoh money oo this work, as the beneﬁts would bs local and linited.

tine ¢ Alice,” of St. John. I war brought up at Windy Point, and am well
acquainted with that portion of the Bay of Fundy. I have looked upon the
plan of the canal by Mr. Page, and do not agree that the piers are i the pro-
per position, and believe there would bé great diffioulty from ice flowing over
them in the spring, and they should be placed more on the southers bank of
the Au Lac. As at present proposed, a vessel would have great difioulty in

in without a steamer. In passing over a claunel of 16 feot, where thero is a
sea of 4 feet running, you could not pass that channel with a ship of over 12
 feet draught, not with safety. There is no bore at Au Lao, I agrec with the
deseription given by Mr. Keefer in his Report, at page 14, already quoted.
A vessel could be taken up by myself, or any good pilot, to Au Lae, drawing
15 feet. In Sackville River, at low water, there is plenty of room to a 1chnr and
swiog, also at Botsford's Creek. I thiok it desirable to build the wsnal. It

.. would shorten the distance for our small-sized vessols to and from Karope; it -

would give our fizhermen, from the ports in the Gulf or Labrador, mich easier

people could go through the canal to the ﬁshmg grounds.

AMOS B. BARNES, St. John :—I liave followed the sea, anc am thor-
" oughly acquainted with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy, more jarticularly
from tho head of it. I was born at Sackville. Referring to page 9 of Mr.
Page’s Report of 1874, already quoted—to my knowledge the statement is
correct. A vessel oan anchor any place between Rockport and Brrnes' Reef.
Butween the Reef and Au Lao, there is one anchorage opposite Rotsford's

Marsh. A vessel can lay perfectly safe at the mouth of Sackville Kiver. Re-
{erring to page 14 of Mr. Keofer's Report, already quoted, I find the state-
ment therein made correct. I do not consider there would be any difficulty iu

leave Sackyille from between the 20th m:d the end of March avery year. 1
believe the proposed entrance to the canal to be very much expased; it should
bo located at the mouth of No. 1 River; the water is deoper at, this point than
at the other. The vessels I refer to above, would be of from %00 to 300 tons,
drawing vp to 15 feet. :

Ampressxon that tbc Dominion Government would hardly be wamnted in spend- |

JAMLS p. MILLhR Captaiv, St. John:—I am master of tho Brigan-

getting inside the piers in light winds. It would be almost impossiblo to get -

access to yorte in the United States or Bay of Fundy. Our Bay of Fundy -

entering or gettmg oat of the_canal on_account of the tides. A vessel can
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+ JOHN BOYD, Esq., St. John:—For all the information I cau give on
the Baie Verta canal queation, I would rofer to tho report prepared by me and
presented to the Caval Commission at Ottawa, in 1871, T havo not siuce ob-
tained any new information, and cannot present the question better than in that
article. .

J. G. TOMPKIN, Esq,St John :—The Bay of Fundy plaster is anpenor
both for land and calcining ; about 780,000 (about 130,000 tons) of rock, and
45,000 barrols of calsined are sent from the Bay of Funday to the United States.

It is manufactured chictly upon the seaboard of United States and shipped
to all parts of the Counties; largely to the Wesb-—chxeﬂy from New York and
Philadelphia.

If the propused caoal was built, the plaster could be delivered at the
Nova Scotia sea ports, of St. Lawrence ard Lakes, cheaper than vid New York,
and a trade of 200,000 barrels per year would not be an extravagant estimate,
if mills were encouraged, and it could be sent as back freight.

I have shipped about 5,000 barrels to Montreal and Toronto this year;
first shipment was made at the opening of the nnvngatlon, per Gulf ports Steam-
ship Company.

T cannot say if the canal, when built, would enable ua to send plaster to
Montreal and other Western cities at lower rates, this would depend upon rate
of tolls, It costs about 10 cts. per barrel from . Hillsboro’ to Shediac, with
storage at Moncton extra. I have shipped direot by water to Montreal at 4f
cts., but this is a chance freight, and very low; 60 ote. per barrel vid Moncton
and Pointe du Ghéne to Montreal. . -

 The distance to Montreal from -Hillsboro', vid Gut of Causo, is 1,250
miles; by the proposed canal 780 milea,

Plaster is an articlo of unquestioned aud economic value, unlimited in
supply #nd oot costly in wauufactare, {3 value is uot popularly known and..
itis retailed at large profit. The industry increased from about 80,000 tons
shipped ‘o the United States from the Bay of Fuudy, in 1867, to about 148,000
in 1870. The decline the last year, 1874, can readnly be traced to the dull
times,

One ton of rock is worth one dollar f.0.b. in Wlndsor, it will make six
brls. of caleined plaster, worth $1.00 per brl., our selling price.

If what is sent in rock was mznufsctured in Windsor and Hillsboro',

it would give employment dir=ct to 1,000 workmen. My cstimates in lotter to - -

Minirter of Finance will stand mvcsug.mon I am confident they are largely
_under, : ,
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‘The Plaster is used for oasuug, both artistio and otherwise. One house
in Phxladelphm sold 10,000 brls. last year for dentisiry alone. Ooce building
in Montreal is using 6,000 brls. (that is what they asked propositions for) for
fire proof walls. ~ Itis one of the best non-conductors. Common lime walls are
. good conductors of heat ; its value for the soil, in agriculture, is too well estab-
lished to be mentioned to intelligent people.  Ith value for other cconomic
purposes is not so well understood, I truly beliove the gypsum deposits of

plement of the grazing grain flelds of the West, and the national oommodlty
exchangeable for Western productions,

ROBERT MARSHALL, Marine and Firo Insurance Agont:—Was
brought up in the firm of Johnson and Mackio, Miramichi, but have not
been engaged in general merchandize on my own account; I have given
a good deal of consideration to the proposed caual, and am of opinion
- that it would largely bonefit the intorests of the Maritime Provinces, and
tend to increase the trado of the Dominion. It would give 10 Canada &
larger sharo than she now possesses of tho great wealth in the fisheries,

the Glouster and Cape Ann fishermen, bit found, from the shortness of
the senson, and the necessity of wintering their vessels unemployed-——thnt‘
~ they could not compete, and gave it up. My opinion is, that -in comse-
quence of not being able t» bring the'r vessels through the canal, to
ensure employment in winter, was partl7 the cause of- their non-success.

I bolieve that the greator bumber of ths American fishermen would use
the canal if built, both in going to and coming from the fishing grounds.

Lam aware that fish crught are frequently transported over the railway

town and othér placss, My belief i is, that if the canal was built, a route

think the canal would bo used even with a moderate toll, and that it should
be built even at a cost of eight million dollars. My conviction is, that the

cost, or be a commercial success, but the indirect sdvantages would be so

"

the Lower Provinces to bo oue of their most valuable possessions, the com-.
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which are now monopolized largely by the United States ; to effeot this
change, tho canal is indispensable. Soine 20 years ago, capitalists in o
Miramichi, made an effort to engage in this trado, in competition with

from Shédiac to Boston, and also by :ine of steamers from Charlotte-

would be openod up less dangorous than the outside route, and shorter. ‘I

business on the canal would not, for many years, pay the interest on the -

great as, in my opinion, to warrant the expenditure. The trade with .
Great Britain is wiolly indepondent of the canal, and vessels sailing
from St. John to Great Britain would not go by the canal; neither would .
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they from the ports of northern Now Brunswick on the gulf. Tho trade
between St. John and the United States would not require the con.
struction of the canal; neither would the trade with the West Indies
or South America require the canal, as far as at presont developed.

The opening of tho canal would warrant Canadian capitalists to
build fishing vessels in large numbers, and thoso vessels could be profi
tably employed in winter consting.. Tho construction of the Railway

from St. John to. Shédiac has besn of the highest iaportance in developing

" tho trade with northern New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island,

-

both in jmports from and exports to theso places. The trade with
Canada would be increased by tho canal. I am not aware of tho rates
of freight from Montrenl to Shédiac, nor from Montreal to St. John,
neither could I say what would be the rate on flour from Baie Verto
through the canal to 8t. John ; but in my opinion, if the canal was con-
structed, lines of steamers would sail from Montreal and Quebec ‘and
intermediate ports, vid the canal to St. John, and T should think 30c. per
barre! on flour would boen remunerative rate to thom, These steamers
would thus make St. John the wintor port and trade with the West
Indjes and Brazil. Iam acquainted with thoe build and character of the
ships trading between the upper lakes and Montreal, but they are not
strong enough for theso trades; 1 do not mean that those lake vessels
could engage in this trade, but that other vessels adapted to tho trade
would be employed. I ropresent here, Mr. Brunsbuck and Lloyds Associa-
tion of Marine, and do a comparatively largc businesg for it and other
Companies, sinco 1866,

I do not consider, from my oxperience, thnt the rato of insuranco for
ships coming in or going out of the Bay of Fundy is any grm\ter than
the rates to Halifax and other ports.

The average rate for marine insurance will compare a8 follows . —

Froy St. Joho, Now Bruuswick and the porte i the Bay of Fundy to United

ngdOm or Continent:—
Huti. Camrgo or Famonr

Leavmg in the Month of Jannnrv creerieenens 4 p.e.. 3fp.oo

February ........... 3 «. . 3 ¢

“ “ March ....ocoviiive 30 2% ¢

“ u April ., e 230 2 o«

“ : “ May i, -2 ¢ 13«

o« “ 'June, July & Aug. 13‘; “« li “
L L u September ....... .. “ 0 T
“ U 1:17,).7 NN, 25 “ 9

w o “ November......c.ooe 3 % - 2%

“ “ December ...v0uviee 33 ¥ 3

216 2.76
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Frox Hafifux or anmou!h to Uniied Kingdom' or Continent 1—

LA

Leanng in the Month of January .......... « 3%po
February ........... 3 «
o u March .......vuuieee. '; S
u« “ April ... e 24 M
“ “ May .iviiiienna, 13
“ o Jnne July & Aug 13 ¢
“ “y %ptember...... we 2@
al “ October..... ....... 2} ¢
L “ November ....... oo Q2 u
u u December . ..... e 3w

2.60

Froy Ports in the Straits of Northumberla
Uunited Kingdom or Continept :—

Leavmg in the Month of May...ovtuueees

11

June, July & Aug
September ..... ches
October ............

Nov. 1st to 10th..,
Nov. 10th to 20th.
Nov. 20th to 30th,

Hutr.
2 p.o.
1 {4
. 2 (14
. 3 “
4 13
5 €«
6 o
330

Cirao o Wamramy,
: p. o

2D 0D 1O oot i b 1D GO QO

| e

o
3

M T S

{3
14
[{}
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nd, south of Cape Tormentine to

Carco on Faxiont,

1
1
1

2
8
4
]

2.03

€«
{1
«
"
"
[}

Froy Ports in New Brunswick, north of Czqe ’I‘onmenhne, to Umted King-

dom or Continent :—

Leavmg in the Month of Mu e

Frox Ports'in the River St. Lawrence to United ngdom or Continent :—

Leavmg in tf. Month of MAY cveveseirinerions

Huw,

2 p.oe
June, July & Au 13 @
September 2
October..iviiivi 8 ¢
Nov. 1st to 5th. .. 4 @

Nov. bth to 15th', 5

June, July or Aug.
\eptember ........

QOctober 1st to l"ith

Qct. 16th to 31st..

. Nov. st to 60b....
Nov. 6th to 10th...
Nov. 10ih to 15th.

——

2.96

o

Huit.

i

£ 0 Do

b
6 .
7

Ouwo on Fanienr.

l
1
2
3

4

946

p: o.

{3

Carco or Fraenr,

113

Qo2
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THOMAS ALCOCK, Agent Grand Trunk Railway, St. John :—The
quantity of flour carried ovor to Portland by Grand Trunk Railway for
St. John and other parts of Now Brunswick, and some of the ports on

- the Bay.of Fundy, is 200,000 barrels; this i independent of what is
carried from Portland to Halifax; the through rate of freight from
Montreal to St. John, vid Portland, is 40c. por barrel, 20c. for railroad,
and 20c. per steamer ; the price increases in the fall and winter to 60c.
per barrel; I am not certain of the rate by railrond from Montreal to
St. John vid Shédiac, but I understand thoy have been as low as 30c. per
barrel ; besides flour, various other articles come over from Montreal vid
Portland, equal to 3,000 tons ; & great proportion of our cars go back
from Portlund empty in winter, they get return freight in West Indis,
and general steamship freight. o ' |

Tt i8 quite evident to every one from the position of St. John and of
the northern ports of New Brunswick, that the trade with Great
Britain and the West Indies is nearer going out of the Bay of Fundy
than it could by way of the proposed canal ; such a canal is not necessary
for such trade.

~ CAPTAIN ALLAN McLEAN:—I am Shipping Master and Super-
intendant of Mercantile Marine Department of Board of Trade, in
England—I am a seaman by profession, and have beon nt sen from the
age of 15 to 60 ; I am well acquainted with the navigation from this
poit, in and out of the Bay of Fundy, also with the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
but not with that of the Bay from Apple River up the Bay where it is
proposed the canal would onter ; fogs are the only drawback which we
have all along the coast and on that of Nova Scotia; strangers would
require pilots above Apple River ; wo emplo.) them here.
; The proposed canal would, of course, be closed all winter, but I think
~ the American fishing vessels would use it; I counld not say, having no
data, whethor tho amount to be raised from this source would be sufficient
to pay interest on outlay. :
' It seoms to mo tolls on tho canal would bo paid afd other charge
including pilots and townge. in preference to transhipment at Shediac.
- 'The trade with Great Britain, South America, and tho West Indies,
" does not require this canal, and the trade of such a canal.would have to
depend for its support on the fisheries and the consting trade botween the
St. Lawrence, the 3ulf, and the Bay of Fundy.
I think it would bo of great advantage to all the south and north
shore of New Brunswick, and the north shore of Nova Scotia, in the Bay
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of Fundy, down as far ds Yarmouth, becanse the distance from any of
the Gulf Ports down to Yarmouth is 50 much shorter than the Gut; '
but cannot say whether thé cost is oxcessive or not; after a fow years,
1 think the advantages of the canal \\ould warrant tho expendituro of
~ $8,000,000; I am not acquainted with the anchomge above Grindstone
Island ; for strangers, pilots would be required,

ey

CAPTA[\T WILLL\M PORT}‘;{ :—Have sailed for thnt) years;
given a goneral consideration to the subject of the proposed canal.

It is not requirod for the trade with Great Biitain, West Indies, nor
South Amema, nor United States. If constructed, the two shores of the
Bay of Fuandy would probably bonefit by it. _

I am aware that the freight, say for flour, both by Grand Trunk
Railway to Portland, and thence hore by water, and Montreal to Shediac
by steamers, and thence by railvoad to St. John is ver y low; by the latter
route, flour is a return cargo by steamors which have taken up coal from
_Pictousto Montreal; I cannot say tho rate at which through steamers
would carry aftor paymg tolls, pilotage, towage and other charges; but
I doubt the wisdom of spending $8,000,000 on such a work ; in fact, I do
not doubt, but T am sure, that to expend such a sum would be ill-advised
o the part of the Government. The matter would be entirely different
if we had reciprocity with the United States.

The south-west wind prevails in the Bay of Fundy in summer, and
it would be a foul wind to the entrance of tho- canal at Baie Verto, while
it would carry a vessel thlough tho Canso clear of land ; it must also be
borne in mind that the south-west wind is a foul wind passing down the
Bay of Fundy, and this, too, in dense fogs and strong tides. :
~ The rate of insurance is, I think, higher on the Bay of Fundy, say
from Liverpool to St. John, than it iz from Liver pool to Halifnx.

......

JOSEPH WHITEHEAD HALL:—Have been a Merchant and Shnp
Owner in this City for several years; am now retired from business,
Havo read the reports of Surveyors and Engineers on the proposed
- canal. T have been engaged in a good deal of rock oxeavation in - this .
City, and my opinidn is that the highest Engincering cstimate for: that
class of work in the proposed canal is very high and that the work could
be done for less. 1 do it for less; I have nevor been over the route; [
think it would be prudent on tho part of the Government to. construct
- the canal oven at the ostimated cost of 98, 0000 000, ; ;
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~ Before roplying to the questioh would say—that 1 am intorested
locally i this City. T have beon 44 or 45 years going through theso

Provinces ; I know tho business of Halifax, and considering the business .

that would come hers from Ontario and Quebee, vid St. Lawrence, if the
canal was built, I am satisfied that it would prove of general advantage
to St, Jdlm and its surroundings. The fishing trado of St. John is now
limited ; if 8 canal was built, in a fow ycars our fishing trade would be
cqual to that of United States and of Halifax in particular.

I am of opinion that the fishing trade carried on by New Bruns..

wick and Nova Scotia in the Gulf. is greater than that of the United

States in some waters. I have o personal expenence in the fiching

business and the opinion’l have formed -is from reading the Telegraph
newspaper publishied here. I am of opinion that the navigation of the Bay

of Fundy is not very safe, on account of fog. I have been up the Bay

but cannot give my opinion regarding its navigation. The canal would
not be required for the general trade of St John wngp_.(heat Britain, the
West Indies, the United States, or South Amorica. Outside of these
countries I must confess that the trado through the canal would be very
‘small. I am of opinion that the freight from Montreal to St. John
through the canal would be less than the present to Shediac, and from
thence by rail hexe and thnt vessels would go back through the canal to

Pictou to take a return cargo of coal.

OAPTAIN MICHAEL THOMPSON :—Havo beon at sea for about
- 25 years ; am well acquainted with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy
~ and of tho Maritime Provinces, also of the West Indies, &e.,-&e.,- &o.
The size of the proposed canal and its depth of water would not b suffi
cient to admit of the passage through of our large ships. The trade

from 8t. John to Great Britain, South America, and West Indies would .

not use the canal,

The prevailing winds in the Bay of Fundy are south and south‘west
these winds while they would be fair to vessels entering the canal at Au
‘Lac, would be adverse to those leaving it. Insurance rates in summer are
the same in the Bay of Fundy as on the coast; I never could see the

vory great danger of the navigation of the Bay of Fundy. This applies ﬁ

to the navigation from St John outwards. I have never navigated the
Bay of Fundy above St. John; I believe that all our fishing vessols s

also the American would use the canal, inasmuch as it Would eﬂ'ect 8
savmg of ten days on the round trip,

L
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CAPTAINJ OQEPII RI'I‘CHARD :—THave beon at kea for thirty-five
© years; am now engaged in hardware business; although well acquainted -
with the navigation, my experienco has been in lar ge ships trading from
our freight ports, but ~ot with coasting trade. If I was inashipin the Gulf -
-8t. Lawrence, bound for tho West Indies or South Ameriea, I cor tainly
would not use tho canal, howover large it might be. The great object of
a seaman is safoty, and to securo thig, ample sca room is slways looked
for. To go through the canal would be going through a narrow passage,
To beat down the Bay with a south- west wind and & fog, would bo difit-
cult; a vessel would have to be towed down under these cnrcumstances, .
I do not know what trade would go through the canal, excepting that
from the Gulf ports. Considoring the limited timo of navigation, each
tide, it is doubtful if the interest of such a heavy expendituro as $8,000,-

- 000 could be obtained. Tho fulls of St. John give a very ;,ood idea of
how the canal could b«, used between tides,

WILLIAM S{MPSON :—Havo been in the consting business for the
last 30 years; am well acquainted with the navigation of the Bay of .
Fundy, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence; vossels bound for Great Britain
from the Bay of Fundy or to the United States, West Indies or South
America, would not use the proposed canal. The trade from the north
west ports of New Brunswick to Great Britain would not use it neither ;
the fishing vessels from the United States might use the canal if they
wete allowed through it free of tolls; fishing vessols at the end of the.
season would- pass through the Gut of Canso, this being a shorter and
" easior route than beating up the strajts to make the entrance of canal at
Baie Verte. :
Insmance is not hl!,hel in the Bay of Flmdy in summoer than out-
side ; pllots_me, however, required, and strangers Wouvld require pilots
he whole distance from Au-Lac cutwards down the Buy_of' Fuandy. -
"The tendency of late years has been .to inué:m, size and tonnnge of
vossels; also that steamers are fast superacdmg sailing vessels. If-the
canal was bmlt I think a line of steamers would bo estubhshod between
Prince Edwavd Island and the Umted btatcs

CAPTAIN AUGUSTUS QUICK fonnolly Shlp Master ——-I would
~ not m;self take a vessel coming down the Gulf St. Lawrence, for any
part of tho south, through the proposed canul, on account of the difficul-
ties of navigation of the Bay of Fundy, although thore would be a
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saving of distanco over tho present routo; T consider that the canal
would bo useless; T do not think that fishing vessels going to or coming
from the fishing grounds would use the cantal on account, as I have
already said, of the difficulties of thie bay ; I prefor the present route by
the Gut of Canso, or Round Cape North, and believe the American
vessels would profor thom also. - ‘

Tho canal would not be used for the trade with Groat Britain, the
Wost Indies, or South America, or with Nowfoundland; the rate of
insuranco.is highor, up the bay, than what it is here; it is hero pretty
noar what it is outside; with 14 foot depth of canal, a vessel of about 300
* tons could pass, but that depends on the build; I think great difficulties
* would bo experienced by vessels of that size coming out of the caiial, or
being in that part of the Bay of Fundy, and for my part I would not care
to be so situated on any terms, even with tug boats, thoro would be
great difficulty ; pilots would be a necessity, especially to strangers.

J. 8. STEWART, Jowrnalist:—1 have always as such, advocated the
oponing of a canal on general principle, of opening a new routo for trade,
. believing that it would be of great advantage to tho Dominion generally,

- and to g; John in particular; it seems to me that a considerable portion of

the Intorcolonial trade would take that route, by the increased facilities

it would afford ; it would largely increase the local trade between the
. Gulf Ports and those on the Bay of Fundy.

Water route, as a principte, is cheaper than railroad route; the dis-

tance between the Gulf Ports and St. John, and other Ports:along tho -

coast, would be greatly shortened by such a canal, and I believe its con-

~ struction, evon at a cost of $8,000,000, would bo in the interests of the
- country, and pay as well as the mmjority of pubhc works already con-
structed. :

Ido not‘ know the nmount of tmdo that would be carried tln*ough
thé canal outside of the trade from the Bay of Fundy to Great Britain,
West Indies, South America, and the United States, which trade would
not require the canal,

1 have no knowledge what the freight would be from Montreal to St.
John, through the ctmal, compared with what it is by water to Shediac,
and from thence by railroad to 8t. John: I am not aware whether any

o

return freights could bo obtained from the Bay of Fuudy to Montresl, not .

being acquainted with the details of trade,
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. and Shediao kas been of great advantage, nnd tho oxtension of the Inter
coloninl, along the Guif shores, will increase tho advantage; if this rail-
road was connected by a bridge ncross the river St. John here, to connect
with the American system of railroad, transport would be greatly
cheapoened thereby, and it would facilitate through traffic,

CHAS. 8. TAYLOR, Harbour Master :—Have been engaged- as a
seaman to foreign and other ports, and have acted as pilot in Bay of
Fundy for some 20 yoars; I do not think the B.l_)’ of Fundy mwigatwn
as safe as that outside.

As regards the proposed canal from tho outlot at Au Lac, vessels
coming through it would, on entrance into the Bay, require a pilot, more _
especially strangers, and would have to-be towed down after coming out
of tho canal to aachorage gnound at Grindstone Island, a dzstauco
sof miles,

I do not think the American ships going into the Gulf to fish would

would 1ather take the natural route through the Gut of Canso, both

South America, or the United States, could use the canal, as the draught
~of water would in genoral be greater, and although the distance might
be a little less if thoy could go throwgh the canal, yet it would be safer to
go round Cape Sable ; with a draught of water of 14 feet in the canal, a
vossel of from 300 to 400 tons could pass through loaded, but over: ythmg
depends on the build ; as some vessels loaded, of 300 tons, might draw :
15 feet, whilo a vessel of 500 tons would draw 18 foet ; a vessel coming
out of the cam\l at any stwro of tide, would require a good poworful
steamer, and a pllot to take her down to anchorage at Grindstono Island.
Tho canal at Au Lac wonld bo dangerous to come out from without
the assistance of a stenmer, unless the wmd was fuvomble, but this
should ot be depended on. ;
The south-west winds provail in tho summor months, and in thow
months there is consirable fog. ' :

CHARLES H FAIRWFA'PHER Flour Merchaut xuul Ship Owner:
—1Ilave been engaged in-general business in” St. John for the last 20

years, '

Thele is no doubt that the construction of the railroad between this

take the route of tho canal,if u charge was to be made for tolls; they -

in going to and from the fishing grounds around the Mugdaleh Island, .
I do not think that vessels bound for Great Britain, West Indics, fj
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The subject of the canal to connect Baie Verte, in Northumberland
Straits, with the Bay of Flmdy, as occasionally engaged my attention,
- I.have considered the mé,t(’ox in'roforence to the import and the export
from the St. Lawrence, and think it would naturally increase these if the
canal was constructed, but the subject is 80 extensive that I have not
" given the consideration to it that wouldggarrant me in giving an opinion
as to whether or not it should be constructed at the estimated coat of
$8,000, 000.

Tho quantity of flour imported into New Brunswick may be estima.
ted at 300,000 brls.—say 200,000 by Grand Trunk to Portland and thenco
by soa and rail, about 50,000 via Shédiac railway and North Shore Ports,
and the remainder from the United States.

‘The lowest rate I have had flour by rail and water from Montieal,
md the Grand Trunk toSt.John in the summor months, is 40 cents ; but by
_ the Shédiac routo from Montreal to St. John, I have known it carried at
80 cents. I profor paying more by the Grand Trunk Railway in conse-
quence of the lran-alnpment b} the Shédiac route involving loss by heads

If the canal .was constructed the freight from Montreal would
largely 'depond on the return cargo. For this return cargo we have
gypsum, tho finest kind of plaster, free stone, granito groy and red,
: grmdstones, and coal. - Flsh such as cod lobster, salmon, hemngs
smoked and pickled.

" The trade from Canadn West, in pork, corn, bsrley, cattle, agricul-
: tmal implements, coal oil, butter, furniture, engives, machinery, etc,
would also be increased by the construction of the canal. 1 cannot give
an opinion as to what would be the saving in rate of freight from Mont
real by vessels direct, compar: ed with the routes now oxisting by ‘water
and rail—so much depends on circumstances and developments not now
perceivhble As fég.trds the distance from St. John to Montreal, improve-
. ments are now going on by the construction of railways which will

shortan the distance between these cities from 120 to 160 miles, and this
will tend to give advantages to the railway. The Intercolonial Railway
can never be a complote line, until a continuous connection is made by a
‘bndge over the St. John at this place. If such a bridge is made, all the ’
“expense of transhiprient in trade with the United States would be avoided
to the advantage of all; am not acquainted with the fishing trade, or how
it is conducted; of the quantity of flour imported from Canada West and
" Montreal, for Now Brunswick, about } to § is blought after nav:gatlom
sloses in November and during winter.
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pool Underwriters Association :—Ilave heard tho merits of the proposed
canal a good deal discussed, but I do not feol that I-am in a position to give
much information on the subject.

I do not think the davgers in tho Bay of Fundy are greater than
elsewhero, it the soundings are attended te, and the Admivalty duochons
aro followed. - . :

I believe that with a canal of 14 f'eot only small \essels would be
used on it, and among the many ship captains I have spoken with I have
only found two in its favor.

this canal, when other work of general utility is required i in this and tho
rovince v Nova Scotia ; to give an illustration of this opinion, I would
point out the gonoml mlvantago which would result in the construetion
of a railway Bridge across the St. John here, a work which in ity results

West and the Maritime Provinces, and prove beneficial to all.

CAPTAIN JOIHN M. LOVETT.—Have been engaged at sea, and
am well acquanted with the navigation of the Gulf of the St.-Lawrence
and the Bay of Fundy. -

There is no doubt whatover, that for ships lea\mg the Port of
St. John,_or other parts in the Bay of Fundy either for Great Britain,

best Toute to theso countries is to go {o sea by tho mouth of the Bay ot
at all required for the tradg with these countries; from my experience, 1

would consider that if the canal was ~onstructed, there would bo great

and no good anchorage above Grindstone Island; strangers to the bay
would find it especially difficvlt, and no ‘doubt pilots would be mqmred
and tug boats would also have to he employed.

west, and this wind brings fog, this wjnd being a foul wind down the

* vossel, ‘
‘ I have been through tho Gut of Canso ﬂ'equently from the Magdalen

)

HENRY P. STURDEE, Agont of Lioyds, London, also of the Liver

It is difficult for me to seo the ad\untage of spending $8,000,000 on .

would tond o cheapon transport botween the United States and Canada

‘South America, the West Indies, or the United States, the shortest and

" Fundy, and that the proposed canal from Baie Verte into the bay, is not’

dlﬂiculty in bungmg a vessel from the canal down to sea; the reason for -
this is the rapld rise and fall of the tide at that placve, adverse currents,

In the summer months the winds blov geuerally from the south-

bay from the canal; steam would be nécessary for an ordinarvy sized

' Islands, Newfound!and, and north side of Princo Edward Island; it is
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evndent from the map that tho shortest way from these plaws to-Boston,
or the United States, is through the Gut; as a seaman, I would prefer
the open sea, and I do not think the canal would be used by American
fishormen or othqpi especially if tolls were charged, and the unavoidable
dotention of passing through the canal, and of not meeting tho tide in
time, would all add to the difficulty ; tho canal with 14 feet water; would
only accommodato & vessel about 350 tons; a ship of 600, fully loaded,
would draw 18 feet, and for such vessols the canal would, of course, be
upcless

I, perhaps, cannot so well judge as others, but it seems to mo-
strango that the construction of this canal, at a cost of eight millions,
should be seriously considered. It would never pay interest on cost, or
near it, and aithough there might bo some locnl trade, yotl cannot soo
where any large trade is to como from.

The tug boats I refer to would require to be ver y powmﬂul and I
would not like to take a-vessel there, or bring ono away from the canal,

.JOHN W. WOODWARD, St. John :—Hm'o been for years engaged
in business, and negociating railway countracts. As to the canal, I would
firat say that when the vailway, now in construction to Monireal, vid
Mugnnhc, from St. John and St. Andrews, the routa to Montreal will be
shortened about 160 miles to St John over any route to the Atlantio
now existing; and this will have a very important effect on transport,
and will, in my opinion, transfer to St. John and St. Androws a large

- portion of the trade now carried on at Portland. When this is carried
into effect, as it will soon be, (possibly this yoar) the advantages claimod
for the canal, as a means of cheapening transport, will be greatly dimin-
mhed and if a bridge for railway purposes was made over the St. John,

. giving continuous railway connection, the interest of Now Brunswick
» “would be promoted as woll as Nova Scotia,
1 am utterly opposed to the expenditure of such & large sum a3
$8,000,000 on the proposed canal, as the money could be expended in "~
other ways far moro usof‘ull)

The followmu evidence of Mesers. Lunt and Elder was partly given orally,
- But they subsequently asked to revise it. They largely added to it without the -
. Commissioners having the opportunity of their explanations. :

REUBEN G. LUNT :—I am engaged io the steamboat busmess, connect-
ed wuh the running and ownorship of steamboats. For the lrade with-Soutb ...

e . &
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ence to the advantages of the cana), I am convinced there would be a large
_ business from Prince Edwa:d [sland to Boston, and other ports in the United
~ States; also to 8t, John and other Bay of Fundy ports, which would pass
the canal. This business would he dore, I believe, by propellers. I am certain
that the canal would zive an impetus to the fishing business from 8t, John,
at which “there is none at present Mr. Jack, one of the Commission-

last year, and proﬁ'.ably employed in the fishing busmess, ou the northern part
of this province, and I have no doubt whatever, if the Baie Verte (fanal was
mmpleted a mnch larger number of vessels would be employéd- in this busi-
necs, at a muoch larger profit, as they would save the long and dangerous j journey
around the coast of Nova Scotia. I believe that if the canal was opened, a
large quantity of free stone, from the vicinity of Dorchester, would pass through
“to Montreal, I have this information upoo the sratement of a gentleman who
is interested in these quarries. I thiok there would be a small description of
lumber, including shooks, not now manufactured, which would be manufactured
in the northern parts of New Brupswick and sent through the canal tv various
ports in the United States, and also to St. John for re-shipment iv winter. - The
lumber referred to for the United States would doubtless go vid the canal, as

steamboating business between St. Jobn and Fredericton, and, notwithstanding
we have to compete with a railway running between 3t. John and Fredericton,
having an advanfage of twenty- -fivé miles in distance over the steawer, and
notwithstanding the freight has to be carted two iiles to reach the steamer,
the latter gets the freight, being the cheaper mode ‘of transportation. I do not
think that the trade from Prince Edward Island would go as cheaply through
by Shediac as by the caval. . I wean, in saying this, that tolls on the caual,
" urd other charges, would not be as expensive as the breaking of bulk at Shediac,

000, the expense would be warranted. I thiuk that a canal of less depth than

through it. Propellers are generally superseding siling vessels, and I thivk
that the trade between Boston 2nd Charlottetown would go i v them through
the canal. These vessels, not coasting nor fishing vessels, would require pilots,
The saving in the consumption of coal on & diminished distance of 440 milea
from Charlottetown to Boston and back, would be very great ;—not hnvmg to

freight would be cheaper, the distance being so. much leas vid the canal, Also &
saving in wages and time, In point of safety I would prefer going through

Amerfos, Great Britaio, or the West Indics, the canal is not tequired. - In refer- ‘

ers, states that a fleet of twenty fishing vessels was fitted out at Eastport -

the water communication wonld be cheaper than railway. I am engaged in the -

and the railway charges. I think, if a canal could be constructed at $5,000,-:

fifteen foet would answer the purposes of the traffio that would be likely to pass -

4 carry ooal for this distance, there would be more room for freight, and the rate of -
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. steamers have been runuing as far back as I can remember,

. vessel would take 70} hours to reach Bostoo,

»

S
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the caunl. - Within my recollection, I have not known of any total wreck of
stoamer between St. John aud Boston, but only a part‘ial‘wreok of one,” The
The steamer
“ Albambra,” going from Boston to Halifax, Gut of Causo, and Charlottetown,

was a total wreok on the westein coast of Nova Scotia last year,—a coast that

is very dangerous, and v here the loss of life has been very great, -It is aloog

‘this coast that vessels hound from Charlottotown to Boston, vida the Gut of

Canso, have to pass. I consider the risk of navigating the Bay of Fuady much
less Lhan the coast above nawmed, Insurance companies charge a less rate of
insurance in the Bay of Fundy. . Fog whistles largely diminish the risk of -
navigation in the Bay of Fundy. . A steamer running between Boston and
Charlottetown, vid Baie Verte Caval, would obtain her coal-at the Joggins..
Miges, which would be a great advaniage. Spring Uill coal is considered a

_ good steam coal, aud could be dohvered cither by Parsboro’ or by the Iuter-

colonial Railway, at the juaction or morth of the canal. The ice is free from
Windsor about the first week in April. I beliove that it would got out of
Cumberland Basin earlier than from Windsor, . I beliove that Cuwberland
Basins would, in most seasons, be open earlicr than the Gut of Canso, as a
north-east wind very often in the spring of the year drives tho ice down into
8t. George's Bay and the Gut of Canso, and so blocking it that vessels are very
often detaiued. Last spring our own steamer, bound from St. John to Shediac,
did not get through the Gut of Causo until the 11th of May. I believe she
could have gone through the Baie Verte Canal, had it been constructed, a month
entlier, I feel quite sure that'the ebb tide would remove the ice from the
basin, inside of the piers, and that no delay would arige from that cause, I
have no doubt whatever that there would be no difficulty in a vessel entering
or leaving the basin at the mouth of the canal, on account of the high tides in
the Bay of Fundy. 1 have no personal knowledge of the channel leadmg tothe

proposed canal, but I believe it could form no exception, so far as the tides are

concerned, to other parts of the Bay of Fundy. We have never found the .
tides any draw-back to the safe navigation of the Bay of Fundy; for sailiog

7 vessels the tides are an assistance. In sayivg that there was a differecce of

,"440 miles between Charlottetown and Boston and recurn, I meant that the dis-
- tance by the Glut of Canso was €35 miles, and by the canal +15, or a difference

0f 220 miles, whxoh on the return, makes 440. I thiok 1hat 9 miles per bour
isabout the average rate of a propeller. [In giiog by the Gut of Canso such a
[ am not acquainted with the
time it would require to pass throdgh the caual, but I take it from Mr. Young,
the Chairman, who states that it would ocoupy 64 hours, The remaining dis-
tance, 393} milos by the Straits.of Ng;-lhumbarlaud to Baie Verte, and through

W
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. Bay of Fundy to Bosbon, at 9 mxles ao hour, would be 44- hours, ‘which, added
to the 6} by the canal, would bz 50} hours, or a difference of 20 hours, or 40
hours on the round trip. Supposo a vessel of 500 toas was to be employed on
both routes, there would be no *tolls through the Gut of Causo to Boston, I
am informed by the Chairman that the rate uf tolls through the caaals s 2}
cents on veseels and 16 cents on cargo, or 174 cents in all, per ton. . 1 find, upon
reference, that the St. Lawreuce canals are 42§ miles long, with 24 locke, and
that the rate is 1} cents on vessels and 15 centson cargo; but the Baie Verte
Caval, which would be 21} miles leng, with only 4 locks, would undoubtedly
be at a proportionate less rate, so that the rate named by the Chairman would
seem to ba exceasive. ~ I also find, by referring to Mr. Page's report, that 4
miles per hour is the estimated canal speed, ,which would reduce the time
through the canal to 5} honrs, instead of 6} hours, as named by the Chainmnan.
The. following figures. will show any unprejudiced mind that the canal must
command the trade of Prince Edward Island and other. places in Northumber
land Straite, with Boston and other western ports,

Ristance from Charlottetown to Boston vid Cape North......780 miles.
Distance ¢ L %% Gut of Canso . .1635° '{
Distance . % = . ¢ ©“ ¢ BaieVerte Canal 415 .

Dlstance in favor of Canal over Canso, 220 miles. ' Suppose that two Pro-
- pellers of 500 tons each at u speed of 9 miles per hour were engaged io these
two routes, and the season commenced in the widdle of April and oclosed
middle of November, being 7 months, this would be say 210 days, allowing
100 houre’ for round trips vid canal and one day in port at each end of the
route, she would wake in 7 months ,35 round trips. . In the other case vid
Gut of Canso, allowing 140 hours for the round trip and a day in port at

trips, this’ would show that vid Caoal she would make 9 round trips more
during the seasou.. In ‘makiug the 35 trips vid canal, she would not consume
as muoh coal as the steamer makmo the 26 trips vid Gut of Canso, as in
makmn' the 26 trips she would stean.3,640 hours, and iv waking 35 trips vid
canal st'o would steam 3,500, showing a saving of 140 hours steaming.

follows : Estimatiog a {topeller to catry 3,000 brls. say of oats, thef’e would be

. and New England States are the patural markets, and with Ref‘lpmmty the
 trade from the Island to these markots would be enormous ; allowing 3 bgshels

,:
i

L3 ’ - kY

P

Supy: osmg the waues to be the same in sither oase durmg the. 7 months :
sire.would have to ber oredit the proceeds of 9 trips which would be about as

other products of the Istagd shipped which I shall refer to hereaftcr Boston '

of oats to the brl., and 56 bushels to the ton, this bemg the canal standard for’

each end of route, in the 7 wonths or 210 days, she would perform 26 round
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oats, the 3,000 brls. would be about 160 tons, whioh at a freight of $4.50 per
ton would amount.to 8720, Allowing the samo amount for the return trip
(this caloulation would bo under as the retarn cargo being miscollaneons
would pay better than cargo in bulk) would make $1,440 the round trip, and for
9 trips would be $12,960 ; add to this ths large freight room that would have
been ocoupied by tho 40 tons of oxtra coal which the steamer would consume
on the round trip vid Causo, say for 30 tens (as the ocoal would possibly
occupy leds space than ocargo) at $4.50 per tou would make $3,510, makiog
816,470. To this should be added the profit on passengers for & trips whish
would be iarge, as passengers are . ore profitable than freight, From this
amount the toll charges are to bo ‘deducted, and taking the rate of the St.
Lawrence Canals for a calculation, which canals are 42% miles long with 24

. locks, while the Baie Verte will be only 214 miles long with # locks, the fol-

lowing would be the result on 160 tons of »rgo at 15 cents, would be $24,
and 1} cent per ton on: veseels of 500 tons, would be $7.50 or $31.50 each
way, makipg 863 on the round trip, or for 35 trips.$2,¢05, leaving profit of

" 814,265 for the propeller running vid canal oa the one rurniug vid Canso. It

is quite evidzat that the vessel ruuning vid Canso .could not possibly compete
with the uns running vid the canal, This is not all: there would be a lurge
saving of insurance on vessels and cargo on the dimioished distance of 440
miles. ‘The Island would ship largely of other ‘articles, eggs, butter, potatoes,
fish, &&. 'The amount of tonuage that would be required to carry the Island
produce’ would be large. In one year- the Island shipped to England
1,500,000 bushels of oats. The most nutural and ‘most profitable warket for

~ the Tsland is Boston and the New England States. To carry the zhove

quantity of oats which would be equal to-about 500,0'00 brls. would require x -
propeller of 500 tons, carrying 3,000 brls., to make 166 trips each way or 332
trips which would be equal to a tonnage of 166,000 that would pass through
the caval for oats alone. The Island grows potatoes largoly and Boston is the -

~ natural market, " Estimating the export at 730,000 bushals or equal to about

300,000 brls., it would require a propeller of the same oapacity as named,
(3,000 brls) to make 100 trips or 200 passages through the canal, or equal
to  tonnage of 100,000 for~carrying the quantity of putatoes aloue ; thus in
two!articlos only, potatoes and oats, a tonnage of equal to 266,000 tons would
be required for the transportation through the caual, and this from only one .
section of the Northumberland Straits, * But the abovs is not the limit of

. the Tsland capacity, for with the dispute settled;” and the railway to facilitate

the transportation of produce to shipping pofuts, a very lurge increase may
be expected, 20 per cent, would ‘perhaps not be an extravagant estimate;
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but allowing 10 per cent., this would ehow a much larger lonnage than named
that would require to use the canal. Itmay be said that we require Reci-

few men in Canada doubt that a treaty on same basis will soon be agreed
upon, it will include product of the field, forest and mine at least.

WILLIAM ELDER Esq., M. PP Edltor and Pmpnetor of the St.
Joho Daily Telegraph, examined :—

Mr. Elder said, he proposed to speak wainly as to the commeroial effects
of the canal, its traffio, eto., nssuming that the Commissioners had obtained
ample statistics a8 to the distances to be saved by the canal, safety of the Bay
of Fundy, and kindred watters. -
Sources of traffic for the canal, These aro to be deduced partly from the
exigling traflio of the Gulf ports with ports in the United States, etc., and
partly from the new traffio which the opening of the canal would create between
the Gulf and Buay, and the ports with which they respectively communioate.

The tonnage which entered and cleared between the ports in the Gulf of
the St. Lawrence and the United States, for the fiscal year ending June, 1874,
was as follows :— :

Cleared to U, 8. Porta. Entered to Gulf Ports,

" procity to develope the above trade to the extent abovo pamed. I think that

Total,...........209,290

* Qaspba..ve ye9..s . None. None.
Magdalen 639 ... 1106
Montrysl., coooviinee. - 0w L \. 1,616
New Carlisle.......... 129 L. 1,056
Perc.iveevinniene veen - 91 erse - 5é5§

uebec. cveui.y ! vedee - 00 vesees ,60
&uiouski ....... NP 00 L. - od
Three Rivers......... [ JN 1,112
Pictou ... covinenne. 64,612 L 67,560

. Bathurst......coceunin 2306 ... 1,913
Baie Verte....... veee, LTI L 309 .
Caraquette.......... 00 00
Chatbam ,........0ve. 450 ... 630
Dalbousie . ..vcevvrens 6 ... 00
Newoastle, 301 . 1,988 - -
Richibucto....;.....0 . 00 446
8hédiac..cvirernerin 1) RN . 00 )

- Shippegan. .c.vueenness 00 00
Chhtlottetown ........ 30,506 35,511 .

Cleared...... v 100,224 Entered....... 109,066
Entered .......109,066 s :
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I assume that this shipping would pass through the ocanal, owing to the
saving in distauce and the .character of the navigation in the Bay as compared
~ with that 1o the Gulf. I include the tonnage trading between' the Guif and
West Iudian ports, some of which, especially steam tonnage receiving traffio
from Bay ports en route to the West Iudies and back,would pasa through the
canal. . I also take no account of the local coasting trade which would be ex.
". tended from the Gulf to the Bay, and vice versd, in the case of populatlons 50
considerable.

In the case of steam tonnage. it would olearly be an objeot to use the

canal and thus save coal, time and wages, as well as to get increased stowage
- roow in proportion to the shortness of the voyage. - These considerations sug ‘

gest that the above tonnage might be placed at a higher figure.

But were the canal open, now sources of traffic would arise.

1. Coal would come into the Bay from the Gulf, for use in tho Bay and en
route to the United States. The statistics of the exports to the latter couctry
will no doubt be in evidence. In St. John aloae, notwithstanding the expen-

sive circuitous and'dangerous route by the Gut of Causo, we consumed of this

coal from 3rd July 1874, to 3rd June, 1875, 3, 147 toos, -

} The coal from Sydney, so largoly used in St. John and other Bay of
Fundy ports, could be sent through the canal at a saving in distance of 150

- milea, - Cape North would be rounded and tho voyaoe along the coast oI Nova

Scotia avoided.

2. Coal would go from the Bay into the Gulf by the canal, inoluding the
Springhill, the Joggins, and the Albertite coals. 'The two former coals are
valuable for steam, Thoy go into competition with hard coal here and in
Ontario ard Quebec. If they could be cheaply laid down, would be likely to

go into competition with the Authracite of Penusylvania, as is to some extent -

the caze with the Piotou and other Nova Scotia coals.  Albertite, used for r gas

and oil, ought to find customers in Ontario and Quebeo as readlly as m tho‘;_'_;_

Umted States or Maritime Provinces.

" 3. Plaster, in like manner, would be sent through the canal from, the Bay
into the Gulf. The plaster or gypsum of Albert County is now expo;ted largely: =
to the United States Atlantic ports, but some of this is for the far Wes’!'ern‘
States, aud its proper route is by the Gulf. Hauts County, on the Bay, 1s 8.

 large oxporter to the United States, and the same remarks apply to its exports

as cau easlly be learned by inquiry. A very large amouat of tonnage is requlred
for this traﬁio :

4. Buildiog and other kinds of stone would be sent both from the Bay

 to the Gulf, and the Gulf to the Bay, the latter en route to the United States.

~
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The red granite of St. George, 80 mnob admlred and needed ln Montmal L

and points west of it.
Freo etons, from Rockland, in Westmorland County, to compete with
that of Obio, greatly used in Montreal, &o,
Kroe stone from several quarries in Albert County, for the same purposes,
Grindstoves from Shefford and olsewhere in the Bay.
All these would he sent by the canal and Gulf,
On the other band, Wallace and Picton, N. S., and the north shore
- countles of New Brunswick, would sead their produots in stone, through the
canal to their present oustomers, and to many new ones, in the United States;
and they would thus be relioved of an enormous tax for freight, insurance, eto.
The Wallace free stone has an eatablished reputation.
Pioton produces the same article in abundance,
So do our North 8hore Counties. Grindstones are even now largely
. shipped from New Baudor, in Gloucester, to the United States,-
- Lime is abundant in the Bay; is needed in Prince Edward TIsland, whero
_ there is none ; is needed elsewhere in the gulf would go through the canal.

" The Lumber Trade,

Lumber, in enormous quantities, would be sent from the Gulf counties
= into the bay, and into the United States, were the oanal open, '
The ship-building ports of the Bay require pine spara.  Within the last
day or two some of these spars were brought into the Bay from New York, at a
oost in freight of $80, besides oost of wood, The northern counties are filled
with this kind of lumber, but very few vessels pass between the Gulf and Bay
~ Various other kinds of ship timber are needed in the Bay ports; also,
wharf logs, spiling, sleepers, sapling pine for box-shooks. Some of these
articles are needed for local purposes, and some for export. There is an
endless supply of sapling pine in the northern counties, and were_tho canal
in existence, those counties would partlcnpate in the manufaclure of sugar box-
shooks, which has been very profitable to St. Johu, sto,, whan affairs were in a
vormal condition in Cuba, ) :
» The -.counties of Gaspé, Bonaventure, - Reetlgonohe, Gloucesler,'
- Northumberland, and Kent, sbound in magnificent pine forests, of which, the
other New Brunswick counties have hecn almost completely stripped. The
_ want of the canal above, prevents this lumber from being sent to the Unit.ed#l :
Btates, in the shape of boards, which alwayssell high, Thenorthern counties
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lose & great deal of small lumber for the same reason, while the southem
counties make a good share of these profits, by the export of this lumber to the
United States. -

Some time ago, in referring to the gouroes of traﬁio for the oanal, in the
Daily Telegraph, I stated that 50,000,000 superficial feet of this lumber might
be annually sent through the canal, en route to the United States, for an inde-
finite period. Soon after, I received a letter from Mr, Edward Jack, the
most experienced lumber pioneer and explorer in the province, that I might
have doubled or trebled my estimate with safety. '

Thbis lumber would be sold very low at $30 a thousand' it is worth $40
at loast, as a rule,

" 80 millious at $30, would bring $1,500, 000; at $40,—$2, 000 000,

These 50 millions, if shipped in aschooners of from 60 to 200 tons, would
require a tonnage of about 40,000 to carry it; assuming that-most of this
tonnage would get return cargoss to the gulf, this would give nearly 80,000
~ tons to the canal, and s I make the estimate of export so low, and give no

statistios of the export of sapling pine, span, eto., we stiould say 80,000 toos.

It is well known that the great pineries of the United States are rapidly
vamshing This lumber trade is now wanted and soon will be more wanted in the -
United States, and with or withont reciprooity (asis the case of the lumber sent
from the Ottawa Valley) it must be purchased by.those who need it, and at a
" price that will bring 1t, Tt would be a sure and lasting source of traffio to )
" the canal, as well as a great source of wealth to the Gulf couaties, They
would in consequence need _more‘ﬂour, pork, tea, molasses, coffes, with corres

ponding advantage to those with whom they dealt, to the canal and the . ‘,

- revenue, The splendid Gulf counties, so rich in soil, m lumber, in fisheries,
_ eto., are now in a prosirate condition in consequence of being cut off from
access to the Bay and the markets south of it: give them these connexions
for their various products and new commercial lifs and energy will mark’ their -
future. :

sources of T'raﬁc to the C’anal

Pnnce Edward Islaod can produoe ‘grain and potatoea almost without
lnmt It has, shipped as many as 1,500,000 bushels ol oats to Epgland in one
year. . It could raise many times as many bushels of potatoes.” New Eugland

 is,the natural market for the sale of the agricultural products of the Island.
Now.that s r;ﬂwﬁy traverses nearly every distriof in the Island, and that the “"‘”
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land question is about settledy.the prodyots of the Téland raay be expeoted to
inorease rather than diminish. Under reciprocity these products would go . C
largely into the United States, but even without it this must also be the o |

E . L I
case, N
The prioe of breadstuffs is determined by the necessities of Europe in rels- ’ :
tion to the sources of supply. The United States being obliged to fmport ‘
oats to an enormous extent must submit to this law and, 28 in the cise of
lumber sent from the Ottawa Valley, of which the prico is steadily rising,.
(though subjeot to temporary periods of depression, like other commodities)
pay the imposed duty in wholé or fa part a5 isso often done by the con-
samer. o
In consideringthe. probubility of the Telanders being able to send oats and:
other graing into the United States we also take into account, not merely the
price at & particalar date, but the value of having a second market with its
vicissitudes, often in favor of the verdor. Itis by watohing ‘said opportitni-
ties, and by low freights, that floar is often purchased ln the United States
Allaotio seaports for the Maritime Provinces. ° ' , )
Besides, in the eveat of Reciproocity not being granted, any reasonable
measure of manufaoturing prosperity in the United States, would cause a largs - AP
demand to avise in that country  with’ corresponding advance in prices for the . “
sgrioultural produots which they would require to import. A considerable ' ;
 Portion of the large production of oats, barley, etc. of the Island might be

experted 10 go into the United States through the ‘canal, almost the entire -
1,60 ),000 bushels or whatever the yield wight be, will one day certaioly be - -
snt iuto that market. As I make uo statistioal estimafes of the"products of
 this kind to be sent from other agrioultural regions in the Aulf; it will ot
wislead to suppose that 1,500,000 bushels of oats and 100,000 bushels of
Potatoes might ere long be sent anoually to the United States through the * NS
caual, were it in existence, Large quantities of potatoes are,now sent fo the -
Uuited States from the Telaud at an enormous cost in freight and with much
damage™to the ‘article. ' Let us note the tonnage that would be required for
The grain is equal to 500,000 barrels, and would require about 83 propel-
lers of 1,000 tons each to carry it, making in going and returning with assorted
cargoes, 160,000 tons of shipping. - T DL
It ‘wonld require propeller tonnaga of 133,000 tons going and returning . -
to take this cargo, - S IR L lerT
.- The Tsland" recontly shipped in one year 409,000 doxen of eggstothe .
 United States. This artiole requires a short, quick and cheap route]; the '
easal would supply these conditions, o '

v’
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it by the canal,
The Island goes largely into the ﬁshenes, the canal is-the dxmot road to
. _ aportion of the marketa of North Ameriéa for canned, dried and pickled fish;
5 short out to these markets would proportionately stimulate the fishories, :

The agricultnral capabilities of Pnowu, and of those portions of Cumber.
land Coloheeter aod Weatmoreland which are on the Gulf, and of

as the Island, and if those regions were quickened by eagy com i
. witli the Bay and tha. ports.south.of it, the effeots would
should bo bornein mind that the Bay ports, especially those in the Basin
.. Minss, though nominally open in winter,} when those of the Gulf are closed,
bave little or no trade until the opening of uavigatlon." Henoe the causes of
the differerices must be such as I have stated. If the conditions indioated are
realized in the case of the Gulf ports, the Counties of the Gulf will become
populois, wealthy, enterpnsmg——-havmg a stimulus to aotion—large consumers
of goods, to the great benefit of those commeroial centres with which they now’
carry ou their transactions, such as Quebeo, Montreal, Halifax, 8t. John, &e,
Pork brought from the west, would be & source of traffic to the cansl it
now ‘comes largely by way of New York, and after the date of the closing of the
o Erie Caual, which is always early in the season, (unlike, iu this respeot, what
would be true of the Baia Verte canal), this urhcle has to be sent by rail, at
proportionatelv increased cost,
. Similar remarks apply to grain en route to tbese Provinces and to the At
lantm sen-board. - The period in whioh the erain tra de could be extended, could
ba greatly prolonged by means of this canal as oompared with tho Erie.

" Flour would be a large source of traffio for the canal; the Maritimé Pro'_‘
. vlnuzs iaks 700,000 barrels, of which the Bay of Fuady ports would probably
need 500,000.. If we had as cheap breadstuffs markets in the Upper Pro-

vinces, which it is reasonable to expect we should have, and as low freights

==~ from the Upper as from the Atlantio ports, and had open nangauon from the
i Gulf-the entive-year;-it is-roasonable to- supposs that-all-this ﬂour would o*me
throngh the canal,

<o --= . In point of fact, the flour wonld not be all brought dunng the penod of

nawgauon, but 1t must be remembered that gupplies for winter operatlons,
e Whether-of - ﬁonr, pork;-bisouit;-coffee;- eto~-nre laid-in- early, and 60 a8 tobe_
' " forced up the rivers before they close, " Thorefore, the quantity of flour
pumhlsed in winter, and brought by water from Atlanho ppm, or by rall

from any source, would be hmlted T :
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For these reasons, and because I do-aot- glve statistios-of the pork; the~“---—;—+?
cheese, butter, live cattle, eto., which would come down through the eanal, nor =

of some artioles of manufactnre, which would be scnt up through it, it will not

mislead, but the reverse, to estimate the flour teceipts through the canal,'at
500,000 barrels. Add to this, the consideration that the conditions which

lead to purchases of flour in the United States for the bay, would also cause

portion of the United States imports of flour, to go into the gulf and

- consequently go through the canal. These 500,000 barrels would require »’
corresponding amount of tonusge ; say for bringing down the  flour, eto., 80, 000
tons, and for taking back coal, gypsum, stone, eto., as before stated, a corres-

ponding amount.” As the lonuage is not atauslwally estimated, in regard to_
the matter of the retura cargoes, it muét be counted bere This ”gives us _iﬂ
all, 160 000 Uona B :

Flour can now be brought from Boston to St. John, for 12} cent.s a
barrel, and from New York at 15 oenta It costs 30, cents to bring a bar el of
flour into the bay from Moutreal. It is clear then that so far as the consumers ,
in the Bay of Fundy porte are oonoerned the Ontario millers must either

__out down their prices, owing to_the high frelghts, or be at times undersold fn .

the markets of the United States. _This I regard sa an importaut matter for
Ontario, which great- province has more interest in the construction of the

“canal. - Our great North-west is also interested in it for a siwilar reason, and

also owing to:a faot connected with the grain trade, already alluded to, than
the Maritime Proviuces. = On the other hand, the people of the Bay of Fundy

ports are entitled to the same conmderatlon in regard to cbeap food a8 the -

people on the banks of the St. Lawrence. They are also wmtitled to a share of
the carrying trade of Canada, for which such large expenditures in the making
of canals, and the deepéning of the 8t. Lawrence, are being made, and very

properly so. By the water through rate by the canal, there would be.legg—— -~

waste of flour, (as compared with a railroad route) and less cost. It may be
- stid that the flour which is sold in New York, Boston, eto., has generally
come from tke far west, with corresponding increase in price ; but while it in
*_ true that tho flour has come from the west, it has often to be sold rmhovl
“Payiug reasonable rates of traosit, as ,prow:d by the fact that éarly ono-third
of the Maritime imports of flour come from the Umted States; the lnw water
- freights fromj{ew York helping to produce thm reanlt Thls atrengthenl

" sonrees roes of br traffio, for the canal would invite the transnt ‘through ° d., of the-
western flour, as well a8 that of Ontario ; and for the same reasor .:i the Oatario:
" willery ia thlﬂ case, bavmg the advantage of a shorter I¥ 6o of \rausib, “d; :

A : o
e
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lower frelghta The same rsmarks wonld apply to flour eonung from our own
North.west, a3 already hinted st in regard to grain, =
Fish, through the oanaI one of the wany and great beneﬁts to bo conferred
by the canal would be, that, it would enable the poople of the Bay of Fundy to
go into the fisheries, a most profitable branch of industry, which is also the key
* to the West India trade, The- 3sh are in the Gulf, while most of the bait is in-
the Bay ; the people of the Bay: are the great shlp—bmldmg people of Canads; ;
the population and tho wealth are largcly in the Bay ports as cowpured with
§he New Brunsmek Nova Seotia and Quebeo Gulf ports proper; consequently
it would be material for the people of the Bay to be enabled to go into the’
fisheries -from which-they-are-now-entirely exoluded ; specially would this be
the case when lumber and ships are depressed, for the more varied are the indus-
tries of a country, the better will be its chances of weathering financial and
commarial troubles. “To illusirate the fact, that the peoplo of the Bay are
thoge who build and man Canadian vessels, as compared with those of the Gulf,
I invite nttentlon to the tonnage statistics of thd last year i—

SHIPS OWNED IN THE GULF PROPER.

L . TONS,
- Chatham.u...-.-..........nnn.-.....rv..-.....u‘ 11,260

Piotou.ccoiniiniiiinininiineres oe s 28,921
Pugwash e sisiiinnnnnennioinconen. 1,476

, Port Hawkesbury........ccvvnviiiniinnneniens 1,960

(Jaspéc A R Y R T TR LY DY R TR eery 1,922
“Magdalen Islands.....cooovniiiinnnns donenvinnns 11,211
New Carlisle.....ooviineiiivinnninivinne: 1,830
Peros.,..ccooniiniiiiiiiinniineneinnee, 282
chulot‘wwwn AMAAAA LRI IR R E NN R R I T Y S TN X L 48,388 T

" otal Gulf Tonusge.s.seererreesrernrseeser 97,200

SHIPPING OWNED IN THE BAY PORTS PROPEE. — — -
TONE, °

Dorchester.......... .... 2,611

St Johneuies cuviiiiiinginiieresnonn 263,401

St, Audrewa XTI S0% 4 sevevisensanaartie 16,743

Sackville. ...... eessavesiasasinniies o 826

Amherst. . oiiiiiinis cuviienns sreesse sannee - 2,170 B
Audnapolis 7,700, i certeraereens 18,248

 Dighy i 19,621
Londonderty......ccnireeesiivienevncsivsreessiens 3,638 B
Maitland. ..\uoeviveennnns coarenssennde - 5,010 e
Parrsbora. ........ coree ...........r....}.:“.-...’....' 12,507 - -
LLALT £ TR '- 75,038
Weymouth ..... e s 819
Yarmouthe, i viueeesiinenreneseserersnersasrarios 134,070

Total owned o Bay.. ......opveirerncnnn, 554,612 o
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Tbe poverty 0f~$b&Gﬁlf—pﬁ1‘fs1n1h1ppiﬂghm‘an tale.” Could tbeso ,

ports send their first Tumber and agrioultural produce through to the' Bay aid
ports south of -the. eanal, how long would their shipping remain in this misera-
ble position ? Could the ship-bnildmg, shiploviog people of the Bay sond their
tonnage into the Gulf, how long would their fisherics remain in lheir preaent
negleoted and disgraceful condition ?

‘To shew the dlndvantage under which New answwk labors for ‘wint of
access to the Gulf fisherles, it way be etated that Nova Sooha, in 1874 exported
to the Unitéd States $1, 142,670 worth of fish, and to the Weat Indies $2, ‘250
000 worth, The same year New Brunswick only’ sent 8229 400 of ﬂsh to the
United States, ' atid 10 the West Indies 8225 worth! Tt is, however, rather in.
teréahng to note that New Brunswiok is going more and more into the ﬂaherlea,
even undér great dlaadvantages “In 1870, the N. B. exports of fish were va.
lued at $1,131,435; in 1871, at $1,578,695; in 1872, at §1,065, 459, in 1873,
at 82 285, 666; ; aud in 1874, at 32,685 7.)3 an incrodse of about 130 per cent,
in five years, Let the waters of the Guif and the. Bay be mingled—-as they
have in other ages—-aud the yield of the New Branawiok aud other Bay port
ﬁsherles mll be doubled or trebled in a single year.

The British and Spanmh West Indies have an import trade of $‘250,000 -
000 a year, and a corresponding export trade. The peoplo-of those countries
want our fish in particular, and were one in a position to supply them with that
article and take their produce proper, we could make many other exchanges to
our mutual advantage, aud obtain a shnre of one of the most enriching traffics

_ 1o the world, . - : ' e

IF permitted (and on the suppotition that the' counection to bemade“

between the waters of the gulf and the bay is to be a canal dod not a gut or
8 tidal river, a supposition which may, however, be uegatived) there would
~also bo a large traffio between the Bay and theGulf hy the United States
fishermen, in search of bait and for other purposes, that being the most
direct course to aud from the'gulf. The testimony of an igooraut fishérman,
who would assert that he would not avail himself of this route, if it were open,
~ would be inoredible and 'unworthy _of notice. He wight as well contend for

i

~olosing up the Gut of Canso or the Suez Canal,

o In onnned dried and pickled sh thero would be a large traffio through
-~ the oanal, as well as a considerablo trafic in fresh fish seeking a through

Water route to market, without repacking, ete, The canal would #ls0 eaable
‘the fishing season to be greatly extended. i

The imports of merchandize from the Upper Provluces to the B1Y of

. Pundy, whioh are inoreasingly large, would come by the cheap route of the -
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canal, an objeot of great importance to the Upper Provmoes as well as to their 4

~Maritime oustomers. Asg an illustration of the advantages of a cheap water rats
to the Upper Provinces, X may mention tbat I'am now bringing priotiog paper
frow Montreal by rail and water or water and rail at §8 a ton frelght whereas
I caw bring similar freight from hnglaud direot at $4 a ton and from Boston
at less than half that rate,

My view ot ihe general advantages of the oanql and its great natqra.l im-
portance are very admlrably expressed in a statement made by the Hon. Jobn
Young betore the Dominion Board of Trade, as onnted in thexr Report issued
in January, 1871, Mr. Young said :— \

“ But there oan be no doubt that tbu fnland prope]ler can descend the St.
Lawrence and go direot to Halifax, in Nova Sootla; and this fact bringk up

other important couslderatxons. Among projected eanals there is the Baie Verle -

" Canal, to conneot the Bay of Fundy, on the Atlantie, vnth the Straits of Nor- ’
thumberland in the Gulf, and the Murray Canal, to conneot the Bay of Qainte
with Wellor's Bay on T:eke Ontarlo. If the Baie Verte Canal is possible of
oonstrucuon, the wori vl be highly important, and, in fts results, of a h'uly
natxonal character in all its aspects, The Cicy of St. Johu, in New Bruns-
wick, as well as all other places in the Bay of Fundy, would be brought 430
milez nearer Montreal, Quebeo or 'T'oronto for the watebborne _vessels, than at
present; and, if such a canal were constructed, the propeller of 900 tons Balllng
from Lakes Superior, Michigan, or Ontario, could proceed direct to Halifax or
St. John with Western States or Canadian products. If the navigation of the
River Richelien were re improved, and a conneotion made from it into the Caugh-

_ nawaga Canal, then the 900-ton propellor could load coal, fish, &o., s a return _

cargo, and, without breaking bulk, - sall into " Lake Champlam, to meet and fa.
cilitate the manufucture of iron from the inexhaustible deposits of oreg in the
State of New York, on the west side of that Lake,’

It would be difficult to noint out all the advantages whioh would result to
Prioce Edward Islund, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, by the construction of
the Baie Verte Canal. If the 900.ton propeller could deliver ‘Westem or
Canadian produets at Halifax or St, John, these places would thus become

cheap depots for such products.  Assorted ~osrgoes of fish, hoops, shooks, lum- -

ber, &o., could be made up at these porta for the West India Islands and South
Awerica, and coukl ‘bring back return cargoes from these countries of sugar,
coffee, hides, taginv'. etc., to be again re-shipped aa return cargo to Canada and
the Western Siies by the inland propeller, and thus be dellvered at less'
cost by such means than by apy other posmble route.” -

I find my views on another.point or two very admirably represented by

. J. Patterson, Esq., in his report of the commerce of Montreal for 1869,
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There is probably a misprint in the extract, a8 Mr, Patlerson makes the dis.

tance a veasel would have to traverse in going from St. John to Shediso, by. -

the Gulf, 100 miles, the actual dlstaqpe being about 16G, Mr. Patterson Bays :—

“ The value of the 16 proposed :sanal i more inhmately conneoting all the
Provinoes, must be endeut te all who have oxamined the geoguphlcal situa-
tion, At preseut there is little or no community of interest betwevn the por-
tlons of the Provices on ‘the Bay of Fundy and those on the Gull‘-—althongh
separated by but & narrow strip of land. For want of a fow miles of caval
navigation, & profitably development of the fsheries by the people of New
Bruoswick aud Nova Scotia is seriously hindered ; the fishermon of Capa Anp,

in Massachusetts, being uearer the valuable mackorel fishories of the Gulf of +

St. Lawrence than the Canadian fishermon who live on the Bay of Fundy,
By means of the pioposed canal the waters of the Bay and Gulf would be
united, and the fisheries brought within the-reach of the fishermen of all the

Provinoes ;—passing easily, 80 to spcak, from one sea to another as the fishing

season might render ncoessary . ‘ -

In bnef iet it be borne in mind that the distance from the port of St. John

on the Bay of Pundy, to the Quif at Shédiao is not much less than 0O miles,

" which the proposed canal would reducoto 100; that the distancs, from
8t. John, N. B., to ports in Prince Edward Island and Newfonndland would be
greatly sbortened and & new trade opened up on that line ;_that a short route
to Halifax from Montreal and Quebeo would be obtained by steamers passing
through and landlng cargo at Windsor; that ultimately the ohain of inland
water  communication might be completed from Windsor to the soshoard at

"~ Halifax ; and viewing the question in the light of the toregoing statements,

- there can be very little difficulty in concluding that the * Baie Verte Canal” is

e Pl

_ heciseary and national in all ite aapects :
Takiog the sources of traffio for the canal that I bave s0 inaparfeotly indi-

cated, and though I have passed over many, I feel confident ihat it vould he

a vory moderate estimate of the traffic with which the canal would begin with
to set it down at from 8500 000 to $600,000. *Like the Suez, the Welland,
and other oanals, ft would g0 on increasing with the mcrease of the popuation,

commeroe and’ wealtb -which it would develop "Much more would this be the - T
case if the canal or. cut could oﬂ'er some special advantages as oompared with

' thoae oanals L ‘ - e

Jam of oplmon also that directly and mdu-eotly the canal would be more
than equal in advantages, fn proportion to its cost, to the Welland and other

canals of Canada, of which the country is 8o justiy proud, though provided . .
for populations Which own comparatively “itlo tonnsge in compansoq
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- with “thoss on the Bay of Fuudy. The Premler, in a'recent speech at

Sarnh reforred to these oauals, as follows 1 :

“There is the great canal system. ;aWe aave derived a rovenue from our
canals approaching to half-a-million of dollars every year, but the oxpeoses of
mansgemsat have swallowed up half of this, - The Welland Canal would pay a
small fnterest on the Amouut Invested ; but the other canals, the St. Lawrence,
the Ottawa, and others, would 1ot nearly meet their working expenses. - Still,
with the enlargement now going ob, we hopo to carry such a volume of trade,
that we may not only benefit the "carrying trade and milling trade of our own
country, but may be able to transport produce frem dnd to the Western Sta tes
through our own waters,  With this object in vicw, we have beeo endeavour-
ing, as fast as possible, to get theen great works completed, which will enable
you to have a vessel brought from the ocean, 278 feet long, by 44 feet beam,
and drawing 14 feet of water, ~ (Checrs). When completed I have no doubt
these works will produce s revenue to some extent, giving a little interest on
the investment; and, in the meauume, they are affordmg employment toa
large number cf our people.”

In these remarks, { have, for the most part assunged that the canal would
be one of’tho character desaribed by sore of the- obief engineers, and similar iu
oast; but the researches of some of the’ englueers, confirmed by geologists, as
to the existence, at & remote period, of a tidal river betweea the bay and the
gulf, suggest the propriety of enquiring into the pOSslblllly of openiog up the

river, aud makiog not a canal, but a gut or tidal rivers The Commissioners
have, no doubt, received complete foformation on this interesting subjeot In %

¥

this connection, however, I would submit for the information of the commission-

“ers and the government, a map of 125 years of age, showlng that duriog the
- Frenoh rdgnne, water communication was kept up between the gulf and the
* bay by means of two rivers, between which there was only a short

portage, One of these ran into the gulf; the other into the bay, and the
course of the latter is in part coincident with the course of the anciént river,
indicated vy geologioal phenomena This map, for the use of which I am i
debted to Mr, Haonay, of the corps editorial of the Daily Telegraph, wa
prepared by the French engineer, the Sieur’ Franguet, who, in 1749.50, was
employed in devising a scheme of defence for those portions of Acadia and
the Iefand of St. Johu ¢(P.E.L);- aetroeoumed hy the Koglish. The map may
be seen ingtlis- Bﬁn’eau of Manne, in Pans, and a copy is in the Ottawa Legis-

~ lative Library, obtained from™ Paris some years ago. The tiap shows rivers

which are not now in existence, and, taken in conncotion with the facts abore

~alluded to, is mainly lmportant f5Fug, esting’ that, a8 geology teaches,
that u gicat tidal river once conneoted the ﬁwrs of the Gulf and the’ Bay; |
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and 88 in eomparatively modern times, a water-way was available almost from
Gulf to Bay, and then utilived for military purposes, so now under_the auspi-
~ olous confederation of these provmcc;s it ought not to be an insuperable task
for our enginears, curatatesmen, and our people generally, to cpen up the ancient
river, and consecrate it to the purposes of commerce and nd of peace ; to employ
it as Judge Haliburton suggested, in cementing that groat union, which he g0 -
much desired, but whick. it was ot given to that broad-minded aud distin-
- guished Nova Scotian to seo aotually accowplished, I peed hardly request
thet particular care shal! be taken of this map, the more partioular hlstory of
which could be furnished in detail if desired. 3
 If in face of all the facts suggested to the comm:s«xon, Any 0ne can under—
taka to affirm that the union of the waters of the Gulf aod the Bay, would not
be warranted, then he will have done much more than condemn the pro,)eot
uader consideration. He will haveshown that the construction of railroads con-
necting the interior provlnces with the Atlanuqsea -board ; conneoting these pro-
vinces with each other ; connecting even the gulfand tho bay, is & gigantio folly ;
_and that confederation itsell, whatever it may be as a political contrivance, s~ _

commercmlly, a “mockery, a delusion, and a snare,” sesing that there 1s'not.
trade enough between the ohlef seations of the Eastern Proviuces to justify
their being conneoted with each other, by a short water-rouw of moderate
proportxons ' e

S

AMHERST. o

W. H. ROGERS, Amherst, Inspector of Flsheues —I have been
engaged in business in this country for somo 15 years, and from having -
lived in it since boyhood, am well aoquamted with the various localities.

The export trwde from the Bay of Fundy to the United States, and
Great Britain, would not be advantaged by way of thz canal, inasmuch as
in the one age the route would be longer, and in the other the class of ves-
sels would be too large. Neither would the trade to the West Indies or
South -America be benefited by the construction of & cansl; flour to this
. place is brought from Montreal by steamer to Shediac, and from thence
by Tailroad here; I consider that a canal is required in the interests of
“'tho country even at a cost of $8,000,000. There arc many reasons in its
favor—it shortens the distance by way of the St. Lawrence and Gulf
* ports to St. Johu aud Boston ; it would open new branches of trade with
the United States, such as in lumbor, free stone, aiso would be largely
used by fishermen who would take certain kinds of supplies, such as
barrels, farm produce, ete. on the line of it. At present tradé with the
- United States, in minerals, coal, stone, as well as lamber, is vory limited A
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in consoquence of the high duhes now existing, and its future inocrease
depends largely on reciprocity with that country,

I am not acquainted with the navigation of the day of Fundy, nor )
with that of vhe Quif; but I am with ﬂ:at of the Straite of Nor thumber- -
land.

- ARTHUR DAVISON Esq.—I am engaged in goneral busmess,
have resided here the last five years; I buy and sell flour; get it from
Montreal by the Gulf Port Steamers to Shédiac, and from thence by rail:
road here; at prosent I pay 40c. per barrel for flour from, Montreal
1640. is tho railroad yroportion, and the 24} to tho sieamors ; -threo
years ago when competitlon existed for about a month, the freight was
80c. por burrel; the higheat rate I have ever paid was 750, in the fall of
the year, but the ordinary rvato is about 40c. per barrel; my 'Opmxon is
hat even if the canal was built, flour would come over the present routo
(vid Shédiac) cheaper, than Ly it with tolls; I have no knowledge of tho’
‘navxgahon of the Bay of Funiy; the constmctxon of the canal would
benefit certain portions of the Maritime Provinces, but; ag a business
man, looking at it 28 & commercial transaction, I do not think it would
pay; I know a captain who has navigated the Straits of Newfoundland

for several years, who now nuvngn\tos in the Bay of Fundy, he prefers
_ the latter. S -

JAMES H. HICKMAN, Esq.:—-1 am engaged in the lumher busi-
ners; send deals to England in vessels from 900 to 1000 tons, drawing
ever 18 foot water, I am of opinion thut if the canal was built it would
bo of great advantage to the country at large, as it would" benefit the
coal mines, plastor stone quaries, &ec., all which could be shipped
by such canal. So far as the trado of coals, stono, to the' United States
ts concorned, it would flow through vhe Bay of Fundy as it is the nearest
route; but for the Canadian trade by the St. Lawrence, in these articles

the construction of tho canal would enable the shipment of those articles
" to be made there;and besides it wduld open new sources of trado gene-

r all y.
BACKVILLE

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY OUTHOUSE Master Mmmer -—Been here.
- and have been muster of vessels sinco 1848, and am well acquainted with -
the navngatlon of the Bay of Fundy and of the Amorican shoro, but Y
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" not familiar wnth the Gulf navigation, with shore of Now Brunswiok or
United States. A master of a ship not acquainted with the Chanuol
- from tho proposed outletof canalon Bay of Fundy would require apilot for
at loast six miles, after that distance, if the wind was fair, he would get
aong, but if contrary he would have to come to anchor on the flood tide, -
that is for 25 miles below the six above stated. Below the 25 miles the
-width of the Bay enables vesssls to proceed by tacking ; if tho wind was
fair the vessel would proceed without interruption from the outlet of the
canal. The prevailing winds during the season aro from South West—
that is & head wind going out of the Bay. Fogs are prevalent in the
Bay of Fundy, especially in July and Auguet, but not at the upper end
where the canal begins. The principal difficulty to the navigation is

between Brise Island and-Grand Manan, where there are some rooks, -

apart from this I do not believe there is any dxﬂienlty to the nawgatxon
of the remainder of the route.

- As I have already stated, I have nio personal knowledge of th» navi-
- gahon of the north const of New Branswick. The ships carrying deals
and lumber to Great Britain from their size, could not go through the
canul vessels tradmg to the West Indies, and South America; would not
go that route either ; could not say what advantage it would be to vessela
coming down the St. Lawrénce,

C. BOT'I.‘OLHIOU SE, Shlpbmlder i—A vessol of 350 tons, accord-
ing to its conatru'\tlon would draw loaded from 14 to 16 feet; one of 500
tons about 16 feet ; and one 01,000 tons 21 or 22 feel. No vessol from St.
John would go by that route to Great Britain, West Indies, or the United
States, the distance being less by the mouth of the Bay of Fundy; I heve
- some experience of the navigation of the Gut of Caneo, tho North Straits,
the touth side of the United States, and of the Bay of Fundy. The
- mouth of the latter is obstructed hy the Wolves, Grand Manan, and ledger
of rooks botween the western part of Nova Scotia and the American

shov'o the distance between that and the latter is about nine mlles, I

“have lost two ships in theso waterss one on Long Island, and the other
on Caps Sable; I do not consider there is any danger on those Islands;
any stranger coming to or from tho canal, wonld require a pilot. - Even
now, our own people take pilots after they get within thirty miles of
Sackville, The prevalent wind in summer months is southwest, which is
fair coming in, but foul going out of the Ray ; dnring the summier months

fogs are prevalent not so much at the head ss below the Bay. ‘I have .

B R
I S At .
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waited for days at 8t. Johr, bound westward, on acoount of. the fog; when

you are oloar of Capo Sable, no danger is apprehended by vessols bound

to England cr the West Indics. The vessel I lost on_Capo Sable had
sailed from St.. John for Great Britain, that was in 1872 or 1843; the

other was from Great Britain to St..-John, and was lost on Long Island,

n a thick fog, although the Captain was one of the most experienced in __..-
~ the trade as a master mariner. - 4 T

CAPTAIN RICHARD LAWRESON, Amherst:— Have been a ship.’
master for 15 years ; now agent for Black & ‘Co., Glasgow; am acquainted
with the uavigation of the Bay of Fundy and the Ports of the Maritime
Provinces as far as Richibucto ; also with the Waest Indies, by the United -
States; the vocsels trading from the Bay of Fundy to Great Britain are

- “gonerally laden with deals or timber, and while some of them are of a

" large size, drawing from 16} to 17}, loaded with deals, which could not

" go through the proposed canal, there are cther vessels of smaller size in
the same trade drawing 14 feet and less that could go through.

I have known vessels of 50 tons register sail from the Bay of Fundy .
to Europo Iaden with deals; the great bulk of the trade with Burope is
carried in large ships; the trade to the West Indies, from the Gulf Ports
or the Bay of Fuxidy, would not use the canal; the prevalent winds in the
Bay of Fundy are soath-west and west-south-west ; these winds would bo
fuir for vessels coming into the Bay, but foul- going out of it; the Bay of
Fundy is a bold siiore, and from the outlet of the proposed canal there
would be no necessity for strangers to take apilot; there are no doubt.
fogs in the summer months that interfore with navigation of the Bay,
but they generally clear up some time in the 24 hours; I think the na-
vigation of the Bay of Fundy safer and superior to that of the Gut of
Canso, and the southern side of Nova Scotia; I would sooner go through
the canal than by the Gut, on account of fogs, &o., in the latter; as re-
gards the light fishing vessels, I believe they would go through the canal

~+ to_their fishing grounds, and would return the same way in the Fall, for
the following reasons :—In the first instance, as south-west or west wind )
would be fair wind to take them to their grounds, and in the other, deep

“laden fishing vessels don’t like going . round Cape ‘North or Gut of
Canso, the harbor being hard to gef into on the southern side of Nova

- Scotia; I have not sailed a vessel since 1866 ; I am personally aware of

*the transhipment of fish on steamers at Prince Eaward Isisnd or Gut of

Cango for Boston and the United Statés, I n
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R, A. CHAPMAN, Rockland, New Brunswick iylam, .engaged in

ship bnilding and_ ship owning; am not a seaman, nor have I had. nny.

experience in the navigation of the Mmtnme Provinces. ,
1 have, from my [knowledge of the reports from masters of my

vegsels, and beliove that the Bay of Fundy is a safe navigation; it i is true -

.~ thére ave fogs in the summer months, but the fog. whistles ‘and other

- facilities lessen any danger of these fogs; if the pmposed canal was'’
construoted, a stranger to the” bay would require a pilot, but the .

insurance would not be more by the ¢anal route than by the Gut of Canso
route; the great bulk of the trade with Great Britain from the Bay of
F\mdy, in carried on in largor vessels than could go through the canal,
especially from St, John, but for vossel drawing 14 foet from the head
‘of the bay, I think, would use the canal ; for the trade of the West Indies

~ or South America from the Bay of Fundy, the canal is not required; I

. think, however, that if the canal was built, a trade wonld grow up with

Ontario and Quebec; vessels from the West Indies, loaded with the

produce of these islands coming to St. John, would proceed to Montreal
- and Quebec, and bring back cargo from thence in return to St. John,
being in vessels adapted to carry out lumber from St. John to the West
Indies,

, I import ﬂonr from Canada, Montreal and do so vid Sbédiac the.
coat of through frelght from Montreal to Don’:heeter is from 250 to b5c.,

the latter rate bemg in the fall of the year,lhave Taver had Any vid

- Portland and the Grand Trunk Railway, except once in winter when the

rate was 95¢. Of the 25c to Shédiac, 15¢. is given to the ship from
Montreal, and 10c. to the railway from Shédiac to Dorchester if the
canal was built I doubt if the rate of frenght from Montreal to ports at
the head of the Bay of Fundy, on the railway, would be mgtenally
lessoned by steamers drawing 14 feet, but would be somewhat by small
salhng vesucls, even with tolls and other charges on the canal,

I am not acquamted wnth the fishing business, but believe that with ;
the canal a trade in fisking would grow up by the population at the head -
of the bay ; I am aware by reports that the estimated cost of the canal is
$8,000,000 ; I do not think for & moment that the business at present or .

for years to_come, will “pay the mterest on the cost, but 1 think that

mdlrectly it will lead to foster an mtercolomal trads whxch ,doeg not-

now exmt

TH0M4§ 'MoKELVIE, resident of Rockland, engaged. in, stono..
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quarries a3 managm-, hav ebeen 80 engaged for 10 years ; the stone is that
called olive free stone ; it is principally taken to New York and Boston;
it pays a duty thore of 1} dgJlars per ton, and sells there for $15.00; the ~
freight from Rockland to Newport averages $3} ; the trade in this stone
would be benefited by the alberatxon of the duty, the numbor of ship -

loaded in average years is about 25, or about 5,000 tons, but the -

proposed canal for- this trade”is not required. Ifthe canai was builtl
think my trade could be increased and opened with Canads, but no trade
at present oxists, I have read over Chapman 8 evxdence, and quito Bgre
with him in the main,

e

————

.

NOVA SCOTIA.
PIGTOU

J AM ES PRIMROSE Merchant, Pictoun :—1I have been long e
gaged in the trade of Pictou, say for fifty yoars.

- The chief export from the northern and easuern coast of Nova
Scotia, and the Island of Cape Breton, is coal ; since the repeal of the
' Reciprocity Treaty, this business has greatly fallen off, andunless the
Treaty js renewed in a shape to revive the business of export. in coal,
there would seem to be but small chance of the proposed canal bemg
of much wutility to the northern and eastern coast of Nova Scotia and
Cape Breton. ... ...

Recent expenence at chtou Las shown that our coal for the
future is likely to be carried in steamers chiefly, and the nwmber of

our sailing craft in that trade greatly reduced, the description of -

steamers now monopolizing the trade in coal to the St. Lawrence

being of large capacity, snd drawing, when ‘loaded, from 16 to 20

feet and more, wonld be too large for the proposed canal frexghts

by such large vessels will be less than by small ones. - .

‘ The facility of getting coal for the use of these steamefs is »
great at Pictou and Cape Breton, that it is fair to supposs steamerns

will in future have nearly a mo':opoly of the coal business; T believe

at present- that steamers corry nine-tenths in round numbers of

the coal now sent from Pictou to the St. Lawrence ; thess steamers -
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bring back ﬁ'om the 8t."Lawrence flour and general merchamlme, and a
deliver it at Halifax and other places, by rail from Pictou, at miich
lower rates of freight than it has been heretofore camried by sail.
"I question very much whether, even if the proposed canal to
connect the Northumberland Straits at Daie Verte, were opened,
steamers engaged in carrying coal would adopt that route, even if it
"" were of a capacity to admit of their doing so, as the navigation of the
Bay of Fundy, in consequence of its tides, and of its being nearly
_always enveloped in foge during the navigable season, would add to
the difficulty of navigation ; besides, Baie Verbe has had the chamcter
- of being & dangerous road-etead.
I am of opinion that the expendxture of g0 large & gum of money
8s the canal is estimated to cost (and it is likely to costa great deal more)
from the difficulty hkely to attend its construction, and the dangerous
- navigution, would be unwarranted under the circumstances. ' Cheaper
transport. would _bo by railway, and I think, would be productive

more certain and expeditious. An expenditure of a much smaller
amount, the improving and deepening of the various harbours of the
Maritime Provinces, would be much more beneficial to the trade
generally. We have little or no trade with the West Indies, or Sonh
* Americs, direct from Pictou. - -

It is also proper for me to say, that the tolls of the canals, for,
veésela using it, would tend to make its use ungeneral even if reciprocity
with the States was renewed. I think steamers would go by the Straits
___of Oanso in'preference to going by the canal, ‘ ’
The small coasting vessels of about 100 tons and under might use -

" the canal, but- I am apprehensive that such cossters generally, consid-
ering the. dangers -of navigating the Bay of Fundy, coupled with the
tolls, would prefer going by the longer, or present route. '
-~ The steamer * Miramichi” I consxder about an average e;ze, that‘
. veasel draws, when loaded 12 feet.. . . .. '
The trade in- coal with the United States dunng reonprocxty, wiis :
altogether conducted by aaxlmg vessels. . The bulk of the coal trade
with the States would, 1 think, be carried by steamers, Ports requiring
small quantities at a time, -would probably be supplied by small sailing -
- vessels. - The avemge txme of a sail vessel to. Boaton and New York

: a »

»
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of much more benefit to trade generally than the canal, it being -
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with coal, varies from three to five weeks, while itie voyage could be
perf‘ormed by steamer.in about ten days.  If fugs on the Bay of Fundy
did not exist, or were less prevalent, the canal would now be used;
" but, as regards fogs on the Bay of Fundy, I speak from readmg. rather
than from 8 personal knowledge

CLARENCE PRIMROSE.—I have heard the above statements
: ~ made by my father, and have nothing to add thereto; I conour in them
o all e e

M O o oot VR T SR

i
o

OAPTAIN WM. ORERAR :—I have not given much attention

to the subject of the proposed canal. Thers is very little or no trade

- between this port and the Bay. of Fundy. _The trade with Boston and
~ New York prefer going round the southern route, and would continue
to' do o, even if the canal was built; that is my opinion. The
- impression in my-mind s, that-a siranger going into the Bay of I‘undy
with a ship, could not keep his reckoning, unless he was well posted in
régard to tides and currents. - There is no trade to epeak of between this -
and the West Indles and South America, -

BT
L T

o e
..‘,“‘L.‘od-‘;
PRSI

TR by W"OKRMICHKEL MP; ; Bhip Owner—I liave given much
oonsldemuon to the subject of the proposed Baie Verte Canal, and I am
opposed to its construction for the followmg TeASONS, Viz i

- 1et. Itis a difficult work, presenting great engmeenng dlf‘ﬁcultlee,
the rise being 48 feet at one sxdo, and 6 feet t only at the other. —

2nd. Its cost is estimated at §8,000,000; there bemg np_ mmxlar
work in existence, it will likely cost more than that. The interest
alone on this amount would necessitate very heavy tolls, and with
“the necessary” detention,” and the difficulty of navxgatmg ‘the Bay
of Fuudy, I have no doubt whatevcr but that the present “routes
would be preferred even if the canal was built, no trade from this port
would go through-it. This port will not be benefitted by the con-.
struction in proportion to the outlay, and there a?her 1mprovements

__required in the Province of far greater importance, ¥nd which should be
undertaken in preference to the canal, such as railroad branches, harbour

- improvements, &o. A canal with 15 feet of water would be inadequate .
for our trade; our olass of ships draw 17 to 18 feet. Coal is shipped to
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Montreal by eteamer, at least nine-tenths of it. There is a bar betweeii
Pictou and Albion loading grounds, over which there is only 18 feet g
= high water ;_vesselssometimes. ground on it. ~This should be removed by ——-—---——-
dredging.” It is difficult for me to sce where the traffic is to come from
which will render the construction of this canal necessary. I am confi-
dent that seamen will declare that-open Waters, south of New York will
be much shorter than by the proposed canal. The Tutarcolonial Rail-
road from 8hédiac has very much increased the traffic with the Upper

Provinées, and when it is completed 1t will add to the facilities much
.._..more, ’

T S iy g

o T 4

R. 8. GRANT Esq, Chairman Harbour Commissioners:—I have
~heard the above statements made by -Mr. Carmichael, and | entirely
concur in them. The noint that would test the value and utility of =~ - -
~such a canal for Pictou is the coal trade with the United Statcs; and_I
* am satisfied that a very small proportion of the coal going there would
pass through the canal in the best season of the year, and in the fall and
spring it could not be used, in consequence of ice, which forms in the
fall and holds on in the spring; at these scasons the passage would be
taken vid Strait of Canso, in preference to going north through the
——canal;—I-cannot understand ~hiowthere vanbe-the slightest advans——————{§
.tage of coal vessels going to the United States; owing to side winds and
difficulty of navigation in Bay of Fundy, there must of necessity be
detention, which ship-masters will avoid.

WYl

! WM. GORDONrEsq‘.T'Merchant*:¥-I concur fully in the state-
e ;’nerite'made both by Messrs: Carm‘iohael and Grant, and do not see that
I haveAanythin'g to add further on the subject. .~ ..

P. G SINCLAIR Esq, ‘Merchant:—I have followed the sea for
upwards of 25 years as seaman and master up to the last three monthe,
whenI then engaged in business. 1 am well acquainted with the naviga-
tion in the Manume Provinces, and in the Bay of Fundy. The proposed
canal to connect the Gulfof St. Lawrence with the Bay of Fundy, would
- entall 8 very heavy expenditure. The phenomena of the great rise
on our side and of a lesser on the other does not occur elgewhere. The
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contemplated depth of 15 feet, from the gradual increase of size of shlpa
would prove insufficient before long. For instance a 500 tons ship,
according to preseni mode of construction, would draw 18 feet loaded,

‘and it no doubt would be more advantageous to employ a larger slup

say of 150 to 1000 tons, which would draw from 20 to 21 feet. Ido
not think that if the canal was built it would be of any advantage for
either the Un’ted States, West Indies, or South American trade, Again,’

if built, I am of opinion as a seaman, that preference would be still-given

. unother cargo. -

" to the present natural routes, inasmuch as_ it would be shorter to Sonth ™

Americs, and ports eouth of New York, besides being clearer.  In the
Bay of Fundyt the prevailing wind in the summer season is from the
south, which brings on fogs. Pilots wculd have to be employed; ships

~ would have to pay tolls, and the Channel in some parts is intricate. 1. "]
believe tugs would be required to be used both at the Baie Verte and oa

the Bay of Fundy outlet, I do not think that the small American
crafts would pass through the canal as they would have to pay tolls, and
from many places on the fishing grounds they would find it shorter to
g> by the Gut of Canso. On the whole, I consider that there would be
no advantage whatever to the trade of the Province by the construction
of such a canal. - '

-1 have no doubt that transport by sea can be more cheaply done in
8 large than in a small ciaft. I am aware thai it is the practice for
American vessels to keep on the tishing grounds the whole season round.
They come to Charlottetown or Gut of Canso to deposnt their loads,
which are ehlpped from thence to the United States by large steamers,
after which they (s$hooners) return at once to their fishing grounds for
ven with the saving of distance by the proposed
ictou to St. John, Boston and New York, I am clearly of

canal from

opinion that masters of vessels would prefer the natural routes, for the™ "

reason that during the summer season the prevailing winds on this side
of the coast sre westerly, and such wind would be fair to go by the
Canso route.

C. DWYER, ﬁShip Breker and General Ag‘ent:—:Havebbe‘en at sea

“ten years of my life; I have a thorough knowledge of the Gulf

St. Lawrence, Bay of Fundy, and of the American’ coast; I have given
the matter of the proposed canal some consideration; 1 do not believe
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the return from it would be at all proportionate to the outlay on ifs -

cdngtmctioxi. There are very few of the vessels trading here of so small &
draught as 14 and 15 feet, and therefore could not-be-benefited by tiia

canal; a vessel of 500 tons will draw 18 feet, and one of 750 or 1,000,
- from 20 to 21 feet; there are'a good many reasons to show why even
fishing crafts would not use such & - nal, T have been engaged as'a
fisherman, conducting’ fishing voyages on the principal grounds i
. the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the cosst of Labrador, for five or six
- yeers.  The principal reason is that there are no fishing grounds of -any
importance within 200 miles of Baie Verte, the bulk of fish taken for
exportation is procured round Cape Breton Island, Magdaten Island, and

the north-cast portion of Prince Edward Island; from all those places,”

~ ~ the natural and more dircct route is through the Gt of Cunso; the
vessels from these fishing grounds discharge their cargoes as caught here
at Charlottetown and Canso, which cargoes are again loaded in large
steamers for Boston and United States ports. I have in this way, as
agent of the Boston Line of Steamers, to ship to-morrow, a queatity of

' fish from the Bay du Chaleurs. As regards trade with West Indies or

South America to pass through the canal would ;bsolutely increase the
distance, as after passing through the Gut of Canso the course is south
to either of these destinntions; whereas, to go by canal would be making
a westerly paseage, and then have to bear south when out of the Bay of
“Fundy; the narrowness of the channel of the bay, on leaving the
proposed canal, would render the navigation very dangerous, there being
alnost constant fogs during the summer, The steamer * Miramichi”
draws 12 feet when loaded, but she is a passenger boat; all the other
freight steamers draw 18 feet. A good deal has been said and written, as
to the great advantages of the cinal to the trade of Prince Edward

Island and Nova Scotis, but I have never been ablo to realize the truth
of this, for this reason: the parts of Prince Edward Island where the .

largest shipments are made from, are in the north and east portion, from
which points Canso is nearer and more direct than the canal, while
Nova Scotia has no interest in the canal, whatever. In answer to the
4 questibn, whether the western parts of Nova Scotia on the Bay of Fundy,
would not be benefitted by the canal, I have to say that to my kgp;;v:
ledge, ;16thiug would induce a captain of a ship to use the canal to or

* from these ports, in consequence of the persisting fogs, and uncertain

B m——
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~“America, and this I say fréi my owh experience, 1 deem it absurd 16"

currents, for there is no more dangerous navigation in the whole of North

suppose that anything from Newfoundland would be ehlpped through
the canal, as the distance thereby would be very much greater. In going.
from Ports of Newfoundland to St. John, N.B., or State of Maine, there
would be a eaving of time and distance by the preseqt routes; steamers.
are fast superseding sailing vessels in these waters.

I am agent for chartering ships as well as for effecting insurance ;
I cannot take freights to St. John or the Bay of Fundy at the same rate -
as to Boston or New York. e

The rate o Boston is $2.25 per ton, while I cannot get any to St
John at-$2 50 in- consequence of the dangers of navigation; the game
remerk applies to St. Andrews and St. Stephens. ~ Freight from Boston
is carried by steamers, there is no return freight by sailing vessels from
St. John; steamers could not sustain themselves in the trade without
having a part return cargo. Ihad to pay 60c. per ton for ballast at
Boston. T

.

Mg. 8. . HOLMES, M.P.P.:—Knows nothing personnlly on the
subjeot. Has not given 1t the consideration it merits.

HALIFAX. .
CAPTAIN DAVID HUNTER:—Am Port Warden; have been

at sea some 36 years; am well acquainted with the coasting trade of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ; in the trade to the West Indies and
Newfoundland for 25 years.

From thic general coast of Nova Scotia, the route which would be
choson by steamers would be through the Gut of Canso, not by the pro-
posed canal. . ‘

The Bay of Fundy with its curronts and f'oga durmg the summes
season, as well a8 existing rocks, would in my opinion render the latter -
route dangerous There would be no advantage gained to Nova Scotia
by the canal in any trade from any of our ports to or from the
“West Indies. There is one vessel trading between Halifax and St.
John of about 120 tons, which oails about every fortmght ‘A
small steamer also runs between tlna latter port and Bay of Minsg
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Annapohs—but tlus trade is-not effected by, nor does n-

whatever between the North shores of New Brunswick, Nowfound
land, and the West Indies that would require to go through the
canal Vessels from Pictou gbmg to South Ameriéa and the West

roposed canal for its feeding. There is scarcely any trade

have-been to inorease the tonnags of vessels, there being a greater

economy in sailing large than small vessols. The draught of a vessel
—of 500- tons- would b from-18-to 20 feet, and.the-canal for such craft
would be useless, I could not from my experience and knowledge of
the trade recommend the construction of the canal at an estimated cost of
$8,000,000, nor do I-sce that any advantage could be derived from it to
an adequate extent. Vessels from the United States that go to the -
_ Straits and Gulf to fish, now go through the Gut, and would riot use the

safer in every respect to go by that route. The tendenoy of late years o

canal, for the reason that they have to come to the south shore for salt,
bait and other supplies, and therefore go through the Gut. A sailing
vessel leaving Cape Ann or Gloucester, would get down to tho fishing
grounds by the Gut quicker than she would through the canal via the
Bay of Fundy. The prevalence of the wind in summer would be fair
——going-out-from the north- shore-of Nova Scotia through the Gut of .
Canso, but to make the Bay of Fundy and canal from Pictou the wind
would be contrary during the same period. ‘ ‘

GEORGE P. BLACK, Fsq,, Agent Grand Trunk Rallway and Now
England and Nova Scotia Steamship Company for the last 10 years:—"
- The freight of flour from Montreal vid Graud Trunk Railway to Portland
and from thence by steamer to Halifax is, in the summer season, 40 conts
por barrel ; the lowest rato of freighte from Montreal to Portland I have
ever known ‘was 20 conts a barrol, but gonerally tho rate ranges botweon

30 cents and 40 conts, that is if its destination is Portland ; flour from

 ried from Portland in sailing vessels, who 1ake return cargoes of plaster.
Including Halifax and the ports of Nova Scotia on the Bay of Pundy, the -
receipts of flour by the Grand Trunk Railway, vid Portland, was 150, 000
barrels in one year; of this amount only about one-third is received in
summer (6 months), while the romainder is brought in the winter

Canada to the various ports of Nova Scotia onithe Bay of Fundy,iscar- .
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‘ months.  The flour trade is about 50 per cent of the trade carried over
j~———————the-Grand Trunk - Railway in this Proviucs; the other 50 per cent being ™~
- pork, butier, grain, and other produce, also all desoription of manufac-
tures ; the above trade could not in any way be affected by the con.
struction of the proposed Baie Verte Canal, for the reason that the
froight now paid is loss than it could be by vessel from Montreal by
steamer or vessel to Baie Verte and thence, through the canal, to-any des-

Being ugent of the New England and Nova Scotiq Bteamship Co., I

am ablé to say that no bonofit whatever would result to the trade between -
Nova Scotia and the United States by the construction of the canal-inag—
much as the prosent route is more convenient and shorter, The steamers
carrying fish, and trading between Prince Edward Island and Boston,are
of about 1,000 tons, and they always call at Halifax on their way to and
from Boston. I have examined the trade returns (official) for 1874, now
. shewn, and in-the total exports-of $7,183,007, the growth and produceof =
~--————--Nova Scotia to various countries shewn agstated, I liave to 88y thatno ™~
. part whatever would be affected by the proposed canal, I have also exa. -
‘mined the samo returns of imports, amounting to $10,907,330, from -
the various countries named, and have to declare that, in my opinion, no

part of them could bo carried through proposed canal if built. ’

JOHN DOULL, Esq., Merchant:—Have beon in business for. tho
 last twenty-fivo yoars ; am acquainted with the general trade of the coun-

- try; considering the cost of the proposed canal from Baio Verte and Bay
of Fundy, I am from my oxperience obliged to say, that no equivalent
would be roceived to warrant the outlay; considering that such a canal
would bo open only six months in the year, and on the upper part of the -
Bay of Fundy in coming in and going out of canal there would be a
delay of twelve hours a day, the result would be, that its availablo oapa-
cities would simply extend three months in the year.

CAPTAIN GEO. MACKENZIE :—Am a Steamboat Agent; havo
been 29 years at sea as a seaman; if I was in command of a vessel from
" the St. Lawrence to thc Bay of Fundy, considering the time to be taken
to go through tho proposed canal, a8 well as-the detention that might .
arise from the half tide canal, and the more dangerous navigation of the
Bay of Fundy, [ would 'prefer the route by the Gut of Canso. CAsto’
Halifax, and othier ports -on the south coast of Nova Scotis, no question
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whatever arises as to the Gut of Canso boing the best thnt can be ueed. T
" The distance from the St. Lawrence, to South Amencs or the West.

Indies is much shorter Ly the Gut of Canso, or Cape No rlh tban it

would be by the canal.

I am acquainted wit's the navngatlon of the Bay of Fundy, and wnth

its strong currents and fogs; I do not think it safe, espicially to

strangers who would require pilots. ‘Il the event of & cg0al being

built, tugs would have to be used at both ends, on Baie Verto rind in Bay

of andy ; tolls on tha canal would also act unfavorably to ite bemg used.

e s = T —
S 7 ,

J. 8. MOLEAN, Esq,, wholosale grocer B § have beon in husiness
some 20 years; I have given much considoration to the subjeot of the
proposed canal; it is only fair to say that I am largely engaged in
- business with north shoro of New Brunswick, and should the canal be
-~ built it would-probably improve it.-- Still-I have been opposcd-to-such - —--
—--canal-on principle, and canuot see how, in any way, its construction can ' .
benefit Nova Scotia. $8,000,000 is 4 very large sum, and, in my opinion, "
could be better spent on other works in the Maritime Provinces; various
improvements are required ; a railway bridge at St. John is one of them,
80 a8 to connect our railway systom with that of tho United States. The
cheapening of transport that would follow‘wouldbe of general benefit,

DANIEL ORONAN :—I have keon engaged in shipping and genoral -
business with the West Indies and Gulf Ports for the last 43. years; I ..
havo no business that would be injured by the construction of the Baie
Vorte Canal, but from my exporience and the knowledge I have of the
business of the Maritime Pr: ovinces, I consider its construction would be,

a usoless expenditure of publin money ; it would not benefit trade with
the Wost Indies, from the Gulf or North Shore Ports of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, for all would prefer using the Gut of Canso or going
round Cape North, as circumstances may direct, to' using the propo-
Sed canal ; the same remark would apply with greater force to the
trade of South _America, a3 it is advantageous for skips to sail out along
way to the east. From my knowledge of the American fishing vessels, I

- am quite sure they would not take the cenal in preference to the present

- routes. Iam a director of a Marine Insurance Company, and if I was
asked the rate vid Canso or the canal, I would say much less by the -
Canso route than by the canal from Gulf Ports, in consequerice of the
1noreased dangers of navigation by strong currents and fogs in the Bay

o
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of Fundy. As far as tho St. John trade is concerned, I would say that a
railroad from Shédiae to St. John is sufficient for its purposes.

In my opinion there is no prospective increase of *rade that would
lessen the conditions that at present exist adverse to the canal.

JAMES B. MORROW, Esq.:—Have been engaged in general busi-
ness for some years; I am a partner in the. Cunard Co., and ageat also
for tho Allan lmo of steamers. From a general knowledge of the trade
it is difficult for mo to see how the construction of the proposed canal
could bo of any benefit to Nova Scotia, pm txcularly for vessels of only 16
feot draught.

At present, trade is much paralysed—for some years past a large

- business has beon carried on between Montreal and South America. The .

vossols in this trade are o” a large class, and they call at- Pictou or Gape
Broton mines to take in ccal for Montreal, where they lond lumber, eto.;
such vessols, however, are too large for the depth of water in the contem.
plated canal. The size of vessels has'beon on the increase of late yoars,

- it being more economical to carry in a large ship than in a small one, - I

am of opimon, that tho navigation of the Bay of Fundy, with its ourrents
and fogs, would not be ¢s safe as that of the gutof Canso, more especially

to strangera. I have personal knowledge of the navigation of the Bayof .

Fundy. In coming’ through the Gut of Canso from the north, the fog
is apparent outside at sea, but it is quite clear in the Gut;—in tho Bay
of Fundy it would be the reverse. Seamon accustomed to navigate the
Bay of Fundy know all its difficulties,-and do not regard its navigation
as particularly dangerous, but to strangers it presonts groat difficulties.

The amount of trade which would go through the canal, if built, ap-
pears to mo to be so small that it would be highly impolitic to construct
it at such a cost as at the ostimatod nmount of $8,000,000.

- WLhL[AM STAIRS, Esq.——-Havo been 6ngaged for many ye&rs in
general business in this city. 1 have given & good deal of consideration
to the prospect of building the Baio Vorte Canal. " It has been a difficulty
with me to soe advantages to be. obtamed corresponding with its groat

" cost. Inm not intimately acquainted with the navigation of the Bay o B
" Fundy, and probably its dangers, which many reofer to, are over-rated by

estimating somothing they know httle about; those that kuow the least
of it are tho most frightened.
+ 1do not sce from tho exporta and impoxta of Nova Sceotia, how the
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construction of the proposed canal could affect them, but one of emaller - B

dimensions might prove advantageous to local trade, and perhaps in half
a contury- a larger one might hecome necessar y

CAPTAIN LEWIS A.NDERSON, Inspector Marine Insurance Com-

panies :—Have been at sea since 1833, and Master since 1843 to 1870, I - °

am well acquainted with the navigation of the‘St Lawrence_below Que-
bes and round Nova Scotm, I am intimate with the West India and
South America trade; I have conmdered the project of a canal to conneoct
the Gulf with the Bay of Fundy ; as a se2man, I declare that T would
. use the Gut of Couso or Cape North in preference to any canal. For the
Wost Indies it is shorter from the St. Lawrence by the Gut of Canso, and
for the South American trade by Cape North to get easting; i am not
intimately acquainted with the fishing trade with the United States, it
is carried on in vessels from 90 to 120 tons; I do not think that theso
vessels would uso the caual going or coming to the fshing grounds, the
time would- be greater by the canal,-anu if there were any tolls it would =
add matermlly to the disadvantages. Veasels employod in tho South Ame-
rican trade are generally of a larger class, drawing from 16 to 18 feet of
water, and consequently could’ not avail themsolves of such & canal, I
do not see any kind of advantage to acorue to trado by the oonstruct:on
“ofa cansl at & cost of $8,000,000; it might, I suppose, be of some uso to
Prince Edward Island” ‘and 8t. John, but not,elsewhere; such a canal

H. A. HIND, M.A.:—In reply to your noto. roquesting nw to

commit to paper as briofly as possnblo the viows I had tho honour to
submit verbally to the Commission, on the sdbjoct of the Baie Verte
Canal, on tho 28th instant, I now present a condensed “statemont of
the opinions I have formed on vavious topics relating to the work.

-Ibeg to state, at.the outset, that these opinions Are the resalt of
study and observation pursaed without referonce to tho Baie.Vorte
Canal, but, when appliod to the proposed plan of construction, thoy
appear to have a bearing upon its fitness, as contemplated for permanent

: __,navxgation, and consequently upon its commer

us; slecess,
Being necessarily limited, and from the oxdoptional circumstancos

under which this communication is written, being without access to
works of reference, 1t w;ll not only bo condonsed but oxprossed in gon~

oral terms,

- .
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With a view to systematize the statements made, I shall tr eat thom

under soparato hoads, and first notice the physical stracturo -of the
Tsthmus in rolatlon to the proposed canal.

“The Old B3 of the Maccan River across Baie Verte Isthmus.
A
There is strong evidence to show that this river, with its tributary,

the Hebert, now debouching into Cumberland Basii;, at ‘& former epock;
ran directly into Buio Verte; it is also very probable that this old Macean
Bwer channel is now in part occupied by the La Planche or Mlssaguasb
and the Tidnish Rivers. -

The subject of old river valleys is one of paramount nmpoxtance in
surface” geology, and as a rule it may be stated that fow rivers now
occupy the same valleys continuously, in which they flowed bofore the
~drift epooh They have re-excavated much of their old valleys, but often
now flow in more recent. depressions, sometimes remote from their
original channels,

I think that before the drift period the Maccan pursued a due north-
east course to the sea across the present isthmus, and debouched into

“Baie Verta, which extended more inland than it now does.

At this period the tides of the Bay of Fundy did not reach 50 far
north-east as the now Cumberland Basin.

I think that the old channel of the Maccan has been detected by bor-
ings at the summit or divide between the bays ; it is iu part filled with

- drift olay and {n part by moro recent marine alluvmms, and posslbly also
fresh water alluvion.

... The “ Pass” in the divido, descnbed by Mr. Keefer, is a part of the
old vulloy of the Maccan, but it is not necessanly the lowost depression
exlstmg in the dmde.
these considersble mtervals there may be a8 lower depression, and oneé
not necessarily underlying the ¢ high mosaes” - At the divide, but under
the drift olays. As known, however, the summit pass in the rock is
stated-to-be aboat 4 feet lower than the average mean range of high
tides, and if the clay and moss were removed from this old channel, the
waters of the Bay of Fundy would sweep through to Baio Verto with &
- depth of four feet at the average mean rango of high water, and with a N
depth of eight feet during maximum spring tides, and with a depth of

_._ fourtesn feet during a ¢ Saxby storm.” .
But, as already stated this is far from being the probable lowest )
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pomon of the old Maccan Valloy, cut through the rock on the Baje Verto

Isthmus, and it becomes & question of some moment to find the lowest .

" port of this concealed water-courss. As it is, there s a gut already ex-
isting, but cho'xed up with moss and drift or alluvial deposits. Is it not
worth while examming the nature and oxtent, of this old choked up river
bed, which if cleaned out forms, a3 will be shown in the sequel, tho very
canal of which we are in quest X

.

Results of cleanmg out the old Bed of tm Maccan, and estabmhmg an open
passage or gut across the Isthmus.

Lot us suppose this old Maccan Valloy ;to be cleaned ont to a depth
of fifteen or elghteen foot below the m ean level of the s at Baio Vorte,
and twonty feet below the same mean level at Cumberland Baem, or to
the depth of the botlom of the rivers now emptying into the Basin, snch
as the Tintamare, the Missiguash, the LaPlanche, &c. These depths

~are assumed, firat, beoauso they exist in great part already as natural
oxcavations; secondly, because if continued from Bay to Bay they

would form a canal satisfying the requlred conditions of depth, aud its

width, oxcept for the present at one central point is of rp material fm.
portance as that can be regulated without difficulty withm limits vary-
ing from 300 to 500 yards.

Taking the maximum range of high water above the mean level of
tho soa in Cumberland Basin, we find from the elaborate tables in the
Roport of M. Baillargé that the rise is as follows :—

: 4 feot. '

Aveiage mean range of high water......c.cieieiiaiann 94.08
Mean level of the 86a.....ciecnis vecsrersevessanetasosnasrreneseT1,12
Difference or fall crrvenneees 1 22,96

Or in round numbers 23 feet. That is to say tho high tides in Cumber-
land Basin rise on an iwemge, twonty-three feet above the mean level of
the sea in Baie Verte, and if -an open cut existed, as on the. LaPlanche

“and Tldnish line, the waters of Cumberland Basin would have a fall of
about one foot per mile in their descent to Baie Verte, supposing they,

o had to fall to the mean level of the sea,

This is a considerable lcss fall than actudly occurs every. day and .

every night throughout the year from Cumberland Basin to Chlgnooto
- Bay, and in many other parts in the Bay of Fundy.
But in our '“PPOBQd open out the fall would not approach ono foot

4
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per m:lo, for the maximum range of high tides in Baie Verto s 4.63 fost
above the mean lovel of the sea. Now if the period of high water wore
attained in both bays at the samo moment of time, the fall from Cumber.
land Basin to Baio Verte would be 22.96 feet loss by 4.63 foet, or 18 foot -
4 inches {n 20} miles, which is at the rate of 10.7 inches per mile.

But the tides in Baie Veérte attain their maximum elevation 2 homs
and-30 minutos sooner than the tides in Cumberland Basin, Hence it is
already (excluding the stand) more than two hours ebb at Baie Verte

~when i is Tl flood at Cimborland Basin. This difference inoroases
the fall from the basin to the Baie to about 19 feot 4 inches i in 20% miles,
or noarly 11§ inches per mile.

During ordinary tides the fall would be considorably less, durmg a

-4 8axby Storm” it would, as will now be shown, not oxceed the daily
fallin ‘many parts of the Bay of Fundy and the tnbutary rivars,

Fall and speed of current in the Bay of Fundy compared with thc fau and
speed of current in an open Baie Verte Gut.

The swing of the tides in the Bay of Fundy extends hoxizontullv
over the distance of about 30 mnles, that is to say, a vessel in a caln,
starting from the mouth of Au Lo at the first turn of the obb, would
drift about 30 miles before sho would be brought to a stand by the incom-_
ing flood 5} hours after she had left tho mouth of the Au Lac. In about
- the same period of time, neglecting in both cases the stand of 20 minutes

at each turn of tho tide, she would be brought back to ho- ariginal start-
ing point by the flood. During this period she drifts in round numbers
about 30 miles in say 6 honrs (not including the stand), that is at the
rate of 5 miles an hour, which is about the averago rate of current along
the line of route. But what oxtont of vertical displacoment with regard
to the lovel of tho sea is passod through by this vessel? In descending
from the Au Lac'she fhlls with the tido from a position varying from 24
to 19 foot above the mean level of the sea to nearly tho same rolative
vortical space below it, in other words she falls with the tido over 40
foot in 30 miles during springs-and at flood tide she rises through the'
same vertical spaco. This is at tho rate of one foot four inches _per mile,
'No ono can say that this ocourrence, which constantly and daily takes
place throughout the season of navigation, is attehded with danger, and
yet the fall is veiy consxderably groater than would occur either ‘way
through & Baie Verte Gut. ’

' In fect the Strait joining Cumberland Basin and Ghigneobo Channel
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representa in all parhculam such a gut, only with vory increased fall ;-
40 foot in 30 miled in‘place of 19 foet in 20 miles; ono foot, four inches

fall per milo, instead of barely one foot per mnle, and even taking the
extremo high tides and tho abnormal tides, such as the * Saxby Storm,"
~in no instance would the possible fall or current through a Baie Vorte
" Gut, approach the actual fhll and ourront which ocour twice every day

in Cumberland Straits, through which vossols sail with easo and

security, -
. * 1

Eﬂ’ect of an open canal, 500 yards broad, on thc Marshes oj
Gumberland Basm

The elovation of the marshes .and hogs around Cumbe“land Basin,
~ for more than soven ‘miles ‘inland, is stated to be about 18 feot 6 inches
(18:68) above the mean level of the sea. Nowhere under those marshes
and bogs as far as bormgs onable us to Judge, hes solid rook been found
bonoath them at a less depth than from 19 to 24 feet, and, frequently, it
is at groater depth. -- In other words, the bed rook under the marshes is
always below the mean lovel of the sea, in the Baio Verte Isthmus. Thero
may be “islands” of rocks which rise above tho lovel, as woll as great
islands of dnﬂ but, generally, it may bo statod- A3 the result of borings,
that the rock surfaco is below tho level of the ocoan

, But the bogs, marshes and vast tidal mud doposnls are the work

directly or indirectly, of the Bay of Fundy tides. In other words, these
tides have succeeded in so far carrying on a process of repair that they
have been instrumental in protecting and accumulating a stratum of mud,
sand, peat, and clay, averaging twenty foet in thickness over very many
square miles,

Mr. Baillirgé's seotions of.the slope of the rock inland from Cume
berland Basin, show that the present channel of the basin exposed at low
- water resembles in every particular that of an excavated river bed, and

such would be the ultimate form of a Baie Vorte Gut. . '

Bat it is a proteoted river bed, protected from ourrents and ice by 2
littoral cordou of Boulders forming a permanent zono at & fixe. and un.
changeable depth below high water,

Movo -or disturb that zone of boulders or littoral cordon, and-the

.equilibrium;of the wholo systom will bo destroyed, and banks first, then
the marshes will bo invaded and denuded, if not artifioially proteoted.

The entrance 10 a river such as the Tintamare can be protected
aud improved by low training walls, as horeafter desonbed, but these
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must bo constructed on the same principles as nature has adopted in
constr ucting the protecting littoral cordon, . :

It is contended that by making uso of the old valley of the Macean

* int Baie Ver to, and adopting the simple me:ns which have been used

for 180 years in the Bay of Fundy marshes to limit the tidal action, an
open gut ox canal without lock, or artificial embankments or piers at the

~.. Bay.of Fundy centrance, -can bo constructed with but one check gate, or -
gates at the summit, as a mere tomporary plecautxonm 'y measure,

The gut will first determine aud then maintain its own width in pro-
portion to-the size of the check gates, or cut through the rock at the sum-
mit, if an old channel should not be found wide and deep enough.

It will be_a river at the flood, flowing through tidal marshes toward
Baie Verte, just like the Annapolis, the Shubenacadie, the Avon and the

_ Kennetcook. At the ebb it will bo a river flowing from Baie Verto to

_the: Bay of F Fundy, just like the sea pouring its waters twice g_day in

the bed of the Sain’. John, until it forms an even surface over whxch )
vessels may pass.

The quantity of water and its offects coming into the Bay of Fundy 7
from Baie Verte, during six howrs, will be compensated by the quantity of
water going out to the gulf in the next succeeding six hou: 8,

Equilibrium in all cases will ensue, for the acting forces aro veryr

_nearly equal, and operate under similar conditions.

It may be urged that it will take a long time for the open gut to
protect its own banks by a littoral cordon, because the material boulders ’
arg not at hand in sufficient quantities.

- But if -the owners of dyke lands on the Bay of Fundy want to filla —-

hroad open gully running through the marshes, they do not usoe -
boulders.
A fow fascines, branches of spruce or young spruce troes accom-

plish the work far better than thousands of tons of stones. They arrest

the mud and become consolidated. Placed in a proper position as
groynes, they very soon fill up in the rear, and a gully half & mile long, .
and & hundred yards broad, and thirty feet deep will, by judicious adjust-
ment of spruce branches and smail trees, becomo filled up and blended

. with the marsh in a very fow years by tidal action alone, as shown by

experience.
"The best engmeering construchve shll has been at & loss to diviso 8

-~ more simple, | pracncal and thoroughly adequate method to reclaim tho
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- dyked lands than. the aboideay of the first Fronch so! rkr« which is still
univorsally used throughout the dyked land ares. S

It will not escapo notice that an open commumcauon botweon tho
Buy of Fundy and Baio Verto has once existed, and tiic only momorials

it has left of its action and pofonoy aro the narrow deprossions botweon —~ ¢ R

the drift ridges occupxed oy the swamps and “ High Mosses,” from

- which tke Ta Plancho and the Missaguash on tho one side,and the . _
Tidnish on tho othor, take their riso in common; and from mosses

searcoly higher than maximum high tides, in the Bay of Fundy. Old

channols must exist under theso, for thore is positivo ovidence-that - —
within compxmtnvely rocont times, the wholo isthmus, and indeed the ——
whole country has been submerged and ﬂlowly risen again. The last

channel would probably be that through which the Macean once flowed,

and a search for it, even though it be narrow, conld scarcely fail to bo
. attended with success, — e

*Commercial advantages resulting from an open Baie Veste Gut.-—Oharacter
of the Baae Verte Gut.

From tho statement of altitudes already made it wnll appear wnthout
exp]anahon (¥*) that a gut occupying a channel 15-138 foot below the mean
lovel of the sea at Baie Verto, and 20 foot below the samo lovel at the
Bay of Fundy, would at all times prosent a navigable stream, with a min-
_ imum depth at the pivot or oscillating point at the summit of tho divide,

or wherever it might bo placed, of 12-15 foet below the mean level of the L

soa. The current_would never oxceod five knots an-hour; tho flow
__would be constant and uninterruptcd one way or anotlior, like the River
St. Joku at its mouth, but without any vmpediment. It would form a salt
water river with nover less than 12-16 feot of water from Baie Verte to
. the Bay of Fundy, all tho way down Cumberland Straits, through which
steamors might pass at all howrs day_or night, either up or down,
. It would oxercise no appreciable offeot on the helght of the flood
- tides below Boss' Pomt but it would affect tho height of the flood tide
above that point, and this advantageously In all its.commercial rela-
 tions it would be- a first-olass stream, and it may bo made to asswINe &
breadth of 300 or 500 yards, accordmg to the sectional arca of tho cheok-

*) Norn.- -This depth 43 wholly depandent upon the depth of the cut through the mmm!t, which do-

Varmines- (he depth- throughout—— :
| S -
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way to bo cut (if not found) at the summit, In the article pubhshed in

the Canadian Monthly, on the *Ice Phenomona of the Bay of Fundy," I

have already alluded to the probability of a lower depress:on than those
dmcovmed by recont surveys.

Itis a notewort,hy fact that thh such a gut a8 described, steam
uavigatlon would be wholly independent of the tides, for both at low

~water-a8- well as at high-water thero-would be-at- loast~12:16 feet in the"

channel throughout Gut and Strait.

‘Thero is however, one feature which would bo presenbed requiring
notice. Whilo the tide way, and hence the current in the Cumberland
Straits, leading from Chignecto Channel, would remain, as heretoforo,

nearly up to the period of the tide, acquiring the mean lovel of the sea at )

the western entrance of the Gut; yet after that elovation had been
attained, tho current would be accelorated in the straits, and during the
ebb under similar condltlons, it would be accolerated about the mouth of
. the Gut, in the estuaries of the Maccan and Herbex t, but not to a disad-
vantageous extent, Tho offeot which tho Gut would produce on the high .

_. tides in Cumberland Basin would doubtless be beneficial, for it eould not——

“fail to ‘diminisb their height, and this would lessen the curront ﬂowmg
to Baio Verte through the Gut, ‘

I have not had the advantage of perusing Capt. Crawloy 8 Roport on ‘

the Baie Verte Canal, in which he discusses the probable effect of an
open gut on the marshes, but from numerous obstructions on the great
tidal estuaries in the Bay of Fundy, I have confidence in the maintenance
of the banks intact, throughout the length of the Gut, in the same man-
nor a3 they are prosorved intact in many notable instances in rivers

‘ enwrmg the Minas Ba.sm, of equal magnitude as the one supposod

 And in its commercial aspoot their can, I venture to say, be no
questxon whatover of the advantages which would accrue to the Domin-

ion-if-a-Gut-like-that-of -Canso, buton & “smaller scale, shiall once again
ocoupy the position it, in earlior ages, had scooped out and maintainod
until by the slow rising of the land :t became.so gontly obliterated as to
leave no more deeply scared record of its' former oxistence than a uni-
form moss coverod surfhco, which while it suffices to hido it from-view,

is strong enough to resist the supposed all powerful encroachmonts of -

the Bay of Fundy tldes. -
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Probablc qfect of the ciosing of the former wide passage on Marme hfa in the
. ‘Glf of Saint Lawrence.

It is well known that remiins of vast beds of oysters are to be found .
all along the gulf coust of Now Brunswick, the aouth side of I’rmCe
Ed\vard Is]and and pmt of Nova Scotia.

Theso old bods ¢ ofdead sholls lio tlcr upon tior, and whilo in some
localities they indicato a raising of the sea bottom, and in otker places a IR
subsidence, yet the uniform destruction points to a climatal change, orto . !
a deprivation of cortain kinds of fish food.

Who in tho light of tho recent discoveries mmlo by the United States
Coast Survey, and by tho Officers of tho ‘Dominion Department of
Marine and Fisheries, is bold enough to say that the almost extinction _ E
of tho oyster over some hundred miles of our Gulf Coast is not connected - T
~with the natural slow closing of the former passago through the prosent ° '

Baie Verte Isthmus, and the chango which has in consequence resulted
in the marine climato of tho waters of that part of tho coast.

When it s shown that not only the wide spreading remains of
various marine animals, but also living surviving ‘colonios are found _
near “the south shore of the Guif of Saint Lawrence and near to Baie R
Verte, and also near the great mouth of the Bay of Fundy, on the coast ]
of Maine, but very rarely, if at all, in the intermediate vast space .of o
‘Atlantio Coast strotching from the south part of Nova Scotia to the Gulf
at North Capo, except perhaps-in certain sheltered nooks, it is strong. ...
presumptivo evidence that these rémains and these surviving colonies so
situated, aro related to the physlcal changes which resulted from the .
closing of the Isthmus, ... ~iswr . o E

In the roports of tho different ‘engineors on the subject of the pro-
posed canal, attention is called to tho detrimental effect which might be -
__produced on the Baic Verte Fisheries, by the introduction of Bay of
‘Fundy tidal mud, and of the mosses and ‘muck’ swopt away by the
“floating ditch” systom so long pursued lhroughout the Sackvnlle
marshes.

Surely it is but fair to look at this question in acomprehensnve
“‘manner, and point to tho amazing benofit which might result to industry -
‘and commerce, if even a tithe of the former mar ino life wore reproduced )
on the coasts of Nor thumberland chtmnel which existed w:ben‘ the
isthmus was a straxt.




- 10d , RVIDENOE GIVEN BRFORS THE -

‘And-this branch of the subject I venturo to notice here, not because
T *hink that a great or specdy good in that direction could result from 4
channel 500 yards broad, when one has existed fivé miles or mors in
~ breadth, although island studded, but beco;use it tends to show that the
" yesult-would be in favor rather of unmixed good, as dist mguiehei ﬁ'om 8
fleoting and at the best a speculative harm.

e e A gingle year's. income of the oyster trade of tho United States
would suffice to construct the most expensive artificlal canal ever con-
templatoed across the Isthmus, and the resuscitation of a very limited area -
of old oyster feedmg grounds in Northumberland Straits, and the trade
arising therofrom, if properly pursucd; a8 is now done in France would,

I submit, in a fow years pay all the oxpensos-of an opon gut across the
Isthmw oven though it should not oxceod 500 yards in broadth.

Theso pbservations apply also to marine lifo and fish food generally,

in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Bay of Fundy, having a very wide

and important bearing, but which I am unable to introduce hore. ~ —

The gradual subsidénce of the Isthmus.

~."Fhe ultimate formation of such a gut as contemplated in preceeding
paragraphs, is inewtable, according to conolusiona drawn from obser-
vations,

But it must be noted that in many localitics the change of land in
_relative posntion as reforred to the moan level of the sea, partakes of an
osoillatory character. A portion, for inctance, of the Isthmus, may give
conclusive evidence of recent subsidence, another portion equally strong
evidence of recent elevation ; but these relative changes of level may -
bo wholly subordinate to & general elevation of ‘& ~vory wide area. |
Undoubted ovidence exists, however, of the recent olevation through ten
‘feot and "1pwards abovo the mean esa levol of considerable area in the
Maritime Provinces and .Nowfoundland within tho last 150 years.
There is also equally strong evidence of conhguous and intermediate
areas undergoing » subsidence to an equal extent within tho last 16%
years, showing when the lines are conneoted a wave-like or undulatory

motion over a vast area. '

Again, thore is evidence to show, and this appliee to the. Bme Verto
Tsthmus, that an area may locally nse, and thenafter a penod of greater
or lvsa extent, locally subside. -

And yot when taken—in- connectxon mth 8 wxde Aren, the general
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eﬁ‘eot isa aubsxdonce or an olovation as the case may be. The looal dis-- 2k
placements being oscillations in a moro comprehensive movement, .
A part of the Baie Verto Isthmus shows conclusively a very rocent ‘

local subsidence, like some of the islands in Passamaquoddy Bay on the -
~ boundary line, Another portion rather tends to confivm the ideaofno -
very recent vertical movement, 8o that all the phenomena havo to be

grouped together bofore a definite concluslon can_be stated with refor-
" ence to any particular point.
- But with regard to the whole of the Bay of Fundy, and this most
touches the point in question, although local -difforoncos ocur, yet it is
found necossary in nearly all the great dyked districts, oven hundreds ~
of miles apart to raise the dykes by at least a foot or more to place them -
in a state of supposed security. Tho inforence from this is that tho -
marrhes aro settling or the tides rising, or the whole country subsiding, __
Thave glanced at this subject in the articlo before referred to on tho ‘
“ Ico Phenomena of the Gulf,” but I have not thore.inentioned a most
1mport.ant evidonce of general submdence which is of paramount mterest
in the case under review.

Dnrmg the last 115 years, three well-known invasions of the tidal

waters of the Bay of Fundy have swopt away all the dykes from Cum-
borland Basin to Cornwallis, _

These periods were as follows : ) ) ; ‘
_In the year 1789, -

In the year 1828, : _ . ‘ S
_In_the yoar 1869. __ __ . _ T L

— —-Now the dykes in some distriots wore several years in rebuilding, and
~—during that period a foot or moro of mud was deposited on them.

The law limiting tho helght of the marshes is this: “The lovel of
the marshes is that of mean high water. ” = :

. The result of Mr. Bailliarge's sm'veys shows that now this dykod land
and marshes in Cumberland Basin are from one to threo feot bolow the
plano of mean high tides. During the successive invasions of the tidal
waters in 1759, 1328 and 1869, the accumulation of mud which takes
place with a.sibhishing rapidity ought, and in many known instances has, :
raisod the marshes to the theoretical plarie, beyond which they cannot .~ ~———
rige, I think I have found the record of these former invasions in thin — . '
__films of vegetable matter, remaining still undecompoeed liko the stumps
of the * submergod forest” in Cumborlnnd Basin, -
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- The throe recorded instances of invasion and overflow, are probably -
but a fow out of many suvcessive ovorflows to which the marshes have
been subject, but bofore the dyking of the murshes thess would occur
over salt marsh, which would always preserve its relation to thé plane of
mean high water, so that rocords can only be found on dyked marsh
whero the influx of tidal waters has beon provented, and the evidence
afforded by theso is, that the subsidence is greator than would be pro.’
duced by consolidation or a local elevation of the tides, and also that
subsidence is a general phenomenon extending over wide costal
areas, and is locally subject to oscillation. One of these oscillations is
now ocwrring, as long ago shown by Dr. Gesner, in the great Tantamar
Macsh. - But this local subsidence in the Tantamar Marsh is a subject -
which appears to require oxhaustive investigation, for the evidonco enu.

- morated by Dr. Gesner, in the transactions of the Royal Geological

Society, for 1861, is very important and suggestive. In October, 1869, I
saw the mud-ladoned waters of the Bay of Pundy during the * Saxby
storm” ripple over a bed of fresh water shell maxl, lying at the inner edgo
of the dyked marshes, and in a position which left no doubt of a sub-

_ sidence. _ :

In this connection I may be permitted to state that tho great discre-

pancies whiel: exist in all published -descriptions; - rolating to the Baie

Yorto Isthm.{ls of the “red clay” deposits, the * mud” deposits, the
gravol, sand and clay,” the “rock" itsolf, make it essential that theso
should bo uniformly classified and uniformly described, in order to be

-understood, . '

The * red biay of the éountry" is stated to be found at the summit,
between Baic Verte and the Bay of Fundy, although many feet below the
highest tides, yot it may he :

. First, Glacial Clay.
Second, Boulder Drift Clay.
" 'Third, Alluvial Marine Clay.

Fourth, Alluvial Fresh Water Clay

One illustration wilt point out the necessity for this distinction, I have
found on an island in the warshes, uudoubted glacial drift clay, belonging to
the glacial drift period, also glacial drift clay filling protected hollows in the rocks
‘of the country, also glacial drift olay in the warshes overlaid by boulder drift
olay, which again is overlaid by receot alluvium+, I need not say that these
several kinds of clay differ vastly iv their toughness and composition, but ins
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geological poiut of view they have a special signiﬂoance and involve the physical

Mistory of the area where they oacur. :

If what I suppose to be the olc yalley of thekMaocal-i through the Isthmus,

is filled with glacial olay or bouide: Giift olay, the conolusion is, that it was
eztavated before the glacial drift period, and has not since been opened; if
with wmarine alluvium, in part overlaid by boulder drift, the same conclusion is
-arrived at, bat if itis filled with marine alluvium, posterior to the drift, it

shows that since the drift period there has been an open communication between -

Boie Verte and the Bay of Fundy, and the growing mosses which extend on
the summit below the level of high tides, appear not only to prove the latter
asiamption, but to show that it is of comparatirely very recent date, and this
may apply to other channels than that which conneots the Missaguash and
tbe La Planche with the Tidvish. ‘ _ ‘

It would appear from the foregoing, that I advocate on geologioal grounds
alone, an jmitation and reproduction on a small seale of nature's work—an open
Gut from Cumberland Basin to Baie Verte—having s depth of say 18 feet 6
inches below the wean level of the seaat Baie Vorto, and about the same depth
below the same level at the Bay of Fuody. This would admit of an wninter-

rupted passage for vessels drawing 15_feet of water, at_all perioda of the tide _

in both direotions, and vastly change the commercial character of the enter-
COPHse. e :
The results of the careful aud elaborate surveys which have been oon-

. ducted dugpg the past six years, enable the question of an open Gut to be in-

tell‘ger;tiy disc&'éseiij for it must be borne in mind that, without the careful
borings made at the summit level, disolosing one old passage, without the ad-
mirable series of tide tables so carefully and ably disoussed by Mr. Bailliarge,
it would have been impossible to have treated this subjoect otherwico than as
a purely speoulative one. ‘ ' =

It is now susceptible of praotioal demonstration, and with results to the
future of the Dominion, of far-penetrating and wide-spreading iufluence for ma-
terial good, - : ' ‘

The experiment of cutting a narrow ditch at the summit five feot broad
_at the bottom and dowu to th- rook, whers the known lowost spot exists, by

T L

removing the moss and oluy, and leavivg tho tide to search out the bothm of
the old channel, would settle the question of tidal action thiough an <pen Gut.

* Ttocould be accomplished for less cost than the expense of the surveys which

have shown it to be praoticable, or which have led. to the construction of the
... beautiful and elaborate models of the lock gates of a Baie Verte canal, now
~ lying in the office of tho Assistsnt Kogineer, in the Parliameutary buildings at

Ottawa, . - S S e

WS
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I concludo with a brief enumeration of the advantages which would arise
ﬂ-om an open Baie Verte Gut. :

1. The proounng of abundance of frosh fish bait, and tho speedy disoharge
of fares, are the foundations of suocess in the great fisheries, which represent

in the aggregate an annual income for the Maritime Provinces and Newfound-
land of $20,000,000, aud are susceptible of fast inorease, with a corresponding

trade,
" The Cnnadlan fisheries of the future will bear to the Canadian figheries of
the present day, the same relation as the old stage coach of a generation past

bears to the modern first-class rallway io regard to locomotion. A Baie

Verte Gut would afford speedy conneotion between great sea aress, where the -

different kinds of bait could be prosured at the different seasons when they are
required, and tho catch oured as s0on 88 taken. in sheltered and fog- proteoted
drylog grounds. ' :

. The modere European bait sleamer would become a posslblhty between
the Atlantic coast and a- wide raoge of the Gulf, where it is now debarred
from access; and the knowledge, skill and appliances of northers Europe could
be introduced ‘with vast advantages over the whole southern plateau of the
Gulf, and even far beyond its limits.

The mmultaneous sppearance of different kinds of good fishes on dlﬂ'er~

" ent parts“cf our coasts i3 “regulated by the approsoh of n marine isothermal

line, just as the snmultaneous budding of the same kind of vegetation through
fifty degrees of longitude- along a sinuous or culved line, is guided by the
same law,

If you can pass with celenty from cone posmon of the coast to another,
where the marine igothermal approsches later in tho sesson from the~ great—

feeding grounds, for instance, at the mouth of the Bay of Fundy to the vast
plateau in the southern part of the Gulf, you increase nroportlonally the area of
the available ﬁshmg grounds, and the area where proper bait is procurable
upon which the fisheriesy éependent

2. The grand questiqn’Cnnadlam have -to study in relation to future
commeroial and maritime pre<minence is, I apprehend, the extension of the season

‘ot navigation in the Lower Si. Luwrence and eouth part of the Guif for s

period of a month or six weeks longer than is postible on the Erie or. Rloheheu :

Canals, : -

So vast is the growing 1mportanoe of this subject, that on it hioges our -

future maritine supremaoy, and possibly out nationality. -

To ensure the oarrying trade of the grain of the West by the St. Law- -

xenco route, in a vessel which can load et Chioago and reach the open. 868




without breakmg l‘ulk, great efforts are now being made. The winter trans.

the timber and the fish oarrymg trade on this side of the Atlantio.

When all the great canals of the west are ice-bound, a calm and besutifal
“ summer sea” often extends from Bic or Gaspo to Baie Verte, and from Baie
Verte to St. Jobo, To render navigation as secure during these six weeks as
" during the late autumnul months, there is required a thoroughly equipped
maring, signal service, amply provnded with coast telegraphlines, and the solee-
tion and maiutenance of harbours of refuge. The coast navigation during this
period, would be iu effect conducted from the land, just as modera cosst fishing
operations in Europe, are direoted from telegraph stations on the land. In
such a coast navigation as is here conterplated, a Baie Verte Gut becomes an
essential element, ohiefly on account of the tidal phenomena in Northumberland
Straits, whioh wometimes causes eatly winter ice to accumulats in the great tidal
eddy which exists to > the east of Baie Verte.

3. The-fiscal regulations of the United States forbid a Canadian steamer,
canals and rivers to unload it at an American port. But a Canadiso steamer

unload it at St. John, there convert it into flour with Nova Scotian coal and
ship it to the great fish marts, in Canadian bottoms, thus utilizing home indus-
try throughout, and this by means of a Baie Verte Gut.

4. Ttis aduitted on all hands that the growth of the graia tnde:of the
West far exceeds the capacity of the available means of transportation; the

navigation cam continuo to act as carriers for six weeks betweoo Quebeo and
St. John via Baie Verte; and it is worth while remembering that overy mile
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" after takinig ' Awerican” whaat ‘at Chioago aqd esfrylag it through Canadian —

can take In American wheat at Chicago, aud when all other avenues are olosed,

- descent of the St. Lawrence with the improved canals san be sccomplished by
steamers direot from Lake Superior and Chicago, which at the close of inland -

portation of grain and flour by rail is also yearly augmentiog; but it bas I
_limit of cost which it cannot pass. - But if a vessel could load at Quebeo amd

deliver her load in December or early in January at St. Johu, or carry itaoross -
the seas, it would place in the hands of Canadians the control of the grain,

deducted from the cost of transporting a bushel of wheat to the sea-board, may
. bo Baid to throw profitable oultivation one m-le further back towards Red River
“and the Saskatchewan, so that, in effeot, as we cheapeu the cost of transporta”
tion of grain to the Dominion seaboard, s0 in proportion do we promote emi-
. gration to the North-west; and the key to the solution of this great pm‘blem
~ appeurd to 1ié in facilitatiog tho early winter navigation of the St. Lawrence,

* and thus more intimately conneoting the Maritime Provinces with their re- -




106 EVIDENOE GIVEN BEFORE THE

~ sources of coal and fish, with the grqln storehouecs of the west on the one
hnnd and the markets of the world on the other.

. OAPTAIN P. A. SCOTT R.N,, Halifax —Am chmrman of the
"Board of Examiners, Masters and Mates have been thir ty yoars about
this coast, generally employod on surveys, including the Bay of Fundy ;

from my experience and personal knowledge of the whole subject in -
connection with the proposed Baie Verte Canal, I have-nevor yet seen
any good reason for supposing that such a canal would bo of any groat
advantage to the trade of these Provinces. Tho trade from Quebeo and
down 'the St. Lawrence, is principally to the castward, (or say to Kurope)
consequently it would not use tho canal. I am not aware that there is
any trade of consequence betwoen Quebec and the West Indies. Having
commanded the Canadian cruisers for the protection of tho fisheries for
»  thespace of four years in the Gulf, and having visited the greater part of
the Ports of New Brunswick and Nova Scotis, I cannot suppcse that
vessols upon those coasts, with the exception of the American vessols,
would avail themselves of such a canal, and even tho Americans, if high
tolls were imposed, would not use it. I wish it to be understood that I
am speaking only for the present, as this and other works of oqual
~ magnitude may become necessary at-a future period. It is a wollknown
fact that insurance companies ask high rates on vessels navigating the .
Bay of Fundy on account of tho difficultios of navigation, strongth of
tides and dense fogs, also this would apply more to strangors. This canal .
would bo closed on an average, four months in the year, and only avail-
able at half tide, therefore reducing its availability to a great oxtent.

ADAM BURNS, Esq:—Iave beon in goneral business and as ship-
owiler for oighteen years. I have given some consideration to this
subject, and I know of no advantages such a canal would offor at all
commensurate with the heavy expendituro it would involve; I am also

nnested-with—the-lumber-trade;-and-have—saw -mills—on—the -Hum
River, on the North-wost Coast of Nowfound!land ; I have vessels constant-
ly trading with lumber to the States; the canal, if made, would not be
used by me, irrespective altogether of tolls, in consoquence of the great
difficulties to tho navigation of the Bay of Fundy, and the uncertainty of
the woather _prevailing there. I cannot beliove t.hat any Government
would be justified in undertaking awork mvolvmg such an enormous
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oxpense, and presenting so fow advantages at the prosent time g the
business commercial commanity of tlns Provmco

e

JOHN PUGH, Esq.:—Iama General Merchant. have been s}np
_master for some 20 years, trading all over the world. Iam well acquain-
ted with the trade of the Maritime Provinces, and the navigation of the
GulfSt. Lawrence generally. Rateof freight by sailing vessels range from
40 to 50c. per barrel ; vessels going to-Montreal from the West * Indies
...take return cargoes back of flour and otheér produce I have received o
~" flour from Montreal via Pictou, coming thence by steamer and thence by ‘ j
rail to Halifax, as low as 38 and 40 cents per barrel, but this is an §
unusual rate—rates of freight vary and in accordance with special agree- |
ment. There is very little difference between cost of transportation over S
the Girand Trunk Railway to Portland and stcamer to Halifax and that
down the St. Lawrence to Pictou by steamer, and thence by rail to
Halifax. I have no hesitation in saying that no scaman would use the
proposed canal for any large class of vessels in preference to the present
usual routes; nor yet would any underwriters take a risk on vessels - - ‘2
““taking that route without large increase in premium. I am acquaiuted
with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy, end know its currents, -
fogs and general difficulties ; I think it highly dangerous, more espe-
cially to strangers. Neither Nova Scotia nor Newfoundland would use - °
the canal if built.. For South American trade the same may be said—no
- vessel from the St. Lawrence would use it going to South America,

ey e i

Americans in fishing vesiels of 60 to 120 tons would not in my
opinion, go through the canal if built, either in going to or coming from -
the fishing grounds in the Gulf—as many of those vessels fish all along -
the coast of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton before going into the Gulf, . A !
They get bait and salt on this coast, and their fish is landed at Pnnce |
- Edward -Island-and—in-the-Strait—of-Ganso—-where—it-is- 1e-smpped -on—
steamers to Boston, the vessels return to the fishing grounds for another
cargo and so on till the end of the season. I do not think it would be ,
in the publici interest to expend such a sum as §8,000,000 on the proposed - -
canal; acquainted as I am with the trade and navigation of the Mari-
time Provinces, it really scems to me a 'foolish project. I think the
railroad from Shédiac quite sufficient for the local trade from Prince - -
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Ed GZ d Tsland and nelghbounng places to St. John; if this railroad -
connected with the American raxlroad by a bridge at St. John, it
ould be of great public advantage. From Dalhousie and other ports
oh, the Baie des Chaleurs, a large quantity. of shingles is shipped to Hali- *
. fgax or the West India market and como through the Gut of Canso,

4.

- OAPTAIN PETER COFFIN:—Have been at sea most of: my
life—from age of 14 to 65. 1 do not think that the . proposed canalis
required in the general pubhc interest. I am not prepared to say that if
the canal was built some vessels from north of Prince Edward Island,
and from Baie des Chaleurs might not use it in going to the United Stats
with oats, potatoes, &e.; but the navigation of the Bay of Fundy is very
intricate, there being no harbors, excepting a tide harbor, until 8t. John
is reached on the north or_Digby on t.he south, and few would like to
go that way.
If tolls were charged in passing the canal it would further dlscourage
people from using it. The canal would be of no use whatever to vessels
trading to the West Indies and South America, and no seaman would
attempt to use it.
I think some of thg vessels engaged in the ﬁshmg trade from the
Umted States would occasionally pass through the canal S8 built, in
going to or coming from their fishing grounds, but the principal portion
would use the present natural Toute.

CAPTAIN I. B. CARROLL:—I have been about 40 years at ses

and master of a vessel about 30 years; I have hoard Captain Pugh's

‘ statement as abovo, and agr ree with him in evory word of them, adding
moroly my opinfon that the navigation of tho Bay of Fundy is the

most. intricate and diffoult in the world,

.

C. I. D& WOLF, EsQ., general commission merchant:—I am
acquainted with: the ratos of freight on flour from Montreal to this
and other ports of Nova Scotia. ThereYare two routes, one vid, the St.
Lawrence to Pictou, the othdr via Grand Truuk Railway to Portland,
- and from thence by steamers or veasels to Halifax and other pOrta.
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The mte of freight by - either of these routes vaties aocordmg to A .
competxt:on, but the difference botween the rates on either rontes is com: -
_parativoly small. The proposed canal could not in any way bé of
advantage to the trade of Nova- Scotia, oxcepting of course some small .
portion in its vicinity. Coa
Having slready two good harbows, one at Shédiac, the othor at
- Pictou, the former connecting by ! railroad with St. John, and the latter o
~— with - Halifax; does away with the - necessity of the canal,~In conver-~— - S
sation with a great many sailing mastors for some years past, they all '
agreod that the canal would not likely be used, the distance by the present -
natural routes being so small, and the dangors of the approach to the
canal and tolls to be paid rendering the present routes more acceptable, .
Vessols from the United States or from St. John, going through the .
canal into the Gulf would save no time over the prenont route, if they ol
had ordinary fair weather for.going round. - : : |
1 have never heard any arguments or sound reason in favour of .
suoh a canal, i . - . L o j

W. B. SILVER Esq., Dry Goods Merchant: -—I am chau-man of
tho International Trade Committes of Commerce. Whon the canal was
first mootod I thought it would be proper that the subject be brought ‘
before the commxttee with the view of aiding it if found valuablo, After -
looking over maps, &o., of it, it was found that there would be no pros-
pective advantages w_'hioh would warrant me in advocating its claims, I
found the three Provinces, Nova Scotia, Now Brunswick and Prince -
Edward Island, already enjoying advantages of subsidized steam com-
munication, by boat and railroad, to quite as large an extent as thoy
reasonably could expoct: also that the cheap ¢lass of schooners, by
which this trado is carried on in heavier articles, would not likely pay

" tolls for the advantago of passing through the proposed canal; the facil.
ities enjoyed by Halifax, St. John and Quebec in the ocean trade are
such, that so large an expenditure for so _short a distance- saved would ‘
make the canal a poor speculation in a financial point of view. I con. L
sider tho canal not a necessity but a convorience, and fool alarmed at
the large amount o° monoy proposed ‘o be expended upon 1t. '

.TAM.ES TUBNEI@ Rsq. :—I have no personal knowle‘dgé on this
subjeot, the proposed canal, I came rathor to hear if anyone would beso -

T AR s
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silly 88 to advocato the sponding of so much public monoy mthont any
_»possnblo return. v v ,

" H. H. FULLER, Esq., Hardware Merchant:— do not consider -
that tho canal in question is required, nor would the expenditure of such
a large sum of nionoy as $8,000,000 bo at all Justiﬁablo I have heard
M. Silver's statoments above, and I quite agree with him in all he hes
said. X

CAPTAIN WILLIAM A. DECKER, Master Mariner sinco 1846 :—
Am well acquainted with the navigation of the St. Lawrence Gulf and
the Bay of Fundy; if the canal was built, I do not believe that vessels
would usoe it, as the present routes by the Gut of Canso and Cape North,
~ into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, are much superior to the canal route;
tolls would necessarily have to ke charged through the canal, and the
navigation of the Bay of Fundy much m-ve difficult; no vessels to the
United States would use it; th- extra time required in passing through
and moeting the tides ard fogs, would more than make up for the in-
creased distance by tho natural rontes, and of course no vessels going to
the West Indies or South America would use it, as it would be going out
“of their course. Very fow fishing vessels, in my opinion, would go
through it at any season of tho ear; I have talked this matter over with.
my fellow masters of vossels, and have not yot met one who did not agreo
with me that the canal would be almost uselees, and of‘ very small baneﬁt )
to be deriv.u ﬁ-om it. T

W. H. NBAL, of Neal, White & Co., Mocchenats:~~Allowing the
largest number of ‘days in which the canal could be used, say 200, from
16th April to 15th Decombor, the interest on the cost of $8,000,00
per vent, be'\?g $400 ,000, would involve a daily cost of $2 ,000 for in rest
alone, withou!, mentioning cost of repairs, maintenance, &o.; the repairs
every spring would nosessarily be very heavy; the class of vossels that
would likely use it would be cossting vessels; very many of these are
partly, or entirely owned by the masters, and carry “eight very cheaply,
on account of the cheap way in which they are sailed; the captains of -
theee vessels would look upon the time saved by using the canal as cost-
““ing too much to,compensate for the advantages having to pay tolls;
generally speakmg the ¢aptains or owners of these coasting vessels have
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- very lttle mosns, and I do not think théy would be able to pay"ttyjllﬁ ‘
required. - T have heard Mr. Silver's stétoment, and I agree with him {n

everything he has eaid. .

CAPTAIN JAMES OURRIE.—] am a rosident of Pictou, and have

~been . master of & ship for the las. twenty-five years, and .am well

- acquainted with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy and of the Maritime
Provinces generally, as well as the Wast Indies. "

. If the proposeii’Baie Verte Canal was constructed to-morrow, I-do
not believe any vessels would pass through it, as I think théenatural routes
by Gut of Canso and Cape North, superior; my reasons for saying 8o are
that going into the Bay of Fundy from the canal, we find thore heavy -
fogs, adverse currents and mud flats, which, with the prevailing winds in
the summer months from the south-west, would make it difficult to got
out without tho aid of tug boats and pilots. No stranger could make
his way without thdse, while by the Gut of Canso, the same winds
. would bo favourable, besides having an open sea and a bold shore,

A considerable trade is carried on in froe stone to the United States
fremn the Port of Wallaco. - I have a vessel engaged in that trade, and I
would not consider it my interest to go through the canal if built, and
pay tolls and go through the Bay of Fundy. I have no hesitation in.
declaring that sailing from Quebec or Montreal for St. John, I would
profer going through the Gut of Canso to going through the canal, and
believe from my practical knowledge of both routes, I would be sooner
in St. Johus by the natural route than by the canal. Insurance also
would be higher; I have no prejudice over ono route more than the
other, but I do think that if the Goverhment of Canada have $8,000,000
money {0 spend on this canal which I deem useless, it were much better -
for tho people, and for the trade of these Provinces, that it should be
" spent in deepening our shallow harbore, increasing lights and fog _whistl‘el
on the coast, for ws have more neid of these than the canal, and such I
believe is the general opinion of those whom I speak to on the subject. .

Not a poand of coal from Cape Bieton or Pictou would go through
thecanmal, . -~ v ' - ST

Krom Piotou and Cape Braton, the prevailing winds would be in
favor of using the natural route, against the canal route and Bay of
- Fundy. The fishermen from the United States, would certainly not use
the- canal, either going to or coming from the fishing grounds, the
nataral route is altogether the best for them, and if they made for the -
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North Straits, with a gyg{gy:vmd to entor the canal they could not hold |

their ground, and would be obliged to run to the straits for sholter, In
- conclusion I'can see no objoct in making the canal so as to benefit trade.
* When I take stone to the United States, I sometimes get a little flour and
other things back as return cargo, but in most cases I hive to come back
in ballast, for which I have to pay about 500 a ton, Tae frelght of flour \
from New York and Boston runs sometimes 20c, at other times a little -
moro, but never much- at any timo.

BAIE VERTE.

H. DAVIDSON ,—According to your request, I write you a fow linee
in reference to the construotion of the Baie Verts Canal :— . ;
1st. The sea would not continue frozen in the canal any material lengtb of -
time after the opening of navigation in the Baie Verte or Straits of Northum.
berland. As a geaeral rulo the ice thaws in tho mill ponds and lakes a5 soon
a8 the navigation opens in the Gulf. Some springs, high tides accompanfed
with an easterly storm, may raise the ice off the shores, and a sudden change
of westerly wind oarry it out, but those springs are ouly exceptions,
20d. That the fog prevails on the southern coast of Nova Sootia and Oape
Broton much inoro than it does in that part of the Bay of Fundy that ship-
ping would have to navigate in entering the canal, for the following re: Sons :—
The coast of Nova Sontia is enveloped in fog with east, south-east, south and
south-west winds, whereas south and south-west winds bnng the fog up the
Bay of Fundy.
I havo had to lay too for three and four days off the Straits of Causo
waiting for the fog to lift, so that I could get a chance to get through.

3rd. That the ice often jams in the Gut of Canso in the spring, occasion-
ally detaining vessels for two weeks in getling through.

Ta the spring of 1859, 200 sail of us had to stop in Uanso and the adjom
ing harbours for over two weeks, waiting for the foe jam to break in the Gat,
and vessels from Arichat that had gone up about the first of April, could not
return before the first of May. - »

4th. That a great saving of time and dlstance would be Beoured to all
shippiog coming down the Galf of St. Lawrence bound to St. John, the

_western ports of Nova Scotin, or. the United States, as the distance from Cape
Tormentine to St. John via Cape Sable, is about 530 miles, whercas by the
canal it would be about 120 miles.

* From Cape Tormentine to Portland via Capv Sable, 560 miles; by the

- canal, from Cape Tormentine, 350 miles,
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I have coasted for ﬁ&_elve years, principally on the coast of Nova-8eotia, -

- Cape Breton, Bay of Fuundy and Newfoundland, end consequently am pretty . - .
well soquainted with the difficulties connected with the different  coasts, I ‘

always considored the dense fogs provailing on the coast of Nova Scotia the

greatest hardship to contend with,"and which, doubtless, hss been the groat

caupo of the loss of so many steamers and loss of life on the coast, :

* With reference to the amount of shipping which would be likely to pass -
through the canal, that would very much depend upon subsequent causes, and
a great deal of speculative opinion will probably be given Jpon it. [ notice
that the leader of the Government views the canal, if consiructed, only calca-
lated for local trade, and it is possible that the information you have hitherto
received may sustain that opinion, and if, as I stated at Baje Verte, that the
shipping passing through the canal would be exclusively confined to the Domi.
nion, then it might be considered such, but I osonot form 50_eontraoted an

opinion of its importance as that, 7
¥

The canal wouid, without doubt, afford u shorter route of transit between -
the Gulf Ports and the United States, and takiog iato consideration the rapidly
increasing population and trade of that great nat{on, the increased right lately
acquired by them in our fisheries, though prejudicial to our interests, in sccur-
ing more favorable terms of comuercial relationship, I cannot shut my eyes to’.
the fact that the canal, if constructed, would prove a great highway to the ‘
fishing grounds in the Gulf, which would great!y increase the tradeof the canal, -
-# Wo cannot always rely upon the European market for the sale of our surplus
production. The United States must inovitably be the great market for our
coal, plaster, freestone, grindstone, potatoes, and various kinds of our lum.
ber, and to consider the construction of the canal only caloulated to benedt -
lpeal traffio, would not, in my opinion, be giving it the consideration it deserves.
For over fifty years the canal has been io contemplation, and the different
Boards of Trade have unanimously sgreed upon its general usefulness, and we
trust that the Government will cot allow the hostile position taken by some of -
the representalives, and a part of the press of Nova Scotia, to set it aside, a8 -
their opposition prooceds from jealous, personal and envioue motives. I have
confidence in the vaernméni, and believe that they nover will give up a wgr!: -
- whioh inust prove of so much value to the Maritime Provine-s and the Domi- ;
nion at !ar.ée, and which wm, without doubt, bind our Dominion wore.closely '
together, and allay the feeling that is beginning to arise, that the Guvarnment

. P
I

is going to do all for Ontario and nothing for us.
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8. E. ORANE of Baie Verte -—-I have lived here sinoo my boyhood,
und am well acquainted with the nawgation of the Bate. I am engaged in
general business, and have loaded ships of 900 and 1,000 tone, T have
never known of any accident in the Baie by ships grounding, and it is often
a protection for ships, and 1 do not know of any reason why it should not be

- asafe and excellent outlet for the proposed canal. My father was a 86a oap-

" tain, and sailed-out of this Baie for nearly 30 years, and I know he never

met with an accident in it, and he bas often taken vessels to Britain, of )

Our trade here is- with bt. John prmmpnlly, but I could not say tho

. amount of it,-and that trade would, I think, go by the Baie Verte canal, it

built, I mean merchandise, of ¢course; our timber and deals go direot to
Britain from this, and such trade would not require the canal. I have not
oonsidered what effeot the completion of thé Intercolonial Railway to the St.
Lawrence and Montreal vid the north part of New Brunswick, will kave,
I, however, believe that if this point vias conneoted with the main line, now
distant from us 14 miles, freight would be greatly lessened.

ALEXANDER MUNRO, Eeq.:-—Am well aoquaintéd with the route

of the proposed canal. Have lived in this country for over sixty years. Seo.

no obstacles that cannot be overcome in the construction, = The navigation
opens early in May, and the canal would close about last November on Baie
Verto side, * Have no knowledge of the sea,and am not engaged in business,
being a land BUIVeyor. ,

- T would not be in favor of the construction of the propoeod canal in the
pubho interest at a cost of $8,000,000, but a lesser canal would answas, wy
of 14 feet depth and 80 feet hottom, and by making looks and culverts for o
large canal, and using the Tidunish river,

’ My impression is, that a large lumber busineas on the Straits of Northum-
berland ports and the Guif St. Lawrence would be bencfitted and developed
by the canal, The coal also from mines in the Bay of Fundy could be made
available for the St. Lawrence by the canal, If the American fishermen
would not pass through the canal, the favorable opinion I had formed of it

~world be greatly diminished, as the mere local trade would be insufficieut to

support, it, and if the trade of Montreal in flour would find uther more
fuvorable channels, that also would go to lessen my favorable view of the
capal, I have alwags held the opinion that'a large portion of the 8t. Law-

) x'enoe, wost and east, would pass through the canal, and that the Americsn
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" and Bay of andy ﬁsbmg intoresta wonld be mcreased. I do not know it

the facts warranted this oplmon.

H DAVIDSON Esq " aald in referenoe toa statement abovo given 1o

I mean by material length of ume, the canal remammg fmzen after the open- .

~ ing of navigation not more than a week ‘rather ‘south-wesi winds are the .

prevailing winds in the Bay of Fundy.

In stating what I did in my letter, that it the shippiuy passiog through -

the canal was to be confined to the Dominiou alone, or to local trade, that
there might be foroe in the opinicns held ugainst_the conswruotion of the
canal. In saying this, my view was that all the surplus articles we ship to
the United States from the Siraita of Northumberland and the Gulf 8¢, Law-
rence would go to the United States by th canal. I admit that the trade to
he United States, West Indics and South America, would not be affected by
the canal. :
In calculating the relative distances from the St, Lawrence,~1 assumed
that vessels would pass through the Straits of Northumberland, aod my mea-
surements were oply taken from Cape Tormentine,

I consider that, under the present circumstances, it woulJ be premature

for the Government to undertake the construotion of a canal at eo heavy a

- cost a8 $8,000,000; but I believa that one such as Mr. Keefer suggested of
$5,300,000 would a ar.swer the purpose, if required, -

'

CAPT. WILEON EASTABROOKE :—I have been a seaman for about
22 years, and have been coasting in the Bay of Fundy and master of a vessel
14 years. On looking at the map, I am of opinion that for the West India

trade, the trade of South America and that of Great Britain, the canal to -

connect Bay of Fundy with the Straits-of Northumberland is not reqmred
" sither from the St. Lawrence, the northern ports of Now Brunswick or the
Bay of Fuudy.

- From the ports of Nova Scotia, or the east side. as well as from the porta

on Bay of Fundy on the west side of Nova Scotia, the route would be shorter
to the United States ports, and for this trade the canal is not required. The
case, however, is different, I think, from the St. Lawrence, say—Montreal to
8t. Joho, or from Georgetown, in Prince Edward Island, to St. John and
the United States, as the saving in distance would be some 200 or 300 miles.
V I know there is not much trade at present from the worthern ports of
New Bruoswick or Prince Edward Islaad ; but I thiok if the canal was built,
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this trade would inorease. From my expenenoe I would prefer the naviga-
tion in the Bay of Fundy up to the canal entrance at Au Lao, to that round
the coast of Nova Scotia through the Gut of Canso. No doubht there aro fogs
in the Bay of I‘undy, but there are-also similar fogs on the outside coast,
Strangers, no doubt, would requlro pilots ; but coastersin the Bny, acoustomed
to its uavngahon, would not require pl!ots or tug boats.

. 'Tho size of the vessels I have usually sailed in is from 100 to 300 tons,
dramng from 10 to 14 feet fully londed. - These vessels are coastets;

In coming into the canal at Ba'e Verte, with piers extended to 16 feet
dopth, a vessel in'a fresh wind, with a sea having waves of 6 feet, would re-
quire to allow a little more than 3 feet, or half the height of wave, and could
only be secure by not drawing over 13 feet,

I am better ncquainted with the navigation of the Bay of Fundy than

any other. I have been nearly all my time engaged in that navigation; but

- I'have not been much engaged on the eastern coast of Nova Scotis, or through
the Gut of Canse. I have only been two or three times through the Gut of
Canso.

I never was master of a vessel navigating the Straits of Northumberland ;
but, as a seaman, I have been two or three times through them. )

I am of opinisn that American fishermen would pass through the canal
and Bay of Fuudy, but have no experionce or knowledge of the fishing business,

" A vessel properly laden for sea, of 350 tons, would draw about 13 feet of

water;
I think the voyage from Baie Verte to St. John, through the oanal, oould
be made in 48 hours; but from Buie Verte, through the Gut of Canso to St

~—John, the voyage could not be done on the average of nine days. I speak only

of a sailing vessel, not of steamers. I do not know what time it would take
to carry freight from Shédiac to St. John by railway. -

NATHAN LAV, farmer.-——IIave lived here ail my life. Have never -

been angaged on the sea, nor in trade or shipping, but have been engaged in
making dykes and canals to drain the marshes. -

_ I think the ice in the spring time, which would be formed between the
piers at the outlet and inlet of the proposed canal, would not remain much
longer than the ice outside, and I also think the ice in the canal formed there,
would remain longer than in ths Bay of Fuudy, although not much longer. .

There are more larger vessels now than formerly, and the «mall olass of
vessels engaged jn the coasting trade are greatly diminished m number by
the oompetmon of raiiways. C

i






