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APPENDIX No. 4,

7/
Exchibit contributed by Department of Labour, Canada, through Mr. R. H. Coals.

COMMODITY PRICES IN OTHER COUNTRIES.

It is frequently observed that the recent rise in prices has not been peculiar to
Canada, but has been practically world wide. It is most important to discover in the
present connection to what extent this is the case—whether or not any strong genera)
tendency is apparent, working to a certain extent at least, irrespective of country, and
making for approximate uniformity, or if price movements have been materially
different in different countries, and in what these differences broadly consist.!

As time and means were not available for independent inquiry in other countries,
the analyses given in the following pages are based on the data of previous investi-
gators—consisting for the most part of official reports, though computations by well
known private statisticians were used in several cases. These records are brought up
to date wherever possible by correspondence, and an attempt made to present a fairly
comprehengive digest and comparison of their findings, with as much of detail as space
would permit. Increased attention has in recent years been paid to the colleetion of
price statistics, so that at present there is scarcely a country of importance in which
the movements of prices are not being more or less accurately measured. There is the
difficulty, of course, that the statistics are not always on a uniform basis, and that even
where they are thus uniform, the conditions of living differ so widely as to make direct
comparisons but seldom possible. General trends, however, may be distinguished with
some eclearness.2

¥The natural tendency of the price-movement i8, of course, towards uniformity, as Irving
Fisher points out: *International trade gives present-day problems of money and of price level
an international character. If all countries had their own irredeemable paper money and no
money that was acceptable elsewhere, price levels in different countries would have no intimate
connection. Indeed the connection is actually slight as between countries which have different
metallic standards; for example, between a gold-basis and a silver-basis country. But where
two or more nations trading with each other use the same standard there is the tendency for
the price level of each to influence profoundly the price level of the other The price level in a
#mall country like Switzerland depends largely upon the price levels in other countries.” (Why
$8 the Dollar Shrinking, p. 105.)

?Thre most useful recent collection of comparative price statistica is contained in the series
of reports issued by the United Kingdom Board of Trade, on * Working Class Rents, Housing
and Retail Prices, together with Rates of Wages," between 1905 and 1912. The reports, which
are based In each case on evidence of a very comprehensive character, are six in number, The
first deals with conditions in the United Kingdom as in 1903, the evidence being based on data
from eighty-eight localities. (Cd. 3864.) In the second, third, fourth and fifth reports, respect-
ively, conditions prevalling in Germany, France, Belgium and the United States were dealt with
on a similary comprehensive plan. (Cd. 5063. Cd. 4512. Cd. 5609.) Although some time
olapsed between the conclusion of the United Kingdom inquiry and those relating to foreign
countries, the results are valuable for purposes of comparison. ‘Finally, in 1912, seven years
after the original investigation the inquiry was duplicated in the United Kingdom, with the
object of noting the extent to which rents, prices and wages had changed in the interval. In an
appendix to this report, the course of prices in several foreign countries (Austria-Hungary,
Belgium, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Japan, Norway, Russia and the United States), and
British Dominions over seas (Canada, Australia and New Zealand) were dealt with, index
numbers for a number of commodities in each being quoted from 1900 and earlier to the present.
The entire series of reports is easily the most valuable study of the kind that has been ma-le in
recent years. The statistics herewith are largely taken therefrom, though the original sources
have been consuited and the figures in as many cases as possible brought up to date.

Another Important collection of recent index numbers may be found in a Bulletin of the
International Statistical Institute (Volume XIX) issued in 1912. This also has been drawn
upon in the present statement. :

In 1912 appeared the comprehensive results of an fnvestigation made by a Select Committee
of the United States Senate, relative to wages and prices of commodities in the United States
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SCOPE AND ARRANGEMENT OF DATA.

The countries for which comparative statistics are here assembled are as follows:
(1) The United Kingdom, (2) the United States; (3) other British Dominions—
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and India; and (4) the following other foreign
countries; France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Denmark,
Norway, Russia and Japan.

For each of the countries named there will be found immediately below a general
presentation of the available statistics on the trend of prices since 1900, with a com-
mentary as to their significance in relation to the similar satistics of Canada. In order
to facilitate comparisons throughout, all index numbers have been reduced to a common
basis, prices in 1900 being made equal to 100.1 The official index numbers for Canada
thus altered are given for purposes of reference and comparison herewith (see pp-
230-233 inec.). )

and other countries. * This four volume report,” says the Librarian of Congress, *is a com-
pendium of information on the recent tendencies in the movement of prices, wages, and the gen-
eral problem of the increased cost of living. While it shows some evidences of haste in its
preparation, it is nevertheless the most important and most usefull American study of prices and
the cost of living which has appeared since the 1903 report of the United States Bureau of
Labour. Its value of course rests in the great variety of statistical information presented—in
fact it forms a cyclopedia of price and wage data.” (U.S. Congress Senate. Select Committee
on wages and prices of commodities. Investigation relative to wages and prices of commod-
ities... Washingtotn, Govt. Print. Off,, 1911. 4 v. 23} cm. (618t Cong., 3rd sess Senate, Doc.
847). Contents.—I1. Report, and views of minority.—II. Hearings, and digest of evidence.—III.
wages and prices in United States and abroad.—IV. Wholesale and retail prices in United States
and abroad, and index.)

A valuable article on the subject (* The Course of Prices at Home and Abroad, 1890-1910")
is that of Mr. R. H. Hooker, M.A., which appeared in the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society
for December, 1911,

The enlargement and improvement which has taken place in official statistics of prices dur-
ing recent years is well illustrated by comparison of the above with the data available for the
Royal Commissions on the Depression of Trade and Industry and on the Relative Value of the
Precious Metals appointed during the eighties.

A list of the more important publications on the subject of the cost of living was recently
published by the U.S. Library of Congress,

On the difficulties of instituting international comparisons the Economic Commission of
South Africa says (Report, p. 12) :—

“No more awkward problem could be get than that of instituting an international com-
parison of costs of living. People do not live in the same way all the world over, and con-
gequently the standard of living in one country is not a satisfactory basis for comparison with
that in another country. Needs may not be the same in two different countries because of
climatic and other differences; and, in view of the relative prices of things in the places com-
pared, a commodity consumed largely in one of them may figure only to a slight extent in the
budgets of another, In short, what has to be attempted is an international measurement of the
cost of equal comfort, the patent fact being admitted that under diverse climatic and other con-
ditions comfort is attained in different ways.'

1Except in a few cases where the earliest returns were for 1901; bere 1901 prices are
equal to 109, '

Percentage comparisons based on index numbers instead of actual prices are, of course, only
roughly accurate. In order that index numbers may be thoroughly “reversible’” (i.e, may
yield the same results as the original data), it is pointed out by Mr. G. H. Knibbs, that either
the geometric mean must be used or an *“ aggregate consumption” system of weights adopted.
(See Prices, Price Indexes and Cost of Living in Australia, by G. H. Knibbs, C.M.G., 1912, pp.
14, 35, 48, and appendix VIIL) On this point Mr. Hooker says (Journal of Royal Statistical
Society, December, 1911, p. 3-4): * Strictly speaking ,each item ought to be reduced to the
standard, and the new percentages added to form the group—or total—index number. The
difference in the most extreme case, is only a matter of 2 or 3 per cent, at the outside, an error
by no means greater than the possible error due to the selection of different commodities or

systems of weighting.” Mr. Hooker adds, therefore, that differences of 5 per cent or even 15 per
cent, petween one set of figures and another may be of no moment, being due to differences in the
method of constructing the index numbers.
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THE COURSE OF PRICES IN CANADA 1890-1913. g
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80-6 87-4 826 92-6 85-7 84.2 77.0 73-7 81.3 104-8 115-4 78-4 91.7 89-2
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148-4 125-3 125-0 113-2 129-4 86:5 138-5 99-3 110-7 199-3 110-6 114.7 90-4 114-4
150-0 143-7 122-5 125-9 120-4 83-6 134-9 90-1 101-7 198-1 114-5 113-2 85-2 111-8
140-8 158-2 124 .4 136-3 122.2 87-6 133-9 86:2 104-8 124-2 123.2 112-4 94-5 115-4
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VI. TexTILES.

) [
'VII. Hipes, LEATHER, Boors AND SHoEs.

Cottons, . Hides and | Leather. | Boots and
Woolens. (Raw Silks. Linens. . Tallow. (Spanish Shoes.
(Wool, cottons, (Raw silk, Jute. (Tow (Cowhides, sole, (Mens
yarn, grey spool, (Jute, flax fibre, | Oil cloths. All - calf skins, .| slaughter, split, All hides,
Year. under- cottons, twist, raw | sewing (Floor, textiles. |horse hides, sole, ens ete.

Wear, woven, machine | hessians.) ax table.) tallow.) harness box calf. )

. Beaver coloured twist), rope). upper). womans

Cloth.) fabrics,) dongola.)
102-3 108-9 121-8 4.7 67-6 125-1 111-4 885 84-9 92-7 884
96-6 106-1 104:7 88.9 62-3 128-0 1042 88-4 89-9 92.7 90-1
1.7 265 107-8 102-6 59-3 120-0 102-2 85-6 86-7 92:0 87:8
93-3 96-0 110-5 91-0 63-1 107-2 101-2 83-0 92-1 92:0 89-4
92-6 913 93-7 89-4 70-7 98-4 97-3 66-4 83-3 91-3 78-9
100-3 87-9 98-5 82-2 53-4 04-2 93-6 78-9 01-4 91-3 86-6
100-6 90-7 93-6 877 655 93-4 96-9 67-8 88-7 92-0 81:6
©102-2 87-0 940 82-2 73-9 91-3 98-0 84-6 88-5 92:0 87-9
04-7 84-0 95-8 79-3 75-4 85-8 95-2 90-9 93-8 920 92-2
88-5 849 105-5 88-2 90-5 83-3 09-8 961 94-8 96-0 96-1
100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 100-0
856 100-8 90-3 08-1 97-6 98-3 103-6 96-4 98-8 103-6 99-1
81-8 992 3.9 89-2 94-2 95-6 101-0 104-2 102-3 105-2 103-8
88-4 104-5 97-0 84-6 97-9 95-6 105-9 99-5 101-0 106-0 101.8
97-8 115-1 81-2 95-9 100-0 087 110-4 93-0 100-9 108-3 99-8
115-6 106-3 94-9 116-2 94-2 96-4 114-6 103-1 102-5 111-2 105-0
123-8 113-5 100-2 150-0 99-1 88-1 123 -4 114-9 107-7 115-6 112-5
118-5 119-4 116-2 1417 86-9 94-0 126-1 104-9 109:6+ 119-0 110-2
100-7 117-4 94-7 1084 86-9 10010 - 111-0 95-1 103-3 123-4 105-4
109-8 120-6 94-6 997 65-5 8.0 108-3 1271 106-9 123-4 1189
116-9 137-3 80-7 100-7 69-0 102-8 114-6 123-9 110-9 1206-6 118-9
116-8 135-3 88-2 134-5 70-5 107-§ 119.2 131-6 109-4 126-0 122-6
116-3 125-1 87-1 151-1 79-3 107-5 120-7 147 -4 71222 130-0 133-9
127-4 135-2 90-1 104-5 78-2 107-6 130-8 162:0 135-9 151-6 144.0
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THE COURSE OF PRICES IN CANADA 1890-1913—Continucd.

VIII, Mrxrats AN IMPLEMENTS,

X. BUmDING MATERIALS,

Metals, Imple- IX. Fuel and
(Iron, steel, ments. Lighting, Miscel- Paints, Oil,
alurpmmm. (Anvils, axes, (Coal, coke, Lumber. laneous. and Glass,
antimony, chain, gasoline, (pine, (Bricks, lime,| (Linseed oil,
Brass, crowbars, All metals coal oil, sprice, cement, nails, | white lead,
copper, inndstones. and carbide, fir, oak, pitch, tar, turpentine, All
Yxar. lead, mjca, orseshoes, | implements. | matches.) | birch, maple,| pipe, paper, benzine, building
nickel, silver, mallets, , hemlock, wire, rosin, madterials,
spelter, screws, vices, laths, hinges, shellac,
solder, soldering shingles.) red lead.) varnish,
. tin, zine, irons.) putty,
quick silver.) glue, eto.
103-4 103-6 103-5 106-4 90-7 105-1 86-9 04-2
04-3 103-0 97-3 105-8 90-0 08:7 82-4 90-3
805 102-7 93.-7 105-7 91-5 95-5 77-9 88-3
84-2 102-4 |. 90-6 101-8 -90-8 92.7 78.3 87.2
75-1 102-0 84-8 06.7 91.7 88-2 75-8 85-2
717 100-8 82-2 06-2 90:1 85-1 76-8 83-8
72-1 98-4 81-5 081 86-1 83-9 76-4 81-8
70-7 93-0 76-9 95-6 82.3 78-4 75-8 78-8
72.2 "94-2 80-1 92-7 79-6 771 79-4 78.7
92-3 97-9 94-5 96-1 84.0 86.9 | ' 85-4 85-4
100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0
1.0 102-0 049 97-3 100-5 94-8 96-8 97-3
848 104-5 817 104-0 107-0 983-5 101-7 100-7
87-0 105- 93-5 1101 112-9 96:3 100-3 103-2
82-2 106-0 90-5 102-1 115-1 95-8 97-2 102-7
89-4 105-9 05.3 103-2 117-8 05-5 99-5 104-2
106-1 105-8 106-8 105-8 133-9 93-6 106-6 111-3
111-2 106-9 110-3 107-9 144-9 97.2 110-4 117-8
87-7 104-0 93-5 101-3 142-8 96-1 107-4 115-3
840 104-3 90-5 102-9 135-6 94-5 106-9 112.3
80-5 104-3 88-3 102. 139-0 97-6 115-5 117-3
89-3 104-3 95-0 99-7 145-0 91.7 122.7 119-8
96-8 104-5 100-7 112. 146-0 94-2 118-0 119-4
98-2 105-4 102-1 117.2 159-0 100-8 115-0 124-9
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THE COURSE OF PRICES IN CANADA, 1890-1918—Continued.

Reranm Pricxs, (Department of Labour).

I. Foods.
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In presenting the data by countries the method followed was, first, to reproduce

the aggregate or group index numbers of the original investigators reduced to basis

v 1900. These enable comparisons in a general way to be made with the corresponding

) group of numbers for Canada. Such data alone, however, leave something to be’
desired. In the first place the fizures are only roughly comparable, seing that the
pumber of commodities investigated and the manner in which the groups are consti-
tuted differ as between almost every country. Secondly, it is important that the facts
with regard to the chief individual commodities should be available. Useful as it is
to know how prices, speaking generally, have gone up in Great Britain, the United
States, France, Germany, etc., as compared with Canada, it is undoubtedly desirable
to be able to ascertain-at a glance what has been the course of wheat, cattle, cheese,
flour, iron, leather, ete., etc., in as many countries as possible. Incidentally when a
fairly complete record of individual commodities has been secured, it is possible to
reconstruct group index numbers as between particular countries on the same basis -
and thus to institute exact comparisons on a general scale in place of the rough com-

- parisons above mentioned.

To meet this requirement two tables have been compiled showing for each of the
inore important commodities in turn (1) the wholesale and (2) the retail index
numbers from year to year since 1900 in every country for which they could be obtained

. from the sources just described. These large tables are printed at the end of the
chapter. Altogether they contain comparative figures for 144 commodities at wholesale
and for 24 at retail. The arrangement of articles follows that of the Canadian official
reports on prices. The number of countries compared is, of course, larger in the case
of certain articles than of others. In the case of wheat, for instance, the price-trends
in eleven countries are shown. There are several commodities, however, for which the
comparisons are available only as between Canada and the United States, this being
a reflection of the fact that the official statistics of these countries cover over 250
articles, whereas in most of the other countries they cover less than 50.

Using the data contained in these tables as basis there has been introduced into
the review of prices for each country below an exact comparison of the price trend
since 1900 there and in Canada, i.e., a comparison based on identical commodities for
each, the latter including all for which comparative data were available. The com-
parison covers both wholesale and retail prices, and the results have been charted so
as to show their significance at a glance. The wholesale index numbers are unweighted,
but the retail numbers being much fewer in number have been weighted as in the com-
parison of Canadian wholesale and retail price tends.!

In addition, where the data was available, a comparison is made between actual
prices at or near the present time in Canada and the country in question. Because the
rise in prices has been greater since 1900 in Canada than in a particular country it does
not necessarily follow that the resultant level here is higher. These comparisons, how-
ever, are limited in number and must be accepted with reserve in the absence of detailed
information as to certain of the quotations.

Following the above detailed presentation of the data, a measure of the general
tendency is given in the formn of a “ world” index number. With this as standard or
background, broad analyses and summaries are made (1) of the rises in different
countries and (2) of the rises in different groups of commodities and the reaction
of the latter to local conditions, with a final statement on points of significance in the
main findings. .

1As comparative retail prices were obtained prior to 1909 only in the case of the years 1900
and 1905, the diagrams of retall price trends do not indicate the annual fluctuations during the
periods 1900-1905 and 1905-1909, but only the general tendency.
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(1) THE UNITED KINGDOM.

There is a wealth of statistical data bearing on commodity prices in Great Britain
and Ireland during the past several years. Not only have the official investigations
been most thorough, but the compilations and analyses of private statisticians are the
best-known in the world. :

(1) Continuous Investigations.

In the accompanying table will be found the index numbers by groups of the Board
of Trade, Sauerbeck (now computed by the Statist), and the London Economist, each
of which carries some 45 commodities at wholesale. For retail prices the index num-
bers of the Board of Trade covering 23 articles of food, weighted, at London are given.?

While the differences in the manner in which the commodities are grouped
together, as well as in the list of the commodities themselves, prevent these statistics
being directly compared with those for Canada on pages 230-233 inc.? some rough
preliminary generalizations are possible from the two sets of figures:

With regard, first, to the showing as a whole: It is plain that the general course
. of prices in the two countries has been the same, viz., a downward movement to 1896
and an upward movement since, leaving the generxal level in 1913 of both countries at
the highest point within the period, 1890-1913. The fluctuations, however, in the
United Kingdom have recently been less violently upward than in Canada. '

(a) Wholesale Prices.—The rise in grains and vegetable foods, which has been less
than 20 per cent in England, has been considerably greater in Canada. Meats and
dairy produects, in which the rise in England according to the Board of Trade has been
19-6 per cent and according to Sauerbeck 16-5 per cent, has been at least three times
as great according to the Canadian figures. On the other hand, metals and textiles
have fared about the same in the two countries, having gone up, if anything, more in
Great Britain. Miscellaneous foods also have shown about the same tendency. The
three British numbers went up about 30 per cent between 1896-1912, while the Cana-
dian number went up about 45 per cent.

(b) Retail Prices—The United Kingdom index number attained in 1912 and
1913 a point higher than at any time in 25 years. The lowest year was 1896, between
which and the present a rise of 25 per cent is indicated. The rate of increase, how-
ever, has varied; the periods 1896-1900 and 1906-1913 were marked by rapid advances,
but from 1900 to 1906 the increase was slight. The rise of nearly 7 per cent in 1911-
1913 is a noticeable feature. The group index numbers given show about the same
variations as the total. A more detailed statement of group conditions, however, is
necessary : .

The meat group showed the highest advance. Bacon and imported beef were the
causes: bacon rose from 110-6 in 1908 to 123-2 in 1909, and to 144-7 in 1913; imported
beef rose from 111-9 in 1909 to 131-5 in 1913. On the other hand, British mutton has

remained low and steady since-1900; British beef also showed a much less marked
advance than the imported.

1Two index numbers of retail prices over a period of years have been comstructed by the
Board of Trade, the one covering nine commodities at London between the vears 1871-1303, and
the other covering twenty-three commodities at London since 1892, See United Kingdom Annual
;\:gt:?lct of Labour Statistics. See also Special Report on Cost of Living, 1912 (cd 6955) p. 42

*Thus the British wholesale price numbers include about 45 articles, mostly raw materials,
while the Canadian number includes 272, of which more than half are manufactured articles.
Agaln, cereals and meats are grouped together in the Economist number, meats and dairy
produce in the Sauerbeck number and meats and fish in the Board of Trade number. whereas
these are all separated in the Canadian number.




., The Course of Prices in the United Kingdom, 1890-1913. Index numbers of prices, wholesale and retail.
PRICES IN 1900=100.) :
LABOUR DEPT., BOARD OF TRADE (WEIGHTED) WHOLESALE PRICES.

- 4
II1. Foop, DRINK AND ToOBACCO.
IV. Mis-
ctca%laneous. 4
otton see
I Coaland | II. Textiles. IITb. Meat, linseed, olive
Metals. .(Cotton, wool, Fish, Dairy ~ oil, palm oil,
Year. (Coal, pig iron, ['ute, flax, silk.)| IlIa. Corn. Produce. e, . paraffin, g
Copper, sinc, (Wheat, barley,| Beef, mutton, Sugar, tea, I11d. bricks, =]
tin, lead.) oats, maize, bacon, pork, coffce, cocon, | Foreign spirits, | Total IIL. petroleum, 1'5'
hops, rice, ham, milk, tobacco. and wine, timber, hides,
potatoes.) | butter, cheese, ’ caoutchoue. 5
eggs, herrings. N ﬁ
1890............ 74-9 105-4 115.3 99-5 125-3 113-2 108-5 90-4 103-3
1891..... N 70-1 101-4 134-3 99-7 127-2 113-4 116-3 95-0 106-9
1892, ....000nenn 65-2 95-8 117-9 98-9 127-8 110-3 109-9 92.5 101-1
1803....0000ueen 59-0 06-4 1089 1036 132-8 112-4 108-8 893 094
1804 ........... 60-0 88-6 100-7 99-4 117-8 109-6 101-9 84-5 93-5
1895.....00.000 56-8 843 100-1 96-0 108-7 108-0 989 849 90-7
1808............ 55-8 92-9 92.7 90-1 107-8 112-3 93-3 86-5 88-2
1897 .00iiinnne. 56-3 86.8 101.7 92-5 100-8 116:.4 97-4 86-9 80-1
1808............ 61-7 80 0 117-8 89 8§ 999 113-4 102-2 89-7 93-2
1899........ 72-4 82-9 101-6 945 99-6 103-5 98-0 91-3 92-2
1900....... . 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 100.-0 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0
§ §071) S 82-2 93-3 102 99-3 94.7 96.7 100-1 96-3 96.7
1902...... sens 76-1 92.3 102:3 104-4 84-4 81-8 101 -4 92-5 964
1803...0000enne 741 101-7 102-2 102-1 86-4 995 100-6 91-7 96.9
1904............ 70-9 1129 106-9 98-3 92.5 100-8 101-2 88-3 98-2
1905....00v0neen 713 108-7 104-2 87-7 104-8 107-9 101-2 91-1 978
1908........000. 78-3 121-1 . 102-3 102-2 88-7 103-2 101-0 95-6 100-8
1907, ...c000venn 86-9 127-4 109-3 104-8 942 100-0 105-5 997 106-0
1908........0000s 78-8 109-8 13-8 103-3 99-0 97-8 "107-0 94-8 103-0
1900......... 73-6 112-4 14.7 105-8 100-4 99-0 108.7 96-5 1041
1910............ 76-6 136-2 105-9 111-7 11.7 100-2 109-2 104-3 108-8
) £:1) AP 747 128-9 114.3 109-2 1141 104-1 111-8 105-5 109-4
) 31 b S 84-9 119. 124-0 118-8 120-4 111-9 <119-9 110-1 114-9
1913.... . 92-5 134-8 118-6 119-8 106-9 106-4 117. 109-4 116-5

S
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WHOLESALE PRICES.

SAUERBECK (UNWEIGHTED.)

Sundry

' Vegetable i
8. _ Materials.
(Wheat, flour, | Animal foods. | Sugar, coffece, ’ Minerals. Textiles. Hides, leather, Totals,
Year. barley, oats, (Beef, bacon, and tea. Total foods. | (Iron, copper, | (Cotton, flax, tallow, oils, materials. Grand total.
- maise, potatoes,| pork, mutton, tin, lead, coal.)] hemp, jute, soda, nitrate,
rice.) butter.) . wool, silk.) |indigo, timber. .

1890........ 104-8 96-8 129-6 105-8 74-0 10010 07-2 88.7 06-0
1891........ 121-0 95-3 1311 111-6 70-3 89-4 97-2 85-0 96-0
1892........ 104-8 98-8 | 127-8 105-8 65-8 86-3 04-4 81.3 90-6
95-3 100-0 138-9 104-3 63-0 804 957 81:3 80-6
88-7 841 120-4 95-6 50-3 80-3 90-0 76-0 84-0
87:1 91-8 114-8 92:7 57:8 78-8 81-6 75-0 827
85-8 85-9 92-6 89-8 584 81-8 88-8 75-0 81-3
06-8 93-0 96-3 94:2 61.2 77-3 87-3 73-8 82.7
108-7 80-6 94-4 985 64-9 773 88-8 76-3 85-4
96-8 93-0 98-2 84-2 85-2 87-8 91:6 875 90-6
100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0
100-0 100-0 75-2 97-1 82-5 90-9 100-0 90-0 93:4
101-6 102-4 75-9 97-1 76-0 92-5 100-0 88:5 92:0
100-0 98-8 81.8 95-6 76-0 100-0 97-2 90-0 92:0
101-6 97:6 92-6 985 75-0 107-8 94-4 90-0 93-4
101-8 102-4 96-3 100-0 80-6 110-0 95-6 93-7 - 96-0
. 100-0 104.7 85-1 100-0 93-6 121-3 104-2 103-8 102.7
111-3 103-4 88-8 104-3 99-0 116.7 1085 107-5 106-7
112.9 104-7 888 104-3 82-5 840 102-8 92-5 97-4
114-5 104-7 92.6 105-8 797 97-0 107-1 93-8 08:7
104-8 113-0 100-0 107-2 82-4 110-6 114-1 101-2 104-0
112-9 105-9 112-9 108-7 86-2 115-2 1141 103-8 106-6
125-8 113-0 114-9 117-4 101-9 115-2 114-4 110-0 113-3
111-3 118-5 1000 111-6 102-8 127-2 116-9 113-7 113-3
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RETAIL PRICES.

* Economist "’ INpEX No. JAN. 18T EacH YEAR *(UNWEIGHTED).

Lasour Deer. Boagp or Trape (WEIGHTED).

Mi&- t
Cereals . | cellancous.
and Meats. Textiles. Baltic
Wheat Other Cotton A.,| Minerals. timber,

(For. and | foodstuffs. | cotton E., | Pigiron, | American . V. Total. .
Eng.), ete. yarn, iron bars, | timber, Bread, II. I11. IV. Sugar, Weighted
flour, Tea, cloth, steel rails, | leather, flour, Beef (2), Butter, Tea, jams (2), index

Year. barley, coffee, wool, Eng.,| coal steam, | petroleum, Total. rice, mutton (2), egys, coffee, currants numbers
oats, sugar C., |wool, Aus.,,| H. coal, oil, tapioca, pork, cheese. €oCoa., and for
potatoes, | sugar B., silk, lead, tin, oil sced, oatmeal, bacon. raisins, 23 articles.

rice, beef, butter, flax, copper, tallow, potatoes. .
mutton tobacco. hemp, indigo,

jute. crystals,

rubber. ’
................................................ 2 PO e Y O T 101-2
................................................ 818 | e 103-8
PO [ 882 111-0 99-4 , 985 98-0 117-8 103-9
................................................ 87:3 97-2 98-9 99-0 97-1 109.2 99.-3
................................................ 86-4 92-3 96-5 94-7 3-8 08-7 94.9
................................................ 79-1 80-4 93-8 92-4 93-8 81-7 921
116-68 73-9 62-3 89-1 81-8 89-9 90-2 93-8 93-8 941 91-7
108-1 68-5 64-0 85.7 80-9 101-3 93-4 094-8 93-8 88-4 95-5
98-1 63-6 64-0 83-6 80-9 114-3 94-6 94-8 93-7 80-1 . 995
96-8 68-3 70-5 92.7 845 04-3 96-1 97-2 94-4 92-6 95-4
100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100- 100-0 100-0. 100-0 100-0 100-0
981 89-8 92-8 96-9 06-4 96-0 103-6 99-1 102.8 104-3 100-4
79-6 83-2 737 95-2 89-1 97-9 106-4 98-8 102-8 97-9 101-0
95-1 85-3 749 97-9 90-5 106-4 104-3 97-4 102-8 102-8 102-8
97-4 95-4 71-8 99-6 92-7 107-3 100-4 96-8 108.2 106-1 102-4
110-1 93-5 747 95-8 94-5 102-4 101-1 985 106-8 117-5 102-8
100-0 101.2 88-8 100-8 ©99-1 99-7 102-9 101-2 101-0 108-7 102-0
97-7 110-5 102.9 105-9 104-5 105-4 104.2 101-4 103-8 116-7 105-0
107-2 05-8 85-9 1047 101-4 112-5 105-6 103-1 105-5 112-9 107-5
97-4 . 853 80-0 103-9 94-5 114-5 107-2 102-9 103-4 105-9 107-6
108-8 106-3 82.7 112:2 103-2 109-6 1131 104-1 102-9 117:7 109-4
108-1 106-8 80-0 115-6 103-6 109-4 109-2 107-4 103-1 121-2 109-4
132-2 94-9 87:8 1109 |~ 106-8 “115-1 115-1 111-1 103-4 129-2 114-5
119-5 110-5 | 102-9 115-8 111-6 116-2 120-9 109-3 104-7 115-7 114-8

115-3 112-4 93-5 109-1 108-4

*The group numbers on the basis (1900-1905) cstablished by The Economist in 1911 go back only to 1896.

<

(See The Economist for Nov, 18, 1911, p. 1034).

. OZNI ZITAONI 40 A¥VOd




P
i
3

COST OF LIVING IN CANADA ) 239

The group showing the next highest rise is flour, cereals and potatoes. It reached
its lowest point in 1895, and its highest in 1913. Tapioea reached 148-5 in 1912 and
142-9 in 1913; oatmeal 129-9 in 1913; and rice 119-6. Bread, flour and potatoes are
the most important commodities in this group; of these bread stood at its highest in
recent years, reaching 119-5 in 1912 and 120-3 in 1913; flour followed closely through-
out, being 118-5 in 1912 and 1913; potatoes, however, brought the group index down
several points, being only 95-9 in 1912 and 96-6 in 1913.

The group of sugar, jam, currants and raisins, reached its lowest point in 1897
(88-4), and its highest in 1912 (129-2), declining in 1913 (115-7). Sugar, the most
important commodity, steadily increased in price to 137-7 in 1912, but declined to
116-7 in 1913.

The dairy produce index was only 111-1 in 1912 and 109-3 in 1913, having been
at its lowest in 1895 at 92-4. Cheese, eggs and butter followed nearly the same rate
of advance. Milk remained stationary. ‘

The tea, coffee and cocoa group showed the least advance. Tea was high in 1904
owing to the imposition of a higher duty.

Summing up, the important commodities having the greatest increases in price
of late years in the United Kingdom are bacon. imported beef, bread, flour, and sugar,
while the only important commodity showing the reverse tendency is potatoes.

(2) Special Investigations.

The results of certain special investigations may be cited as supplementary to the
above. .

(a) Board of Trade—~In 1912 a special inquiry was made by the Board of Trade
into rents, retail prices of food and wages in 88 important industrial towns in the
Unietd Kingdom, repeating on an identical basis an investigation conducted in 1905.
The general effect was to show that retail prices increased 13.7 per cent! during the
seven-year period. The following tables? show the geographical distribution of the
upward tendency and the tendency according to population groups throughout the
Bx:itish Isles: .

113 per cent of the 88 cities are weighted according to population.
2C.d. 6956 XXXIX.
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN RETAIL PRICES BETWEEN OCTOBER, 1905,
AND OCTOBER, 1912.
TOWN IN WHICHK THE PERCENTAGE WAS A8 STATED.

Per- Per-
centage h . centage
increase. England and Wales. Scotland. Ireland. increase.
Y20 [Stockport.....cceieeaenenanien 20

S 19

18 Blackburn, Bolton, Gloucester,

. pool, Bootle, Swansea, Wigan.......... 18

17 K:&cllermmster. Newport (Mon.), Roch- .
.................................. 1

16 Birkenhead, Burnley, Burton-on-Trent,

Gnmsby, Preston, St. Helens, York. . 16
16 Bradford, Halifax, Kexghley. Lelcester,

Manchester and Salford, Middles-

brough, Normanton, Peterborongh,

South Shields, Sunderland, Walsall,

R TS U UIE PR Limerick........... 15

14 Birmingham, Carlisle, Coventry, Derby,

Huddersfield, Leeds, Mscclesﬁeld

Nortbampbon, Norwwh Oldham,

Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent, Taunton, .

Warnngton. Wolverhampton... Greenock........o.feeciiiiiiiannciianns 14
13 Barrow-in-Furness, Chatham and Gil-

lingham, Chester, Leigh.............. Edinburgh.......... Belfast............. 13

Crewe, Darlington, Merthyr, Tydfil....|Galashiels..........

12 Cardiff, Gateshead, Hull, Jarrow, Lon-

don (dedle and Tuner Zones), New-{Dundee, Falkirk,

castle-on-Tyne, Plymouth, Devonport{, Glasgow, Paisley..{.................... 12

11 Bedford, Bristol, Luton, Stockton-on-

- T Kilmarnock.........|.... erersieeseranas 11

10 Castleford, Ipswich, Lincoln, London

(OQuter Zone). Nottingham, Reading,

SheeIness. ... o.vvueeereaneecancsoeeienensesovannonassesleoucassossorasnnenns 10

L 2 RO U Dublin.............. 9

8 Croydon, Dover, Southampton, Swindon|..........coooiiiii]eerreieaiiaanot. 8

7 Portsmouth.....c...ooviviiieneiiiarneioirmiii i 7

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES—POPULATION GROUPS.

MeAN PERCENTAGE INCREARE 1 RETAIL PRICES

BETWEXEN OCTOBER, 1905, AND OCTOBER, 1912.

Number
of
Population Group. towns
Included.] Meat Other Total ~ Food and

(British).] Food. Food. | Coal. Coal.

Middle Zone........ 1 11 1 1 . 16 12

Loadon........... Inner Zoue.......... 1 9 12 11 17 12

(Outer Zone......... J 8 10 10 7! 10

Other towns with population exceeding|

250,000, ............ .. e 14 8-1 13-4 12-1 22.6 13-0
Population from 100,000 to 250,000...... 28 9.8 -8 13-4 20-9 4.2
Population from 50,000 to 100,000........ 23 8-6 14-3 12-7 2.7 13-8
Population from 14,000 to 50,000...... . 24 9-0 14-1 12.7 23-3 13-6

From the above it will be seen that in every one of the towns there has been an
increase, the minimum advance being 7 per cent and the maximum 20 per cent. The




COST OF LIVING IN CAN\ADA

241

highest rate of advance was in Lancashire and Cheshire and the lowest in the southern
counties of England. The rise in London has been on the whole somewhat less than
the mean rise in the other towns investigated.!

INDEX NUMBER OF THE PRICE OF BREAD.

London.

Edinburgh.

Dublin.

.

142-3
119-2
100-0
. 105-8
117-3
111-5

138-8
103-§
100-0
105-3
118-4
118-4

138-1
119-0
100-0
114-3
. 119-0
123-8

This shows that the price of bread has not advanced as rapidly in London as in
Edinburgh and Dublin. Other tables given by the Board of Trade, however, bear out

“the fact that the rise in prices in London is fairly representati

Kingdom.

ve of the whole United

MEAN PERCENTAGE INCREASE (:0-) OR DECREASE (—) IN PREDOMINANT RETAIL

PRICES PAID BY THE WORKING CLASSES, BETWEEN OCTOBER, 1905, AND
OCTOBER, 1912,
4
BriTisa Mxar.
Geographical Groups. Tea. | Sugar. Bacon. Eggs.
Beef. |Mutton.| Pork.

Middle Zone........ +11-7 4 7.7 +10-3| Nil. Nil. +18-3 +28-8
London....... Inner Zone.......... + 9-5| + 7-3] +12:1f - 2.0 + 2-0 +21-3 +27-8
Outer Zone......... + 9-5 + 3-1] +13-5 Nil + 1-5 +17-9 +18.6
Northern Counties and Cleveland..| +12-1] + 9-6| +14.6/ — 5-6] — 3.3{ +40.2 (4+37-7)| + 6.9
Yorkshire (except Cleveland)...... 410-1 4+ 7-5| +14-00 - 8.0/ Nil. | +38-4 (+29:1)| + 6.6
Lancashire and Cheshire........... +10-0| <+ 88 +13-2 — 3.3 — 0-3 +33-4(+25:2) | +21-4
Midlands. ..o ... ... + 83| + 49| 4131} — 11| — 0-8 +37-8 (4+30:7) +12-1
Eastern and East Midland Counties]| -+ 6-9] -+ 4-4] +10-4] — 2-4 — 1-4{+27-0(4+23:3)| 4+ 7-0
Southern Counties................. 4+ 63} + 2:5 +12.7] —3-5~— 1-1] +25-5(+24-2)| + 8-6
Wales and Monmouth.............. +11-5] +10-5 +15-8] — 4-2] Nil. | 433-5(428-8) +31.8
Seotland...............oieieina +14.7] + 900 +411-7] -~ 8-3| +0-7| +4+21-7 (+15:7) +11.9
Ireland................ccovvvnnn.. + 33 +23 +86 —1.77 4+7.7]|427-8(+23-0)| +21-0

Cheese. Butter.* Pota- | Flour. | Bread. | Milk. | Coal.

toes.

Middle Zone........ +19-0 +10-0 +14-0f 414-4 +15-3] Nil +16.2
London....... Inner Zone.......... +17-4 +10-9 +13-8( * +12-01 +19-5/ Nil. +17-4

. Outer Zone. ........ +19-7 + 96 +17-1 +14- +14-0 Nil +13-7
T\orthe{'n Counties and Cleveland..| +19-2| +10-9 (410-2) | +42-8] +14-3] + 9-7] + 4.0 +27-4
Yorks)n;e (except Cleveland)...... +17-9] +11-1 (4 9-6) | +41-1] +19-1| +16-3| +14-7| +18.9
Lancashire and Cheshire........... +19-2{ + 9-5 (4 9-2) | +62- +16-4] +22.3] +10-6] +25-5
Midlands............... .00 00000 +20-5 +10-2 (+10-4) | +50-9] +15-1] +15-8 +16-6] +22-0
Easternand East Midland Coun-

Bes e +17-1[ + 9.9 (4 9-6) | +50-3| +18.0f +10-70 + 7.70 +27.7
Southern Counties................. +20- 6! +10-9 +27-31 4125 4102 + 3-8 +13-7
Wales and Monmouth.............. +20-8 + 8.3 (+ 7-8)| +30-5| +18.3 +18-0 +16-5 +15-0

eotland.. ... oL +17-5| + 7-7 (+6-7 ) +37-1] 4+11-2) "413-0f <+ 2:9| +24-1
Ireland...... . ... 000000 +14-3 +10-0 +50-2 +13-5f +19-0 + 8.0 +25-8

’me.a table given in the ‘‘Abstract of Labour Statistics’ for 1912 (p. 142), the following figurcs showing
th‘(- Increase in the cost of bread in London, Edinburgh and Dublin, are taken (prices in 1900=100).
he figures in brackets are those obtained if account be taken only of those descriptions of bacon

and~ butter for
8 higher class

82696—16

which predominant prices are available for both 1905 and 1912. In certain cases, however,
article has come into use since 1905. .
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;
. The mean percentage changes in the several articles in the 88 towns taken as s
i whole, follows:— .
g . Percentage
% ‘Commodity. Increase (+) or
: . Decrease (—).
; Beef, British.................... + 9-5
Mutton, British + 6-1
i Pork, British........c...covveenn.. +12.8
il CA. . iuierervraasacrsssacsrrassanen - 3-8
1 Sugar........coiiiiiiiii - 0-2
Bacon.....coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, +32-1
B - T +13-6
Cheese........oocvvnrivneineninnnns +18.8
; BUtter... . oo oirinearanineannenns +99
2 Potatoes..........cocvviiiiiiniin +4+46-1
Flour.......oooooiiiiiiiiiiin... +15-1
i Bread................ ..ol +15-3
; Milk. + 9.4
L1077 G +22-5
All above commodities +13.7

(b) Other Investigations.—The results of certain other recent investigations are
shown in the following table:—

(1) 2) (3) (4)
Co-oper- Mr.G. H W
ative . X
Year G. H. Wood. [A.L.Bow-}] Wholesale
ley Society 1 2 3
97 |l 93 o4 978
98 ... 93 95 97
98 {............ 97-8 93 98
99 i........... 94 95 98
9 | 94 99 99-5
§ 9 ... ... 96 97 100
99 96 06 100
96-5 94 - 100
+ 98 98 102
99 100 103
98 101 103
100 100 104
101 103 105

(1) Prices in 1850 = 100. Arficle on Real Wages and the Standard of Comfort since 1850.~—Journal of the
Royal Statistical Society, 1909. Data obtained largely from Board of Trade Publications.

(2) Daily News,Oct.9,1911. List of articles not given, quoted in article cited in preceding paragraph.

(3) Pricesin 1898 = 100. Number of articles, 8. Index number made from prices at wholesale, b:
on an average weekly family grocery order, compiled by the Cooperative Wholesale Society, Limited,
Manchester, England. The commodities included are 1 lb. bacon, 2 ibs. butter, § Ib. cheese, 2 1bs. flour.

4 1b. lard, 1 1b. meal, 4 lbs. sugar and } 1b. tea.

(4) The course of real wages in London, 1900-1912—Journal of Royal Statistical Society, December, 1913.
Number of articles, 14. Prices 1911 = 100. Column No. 1 based on data obtained from working class
firms; Column No. 2 on data from middle class firms; Column No. 3 on data from all firms. The commo-
dities included are beef, mutton, pork, b , butter, ch , sugar rice, tea, bread, flour and milk.

Only very general comparisons are possible from these index numbers, owing to
differences in commodities, weighting and base, but it will be seen that the generﬂl
effect is to show a less rapid rate of advance than that of the Board of Trade; especially
is this the case of Mr. Bowley’s and Mr. Wood’s numbers.
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DIRECT COMPARISONS OF RECENT PRICE TENDENCIES IN THE UNITED EINGDOM AND CANADA.

In the foregoing the attempt has been to indicate in a general way by existing
statistical combinations what the advances in the two countries have been. To make
satisfactory comparisons, however, it is necessary to bring the same articles in each
case into juxtaposition. '

(a) Wholesale Prices—The statistics of the two countries above referred to include
fifty-two articles common to both. The index numbers for these are included in table
« A7 of the appendix (those for the United Kingdom, however, are complete only to
1912). A simple average of the numbers is as follows :(—

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

1600-1913
Number of Articles, 52* i Prices 1900 = 100.
+

1900 1901 1902 1003 1904 1005 1906
CanBd. .ovvveneneeniennnns 1 1000 [ 985 9.5 | 1008 | 1006 | 1061 | 1097
United Kingdom. ........... 100-0 -1 95-1 95-0 95-7 831 | 103-6

1907 1008 1909 1910 o | o102 1913

157 | mnre | nae | 1200 | 1228 | 1304 | 1266

108.8 | 1020 | 1027 | 1081 | 1103 | 1152 | 157

*The statistics for all fifty-two articles are in the case of Canada from official sources. In the caseol
the United Kingdom, preference was given to official sources and the statistics for 42 articles are from the
Board of Trade reports as follows: barley (two grades), oats (two grades), wheat (two grades), corn,
flaxseed, bacon, pork, ham, beef, mutton, butter, cheese, eggs, milk, fish, potatoes, rice, chocolate, coffee,
tea, sugar, wool, silk, flax, jute, cotton, hides, copper, iron (pig), lead, tin, zinc, coal oil, coal, timber,
bricks, whiskey, tobacco, rubber, Of the remainder, the following eight are from Sauerbeck, namely,
flour, iron bar. rope, leather, tallow, linseed oil, carbonate of soda, indigo, while two, yarn and cloth,
are from the Economist.

It will he seen that the rise in wholesale prices according to this showing has been
30 per cent in Canada compared with 15 per cent in the United Kingdom. In both
countries there was a recession in 1901, but whereas the recovery was almost immediate
in Canada it was not until 1905 that it was effected in Great Britain. Thereafter,
until 1907, the lines went up together. The recovery of buoyancy in 1909 after the
setback of 1908 was more marked in Canada. In 1910 and 1911 the rise was pro-
nounced in both countries, but the Canadian advance of 1912 outdistanced the con-
temporary rise in the United Kingdom. This last spurt and the steadiness of 1902-04
iil1 Canada accounted for most of the gain which the final Canadian index number
shows.

Glancing at the record from the standpoint of the commodities included: in 1912,
33 of the 52 commodities showed a greater increase in Canada tham in the United
Kingdom. Generally speaking, animal products, dairy products, potatoes, flour and
grains have advanced more rapidly in Canada. Canadian coal advanced in 1912 to
161-5, against a British index number of 76-1; Canadian timber to 146-0 against 98-7
and Canadian bricks to 175-6 against 79-2. Textiles held about the same rises from
1900 on, but in 1912 raw cotton, raw silk, raw flax, jute, wool and cloth had gone up
less in Canada. Metals averaged about the same: in 1912 copper and lead had the

82696—16}
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same index numbers in both countries; English pig iron and iron bar were less buoyant
L than the Canadian, being 87-6 against 106-8, but Canadian tin was only 140-3 against

' the British 157-9 and Canadian zine 105-1 against the British 125-6.

(b) Retail Prices—The official statistics of retail prices of the two countries
enable direct comparison to be made between 16 articles of food for the years 1800-
; 1913. The total index numbers for these, weighted, are given below. The numbers
T for the individual commodities may be found in the appendix.
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WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 52. Prices 1900=100. .
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TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 16.* . Prices 1900 = 100
' 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913

Food only—e -

Canada.......................... e 100-0 110-4 129-7 139-9 144.4 145-0

United Kingdom..................... 100-0 101-3 107-5 108-8 113-8 113-8
Food and coal— '

Canada............ccovvviiiininnnnn. 100-0 110-1 127-9 135-1 140.9 139-8

United Kingdom.............. e 100-0 96-7 102-7 103-8 108-4 109-2

*Namely, beef, mutton, pork, bacon, eggs, milk, butter, cheese, bread, flour, oatmeal, rice, sugar
coffee, potatoes, tea. :

*  In retail prices much the same story is told as in the case of wholesale. The rise
has been considerably greater in Canada, say 40-45 per cent compared with 14 per cent.
In retail prices, as in wholesale, the Canadian rise of the opening years of the century
was not reproduced in Great Britain. In 1910 and 1911 also the Canadian rise was
more pronounced. In 1912, however, the rise in England was quite as remarkable as
the corresponding rise in Canada.

As between 1900 and 1913, eleven of the sixteen commodities rose more rapidly in
Canada than in London; of these meat products, dairy products, potatoes and flour,
show much larger increases; the index number for eggs is respectively 188-7 in Canada
and 112-5 in London; pork 167-2 against 109-9; beef, 166-6 against 120.5; potatoes
153-0 against 96-6; and flour 132-0 against 118-5. On the other hand, five London
index numbers were higher in 1913, namely bread, oatmeal, rice, sugar and coffee. The
total weighted index number, formed from this comparison, gives a larger increase in
Canada than in London, being respectively 129-7 in Canada in 1910 and 107-5 in the
United Kingdom, 189-9 in Canada in 1911 against 108-5 in the United Kingdom, 144 .4
in Canada in 1912 against 113.8 in the United Kingdom, and 145.0 in Canada in 1913
against 113.8 in the United Kingdom.

m
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOODS IN CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles 16. . ) Prices 1900=100.
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COMPARISON OF PRESENT PRICES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND CANADA. °

It remains to note whether actual present prices are higher in the United Kingdom
U or in Canada. Because prices have advanced more rapidly in Canada than in England

; it does not necessarily follow, except inferentially, that they are now actually higher,
: In order to throw light on this point four tables are given herewith.!

The first contains the average prices of thirteen commodities in eighty-eight towng
including London in England,® and of the same commodities in fifty-five towns in
Canada3 It will be noted that the British prices are for October and the Canadian
prices for the whole year. But as October was selected by the Board of Trade as being
on the whole the most representative month, this difference, will probably not invalidate
: the comparison. In addition, a weekly budget has been worked out in the terms of the
i British and Canadian prices respectively. It will be seen that the Canadian prices of
bread, sugar, cheese and potatoes are considerably above the British; mutton, tes,
: bacon, eggs, flour, butter and milk are slightly higher in Canada; and beef and pork

are lower. The budget works out about 10 per cent higher than in England. ‘

The second table gives a comparison of the same articles in London and Montreal,
respectively in October, 1912. The London prices of sugar, eggs, cheese, potatoes and
bread are considerably below the Montreal prices. Other prices are about the same,
Montreal beef steak and pork are markedly lower. The excess of Montreal prices over
London amounts to about 17 per cent.

g e

1 The comparison is limited to retail prices. An analysis of wholesale prices based on the
official statistics of the two countries appears in the subjoined table printed in the * Monetary
Times” Annual, 1914. The purpose of the table is to show the * spread between English and
Canadian prices in 1900 and 1912, the review being limited to foodstuffs. The table shows that
in 1900, Canadian wholesale prices of the articles in question were 74.3 per cent of current
English prices, whereas to-day they are 93.8 per cent. British prices are shown by the table
to have risen 20 per cent between 1900 and 1912, whereas Canadian prices have risen during
the same interval from a point about 25 per cent below British prices of 1900 to a point about
16 per cent higher than that level. The table shows that for several important articles Can-
adian prices are the lower. The entire group works out at about 6 per cent lower, and the list
of grains is lower to a marked degree. Beef, mutton, milk and cheese also are lower, though
butter, eggs, bacon, sugar and potatoes are higher. The table, however, is based on wholesale
) prices and is somewhat overloaded with raw materials, both of which considerations impair its
N value as directly reflecting cost of llving. The consumer purchases flour, not wheat, oatmeal,
' not oats, etc., and he buys them at retail, not wholesale prices.

2 Cost of Living of the Working Classes, 1912 (Board of Trade, Cd. 6955). See also *“ Ap-
pendices to Evidence from the Select Committee on Post Office Servants ™ (268), 1913.

3 From Appendix 2, p. 86, preceding.
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CONTINUATION OF FOOTNOTE (1) ON PAGE 248.

AVERAGE. . PRICE RATIOS.
¢ Yearly Prices (wholesale)
Percentage of {Percentage of|Percentage of| Percentage of
Canadian Canadian British Canadian
3 R L prices prices prices prices
Commodity . Unit Canada Great Britain in 1900 of in 1912 of. in 1912 of in 1912 of
. British prices|British prices|British prices|British prices
N - in 1000 in 1912 in 1900 in
. 1900 1912 1900 1912
Q
. . N S
Wheat........................ 65-91 9767 81.87 105-7 80-5° 02-4 129-1 119-3 L}
Wheat..oooooouiiiiiae, 74-56 97-44 88.7 110-5 84-1 881 124-7 109-8 o
Barley..... | I [P 40.72 79-67 75-8 93-3 563-7 85-3 123-1 105-1 y
Barley....c........... e 35-901 57-79 65-6 84.9 54-7 681 120-5 88-1 t
Oats......covvvievvnnnn e 26-66 46-31 535 65-4 49-8 70-7 122-3 86-6 Ry
Oata................... 34-33 40-74 4.1 57-8 77-8 70-5 133-0 923 S
Maize (corn)........... . 46-04 76-13 61.9 84.4 74-4 90-2 130-0 122.8 2o

Potatoes............... P 41.25 132-40 88-5 08-5 46-8 134-4 111-3 149-6 [
Beef. .o 7-875 12.903 14-7 16-7 53-8 77-2 113-8 87-7 Y~
Mutton................ e 7-87 12-90 18.2 19-0 43-2 67-8 104.2 70-8 Y

Bncon................. e 12-13 16-79 10-2 15-3 118-9 109-7 150-5 164-6
Milk.................. Coeeres e 15-5 18-83 17.0 19-3 01-5 97-6 113-5 110-7 E
Butter................. 20-62 29-31 22-5 25-3 91.6 115-9 112.3 130-3 Y
Cheese.............. 1-21 13:-92 12.3 15:8 91-1 89-2 126-9 113-1 '
Eggs................ .. 14-0 2568 . 15-6 21-4 { - 89:7 120-0 137-3 164-6 R~
SUAF....oiiiiii i 4604 531-7 311.7 401-5 »  150- 132-8 128-6 170-5 B

74.3 93-8 120-3 114-8

N .
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The third and fourth tables give similar comparisons as between Manchester and
Toronto, and Hamilton and Walsall, these being towns occupying about the same
relative position in the two countries. It will be seen that the Toronto prices are about
11.5 per cent higher than Manchester and the Hamilton prices about 14.4 per cent
higher than Walsall.

The tables, of course, are not to be regarded as more than rough indications of the
respective price levels. For final comparisons, investigations on the same basis and
by the same persons is imperative.

BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES, UNITED KINGDOM (OCTOBER, 1912) AND CANADA,
(AVERAGE YEAR, 1912).

i
1
Price (per unit). Cost per week.
Quantity
Commodity. Consumed
Per week .
United Kingdom Canada United Canada
’ Kingdom
8. d. cents, cents cents cents
Beel,lb.................... 4 1bs. 8-10 18-3 17-4 73-2 60-6
Mutton, Ib..................| 2lbs. 8-9} 17-7 17-8 35-4 .35-8
Pork, lb...coovniiinean..... 2 lbs. 84-94 18-2 17-5 36-4 35-0
Tea, Ibe.cooooiiina... }1b. 16-18 34-5 35-6 17-2 17-8
Sugar, granulated, 1b....... 6 Ibs. 2-23 4-3 6-5 25-8 39-0
Bacon, Ib.....ocouiiinnn... 11b. 10-11 21-3 22-5 21-3 22-5
Eggs,doz.................. 2 dos. J4-18* 32-9 34-3 65-8 68-6
Cheese, Ib..... [ 2 lbs. 89 17-2 20-1 34-4 40-2
Butter, 1b.................. 3 lbs. 15-168 31-4 31-7 94-2 95-1
Potatoes, per 90 1bs.........| 2 pks. 45-58 104-4 145-0 34-8 48-3 -
Flour,1b....%.............. 10 lbs. lj—lz 3-05 3-4 30-5 340
Bread,lb................... 15 lbs. 131 2.9 4-0 43-4 60-0
Milk, per qt................ 6 qts. 344 7-6 8-3 45-6 49-8 .
'
$5 58 $6 15

*Irish eggs.
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Quantity
Consumed
per week

Montreal
Cents
per lb.

Steak (Br) .. ..ot i e
Steak (Imp.). ..o
Mutton, leg (Br)...........ooooiinn
Mutton, leg (Imp.).....cooovivninn
Pnrk fresh...................coiu
‘%ugar, granulated.....................
Bm‘on ................................

b

B ma RN DD v s D N
FrrErEy

|-
<]
]

21b.

30-45 (a)

20-22

29-30
1-00 (b)
3.7

<04
09 (c)

London Montreal
per per

week week
56-76
48-60 88
1826 f.........inn
12-67 36
36-50 30
17-23 17
24.30 33
20-03 22
4866 80
3448 42
32-11 90
2666 33
37. 37
34.2 60
48-6 54

5-46, 6-42

(a) Eggs per dozen (Foreum eggs at London).
(b) Potatoes per 90 1b

(c) Milk per quart.

(d) Per 71b.

FAVNVO NI DNIAIT 40 ISOD
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BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES, MANCHESTER AND TORONTO.

R OCTOBER, 1912.
I . ) Price (per unit). Cost per Week.
H ) Quantity
Commodity. Consumed
+ per Week. Manchester. Toronto. | Manchester {Toronto
y ° 8. d.[ cents. cents. centa. , |cents.
21b. 11—13+ 243 |.......... 48-6
2 1b. t 17-2 22-5 344 900
11b 9—104% 198 |.......... 19-8
11b 6—641 127 16-5 12-7 33-0
21b 91—10 19-8 17 38-6 34-00
31b 16 32-4 30-0 16-2 15-
61b 2—23 4:31 5.-55 25-86 33-3
11b 10—12 22.30 20-0 22.3 20-0
— 2 doz 1814 36:-48 37-5 73-0 75-0
21b. 16 17.2 22.0 M4-4 44.
31b. 12-14 26-4 32-5 79-2 97-5
2 pks. 109-5 125-0 36-5 4.7
10 1b. 13 3-0 3- 30-0 30-0
15 1b. 13 2-5 3. 37-5 45.0
68 qts. 314 7-6 10- 45-6 60-0
$5-54 $6-18
f
*British.
{Imported.
{Irish eggs.
BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES, WALSALL AND HAMILTON.
« OCTOBER, 1912.
: Price (per unit). Cost per Week.
Quantity
Consumed
Commodity. ver Week.| - Walsall. Hamilton] Walsall | Hamilton
- s. .d. centa. cents. cents. cents
Beef,lb.......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaa, 21b 1 * 2433 |.......... 48-66
Beef,Ib...c.ooviniiiiiiieiniiiiiannn.. 21b 7-8 15-21 23-0 30-42 92-0
Mutton,lb........oooiiiii 11b. 9-10* 19-26 .......... 19-26 .
Mutton, Ib.......ccoiiviiiiiiiiiie., 11b. 56 { 11-15 18-20 11-15 33-0
Pork, fresh, Ib..........ccvivevnnnnn.. 21b 8-8% 16-73 17-18 33-48 35-
e, Db, ib 16-18 3447 25-40 17-23 “16-2
Sugar,lb.. ... 61b 13-2 3-80 63-7 22-80 40-5
Bacon,Ib......cooiiiiiriiiiiii e 11b. 94-11 20-78 22-0 20-78 220
Eggs, dozen...........cocivvniiininnann 2 dos. 1- 03} 24-33 32-38 48-66 70-0
Cheese, Canadian, lb................... 2 1b. 8 16-22 18-22 32-44 40-
Butter,lb...........coiviiiiiiiiiae 31b. 1415 20-40 30-32 88-20, 93-
Potatoes, per901b..................... 2 pks. 4 8 109-5 90- 36-50 30-
our,Ib.......i e 10 1b 1-43 2-90 3 29-00 30-
Bread,lb..........covviiiiiiinann.. 15 lb. 1-37 2-78 33 41-70 50-
Milk, quart............cvvviniennnnnn. 68 qts 4 8-11 48.60 48-
$5-20 805
)
*British.
fImported.

${Foreign.
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(II). THE UNITED STATES.

(1) Wholesale Prices.—The ‘course of wholesale prices in the United States is
shown in the accompanying table by means of three index numbers: (1) that of the
Bureau of Labour Statistics, which includes 255 commodities, of which 54 are raw
materials and the remainder manufactured articles; (2) the Gibson index number, a
continuation of Duns from 1907, including 22 foods; and (3) Bradstreet’s index
number, representing 106 raw and manufactured .articles. All three show a general
fall from 1890 to 1897, and a pronounced rise from that year to the present.! The
Labour Bureau’s index number and Bradstreet’s follow nearly the same fluctuations,
reaching their highest points in 1913; the Gibson number has fluctuated more violently,
reaching its highest point in 1912. The Gibson number, however, being representative
only of foods, is comparable rather with the food groups of the more inclusive num-
bers. Thus the food group of the Labour Bureau’s number rose to 133-9 in 1912 and
fell to 131-6 in 1913 compared with a rise on the part of the Gibson number to 141-7
in 1912 and a recession to 131-5 in 1913. The 20 “ farm products ” of the departmental
number went even higher, but the other groups all showed less extreme fluctuations.

There is a general similarity in the method of grouping employed by the Canadian
and the United States departments, and more the important tendencies as between the
‘two countries may be distinguished by comparing the two sets of figures. The general
index number for the United States was steadily higher than the Canadian between
1900 and 1911, after which the latter forged ahead. Among the groups there appears
general similarity of movement where the constituent elements are at all similar, as
in metals, building materials, drugs and chemicals, and house furnishings.

1 Average wholesale prices in the United States according to the latest report of the Bureau
of Labour “declined each year from 18390 to 1897, or eight years of constantly falling prices.
From 1898 to 1913 was a period of advancing prices with only four of the 16 years showing a
decrease from the prices of the previous year. These four years were 1901, 1904, 1908 and 1911.
The decline of the 1908 prices from those of 1907 were heavier than the decline ln 1901, 1904 or
1911. The extent of the recession in 1911 was nearly the same as in 1901, slightly more than
in 1904, and much less than in 1908. Prices advanced sharply in 1912 and again slightly in
1913 to the highest point reached in the 24 years covered by this compilation. The lowest year
of the 24-year period was 1897.”

e



THE COURSE

OF PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES, 1800-1913; INDEX NUMBER OF PRICES WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

WHoLEsaLE PRicEs.

Reram PricEs.

Department of Labour.

Bradstreet.
commodities.*

(unweighted).

Foods*

One hundred and six

Gibson§
Twenty-two

Department of Labour.*

Simple average of the index
numbers of 15 articles of food

in the United States.
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(85)c | (13)d | (38)e | (28)f | (9)g (13)i
. 106-3 | 86.6 ( 989 959 | 952 100-5
. 104-3| 84.9| 927 903.7| 895 99-6
. 102-1] 83.7| 87.9| 888} 889 96-7
. 100-4 | 82-7| 835| 880 868 96-4
. 80-6 | 76-5| 753 83.2| 77-6 90-9
85-2 86-8| 81-0| 764| 81.3| 759 85-9
71-5 855 85| 77.7| 80-8| 800 83-1
77-8 85.3| 79-7| T1-9| 781} 818 83-8
87 8 874 7189 T1-7| 82-8| 921 84-0
91-3 90-5| 86-9| 952 o015 962 888
100-0 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100.0 | 100-0 | 1 100-0
106-7 4.6 | 98.8| 929 1009| 996 97-8
119-1 95-51 111-1]| 973 102.7| 987 1040
108-5 99.9( 123.5] 97.6| 1058 973 103-5
5-1 102-9 | 109-7| 90-9| 1081 | 950 101-8
. 104-9 | 106-6 | 101-6 | 110-4 | 94-3 102-8
112-4 | 100-1| 112.2| 121:1] 878 110-3
1u8-51 111-7| 119-0| 126.9 | 94-7 115-8
109-4 | 108.2{ 104-1 | 115-1 | 954 1092
111.9| 1069 | 103-6 | 1196 97-1 114-7
1157 | 103-81 106-6 | 1324 [ 101-1 121-3
19| 100-3| 99-1| 130-8| 103-9 119-5
112-9 | 110-8 | 104-7 |, 129-0 | 106-2 121-5
157 | 117.7| 1059 | 131.2§ 1073 124-9
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(a) Barley, cattle. (b) Corn, cotton, flaxseed, hay, hides, hogs (2), hops, horses, mules,
oats, poultry, rye, sheep (2), tobacco, wheat. (b) Beans, bread (4), butter (3), canned goods
(3), cheese, coffee, eggs, fish (4), flour (4), fruit (4), glucose, lard, meal (2), meat (9), milk,
molasses, poultry, rice, salt, soda, spices, starch, sugar (2), tallow, tea, vegetables (3), vinegar.
(¢) Bags, blankets (2), boots and shoes (4), broadcloths, calico, carpets (3), cotton flannels
(2), cotton thread, cotton yarns (2), denims, drillings (2), flannels, ginghams (2), horse
blankets, hosiery (3), leather (4), linen shoe thread, overcoatings (2), print cloths, sheetings
(6). shirtings (4), silk (2), suitings (4), tickings, trouserings, underwear (2), women’'s dress
goods (8), wool (2), worsted yarns (2). (d) Candles, coal (7), coke, matches, petroleum (3).
(¢) Augers, axes, bar iron (2), bait wire, butts, chisels, copper (3), door knobs, files, hammers,
Jead, lead pipe, locks, nails (2), pig iron (4), planes, quicksilver, saws (2), shovels, silver,
spelter, steel billets, steel rails, steel sheets, tin, tin plates, trowels, vises, wood screws, zinc.
(f) Brick, carbonate of lead, cement (2), doors, hemlock, lime, linseed oil, maple, oak (2), oxide
of zine, pine (4), plate glass (2), poplar, putty, rosin, shingles (2), spruce, tar, turpentine,
window glass (2). (g) Alcoho! (2), alum, brimstone, glycerine, muriatic acid, opium, quinine,
sulphuric acid. (A) Earthenware (3), furniture (4), glassware (3), table cutlery (2), wooden-
ware (2). (i) Cottonseed meal, cottonseed oil, jute, malt, paper (2), proof spirits, rope, rubber,
goap, starch, tobacco (2).

§ In continuation of Dun’s Index Number. It includes wheat, flour (2), barley, oats, corn,
corn meal, potatoes, rye, sugar (2), coffee, tea, beef (3), mutton (2), pork, bacon, hams,
butter. 1 Breadstuffs, livestock, provisions and groceries, fruits, hides and leather, textiles,
metals, coal and coke, oils, naval stores, building materials, drugs and chemicals, miscellaneous.
The original number is constructed by adding together the prices of 1 pound of each commodity.
This gives undue prominence to high priced articles. The fact that silver, silk, etc., have de-
clined rapidly in recent years probably accounts for the small rise in the number, which, at
January 1, 1914, stood at 110.8. * Sirloin steak, round steak, rib roast, pork chops, bacon
smoked, ham smoked, lard (pure), hens, flour, wheat, corn meal, eggs (strictly fresh), butter
(creamery),potatoes (Irish), sugar (granulated), milk (fresh).

(2) Retail Prices.—The index numbers of retail prices herewith given are the
. weighted and unweighted numbers of the United States Bureau of Labour Statistics.
As at present computed, the number is based on prices of 15 articles of food,! with
anthracite and bituminous coal and household gas, in 40 of the most important indus-
trial cities of the United States. The data is obtained from approximately 760 retail
stores, 140 bakeries, 250 retail coal dealers, and 65 gas companies. The 40 cities repre-
sent 32 states.?

On the whole the American retail price record shows a more rapid advance than
the Canadian between 1900 and 1913, viz., 58 per cent compared with 38 per cent. The
rise has been steady and the widening of the “spread” between the two persistent.
The American number, of course, contains only about half as many articles as the
Canadian. This fact gives a preponderating importance to the influence of meat
prices, in which the rise during recent years has been very marked in the United States.
In 1913, bacon was 104-8 per cent higher than in 1900; pork chops, 96-3 per cent, and
round steak 81-7 per cent. The meat product which has advanced the least is lard, yet
this has gone up 58-8 per cent. Intervening come roasting beef, hams, and sirloin
steak. Eggs have also showed a rapid advance, 76-4 per cent. Other advances are,
butter, 51-2 per cent, potatoes 63-0, milk, 40-2, flour 34.7, corn meal 68.3, and hens
72-5. Only one commodity was lower on the average in 1913 than in 1900, namely,
sugar, which was down 8-3 per cent.

1 Namely, sirloin steak, rib roast, pork chops, bacon smoked, lard, hens, wheat, flour, corn,
milk, eggs, starch, creamery butter, potatoes and granulated sugar. The weights used in the
second number represent average working class consumption as revealed by an investigation

iori)ducte)d by the Bureau in 1901. (Eighteenth Annual Report of the U.8. Commissioner of
abour,

2 The method of collection at present followed by the Bureau was only recently adopted.
Erom 1890 to 1907 thirty articles were included in the index number in a varying number of
cities in 33 states. In order to make the results continuous the index number for each com-
modity in 1907 *“ was found by proportion,” i.e., raised or lowered according to the increase or
decrease compared with the average of the prices for 1906 from the same number of returns.
(Bulletin of the U.S. Bureau of Labour, No. 77, July, 1908, page 213.) .

e
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DIRECT COMPARISON OF RECENT PRICE TENDENCIES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES.

C (1) Wholesale Prices—The official statistics of the two countries include 135
articles common to both. Of these, 84 have gone up in both countries, but 46! have
gone up faster in Canada than in the United States, while 382 have gone up faster
in the United States than in Canada. Altogether 20 articles have gone down in both
countries; in the case of 10° of these the declines have been more marked in Canada
than in the United States, whereas in 10* others the reverse was the case. In five®
cases the tendency was the same. In the remaining 26° articles, the price tendency
has varied, being upward in one country and downward in the other. The final com-
parative index number is as follows:—

TREND OF WHdLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, 1900-1913.

No. of articles, 135. Prices 1900=100.

—_ 1900 | 1901 | 1902 1903,1904 1905 1906l1907 1908 | 1909 | 1910 { 1911 | 1912 | 1913

Canada...| 100- | 100-8( 101-9] 102.8| 103-6{ 107-8| 110-8) 116-2| 112-7| 113-6| 117-5| 120-0{ 128-0| 127-7

United .
States...| 100- | 99-1| 103-9{ 103-3| 102-8] 104-5| 110-8 ll7-6| 110-0| 113-2| 118-0| 118-4| 122-6| 119-6

~

1 Namely, hay, rye, wheat, beef, cattle, sheep, eges, milk, salmon, beans, potatoes, flour (two lines),
rice, coffee, salt, denim, ticking, shirting, saxony, gingham (two lines), leather (three lines), boots and
shoes (three lines), steel billets, coal, bituminous (two lines), pine, shingles, maple, oak, bricks, white lead,
kitchen chairs, kitchen tables, alcohol, alum, glycerine, malt, rove and starrg.

2. The articles which have gone up faster in the United States than in Canada are as follows:
barley, corn, bacon, ham, hogs, lard, mutton, pork, butter (two lines), cheese, cod fish, salted herring,
apples, prunes, prints, bread, glucose, jute, flannelette, hides, tallow, spelter, tin, zinc, axes, vices, coal
(anthracite), coal oil, pine (two lines), spruce, lime, tar, rosin, pails, brimstone, opium.

3- Namely, flax, raisins, currants, soda, bicarbonate of copper, silver, cement, turpentine,
table cutlery, alcohol.

4. Namely, granulated sugar, iron, common bar; coke, nails (two lines), wire, iron, linseed oil,
tumblers, quinine, paper. ’

5- Namely, cotton, upland middling; silk (raw) (two lines), wire, rubber.

6- Namely, oats, mackerel salted, onions, biscuits, tea, molasses, pepper, vinegar, wool, yarn, pi
iron, tinplates, lead, screws, coal oil, matches, lead pipe, putty, window glass, bedroom sets, cups an
saucers, dinner sets, tubs, muriatic acid, sulphuric acid, tobacco.
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WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, 1800-1913.
. S

Number of Articles, 135. . Prices in 1900=100.
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It will be seen that the trend of wholesale prices in the two countries has been very
similar, though the lines vary slightly in direction from time to time. In 1906, after
a somewhat more erractic course in the United States, they came together on exactly
the same level compared with 1900. The setback to commodity prices following the
ﬁnansnal crisis of 1907 was apparently more severe in the United States, the. drop in
the line having been 7-6 points compared with 3-5 in Canada. Ever since 1909, in
fact, the Canadian line has remained above that of the United States. The boom of
1912 was more pronounced in Canada, sending the line up 8 points as compared with
42 in the United States. The subsequent decline was also less marked here than in
the neighbouring republiec. The whole story of the accompanying diagram, in short,
except during 1912, seems to be that prices obey the same general influences but that
they move more conservatively in Canada than in the United States.

| 82696—17
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(2) Retail Prices.—The official statistics of retail prices of Canada and the United
States enable direct comparison to be made of the course followed by 11 articles of
$ood from 1900 to 1913, namely, sirlion steak, roasting beef, fresh pork, smoked bacon,
pure lard, fresh eggs, creamery butter, milk, flour, granulated-sugar and potatoes,
Weighted index numbers showing the course of these articles taken together in the
two countries are as follows: ) :

TREND OF RETAII; PRICES IN CANADA* AND THE UNITED STATES, 1900-1913.

No. of articles, 11. . ) Prices 1900=100.

- 1900 | 1905 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

[0 7 Vs I P T ‘. 100-0
United States. ......cvvvrernereaeorontmuensnsaasasssoncesanenns 100-0,

111-9| 135-2 147'0| 148-4| 1519
113-9] 139-9 14l~0l 150-8| 155-5

The cost of living on this showing has gone up somewhat faster since 1900 in the
United States than in Canada, except during the past two years. Between 1900 and
1905, the United States number went up 13-9 points while the Canadian number
advanced 11-9. In the ensuing 5 years the United States number advanced 26 points
while the Canadian number advanced 23-3 points. In 1910, bowever, the United States
number went up only 1-1 points while the Canadian number went up 11-8 points. The
lead which the Canadian number gained by this advance in 1911 was lost in 1912,

_ during which year the United States number went up 9-8 points while the Canadian
number moved up only 1-4. In 1913 again the American number went up 4-7 points
while the Canadian number went up only 3-4 points. The number of articles included
in the comparison is, of course, limited.

Of the eleven commodities included in the comparison six rose more rapidly in
the United States than in Canada. Fresh pork nearly doubled in price'in the United
States, whereas the advance in Canada was about two-thirds. Bread went up 60 per
cent in the United States compared with 40 per cent in Canada, butter 51 per cent
in the United States compared with 39 per cent in Canada, flour 35 per cent compared
with 32 per cent, and potatoes 63 per cent compared.with 53 per cent. The five remain-
ing commodities which went up faster in Canada than in the United States were sirloin
steak, with an advance of 71 per cent in Canada compared with 60 per cent in the
United States, roasting heef 61 per cent in Canada against 57 per cent in the United
States, eggs 92 per cent compared with 76 per cent, milk 49 per cent compared with
éO per cent and sugar 5 per cent compared with a decline of 8 per cent in the United

tates. , ’

COMPARISON OF PRESENT PRICES IN THE UNITED S8TATES AND CANADA.

The table herewith exhibits a budget of 11 commodities worked out in average
prices as in December, 1913, of the United States and Canada. As already explained,
the United States figures represent the average for 40 cities and the Canadian the
average for 56 cities. The list of commodities includes all that are common to the
official statistics of the two countries. ’

It will be seen that the Canadian prices of potatoes and butter are considerably
lower, and the prices of sirloin steak, pork chops and bacon slightly lower, than the
American; the Canadian and American prices of chuck roast and milk-are the same
while the American prices of lard, eges, flour and sugar are by a good margin below
the Canadian. The budget works out gt about 4 per cent higher in the United States
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOODS IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, 1900-1913."
Number of Articles, 11. Prioces in 1900=1090. -
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than in Canada. It is to be remembered, of course, that the character of the localities
represented is different, the Canadian average reflecting a considerable number of
towns of 10,000-20,000 population whereas the American list is confined to large cities.
That prices tend to be about the same in the two countries is borne out by an
examination of the figures for neighbouring cities. The differences which exist in
grades and standards make close comparisons perilous. Eastern Canadian cities com-
pared with Boston have somewhat lower prices. The larger Ontario citied in turn are
a shade higher than the neighbouring American cities, and thie tendency naturally
becomes more marked in the West. As already stated, however, close comparisons of
this kind to be final require data of a different sort than those herewith available.

BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES* AND CANADAY.
IN DECEMBER, 1913. B

Price (per unit). Cost per Week
Quantity .
Commodity. Consumed
, . per Week.] U.S. Canada. U.8. Canada
cents cents. cents cents.
Sirloinsteak,Ib..........coiiiiioiiiiiiiiiaiiieens 21b. 25-8 23-3 51-2 46-6
Chuck roast, lb....... e e veranarereeanaeas 21b. 15-9 15-9 31-8 318
Pork chops, Ib 21b, 20-6 20-5 41-2 41.0
Bacon, Ib..eiveiireiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeas 11b. 275 26- 27-5 26-0
Lard,1b....... 21b. 15-8 18-4 31-6 36-8
Eggs, dos...... 2 dos. 4-9 49-4 89-8 98-8
Butter,Ib...o.coen i 31b. 40-1 35-4 120-3 106-2
. 10 7 8 qts. 9-1 9-1 54-6 54-8
Flour, 25 1b. bag 101b. 78-3 82-5 31-3 330
Sugar, granulated, lb..... et inenenasaancseannanes 61b. 5-3 55 31-8 33-0
Potatoes, peck....... e reeanum e 2 pks. 27-8 18-85 55-0 37-0
)
. $5-66 $5-45
*Average prices in 40 representative cities in United States.
tAverage prices in fifty-six cities in Canada.
¥
BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN BOSTON AND MONTREAL IN DECEMBER, 1013.
3 Price (per unit.) Cost per Week.
Commodity. * Quantity
. | consumed
per week.| Boston. | Montreal.| Boston. | Montreal
Cents. Cents, Cents. Cents.
Sirloin steak, lb... A 2 lbs. 36-2 23-0 72-4 46-0
Chuck roast, Ib..........viviaeeriiennriioannnnss 2 lbs. 16-2 12-5 32-4 25-0
Porkchops, Jbe.. .o oviv it 2 lbs, 2.0 19-6 4-0 39-0
Bacon, Ib..crerini it it iiisinarees 11b. 244 4.0 24-4 24-0
Lard, Ib... s it eerea e 2 lbs. 15-8 20-0 31-6 40-0
Eggs,dos...... oottt 2 dos. 57-2 75-0 114-4 150-0
Butter, Ib.........oooiiiiiiiiii 3 ibs. 38:1 32.5 114-3 97-8
Milk, Qt.. .ot e i ieie e 6 qts. 8-9 10-0 53-4 60-0
Flour, 25-1b. DBZe. v v eveeeieeininieineeinnnnns 10 lbs. 88-7 85-0 35-8 340
Tyt 2 | S PP 6 Ibs 53 5-0 318 30-0
Potatoes, Peck........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieseananns 2 pecks 25-8 25-0 51-6 50-0
$6.06 $5.96
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BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN BUFFALO, N.Y., AND TORONTO IN DECEMBER, 1913.

_ Price (per unit.) Cost per Week.
Quantity
Commodity. consumed{ Buffalo. | Toronto. | Buffalo. | Toronto.

perweek.! Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents.
Sirloin steak, Ib....oooviiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiie i 2 lbs. 21-8 27-5 43.-6 55-0
Chuck 1088t Ibeceeeenneiieiniairiiianinnoeannns 2 lbs. 15-2 " 17-0 30-4 340
Pork chops, Ibe. v veeernenriariinneienraencnsnns 2 lbs. 17-7 20-0 35-4 40-0
Bacom, Ibe.uieeeeiiii ittt 11b. 20-8 23-5 20-8 23-5
7T 2 D L 7O 2 lbs. 14-2 18:0 28-4 36-0
Eggs, dOZe.ecveriiineinieniiesnerisnseniennennans 2 dos. 47-2 52-5 94-4 105-0
Butter, IDee. . i v eeeeicreii it i 3 lbs. 39-3 30-0 117-9 90-0
T L P S 6 qts. 8-0 10-0 48.0 60-0
Flour, 25-1b. Bag.. e v e e iriiiiieiiiiaiiiaaaann 10 lbs. 72-2 67-5 28-9 27-0
Sugar, Ibue. ittt i e e 6 1bs. 5-2 - 5-0 31-2 30-0
Potatoes, PECK. . vt ieererreneieaeruacsnsasnsans 2 lbs. 26-2 28.7 52-4 57-4

4 , $5.31 $5.58

'

BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN WINNIPEG AND THE AVERAGE OF RETAIL PRICES
PRICES IN ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS IN DECEMBER, 1913.

Price (per Unit). Cost per Week.
' Quantity |St. Paul &{ Winnipeg.|St. Paul &| Winnipeg.

Commodity. consumed| Minne- | Cents. Minne- Centa.

per Week.| apolis apolis.

Cents Centa.
Steak, sirloin, Ibe....ovvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianes 2 lbs. 22-4 25-0 4.8 50-0
Chuck roast, Ib......... PR 2 lbs, 15-0 16-0 . 30-0 32:0
Pork chops, Ib......covvniieveraraaceniasrenncass 2 lbs. 171 22.0 34-2 4.0
Bacon, Ib....iiviriiiiiiiiiiiiiisiieia ettt 11b, 25-7 35-0 25-7 35-0
70 TR | T 2 lbs. 15-2 18-0 30-4 36-0
Eges, dos. ccoeiiiiiii it 2 dos. 38-3 45-0 76-6 90-0
Butter, Ibee.. oot 3 lbs. 36-9 35-0 110-7 105-0
1 O L A 8 qts. 7,8 10-0 46-8 60-0
Flour, 25-1b. bag.....ovvevrireerenrieceseraceiaaes 10 Ibs. 69-5 80-0 27-8 32-0
Sugar, Iba.. ..ot e 6 lbs. 5-1 6-5 30-6 39-0
Potatoes, peck........c.oiviiiiieiannrirnieaenens. 2 lbs. 21-9 25-0 43-8 50-0
$5.01 $5.73

(11).—OTHER BRITISH DOMINIONS—AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, SOUTH AFRICA AND INDIA.

(1) Australia.

The Labour and Industrial Branch of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics has carried out a thorough investigation into the course of prices and the
cost of living during recent years. The results are presented under four headings.

(1) An initial inquiry into household incomes and expenditures in 1911 yielded
some interesting data, though insufficient for general conclusions.!
fact that the distribution of the family expenditures in Australia is as follows: rent,
16-3 per cent; food, 28-4 per cent; clothing, 12-3 per cent; fuel and lighting, 3-4 per
cent; and other items, 39-6 per cent—a valuable guide in the subsequent investigations

into prices.

It disclosed the

1 Prices, Price Indexes, and Coat of Living in Australia. (Report No. 1) pp. 11-15.
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(2) The first of the prices investigations covered “retail prices, house rents and
the cost of living”t The retail prices of 46 articles? (18 being classified as
groceries, 7 under the heading of dairy produce, and 21 as meats) were obtained in
each quarter of each year back to 1901 in the capital town of each of the six states.
The index numbers based on these statistics follow:—

INDEX NUMBERS* OF RETAIL PRICES IN METROPOLITAN TOWNS®* IN AUSTRALIA
1901 to 1912.

(Base Prices in 1911=100.)

~

, Year. Groceries | Dairy Meat. All
) Produce.
100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0
102-5 113-0 113-6 108-6
103-8 106-0 105-4 104-8
95-2 92-2 97-3 95-1
107-1 98-1 96-1 101-4
105-4 98-8 95-6 100-8
96-8 | 101-1 97-5 98-2
106-9 114-5 97-1 106-1
106-6 108-2 94-5 103-5
109-2 105-6 93-0 103-4
109-2 105-8 90-8 102-8 ¢
120-7 120-3 101-8 115-0
TR S P 112-7

*These index numbers are average percentages, weighted according to consumption and population

in each case
“Sydney, Melbourne, anbane, Adelmde, Perth and Hobart.

The rise in retail prices in Australia since 1901 has apparently been in the neigh-
bourhood of 13 per cent. There was a rapid move upward in 1902, but a drop in 1904.
The year 1908 again was high, but 1911 -saw little change from 1900. A very rapid
rise (14 per cent) took place in 1912 with a recession in 1913. In groceries, a rapid
rise appeared in 1912. In dairy produce, prices were high in 1902, 1908 and 1912,
which were years of drought; prices were lowest in this group in 1904, a year of low
prices for groceries and meat. Meats showed rises in the drought years. It should
be added that a more comprehensive investigation embracing 30 towns throughout
Australia begun in 1911 shows that cost of living was practically stationary as between
1912 and 1913. Groceries and dairy products have declined, but meats and house rents
have gone up. The following table of index numbers illustrates this:—

1 Prices, Price Indexes, and Cost of Living in Australia. (Report No. 1) pp. 15-42.

2 Bread, flour (ordinary), tea, coffee, sugar, rice, sago, jam, oatmeal, raisins, currants,
starch, blue, candles, soap, potatoes, onions, kerosene, milk, butter, cheese, eggs, bacon middles,
bacon shoulder, ham, beef sirloin, rib, flank, shin, eteak rump, shoulder, buttock, cornered round,
brisket with bone, brisket without bone, mutton leg, shoulder, loin, neck, chops loin, chops leg,
chops neck, pork leg, loin, belly, chops.
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COST OF LIVING INDEX NUMBERS.
(Retail Prices and Rents in Thirty Towns in Australia, 1912 and 1913.)
(Average for the year 1912=100-0.)
Groceries.] Dairy Meat House Al
Produce Rents

1012 i, 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0
January-March....... ... .. .ol 93-5 97-7 89-1 96-8 94-7
Aprildune. ... 97-8 104-8 93-8 99.2 98-8
July-September........ ... ool 102-6 102-7 110-8 101-8 103-7
October-December. ..........c...ccieviiiun... 106-1 94-8 106-7 102-0 102-7
1913. .. ..o 92-8 97.0 104-2 104-8 100-0
January-March. .. 940 97-9 103-3 103-4 99-8
April-June........ 94-8 100-4 104-7 104-7 101-2
July-September.... 92-2 95-4 105-2 105-1 99-8
October—December ........................... o 90-2 94-3 103-4 106-1 99-2

Roughly comparing the above Australian index numbers (of 46 foods in 6 cities)
with the corresponding Canadian index numbers of prices at retail (of 29 foods in
56 localities) the latter would seem to have advanced more rapidly than the former.
For the final year the Canadian index number of 144-1 compares with an Australian
number of 112:7. The more exact comparison on a later page, however, somewhat

lessens this disparity.

The following table of current retail pnces in metropolitan cities in 1912 (being
the latest official statistics available), will enable some interesting comparisons between”
Canada and Australia:—

RETAIL PRICES IN METROPOLITAN CITIES, AUSTRALIA, 1912.

Article‘.

Quantity.

Sydney. Mecl- | Brisbane.| Adelaide.

g
:

Perth.

Hobart.

Weighted
Average
of 30
cities.

Korosb.lié:
Milk........
Butter,. ..

E zgs

Rump steak ... ..
Shoulder steak..
Buttock mautton..
Leg mutton .......

g Chops
Neek pork... .. ...
Leg pork chops... .

———dy W
—
———b) @
- W
——ly @

—
—
CONCRA= RN RNWNOINOBRNDORD S W el
-
- e

-

—
IR XN = R AN RNNMNDWE R DW

L T T N X"
—

S
—

—
VDLW AR DROCH =W AONRWRNNNN®N W
NN OR RN ACRIN R IRWO = PWROROD~I=OR

DD s e s Bl =3 e 53 B O s G G0l e i S G0 06 S S e s Y
85 63 i 53 G oim D O e 50 50 CN D S 00 D e 63 TN B SR D 1D 60 D 10 S D B

ety ®

e T
—

—
CORWRANI = Y= OU~ RO RNONDLINWIWWLW

CONmRUOOUNDONrRAON R PODODD S 0o

—

[ S
—

PRI AR L NI R = dDCDRINmORLOE O m DNl

L adand I

LAV WNRNOWOW

b et e b
00 w2 N3 OV OO R O O I = 8D

...
BB NOTANRDASD DR DOD D NS




Bt —

BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO

(3) The third investigation covers wholesale prices in Melbourne markets.! The
commodities (80 in number up to 1911, thereafter 92) are chiefly raw materials, dis-
‘ tributed in 8 groups. Back to 1890 the index numbers are showr} in the accompanying

table:—
AUSTRALIAN WHOLESALE INDEX NUMBERS BY GROUPS.
A
; ' =

. ' All

Metals | Jute, | Agri- | Dairy Build- Com-
and |leather,]| cultural| pro- | Grocer- ing |Chemi-| modi-

Year. . coal etc. ro- duce ies Meat | mater-| cals ties

(1) (2) ucts 4) (5) ) ials (8) to-
3) @) gether
(weight~

ed).
1890, .. 134-5] © 105-8] 145-3] 131-1] 103-3 86-2 96-5 137-9| 1178
) 2230 85-9 98-3 145-8 118-7 99-3 76-0 85-6 131-4 105-7
1892, ... it 85-3, 92-9 138-1 127-2 95-9 77-1 77-2 1268-5 102-7
1893, ..t 82-1 90-9 118-8 100-4 98- 4 69-8 81-1 112-1 95-0
1894, . ovvriiiininiaannn, 72-1 83-7 91-6 84-4] 101-7 59-5 80-21 102-7 83-9
1895, e iiiiineens 69-1 79-4 104-4 84-9 97-7 58-3 86-6 110-4 85-0
1896.....0ceevvninniinnns 77-5 86-9) 158-7 104-4 98-2 69-1 85-6 117-2 103-5
1897, i 78-1 81-9 151-2 111-9 97-1 91-7] 84-0 106-9 103-4
1808..ccveiiine i 80-8 79-3] 130-8{ 123-3 96-2 93-4 92-9] 102-7} 100-1
1899, ..cccivieninnaa.. 89-5 83-2 95-3 971 96-5 82-1 88-3 98-2 90-5
1900, ....oeeeiiiiiaaa, 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0, 100-0 100-0
1901 ..o, 101-8 89-8 131-6 122.7 100-8 115-1 92-3 100-9 108-9
96- 6 87-7 169-5 144-9] - 90-9 123-8 91-8 97-0 117-6
88 5| 96-8 171-9 126-3 90-0 123-5 96-0) 101-4 117-3
78-8 102-7 107-2 104-5 831 122-1 92-7 98-3 99.-5
74-1 98-7 127-1 116-9] 906 103-5 87-9 945 101-8
84-6 113.5) 130-2 115-9 88-8 95-0 98-3 95-1 106-0
995 118-1 138-4 121-7 91-2 110-7 106-2 105-8 114-7
99-1 104-6 186-6| 142.9 93-1 114-2 102-6 981 124.7
97-3 105-3 142-2 133-5 94-1 93-1 100-0 89-7 1116
96-3 122-1 137-8 131-2 96-1 86-3 109-3 98-8, 112-2
95-9 116-1 142-2 119.3 96-2, 85-6 109-7 110-1 111-9
979 115-1 194-5 143-9 101-2 116-2 116-0 107-7 131-3
L L . - L 4 * * - 121,7

*Average for year not available. i

(1) Iron-pig mixed nos., rod and bar, angle and tee, plate, hoop, galvanized corrugated, wire fencing,
sinc sheet, lead sheet and piping, copper sheet, coal (on wharf).

(2) Jute goods—bran bags, corn sacks, wool packs. Leather—kip, calf, basils, cotton raw, silk raw,

w00l
(3) Wheat, flour, bran, pollard, oats, oatmeal, barley, malting and feed, maize, hay and straw, peas °

and potatoes.
(4) Ham, bacon, cheese, butter, lard, eggs, honey.
(8) Currants raisins, herrings, salmon sardines, tea, coffee, cocoa, sugar, macaroni, sago, rice, salt
v fine and rock, mustard, starch, blue, matches, candles, kerosene, tobacco.
(6) Beef, mutton, lamb veal pork.
(D) Timber—ﬁooring. 6x 1}, 8x 1. 6x 1, 6 x §, weatherboards, Oregon, shelving, cement, white lead.
(8) Cream of tartar, carbonate of soda, saltpetre, sulphur.

It will be scen that from 1890 to 1895 was a period of falling prices; (in 1894
prices in Australia were 50 per cent below those of 1873). By 1900, however, a
recovery had been made to the level of 1890. Commenting on the years of the present
century the Commonwealth Statistician says:

“The rise which began in 1898-9 continued for three years, and again the
increase is most noticeable in regard to the groups comprising foodstuffs. This
rise followed on the severe drought of 1901-2, and after being maintained for -
one year was succeeded by a sudden fall from 1,049 in 1903 to 890 in 1904. In
that year a rise again eet in, and was maintained for several years, culminating
in 1908, when there was again a drought. In 1909 the price-index fell to a level

1 Prices, Price Indexes, and Cost of Living Iin Australia (Report No. 1) pp. 48-86, .
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which was substantially maintained for two years.” During the year 1912 there
was a sharp rise in the index-number. The increase is again most marked in
the groups comprising foodstuffs, and was no doubt largely due to the drought in
the earlier part of the year.” . '

At the end of 1913 prices were considerably lower than at the end of 1912. The
| following were the chief features of the movement by groups:

Metals and Coal.—After a steady fall from 1873 to 1895, there was a rise
till 1900, the year of the highest level of this group. Prices have been fairly
constant since, but metals were up in the latter part of 1912. In Australia, the
commodities in this group except coal were stated to depend on the world’s '
markets. ‘ o

Textiles and Leather.—Until 1898 there appeared a decline, but a fairly
marked rise was noted since. . ‘

Agricultural Produce.—As the production of wheat in Australia depends
chiefly upon the rainfall, prices were noticeably upward in the drought years
of 1888, 1895, 1902, and 1907-8. Prices of flour and bread reflected these con-
ditions.

Dairy Produce.—Butter and cheese prices were reported as reflecting
weather conditions from year to year.

Groceries—These commodities, being mainly imported, reflected the move-
ment in other parts of the world. .

Meat.—The level was highest in 1902, a year of drought. There was a
marked decline from 1890 to 1895.

Building Materials.—The level was lowest in 1892 and from that year until
1912 a fairly steady rise took place. :

Chemicals.—A steady decline was noted from 1873 till 1909, with the excep-
tion of recoveries in 1880, 1890 and 1896. Prices recovered again in 1910 and
1911, but fell in 1912, this being the only group which showed a decline in that
year.

Comparison between the Australian group numbers above given with the gimilar
numbers for Canada affords some interesting generalizations. Taking the first
Australian group, namely, metals and coal, a decline is shown though the correspond-
ing group in Canads, namely, metals and implements and fuel and lighting, show
small rises. In leather products also prices would seem to be more buoyant in Canada.
Textiles have fared about the same. In agricultural products the rise has been very
rapid in both countries, Australia showing the higher level in several years. Dairy
‘products similarly have gone up rapidly, and by approximately the same extent in S
both countries. Groceriee have advanced more rapidly in Canada. The steady and 3
material advance in meat prices in Canada compares with a tendency to fluctuate ;
f'iolently both above and below the base year. Building materials were high in price !
In Australia in the base year, 1900, and remained lower than that year until 1906
(inclusive), rising in price from that time to 1912; Canadian prices on the other hand ;
steadily advanced from 1900 to the present, being 119-8 in 1911 and 119-4 in 1912, :
against the Australian number of 109-7 in 1911, and 116-0 in 1912.
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(4) An index number of import and export values has also been constructed for
Australia. The list of commodities (44) is very much the same as that on which the
United Kingdom Board of Trade Index Number is based. Results are shown in the

following table:—

3

: COMMONWEAI.‘TH IMPORT AND EXPORT VALUES.
(Prices 1901 =100). .

1 2 3 4 5 3,4and 5 []
Agri- Meat, A
Year. Metals | Textiles. | cultural dairy |Groceries,| Food and | Miscell- All
and coal. produce. | produce, etc. . |groceries.*| aneous. | groups.*
ete.
1900, .covinnnn.. 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0
1902.....coneeenn 97-0 113-4 114-4 103-2 97-5 105-9 95-4 105.
1903..0ccceveenntn 89-0 121-2 97-6 101-5 96-2) 99-4 86-0 100-8
1904.......cnnaa ‘849 128-1 80-01 93-6 91-3 88-4 89-6) 95-5
1805. . .0cvvnennnns 82-9 125-3 107-5 90-8 90-7 96-1 91-8 99-6
1906.............. 92-0 129-7 107 -6 90-8 89-4 95-9 92-5 101.
1907..ccvvnnns ” 97-3 135-2 93-1 95-0 101-1 95-4 95-7 102-6
1808......ccovtnn 93-8 120-8| 129-9 102-7 100-8 1110 92-1 109-0
1909.......cnnu 91-6 120-4 122-3 93-5 94-3 102- 8| 991 104-5
1910 .. ... ..neeee. 93-7 . 138-8 116-9 96-1 97- 8| 102-8 103-9 108-6
1911l 95-6) 137-0 113-1 102-3 100-6 105-4 102-1 109-8
*Weighted average.

The table shows that the index number for all groups combined, after rising in
1902, declined in the next two years, reaching its minimum in 1904. During the fol-
lowing four years it steadily rose and in 1908 the price level was nearly as high as in
1911. In 1909 prices fell, but rose again during the next two years, the maximum
being reached in 1911. It should be observed that the high prices in 1902 and 1908 are
almost entirely due to the droughts which occurred in these years, and which con-
sequently increased prices in,Groups 8 (Agricultural Produce) and 4 (Meat, ete.).

In a comparison of the index numbers computed from import and export values
for the whole commonwealth with the index numbers published by the Labour Depart-
ment of the Board of Trade of Great Britain, the items in the two calculations being
almost uniform, the trend is almost identical, except in the years 1902 and 1908, years
of drought in Australia and therefore of high prices for agricultural products, and
in 1904, when low prices prevailed in Australia. Generally speaking, the index num-

"bers for Australia show more violent fluctuations than those of other countries on
account of the effect of the periodical droughts. '

" A comparison of the index numbers of wholesale prices and retail prices, includ-
ing rent, at Melbourne only, indicated that wholesale prices had increased in the
period 1901-5 to 1911-12, about 111-5 per cent, as against an increase in retail prices
and rent of 13-S per cent. Comparing, however, the advance in retail prices of
groceries and food only with that in the wholesale prices of these lines only, retail
prices showed an advance of only 4 per cent, as compared with an advance of 6 per
cent, in wholesale prices.

DIRECT 'COMPARISON OF RECENT PRICE TENDENCIES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA.

(1) Wholesale Prices—A rough comparison between the Australian official group
index numbers with the similar numbers for Canada has been already made. A more
exact comparison based on an identical list of commodities in each country (the official
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statistics of wholesale prices in Canada and Australia include 52 articles common to
bothl) is as follows:—

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA, 1900-1913.
Number of articles, 562. ’ . . Prices in 1900=100. -

1900 | 1901 1902|1903|1904 1905 | 1906 l.‘1907 1908’1909 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

Canada...| 100-0( 98-6| 104-2| 105-0| 102-7| 105-1{ 109-5| 120-5| 117-2| 120-2| 122-7| 133-4| 134-9| 127-8
Australia..| 100-0{ 104-3] 115-2| 110-3| 94-4| 100-9] 103-5 107-7| 118-4] 109-3( 109-5( 106-3| 124-3|......

In the first three years of the century, wholesale prices wefe apparently more
buoyant in Australia than in Canada. They fell back, however, in 1904, and remained
comparatively quiescent until 1908, in which year they went up with extreme rapidity
to a level slightly higher than that of the similar price list in Canada.. In the three
following years, however, they again relapsed while Canadian prices went steadily and
rapidly forward. Again, however, in 1912, there was a very rapid increase in Austra-
lian prices, but though the number showed the remarkable gain of 18 points in a single
year the new level did not reach as high a point as that attained by the steady pro-
gress of Canadian prices. The chart herewith exhibit at a glance the tendency to
violent rises which Australian prices show as compared with Canadian at the same
time that they maintain a greater general steadiness over long periods.

Of the 52 commodities on which the above comparisons are based, 33 articles were
higher in both countries in 1912 than in 1900. Among these, 17 went up faster in
Canada than in Australia (namely, bran, corn, peas, shorts, straw, beef, lamb, pork,
eggs, oatmeal, coffee, sugar, salt, raw cotton, zinc sheets, coal and starch) ; on the other
hand, 16 reached a comparatively higher level in Australia (namely, barley, hay, oats,
wheat, bacon, ham, lard, mutton, butter, cheese, potatoes, flour, rice, matches, sulphur
and tobacco). Six articles went down in both countries, galvanized iron and cement
having sagged to a greater extent in Canada than in Australia, whereas currants,
raisins, iron bar, and wire fencing went down more in Australia than in Canada. In
the case of the following articles the price tendencies were up in one country and down
in the other: veal, herrings, salmon, cocoa, tea, honey, cream of tartar, soda, wool. silk,
pig iron, lead pipe, and white lead. The exact.figures for each of the above will be
found in the Appendix (Table A).

*Namely: (1) Grains and fodder: wheat, barley, oats, peas, corn. hay, straw, bran and shorts. Meats
beef, veal, mutton, lamb, pork, bacon, ham and lard. Fish: herrings and salmon.  Dairy Products: butter,
cheese, eggs: Other foods: flour, oatmeal, rice, potatoes, currants, raisins, tea, coffee, cocoa, suzar, honey
salt, soda and cream of tartar. Metals, slc.: pig iron, iron bars, galvanized iron, zine sheets, lead piper
white lead, wire fencing and coal. Teztiles: cotton, wool and silk. Miscellaneous: cement, matches,
suiphur, tobacco and starch.
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WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA, 1900-1913.
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(2) Retail Prices—The official statistics of retail prices of the two countries
enable the direct comparison of 19 articles of food to be made. The index numbers
for these taken together, weighted,! are as follows:—

12

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA, 1900-1912.
Number of articles, 19. Prices in 1900=100.

—_ 1 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912

100-0 109-9 132-4 142.9 140-6
100-0 - 100-4 110-2 112-0 118-8

The Australian index number, it will be seen, has gone up less rapidly than the
Canadian, having reached in 1912 a point only 18-8 per cent higher than in 1900,
whereas the same prices in Canada have gone up 40-6 per cent.

Of the 19 commodities thus compared 15 were up more in 1912 in the.case of
Canada than of Australia. The rise in the general Canadian index number as com-
pared with the Australian is largely due to the rapid increase of meats in this country
compared with the general steadiness or declines in Australia. The only important
articles which went up faster in Australia than in Canada were sugar, rice, potatoes
and oatmeal.

1The 19 articles with the weights assigned to each are as follows: beef, sirioin, 4; beef,
roasting, 3; mutton, 2; pork, fresh, 2; bacon, 3; butter, 10; cheese, 4; milk, 6; eggs, 7; bread, 6;
flour, 4; potatoes, §; rice, 1; oatmeal, 8; starch, §; sugar, 4; tea, 2; coffee, 1; kerosene, 2.

The Australian statistics begin with the year 1901 and this year is accordingly made the
base though the corresponding Canadian base is 1900. Asthe Canadian prices were taken in
December any inaccuracy arising from this method will probably not be material. The Austral-
jan prices were taken four times a year namely, February, May, July and October (Prices,
Price Indexzes, and Cost of Living in Australia, Report No. 1, of the Commonwealth Bureau of
Statistics, page 26).
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RETATL PRICES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 19 (weighted). Prices in 1900=100.
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‘

COMPARISON OF PRESENT PRICES IN CANADA AND AUSTRALIA.

To throw light on recent actual prices in Canada and Australia two tables are
iven: - -

g The first shows the average prices of nineteen commodities in six cities in
Australia and in fifty-six cities in Canada in 1912. In addition, a weekly budget has
been worked out in terms of the Australian and Canadian prices respectively. The
table indicates that ten of the nineteen commodities stood at a higher price in Canada
in 1912 than in Australia; meat products, (except bacon), flour, bread and sugar were
much higher in Canada; on the other hand cheese, milk, potatoes, oatmeal and kero-
sene were considerably higher in Australia. The budget works out about 2-3 per cent
higher for Canada than for Australia. .

The second table gives a comparison on the same basis as between Melbourne and
Montreal in 1912. Twelve of the nineteen commodities were higher in price in Mont-
real than in Melbourne. The budget works out 7- per cent higher for Montreal than
for Melbourne:

BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA®* AND AUSTRALIA.**

Prics pzr UNIT. - | Coer rsr Wrxk.
Quantity
—_— . consumed:

per week. ' .

Australia. Canada. |Australia.| Canada.
s. d. cts. cta. cts. cts.
Beef—Sirloin .. ... ooviiiieeene s Ib. 21b. 62 12-4 20-8 248 41-6

Beef (shoulder steak in Australia,
and shoulder roast in Canada)... Ib. 21b. 50 10-0 14-0 20-0 28-0
Legof mutton......oooovvvinninnnns 1b. 11b. 4-7 9-4 17-8 9-4 17-8
Freshpork.....ovvvvviieiinvanns Ib. 21b 74 14-8 17-5 29-6 35-0
Bacon......oiiiiiiiiiiii i 1b. 11b 11-6 23-2 22-5 23-2 22-5
Butter.........coovvvvnnnnn [ 1b. 31b 136 31-8 31-7 948 95-1
Cheese.........cooeiiiiieniennes 1b. 21lb 11-6 23-2 20-1 46-4 40-2
B 010 qt. 8 qt 5-1 10-2 8-3 61.2, 49-8
L T dos. 6 doz 157 35-9 343 71-8 68-6
Bread........coviiiiiiiinnnanient Ib. 151b 1-85 3-3 4.0 49-5 60-0
Flour.......oovoiiiiiiiiiiiennens 1b. 10 1b 1-35 2.7 3-4 27-0 340
Potatoes........co.covuinnennnns. k. 2 pk 188 42-1 36-2 84-2 72-4
Rice......oiiiei i b. 21b 29 5-8 5-8 1.6 11-6
Oatmeal........c.cooiivieennnn ib. 51b 2.9 5-8 4-4 200 22:0
Starch......c.covviiiiieneiiennnss 1b. {1b 5-6 11-2 9.6 37 3-2
S T2 SO 1b. 61b 2.9 5.8 8-5 . 348 39-0
N 1b. b 138 32-0 35-6 16-0 17-8
Coffee........coceviviiiniiannanns b, Ib 165 37-5 37-9 9-4 9-5
Kerosene.................covuennn gal 1 gal 11-4 27-2 21-0 27-2 21-0
$6-74 $6-89
.:U’n.weighted average for 58 cities.
Weighted average for six met‘ropolitan cities, 1912. s
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BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES IN MELBOURNE AND MONTREAL IN 1912.

Price rEr UNIT. Cost PER WEEK.
Quantity -~
—_ consumed
per week. Australia. Canada. |Australia.| Canada.

s. d. cts. cts. cts. cts.
Beef, sirloin......occoeveneannn b. |” 2b. 6-4 12-8 19-8 25-6 39-6

Beef, (shoulder steak in Melbourne : )
and shoulder roast in Montreal). Ib. 21b. 46 + 92 12-4 18-4 24-8
Mutton, legof......ocovioiinnnen 1b. 11b. 4-3 86 16-0 8-6 16-0
Pork, fresh.........cocoooiiiieis 1b. 2 lb. 6.7 13-4 15-2 26-8 30-4
. 1lb. 102 24-7 22-5 24-7 22-5
3 lb. 13.7 31-8 33-3 95-4 99-9
21b. 11-4 23-1 21-0 46-2 42.0
6 qt. 4.6 - 9.2 8:7 55-2 52-2
2dos. | 154 35-3 41-5 -70-6 83.0
15 1b. 1-6 3-0 4.0 45-0 60-0
10 lb. 1.24 2-48 4-1 248 410
2 pk. 1525 35-0 27-3 70-0 54-6
2 1b. 2-8 56 7-0 11.2 14-0
5 1b. 2-8 56 4-0 28-0 20-0
1b. 53 10-6 7-4 3-5 25
6 1b. 29 5-8 59 4-8 35-4
}1b. 127 29-8 37-1 14-9 18-5
$1b. 166 37-7 40-0 9-4 10-0
1 gal. 103 4-9 21-6 249 21-6
$6-38 $6-88

NEW ZEALAND.

(1) A report entitled “ The Course of Prices in New Zealand,” by James W.
MecHraith, LL.B.,, Litt. D., covering the movement of wholesale prices back to 1861,
was issued at the close of 1911 by the Government Printing Office of New Zealand.!
The following table from the report shows the chief features of the movement by groups
of commodities since 1890.

s 1 See also article by Dr. Mcllraith.” Price Variations in New Zealand, Economic Review,
ept., 1913. !
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NEW ZEALAND WHOLESALE INDEX NUMBERS; ‘ .
(Dr. Mcllraith), - %

Agri- ’ Total §
Year. cultural |Pastoral| Bever- | Oils. | Miner- | Mater- | Other | Liquors| index
. pro- pro- | ages. als, ials. food- num- ‘
ducts, | ducts. stuffs. bers. ‘
1) 2) 3) @ %) ()] 1)) ® ‘
110-3] = 92.5 100-0f 109-6| 101-1] 121-9] 120-0 100-9] 106-0 ;
119-1 90-3 101 -4 104-5 99-2 123-9  122-9f 100-9 107-0 ,
1258 89-9 104-1 92-7 95-1 119-5 107-91  100-9 102-9 :
110-8] 924 104-1 85-8 87- 5 113-1 103-2] 100-9 99-1 . T:
104 - 6| 924 104-1 88-3 83-8 112- 6| 97-3] 100-7 08-1 ;
101-9 83-2 104-1 86-4 80-9] 109-2 90-3| 100-9 92-1 |
124-6 82-7 100-0 89-9| 80-2 109-1 91-1 102-9 95-1 :
142-3 77.5 100-0 98-1 78-8‘ 111-1 94-0f 102-7 96-1 }
147 -§| 79-6 100-0 20-5 78-9 105-2 96-7) 102-7 96-1 ;
97-4 101-8 100-0 91-5 87-7 99.2 98-1 102-3 98-1 ‘
100-0| 100-0 100-0 100-0; 100-0] 100-0) 100-0] 100-0| 100-0 ‘
97-4 98-7 100-0 101-9 932 98-8 97-1 100-0, 98-1 :
135-6 104-5 100 -0f 98- 5 85-1 98- 5| 80-4 100-5 99-1
130-6; 112.9 997 92-1 83-6 970 83-1 100 5 99-1
104-6{ 110-9 99.7 81-9 81-2 92.6| 82.6, 100-9 941
118:7} 115-§ 99-7 80-9 83-1 92-3 84-9] 100-5) 98-1
125-3 116-8 997 88-6 91-1 926 90-0| 100.7 100-1
144-9 114-1 99-7| 95-3] 97-3 99-2 98-5 100-9 106-0
159-2 118-5 85-6f = 86-1 90-6] 100-0| 80-4 102-9| 102-9
124-6( 116-4 109-2| 85-1 86-2 101-2 80-3] 105-3| 100-0
131-8) 118-9f 109-2| 100-7 83-4 99-9| 84-7] 105-3; 102-1

(1) Wheat, flour, barley, oats, oatmeal. )

(2) Wool, beef, mutton, lamb, bacon, butter, cheese.

(3) Tea, coffee, cocoa.

(4) Kerosene, linseed oil, castor oil.

(5) Iron galvanized, iron bar, lead sheet, sine, wire No. 8, coal.

(8) Cement, soap, matches, candles, hops, soda-carbonate, soda crystal.
(7) Sugar, currants, raisins, rice, sago, salt, salmon, pepper.

(8) Beer, whiskey, port, claret, brandy.

The following notes may be added:—

“The Decade 1890-99.—In 1889, a somewhat abrupt rise took place, agricultural
and pastoral products being the most affected; but the rise was not maintained, and
in 1893-4-5, the fall was very sharp, and affected every group. Here we probably
were influenced by the Australian bank crisis of 1893-4-5. Prices touched their lowest
in 1895; but, though there was somewhat of a financial crisis about this time, the era
of the public soup-kitchen had passed away. The Government had successfully
initiated the land-for-settlement scheme, the exports of wool and meat gradually
increased, while the export of gold again began to advance rapidly. Towards the close
of the decade the dairying industry revealed to the New Zealand farmer another
hitherto meglected source of wealth. The Government fostered the industry, and in
1899 the export of butter rose 45 per cent, and in 1900 that of cheese 50 per cent on the
exports of the previous year.

“The Period 1900-08.—The present century, therefore, has been characterized by
greatly increased exports of wool, meat, butter and cheese; while the production of hemp
and coal has also risen rapidly.. In short, a total foreign trade of £18,000,000 in 1897
has given place to one of £39,000,000 in 1910. Land, as will be pointed out in a later
cha;_)ter, has risen rapidly in price, and during 1906-7 -8 boom prices were realized. The
A_rbxtration Court was also very frequently invoked to raise wages. The old-age pen-
Sion was raised in 1905 from £18 to £26 per annum. Everything pointed to a period
of greatly increased prosperity. With rising wages, and an alleged dearth of unskilled

82696—18
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Iabour, there was, as in the “seventies,” a demand for organized immigration, and
during the past few years several thousands of immigrants have arrived in the
Dominion. Towards the end of 1908, the financial stringency which affected America
-and Europe in 1907 and 1908 began to make its influence felt in New Zealand. The
price-level fell, credit was restricted, and the rate of interest rose. For a time the
“ ynemployed ” difficulty was somewhat acute. A fairly large number left the Domin-
jon, principally for Australia. The stringency now appears to be passing away, but,
in view of the great amount of land recently sold at highly inflated prices, the future
is looked forward to with some apprehension.”?

Owing to the limited number of articles included in the New Zealand groups and
the difference in the commodities themselves comparisons can be made of only four
groups with the corresponding Canadian group figures. The first New Zealand group,
agricultural products, has fluctuated considerably throughout, but there can be no
doubt that previous to 1910 the Canadian grains and fodder group rose the higher.
Pastoral products (including meat products, butter® and cheese) did not go up nearly
as rapidly (in 1910 118-9) as the Canadian animals and meat group (in 1910 158-2)
and dairy products (in 1910 124-4). Beverages in Australia only showed an advance in
1910 of 9-2 points over 1900, while the corresponding rise in the Canadian group on

1 Dr. Mcllraith has kindly furnished the subjoined data supplementary to that of the report
for 1911. The base in every case is the annual average for the decade 1890-1899, so that the
numbers are not continuous with those in the table on page 273 the information not being avail-
able to cover them. -

Bank-
Year. : All com-] Farm Non- | Marriage| ruptey
modities.] products.] farm. rate. rate.
b £+ {1 RSP 109 126 104 129 60
D () 5 PP 112 126 108 135 52
b C ) 2 A U 117 133 111 137 46
b ) T 117 134 ) ST I POV PPN
Veget- Other
All able animal All All
Year, products. pn?j ucts. | Meats. |products.| animal. | foods.
inc. .
cereals)
1918,
Istquarter...........ccoonieiiiniianenns 119 124 142 149 146 17
2nd QUATEET...oivnrevrnieriiairaaneens 119 122 148 148 148 116
3rd QUAIter......covnerreinnnrnacannnns 17 117 148 145 145 113
4thquarter......coocvvrereniiiivonnnas 115 115 149 136 141 109
Whole year, 1913.............cvineaen 117 120 147 144 145 114
1002, s iinierieareiseioirnnanrens 117 125 137 143 140 119

Nors.—(1) General prices stationary on the whole, but quarter by quarter declining. (2) The extra-
ordinary rise in animal products. (3) The late decline in all animal products except meat. (4) The
decline in food as a whole.

2 Butter went up the faster In New Zealand, being 145.3, 167.3 and 185.3 in 1908, 1909 and
1910, respectively, against the corresponding Canadian numbers, 131.0, 114.9 and 120.8.
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tea, coffee and chocolate was 23-2 points. Minerals up to 1910 were low 'in both coun-
tries. The total New Zealand index number on the 1900 base was only 102-1 in 1910
against a total Canadian index number of 114-7. .

(2) In May, 1912, a Royal Commission was appointed in New Zealand for the
purpose of inquiring, amongst other things, into the rise in the cost of living in the
past twenty years. Some interesting analyses of the McIraith statistics were made
by the Commission.! For example, the chief foodstuffs (17 in number) of the
MeIlraith investigation were examined separately; they show a rise of approximately
16 per cent since 1900. A corresponding list of articles at wholesale in Canada shows
a rise of 28 per cent.

A further analysis by Prof. H. W. Segor, of University College, Auckland, shows
the following results :— - :

INCREASE IN FOOD PRICES IN NEW ZEALAND BETWEEN 189408 AND 1908-10.
+ (1894-96=100). ‘

1894-96. | 1908-10.

Breadstuffs (including wheat, flour, barley, rice, sago, catmeal) 100 114
Meat and Fish (beef, mutton, lamb, and salmon) 100 115
Butter and Cheese.......ccoviviiiniiiniiiianinennans 100 149
Weighted according to relative IMPOTtADCe. . ... .euv'renenrnnennenneeneansnnns. 100 121

This shows an increase in the cost of living, as measured by changes in these
important foodstuffs, of 21 per cent, during the 17 years covered by the table, and “ in
the opinion of the Commission affords the most satisfactory estimate.”

A further analysis of retail prices in Auckland shows an increase of 24-6 per cent,
as between 1894-6 and 1908-10, while a similar estimate for Christchurch shows an
increase of about 21 per cent. At Wellington, a rise of 30 per cent in foodstuffs is
shown. The final conclusion of the Commission is that prices went up about 16 per
cent, in the fifteen years preceding 1910.

The tables exhibited by the Commission follow:

ESTIMATE OF INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING IN AUCKLAND, FROM 18%4-96 TO 1908-10,

(Weekly Average).

189496 | 1008-10

£s.d. | £s. d.
Rent..oooviieiiiiiiiiiiieinnnnn, et ttatetaeacaenanaetonsecassnnnenenrannsns 0 7114 012 0
Bread. ..o i e 01 904 0 2 2%
Meat........., 0 311| 0 4 73
Y egetableB. ..t eyieie i e T 01 13 0 2 5
LIk e e 02 0ff 0 2 4
BUtter AN CHELBB. .e.vvvenenrennsenenneennssnsis oo 0 2 0} 0 2 8
UgAr............. 0
Tea and Coffee. . 0 { g} g } 1
Sundry other foods....... . 0 3 61 038 8
Clothing............ccoovinvrnnninnniinnn ..] 0610 0 8 24
Fueland Light...............0..0oo il . | 080|081
Grocenesotherthan(ood.........................._. .............................. 021|023
. X
Miscellaneous............. .. ... ... [ N 1107} glg a

i Total with miscellaneous.................covvvvvvivinnnnencnn oo 219 1

An increase (excluding miscellaneous items) of 24-8 per cent.

1Cost of Living in New Zealand.—Report of the Royal Commission, 1913,
82696—18}
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ESTIMATE OF INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING IN CHRISTCHURCH BETWEEN
. 1894-95 AND 1610-11. N ‘

(Foop AND RENT ONLY).

(Annual Average).
Hypothe- Expendi-
tical ture on
Prices | Weights. | Expendi- | Prices. same
1894-95. . ture 1910-11. scale
. 1894-95. 1910-11.
: s. d. £s.d |s d £ 5. d.
»
1P U S FRAETEEEE 60 60 0 0 |20% in- 72 00
crease.
Bread....ccoveecierivaanecnrrrraaas R, 0 431b. 11 11 0 0 086 1413 4
MEBb. ..o reaenar ey v 6 3i1b. 23 23 00 0 4] 33 413
Potatoes (vegetables)...........cooviiiiiaiiiinenn 2 3cwt. 6 6 00,89 1111 5
by E11 S LT R 0 3 qgt. 12 12 00 03 300
Butter, Cheese (in ratio) {Butter :Cheeee} ....... 0 7 lb. } 14 14 00 o\l 22 911
. 4 : 1 verees] 0 TR 1b. 0 104
S T R S LR R PTELTETEE 0 3 Ib. 5 500 0 23 3150
Tea and Coffee (in ratio Tea : Coffee 3. 1 ¢ Ib. 5 500 1 131 3150,
136 0 O|.......... 164 811 |

An increase of 20%.

INDEX NUMBERS OF WELLINGTON RETAIL FOOD PRICES BETWEEN 1893-95 AND

1908-1910.

189395 | 1908-10.
100 113
100 116
100 125
100 138
100 122
100 127
100 166
100 130
100 114
100 |130-135
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ESTIMATED INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING IN NEW ZEALAND BETWEEN
1894-98 AND 1911. . .
SUMMARIZED FROM EVIDENCE TENDERED TO THE COMMISSION.

(Average weighted accotding to present relative consumption as shown in Labour Department
Enquiry, 1910-1911). ) )

1894-98* 911

532 0 PO 100 122
Butter and Cheese................. S 100 149
Boots and Clothing .....ooiinnin it ittt ittt i et te et iaaiaeneeanenns 100 119
Sundry Foods...........coovivviiaas e v e S 100 104
Fuel and Light. .. ..o i i e ittt et e 100 97
Meat 10 | 125
Milk 100 100
Vegetables (omitting potatoes). ... ... ...ttt iinii it 100 100
303 100 120
SUEBE...ooeveneernnnns 100 88
Tea, Cofiee and Cocos. 100 100
All (weighted ). . .ooorneiiniiii it et e i it e 100 116

*Some of the prices accepted are for years outside the quinquennial period.

Direct Comparison of Recent Price Tendencies in Canada and New Zealand.

Wholesale Prices.—The official statistics of Canada and New Zealand enable direct
comparisons of the wholesale price trend to be made in the case of thirty-seven articles.!

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND, 1900-1913.

, . Number of articles 37 Prices in 1900 = 100,
1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1908
Canada............ S 100-0 98-3 98-8 98.4 101-2 103-8 103-5
New Zealand................ 100 0 99-1 103.3 102-2 96-0 994 99-9
1907 1908 1909 1910 1011 1912 1913
Canada...................... 109-6 108-9 110.2 114.3 115-6 123-3 119-2
New Zealand................ 107-2 106-8 105-6 146 | -

) The New Zealand trend it will be observed, was above that of Canada until 1904,
since when it has remained below, maintaining on the whole a fairly level course com-
pared wi‘tl.x a fairly persistent though not extreme rise in Canada. Of the thirty-seven
commodities on which the above comparisons are based, 21 went up in both countries.
Among these, 12 went up faster in Canada (namely, bacon, beef, lamb, salmon, oatmeal,
coffee, cocoa, tea, salt, coal, matches, whisky); on the other hand, nine had reached a
Comparatively higher level in New Zealand (namely, barley, oats, wheat, mutton, but-

mea;BE‘ﬂey- oats, wheat, bacon, beef, lamb, mutton, butter, cheese, salmon, currants, raisins, flour, oat-
(zinci rlce.l coffee, cocoa, tea, sugar, pepper, salt, soda, wool, iron, (galvanized), iron (bar), lead, spelter,
coal, coal-oil, matches, cement, wire, linseed oil, hops, whisky, ale, soap.
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ter, wool, linseed, oil, ale, soap). Nine articles in the list went down in both countries,
the following having sagged to a greater extent in Canada than in New Zealand;
raisins, iron (galvanized), cement and wire, whereas the following had gone down more
in New Zealand than in Canada: currants, pepper, spelter (zine), coal-oil and iron
bar. In the case of the following articles, prices went up in one country and down in
the other: cheese, flour, rice, sugar, soda, lead, hops.

WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND) NEW ZEALAND, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 37. Prices in 1900=10¢.

cisiiditiiidgg
-4 -~ - - ~t e i - 4 (ol i -~ -t - (ol

124 _ 124

122 ‘ A 122

120 ) / \ 120

118 canadp, | | | Q= / 118

116 w Zealand] -+ = |- — 116

1l4 114

112 112

110 110

Y
108 108
106 / N 106
JTE
. 104 /i. 4 ' 104
102 I ] 102
ll \| / ’ "
100 : \ 100
~\‘ 'l ‘,—’ .

98 /\ Q' ’/ [:].]
. . ] Vs

96 96

o4 94

92 092

There are no comprehensive data for retail prices in New Zealand comparable
with the similar figures for Canada,! but as already stated, an analysis was made by the
New Zealand Cost of Living Commission of the trend of seventeen important food-
stuffa? included in the McIlraith wholesale index number. An index number for Can-
ada based on the same commodities was worked out and the two are shown side by side

in the following:
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TREND OF WHOLESALE FOOD PRICES IN CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND.

)
1
Number of articles 17 Prices in 1000 = 100. ;
Year Canada New Zealand Year Canada New Zealand
114-2 103-0 1902 .....oineininen. 102-4 109-1
109-4 103-0 1903.....ccviiennnnn. 99-5 109-1
99-9 105-0 1904. ...l 105-2 102-0
100-3 101-0 1906.......cc0vnunnnn 109-8 107-1
91-9 100-0 1908. ....c0vvveennnns 110-9 107-1
97-1 9 1907...ccvvveneinnns, 120-5 - 112-1
83-1 98.0 1908.......ccvvannn. 124-4 " 117-2
88-3 101-0 1909......0vveann, 127-0 108-1
101-8 104-0 1910, ..cevnnninnnnne. 129-0 110-0
94-4 98-0 4] 1911....c.cviveennnnn 128-1 116-2
100 0 100 0 1912 ... .oonnee.. 138-8 |..ciieeinanns
103-4 101-0 1913 ...l &7 T S T

3Table *‘B"’ of the appendix shows the New Zealand trend for sugar, vinegar, kerosene, starch and rice,
as from the Cost of Living Commission Report p. 22.

* Wheat, flour, barley, oats, oatmeal, beef, mutton, lamb, bacon, butter, cheese, tea, sugar, currants
rice, salt and salmon.
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RECENT PRICES IN NEW ZEALAND.

The following prices from the New Zealand Year Book, 1913, “ compiled from
returns furnished by police officers, show the range of average prices of the principal
articles of food and drink at the chief centres of population in each Provincial district
during the last month of the year 19127 :—

RANGE OF AVERAGE PRICES OF PRODUCE, LIVE-STOCK, PROVISIONS, ETC.IN EACH
PROVINCIAL DISTRICT OF NEW ZEALAND DURING DECEMBER * 1912,

Articles. Auckland. Wellington. Canterbury,

1. Agricultural produce. £s d £ 8. £s8.d £ 8 d| £ =d. £ s d,
Wheat....... per bush. (801b.).... 6 6to 4 4 2to 5 9 3 Bto 4 9
Barley....... (50 “).. 4 0to 5 3 6to 5 0 3 3to -4 6

ats......... “ 40 “ ) 3 O0to 3 2 10 to 3 9 2 0to 2 9
Maize........ “ (56 “ ) 4 8to 5 4 6to 5 6 4 O0to 4 6
Bran......... “ (20 “ ) 1 0t 2 1 3t 1 9 0 9to 1 6
Hay, grass, perton................. 30 0Oto 40 3156 0to 60 O 210 0to 410 O

II. Flour and Bread.

Flour, wholesale, per ton ofmlb 100 Oto 1135 915 0Oto 10 5 0 8 100to 11 0 O
Flour.retaﬂperbago(SOl . 5 4to (] 5 2to 6 6 5 2t ¢ 6
Bread.........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn.. 0 7t 0 0 6to 07 0 6to 07

II1. Livestock and Meat.

Cattle, fat, perhead............... 710 0to 910 710 0to 10 0 O 8 0 Oto 14 0 O
Sheep fat, per head................. 16 0to 1 7 14 0to 1 0 0 16 0to 1 4 O
Butchers’ meat:—

Beef....... perlb... ..ol 041 to 0 04} to 0 6 0 4t 08

Mutton.... “ ... ............. 0 bto 0 04} to 0 0 4to 06

Veal....... i erieeeans ¢ 5to 0 0 4t 0 6 0 4to 06

Pork......, e 0 8to 0 0 6to 0 8 0 6to 0 8

Lamb..... e 06 to 0 0 6to 0 8 0 Bto 07

IV. Dairy Produce.
Butter, fresh, factory, per lb 1 2t 1 3 1 1¢to 1 2 1 2¢to 13
Butter, salt............ “ ...... 010 to 1 0 8to 1 2 0 9to 10
Cheese, colonial. ....... O 0 8to 09 07} to 09 0 8Bto 09
Cheese, imported... ... ® 011 to 2 3 2 0to 36 1 2t 110
Milk........ P per qt 0 3to 0 4 0 3to 0 4 0 3t 0 4
V. Farm-yard Produce. '
Fowls, per pair.. 4 0to 5 3 0to 5 0 3 0to 6 0
Turkeys, per head 8 0to 10 0 5 0to 10 6 8 0to 1 0
Bacon, per 1b.. 0 9% to 1 094 to 1 0 0 8to 10
Ham, perlb . 094 to 10 09 to 1 0 0 Sto 10
Eggs, per dos.... ..ovemnroinn i 011 to 13 1 0to 1 4 011 to 13
VI. Garden Produce.
Potatoes (old) wholesale, perton...| 610 0to 12 0 0 4 0 0to 8 0 6 0 0to 800
Potatoes (old) retail, per cwt.. 70t 13 0 6 0to 9 8§ 0to 110
Onions, perlb...................... 011 to 02 0 1t 0 3 0 2t 0 ¢
VII. Miscellaneous Articles. .
Tea, perlb..........o.v........ 1 0to 1 9 1 6to 2 1 6to 110
Coffee, per Ib 1 3t 19 1 8to 11 1 6to 20
Sugar, per lb............. 02} to 0 3 0 2t 0 3 02} to 03

ice,perlb................ 0 2t 0 3 0 2t 03 0 2w 0 2%

0ap, per cwt 12 6to 118 0 11 0to 1 2 0 1 2 0to 1 8 O
Tobacco, per Ib 5 6o 76 56t 86 5 3t 8 0

oal,perton....................... 1 30to 114 0 111 Oto 32 4 114 Oto 2 6 0

rewood, per cord................. 10 0to 2 0 0 1 6§ 0to 2 8 16 0to 2 2 0

7
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(3) South Africa.

No statistics as to the trend of prices in South Africa are available, but the
Eeconomie Commission of 1913, whose report:appeared in January, 1914, conducted an
investigation into present conditions, certain findings of which are of interest here.
In order to obtain a general idea of the divergencies in loeal price levels, the Com-
mission (through magistrates and other authorities) secured from retail dealers in a
- number of places the current highest and lowest prices for certain commodities in
general use, namely, sugar, cheese, butter, flour, bread, beef, mutton, tea, coffee, cocoa,
bacon, eggs, potatoes, fresh milk, tinned milk, oatmeal, rice and parafin. The
(arithmetic) mean price of each commodity for each place having been calculated,
that for Johannesburg in each case was put as 100, while the mean prices at other
places were expressed by proportionate numbers, with the following result :—

’

Average of Average of
eighteen eighteen
articles articles
general prices general prices,
Aliwal North................... Neene 93 Durban.........coviieiinarenanonn 86
Beaunfort West......ooovvnveninnan. 95 Pietermaritsburg .............c ... 89
Cape TOWD..ccouvnnreeenuennraeancns 89 BOKSDUIE..ccovvevectoacnaasesesnns 102
Cradock.....covvenrneenenenes erees 87 Germiston......ccoeiienrrecerannsas 97
East London.........ceevvvvenenenns 98 Johannesburg..... 100
Graaff-Reinet.........cocveviviinnines 84 Krugersdorp.... 108
Grahamstown................ 88 Pietersburg..... 92
Kimberley......... 102 Potchefstroom.. 88
King Williams Town. 90 toria........ 100
Mossel Bay....... 89 Bloemfontein....... 91
QOudtshoom. ..... 94 Harrismith...........oc0ivevinn-s 103
Port Elizabeth................ 87 Jagersfontein.......oooooiiiiennenen 103
QUEBRSLOWD. ceeeeeeennnororacacsnns 92 Kroonstad.......cocevvuiicnennnnen 107
Uitenhage...... .cccovviiiiiianns 920 .

The report adds: “ Numerous causes can be singled out to explain why prices
have not the same level throughout the Union. In some cases certain commodities
are produced or landed, whereas to other places they have to be carried by rail or road,
frequently over long distances, and the cost of transport may become a heavy item in
the expense of things inland. Other elements in the explanation of local differences
in cost of living arise from the fact that the degree of competition and the perfection
of economic organization are not the same everywhere. Where the population is con-
siderable, and the means for furnishing supplies are highly organized under competing
agencies, and a large and steady market can be depended upon, a smaller profit per
article sold is to be expected, and the cost of distribution must be appreciably lower.”

After 8 somewhat extensive comparison of cost of living in South Africa and
elsewhere (a further reference to which appears on page 333 hereunder) the Com-
mission concludes:

“On every basis of calculation ‘the high cost of food in South Africa is
outstanding. One noticeable point bearing on this is that South Africa raises
only about 50 per cent of the wheat and flour consumed. Meat and mealies
figure largely among farm products, but it is the meat only that is consumed to
any extent by whites. Mealie meal, although a valuable food, is almost negligible
in the white man’s budget. It should be remarked also that the high rent of
shops and other premises figure to some extent in determining the cost of
living. With respect to. other things as well as food, the general level of prices
is bound to be somewhat high in South Africa in view of the great variety and
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volume of imported goods which are brought from great distances, and have
therefore to bear a heavy cost of carriage, and in view also of the Customs duties
charged upon them.”

The final conclugions of the Commission on this point are expressed as follows:—

““ (1) Cost of living for whites (food and rents) on the Witwatersrand is
about 40 per cent higher than in America (the most expensive of the other
countries examined) and nearly 80 per cent higher than in any European
country.

“(2) The chief factor in the high cost of living in South Africa is rent, and
another factor of some weight is the high standard of living, particularly on the
Witwatersrand.”

The report contains an appendix in which the average prices in the 27 towns above
mentioned are quoted. An excerpt from this table is given below together with com-
parative budgets as between Montreal and Capetown and Winnipeg and Johannesburg.

AVERAGE PRICES IN 7 TOWNS IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. -

. Cape Graaff- Kim- Johannes- Kroon-
Article. Quantity | Town | Reinet berly. Durban burg Pretoria stad
pence pence pence pence pence pence pence
8-75 6-17 900 |.......... 8-50 8-82 10-00
6-63 4-75 860 [.......... 9-00 8-39 8:00
25-00 21-86 29-63 19-10 25-80 24-40 25-50
15-33 8-95 18-68 17-17 24-30 20-12 20-00
2-69 2-61 3-00 2-68 2.94 3.27 2-75
17-25 15-57 18-25 18-10 17-75 19-00 21-00
18-60 16-50 19-97 18-69 22-80 21-90 21-00
14-45 12-89 15-71 12-90 14-70 18:17 21-00
19-88 23-08 20-78 18-88 18-42 19-00 21-00
200 1-89 200 1-83 1-63 1-94 2-50
2-54 2-83 3-91 2.40 2-92 2.-74 3-00
2-60 3-00 3-00 2.00 300 3-25 3-00
2-88 2-47 4-00 300 400 [.......... 2-%
3.33 5-08 4.9 4-10 4-38 4-18 6-00
2-94 2-83 3-39 2-80 3-60 3-57 3-%
araffin. .......... case 8 gal.] 112-00 135-00 133-22 102-21 153-75 1585-25 162-00
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BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES—CAPE TOWN AND MONTREAL,
. DECEMBER, 1013. . )
Price per Unit. Cost per Week. )
Quzmtifg:i - - -
consum
per week. '%a)g:n Montreal ’I(‘E)av?: Montreal
Pence Cents. Cents. Cents. Centsr
8-75 17-50 17-70 70-00 70-80
6-63 13-26 18-50 13-26 18-50
25-00 50-00 40-00 25-00 20-00
15-33 30-66 35-00 7:66 8-75
2-69 5-38 5-00 32-28 30-00
17-25 34-50 24-00 34-50 24-00 ~
18-60 37:20 56-50 74-40 113-00
14-45 28-90 19-00 57-80 38-00
19-88 39-76 30-50 ‘116-28 91-50
30-00 60-00 16-66 120-00 33-32 -
2-54 5-08 3-50 50-80 35-00
2-60 5-20 470 78-00 70-50
5-76 11-52 10-00 69-12 60-00
33-3 6-66 5-00 33-30 25-00
$7.85 $6.38
BUDGET AT RETAIL PRICES, JOHANNESBURG AND WINNIPEG, 1913
- Price per Unit. Cost per Week.
Commodity Quantity
. consumed
per week. [Johannes- Johannes-
burg. Cents. | Winnipeg urg. Winnipeg
Pence. . Cents. Cents. Cents
Beef, tb. . ...t 4 ]bs 8-50 17-00 20-50 68.00 82-00
Mutton, Ib.......ccovviieiiiiannns 11b 9.00 18-00 24-00 1800 24-00
b YR L T 1b 25-80 51-60 35-00 25-80 1750
Coffee, Ib.........cccovieiiiniinennnn.. Ib 24-30 48-60 40-00 12-15 10-00
Sugar, b .o 6 1bs 2-94 5-88 6-60 35.28 39-60
Bacon, Ib.. ..., 11b 17-75 35-50 35.00 35-50 | 35.00
Eggs, doz.......ooovviiiieiiiininnnnens 2 dos ¥2-80 45-60 40-00 91-20 80-00
Cheese, Ib.......cccoovviiiiieiinnnin.. 21bs 4.70 29-40 21-50 58-80 43-00
Butter, Ib.........cooiiiiin 3 1ibs 18-42 36-84 32-50 110-52 97-50
Potatoes, pk........oooviviiiinnnnnn... 2 pks 24-45 48-90 16-66 97-80 33-32
Flour,lbo ..o i 10 lbs. 2-92 5-84 , 3-50 58-40 35-00
Bread,lb....... ...t 15 ibs. 3-00 6-00 5-00 90-00 75-00
Milk, Q.. .. it [} (tt: 8-00 16-00 10-00 9600 60-00
Oatmeal, lb............. ereeceraaaaes 5 1bs. 4-38 8:76 5-00 4380 25-00
$8.41 $6.57
(4) India.

The Commercial Intelligence Department of the Indian-Government issués four
index numbers of prices, based on statistics covering 39 articles, including metals, coal,
textiles, grain, hides, sugar and chemicals. These articles have risen 18-1 per cent
since 1900, or 25 per cent since 1896. The import articles of the list (11 in number) show
a rise of 22.1 per cent since 1900, while the articles exported and consumed (28 in
number) show a rise of 17 per cent. A special index number of the retail prices of 7
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food grains shows a level much the same in 1912 as in 1900.‘ Mr. Atkinson’s index
number of silver prices (weighted) shows a rise of 22-1 per cent since 1900, or 34 per

cent since 1896,

THE COURSE OF PRICES IN INDIA, 1890-1912—INDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES.

Special Index | Special Index | Special Index {General Index Atkinson’s
Year. Number for Number for Number for Number for | Index Number
Food-grains (1} imported articles the whole of for silver
(retail prices.) | articles (2.) exported and | the selected prices (4).
consumed (3).

‘

articles.

63-0 4.8 83-9 86-3 82-6
71-4 87-5 83-1 84-5 83-9 .
77-1 87-5 87-9 88-0 92-4
67-2 93-0 90-4 90-6 90-3
50-4 87-5 88-7 87.9 86-1
62-5 90-7 89-6 89-6 83-9
80-8 98.0 94-4 94-9 91-7
108-9 90-0 100-0 97-5 107-7
72-2 83-4 82-3 82-8 88-2
71-4 90-7 80-7 82-8 84.7
100-0 100-0 100-0 | 100-0 100-0
81-8 100-0 93-6 94-9 97-2
3-5 98.0 91-2 91-4 89-6
85-7 91.7 83-1 85-4 86-1
61-0 96-9 83-9 87-1 84-7
76-8 100-0 83-6 | 94-9 93-8
93-3 100-4 1121 111-3 110-5
93-8 120-8 116-9 118-2 116-8
120-4 - 110-4 121-8 119-0 125-9
101-8 103-1 107-3 106-9 112-8
87-5 113-5 102-5 105-2 105-6
83-9 117.7 109-7 111-3 109-1
08-5 121-8 116-9 118-2 122-4

(1) Rice, wheat, jawar, bajra, gram, barley and ragi.

(2) Iron, copper, spelter, grey shirting, grey yarn, coloured yarn, sugar Mauritius, silk raw, coal,
kerosene oil, salt.

(3) Wheat, rice, jawar, bajra, gram, barley, ragi, tea, sugar, ghi, hides raw, cotton raw, jute raw,
silk raw, saltpetre, wool raw, castor oil, linsced, rareseed. sesamum, poppy seed, coal, cotton
yarn, cloth, jute, (gunny-bags), skins dressed, lac shell, indigo.

(4) "“The ratios for the different articles selected were weighted by Mr. Atkinson with reference to
a standard of consumption. The weights are so arranged that 60 out of 100 are on articles of
food (30 representing rice alone), 29 on raw produce and materials, and 11 on manufactures. Mr.
Atkinson has discontinued his series since 1909."'— Variations in Indian Price Levels from 1861 to
1912, p. 2. Commercial Intelligence Department, India.

The course of prices in India since 1900 is thus described in a report on Prices
and Wages in India, compiled in the oftice of the Director-General of Commercial
Intelligence, 1913

1901-05.—There was no very marked return to ordinary price levels in 1901 and
1902 as the weather conditions were generally not favourable, except, perhaps, for rice.
But in the next two years, and particularly in 1904, agricultural conditions were dis-
tinetly good, especially in the case of the wheat crop. There was in these two years a
corresponding improvement in prices of food grains, especially of rice and wheat; but
a set-back was experienced in 1905. The seasonal conditions of that year were marred
by a partial failure of the monsoon in Northern and Western India and by heavy rain
and floods in Bengal and Eastern Bengal. A sharp and rapid rise in the prices of
articles of Indian produce, especially food-grains, began in 1905.

“1906-10.—The rise was sustained in 1906 as the spring crops of that year, except

wheat,_ were generally not good, and the autumn crops were damaged more or less by
€xcessive rain and floods, particularly in Bengal and Eastern Bengal. Agricultural
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prospects were to a certain extent improved by the good winter rains which, though
late, saved a part of the spring harvest of 1907 in Northern India. But as unfavour-
able conditions prevailed in other parts of the country, particularly in Bengal, prices
remained unaffected; and when the failure of the southwest monsoon occurred, famine
conditions declared themselves over a large area. The wheat and oil-seeds harvests of
1908 were very poor owing to deficient and badly distributed rainfall. Neither were
the autumn crops good. The rise of prices was accentuated in 1907 and 1908 by the
widespread failure of the crops in Northern India. The wheat crop of 1909 showed an
advance on the previous year, though the winter rains were generally deficient and the
untimely rain in April damaged a quantity of the grain on the threshing floor in parts
where the crop was teaped early. The monsoon was exceptionally favourable, and
there was a considerable increase in the total out-turn of the staple crops. There was
a phenomenal rice crop in Burma and the two Bengals, the extended cultivation in
the latter having been stimulated by low prices of jute. As a result there was a general
decline in prices in 1909. The timely and well distributed winter rains brought fine
crops to harvest in the spring of 1910. The monsoon of that year was on the whole
favourable and the crops good. Prices continued to fall; but in the case of rice a strong
demand from China operated to keep the rates at the level of the previous year, par-
ticularly in Burma.

«1911-12.—The spring crops of 1911 were on the whole good, though frost and rust
affected them in parts of Northern and (Western India and prices continued to fall.
The monsoon of that year, however, was not very favourable, particularly in Northern
and Western India where the autumn crops suffered more or less from drought, and
prices of rice showed an upward tendency accentuated by strong export demand. The
spring crops of 1912 suffered through drought in Western and in parts of Northern
India and prices rose; and although the monsoon of that year was not on the whole
unfavourable, the strong export demand maintained the prices of rice at a high level.”

Direct Comparison of Recent Price Tendencies in Canada and India.

The official statistics of wholesale prices in India and Canada include twenty com-
modities common to both. No animal or meat products, fish, dairy products or build-
ing materials are represented in this list, the comparison being limited to grains, tex-
tiles, hides, metals and coal. The following table contains the comparative index
numbers for these:

Trend of wholesale prices in India and Canada, 1900-1913.

Number of Commodities, 20.* Prices 1900=100,

-—_ 1900 1001 1902 1903 1004 1905 | 1908
100 98-0 93-1 90-8 92-6 97-0 10-98
100 98-1 95-6 9%9-0 |- 101-5 104-9 110-0
1907 1908 1909 1910 1011 1912 1913
Canada..........ocvveeenenns 120-0 119-2 110-1 “110-4 118-8 120-7 |..........
Indis.........cooveeevniinenen 112-3 104-1 109-3 113-7 117-8 117-4 118-4

*Namely: Barley, flax, wheat, rice, tea, sugar, salt, wool, cotton raw, silk raw, jute raw, hides,
copper, iron, spelter, coal, coal oil, shirting, grey cotton, indigo.
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The Indian price level of grains, textiles and metals, it will be seen has gone up
faster than the.corresponding level in Canada. Of the twenty commodities, fourteen
show a greater increase during 1900 to 1912 in India than in Canada.
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COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA AND INDIA, 1900-1913.

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1908
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913

1

+

. Prices inr 1900==100.
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IV. Other Foreign Countries.

Statistics of price trends in 1900 in various other foreign countries have been
brought together in the accompanying large table, where an explanation will be found
in each case of the articles included and the source of the statistics. The countries are
dealt with in alphabetical order, both in the table and in the accompanying commen-
tary, as follows: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland,
Ttaly, Japan, Norway, Russia.l

(1) Austria-Hungary.

Four index numbers of prices in the Empire of Austria-Hungary are given. They
agree in showing a persistent and material rise in prices.

(1) The Wholesale Prices of 45 articles (taken chiefly at Vienna and Budapest)
as compiled by Herr Von Jankovitch rose 14-6 per cent between 1900 and 1909.

(2) Contract Prices of 13 articles at Trieste went up 45 per cent in 1900-1911.

This number reflects the change in the cost of a yearly food supply for a working-class
family.2 .
(8) Retail Prices. Two index numbers will be found in the table: (a) Statistics
of retail prices issued by the municipality of Vienna (as analyzed by the United King-
dom Department of Labour) shows that food and fuel have gone up approximately 35
per cent since 1900, the chief rise having been in bacon (77 per cent); veal (54 per
cent) ; butter (50 per cent); pork and lard (49 per cent).; beef (44 per cent); potatoes
(40 per cent) ; and flour (29 per cent). Prior to 1900, prices had been stationary on a
low level since about 1884. For 133 of the articles included in this investigation, com-
purative figures for Canada are available; these are brought tugether in a totai
(weighted) index number in the following:

1The Municipal Statistical Office of Stockholm made in 1907-8 a budgetary study of the
cost of living of 150 families with incomes of less than $1,200 per annum (Stockholm Statistika
kontoret. Statistisk undersokning angaende lefnadskostnaderna i Stockholm aren 1907-8. Pa
foranstaltning af Stockholm stadsfullmaktiges litsmedelskomitte, verkstalld af Stockholm stads
Statistiska kontor, Stockholm K. L. Beckmans boktrycheri 1910.) The number of families is
small but an interesting feature is an account of the expenditures of one family given for a
period of about 40 years. Mention may also be made of a volume published by the Swedish
Division of Labour Statistics on prices of food and rents in Sweden during the years 1904 to
1907 (Sweden K. Kommerskollegii Afdelning for Arbetsstatistik Lifemedelsoch Bostadspriser 1
Svenige under aren 1904-7. Utgifyen af K. Kommerskollegil, Afdeining for Arbettstatistik Stock
holm 1909). A digest of the contents of this report is given in Bulletin 84 of the United States
Bureau of Labour.

2 Alberti Mario II costo della vita i salarie le paghe a Trieste nell, ultimo quarto de secolo
Ettore Vram. editore, Trieste Tip. Nouva 1911.

38 Namely, beef, pork, bacon, veal, lard, milk, butter, bread, flour, sugar, potatoes, coal and
petroleum.
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Tue Course of Prices in Various Foreign Countries, 1890-1913.

Index Numbers of Prices,

Wholesale and Retail.

(Prices in

1900 = 100.)
Norz.—The countries are arranged alphabetically-—Canadian index numbers for purposes of rough comparison will be found on p. 230-233 inc.

AvusTRIA-HUNGARY, Brrgium, DENMARK.,

Retail Prices,(3) | Retail Prices, (4) Import and

Wholesale Contract icnna. Hungary. Wholesale Retail Prices.(8) [Export Values. (7)

Prices. (1) Prices. §2) 14 articles of food| 860 articles in Prices. (5) 11 foods in 16 38 articles

Year. 45 articles in 13 articles at Vienna, 22 localities. 10 articles at localitics. Dept. of

various markets at Trieste. U. K. Dept. of U. K. Dept. of Brussels. U. K. Dept. of Statistics
. Von Jankovich. | Signor Alberli. Labour. Labour. Waxweiler. Labour, of Denmark.
(Unweighted.) (Weighted.) (Unweighted.) (Unweighted.) (Unweighted.) (Weighted.) (Weighted.)
93-9 97 100-4 928 |........... AP 99-1

95-1 102 101-9 946 f........ie. 101-8

90-2 102 101-5 M1 f, 91-8

91-4 98 100-1 87-6 1 ... 90-9

87.8 96 100-1 908 ..., 85:5

87.8 96 102-8 80:8 |...iiiiiiieiian.. 83-6

86:5 92 99-6 88:9 |..........iieil.. 84-5

87-8 109 101-8 91:9 |, 86-4

91-4 111 102-2 933 | 80-0

92-7 104 101-2 940 L.l 95-5

100-0 . 100- 100-0 100-0 100-0 100.0

97-5 100 099-6 101-4 100-7 96-4

95-1 104 992 103-5 101-5 98-2

97-8 102 101-3 103-8 112.7 95-5

. . 105-3 108-5 97-3

105-1 109-5 100-0

111-7 111-6 103-6

112.3 1146 107-3

116-5 115-8 102.7

114-5 120-0 104-4

112.8 122-0 109-1

.................. 128-0 111-8

.................. 132-3 118-2
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The Course of Prices in Various Foreign Countries, 1890-1913—Continued.
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*Wholesale prices of grains and fodder (10) not included,
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Contract Prices.

Contract Prices. l Retail Prices.

gricultural
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(22)
(24)

(Unweighted.)

Retail Prices.

29 articles in 8 cities.
(Unweighted.)

Food supplies for 5 State
Export Values. (24)

{Unweighted.)
Signor Necco.

utch Labour Dept.
Foods for Amsterdam
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)
M. Falkenberg.

products. (20)
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(35)
(Unweighted.)

Yearly expenditures of a working
(Unweighted.)

Wholesale Prices.

30 articles of food.
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The following notes apply to the reference numbers in the preceding table:—

(1) Foods, minerals, textiles and miscellaneous ; chiefly in Budapest and Vienna. Bulletin
of the International Statistical Institute, Vol XIX, p. 136.

(2) Bread, flour, macaroni, rice, beans, potatoes, olive oil, cheese, peas, beef, sugar, wine,
vinegar and soap. The number reflects changes in the cost of a yearly supply of food for a
working class family, U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 328. .

(3) Flour, bread, pease, lentils, potatoes, sauer kraut, milk, sugar, butter, beef, veal, pork,
lard and bacon. The original prices statistica are those of the Monthly Bulletin of the Muni-
cipality of Vienna. UK. Cd. 6955, p. 327.

\4) Grains, breadstuffs,’ meats, poultry, groceries, forage, beverages, fuel, vegetables, dairy
produce, ete. The original prices from Yearbook of Central Statistical Office of Hungary. UK
Cd. 6955, p. 331. . N

(5) Wheat, potatoes, meats, eggs, butter, milk, linen, calico, coal and wood. Bulletin In-
ternational Statistical Institute. XIX 210.

(6) Bread, coffee, eggs, butter, beef, pork, bacon, potatoes, sugar, rice and haricots. Orlg-
inal prices collected and published by-Belgian Labour Department. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 336.

(7) Grouped as follows: Group (1) Taljow, oleo, flour, flaxseed, cocoanut, rice, coffee,
cocoa, tobacco, cotton thread, lard, copper, coal oil. Group (2) Horses, eggs, salt herring,
wheat, potatoes, flax, linen thread, hides, boots and shoes, paper, wood, bricks. Group (3)
Meat, salt pork, butter, rye, wheat, barley, oats, corn, sugar, coal, pig iron, iron bar, oil cake
and timber. Group 1 is given a weight of 1, group 2 of 2, group 3 of 3, Bulletin of the Inter-
national Statistical Institute, XIX, p. 219.

(8) Wheat, flour, rye, corn, barley, oats, potatoes, rice, cattle, sheep, pigs, salt meat, butter,
sugar (3), coffee, cocoa, cheese, pig iron, bar iron, tin, copper, lead, coal (2), cotton, hemp, flax,
jute, wool, silk, iron ore, zinc, hides, tallow, oil (3), linseed, petroleum, nitrate of soda, indigo,
oak (2). UK Cd. 6955, p. 340.

(9) Wheat, flour, rye, barley, oats, corn, potatoes, rice, beef (2), mutton (2), pork, salt
meat, butter, cheese, sugar (2), coffee, cocoa, iron (3), copper tin, lead, zinc, coal, cotton, flax,
hemp, jute, wool, silk, hides, tallow, coal oil, linseed, alcohol, soda, nitrates, indigo, wood, rubber,

© UK. Cd. 6955, p. 341. .

110) Under the following main headings: Wheat, meal, wine, sugar, alcohol, coffee, coal,
coal oil, copper, tin, zine, lead, steel, iron, silk, wool, flax, cotton, soda, phosphate, sulphuric
acid. U.K Cd. 6955, p. 342. See also wholsale prices, Canada, 1913, p. 282.

(11) Consumption of a typical Paris carpenter. Salaires et coOt de l'existence & diverses
époques Jusqu'en 1910. UK Cd. 6955, p. 339. .

(12) Wheat, rye, potatoes, rice, pigs, oxen, cOwWS, sheep, coffee, tobacco, sugar, coal, petrol-
eum, pig iron, cotton jute and silkk. The original prices have been published by Imperial Stais-
tical Office. UK. Cd. 6955 p. 353. ,

(13) Cereals and other agricultural and flshery products, colonial wares, textiles, metals,
fuel and lighting. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 354.

(14) Grains, vegetables, meats, textiles, metals, fuel, etc. UK. Cd. 6955, p. 357.

(15) Rye bread, rye flour, wheat flour, beef, veal, pork, potatoes, milk, butter, lard, eggs
and beer. Original prices from the Journal of the Bavarian Statistical Office. U.K. Cd. 6335,
p. 843.

(16) The weekly ration served to the German blue jacket in home ports. U.K. Cd. 6955,

p. 344, .

(17) Bavarian, Wurtemburg, Prussian and Baden. Commodities Included: Bread, flour,
potatoes, sugar, coffee, butter, eggs, beef, veal, mutton, pork, bacon and milk. U.K. Cd. 6953,
p. 347-8.

(18) Wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, hay, straw, beef, mutton, veal, bacon, pork, butter,
lentils, beans and potatoes. Bulletin of the International Statistical Institute, XIX, 132.

t119) Wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, beans, lentils, straw (2), hay, mixed bread, bread, rye
bread, beef, pork, veal, mutton, (table) butter, eggs, wheat meal, whole barley, barley mesl,
buckwheat flour, rice, coffee (raw), coffee (Java), table salt and tallow. Bulletin of the Inter-
national Statistical Institute, XIX, p. 134.

(20) Butter, cheese, oxen, calves, pigs, wheat, rye, barley, oats, beans, peas, corn, potatoes
and sugar beets. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 362.

(21) Amsterdam, Harlem, Arnhem, Utrechf. Leeurwarden and The Hague. Twenty-fouf
goods. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 358.

(22) Wheat bread, rye bread, butter, beef, rice, potatoes, peas, pea meal and milk. UK
Cd. 6955, p. 360. :

(23) Animal foods (7), vegetable foods (11), other foods (6), as purchased by Municipal
Hospitals of Amsterdam. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 362.

(24) Of the following: (1) Spirits, liquors and olls: (2) colonial products, drugs, etc, ®)
chemicals, etc., (4) colours in general for tinctures and, (5) flax, jute, etc, (6? cotton, (7) wool
and nair, (8) silk, (9) hay, straw, (10) charts and books, (11) furs, (12) mineral metals, etc,
(13) vehicles, (14) stone, earthenware, etc., (16) rubber gum, gutta percha, etc., (16) cereals.
flour and paste, (17) animals and their products, (18) miscellaneous. I Prezzi delle Merci in
ftalia, 1910—12, Achille Necco. Panteleonis number based on 19 imports and 12 exports shows
a greater rise in the former and a less rise in the latter.

(25) Bread, macaroni, rice, beef, sausage, fish, eggs, butter, olive oil, milk, coffee, 8ugar
and wine. U.K. Cd. 6955, p. 363.

. (26) Wheat, bread, macaroni, rice, beef, coffee, sugar and wine. U.K. Cd 6955, p. 364
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4

COURSE OF RETAIL PRICES, CANADA AND VIENNA, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles Included, 13. ‘ Prices in 1900=100.
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TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND VIENNA, 1900-1913.
No. oi’ Commodities 13. " Prices 1900=100 .
1900 ‘ 1905 1910 1911 1912 1013
Canada............ e eeraneeeaeaaan 100-0 110-3 I 127-2 135-1 139-8 139-6
ViennB. cevevereeeaeaeraaneenraaaneas 100-0 107-6 ' 1285 127-8 131-2

Retail prices in Vienna apparently went up faster than in Canada until 1911, in
which year and in 1912, however, the situation was reversed.

(b) An index number based on a list of 60 commodities in 22 towns as recorded by
the Central Statistical Office of Hungary shows a rise of 34 per cent between 1900 and
1911. The 47 foods included in the list have advanced 37 per cent. Wheat has gone up
52 per cent, oats 68 per cent, beans 63 per cent, flour 33 per cent, chickens 59 per
cent, beef 44 per cent, pork 65 per cent, bacon 56 per cent, milk 57 per cent, coal

29 per cent.and hay and etraw over 50 per cent.

Altogether, 20 commodities!

are included in the above list for which comparative price trends are available in the
two countries; these are brought together in the following weighted index numbers:

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND HUNGARY, 1900-1913.

Prices 1900=100

No. of Commodities 20
1000 1905 1910 1911
CANBAB. ....ceeeee e 100-0. 110-5 130-8 137.3
PR
HUBGATY .+ eveeeeeees e oo 100-0 127 132-7 141.0

The cost of living in Hungary on this showing has gone up more rapidly since

1900 than in Canada.

Namety: beef, veal, mutton, pork, bacon, lard, eggs, butter, milk, cheese, flour, bread, rice, sugar,
potutoes, coffee, vinegar, wood, coal and beans.
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COURSE OF RETAIL PRICES, CANADA AND HUNGARY, 1900-1918.

Number of Articles Included, 20. Prices in 1900=100.
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BELGIUM,

Two index numbers, one of wholesale prices and the other of retail, will be found
in the accompanying table. .

(1) Wholesale Prices.—The former, that of Prof. E. Wazxweiler, covers 10 articles
k at Brussels. It shows a rise of 13 per cent as between 1900 and 1910, eggs and meat
having gone up fastest. It has not been compiled for subsequent Years, Summarizing
his results, Prof. Waxweiler states: “ For the last five years the prices of most of the
articles exhibited an upward tendency. Nevertheless the level of prices to-day (i.e.
1910) does not appear to be exceptional.”

Another wholesale index number for Belgium is that constructed by Mr. Maurice
Sauveur, based on data published by the Minister of the Interior and Agriculture
(Annuaire de la Belgique).! It is compiled only for individual articles and for
certain groups. It shows an increase of 26 per cent between 1900 and
1909 in cereals (wheat, rye, barley, meslin, spelt and buckwheat), of 32 per
cent in vegetables (peas, beans and potatoes) of 17 per cent in meats (beef, veal, mutton
and pork) and of 8 per cent in butter. Combining the 14 articles? which are com-
mon to Mr. Sauveur’s statistics and those of Canada the folowing comparison of the
wholesale price trends in the two countries is obtained.

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND BELGIUM, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles 14. . Prices 1900=100.
1900 | 1901 1902,1903,1904’1905'1906,1907 1908]1909 1910

Canada........oeovevnennnnn.. 100-0| 106-0f 115-3{ 115-5| 110-6{ 118-1] 121-7| 137-5! 140-9; 141-9| 140-3

Belgium........oovvvuiune,.. 100-0] 108-2{ 107-7| 107-0| 106-5| 113-0] 115-0| 117-3 114-4] 120-2

Retail Prices.—A retail index number for Belgium was compiled by the United
Kingdom Department of Labour based on the retail prices of 11 foods in 16 localities
as collected by the Belgian Department of Labour. It shows a gain of 32 per cent
between 1900 and 1912. The chief increases have been in beef (70 per cent), haricots
(49 per cent), bacon (48 per cent), pork (44 per cent), and coffee (31 per cent). Sugar
has gone down 25 per cent. Taking the 10 articles® common to the Canadian and
Belgian statistics of retail prices, the following weighted index number has been com-

piled.
TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND BELGIUM, 1900-1913.
Number of Articles 10, Prices 1900=100.
I 19800 I 1905 1910 911 1912 l 1913
Conadan........oou 100-0 | 111.5 1317 1449 | 1461 146.2
Belgium......... e, 10000 | 1089 | 119-8 | 1264 | 129.3

Both wholesale and retail prices it will be seen have been less buoyant in Belgium
than in Canada.

yU-K., Board of Trade, C. d 6956, p. 333. ,
.Namely: barley, hay, oats, peas, rye straw, wheat, beef, mutton, pork, veal, butter, beans, potatoes.
Namely, beef, pork, bacon, eggs, butter, bread, sugar, potatoes, rice, coffee, .
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TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND BELGIUM, 1900-1910.

Number of Articles, 14. Prices In 1900100,
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COURSE OF RETAIL PRICES, CANADA AND BELGIUM, 1900-1913,
Number of Articles Included, 10. " Prices in 1900=100.
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(3) DENMARK.

An index number based on import and export valuations by the Statistical Depart-
ment of Denmark shows a rise of 18 per cent between 1900 and 1912, Statist.ics for A
the individual commodities are not given so that comparisons on the same basis with

Canadian prices are not possible.
(4) FRANCE.

; Five index numbers of prices in France will be found in the accompanying table:

(1) De Foville's numbers of import and export values is based on the annual pub-
: lications of the Board of Customs. Imports and exports are first valued at last year's
prices. The difference between this and a subsequent valuation at current prices is
made the basis of the change in the number. De Foville’s (France), Sauerbeck’s
(Great Britain) and Neccos (Italy) numbers are chartered together on p. 314.

(2) Import Values—An index number based on the import values of 43 articles!
is published by the French Ministry of Labour. The foods alone of the ¥French num-
ber have risen 28 per cent. '

(3) A second series of official index numbers based on the market prices of 45
articles shows a rise of 23-7 per cent. The foods alone in this series have advanced
by 28 per cent. The articles correspond closely to those of the Sauerbeck number of
Great Britain.

(4) A well known French index number of wholesale prices is that of La Reforme
Economique. The number includes 21 articles, the rise in which since 1900 has

‘ amounted to 13 per cent.

: (5) Cost of Living. As the result of a special investigation by the French Statis-
: tical Department into the cost of food, fuel and lighting, based on the consumption of
a typical Paris artisan, (carpenter) it is estimated that a rise of 15 per cent has taken
¢ place since 1900. If wine and sugar are omitted from the calculations the increase is
shown at 23 per cent (considerable declines in the price of wine and sugar having
taken place as the result of financial legislation). Working class rentais advanced 8
per cent at Paris in the first ten years of the century. Combining food, fuel, lighting
and rentals a rise between 1800 and 1910 is estimated at 13 or 14 pper cent according
as the caleulation includes or excludes wine and sugar.2

1 Since 1905 the index number is calculated on market prices and is extended to 45 articles
(see Annuaire Statistiqgue de la France, 1912, p. 223). .

2 France, Ministére du Travail et de la Prévoyance Sociale. Statistique générale de la
France. Salaires et coQt de l'existence & diverses époques, jusqu'en 19i10. FParps, Imprimerie
Nationale, 1911, This report contains a compilation of retail prices of food secured from the
bread-tax records, the slaughter-house sales books, the books at the central markets, the records
of co-operative stores, the accounts of institutions such as almshouses and boarding schools,
the books of restaurants, etc. The wholesale prices on the Paris produce exchanges are also
given. The wage data were secured principally from statements of the councils of prud’hommes
and from the pay rolls of Government establishments. Computations of the cost of living are
given,
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’

There are 38 articles contained in the French import price statistics as above
described for which wholesale statistics in the case of Canada are availablel Com-
bining these for each country in turn the following index mumbers are obtained:—

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND FRANCE, 1900-1913.
No. of Articles, 38°. ' o o Prices in 1900=100.

1900 { 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 1907|1908 1909 } 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

Canada...| 100-0} 98-4] 100-1; 101-4] 100-2| 107-4} 112-7] 119-0] 112-5| 114-1] 119-6] 126-0( 138-8f 128-3
France....| 100-0| 95-3| 95-3| 95-8] 95-5 100-9| 107-0] 109-6{ 104-9| 106-7[ 113-3].118-6

On the above analysis prices have uniformly tended towards a lower level in France
than in Canada, though the spread is not excessive.

3The index numbers for the individual commodities are not published in the Annuaire Statistique but
were worked out from the actual prices quoted therein. It is to be remembered that import prices do not
necessarily reflect with accuracy the general level of internal prices.

*Namely, barley, corn, flax, oats. rye, wheat, cattle (live), hogs (live), sheep (live), butter, cheese, po-
tatoes, flour, rice, coffee, cocoa, sugar (granulated), wool, cotton, flax fibre, raw silk, jute, hides, tallow,
MFTr' ‘iron_&plg), iron (bar), lead, steel billets, tin, zinc, coal, coal oil, oak, linseed oil, indigo, alcohol,
sulphuric acid.




RETRePE SR O

B Y ot e B W s

302
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(5) GERMANY.

Wholesale Prices—Three numbers are given herewith: (1) a weighted index
number based on 17 articles by Herr Calwer shows a rise of 29 per cent between 1900
and 1912, but a decline of 8 points in 1913.1 Herr Otto Schmitz’s unweighted number
of 29 articles rose 22 per cent between 1900 and 1912. (3) The index number of the
Vossische Zeitung, which includés 39 commodities, had risen in 1912 by 26 per cent,
but declined in 1913.

The Imperial Statistical Office of Germany has published index numbers for 44
commodities since 1899, but has not calculated an aggregate number. Among the more
important increases shown in these statistics are the following: wheat 38 per cent, corn .
43 per cent, potatoes 60 per cent, pigs and calves 50 per cent, coffee 70 per cent, tea
11 per cent, hides 64 per cent; on the other hand pepper, raw silk, pig and bar iron
and English coal have gone down since 1900.2

The official wholesale price statistics of Germany and Canada permit direct com-
parison to be made in the case of 34 commodities.3 These are combined in the fol-
lowing index numbers:

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND GERMANY. 1910-1913.
Number of articles, 34. ) ’ Prices in 1900=100.

1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 1905|1906 1907 | 1908 | 1900 { 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

Canada. . .| 100-0|
Germany.| 100-0

108-6f 111-9| 115-2| 118-9] 113-6| 122-5] 126-9( 127-9{ 139-8| 135-9
100-1} 102-9| 109-8| 114-5]| 105-2| 108-5| 111-5| 118-5| 128.7

94-51 95-51 98-0

99-8 104-:| 108-9

It would appear that prices have been somewhat less buoyant in Germany than in
Canada, though the spread is not very great.

1The courtesy of Herr Calwer in supp'ying figures for 1913 is acknowledged.

*The Imperial Statistical Office also published in 1909 a study of the household budgets of 860
famllles of persons of moderate income covering the year 1907-1908. (Germany.—Slatistisches Amdt.
Ableilung fur Arbeilerstatistik.  Erhebung von Wirtschaftsrechnungen minderbemittelter Familien im
Deutschen Reiche. Bearb.im Kaiserlichen Statistischen Amte, Abteilung fur Arbeiterstatistik. Berlin,
C. Heymanns Verlag, 1909). Practically all the incomes were less than $1,200 (5,000 marks), the majority
being from $200 to $500. The principal value of this study is its detailed account of the various items of
expenditure of the families studied. A digest of the contents of this report is given in bulletin 88 of the
United States Bureau of Labour. No attempt is made to compare findings with earlier data.

. *Namely, barley, corn, oats, rye, wheat, cattle, hogs, lard, sheep, butter, herrings, potatoes, flour,
rice, coffee, tea, pepper, wool, cottons, cotton, silk, jute, hides, copper, pig iron, bar iron, lead, spelter,
tin, coal, coal oil, (U. S. standard) coal oil, tobacco, {mps.
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Retail Prices—Four German index numbers of retail prices will be found in the
accompanying table, namely, those of Dr. Zahn,! weighted, Herr Calwer, weighted,
United Kingdom Department of Labour, weighted, and Von Zimmerman, unweighted.
Three of the numbers agree in showing a rise of approximately over 25 per cent in 1911,
The fourth, which reflects contract rather than retail prices, (i.e., the cost of the
weekly ration served to the German blue-jacket in home ports) had risen only 14
per cent in 1911; this, however, had increased to 24 per cent in 1912. Dr. Zahn's
number for 1913 showed a rise of 35 per cent compared with 1900,

A composite index number of Herr Von Hartwig on wholesale’and retail price of
27 foods at Leubeck shows a rise of 22.83 per cent in 1912.

The retail price statistics of individual articles in Germany contained in the
United Kingdom Board of Trade report, 19122 enable some interesting compari-
sons to be made with the similar statistics for Canada. Four comparative index
numbers have been worked out for these as follows:

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND PRUSSIA, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 9.* Prices in 1900=100.

1900 1905 w0 | 1m 1912 1013
CORAB. e eeeeeee e 1000.| 1135 | 1376 | 1505 | 1528 | 1589
PrUSSIB e e e eeeee e crnneeennns 1000 | 128 | 127 | 1350

*Namely, beef, veal, mutton, pork, bacon, eggs, butter, flour, potatoes.

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND BAVARIA, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 9.** ° . Prices in 1900=100.
1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913

Canada.........ooviviiiiieinnnnnnnen. 100-0 112.3 133-3 144-9 148-8 152-3

Bavaria.....ocoiiiiieeieieeaeaaaeens 100-0 110-5 122-1 120.5

(**) Namely, beef, pork, veal, eggs, milk, butter, bread, flour, potatoes.

*Figures for 1911, 1912, 1913, supplied b, courtesy of Dr. Zahn.
3C. D. 6955. P v
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TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND BADEN, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 12*, Prices in 1900=100,

—_— ’ 1900’1905 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

WCRIRAR. oo ae e 100-0| 112-0| 134-4| 144-2| 1478 154.0
BAACI. « e e 100-0| 108-1| 125-5] 130-2{ 132-9

* Namely, beef, mutton, pork, bacon, veal, eggs, milk, butter, bread, flour, coffee, potatoes.

TREND OR RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND WURTEMBURG, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles, 11**, ) ' Prices in 1900=100.
_— 1900 | 1905 | 1910 | 1911 | 1012 | 1913

CBOBAA. . o oo e e e e 100-0| 111-1| 131-7] 143-5 146-8] 149-¢

WUELEIIDUTE - e e ee e eeeeeeeeeeeena e e e e s e e eraneanes 100-0| 110-0| 1207} 133-6]......|......

**Namely, beef, mutton, pork, veal, eggs, milk, butter, bread, flour, sugar, potatoes.

The general conclusion from these tables is that retail prices have gone up more
rapidly in Canada than in Germany, one third to half again as fast.
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(6) BOLLAND.-

Wholesale Prices—An index number compiled by the United Kingdom Board of
Trade of the wholesale prices of agricultural products in Hollond shows a rise of 35
per cent between 1900 and 1911. Potatoes went up no less than 72 per cent, calves 50
per cent and cheese 47 per cent. Comparative index numbers for Canada and Holland
based on 12 commodities which are common to both series of statistics are as follows:—

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND HOLLAND, 1900-1913.

Number of commodities, 12*. Prices in 1900=100.
R .
—_ 1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 ' 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1010 } 1911 | 1912 | 1013
Canada. ..| 100-0| 104-5{ 115-2| 116-3| 108-7| 118-2| 120-2| 130-3|.136-8| 139-6| 139-2 146-8} 169-5{ 145-5
Holland...{ 100-0| 113-1| 105-6] 104-5 106-0| 112-0] 112-5{ 118-5 116-1| 121-3} 119-4{ 130-5|......]....-.

, *Namely, butter, cheese, beef, veal, pigs, wheat, rye, barley, oats, beans, corn and potatoes.

Retail Prices—The Dutch Department of Labour has compiled an index number,
from 1893 to 1912 based on the retail prices of 29 articles of ordinary household use
(24 being foods at prices charged by Co-operative Stores in Amsterdam, Haarlem,
Arnhem, Utrecht, Leeuwarden, and the Hague). The rise shown by this number in
1912 compared with 1900 is 21 per cent, but the foods of the list went up 23 per cent.
Combining the eight articles common to the two series of statistics** the following
comparison is obtained. ' '

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND HOLLAND, 1900-1913.
Number of commodities, 8** Price in 1900=100.

1905 | 1910 | 1911 | 1012 | 1913

o

123-9( 125.0| 120-2
116-1} 122-0|

**Namely, cheese, flour, oatmeal, rice, beans, sugar, tea and coffee.

i By the above showing the rise in prices has been more pronounced in Canada than
in Holland, though the latter saw a rapid upward movement in 1912.

Contract Prices.—Two other index numbers based on contract prices are given
he}'ewith. One reflects the price paid by three large State institutions for food sup-
plies, and the other the contract price for food paid at the municipal hospitals of
Amst,fardam.l Eight articles are included in the former, which shows a rise of 22 per
cent in 1912. The 23 articles included in the latter went up 33 per cent during the
same interval. '

. A comparative budget at 1912 retail prices in Montreal and Amsterdam? it
given in the accompanying table.

T .
- Amsterdam. Bureau van statistik. Prijsen van levensmiddelen te Amsterdam. Prix des
Bvres 8 Amsterdam. Amsterdam, J. Muller, 1911. (Statistische Mededeelingen uitgegeven door het
ureal’x’lyan Statistik der gemeente Amsterdam . . . . no. 35). Text in Dutch and French.
he figures for Amsterdam are from No. 41 Jaarcijfers, 1812, p. 47.
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BUDGET OF RETAIL PRICES, AMSTERDAM AND MONTREAL, DECEMBER, 1912.

Quantity Amsterdam. Montreal | Amster- | Montreal
Commodity. consumed Price per| dam
per week.|Price per|Price per Ib.
2-21b. 't 1b. cents
cents.* cents.
16-37 3- 43 45-0 70-0
110- 20-0 15- 40-0 30-0
130- 23-6 20. 47-2 40-0
180 32-7 18- 32-7 18-0
. 120 21-8 16- 21-8 16-0
Pork,lean.......... ..o it 11b. 100 18-2 14- 18-2 14-0
Coal oil,gal...........ccooeiiin.n, 1 gal. 9.5+ 43-3 23- 43-3 23-0
L1b. 143.0 52-0 60- 13-0 15-0
61b. 54. 4-9 52 29-4 34-5
21b. 20 ** 4-9 6 9-8 12-0
10 Ib. 20 3-8 4 36-0 40-0
i lb. 20 3-6 7 1-2 2.3
Driedapples.................coivnen. 11Ib. 70 12-7 13 12.7 13-0
Dried prunes..........coovveiiie.n.. 11b. 50 9-1 123 9-1 12.5
Butter......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaeaa 31b. 160 30-0 H4-5 80-0 103-5
Old cheese {(Gouda).................... 11b. 100 18-2 22 18-2 22-0
New cheese (Gouda)................... 11b. 80 14-5 20 14-5 20-0
$482-1 | $485-8
*Dutch cent=2-5 cent Canadian.
**Litre=22 gallons.
{1 kilogramme.
(7) ITALY.

Import and Export Values.—Index numbers compiled by Signor A. Necco, of the
University of Turin, show a rise in prices between 1900 and 1912 of about 10 per cent.
Tt is interesting to compare this number with those of De Foville in France and of
Sauerbeck in Great Britain. (See accompanying chart.)

Contract Prices.—Two index numbers based on contract prices are given. The
first reflects the prices paid by 43 State institutions for 12 foods. From 1830 to 1906
prices were stationary or slightly downward. Between 1907 and 1913, however a rise of
23-7 per cent took place, the articles chiefly affected being eggs, pork, sausages, olive oil,
and wine. The second number reflects 8 foods as supplied to the Italian war office. The

rigse shown by this is somewhat less, namely, 20 per cent, chiefly in wine and beef since
1909.

Retail Prices—~Two numbers are given reflecting respectively the course of 16
foods in Rome and 7 foods in Milan. The former were up 7- per cent in 1912 after
having been 8-3 per cent up in 1911; the later were up 30-9 in 1913. Taking the
art%cie;, 5 in number, common to Canada and Milan, the following comparison is
arrived at:—

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND MILAN, 1900-1913.

Number of articles, 5*. Prices 1900 =100,
¢ —_— 1900 | 1905 | 1910 | 1911 | 1812 { 1913
%}{Iada ................. et reribeeabeerasase st 100-0| 111-0] 127-3] 132-2| 141-0} 144-3
Milan,...... teseriaraane eeeiereaees edeasaresestesateatatenans 100-0f 101-2} 124-8| 130-8| 130-8} 130-9

in th "N“m(?l)'. beef, pork, bread, hutter, rice. The investigation at Rome covers 9 articles included
e ('anadian statistics, but for 5 of these, namely, butter, cheese, lard, veal and bacon, prices are shown
to be unchanged
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(8) JApan.

Two index numbers are given herewith, both of wholesale prices and both of the
Japanese Department of Agriculture and Commerce.

(1) The first covers sixty-three articles including, (a) foods, drinks and tobacco,
(b) clothing and textiles, (c) minerals, fuel, timber and manufactured articles. The
average rise in these was 33 per cent. Taking the food items alone, the rise was 54
per cent. Textiles rose 30 per cent. :

(2) The second number covers 15 foods. Like the food section of the preceding
number this shows a rise of 50 per cent between 1900 and 1912.

As between Canada and Japan, comparative wholesale price statistics are available
for 23 articles. Combining these the following numbers are obtained :—

TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND JAPAN, 1900-1913. .

Number of articles, 23*. Prices in 1900=100.
—_ 1600 | 1901 | 9102 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913
Canada...| 100-0| 104-4| 100-8| 104.3| 106-7| 104-3] 106-6| 118-6| 118-4] 119-7) 123-0( 123-0| 131-8| 130-0
Japan..... 100-0f 98-1] 96-8| 102-0 107-2} 116-9 116-5 122-8| 124-5| 120-2| 121-3| 125-3| 131-9

. *Namely, barley, hay, straw, wheat, beef, eggs, milk, rice, tea, sugar, salt, cotton, prints, silk,
pig iron, coal, petroleum, pine (balk}, pine (plank), shingles, nails, paper, indigo.

It will be noticed that although the Canadian index numbers are more buoyant in
the first three years of this century, the lead was taken thereafter until 1910 by Japan.
In 1912 the numbers show exactly the same degree of advance, with the Canadian
numbers tending to sag. b




. 316 BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO

COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA AND. JAPAN, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles Includede, 23. Prices in 1900=109.
O m W w0 -« n o «© *® o ) [+ SN )
(@] (=} [«] o o o [ (=] —~ -4 - -
5385 8888 38332583
132 | 132
130 130
128 canadp. /7 128
126 ngpan. —_— - ] — / 126
124 A ,)/ 124
. / A T
122 ! \‘ P 122
. I ’ a/
120 / \/‘ 120
/
118 | / -/ 118
: [
. 116 i=4 : 116
1]
114 . 114
112 ! / 113
AN
110 L 110
108 ,’ / 108
108 }\ / 108

104 \ I'/ \/ 104
102 / \ / 103

100 100
N 7

98 N 98

96 { o6

94 94




COST OF LIVING IN CANADA 7 317
(9') NORWAY.

Wholesale Prices—An index number of the Norwegian Statistical Office, which
covers 39 articles, shows a rise of 9 per cent between 1900 and 1911. The food items
which number 22, have gone up 17 per cent, while textiles have gone up 18 per cent.

Retail Prices.—A yearly budget of a typical workingclass familiy in Christiania
has increased 17 per cent since 1901. Down to 1906 the cost of living fell off in Chris-
tiania, the increase above noted having occurred between 1909 and 1912. Rents and
taxes rose only slightly, but clothing, food and fuel went up rapidly.

An index number constructed by the United Kingdom Department of Labour
based on statistics complled by the Municipal Statistical Office of Christiania shows
a rise of 9 per cent in the iprices of 25 principal household supplics between 1900 and
1911. Sixteen of these articles* may be compared with similar commodities in Canada
with the following result:

TREND OF RETAIL PRICES IN CANADA AND NORWAY (CHRISTIANTA). 1900-1913.

Number of commodities, 16°. Prices 1900=100.

—_ |l900 1905 | 1910 | 1911
L0 T S 100-0] 110-9| 129.5( 138-1
NOIWAY . cveeeenraneninns e e e a et e et eae e eneneaanaras . 100-0] 98-4] 107-4| 111-0

*Namely, beef, mutton, veal, pork (salt), butter, cheese, eggs, milk, flour, beans, potatoes, coffee,
sugar, petroleum, coal and wood.

Retail prices would appear to have been much more stable in Christiania than in
Canada.
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(10) mussia.

Wholesale Prices—Two index numbers are available. The first, that of the Rus-
gian Ministry of Commerce and Industry, is for 89 articles. A general rise of 16 per
cent is shown between 1900 and 1911. To this rise cereal products contributed 27 per
cent, animal products 22 per cent, oleaginous products 24 per cent, textile materials 20
per cent, dyes and chemical products 14 per cent,  colonial series ” 7 per cent; mineral
products show a slight decline. It will be seen that the price rise has been highest in
textiles, and next highest in animal products, hides and live pigs being a chief contri-
buting factor in the latter. The second index number is one computed by the United *
Kingdom Department of Labour for the 30 articles of food represented in the above
statistics. The rise shown between 1900 and 1911 is 20-8 per cent.

Working out a comparison of the trend of wholesale prices in Canada and Russia
as based on the 44 articles* which are common to the official statistics of both coun-
tries the following result is obtamed:

'TREND OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN CANADA AND RUSSIA, 1900-1013.

Number of commodities, 44°. Prices 1900=100.

— '1900 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913
Canada,..| 100-0f 99-8] 101-3| 102-0| 102-0| 104-1| 103-7| 116.0] 113-8) 118-7| 124-4| 126-5{ 135-8| 130-0
Russia....| 100-0] 97-7) 96-4{ 95-6{ 98-4| 102-9| 110-5| 118-0| 112-4; 113-1( 113-0| 116-4|......]......

*Namely, barley, bran, flax, cats, wheat, beef, cattle, hogs, pork, sheep, butter, fish, herrings,
flour, rice, coffee, tea, sugnr pepper, salt. cotton, prints, flax fibre, hlcro N tallow, copper, iron pig, spelter,
tin, coal, gasoline, coal oil, linseed oil, rosin, whlbe lead, borax, caustic soda, copperas, indigo, hops, malt,
corn, peas, rye, lead

The rise in Canada has been more rapid than in Russia, though in 1906 and in
1907 the latter stood on a higher level.



- 320

COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA AND RUSSIA, 1900-1913.

BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO

Number of Articles Included, 44.
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* GENERAL SUMMARY.

A “ WQRLD ” INDEX NUMBER.

In summing up the preceding the first task is to present an index of the general
trend of prices since the beginning of the century. As already made plain, the trend
has varied considerably in different countries and in different articles and groups of
articles.

The two large tables at the end of the chapter, as already explained, contain the
available index numbers of the individual commodities (at wholesale and retail respec-
tively), and these may be made the basis for a summing up of the kind desired. An
average ‘“world” index number for each commodity will be found inserted in the
tables; these when combined yield the results shown on the next following page.

The results here given are unweighted, the averages being simple throughout.
Those for the individual articles in the large tables accordingly tend to give promin-
ence to price conditions in the smaller countries. As the rises, however, have been dis-
tributed with apparent evenness between the large and small countries not much would
seem to be gained by the great labour of weighting each number according to popula-
tion. A more serious defect is in the fact that the averages for certain commodities
represent a larger number of countries than those for others. For over forty articles
in the wholesale list, for example, the average is for Canada and the United States alone,
where prices have been exceptionally buoyant. The above “world” numbers, there-
fore, might be presumed to err on the side of buoyancy.

The weighting of the various commodities, as in the preceding chapters—the
wholesale by the series of group weights employed in appdx. IT (p. 90) and the retail
Ly the weights used in appdx. III. (p. 222) yields the following results:—

82696—g1




“WORLD" INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES, 1000-1913.

No. of articles, 1485. No. of countries represented, 12. Prices1900=100.
— No. of

Articles| 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1805 1908 1807 1808 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
I Grgina and fodders...... 11 100-0| 106-9] 118.7] ‘112-8| 102-1 109-8] 112-1 126-1 136-0] 132.5| 126-9| 132-3 148.6] 124.3
II. Am'mals and meats....... 11 100-0 107-4 117.2 114-5 108-9 1127 118-8 122-8 122-9 128-0 136-4 122.5] 140-0 154-9
III. l'?mry produce........... 4 100-0 101-8 107-0 105-3 102-3 108-1 109-2 114-8 119-§) 121-8 122-4 123-4 138-5 134-5
IV. Fish..................... 5 100-0| 103-9 101-1 132-4| 106-6] 105-4f 109-2| 110-9 90-6] 111-8] 120-0| 128-9] 133-2f 128-8
V. Othe.r foods.............. 24 100-0 103-0 104-9 99-3 100-1 106-4 106-2 1086 110-3 107.8 107-7 117-7 124-1 112.8
V1. qutllcs ................. 14 100-0 96-1 04-8 102-4 106-1 109- 5| 118-9 124-4 1138 110-7 120-6 126-9 123-4 130-1
VII. Hides, leather. boots. . .. 4 100-0( . 97-5 104-1 101-7 99-3 102-6 113.0 117.7 111-4 118-6 1232 120-3 126-8 140-4
VIII. Mectals and lmploments... 14 100-0) 90-8 88-0 89-9 87-9 93-7 103-7| 109-1 95-3 951 96-5) 96-6] 103-7 104:3
IX. Fuel and lighting........ 5 100-0 91-2 98-8 100-3 89-5 98-5 104-9 109-4 101-3 1003 94-8 04.-7 108-7 116-6
X. Building materials.. 20 100-0 100-4 100-4 102-2 102-4 106-9 114.7 120-3 109-7 109-8 114-6 121-3 123-7 122.7
XI. House furnishings......... 9 100-0] 100-4] 101-0| 101-2] 103-6] 102-4] 103-0| 108-3] 107-3] 103-5 104-3 105-5] 110-3| 118.8
XII. Drugs and chemlcals.... 14 100-0 97-9 94-2 97-7 97-9 96-1 96-5 98-9 99-4 97-1 100-1 107-7| 109-1 105-8
XI11I. Miscellaneous............ 10 1000 97.2 105-1 108-3 107-8| .106-6 103-6 110-5 105-0 159-5 163-7 112-5 118-3 111-4
Ao, 145 100-0 99.8] 102.0{ 102.3] 100-9] 104-6] 108.7] 113.8] 100-4f 110-0f 112-8] 116.3] 122.6| .121.0

“WORLD"” INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES, 10001913,
No. of articles, 24. No. of countries represented, 12. Prices1900 =100
No. of '

[Articles] 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1908 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
21 100-0)........}....... ] oo ] el 119-7 123-1 129-4 134-8
1 100:0)........0L....ococleeeena ]t 105-8 106-1 115-0 106-8
1 100:0]. .00 ]evneeenoeeene ] ienann. 1239 124-6 120-7] . 127-4
1 100:0].........ccovee]eneeen e, 90-0 895 90-2 90-2
24 100.00)........0........ oo foenents 118-1] 1211 127-2] 131-6

OILNI XYIAONI 40 ayvod
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WEIGHTED WORLD INDEX NUMBERS, 1900-1014.

1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907
Wholesale........ccccvvenntn 100-4 104-8 104-8 100-6 105-6 110-0 116-2
277 I B S 1073 ]..oivii]oviiiiiien
1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Wholesale.......cc.oevnrnatn 114-1 114-0 116-4 17-7 127-0 124-4
223711 PR I O 120-2 123-3 129-3 131-0

The effect of weighting the commodities, it will be seen, is to increase the buoy-
ancy of both price lines. With regard to the wholesale line: from the fact that the
groups in which the largest nmumbers of countries are represented in the detailed
tables (viz., grains, meats, miscellaneous foods) are those to which the heaviest
weights are attached, it might have been expected that the weighting process would
tend to decrease any buoyancy due to the non-representative character of certain of
the individual averages. This, however, is completely offset by the pronounced rises that
have generally taken place in these groups. The weighting of the retail number
emphasizes the rise to 1912 and the halt that was called in 1913. The experiment
points to the view that the world rise is primarily a rise in foodstuffs. This, however,
will be more fully analyzed further on. )

The general tendency may be summed up as follows: (1) Wholesale—The first
four years of the century saw practically level progress. With 1904, however, there
set in a steady rise to 1907, when a check occurred which extended over 1903 and 1909.
In 1910, 1911 and 1912 a very pronounced upward movement was recorded followed by a
slight decline in 1918. (2) Retail—The movement was apparently more persistently
upward than in the wholesale prices, the numbers being higher throughout and con-
tinuing to mount in 19131 ‘

It is interesting to note the line of Canadian wholesale and retail prices in con-
nection with this “ world ” movement, as in the accompanying tables and diagrams.

1This is substantially the finding of Mr. R. H. Hooker, who sums up (The Course of Prices at Home and
Abroad, 1890-1910, in the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, December, 1911): **The general feature
of the price movement in all European countries has been a large troigh during the decade 1890-99, fol-
lowing & maximum in 1890, with a minimum about 1896; another shorter and much less violent depression
followed the 1900 maximum, while the subsccfuent. culmination in 1907 has been followed by a dip lasting
one year only, and prices have since risen rapidly, 8o that present (September, 1911 )prices are at the highest
level reached since 1883....In America we find a precisely analogous state of affairs during the decade
1890-99, but the 1900-7 trough is entirely swamped by a general rise, and while the 1908 dip appears, the
subsequent upward movement has again been sharper than on this side of the Atlantic."’

82696—21} t .
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COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES, THE WORLD AND CANADA, 1900-1913.
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o 326 1 BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO

WHOLESALE PRICES, 1900-1613,

1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906
World.................. e 100-0 99-8 102-0 102-3 100-9 104-6 108-7
S 100-0 100-5 102-7 103-3 105-3 108-1 110-9

1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

World.......covvviiniiinn... 113-8 109-4 110-0 112-8 116-3. 122-6 121-2
Canada.............oovnennn. 115-6 113-3 116-0 119-0 121-3 129-2 128-7

RETAIL PRICES, 1900-1913.

1911 , 1912

. 1900 1905 1910 1913
World......coooiii il 100-0 107-3 120-2 123-3 129-3 1310
B e e 100-0 ¢ 110-1 129-0 135-3 142-2 140-5
[}

An interesting combination of wholesale price index numbers for various coun-
tries with the object of forming a world index number is that of Mr. G. H. Knibbs,
C.M.G., Commonwealth Statistician of Australia (See * Prices, Prices Indexes and
Cost of Living in Australia” 1912, page 76). The index numbers of the Economist,
Board of Trade, and Sauerbeck for the United Kingdom, of Waxweiler for Belgium,

~ of Schmitz and Hooker for Germany, of Necco for Italy, of various authorities for
France, of the Department of Labour for Canada, of the Bureau of Labour for the
United States, of McIlreith for New Zealand, and of the Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics for Australia, were averaged. In combining them the following
weights representing relative populations were used:

United
Country Kingdom| Belglum | Germany| Italy Franee | Canada | V.S.A.| N.Z. Australis

Weights.... 45 74 85 l 35 L 7 92 1 4

The world’s index number obtained in this way is as follows:

————
= ——

1910 | 1811

1902 1903 ' 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 ’ 1909

100-0 96-2 96-1 98-0 1123

93-3, 100-0 mo-s) 1132 105-9, 107-5 157

It will be seen that this is in substantial agreement with the results indicated
above except that it accentuates the weakness of prices in 1901-5 and in 1908-9.
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ANALYSIS OF WORLD PRICE TENDENCIES.

This general finding as to price variations since 1900 requires analysis from two
main points of view, (1) that of the countries included, and (2) that of the commodities
included. The two of course are not mutually exclusive; much of the significance of
the variations lies in the interplay of the two factors of locality and of commodity, as
when an article rises in one country but falls in another. This, in fact, will be found
to point the way to much that is explanatory of the price situation. In the first
instance, however, it will be well to employ the two methods separately.

SUMMARY OF PRICE VARIATIONS ACCORDING TO COUNTRIES.

The variations of prices in different countries has been the subject of fairly minute
examination in the earlier part of the chapter and it remains only to bring together the
results in summary form.

In the first place, notwithstanding the lack of common basis to the statistics, the
general impression conveyed is tolerably clear. Briefly it is, that although the main
changes in the direction of the price movement since 1900 may be described as
synchronous in the several countries, the lesser changes are not invariably so, and the
extent of the rises and falls at times differs materially.

Looking chiefly to the final results of the various changes, it is possible to classify
the countries examined into three main groups according to the degree of buoyancy
which their prices have shown: (1) In the group in which prices have risen least
(10-20 per cent) and which lie below the average, may be placed the United Xingdom,
France, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Norway and Russia. (2) Germany and Austria
constitute a second group where the rise in prices has been materially greater than
in the first (25-40 per cent). India, Australia and New Zealand exhibit highly indivi-
dualized price movements, but on the whole may be added to this second group. (3) In
the third group, that in whieh the rise has been most pronounced (40-50 per cent),
and considerably higher than the average, fall Japan, Hungary, the United States
and Camada.




e

PER CENT OF WHOLESALE PRICE LEVEL IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF CURRENT CANADIAN LEVEL—ALL 100 IN 1900. §
1900 | 1001 | 1902 | 1003 | 1904 | 1005 | 1906 | 1007 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1013

Canada. ... 100-0 | 100-0 { 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0| 100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0| 100-0

United Kingdom.............0.0000 00 10001 1006 956 o94.2| 9051| 924| 944| o940| o01.7| '89-8] 01| '89.8| 88-3| 914

United States.................... .0 100-0| 98-3{ 1020 1005| 99.2| 96.9| 100-0| 10t-2| 9076 | -99-6 | 100.4| 987 958 936
Australia. .00 100-0 | 106-0 | 110-5| 1050| 901.0] 96.0| 04-5| %90-4| 101-0| 90-9( s9-2| 79.7( e21/.......

New Zealand.. ... ... 00000 1000 100-8 | 104-5] 1039 | o4-0| 958 965 97.8| es1| 958 o1-5(.... .. .|. |
India......... ... 00 1000 | 909t 974 971 912 92.5( 99-8| 106-8| 114-5| 100.7] 97-1| 100:8°| 102:8°| ... 00"
Belgium...... . .00 1000 1021 | 93.4| 02.6| 963| 957| 904.5| 853} sr2| sa7 | .|| . ;
France................ 1000 968 952| 945] 053] 039 04-9| 921 | e3-2| 35| ‘947 | eai |l {
Germany..... ... 1000 9471 91.7| 90.0{ 922| or-9| 953| 96-3| 928| 886| 80| 92.6| 031 92:0 {
Holland ... . 00000 0w 100-0] 1082 | 90.7| s80-8| o7.5| 947 036| 909| s40| 89| 858| so|..... . .[... ... !
Japan.......... oo 1000 94.0| 961 97.8| 100-5| 112-1| 109-3| 103.5| 105-1 | 1004 | 986 | 101-9 | 100-0|. ... .." ]
Russia....... . ..o o 1000 99.9{ 952 93.7| 96-5| 988 101.7| 1007 98-8 | 953 90-8) 82-0......| ... ;

*As no quotations for coal werce available for 1913, coal is excluded throughout the Index Number, being thus purely a Food Index.

OINI XHINONI 40 qyvod
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PER CENT OF RETAIL PRICE LEVEL IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF CURRENT
CANADIAN LEVEL, ALL 100 IN 1900.

1900 1905 1910 1011 1912 1913
Canada.....vcveeiiiiiiii i 100-0 100-0 100-0
United Kingdom.......cvoevneiiinann.. 100-0 91-7 82-9
Tnited States..coeevevenerriieneeiennns 100-0 101-8 103-1
Australig...oovvvveiiiiiniiiiiiiiiene 100-0 91-3 83.2
AUSETIR .+ v vv e vemvraracaesoanananaanens 100-0| * 97:5 101-0
3 117020 0 P 100-0 102-0 101-4
Belgium. . .eveeereviimnininenloininunnns 100-0 97-7 907
Prussifl...ooceesececieeionenecrsnceaenns 100-0 99-4 92-1
BAVATIA. cosveererrerreteaennntnennnes 100 0 98-4 91-6
Baden.....cooemeeeeeaancaneocananonans 100-0 96-5 93-4
Wurtemburg. .. oo vvveeiaineriinaenannen 100-0 99-0 98-5
Holland....coviniiineinnioiininnnannns 100 0 96-2 96-3
NOTWAY...veeecnacaconanens PR 100-0 88-7 82-9
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INDEX NUMBERS OF CHANGES IN THE LEVEL OF FOOD PRICES SINCE THE YEAR 1900 IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH DOMINIONS OVERSEA

(1906—100.)

A

Country.

Nature of Index Number.

1900

1901

1902

1903

1604

1905

1906

1907

1908

1609

1910

1911

1912

United Kingdom.................

Foreign Countries:—
Austria-Hungary:
(8) Austria.............000nnn

(b) Hungary..................

Belgium..........coo0veveinnns

France...... ereeiaeee ey

Retail prices of 23 articles of food in Lon-
don, weighted, according to workmen’s|

Retail prices of 14 articles of food in Vien-
na (unweighted)......ooeviveiinnninnn,
Retail prices of 48 articles of food in 22
principal towns (unweighted)..........

Retail prices of 11 articles of food in 16
principal towns, weighted according to
workmen’s consumption...............

Retail prices of 24 articles of food (includ-
ing wine), fucl and lighting materials in
Paris, weighted according to work-
men’'s consumption ...........c0eneenn.

Retail prices of 13 articles of food in Prus-

sia, Bavaria, Baden and Wurtemburg,

weighted according to workmen's con-

BUMPLION. cevvevnreenrnnecinerionnsenns

Retail prices of 23 articles of food in 6 prin-
cipal towns (unweighted)..............

Contract prices of 13 articles of food sup-
plied to 43 State colleges in various parts
of tire country (unweighted)............

Retail prices of all articles of food (26 spe-
cified) in Christiania, weighted accord-

CONBUIMPLION. oo v e v rrineeneenss .

ing to workmen's consumption........ N

Wholesale prices of 30 articles of food at
representative markets (unweighted).

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

101

101

100

103

100

100

100

104

101

99

102

102

‘96

106

100

107

103

101

103

113

106

102

102

106

331

109

105

103

97

97

104

102

103

108

122

110

114

102

100

12

102

113

118

112

95

118

103

103

116

106

113

122

115

100

116
105

101

108

130

108

118

128

102

116

107

105

109

130

108

120

131

120

100

124

109

112

106

127

109

126

129

122

104

127

115

114

108

116

109

128

137

128

117

128

117

118

i1

121

115

135

132

115

137

123

120
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Retail prices of 15 artioles of food in 39
principal cities, weighted acoording to
workinen’s consumption

Wholesale prices of 20 articles of !ood in19
to 25 towns (unweighted).

Wholesale prices of 78 articles of food (in-|
cluding fodder) at representative mar-
kets, weighted according to national
consumption

Retail prices of 41 articles of food (beside
soap, starch, washing blue, keroscne
and candles) in the 6 capital cities,
weighted according %0 national eon-
sumption..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiaes e

New Zealand Wholesale prices of 17 articles of food at,
representative markets (unweighted).

tData for the year 1900 are not available,
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This, as above stated, is by way of rough interpretation of the preceding figures.
For more precise comparisons betwen the various countries infer se, the discrepancies
in the statistics offer considerable difficulties. The method pursued above of institut-
ing a series of comparisons between Canada and each of the countries in turn shifts
the basis in each case and does not directly allow a general point of view. This,
however, may be obtained by bringing together the figures of variation between the
price rise in Canada and that in the several countries from year to year. In the
accompanying tables, the figures show the per cent which the price level in each
country is of the current level in Canada, both having started even at 100 in 1900.

A recent valuable estimate of the different extent to which prices have risen in
different countries is that of the United Kingdom Board of Trade in its roport on
“ Cost of Living of the Working-classes, 1912”1 The comparison is limited to food
prices, the purposes being in the first instance to portray the rise in the cost of living.
The method followed was to combine the food prices contained in the official index
numbers of the several countries and to present the results side by side. Though the
eriticism of this method is possible that the results are obtained for the different
countries by quite different methods (the result for the United Kingdom, for example,
being based on the retail prices of 23 articles of foods in London weighted according
to workmen’s consumption, whereas that for Canada is based on the wholesale prices
of 78 articles at primary markets weighted by a series of group weights), it is
undoubtedly a valuable index.

The table is given herewith with additions and revisions for which acknowledge-
ments are due to the Board of Trade. The figures are in general accordance with the
-analysis already given. In 1911, the last year for which the table is complete, Canada
stands fourth from the top of the list, at a small interval below the United States,
Japan and Hungary. In 1912, with two of the three high countries unrepresented,
Canada stands first on the list in close proximity to the United States.

COMPARISON OF ACTUAL PRICES.

- P

As an addendum on actual living costs, as between certain countries, the findings
of the United Kingdom Board of Trade, the only authority which has recently investi-
gated the comparative level of the cost of living in different countries on a compre-
hensive scale may be cited from the series of reports already mentioned.? The con-
clusions of the Board of Trade are expressed with caution, and are intended to show
tendencies rather than to give exact ratios; but in general it was found that the level
of the cost of living is much higher in the United States than in the other countries
investigated, namely, the United Kingdom, France, Germany and Belgium. The com-
parison is given as follows, prices in the United Kingdom being represented as 100:—

Average

Number Expenditure

Country. of Retail on Food, Fuel

Towns. Prices. and Housing.
United Kingdom 88 100 100
France......... 30 118 110
Germany.... 33 118 119
Belgium... . ... 15 99 94

United States..............iiiiieiriiiniiiiieiiriicaaannn. 28 138 P

1 See foot-note, p. 228.
2 See foot-note, p. 228,
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Supplementary to the above, an estimate of the same kind made by the Economie
Commission of South Africa in 1913 may be quoted. The following table is based on
a budget which includes sugar, butter, potatoes, bread, flour, meat and milk :—

! RELATIVE COSTS OF FOOD IN SOUTH AFRICA AND ABROADl.

Relative costs|Relative costs
of Food of Food
according to | according to
— the South |Standards of| Mean.
African Living in
Standards of] Countries
Living. mentioned.
Witwatersrand.......coevvienierrieennnserocsnancoes . 100 100 100
South Africa........c.ccvvuvn.. IS N D PN 90
United Kingdom . 66 62 64
France....... it 65 72
Germany 7 61 70
Belgium. ... ..cotii ittt iiiiiiiatiii e, 68 53 61
Umted States of AmMeriCa.....o.vvveeiiacrrornsnsssereecacassen 84 - 82 83
CADAAR . ..t eeeineenneaeasaacsososscacannnssasennsnnnsanasasnss 84 85 85
AUSETAlIA® . . ittt are i e e 67 68 63 .
New Zealand®.......coeiiniiieiiieeirneceassrssassssaannssons 61 62 62

*The figures in these lines are too low.

/

PRICE VARIATIONS ACCORDING TO COMMODITIES.

Turning to the second point of v1ew, that of the analyms by commodities: the table
of wholesale group indices already given (page 322) in conjunction with the large
tables themselves will be found to throw considerable light on where the chief factors
in the rise have operated. It is apparent at a glance in the table on page 322 that
turm products have led the advance. Animals and meats, grains and fodder and dairy
produce stand first in 1912-1913 in the order named, followed by the associated group
of hides and leather. Fish comes next, followed by building materials and textiles
(cotton and jute), with miscellaneous food products on a somewhat lower plane.
-Metals, fuel, house-furnishings, and drugs all show rises of less than 15 per cent, the
first-mentioned showing little rise at all.

Among articles that show extreme rises at wholesale may be mentioned resin,
potatoes, onions, opium, hay, malt, peas, mackerel, hops, wheat, shorts, lard, eggs, hides,
cattle, bran, jute, corn, tin, hogs, beef, straw, cod, oak, coffee. The articles which have
advanced most rapidly at retail are beans, potatoes, pork, lard, veal, bacon, eggs,
mutton, beef, butter. -

Two highly 1mportant generalizations to be added to the above are (1) a compari-
son of the world rise in foods as opiposed to materials, and (2) a comparson of the rise
in raw materials as compared with that in manufactured products. Index numbers
combining all the data in the large tables follow :—

- 1900 { 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

Foods.. ...

100 . .
Materiais | 100. 1 117.0) 117-9

105-2) 104-5

119-3] 123.4} 134.0f 125.8

110-0} 106-
-1 9 108-5) 111-3| 114-7| 117-8

9 -6| 108-5/ 109-9| 115-5
-2 2l 1

03
99-2] 102-0| 108-0] 112-8
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—_— 1900 | 1911 |} 1912 | 1913

Rawmaterials. . ... ....ccvviieiieieiriiineacaeriioontomsoceneansnsaosnsnns 100-01 124-4| 135-5| 130-4
Manufactured products...cooaueeeeeeianereraniiaesereceararasescasrotsearanns 100-0] 113-2] 117-2] 118-3

The above bears out the conclusion already apparent that the rise of the past few
years has been more than half again as great in foods as in materials, and more than
a third again as great in raw products as in manufactured articles. It is clearly in
food production and in the primary processes of production generally that the chief
factors causing the rise have been at work. ‘

It is, however, as already remarked, in the observation of the variations of these
tendencies in different countries that their true significance is apt to be revealed. In
the following table will be found the “ food” and “ materials ” index numbers respec-
tively for nine countries, obtained by averaging in each case all the data contained in
the large tables.!

1 Mr. Hooker’s tables in the article already quoted (see footnote, pp. 229 and 328),areof
interest in connection with this table. The figures, of course, come only to 1910-1911, since when
there has been a pronounced rise in foods, and they cannot be directly compared with the above
owing to the difference in base.

MATERIALS.
—_ Unitgd King-| France. Germany. |United States] Canada.
om.
(Sauerbeck) *
Average 1890-1899............. 100 100 100 100 100
Average 1900-1909. ............ 119 127 123 124 116
Average, 1910 ..., .. T 127 138 132 © 137 123
Average, September, 1911..... 128 143 137 T
FOODS.
United King- .
—_— dom France, Germany |United States] Canada
(Sauverbeck)
Average 1890-18¢9............. 100 100 100 100 100
Average 1900-1909............. 101 96 108 117 112
Average 1910, ................. 108 101 125 134 128
Average ,September, 1811..... « 114 115 142 |oeiiiieii i rrnienannenes
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THE COURSE OF FOODS AND MATERIALS, 1900-1912.

Foops. MATERIALS,
Country.
No. of jIndex No.| No.of |[Index No.
Articles. |1911-1912.] Articles. [1911-1912.
Canada. .. ..ottt et 59 132-7 75 111.2
United Kingdom 22 110-0 25 109-8
Tnited StAtES. .0 vueeeronrrneneenrrnoeeenuennrencesranansensn 45 129-4 68 108-9
Australia.............. 35 109-8 13 97-4
........... 22 105-2 11 95.4
16 127.1 21 112.1
17 121-8 15 107.5
20 114.5 17 112-3
10 139-7 11 115-3

SIGNIFICANCE OF DATA ON COMPARATIVE PRICE MOVEMENTS.
' .
To attempt an interpretation here of the comparative price movements above
described from a casual staqdpoint would be to anticipate much necessary data to be
given hereinafter. It is, however, of interest even thus early to note certain features
that pave the way to explanations. .

1t is, of course, well known that prices are one of a group of economic phenomena,—
including trade, finance, unemployment, the marriage-rate-—that tend to move together,
indicating “ prosperity ” on the one hand, or “depression” on the other according to
the direction taken. There has been a general rise in prices since 1900, but so likewise
has there been, as is well-known, & general buoyancy of trade and industry. The world,
as a whole, has seen “ good times ” during the past decade, and it is-a natural presump-
tion (recalling the discussion on this point in the introduction appdx. I, p. 82, to
associate the price-rise with that fact.

This connection is further established when it is pointia! out that the price-rise has
differed in different countries very much according to what is known to have been the
general economic trend and the general intensity of the conditions just described as
constituting “ good-times.” In countries where that trend has shown only a moderate
degree of change, prices have exhibited corresponding steadiness. Where, however,
there has been great buoyancy in any particular direction, with consequent displace-
ments or readjustments, prices have gone up very rapidly. For example, in Great
Britain, France and Italy, where economic progress since 1900 has been that of normal
prosperity, the line has moved with corresponding slowness. Where, as in Germany,
there has been & more rapid process of industrial expansion, the price line has been
more rapidly upward. Finally where, as in Canada and the United States, this develop-
ment has attained extraordinary proportions, the highest rise in the line is found.

It is, however, in the examination of the price-rise in different commodities, and
particularly as between the two broad groups of foods and materials that confirmation
of the above is found. That foods in general have risen more rapidly than materials is
a symptom of an era of exploitation and expansion. Such an era, though it creates a
very marked demand for materials, and thus tends to raise their price, provides with
almost equal celerity for an increase in their supply. It does 8o, however, at the
expense of diverting effort from food production and foods in consequence show a
diminution in supply at a period when, to a certain extent at least, the “ good-times ”
a}low_of increased consumption. An increase in food production, apart from the diver-
sion just mentioned, is of course, necessarily a slower process than an increase in the
supply of materials. Moreover, the food supply is a local concern to a degree that the
supply of materials is not. A harvester may be shipped around the world and be con-
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tracted for months in advance. Food supplies are much more difficult to handle thus,
~ with the result that when a local source fails a considerablé rise in price is almost
. invariably entailed. The same reasoning applies within limits to the groups of raw
and manufactured articles.
Finally, when we turn from a general statement of this kind to the record of varia-
tions in foods and materials in the different countries set forth in the table on page 334
the most striking fact of all appears. It is precisely in the countries where the general
buoyancy has been greatest that food prices have risen the most. In general, the rise
in materials has been about the same as in the leading countries, averaging, in fact
110.4 for the European countries and 110-5 for Canada and the United States. Foods
on the other hand average 131.0 in America, compared with 110-0 in England, 114:5in
Russia and 121-8 in Germany. The figure 127-1 for France looks like an exception
to the rule, but as this represents import values only, it is not to be pressed In other
words, the hlgh price lines of countries where expansion has been most in evndence
reflects a rise in food prices due to that expansion.
One of the most striking of recent developments in Canada and the United
States is the rapid decline in food exports, leading in some cases to importations. Eng-
. land who for years has drawn her chief foods from abroad has seen little change in the
method of supply.
The conclusion then is that, whatever the ultimate cause whlch set the world pro-
cess in motion, a large part of the task of tracing causes in Canada lies in an analysis
of the expansion through which she has passed since 1900.




WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1960—1913.

Commodity.

1. Grains and Fodders—

Barley—
Canuda...........

United Kingdom |

United ngdom
United States...

Bf-lmum ..........

United Kingdom .
United States... ..
Australia.........
Holland..........

Description. 1900 1801
Western........... 100-01 108-6] 105-4 88-81 110-2] 104-2| 114.8} 138-3| 135-3| 144.2| 120.8] 174.4] 160-1] 128.0
No. 2 Ontarijo. 100-C 1088 116-7 107-8 107-8 108-3 120.3 144-8]  147.7 145-2 131-9/  170-8] 194-8] 135-4
British. .......... 100-0 1010 103-0 913 89-6 97-7 97-0 100-7 103-7 107-7 92:6 109-4 123-1 109-4
Fogeign........... 100-0 934 93.7 90-1 874 93-0 044 110-8 111-6] 109-8 7.7 111.6 120-5 119-2
-|By sample........ 100-6 1222 131-3 114-1 110-1 100-8 106-2 159-1 152-3 140-0 1430 229.0f 211.6 144-2
Malting........... 100-0 07-8 133-31 135-8( 102-20 M7-8{ 136-4] 135-8f 147.7] 17-1] 122-1] 142-1] 177-6
.................. 100-0 81-2| 111-8 111-8 96-4] 131-8f 132-9| 129-4f 177-6/ 123-5 156-5
Certain principal
stations......... 100-G 74-1 73-0 70-1 59-2 73.0 88-5 93-71 125-3 094-8 76-4 75-3 96-0

.................. 100-0, 95-4 96-4 92-8 812 98-2 101-3 108-1 108-2 107-1 .

100-¢ 109-3 1C0-6 100-4 102-0 110-5 114-8 140-0 120.7 125-5 106-5 128-4

100-0 102-2 103-3 04-9] 843 1024 91-9 96-4 100-3 10i-9 88-4 97-5 .

100-C| 102-0 99-0 96-0 98-0| 105-0 107-0| 119-0] 123-0/ 117-0{ 107-0f 126-0{ 134-0l 112-0

100-0 96-0 94-0] 130-0 151-0 139-0 97-0 115-0 130-0f 119-0 1110 130-0 176-0,

100-0 95-9 97-0 89-8 86-6 101-7 105-6 131-5) 128-5 1188 100-7 124.3

100-0 98-5| 104-1] 106-2 98-2| 106-8] 107-9| 123-0| 130-3| 118-2| 113-2| 137-2 158-1] 124.7

100-0 93-91 119-4) 158-8| 113-4] 104-5 123-9f 147.6| 157-7] 167-7] 157-3] 169-2] 181-3] 152.1

100-0| 103-9 1539 128-9 77-6] 105-3 1039 110-5 150-0f 110-5 114-5 121-1 148-7

100-0] 104-6] 114.9 96-6] 105-1] 123-4] 130-0] 154-3| 144-9| 137.5| 126-6| 138.2
................ .. 100-0f 100-8] 129-4] 128-1 98-7) 111-1} 119-3] 137-5| 150-9] 138-6| 132-8] 142-8 184-2] 137-8
No. 3 Yellow.. 100.0f 107.7) 134-21 17.2 11851 116.8] 117-9( 132.0] 165-3] 158-1] 142.5| 135.8] 165.4] 145.7
(Maize)........... 100-0 105-9 115-8 109-5 105-1 115:2 108-1 120-2; 135-0 135-4 122.2 122-0] 136-0 123:1
Cash............. 100-0} 130-3 156-6 120-9 132-3 131-4 121-5 138-5{ 179-6] 175-2 152.4 155-1 179-91 1640
(Maize)........... 100-0 103-3 173-3 116-7 84.2 105-8! 130-0] 126.7 170-0] 157-5 105-8 110-4 1643-3
(Maize)........... 100-0| , 108-4 123-7  109-1 105-4 115-2 106-7 122-2 136-3 134-0f 119-1 123-8
.................. 100-0 112.8 111-3 111-3 107-1 120-3 116-5 1241 128-7 133.8 113-7 126.7
(Maize)........... 100-0 103. 113- 103 105- 112. 116- 127. 136- 135 123 123- 143 122-3
(Maize)........... 100-0) 95-9 97-8 91-8f 103-4 127-2 93-3 1088 125-2 1237, 1071 109-5
PN 100-0 108-4| 128-2| 109-8) 118-01 113-8| 124-9| 147-0] 144-1] 123-2[ 125-8] 154-4f 137.3

107-6
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1918—Cont{nued.

Commodity.

Description. 1900 1901 | 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 {1913
I. Grains and Fodders
—~ (continued)
Flax Seed—
Cm_mda.... .......................... 100.0 999 92-6 645 68-3 738 65-9 75-8 71-5 85-0 126-9] 136-8 105-2 70.8
United Kingdom. (Linseed)......... 100-0] 101-2 98-8 76-4 64-8 73-6 824 84.8 83.2 88-8 121-6] 135-6f 122-4 88.0
United States.....|No. 1............, 100-0 100-1 927 684 - 6| 68-4 73-8 68-0 741 96-5 140-0 147-4 115-0 80-8
India............. Calcutta.......... 100-0] 109-9] 105-6 81-7 648 71-8 80.4 915 96.5| 123-9 140-8| 138:7
Belgium. . ... P PR Cerederrans 100-0 120-7 94:1 78-8 85-3 101-3 88-6 88-5 90-5 113-4
L H L N O 100-0 112-9 116-1 80:7 80:7 90-3 112-9 1000 106-5 135-5 141-9f |
Russia........ (Linseed)..... 100-0f 117-2} 101-3 820 78-8 79-8 893 91-0 84:3] 111-1 132-8] 129-8
Average..]......oiiiiiiiinn 100-0) 108-8| 100-2 76-5 73-0 806 85:2 86:5 80.9| 114-0] 138-4| 136-6| 108-2 75-2
Hay— .
Canada........ ...|Montreal.......... 100-0] 112-6] 100-0{ 110-1 102-4 93.6{ 106-8) 161-21 147-2] 136-8] 143-0} 138-7) 181-1 147.4
United States.....|Timothy No. 1. 1000 110-9 109-0 107-5 101-4 97-3 112-1 146-4 106-7 116-3 149-3 170-0 176-5 138-6
Australia. ........ ] eeeeieiiiiinnnn 100-0] 159-6] 185-0] 195-9] 149-9 120-0] 1317 156-9] 230-1 142.9 145-7| 165-2] 200-1
Japan........ P I Ceaeeenennns 100-0 121 117 123- 148- 137 135- 140- 148 142 152 154- 164
Average..|......o0ennts . 100-0| 126-0] 127-8] 134-1 117-9] 114-2[ 121-4[ 1511 168-0( 134:5| 147-5{ 1566-5{ 177-9| 142.3
Oats— !
Canada........... No. 2 White
Western. . 100-0f 117.5 1067 91-5{ 105-5) 105-7 98-7| 116-7} 114.9] 117-41 101-5/ 106-3f 118-8 08-4
Canada........... No. 2 White
Ontario....... 100-0] 124.2 150-9| 117-7| 121-3] 141-9] 134-3] 163-2{ 167-1 169-91 134-1 145.5] 173-8] 139-4
United Kingdom . {British............ 100-0 104.7 114-7 97-6 92-9 98-6| 104-3 1071 101-4 107-6 98-6] 107-1 122.3] 108-56
United Kingdom.|Foreigh........... 100 0| 108-4 1221 100-6] 101-5| 105-8 113-8] 123-8) 111-9| 117-1 105-8] 113-2| 133-0 120-0
United States.....|Cash. .a....o0v0tn 100-0 140-0] 174.3 155-8 160-7] 131-6 144.5] 198-1 224-31 211.7( 169-8; 169-5 192-8f 165-4
Australia.........]......... 100-0] 100-9§ 140-3 118-5 81-5 95-4) 119-5 118-5] 129-8 98-1 106-51 105-5f 142.6
New Zealand. 100-0] 111-9 1563-6] 125-0 95-2 108-3 121-4] 161-9] 1524 94-0 1165
France........ 100-0 107-5 110-5 89-2 841 907 99-1 96-7 101.5 101-2 91-2 95-2
Belgium..........[]..... 100-0, 101-5 109-6 90-2 93-0 108-0] * 108-9 113-9 108-2 131-9
Holland..........}....... 100-0 107-6 108-9 95-5 99-5 107-6 113-1 117-3 105-5 113-0 109-3 117-0
Germany.........|.cco.oiveiienian 100-0] 105 113- 97-0) 96- 106- 119- 130- 119- 124- 111 125- 140. 118-
USSiR. ........ ...|Southern markets 100-0 115-4 127-5 100-1 100-3 113-3 118-4 143-0 124-3 128- 109-0 122.
Average. .l......coiveiiannns 100-0f 111.7} 128-§f 107-5[ 102-1 10§~7 117-0{ 133-5! 131-3] 125-8 114.7} 121-2] 14371 120-4
Peas—
Canada........... No. 2 Ontario. ... 100-0 114-9 131-7 111.0 107-8 117- 5! 132-0 136-2 147.2 148- 5 133-9 1457 189-8 1690-9
Australia. ........loooiiiiiiiiia 100-0| 105-3 127-8 128 1 81-0 106-6 112-0 103 -1 119-6 1376 147-7 119-6 123-4
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) Belgium..........
Russia............

United Kingdom|.

United ngdom .

United States..
Australia.........
New Zealand..

100-0!

1147

125-0

.................. 100-0 102-6 113-0 113-2 113-2 115-8 124-1 131.2 121.0 1361
(Libau) 100-0 107-2 117-8 108-4 98-7 102-6 116-2 118-2 124.7 122.7 100.9 136-3
107-8} 122-6] 115-2| 100-2 110-6 1211 1222 1281 136.2| 1i26-9) 137.4] 360-5 143.6
99-3  107-5| 1027 120-5| 134-6| 134.9] 141.7] 161.5| 143.7 134-91  148.5| 172-8
103-0f 104-9 90-6| 136-8| 137-4| 118-0| 148-5| 151.2] 151.2| 150-2{ 147-2] 154.2
95-5 94-9 04-5 p6-3( 102-6{ 104-2| 1165 191t 1s.7|........0... . ...,
94-3 09-4 97-3 97-3| 105-5| 107.6( 129.2) 128.1f 117.5] 102.7] ar-7| il
98-8 98-6 93-6 92.9{ 101-6( 100-0f 103.2] 103-0{ 101-0 05-8] 102-1........]....
99-0[ 100-0 94-0 93-0( 101-0¢ 110-0] 131-0f 127-0| 119.0] 104-0 116-0] 129-0
97-9| 102-5 98-11 100-8] 115-7| 114-4] 148.7] 156.7] 141.9] 112-4] 123-3|........
98-3I 1011 97-1| 105-4] 114.9| 112-70 131.3} 135.2[ 127-1] 116-7] 124.8] 138.3
98-2] 123-68] 113-6| 123-3] 114-7] 12270 143.8] 149-6 159-31 149-0 159-0| 173.9| 145.4
95-3] 143-0| 132-6 70-9] 1047 95-3] 101-2] 138-4| 115-1) © 101-2] 107-0f 141-9........
133-3] -+123-1 97-1] 109-7} 109-0( 122.5| 144.0f 137-2| 125-1] 133.0f 157-9| 132.0
100-0} 108-9| 106-1] 103-8] 121-4f 121-6| 120.8] 158.6] 168-0 187.1 147-1] 132.3] 204.-11 175-1
100-0] 102-8f 151-5| 163-2 88-0 97-1 104-98) 119-1] 175.6] 128.2} 107-5| 102-3] 114-6)........
100-0 171-2| 144-0[ 106-2] 122-9] 144.8] 128-6| 136.9] 119.4 1330 ...l e e
100-0 93-0 §9-00 107-0] 107-0| 104-0| 104-0( 104-0{ 107-0| 104.0] 111-0f 114-0| 125.0... .00
................... 100-0{ 119-0] 122-7} 120-0] 100-8] 118.9| 114-5| 120.7 142.0| 130-6| 123-7| 118-6] 148-6| 126-6
No. 1 Northern... 100-0| 100-8 97-7 105-6] 122-9| 121-2| 102-0 118-1] 130-5] 145.6| 134-2] 1282 130.7] 118.2
No, 2 White Ont. . 100-0f  100-5/ 110-8] 111-7{ 143-7] 140-3] 115-6| 127.2] 137-2] 1e4-2| 148.9| 128.0 144.8 138-8
British........., 106-0 99-4|  104-3 99-4f 105-3] 110-2| 105-0f 113-6] 118.9 137.2| 117-8 117-6] 129.1| 117.7
Foreign.......... 100-0 07-4 98-4 99-91 103-1] 106-3] 103-4) 113-1f 123.5 136-0| 123-4| 116-8] 124.7] 121.8
Cash........... 100-01  102-1] 105-3| 112-2] 147-6] 143.5| 112.7] 120.0| 140-7] 170-4| 155-8| 140.0 149.11 1354
.......... 100-0 99-3 153-7| 185-9| 113-8| 121-6| 115-7] 134-3] 149.3 164.2] 138-1| 1261 146-3)........
................... 100-0)  101-4] 147-1 1742 131-4) 131-4] 134-2] 157.1) 192.9] 171.4 152.9....... ). . . ). ...
.................. 100-0 05-5 85-6 78-4 77-5 82-0p 106-3( " 100-0] 148-6] 134-2( 109-9 92-8 95-5]........
.................. 100-01  100-3[ 100-7( 100-1| 106-8] 108-4| 104-5| 115-1| 120.4| 136-3l...... .| .0 L
.................. 100-0f 101-7[ 101-4] 102-4f 113-4] 118-6] 111-2} 124-0f 125-4| 143-2| '123-0] i25'5|..... ...
.................. 100-0f  100-0, 97-1 95-1f 97-4 105-7 99-11 110.6] 120-0] " 129-3f 130-0] 126:0........{........
.................. 100-0f  107-0f 107-0[ 102-0{ 111-0( 11-0f 114-0| 132.0{ 134-0] 148.0] 132-0{ 130-0{ 1380 127.0
.................. 100-0 80-0 91.0f 120-00 121-0] 130-0| 112-0f 127.0| 124.0| 131-0| 136.0| 130-0 145.0........
Southern markets 100-0 08-4 96-2 97-3| 104-5 112-1| 113-2| 133-7) 148-1] 140-7| 124-4| 128.6|........|........
Ceeerae iy 99-6/ 107-5 113-61  116-9% 311-3 138-61 146-7] 133-11 126-4] 137-.0! 128.9
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913-—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1901 1902 1903 1004 1005 19806 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
II. Animals and Meats.
acon—
Canada........... English boneless
breakfast bacon,

. . pork and ham..| 100-0{ 119-2( 120-3) 118-2] 106-7| 117-6| 133.9f 123.4] 120-3| 127-7¢ 157-2f 131.0| 138-6{ 160-7
l{m_u'd Kingdom. {.................. 100-0 112.8 126-4 126-5 112-8 11-3 126 6| 132-5 122.0 143-0 166-1 1423 150-5 171-9
United 'Stuws... ..|Short clear sides 100-0 118-5| .142-7 127-6 103-1 106-4 125-3 126-8 119-9 156-0 177-1 126-2 147-2 169-4
A.ustruha ........................... 100-0 109-4 133-9 137-7 115-0 981 103-7 116-9 132-0 128-3 118-8 101-8 145.2}........
New Zealand.... . |...........oooLL L 100-0| 110-0| 124-4} 152-2f 123-3; 123.3] 130-0{ 130-0| 158-9; 150-0f 136:-7}........[........|........

Average. .[.................. 100-0| 114-0} 129-5] 132-4| 112-2| 111-3| 123-9] 125-0f 130-6{ 141-0| 151-2{ 123-2| 145-0| 166-9
Beel—
Canada........... Dressed hind-
quarters........ 100-0| 104-3} 115-9] 105-7| 107-1] 108-1] 110-0] 118-2} 129-6| 152-2; 185-6| 179-3] 209-8| 208-2
United Kingdom .|..... e 100-0 94-8 1017 98-8 948 948 048 96-6 98-3 101-7 105-2 101-7 113-8 110-3
United States.... . |Fresh native sides 100-0 97-9 120-7 97-5 101-7 99-8/- 987-0 110-0 116-1 118-0 1280 122-2 150-8 155-7
Australia. . .......|........oooielt 100-0f 138-4 143-1 130-8 107-2 96-8 137-9 120-9 1302 105-9 910 86-6, 116-0|........
New Zealand.... | ................. 100-0 115-2 124.8 140-9 117-1 107-8 112-4 117-1 119-0 104-8 ) 7211 PR RV P
Belgium.......... (Meat of oxen). ... 100-0] 101-5) 106-4] _115-5( 113-4] 107-1| 116-4] 119-0| 1158 110:5........0.....c.fovvni]annt,
Holland.......... (Oxen dead-
weights) 100-0) 102-4] 109-1] 111.3] 107-4] 105-93 109-1] 112.6] 109-6] 113-5| 118:8] 127-0)........]........
Japan............. ]l cveeiin e 100-0 107-0 106-0 115-0 120-0 154-0 156-0 161-0 168-0 147-0 135-0 132:0 136:0f........
Russia.........c. Joeevrenons 100-0 100-8 104-3 1051 103-9) 112-3 111-0 127-1 138-8 136-4 1331 130-2f........0......tn
Average..}..........ooiuenn. 100-0) 106-9] 114-71 113-2| 108-1} 109-4] 116-1| 120-3{ 125-0| 121-1f 125-8 123-4| 150-1] 149-8
Cattle—
Canada........... Av. western prime! ‘
and choice steers .
- '} ‘Toronto.. 100-0| 108-1] 118-1] 105-8] 105-4] 104-5| 107-8f 119-8] 116-4| 126-1| 143-4| 142-1} 162-8] 176-7
United States.....|Av. steers ‘choice
to extra & steers :
good to choice. . 100-0| 104-8| 125-8 951 09-6 99-9| 102-7| 110-4/ 114-5 123-3| 132-3{ 125-0|] 158-8 156-2
France.........c. b iviiniiiennnn. 100-0 103-4 103 -4 117-2 115-5 117-2 112-1 115-5 120-7 120.7 137-9 137-9].......{........
Germany......... (Oxen)............ 100-0 98-0 1020 109-0 111-0 115-0 124-0 123-0 116-0 111-0 122-0 129-0 139-0 145-0
Russia............ (Horned cattle...) 100-0 102-1 103-9 102-2 105-6 112-6 109-1 135-2 137.7 141-5 138.0 134-2........1L.......
................... 100-0 102-9 110-0 105-9/ 107-4 109-8 1111 120-8 121-1 124-5 1347, 133- 6] 155- 6, 161-4
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Hams—
Canada

United States...,.

Australia

United Kingdom.
United States
A‘ustralia

Belgium

Average..

United States
Australia

Belgium....

Average. .

(Pigs)
(Live pigs)........

Canada heavy
short-cut mess. .
Salt mess

*Average of ewes and tallows.
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 WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1800-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1908 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
I1. Animals and Meats
—(continued ).
eep—
Canada........... Export ewes....... 100-0 91:6 98-5 91-5 94-7) 1070 127-1 120-3] 115-9| 110-3| 130-3] 114-2| 134-4] 151.7
United States..... Wethers, good to
100-0 81-3 91-7 90-0| 100-5| 122.6/ 120-1|  118-8] 102-4] 112-3[ 114.7 88:5| 101-9] 110-6
100-0 102-9 1101 120-3 115-9 111:-6 108-7 115-9 118-8 115-9 137-7 B7-7...... e
100-0 101-0 108-0 119-0 114-0 124-0 135-0 133-0 126-0 127-0 132-0 135-0 148.0 163-0
100-0] 100-9 103-3 110-2 107-6] 1112 118-3 127-3 127-0f 130-8] 129.6] 113-6f........]........
100-07 95.-5| 102.3 108-6] 106-5f 115-3| 121-8 124-9] 118-0] 119-3 128-9] 117-8] 134-4; 148-5
100-0 89.7 95-8 98-7 92.8 1021 108.7 1131 102-3 112-8 125.2 1219 126-2 143-0
100-0 105-0 95-0 95-0 115-0 85-0 85:0 85-0 95-0 80-0 80-0 80-0 95-0)........
100-0 103-8 108-4 114-6 111-5 110-8 120-4 119-2 120-4 nz-1f........ 150-0f........]........
100-0 107-1 114-3 128-6 113-6 117-9 127-1 117-1 117-1 118-6| 130:0 100:0f........0.ccuneut
100-0, 101-4 103-3 1087 108-2 104-0f 109-8; 108-6; 108-7 1071 11.7¢ 117-3 116-5| 132.0
II1. Dairy Produce—
Butter—
Canada. .......... Creamery, finest,
Montreal........ 100-0] 100-9f 101-3 98-9 93-9 108-6] 110-6] 119-3 1310 114.9| 120.8] 121-8| 142-5/ 133-5
Canada.....:..... Dairy, Toronto 100-0 914 92-6 93-0 81-5] 103-7] 109-1 123-0] 131-7] 1243 120-9; 114-3| 145-5| 1300
United Kingdom..|.................. 100-0 101-1 100-9] 1009 97-9 100-2 103-9 104-3| 112-3 107-9 108-7) 111-3| 112-3 108-8
United States.....{Creamery, New
‘ York and Elgin
markets........ 100-0 96.7 110-6f 105-1 987 111-2] 111.9 126-3 122-1 131-4f 135-3 120-0] 138-0] 142-4
United States.....|Dairy, New York :
State........... 100-0 94-9] 109-5| 101-8 93-1 110-6} 110-0{f 126-3| 115-8| 127.4| 137-4 121.6] 141.98} 143.7
Australia. ..... P 100- 0| 129-3 153-3 122-6 102-6| 124-0 122-6 124-2 1480 136-0 121-3] 122-6 144-0}........
New Zealand.....]...c..ocvviviiinnn 100-0| 116-8 1231 114.7 107-4 122-1 127-4 116-8 145-3 167-3 165-3}........]- [ P
Belgium...... 100-0 09-3 97-8 993 g9-0l 101-1 105-1 1037 1047 108-61........01........|. [ Ve
Holland 100-0 102-0 981 101-5 100-5 106-1 100-4 108-1 111-1 111-1 115.2 123-8)........0.. .0 e
France 100-0 103-3 100-0 93-3 95-0 967 103-3 100-0 100-0 98-3 101-8 108-7)........0......
Germany 100-0| 105-0f 101-0| 105-0 107.0| 112-0| 115-0f 114-0f 119-0/ 120-0] 123-0| 120-0| 134-0{f 127.0
Russia............ ..oociiiivennnne, 100-0 92-6 92-7 90-6 91-3 940 97.7 1038 1116 108-7| 105-9 107-6f........0........
Average..|.........ccivinnnn 100~0l 104-1l 107-4 102-7l 08-4 107-3 110-5 112-0, 120-1 120-3 122-0 123.3 138-1 132-4
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Cheese—
124-2
126-9

145-9
-3

United Kingdom......
United States.........[New York State
full cream

31 8RS BN
DI =ODOL D

b

S

Storage. Toronto..
United ngdom ven
United States.....]( .
Australia

Average..

Milk—
United Kingdom. " . 106-4
United States.....|.. : 95-5

100-0] -~ 98-0|

100-0] 100-0

Fish—
Canada 100-0| 106-4
United Kingdom.. 100-0 83-4

Average.. 100-0 94-9
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Dry f.0.b. 100-0] 100-0
United States.....|Dry, bank, large..|] 100-0] 113.0

Average. . 100-0] 108-5

Herring—
United States. ....|. Nova Scotia

100-0; 100-0

split............ 100-0 98-0| -
100-0| 103-3
100-0 81-0
100-0 89-0

100-0l0 94-3




.

WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1800 1801 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 | 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 .
IV. Fish—(continud).
Mackerel—
Canada........... Salted............ 100-0| 175-0 175-0| 175.0| 175-0| 150-1} 150-1] 175-0( 125-0{f 199.9| 216.7| 216-7] 225.0! 101.8
United States.....|Salted large No ) .
B T 100-0 77-9 99-0] 125-6] 104-4| 100-2| 106-5 100.2 81.7 73-3] 105-0f 115-2 95-1 80-7
Average..|........... cevese.| 100-0f 126-5{ 137-0| 150-3| 130-7| 125-2| 128-3| 137-6| 103-4| 136-6| 160-9] 166-0| 160-1 - 136-3
Salmon (canned )— '

Canada...........JB.C............... 100-0 92-0 90-0 93-0| 115-0 100.0f 115-0f 120-1| 128.0| 120-1] 125.0{ 141-6] 170-3| 165-0
United States... llb tails......... 100-0 96-8 1.2 91:5 97-4 96-3 95-1] - 94-2 1086 96-0 98:5 119-0 123-3 125-8
Australia.........L...... ... oL, 100-0 81-2 678 66-7 72-4 70-6 67-1 83.7 737 718 77-4 92-9 99-1]........
New Zealand..... Salmon........... 100-0 120-4 102-1 105-4 120-4 123-6 107-6 108 - 6| 108-6 1161 116-1|........ TR P

Average..|........ Creveranas 100-0 97-6 87-8 89-21 101-3 97-6 96-2 96-7] 104-7) 101-0) 104.3| 123-2| 135-8] 135-0
V. Other Foods. ‘
Apples (evaporated)
Canada...........|............co0il 100-0 96-2| 136-5 962 94.-6] 106-9| 165-7; 151-1] 121-6] 121.1| 125-6 76-1 152-8] 115-8
Qnited States..... Choice.......... 100-0 115.3 149-9 99-3 981 113-6 159-1 137-0 140-4 125-1 136-0 195-6 134-4 118-8
Average..[........ PN 100-0] 105-8] 143-2 97-8 96-4| 110-3; 162-4] 144-1] 131-0{ 123.1] 130-8) 135.9| 143-6] 116-3
Cur;antp—
Canada........... Patras............ 1000}  121.% 78-9 75-1 737 73-7 80-5| 1007 97-4 97-4 0940 97-4 96-9 90-8
United States. Inlba............. 100-0| 115-4 68-6 66-1 67-8 68-1 85-1 97-6 84-6 83-7 90-4f 105-2( 104-3 95:0
Australia. .. ...... | coiiiiiiiiae.. 100-0| 102-9 65-3 596 59-6 50-6 67-3 80-7 86-5 86-5 88-4 90-3 88-4]........
New Zealand.....|........ Ceerreaens 100-0 106-9] .-96-6 61-7 60-9 56-5 73-0 82-6 53-9 548 62-6l................feuiu .
Average..|........ Cereeee ...| 1000 111.7 77-4 65-6 65:5 64-5 76-5 90-4 80-6 80- 6 83-9 90-1 89-0 82.2
Prunes—
Canada...”....... Bosnia............ 100-0| 100-3 97-0 88-6) 86-4 750 95-5 95-5 98-8 112.5 95-5] 122-7| 105-4| 102-3
United States.....{California.
in boxes.........] 100-0 100-6| 105.7 92-2 88.4 88-0] 123-9¢ 113.7 114.7] 101-8] 119-9| 223.0f 142-4| 125-8
Average..|....... veeesanns 100-0( 100-5| 101-4 90-4 87-4 81-5¢ 109-7{ 104-6] 105-1] 107.-2| 107-7| 172-9{ 123-9/ 114-1
Raising—
Canada........... Sultanas.......... 100-0 88- 5! 86-5 83-7 65-5 61-6 61-3] 109-3 87-7 62-8 53-2 87-8 96.7 861
United States.... . |California.........
London layer.. . 100-0 94-9 110-9 95-1 96-9 78-1 105-2 107-0] 119-1 83-5 80-3 92-9 93-4 88-9
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L nited States...
Average. .

Potat,ooo—

United Kingdom
United States.....
Australia.........
Belgium..........

l, nited ngdom
United States..
United States... . .
Australin. . .......
New Zealand. ...

Russia............

Average. .

Hand-picked......
[(Medium).........

Canadian Red....
J(Fresh)...........

Average Montreal
and Toronto. ...

Straight rollers. ..
Manitoba, 1st pat
‘Town-made, white
. |(Spring patents)...
Winter straights..

(tht)

*No quotations.

-
90-0 83-3 90-0 88-3 90-0]........
55-9|  49-0]  66-7..... . |........l.ool
88-2| 89-7| 72-8] 91.7] ©5.8) 88.0
100-0) 103-5| 97-4| 115-9] 94.5| 1037 1059 1003 18.8] 131.2[ 126.4] 125.4] 170-4| 148.0
100-0] 104-5| 91-6/ 107-9] 95-8] 102-6| 00-6] 84-0| 110-6| 116-8 114-4| 109-1| 133.3] 1045
100-0] 102.6] 112-1| 111-8| 107-8] 1i2-6| 1190 n7.3| n4sl mes|. |
100-0f 108-1 93-3] '90-8] 9.3 1056 107-1] 105.1] 107.4] 115.0) 102.3) 116.0)........}........
100-0{ 104-7] 98-6| 106-6] 96-9] 106-1] 105-7] 101-9| 112-8 120.7] 113.9| 117.0| 100-6[ 83.2
100-0l 1531 156-8] 115-7| 210-8] 362-2] 140.0f 947 * * 130-6] 217-4| 279-7] 1885
100-0] 144-3] 150-1) 147-0] 146.5| 133.5] 135-6] 144.2] 145.7)  127-3] 122.1) 127.9] 150-3] 924
100-0f 148-7| 153-5] 131-4] 1787 247.9| 137.8] 110.6( 145.7] 127.3] 130-7] 172.7] 215.0 140-4
100-0] 119-9) 192.7] 252-8| 148-5] 187.7] 194.0] 228.5] 224-5] 2020 193-1] 294.4| 3482 2023
100-0| 109-3] 94-8| 108-3| 124-7] 104-1| 101-0f 105-2] 113-4| 897 89-2| 100-3] 111-3| 117-5
100-0| 1509 150-4| 140-4| 195-3| 107-7] 146.4] 131-4| 190-4| 183-4] 114-4{ 206.1] .244.3[ 158.7
100-0] 181-2| 198-6| 108-8] 8i-1| 250.4| 240-2| 99.5| 172.8] 148.8[ 103.3] 158.3] 360.6........
100-0f 111-4] 113-1] 155-0| 132-1| 140-6| 143-5| 133.0] 134.6] 132.5[.. .. ). ||
100-0{ 100-7] 1007 115-3{ 135-8] 119-0] 102-2| 118-2{ 110.0| 126-3] ‘1a7-4| 1727 |l
100-0] 142.9| 128-6| 142.9| 128-6] 142.9| 157-2 142.8{ 170-1| 170-1f 185-8[ 214-4f..... . f.......
100-0) 840 79-0f 99-0 120.0{ 122.0{ 81-0| 118-0) 117-0] 112-0| 95-0 142-0{ 180-0 1080
100-0{ 125-0] 133-4| 140-2] 134-4] 1479 145.7| 134-6| 154-2] 145-6| 145-2( 180-1| 256.8| 1903
100-0{ 7.5 100-5| 103-0f 137-2] 133-2| 100.0| 123.6| 130-2] 154.3| 146-4
100-0 100-8| 98-2| 103-4) 123-2] 124-8] 107.5 124.2) 145.9| 1390 139.0
100-0{ 96-3| . 94-5| '9s-2[ 103-7| 103.7] 96-3] 105-4| 1148 125.9] 1127
1000, 99-2] 901 112-7] 140-0| 141-2| 111-3] 127.0f 141-1] 149.9] 143-1
10000 08-7| 1041 107-2| 144-1| 135-8| 107-9{ 119-1f 128-1] 162-8| 140-1
100-0| 97.9| 147-0] 185.8] 121.0[ 119.0| 114-3] 135.2[ 143.5| 165.8] 1447
1000 886 130-3] 144.3| 117-8| 121-8| 113.9] 124.0| 1456 141.8 126-6
100-0] 100.0] 100-8] 10t-6] 104-6| 1143 113-5| 122.90 122.7| 123.2| 119:1
100-0{ 107.0f 107-0] 103.06} 1090 109-0] 113.0{ 130-0] 134-0f 147.0] 1310
100-0{ 101-4] 91-3|. 887 90-5| 95-3] 109-1f 124-4. 131-4] 124-6| 112-1
100-0| 8.8 106-6] 116-8l 116-0f 116-3] 109-21 12361 13311 1414l 1288
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1918—Continued.

Commodity.

Description. 1800 1001 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1608 1909 1010 1911 1912 1013
V. Other Foods—(con.) -
Bread—
Canada........... Toronto........... 100-0{ 100-11 .100-0] 100-0f 103-1] 101-0 91-6| 108-3] 118-9! 125-0| 119.9[ 101-9] 100-0! 1171
United States.....|(Washington and
. New York). 100-0| 100-0| 100-0| 100-0] 105-7[ 108-7| 108-7f 108-7| 112.5| 115-5| 116-0| 118-9] 120.7] 122.4
Average. .|.........cco.vun.. 100-0] 100-5| 100-0f 100-0| 104-4 104:8| 100-1| . 108.5| 116-2] 120-2 118-4] 109-4 110-3} 119-7
Biscuits (soda)— -
Canada............................. 100-0) 106-7 115-7 117-37  117-3| 117-3 117-3; 117.3 117.3 129.2] 137.3 133-4] 128-1 1281
United States.... . |(Crackers, soda) 100-0 103:7 103-7 95-7 97-4 101.2 98- 3| 96-3 96:3 96-9 103-7 96-3 96-3 96-3
Average..|.................. 100-0f 105-2 109-7 106-5| 107-4| 109.3 108-8} 106-8 106-8; 113-1 120-5f 114-9| 112-2 112.2
Oatmeal—
Canada........... Standard......... 100-0} 111-1 143-6) 119-0] 138-9} 144-1 136-21 163-2{ 178-2| 161-3} 130-3| 146-3] 152.7{ 139-8
Australia. . ...... J...cciiiiinininnn. 100-0 939 127-5 109-3 70-3 79-2 97.7 1056-3 125-0 95-1 98-8 101-6 135-0)........
New Zealand.... |............coe0s 100~0L102 -9 136-6 111-9 90-1 104-9] 124-7 161-5] 136-6| 104-9! 113.9|........0........|........
Average..}..............outn 100-0) 102-6f 135-9 113-4 99-5] 109-4 119-5] 140-0f 146-8| _120-4| 117.2| 122.1 144-9| 132-4
Rice—
Cunada........... Patna............. 100-0] 100-0{ 100-0| 108-4 107-8] 107-8 1078 108-3] 114-9f 115-5
India............. (Patna)........... 100-0; 100-0 100-0 106-4 107-8 107-8- 107-8 108 3| 114-9] 1155
United Kingdom..{.................. 100-0 95-8 83-7 97-0 87:2 90-3 92-3 106-8 991 96-2
United States.... Domestlc, choice. 100-0 100- 0 101-9 103-3 80-4 76-1| - 865 97-5 113-8 112.9
Australia.........{......coiiiine 100-0| 106-8 111.7 111-4 108-7) 107-3] 109-0] 120-1 122-3] 119-3
New Zealand.....|........cccvevens. 100-0 747 73-7 81-1 76-8 737 78-8 77-8 77-8 737
France............ Whole............ 100-01 100-0| 100-0 01-3 97-4 102-2] 104-3| 108-7 126-1 122.6
Germany.........foveeecenceacannnes 100-0 100-0 91-0 100-0 97-0 96-0 990 111-0 1090 103-0
BPAN.. .covevneieineiiiiiiiiiiinen 100-0 101-0 107-0 121-0 114-0 112-0 1280 142.0 135-0 111.0
us8is...... U I [N 100- OI 997 98-8 102-8] 103-3 105-3] 108-4 119-7} 122-8] 108-7
Average..|.......... ... 100-0[ 97-8 96-8( 102-1 980 97-9] 102-2}] 110-0) 113-5| 107-6
Cocoa—
Canada........... Chocolate,
Diamond....... 100-0 100-0 108-0 113-6 113.6 113-6| 113-6 113-2 111.7 113-6 109-1 109-1 109-1 109-1
United Kingdom..}.................. 1000 94-5 92-0 87-9 88-0 82-0 81-5 116-3 102-5 78-2 77-4 78-8 81:8 91.9
Australia......... ... ..o ool 100-0 100-0 85-5 95. b 92-9 84-9 84 -9 87-6 85- 8 95-5 95-5 95-8 05-5l........
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United Kingdom..
United States.....
Australia. ... ....
New Zealand.. ...
France............

United Kingdom.
United States. ...
Australia

United States.....
Average. .

Honey—
Canada...........
Australia.........
Average. .

Molasses—

Average. .

New Orleans......
New Orleans......

oo
| o
olao

94
100-0]  105-2 84-9 86-0 89-1 104-2 90-8 86-9 90-4 86-9| 117-4] 183.3 219-1f 189.7
100-0| 103-6| 84-5 81-8 94-0 82.7 78-8 69-0 83-0 755 73-4 04-3; 111-6] 103-0
100-0 78-6 71-2 68-1 95-2] 101.3 087 80-0 76-3 05-2| 115-5] 163-11 177.8] 135.5
100-0] 106-3] 145-7) 123-8] 120-2f 126-0f 114-8 114-8] 114-8{ 114-8] 114-8] 114-8] 123-4........
100-0] 100-0f 100-0] 100-0] 100-0] 100-0 100-0f 100-0 87-0f 115-01 1150
100-0 96-4 92-0 80-2 91-1 92-9 92-9 911 90-6 92-9f 100-9] 116-1
1000 89- 87- 81- 05- 98- 98- 04- 05- 08- 117- 154- 170- 147.
100-0 68-0 66-6 62-7 64-9 70-2 58-8 54-8 54-5 54-9 56-0 68-4 .
100-0 93-4 91-4 86-7 93-7 96-9 91-6 86-3 86-5 91-7| 101-37 129-5| 146-2| 124-9
100-0} 111-8) 112-5| 117-7) 117-7] 109-2[ 105-9| 112-5/ 126-4| 134-7| 133-1] 131-5 132-3| 130-0
100-0 89-8 84-3 90-3 84-8 84-8 86-7 95.2 93-2 95- 6| 96-4| 105-4] 102-1f 108-1
100-0 95-7} 101-2 77-1 02-6 89-8 78-9 77:2 71-6 78-2 80-5 81-3 82-3 83-4
100-0 97-8 66-3|. 67-3 63-0 63-0 64-1 70-6 69-5 7.7 71.7 78-2| 750
100-0f 100-0{ 100-0f 100-0[ 100-0f 100-0] 100- 100-0| 100-0 112-0; 112-0
100-( 667 85-4| 108-3] 112-51 = 95-8 056-8 129-2| 141.7| 118-6f 133-3| 145-8] 145-8
100-0 91- 90- 95- 98- 88- 95- 102- 96- 95- 102- 111- 111- 114-
100-0]  106- 118- 123- 126- 133. 130- 122- 131. 136 131- 136- 138-
100-0| 107-2 80-6 86-7 93-8 96-3| 127 110- 100- 95-3 92-5 92-5
100-0 96-2 94-3 96-2 08-7 95-4| - 98-2 102-1] 103-3] 104-1{ 105-8 111-1] 110-4| 112.2
100-0| 114-3] 123-0f 105-0| 115-2| 106-4f 125-3] - 134-0f 144.1] 138-1} 131.2| 118-3} 135-6f 133-4
100-0| 110-6| 146-4| 123-6| 120-4] 119-3] 136-2] 152.0f 177-5| 166-3| 130-5| 124-9} 1565-5{ 143.7
100-6| 112-5f 134-7} 114.3]| 117-8] -112.9] 130-8| 143-0f 160-8| 152-2| 130-9| 121-6; 145-6{ 138-6
100-0| 110-1| 104-2 90-5 83-9 85-3] 121-0] 130-5 133-8] 141-6] 124.2] 126-7{ 136-2] 129-1-
100-0, 83-8 93-5 83-8 83-8 74-1 77-4)  70-9 80-6 77-4 83-8 77-4 87-0
100-0 97-0 08-0 87-2 79-2| . 94.2| 100-7) 107-2| 109-5 104-0/ 102-1| 111-6) 105-8
100-0| 123-3] 109-2 10t-7] 104-6/ 117-0| 125-7] 125-7] 124-4| 125-4| 111.5 116-1] 111-5| 108-3
100-0 79-3] 100-0 743 71-2 67-7 71-3 85-6 74-4 73-3 77-6 85-1 91-2 923
100.0) 101.3] 104-6 88-0 879 92-4 98-51 105-7 99-4 09-4 94.6! - 100-6/ 101-4] 101.3
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 19000 1901 1902 1903 1004 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
V. Other Foods—{(con.)
Sugar (granulated— .
Canada........... Granulated, .

. . Montreal........| 100-0| 102-4 83-5 831 95-1] 110-7 91-3 95-3| 101-4] 100-4| 108-3|] 109-0| 113-3| 97.9
lIn!tod }‘(lnxdom. British. . 100-0 95-0 82-4 837 95-6 115-8 90-2 93-5 101-0 104-2 121-4 119-4 128-6|° 104-5
United States.....|.. 100-0 094.7 83-5 87-1 90-0 086 84-7 87-2 92:6 89-3 930 1000 04-6 80-1
A'US"’!\l“‘ 100-0 1013 91-0 90.2 890 96-1 887 87-3 914 042 99-0 967 104-7
Nmy Zealand 100-0 101-1 91-4 93-5 92-5 103.2 5.7 02-5 72-0 74-2 80-6
l!ldlﬂ ............. 100-0 1027 79-1 75-5 87-3 101-8 87-3 10981 106-4 110-¢ 114.5 102-7 104-5
France............ . 100-0 83-9 71-0 83-9 104-5 122-6 103-2 103-2 1161 119-4 151-6 1581
apan............. (White, home). ... 100-0 98- 97 100. 125 141- 135- 128 138 135 136- 137 155
Russia............ Refined........... 100-0 06-2 93-3 92-3 93-1 95-5 91-9 86-3 86-6 89-9 85-9 86-4

Average..|.........oviininn. 100-0 973 858 877 971 109-5 98-0 98-0 100-68 101-9 110-0] 109-8 115-2 96-9 .
Pepper— .
Canada...........L.........o. 100-0 103-4 103-4] 103-4 1034} € 103-4 1041 100- 8! 100-6 81.4 926 95-3 115-9 114.1
United States. .. . |(Singapore)....... 100-0 100-1 97-2 998 095-2 94-3 88-1 770 55-4 55-1 61-9 749 89.0 84-0
New Zealand. ... (White)........... 100-0 100-0 121-1 104-1 108-2 1082 100-0 91-8 77-3 793 793 .
Germany.........]oeeeveeiiiiininnnn 100-0 98- 86- 99 95- 92- 85 73- 52- 54- 61- [ 73 85 80-
Russia...........loceeiiiiiannian.. 100-0| 107-8] 106-9] 107-3| 107-8] 107-3] 105-8{ 101-0 86-5 84-5 713 96-9
Average..|............ veeaes 100-0| 101-9{ 104-9f 102-7| 101-8 101-0 96-6 88-7 74-4 70-9 73-2 87-8] 104-5( 100-1
Cream of Tartar— ‘
Canada...........|..cooineinii 100-0| 100-0f 100-0f 100-3| 101-96| 101-9/ 101-9] 109-2 87-1 87-1 92.7| 103-9 96-6] 110-9
Australia.........|....cooeiiiiae, -100-0 101-2 96-1 102.5 97-4 91-0 897 101-2 92-3 82-0 94-8 108-9 1000
Average..|.......coiininenen 100-0| 100-6 88-1] 101-4 997 96-5 95-8] 100-2 89-7 84-6 93-8] 106-4 98-3 95-6
Salt—
Canada................cooiie ...| 10-0f 102.7 103-6] 104-7| 100-0| 100-0] 100-0] 104-5| 105-7| 109-0f 134-0f 132-7] 132-4] 134.2
United States.....|(American)....... 100-0 85-6 63-5 61-4 77-0 755 71-4 792 78-6 81-7 75-4 82-7 98-7[ 101-9
Australia. ........ (Fine)............ 100-0| 105-6 96-5 96-5 941 941 04-1 96-71 104-1] 112-0] 112.0{ 112-0] 112.0
New Zealand.. ... ...l 100-0 87-9 89-1 85-5 89-1 100-0 939 109-6 112.0 125-3 IR T 2 | PR S P
India............. ((ralcutta) ........ 100-0 1091 87-0 779 74-0 71-4 753 79-2 75-3 585 63.7 92.2 92-2
Japan...................ooooannl 100-0 83- 90- 96- 88 184- 215 217. 217- 216- 218- 216- 207.
Russia............|...coeviiininnaen 100-0f ~103-8 121-0 117-0 119-6 1499 143-4 126-2 122.2 172-2 143-4 126-2
Average. ... ... ... oo 100-0 96-8 930 91-3 91-7 110-7 113-3 116-1 116-4 125-0 123-2 131-6 1379 141-1
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So«!a (bicarbonate)-

anada...........J....... o el 100-0 90-0 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-6 81-6 85-9 860 859 62-0
United States.....{American. ... ..... 100 O 86-8 87-8 104-8 105- 6/ 105- ¢ 105-6 105-6 89-3 81-2 81-2 81.2 81.2 81.2
Australia......... Carbonate of..... 100-0 97-2 92-8 90-2 92.7 109-4 120-7 125-3 122.1 109-0 110-5 112-3 110-9
New Zealand.. ... (Carbonate)...... 100-0 100-0 100-0 98-8 91-6 91-6 98-8 104-8 102-4 104-8 104-8

AVerage. .| cov.vviiniiininnn. 100-0 93-5 91-9 95-2 94-2 98-4 103-0 105-7 100-1 942 95-8 6.2 95-8 82-5
Vinegar— ‘ .
Canada........... Whtitc w;i}::e, prooff 100-0 93-7 93:7 93-7 87-5 87-5 81-3 75-0 719 71-9 75:5 69-4 75-0 75-0
strength........
United States.... . |Cider, Monarch.| 100-0 98-11 104-4 96-4 98-11 1080} 126-0; 127-8] 138-5| 133-4] 129.7 147-3) 138'7) 111-2
Average. |- -.....coovinan.. 100-0 95-9 99-1 95-1 92-8 97-8| 103-7| 101-4f 104-2{ 102-7{ 102-6| 108-4| 106-9 931
VI. Teztiles— . ’
. Wool—
Canada........... Washed 100-0 77-3 75-0 905 1047 136-4 145-6 132-1 86-3 113-3 120-6 113-6 112.3 138-0
United Kingdom .|.................. 100-0 81-2 79-9 97-2| 136-2] 158-2] 166-8{ 184-8] 124-8| 141-2| 166-7] 169-4| 160-1] 201-8
United States... . . [Average Ohio fine :
fleece and med-
ium fleece.......| 100-0 82-1 85-6 03.7 98-1| 108-2| 102-9} 103-2f 100-7| 107-3 98-2 01-6 94-4 89-1
Australia. ........|.................. 100-0 77-8 76-5 87-7 93-8 98-8 1I1-1 1101 95-1/ 100-0] 107-4f 104-9 93-8
New Zealand... .. Half bred, m‘my 100-0 75-7 81-5 99-1 1087 127-1 145-6 140-8 123-3 136-9 148-7
India............. Raw, Bombay 100-0 108-1 108-5 95-2 95-2 133-9 121-0 111-3 90-3 95-2 106-5 112-9 117.7
Frunce..... P 100-0 64.9 64-4 72-0 82-2 93-3 096 105-3 20-7 102-7 108-9 103-6]........0........
100-0 800 89-0 100-0 101-0 105-0 115-0 118-0 103-0 1130 115-0 110.0 112-0 123-0
100-0 80-9 823 91-9| 102-5/ 120-1) 125-9{ 125-7| 101-8 113-7| 121-3] 118-4[ 116-9| 132-4
Canada........... 100-0 91-7 846 84-6 04-11 111.7] 123.5/ 120.5] 117-6| 111-7) 126-9| 127-1] 127.8] 1135.3
United Kingdom. 100-0| 109-1 88-9/ 102-0] 118-2 88-9| 108-1| - 124.2[ 107-1 97-0| 135-3|° 137-4 107-1] 127-3
United States..... Worsted yarns,
2-405Au-|t.mlmn
fine - 100-0 86-4 93-2 97-7 08-5| 104.0( 107-4f 107-84/ 102.1; 108.5 104.0| 100-2( 101-3 97.5
Average..|.......... 1000 95-7 88-9 948 103 - 6 101-5 113-0 120-4 108-9 105-7 122.1 1216, 112-1 120-0
Cotton (raw)— .
Canads........... Upland Middling..| 1000 89-7 92-91 116-9| 125-9 99-4 114-7/ 123-6| 108.9] 126-0 ' 157-3] 135.7} 119-7| 133-1
United Kingdom . |British. . ... .. .. 100-0 986 97-3 107-3 119-9 1015 119-2 126-8 116-1 118-4 155-9 138-3 122-6 139-5
United States..... Upland Middling.. 100-0 89-7 92-9 116-9| 125-9| 994 114-7 123.-6 108-9 126-0 1573 135:7 119-7 133-1
Australia.........|......ooviiiia.. 100-0 97-9 979 106-7 120-0 102-2 117-9 126-6, 115-6 117-9 155-5 137-8 108-9........
India............ 0 oionniiiiiian 100-0, 98-8, 97-6 952 114-1 100-0 116-4 115-2 114-1 111-7 139-9 157-6 130-5]........
France............[-....ccoveeeel]s 100-0 892 92-3 115-4 122-3 1000 112-3 125-4 108-5 119-5 148-5 133-1........]..one 0.
Germady.........|-cvieeeeieniieann. 100-0 85-0 88-0 107-0 120-0 95-0 108-0 113-0, 102.0, 1140 143.0, 1330 118-0 125.0
LY 07, O (R N 100-0 107-0 104-0 101-0 116-0 117.0 120-0 124.0 116-0 126-0 140-0 147.0 136-0}........
Russia............|......cooiiiioit, 100-0 96-3 96-6, 112-8 108-2 99-4 109-3 119-7 110-4 116-0 136-8 124-3(........[........
Average..|.................. 100-0 04-7 95:51 109-9 119-1' 101-51 11471 122.00 111.2] 119-51 148.2[ 138-11 119-6/ 132.3
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1901 1902 1903 1804 1906 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1011 1912 1913
V1. Textilea—(con.)
Denims— \
Canada........... Blue....,.......... 100-0] 122-9 110-4 112-5| 129.2] 120-2] 114.6] 127-1 145-8] 129.2] 1271 143-8 144-5] 147-2
United States.....|Amoskaeg........ 100-0 97-4 97-91 106-1 1134 100-9) 114-9 1287 108-1 1166 ] 135-1 128.3 126-4f 132-0
Average..|...........oounn. 100-0| 110-2| 104-2] 108-8 121-3 115-1 114-8 127-9| 122-0{ 122-9{ 131-1] 136-1} 135:5{ 139-6
Flannelette— .
Canada...........|.........o0ea 100-0 98-9) 98-9] 103-0 105-9 102-9{ 102-9; 105-9% 117-2! 100-3| 103-2] 114-6 105-4| 104-9
United States.....|Cotton flannels, 22
yards to the .
pound........... 100-0 86-8 88:1 99.-6] 120-0/ 115-9] 125-1 133-9] 112.3 102-2] 122-01 135-5] 136-1 137-3
-Average..l............. 100-0 92-9 93-5f 101-3| 113-0] 109-4 114.0 119-9 114-8] 101-3] 112-6| 125-1 120-8 121-1
Ginghams—
Canada........... Apron 100-0f 112.0| 108-0f 106-0| 115-1 124-3 120.0f 124.3} 130.-8 121-6| 139-3| 159-4| 151-2| 1525
Canada........... Dress............. 100-0 117-7 1000 100-0 108-9 117-2 120-4 107-5 135-9 114-0 118-3 137-4 118:0 134-8
United States....|. Amoskaeg...... . 100-0 95-1 101-6{ 106-8 106-4 100-0] 109-7) 127-9] 106-4] 114-2] 135-9| 132.3 121-4] 126-3
United States....|.Lancaster........ 100-0 96-6] 104-5 104-5 101-0 94-0] 107-6] 125-5{ 104-2{ 108-3| 120-0/ 117-6] 109-1 112-4
Average..|.................. 100-0] 105-4 103-5] 104.3f 107-9] 108-9y 116-7f 121.3 119-3 114-5/ 128-4| 136-7| 124-9| 131-§
Grey Cottons— ) .
Canada........oo oo e 100.0] 106-8 103-6f 103-0f 119-8 109-7] 122-5) 112-9 121-8) 119-1} .138-1 150-6] 1371 143-4
India........ .|IT. Cloth, Bombay 100-0 119-2 111.-0 115-1 119-2 139-7 143-9 132+ 9 132-9 124.7 134-3 156-2 156-2|........
Germany Cotton cloth...... 1000 830 880 103-0f 110-0f 101-0f 1190 136-0] 111-0] 106-0] 113-0] 111-0 115-0{........
Pri Average......|.........cieel 100-0 77-3 75-7| 107-0 116-3| 116-8| 128-5 127-3| 121-9] 116-6{ 128-5 139-3| 136-1] 142-3
ints— .
Canada...........] oo 1000/ 96-3] 92.4f 88.3 o7.9] o014 977 112.4] 103-5) 108.2] 108-3] 112:0] 100-9] 117.9
United States.....|Prints cloths......| 100-00 91-4] 100-3] 104.3| 108-0| 101-3] 117-6] 154-1| 108-9| 1185 124-1] 113-1) 123.7] 1224
APAD. ..ennrnnn. (Clico).s..nnnnn 100.0; 98.0 100.0] 101-0f 124-0 136-0f 128.0| 133-0| 138-0] 133-0{ 140-0| 154-0f -154-0..... ...
Russia A(Calico).onn inin. 100-0 100-0 100-0| 106-6] 1132 102-6] 121.0| 137.1] 127-2] 115-8] 132.6] 130.0........|. ...
a Average..|...........eenenn. 1000 96-4| 982 100-1] 110-8| 107-8{ 116-1] 134.2| 110-4] 117-9] 125-8 127-3| 130-5 134-5
IOnYy—
()anida ............................. 100-0{ 108-7| 104.7| 104.7] 110-4] 121-0| 110-7) 117-6] 131-3| 121.0f 121.0f 138-3] 138-3| 147-0
United States.....|(White flannels)
, Ballard vale .
0.3........... 100-0 92.7 97-3| 105-2f 108-2| 108-9] 112.6] 113.3 112.6f 112.1} 113.-6| 105.0{ 110-3] 113-2
Average.:|. ...l 100.0f 99-7] 101.00 105.0 109-3] 115.0] 111.7] 116-0] 122.0f 116-6] 117.3] 121.7] 1243 130.1
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Shirting—
Canada .
United Kingdom{..(Cloth)..........
United States, Bleached 4-4 fruit
of the loom
India............. Grey Caleutta....

Average..

Ticking—
United States.....

Average. .

Silk (raw)—

—

L
2325328
IR0

Italian, classical..
Canada...........[Japan filatures....
United Kingdom.
United States Italian classical...
Japan filatures.. ..
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1918—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1801 1902 1903 1904 1905 1006 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
VII. Hides, Leather,
Boots and Shoes.
Hides—
Canada........... No. 1 inspected
X . steers and cows| 100-0 100-1 102-3 104-6 93:2 114-6) 131-2 102-8 811 137-4 122.5 132:7 142-8 1474
) Q!\gted Kingdom .}.................. 100-0 100-8 104-5 108-5 106-9 1130 12341 1320 119-0 127-1 135-2 1325 141.7 1628
United States. ... Green salted pack-
ers,heavy native )
. steers........... 100-0] 103-6{ 112-1 98:0 97-6| 119-8) 120-3| 121-9] 111-9 138-0f 129-5| 123-7] 147-4] 154:1
India............. (Raw). declared
value........... 100-0 08-5| 105-2| 100-6f 113-31 127-1| 132-2| 149-6] 140-6| 142.7| 148-0} 148-91 157.0........
France............ (Raw)............ 100-0 100-0 105-3 109-2 109-2 120-4 1270 113-8 113-8 125-0 130-3 131:68)................
Germany......... bklns and hides. . 100-0 97- -111- 106 110- 120 133 125- 114- 130- 142 131 164- 179-
L T S [ N 100-0| 1007 98-6 109-2] 135-4 1424 151-1 151-5 143-8 1601 174-9 187-4)........ ...
Average........|...........l e 100-0 100-1 105-6 106-4 109-4 1225 132-4 1281 119-0 137-2 140-5 1383 156-1 168-4
Tallow—
Canada........... Rendered No. 1
stock in brl..... 100-0 98-8/ 118-8 08-7 80-8 76-4 86-2| 100-4 96-8| 100-5{ 101-3| 102-1] 105-0f 108-0
United ngdom Town............. 100-0) 101-8 118-5 107-3 96-3 96-3 110-9 125-9 110-9 110-9 129-1 121-8 120-0 125-0
Unltod States... .. ..o, 100- 0 106-8 129-7 105-1 94-6 92-6 10704 128-1 113-8 122. 5| 1503 133-8] 128-1 129-b
.................. 100-0 08-4 112-3 1046 80-7 95-4 1077 110-7 107-7 115-4 123-0 123-0........]........
............... P 100-0 107-0 116-8 112-6 102-4 103-7 110-8 125-5 122-1 120-2 130-5 124:.3{........}........
.................. 100-0] 102-5| 119-2f 105-7 93:0 92-0l 104-5| 118-1| " 110-2f 113-9] 126-8f 121-0] 119-8| 123.0
No. 1 Spanish sole
for jobbing...... 100-0{ 100-3] 103-0| 104-5 104-5| 103-1] 102-7} .102-5]- 99-2 99-2 97-8 98-1] 100-9| 127-6
.INo. 1 Slaughter
Hsole. hN 100-0; 98-4f 105-8| 105-4| 100.7) 103-8] 105-8f 113.-2| 101-8| 102-4| 104-1] 105-6| 121-8] 141.7
arnes .
U.O...... 100-0 96-0( 100-5| 100-3 98-8 105-0f 112-6f 113-5 106-9/ 1129 118.8| 118-3° 120-3] 121.9
Canada. . .|Heavy Upper. 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 100-0 0.9 100-7 109-0 105-2 12-7 118-2 118.2 135-2 150-9
United Klngdom Average import.. . 100-0 100-9 108-4 115-9 1121 114-0 119-8 133-6 129-0 129-0 130-8 129-0 130-8 143-9
United States..... Chromeenlf. ... .. 1000 95-7 100-6 105-1 104-7 106-2 109-2 116-7 1133 1200, 118-0 117-4 128-0 139-9
United States.... . [(Harness)......... 100-0 98-2 98-2 97-9 942 98-5 109-7 110-4 1037 112-6) 112-1 109-0 112-9 116-4
United States....|(Sole Hemlock). . 100-0 99-4 95-1 910 90-7 92:0 101-9 106-2 100-7 102-4 99-1 95-4 103-8 113-3
United Statea. .. .{(Sole, oak)....... 100-0 97-7 105-3 103-7 95-6 101-5 105-2 105-9 105-3 114-4 114-9 107-7 115-1 124-4
Average......|....ooiieiiaiial, 100-0 98-9 103-5 105-8 103-1 104-8 111-3 117-7 112-7 116-1 117-2 115-5 122-5 134-3
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Boots and Shoes—
Canada

United States.....
United States

United States....

VIII. Metals
Implements.
(a) Metals.
Copper—
Canada
United Kingdom.

Iron (pig)—
Canada...........

United Kingdom.
United States....

Iron (bar)—
Canada
United Kingdom.
United States.....

(Brasius Calcutta)

Women's Dongola
blucher bals. . ..
Men's seamless

(Ingot electrolytic

L EFL
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Sl souias

8
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Common bar

Common to best

refined from mill.

*Average all other iron products.
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-19183—Continued.

Commodity.

Description. 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1912 1913
VIII. Metals and Im-|
plements— (con.)
Iron (bar)—(con.) .
Australia Rod and bar...... 100-0 88-8 735 69-6 68-9 68-1 74-1 77-5 786 75-3 751 73-4 82-9]........
New Zealand.....|.................. 100-0 94-1 84-6) 79 74-1 728 76-5 79-4 80-8 76-5 T4 o
India............. Flat bolt, bar and
square, Calcutta| 100-0 05-2 85- 6! 843 78.3 735 78-3] 141-0| 157.9] 153-0f 155-4 158.7] 169-1|........
France............]-.ccooiveiinnnnnns 100-0 67-6 647 618 61-8 70-6 88-2 882 82-3 82-3 82-3 85-3{........]oveeins
Germany......... Swedish.......... 100-0 80-0 78-0 76-0 76-0 770 80-0 800 780 78-0 84-0f 830 830 830
Average..|.........ooiiuann. 100-0 83-3 79-6 76-7 723 75-8 82:7 93-0 90-1 87-6 89-6 87-7 930 99-6
_ Iron (galvanised)— ’ . .
" Canada,..... ve...|Sheets............ 100-0 91-7 90-9 90-7 83-8 80-6 86-3 91-3 89-1 85-0 81-6 81-6 82.0 85-8
Australia. ........ Galvanized cor-
rugated......... 100-0 041 895 89-4 86-7 84.7 87-4] 1001 94-2 93-3 90-3
New Zealand.....|.................. 100-0 907 87-4 87-4 82-3 80-7 87:4 96-6 7. 92-4 84-9
Average..|.....oiiiiiiinnnn 100-0 92-2 89-3 89-2 84-3 82-0 87-0 96-0 93-6 90-2 85-6 84-7 86-4 90-4
Iron (tinplates)—
Canada........... Charcoal..........|] 100-0{ 100.0] 100-0f 100-0 96-3 96-3 96-3 96-3 89-5 88-9 85-3 98-8] 103-8| 103-8
. United States.....|Domestic Bes-
semer coke......] 100-0 896! 88-1 84-2 770 79-2 82-6 87-8 83-1 79-9 82-1 82-6 78-2 76-1
Average..|...c.ooiaiiiiiinins 100-0 94-8 941 92-1 86-7 87.8 895 91-9 86-3 84-4 83.7 90-7 91-0 90-9
Lead—
Canada...........|[Imported......... 100-0 882 70-0 68-3 65-7 75-6 92-9] 108-7 76-6 72-6] 1417 78-9 102-4f 103-7
United Kingdom.|.................. 100-0 76-7 65-6 67-4 68-7 77-9 90-4] 1131 79-9 76-7 76-1| - 79-9] 102-4] 107-1
United States.....|[(Pig)............. 100-0' 98-5 92-4 96-2 99-6] 107-6] 132-1] 124-1 94-9 96-4| 100-7] 100-0 99-6 98-9
New Zealand..... (Sheet)........... 100-0 94-3 78-9 79:7 77.2 84:8/ 105-7 118.7 91.9 84:5 5.6 coeci]ieeei]iianans
France...........leeeevvcvnnvninns, 100-0 69-8 61-9 60-4 64-0 75-0 91-7 104-2 70-8 687 67-7 729 .......0 ...
Germany.........J..coooeeiiiiiian 100-0 75-0 65-0 87-0 68-0 79-0] 100-0] 111-0] 78-0 75-0 740 81.-0] ' 103-0| 108-0
Russia....o.......]...e O 100-0 78-2 70-0 71-0 73-7 83-0] 119-8] 134-9] 104.5 99-4 97-6] 103-8]........0-..c00n. -
Average..|....oo0ieiiininnn 100-0 83-0, 720 72-9 73-8 83-2| 105-9f 116-1 85-2 81-9 90-5 88-11 106-8] 1096
Silver—
Canada...........0......coviinenen 100-0! 96-1 85-0 87-3 931 98-3] 108-6] 108.3 86-1 84-0 85-6 85-7 98-0 96-3
United States.....|Bar, fine.......... 100-0 96-1] . 85-0 873 93-1 98-3 108-6] 108-3 861 84-0 87-3 87-0 99-0 97-3
Average..l....oovinvirnnonnn 100-0 96-1 85-0 87-3 93-1 98-3 108-6 106-3 86-1 84-0 72-7 62-8 61-9 56-8
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Spelter—
Canada.
United Kingdom.

Average. .
Zinc (sheets)—
Canad

United States... ..
Australia

-~

(b) lmplemenu

United States.....
Average. .

Vices—
United States.....
Average. .

Standard

.M. C. O. Yankee..

*Average all other iron products.
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1800-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1901 1902 1903 1604 1905 1906 1907 1908 1009 1910 1911 1912 1913
1X. Fuel and Lighting—
Coal—
Canada........... Bituminous, N.8.| - :
run of mines.....| 100-0] 113-8] 114-4] 116-7] 114-4| 107-0( 104-6{ 111-5{ 120-1] 117-2[ 115-1} 114-9 114-9| 114-0
Canada........... Bituminous, .
(A‘ow's Neat
............ 100-0 98.7| 101-3| 106-7] 107-8] 109-5 111-5 116.9| 117.0/ 117-3} 126-8 136-5 152.2] 152-2
Canada........... Penn Anthracite. 100-0 105-0 114-7 119-0 116-4 115-7 1149 115-5 115-5 113-9 1159 119-3 129-3 137-0
United Klnudom ............ PR 1000 831 73-8 70-1 66-7 63-4 65-5 76-5 76-5 67-8 70-4 68-5 76-1 837
United States... .. |Egg anthracite. ... 100-0 113-2 121-9 134-7 134-6 1347 135-7 134-86) 134-5 133-6 134-3 134-2 140-4 141-3
United States... .. |George’s Creek. ..
. (bituminous).... 100-0| 100-6; 139-6| 152-6] 109-9| 108-3|° 107-5| 111-3| 106-0| 105-0| 104-8 103-9] 107-5 105-0
United States...... Pittsburg, (bitum .

. minous)......... 100-0{ 100-0] 104-6] 123-0 113-2| 106-3; 104-9| 109-5| 113-1f 107-5; 107-0 109-8 106-8 111-1
Australia. ........ On wharf......... 100,0 11t-1 107-8 932 73-6 67-9 80.-7 100-6 105-3 105-3 105-3 105-3 105-3]........
New Zealand. ... .|...oovviivn 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 101-3 101:3........ oo e
India.............0..ocoe Calcutta. 100-0 108-1 105-4 87-4 901 83-8 83-8 102- 8| 154-0 116-2 100-0 100-0 102-7]........
France............|........... ... 100-0 88-9 75-2 68-5 62-8 62-8 75-9 87.0 79-6 87-0 796 83:3........0 et
Germany......... German........... 1000 103-0 97-0 93-0 93-0 94:0 98-0 106-0 111-0 108-0 106-0 104-0 108-0 116-0
Japan.. .. ... o e 100-0 107-0 100-0 91-0 95-0 126-0 133-0 121-0 125-0 124-0 112-0 119-0 120-0f........
Russia............ St. Petersburg 100-0, 76-1 67-3 66-2 63-9 65-4 72-8 77-4 73-5 747 76-6 766)........ . ceunns

Average. |- ....ooiiiiiiinn 100-0; 98-8 95-8 92-0 87:7 89-0 93-6] - 100-4f 106-0] 101-6 98-6 99-8] 103-7{ 109-0

Coke (Connelstille, fu|rnace)—
Canada...........0.ccooiviiiiinnns 100-0 74-2] 101-5| 110-1 61-9 86-4[ 101-11 106-7 64-6/. 75-6 72:2 §7.2 95-2 06-4
United States.... .|..........o0vvnnn 1000, 74-2 101-5 110-1 61-9 86- 5 101-1 106-8 646 757 744 62-1 90-7 92-2
Average. .|....cococeiiiiean, 100-0 74-27 101-5/ 110-1 61-9 86-5| 101-1| 106-8 646 75-7 73-3 59-7 93-0 0943
Gasoline—
Canada........... ... 100-0| 108-8f 123.5 135.2] 102.9| 111-7} - 126-4] 111.7] 100-0] 100-0 102-9 97-0f 118-1| 147-0
Russia............ Naptha (Baker) 100-0 76-2 él-1 61-3 842 103-2 125-6 124-4 108-7 102-2 86-0 105-3)........]........
Average. .|...........c.oll 100-0 92:5 92:3 98-3 93-6) 107-5| 126-0 118-1] 104-4f 101-1 94-5| 101-2f 123-3] 133-5
Coal Cil—
Canada........... Canadian Stan- . .
dard............ 100-0 100-0 107-3 123-4 127-2 108-4 106-4 100-0 100 | 103-3 87-8 81-4 90-7 102-3
Canada........... United States
Standard....... 100-0 100-0 104-7 117-2 120-5 105-9 103-1 102-0]° 93-5 940, 91.2 83-2 93:8 96-1
United Kingdom.j.............o0venn 100-0' 91-8 83-7 85-1 88-7 83-0| ° 89-7 91-6 88-9 78-4 75-3 715 81-5 102-1
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United States... .
United States... .

United States.. ...
Australia

New Zealand. ...

Average. .

X. Building Materials.
(8) Lumber.

United Kingdom.
Average. .
Pine—
Canada.
Canada.

United States.....
United States... ..

('nited States...

Japa

Japon .(Plank 6 b
Average. .

United States.....
Average. .

Reﬁned for Ex-

Rof ned water
white...........

. (American)
Ru«mn
(Baker)

%
[

—

8| 82323883
ol nocodwwaw &

—

BEES

Total average
(_anadmn lum-

1 O

...
-
e

White boards, up-
pers, New York

White boards, No.

2 barn, New
York markets. .
;;Ylll(low) sidings.
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1800. 1901, 1902. 1903. 1004. 1905. 1908. 1807, 1808. 1909, 1910. 1011. 1912. | 1913.
X. Building Materials
—(continued).
(a) Lumber—(con.)
Shingles—
C ar}ada ........... N.B. shingles. . ... 100-0 94-2 123-5] 128-8] 118:2] 115-8 120-5| 148-81 160-0| 141-1 142.6] 135-0| 1563-4| 1765
United States.....}(Red cedar, 18 in.
long).eeoovo. .. 100-0| 104-7 115-1 117.0f 114-6 112-2 147-1 179-1 133-8! 133-2] 183.5| 120-5/ 128-8] 1307
Japan............|oeeeniiiennn 100-0 120-0 102-0| 97-0 97-0{ 100-0 88-0 108-00 108-0] 101-0) 114-0f 120-0] 119-0}........
Average..l.,............. ... 1000 106-3] 113-5 114-3 109-9{ 109-3] 118-5] 145-3| 133.9; 125-1 130-0) 125-2f 133-7] 144.7
Maple— .
Canada........... Toronto........... 100-0] 100-0 108-6/ 114.3 128-7 121-50 126.2] 126-7] 122.9] 120.7} 114.3] 143- 142-9] 157-5
United States.....|[(Hard)........... 1000 97-2 103-8 115-1 112-7 110-9 112.7 117-2 114-9 112-7 115-6 124-8 132-5 139-4
Average. .|.................. 100-0 98-6 108-2 114-7 120-7| 116-2 119-5] 122.0f 118-9] 116-7 115-0f 134-2| 137.7] 148-5
Ogk— .
Canada........... ‘Toronto........... 100-0 106-0 111-3 112-1 134-0) 156-9{ 166-9 168.1 174-7] 173-9] 188.0| 188-0] .186-6f 200-8
United States White, plain ....... 100-0 90-0 100-1 100-7 113-8 116-0 123-5 135-2 120-7 118-6 132-8] 133-9 137:7 148-4
TANCO.....covnev- (Building)........ 100-0 105-3 105-3 105-3 105-3 105-3 115-8 115-8 115-8 115-8 115-8 115-8]........].-. Ceres
Average..f............ e 100-0| 100-4| 105.6( 109-0f 117.7 126-1 135-4) 139-7| 137-1f 1361 145.5| 145.9| 147-5| 158-9
(b) Miscellaneous . v
Building Materials.
Bricks—
Canada........... Common building 100-0! 1007 100-7 100-7 136-5] 165-3] 145-0! 157.0[ 163-2] 163- 171-6] 171-6] 175-6] 187 8
~United ngdom .................. 100-0 91-7 83-3 83-3 83-3 81-1 77.8 79-4 81:1 75-0 75-0 75-0 79-2 88-1 .
_United States.....[Common domes-
L 11, J N 100-0{ 109-8| 102-5] 112.5{ 142-7 154.3} 162-8] 117.2 97-2| 121.6] 102-9 112-2| 128-71 125-0
Average..|......... Crneenaes 100-0f 100-7 95:5 98-8| 120-8] 133-6| 128.5| 117.9] 113-8 120-1 116-5| 119-6] 127-8] 134-2
Cement—
Canada........... Canadian
Portland........ 100-0 o1-1 89-8 86-4 70-9) 85-1 1 71.7 72-8 59-2 56-5 -8 54-8 52:8
United States Portland,
domestic........ 100-0f 100-2 85-1 87-5) 78-9 819 035 93-5 935! 93-5) 93.0 89-2 84:5 73-2
Australia........]oveennnnas 100- 0| 99-1 87- 6| 80-2 74-0 81-3 76-4 80-5 86-3! 79-9 84-6 -6 . .
NewZealand.....}...oovvieicanannns 100-0 101-1 97-9 96- 91 93-8 92-8 90-7 96-9 93-8 90-7 90-7
.................... [ 1000 130-5] 120l 117.0] 1059 107-0, sz.4f 857] see 0.8l 812
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Lead pipe—
Canada
United States.. ..
Australia

Umted States...

Average. .

Nails—

Ubnited States.....

United States.....

United States.....
Average. .

ere. copper-—
United States...

* Average..

Canada
United Kingdom..

fence and com-|

Wire, 8-penny
fence and com-|

. Barb galvan'd

8IBER
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued,

-

Commodity Description 1900 1001 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1908 | 1907 | 1908 | 1900 | 1910 | 1011 | 1912 | 1013
X. Building Materials . .
—(continued)
(c) Paints, Oils and
Glass—(con.)
Linseed OQil—(con.)
United States.....|RAW.............. 100-0| 100-b]  94.3| 66-3] 66-1}. 743 64-3 e0-0 60-8] 92.2| 134.6] 139-8] 108-9] 3.5
New Zealand. ... |..oeeeoiiiiiiill 100-0| 118-5| 118-5] 107-6| 85-7] 8400 86.5 941 s4.9| 882 :
France........... | 1000 113-2| 1321 113-2] 113-2( 120.8{ 145.3| 141-5| 133-6] 1407
Russia. ......... .| 100.0 130-0] 1i1-5| 85-5| 81.9( "76-9| '93.5| ‘o1.4f s1.3| 1021
Pure Average. .....cocvvininn... 100-0| 110-6{ 108-2| 85.9| 76-6| 80-7| 87-9| 91.6 86.4] o4.6{ 134.7] 147.6] ‘119-6] s2.3
tty—
Canada.......... oo, 100-0f 101-2[ 108.0 110-0] s9-6| s0-2| 839 887 886 e1.4 1159 1200 1207 1263
United States.....[......00000 00000 100-0| 78-9) 101-0f 74-2| &7-9] 7.4 626 631 31| 6311 605 6o 60-5| 605
AVErage. §...cueennnninin., 100-0, 901 103-5 92-1| 738 es-8f 73-3] 7598 7e-0 773 882 903 0.6 934
Rosin— .
Canada........... White.......... ..| 100-0] 1000 100-0f 137.5] 154-2 168-70 230.0| 2718 300-1 300-1 *302.7 *311.3] *204-1| 277-9
United States... . .(Good, strained 100-0| 955 100-6| 138-3[ 176-8] 213-6] 250.5| 273.1| 204-8| 218-4] 326.5 4191 414-5] 3005
UBBIB. «vveensnvis|oneeennanenanennns 100-0{ 101-4| 103.3| 117-8( 132-9| 151-3| 159-8| 165.2] 154.6] 152.0] 180-9| 215-8|........1.. .. ..
Average. {....ooeeiiiina.. 10000 99-00 107-3| 131-2| 154-6| 1772 216-4| 236-7| 219.8] 223-5| 270-0] 315-4f 305.0] 254.7
Turpentine— .
Capada........ b 100-00 787 97-8 114.9| 1171 127-5| 132.4] 1221 s4.5| 8.5 103.2] 103-2] 103-2| 857
United States.. .. . |Spirits of 100-0) 781 99-4| 119-8] 120-7] 131-5] 130.4] 133-0] 95-0{ 102.9) 143.2) 142.3] 98-6] &9.7
. Average..| ...ooviiiiiil.. 100-0f 78-4| 98-6f 117-4( 118-9) 129-0] 135.9| 127.6| 9.8 957 123-2] 122.8] 1009 7.7
White lead—
Canada oo 10000 939 832 751l es-0| 751 934 1097] 0120 09| 870 908 1107 1220
United States... .l ovovomoonennins 1000 922 862 98-4] 957 101-3] 110-4] 111-5] 1041 1019 110-7] 113-1] 1001 1082
Australia.........|ooeiill 100-0] 8790 73-9| 674 67.6] o646 704 's0-0| 744 712 ‘722 766 “e2-0....... ,
RUSBIA..crsrn oo w00 957 92-9] 102.2] 101-2] 939 108-1] 117-8] 111.8| 105.7| 104-6] 104.6|........| 0
Average. | ..coeenennnii... 100-0| 924 84.1| 858 83.8| 83-7) 9058 104-8] 5.4 02-4] ©3.6] 06-3 1086 113.7
Window glass— .
Canada. oo | 1000 100-8| 10400 934 87.5| 6.7 *pa5| 832 es0-0| *72.3 70l 7ol 768 884
jnited States.....]|American single, . R
Uni o ratee el 000 1s2.0| 110-2] o7.8| 107.0| 102.4] 1051] 104-2] 874l s50| 1085 s34l 830 1007
Average..|......cooviiin. 10-0, 1269 1116 956l 973 a6 1013 9371 837 891l 9.8 772 798 es6
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XI. House Furnish-
ings—
Kitchen chairs—

United States... ..
Average. .

Kitchen tables—

United States... ..
Average. .

United States.....

A
Tumblers—

United States.....
Average. .

Cups and saucers—

United States.....
Average. .

Dinner sete—

Averag
Table cutlery—
Canada

United States... ..

Average. .

Common spindle. .

(Iron beds, hard-
wood dresser and

hardwood dres-
ser and wash-

Tank glass § pint..
4 pint, commoan. ..

(Knives, celluloid
handles,medium
size,.)

Knives and forks.

*Changed back to original basis.

VAVANVO NI ONIAIT 40 IS0)




WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. 1900 1601 1002 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1011 7 1912 1013
X1. House Furnish-
ings—(con.)
aile— .
("anada .................... eerieeas 1000 100-0 83.7 85-3 95-1 97-5| 100-0| 100.0] 100-0f 100-0/ 100-0| 100-0f 100-0f 102-0
United States..... (Oak grained).. 100-0 103-8 103-8 106-4 113-9] 1139 113-9) 132.0f 140-7| 128-5 127-3| 117-2] 117-2| 120-1
Average..|.................. 100-0| 101-9 93-8 95-9] 104-5! 105-7 107.0f 116.0| 120-4] 114-3] 113-7| 108-6| 108-6/ 1111
Tubs— .
Cnx_mdn ............................. 100-0' 88-6 86.-5 80-4 107-1 104-9 101-2] 101-6} 103-5| 102-0 98-9 08-9 989 98-9
United States.....}............. Ceres 100-0 100-6 100-6 100-6 100-8 100-6 1006 111-0 114-5 1145 111-9 114-5 111-0] -116-9
' Average. .|.................. 100-0| 94-6 ‘986 95-0f 103-9{ 102-8] 100-9| 106-3| 109.0! 108-3] 105-4| 106-7 106-0| 107-9
XI1I. Drugs and
Chemicals—

Alcohol, grain— !
Canada........... 650. P.ovrernnnn -100-0f 100-0 100-0| 100-0f 100-0| 100-0| 100-0| 100.-0| 103-4] 100-0f 100-5 93-0| 100-2| 108-0
United States.....}...........ooonnn 100-0| 103-0 100-8f 100-4 102-0] 101.-7 103-3 106-7 110-5f 109-7| 107-0 108-1 107-7 104-7
Franoe........coofoeursoreveecacnnas 100-0 79-0 98-0 119-0) 122-0{ 126-0] 118.0{ 119-0| 122-0] 115-0f 145-0 173-0f 165-0| 1180

Average..|.......coiiiinn 100- 0y -6 106-5] 108-0| 109-2] 107-1 108-2| 112-0f 108-2| 117.5| 124-0f 124-3 110-2

Alcohol, wood—

Canada...........{.....cocoivnann. 100-0} 100-0f 100-0{ 100-0] 100-0 100.0] 100-0 95-8 62-2 800 59-6 59-6 596 50-8
{United States.....|Refined, 95 p.c. 100-0 76.5 80-2 . 73-9 73-4 84-4 87-5 49-9 534 62-5 625 62-5 625 59-8
Average..|.............00he 1000 88-3 90-1 87-0f , 86-7 92:2 3-8 72-9 57-8 61-3 61-1 61-1 611 59-7

Alum—

Canada...........foeeeeiiiiiiiienes 100-0| 999 108-6] 108-6| 108-6| 108-6] 108-6] 108.6{ 108-6] 116-8 112-2| 112-1}} 112.1 120-9
United States.....|Lumps............ 100-0f 100-0| 100-0 ¢8-9] 100-0 100.0! 100-0f 100-0| 100-0 100-0f 100.0] 100-0 100-0f 100-0
Average. . |.....ooooiieiienei]oranen . 100-0| 104-3] 103-8] 104-3] 104-3] 104-3] 104-3| 104-3] 103-3 101-1)  101-1 101-1 110-5

Borax—

Canada........... 100-0 092-6 92-6 96-3] 111-1 111-1 111-1 111-1 125-9] 1111 111-1 148-2| 140-4| 139-1
Russia............ 100-0 101-6 88-7 79-0 80-7 76-6 96-6 102-5 105-3 1056-3 105-3 106-3f........0...00uen
Average 100-0 97-1} -7 87-7 100 4 83-9 106-8 115-6 108-2 108-2 126-8 119.0

103-9

ao9e

OLNI XHINONI A0 Q¥V0d




- Brimstone—

Average. .

Caustic Soda—

Copperas—

United States.....

Average. .

Average. .

United States.....
Average. .

Opium—
United States.....
Average..

‘|Bengal, good con-

suming..........
(Calcutta)........

KRB g e R N MMMt i s 353 i R S 45
100-0| 100-0| 100.0| 100-0 100-0| 100.0[ 100-0] 100-0f 100-0|] 100-0| 100-0{ 100-0 100-0| ¥100-0
100-0 1040 110-8 1056-6 102-9] 100-6 104-8 101-7 103-0] 104-0| 104-0] 104-0] 104-0| 4 104-0
100-0] 106-3} 107-1 96-5 91-9 93-5 93-7{ 101-9 92-8 96-4 93-2| 100-4{ 113:5|........
100-0f 103-4| 106-0f 100-7 98-3 98-0 99-5( 101-2 98-6| 100-1|. 99-1f 101-5, 105-8| 105-8
100-0| 102-9f 106-6] 107-8] 107-8] 102-5] 102-5| 102.5| 102-5| 102-5| 102-1] 102-5( 102.5 102-5
100-0| 957 96-1 92-9 92-9 92-9 92-9 92.9 92-9 92-9 92-9 92:.9........}.......

...... . 99-3| 101-4] 100-4] 100-4 97-7 97-7 97.7 97-7 977 97.7 97.7 97.7 97.7
100-0f 100-0] 100-0| 100-0] 100-0 100-0f 100-0] 100-0( 100-0] 100-0f 100-0| 100-0f 100-0f 100-0
100-0 92-4 83-9 83-0 835 80-31 104-1 119-0f  95-6 84-3 82-0 82-0| ................
100-0 96-2 93-0 91-5 91-5 9471 102.1] 109-5 978 92:3 91-0 910 91-0 91-0
100-0 95-2 107-1 100-0}  100-0 81-9 89-2 91.9 95-7| 1114 99-8| 135.2 135-2| 135-2
100-0 99-3 95-3 95-5 92-2 81.7 745 91-3 98-4] 112.2] 141-4| 149.8| 121-6/ 130-1
100-0 97:3] 101-2 97-8 96-1 86-8, 81-9 91-6 97-1 111-8) 120-6 14‘2-5 128.4] 132.7

. N .
100-0| - 90-4 78-6 81-0, 59-7 62-1 76-2 92-8 02-8 76-2 81-0 81-0 66-6 62-1
100-0 96-4 ' 928 92-8 82-1 82-1 857 92-8 96-4 92-8 89-3
1000 87-8 87-8 82-4 90-5 71-6 82-4 87-8 82-4 77-0 79-7
100-0) 80-0 90-0 90-0 80-0 80-0 80-0 80-0 80-0 80-0 80-0
100-0 94-0 98-0 990 88-0 88-0{ 103-0; 110-0 112- 109- 100-0
100-0 91-9 91-9 1.9 80-3 71-0, 73-9 82.9| 814 79-4 797
100-0 91-8 89-9 89-5 80-1 758 835, 91-1 90-8 857 849
100-0! 100-0 119.1] 150-0| 147-8] 125.0 125.0 125-0] 125-0| 100-0 99-4] 143-8 150-1f 125-1
100-0] 111-1| 124-4| 118-5| 118-5 118-5| 100-0[ 100-0 100-0 992 96-3 963 96-3 96-3
100-0| 105-6| 121.8f 134-3] 133.2] 121.8] 112.5} 112-5 112-§ 99-6 97-9f 120-1] 123.2( 110-7
100-0 97-5 88.3 88-3 91-7 90-2 97.4| 133-7] 129-9| 138-4f 143.4] 143.2| 188-1] 181.5
100-0| 100-9 88-5) 96-3 85-9 94-8 92.2| 154-6] 147-4| 144-0] 167.8; 201-0] 222-4 188-1
100-0 992 88-4 02-3 88-8 92-5 o4-8| 144-21 138.7) 141.2] 155-6| 172-71" 205-3] 184-8
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WHOLESALE PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1900-1913—Continued.

Commodity. Description. " 1900 1901 1902 1603 1904 1805 1906 1807 1908 1909 1910 1011 1912 1913
XII. Drugs and .
Chemicals—(con.)
Quinine— R .
Canada...........] ...... G 100-0 92-9 92-3 88-3 82-9 76-9 72-6 72-6 72-6 49.2 72.9 64-2 69-1 80-0

United States.....|(American)....... 100-0 910 77-5 75-9 70-1 63-2 49-9 53-4 47-1 42.3 42-1 42-1 53-1 66-0

Average. .|.................. 100-0 992 84-9 82-0 76-5 70-1] 613 63-0 59-9 45-8 57-5 532 61-1 73.3
Sulphuric acid— "

‘vur.un . B P 100-0| 100-0{ 100-0f 100-0! 139.9] 150-0| ~ 150-Q] 150-0{ 150-0| 150-0f 150-0| 225.1) 225-1] 225-1
United States.....|[60degrees ... ..... 100-0 104-2 108-4 1059 107-5 103-3 83-4 83-4 85-0 834 83-4 834 834 83-4
France............|......c.ooooit 100-0 100-0 100-0 93-4 87-0 87-0 105-4 115-2 115-2 115-2 1185 118-5 117-4 108-7

Average. . |.................. 100-0| 101-4] ‘1028 99-8| 111-5 113-4/ 112-9] 116.2] 116.7| 116-2| 117-3| 142.3| 142-0{ 130-1
8oda, bicarbonate of|— ’ ,
(ana - S D 100-0 900 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-9 86-6 81-6 85-9 860 85-9 62-0

United Kingdom..|Crystals.......... 100-0 1048 103-2 103-2 103-2 103-2 103-2 103-2 984 98-4 08-4 91-9 855 766
' Average..|...........ooiunn. 1000 97-4 951 951 95-1 951 951 95-1 925 80-0 92.2 90-0 857 69-3

XII1. Miscellaneous. '
(b) Liquors and To|bacco—
Hops—
Canada......... IChoice Bohemian 100-0 50-8 879 124 8| 158:5f 1515 95-4 82.4 67-9] 163-6| 144-8] 155-4| 173-0| 138-4
New Zealand. .. 100-0] 100-0 845 79-8 79-8 79-8 79-8 79-8 79-8 79-8 59.5........0........0........
Germany....... 100-0 90-0 98-0f 153-0 184-0} 119-0 80-0 87-0 60-0{ 108-0| 158-01 217-0| 204-0| 163-0
Russia.......... 100-0| 106-2 105-2 1290-8] 168-2| 142.0] 112-9] 114-1 109-4] 114-9] 1556 177-8}........J........
Average..|.................. 100-0) 89:0 93.9] 121-9] 147-6] 123-1 92:0 90-8 79-3| 116-6| 129-5] 155-0f 159-2] 127-4
Malt—
Canada...........|...oooiiviiennns 100-0] 1000 98-6 98-6| 101-4| 102.7| 102.7| 150.7| 123-3] 123-3| 123-3] 136-0 162-2| 125-7
United States.....|Western........... 100-0 114-0 121.2 110-9 103.3 94-1 99-0 1583 142.7 120-3 135-6 196-2 170-1 118-9
Russia............0..coovviiiiannn, 100-0 106-1 1098 109-9 108-1 1186 142-1 166-4 153-9 139-8 132.9 142:61........0........
Average. .|.............o00 100-0 106-7 109-9 106-5 104-3 105-1 114-6 158-5 140-0 1278 130-6 1583 1630 120-1
Whisky— '
Canada........... (‘anadian Club.... 100-0f 100-0f 100-0f 100-0 100.0f 100-0| 100-0/ 100-0 121-1 121-1 1211 121-1 121-1] 121-1
United Kingdom.[British....,......|........ 87.7 738 86,6 102-9|  122-4| 100-3| 104-9] 1055 101-5, 100-3 94-2] 105-8] 104.7
Foreign spirits. . .. 1000........0.............. e oo e e e e e e
New Zealand.....|.......coooiiinatn 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0! 101-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100.0 103-0 103-0)........0........J........
Average..|..............0 100-0 99-2 136-9 143-3 101-3 107-5 100-1 101-6 108-9 108-5 108-1 104-9 111-4 110-8
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Average. .

Tobacco—
Canada...........
United Kingdom.
United States.....
Australia.........
Germany.........

Average. .
(¢) Sundries—
aper—
Canada...........
United States....

United Kingdom.
United States.....

United Kingdom.
United States.....

Average..

(Ale and porter,

s NS S SR RGEION TR0y

‘\!ewsprlnt ........
H{News)...........
lJapan (Hanshi). .

Para Island........

Para Island

100-0) 100-0] 100-0| 108-2{ 108-2| 108-2| 108-2| 108-2] 102-2] 102.2| 102.2 96-7 93-9 93-9
100-0) 100-0( 101-9/ 101-9| 102-8 101-9] 102-8 103-8) 102-8f 105-7] 105-7[........|.c.iiiifiinninn
100-0( 100-0 101-5 105-1| 105-5| 105-1] 105-5 106-0f 102-5] 104-0( 104-9 99-2 96-3 96-3
100-0f 100-0f 102-6/ 107-2| 107-8| 107-8| 107-6| 107-6] 110-8 108-9] 100-4| 107-7| 107.7 * 107.7
100-0| 105-6/ 103-5| 100-4 92-7 90-2 89-8| 104-3] 108-8 08.9] 103-6| 113-6] 125-3| 138-6
100-0] 105-1} 102-4) 101-5] 106-0 110-6] 109-0| 106-0| 106-0] 106-0| 106:0 99-3 99-3 99-3
100-0f 102-1} 105-5| 105-5{ 105-5( 105-51 103-4] 102-3| 102-3{ 102-3| 102-3] 102-3] 107.8|........
100-0| 100-0 94-0 86-0! 84-0 85-0 95-01 1120 109-0| 104-0f 119-0f 131-0] 111-0y 118-0
100-0] 102-6] 101-6] 100-1 99-2 99-8) 101-0| 106-4] 107-4| 104-0f 106-3| 110-8] 110-2| 114-8
100-0; 04-9 88-5 83-2 83-2 81.2 81.-2 79-2 79-2 83-2 82.2 81-9 81.9 89-1
100-0 80-4 86-1 80-0 95-0. 86-1 77-9 88-6 88-2 73-0 73-3 75-4 76-8 80-1
100-0 90-0 90-0 94-0| 106-0] 110-0 90-0| 100-0| 100-0{ 103-0f 106-0 106-0| 108-0]........
100-0 88-4 88-2 89-1 4.7 92-4 83-0 89-3 89-1 86-4 872 84-4 88-2 094-0
100-0, 97-11  103-8 95-4 96-6 98-7| 101-8| 1020 88-8 75-1 71-4 70-9 81-9] 113-9
100-0 94-9 110-2 92-3 07-4| 101-3] 108-4 89-7 62-8 62-8 59-0 51-3 66-7 81-4
100-0 82-77 102-1 86-0 88-8 80-5 04-8 97-7 76-9 63-7 66-6 66-0 76-4] 111:2
100-0 91-6] 105-4 91-5 04-3 96-8) 101-0 96-5 762 67-2 65-7 62-7 75-0} 102-2
100-0 86-5 71-8 92.-3f 110-8] 126.-6] 123.6| 108.3 88.71 150.8) 196.2; 113.7] 107.2 82:2
100-0 91-8 90-8| 101-9| 114-0f 119-4| 120-6| 119-3| 107-0| 148-4{ 208-7| 148-7| 144-1] 107-3
100-0 86-6 74-1 92-2| 110-8| 126-6] 123-6] 108-3 88-7] 150-9 194-3] 113-1] 107-1 82.2
100-0 88-3 78-8 85-51 111-9} 124-2] 122-6] 112-0 94-8| 150-0f 199-7[ 125-3] 119-4 90-7
100-0] 108-1] 108-2] 108-2} 108-2| 108-2| 108-2f 130-9|] 128.7] 105-2| 105.-2] 105-2] 111.0f 128.8
100-0f 100-0} 119-5| 115-5; 105-2] 105-2| 105-2 124-7| 124-7| 124.70 128.9f. .......|........0..... ...
100-0{ 103-1 113.¢| 111-9| 106-7| 106-7} 108-7} 127-8] 126-7] 115-0( 117-1| 117-1] 123.5} 143-3
100-0] 108-9] 127.5; 123-5] 120-6| 114-7| 114.7] 123.5| 141.2| 140.7| 134-4] 121-2| 133.4] 133-5
100-0| 106-8( 133-6{ 126-8/ 108-5 96-7] 108-0| 118-9f 127.3| 126-2 114.7 95-6] 110-3( 1074
100-0 94-71  100-0| 102-6; 107-8f 105-2] 105-2| 105-2| 105-2] 105-2| 105-2) 105-2] 105-2{........
100-0| 103-5| 120-4} 117-6] 112-3| 105.5] 109-3] 115-9 124-6| 124-0f 118-1) 107-3] 118-3| 114-9

VAVANVO NI DNIAIT A0 LS0D
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*The index numbers in this table are from the following sources :—

Canada:—“ Wholesale Prices, Canada, 1890-1909,” Special Report of the Depart-
ment of Labour, ditto 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, prices at leading markets.

United Kingdom —(1) Sixteenth Abstract of Labour Statistics of the United
Kingdom (Cd. 7181) and “ Cost of Living of the working-classes” (Cd. 6955) pub-
lished by the Board of Trade of the United Kingdom, 1913. Prices taken are in the
most cases the average import or export declared values as computed from the trade
returns of the United Kingdom, but for some articles (e.., potatoes) contract prices,
and for others (e.g., British meat and British wheat, barley and oats) market prices
are used. (“Cost of Living of the working-classes” (Cd. 6955) page XLV.)

(2) Sauerbeck, in the “Journal of the Royal Statistical Society” April 1914,
continued by the “Statist,” London, monthly since 1912. Prices at leading British
markets.

(8) “Economist,” February 21, 1914. Prices at principal British markets.

United States:—“ Wholesale Prices ” published by the United States Bureau of
Labour (Bull. No. 149, May 14, 1914). Prices at leading markets.

Awustralia —* Prices, Prices Indices and Cost of Living in Australia,” Report No.
1, December, 1912, continued in “ Trade Unionism, Unemployment, Wages, Prices and
Cost of Living in Australia,” published by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics, April, 1913. Prices taken at Melbourne. '

Report No. 2. These reports do not contain index numbers of individual commo-
dities: the numbers appearing in the above table have been calculated from the actual
prices.

New Zealand—* The course of prices in New Zealand,” by James W. McIlraith,
LL.B.,, Wellington, 1911. Prices at Wellington and Christchurch.

India —“ Variations in Indian price levels,” published by the Commercial Intel-

" ligence Department of India, Calcutta, 1918. Prices at leading markets.

Belgium :—“ Bulletin de L’Institut International de Statistique,” Tome xix,—3e
Livraison.” Index number of M. Maurice Sauveur. Prices at various markets. See
also U. K.. “Cost of Living of the working-classes,” 1912. (Cd. 6955).

France:—(1) “ Annuaire Statistique de la France,” Vol. 31, 1911, published by
the Ministre du Travail et de la Prévoyance Sociale; prices at import values. No
index numbers are given in this volume: those in the above table have been calcu-
lated from the actual prices given therein.

(2) “La Reforme Economique,” January 23, 1914—market Pprices.

Germany :—* Vierteljahrshefte Zur Statistik des Deutschen Reichs ” (quarterly
journal of the Imperial Statistical Office of Germany, part 1, 1914). Prices at various
markets; see also “ Cost of Living of the working-classes” by the United Kingdom
Board of Trade, 1912 (Cd. 6955). :

Holland :—Compiled from market prices in “Verslagen en Mededeelingen van de
Directie van den Landbouw,” 1912, No. 4, “ Verslag over den Landbouw in Nederland
over 1911,” by the United Kingdom Board of Trade in “ Cost of Living of the work-
ing-classes,” 1912, (Cd. 6955.)

Russia:—Annual Reports issued by the Statistical Department: of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of Russia, as quoted by the United Kingdom Board of Trade
in “Cost of Living of the working-classes” 1912, (Cd. 6955). Prices at leading
marketa,

Japan :—Twenty-ninth Statistical Report of the Department of Agriculture and
Commerce, Japan, 1913. Prices are the average for a large number of towns in vari-
our parts of the country. See also U. K. “Cost of Living of the working-classes ”
1912. (Cd. 6955).

NOTE.—The average index numbers for the later:years, where the number of countries is less,
have been calculated by the “ chain " method, e.g., the average 164.2 for bran in 1912 represents,
not the average for Canada and Australia, but the per cent change which the numbers for these
col;n;{les ‘show applied to 142.8, the number for 1911, which was an average for Canada, Australia
an usaia.
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COST OF LIVING IN CANADA

RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES

Commodity. 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
Beef— sy
Canada.......coocvevenn... Sirloin.............. 100-0| 111-8 138-2 139-6] 158-0| 171-3
Canada............... »-...Shoulder roast. 100-0; 125-5 130-6, 136-7, 150-0 161-2
United Kingdom........... 100-0 98-7 113-1 110-4 117- 120-§
.. 100-0}] 103-2 125-1 125-1 142-9 159-9
100-0 106-3 126-0 126-8, 1423 157-3
100-0] 87-7 97-2 96-3 107-4
100-0 96-4 96-4 95-1 99-7|
100-0 108-7 121-5 134-5) 144.
100-0 112-0 123-0 144 -0
100-0f 125-9 142.2 150-0 169-9
100-0f 113-5 126-2 131-7
100-0] 112.0 128-0f 136-0
100-0; 109-0 122-0 129-0 136-0)
100-0f 113-0 130-0] 138-0
100-0f 100-0 120-0 130-0{f 120.-0
100-0, 91-0 121 127-0
100-0 100-9 969, 980,
100-0| 107-3] 121-0 124-0, 134-3' 145-2
Nore.—Norway index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Veal—
Canada.................... Roast from fore-
quarter........... 100-0{ 113-0 127-0f 138-0f 153.0f 167-0
Austria................. ... e 1000 115-6 122.9 130-6] 154-0|
Hungary..................... e erenesa. P 100-0 118-0 138- 164-0
Germany in Prussia.................. .00 100-0{ 118-3 141-31  144-4
Germany in Buvaria...............oooon 100-0] 113-0] 130-0] 133-0
Germany in Baden..,.... . .. . T 100-0| 110-0| 1.5-0f 128-0| 1350
Germany in Wurtemburg... .. .. e 100-01  112.0f 1.9-0y 132-0
Italy in Rome..................00 e 100-0 08-3| 110-0 110-0[ 100-0
L R 100-0 96-6, 101-1] 100-0
Average........................ 100-0 110-3, 124-9' 131-1' 139-4] 1522
Nore.—Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Mutton— .
Cagada..; .............. N 7 100-0f  103-3] 142-3| 141-5| 153-3] 162.7
United Kingdom........ ... . [l 100-0f  105-7| 104-4( 102-3| 103-5| 110-0
Australia........ .. " ooLegooii 100-0f  103-5 94-0) 90-9)  103-0
Huugary,. .. . [0 e, ..} 100-0f 120-0] 142.0] 168-0
Germany in Prussia...... .. .. 0 0 100-0| 116-7| 134-9] 138-9
Germany in B_aden. ................... 1000 113-0] 128-0f 132.0| 138-0
Germany in Wurtemburg............. 100-01 113-0] 131.0] 135-0
Norway............. ... e coaenn 1000/ 990 101-0| 100-0]
Average............... U 100-0, m-sl xzz-zl 126-1| 134.8 1432
Non.—Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
1
100-0 106-5 139-8] 138-5| 151-2] 186.8
100-0, 114-8 149-5 144-0f 153-2 167-8
100-0) 98-3 105-2 101 8| 103-3 1099
100-0 114-8] 1637, 158-4 172-5 196 3
100-0 98-2 103-3, 102-3 111.8]
100:0 120- 4| 138-0 1440 149 -4
100-0| 125.0 151-0] 165-0|
100-0 108-8 1325 136-3 144-
100-01  119-4 125. 115-5
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RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS CO'UNTRIES—Conﬁn-ued.

Commodity. 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
Pork—Continued.
Germany in Bavaria....... ..o, 100-0| 117-0] 133.0] 124-0
Germany inBaden...........oiiiiniiiiiiinnnn 100-0| 114.0| 130-0] 127-0| 136-0)
Germany in Wurtemburg..............ooevvnaen 100-0| 119-0 131-0] 124-0
TtalyinMilan................ooiiiiiaaan, 100-0 111-0 136-0 144-0
NOoIrway.cooovveeneeenannnn. Saltee.....oocennnnn 100-0f 107-2 132-4 1297
AVETARE.c..onenernarnannnnnnns 1oo-o| 12-4| 133.6] 1322] 141-3 1609

Note.—Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.

Bacon— |

Canada 100-0] 115-6; 157-7f 146-7| 138-9; 168.8

United Kingdom ...| 100-0f 108-3j 135-5/ 125-7| 132-3] 144-7

United States. ...| 100-0 126-3] 185-3] 178-8] 180-4] 2048

Australia. i 100-0 95-9| 106-7| 103-6; 113-2

Austria 100-0| 142-9| 179-0| 182- 177-1

Hungary 100-0{ 127-0] 156-0f 156-0)

Belgium 100-0] 116-5| 145-5| 144-6| 146-3

Germany in Prussia, 100-0} 112-8] 121-8| 112-8|

Germany in Baden. e 100-0[ 104-0 115-0f 116.0f 119-0

Ttaly in ROI€..c....viiieiiiinineniincananennn 100-0{ 100-0f 116-7] 100-0] 100-0
AvVerage..........ccoiieeenanan- 100-0] 114-9] 141-9] 136-7] 138-5 1390

107-6] 148-8| 1289 144.2{ 1404
110-4| 164.8( 138-5 147-1f 1588
119-4] 149-3] 149.3] 149-
128-0| 159-0| 159-0

100-0| 116-7] 100-0f 100-0)

113-1]  147-7] 135.0] 141-1 149

Canada........cooovnvnene. e ...| 100.0] 116-7| 173.8] 177-8 182-8 19?'2
Canada.............couene. ven .1 1000l 115-8 158-4f 163-3] 175.2} 1851
United Kingdom..................... 100-0 98-1 105-7) 110-4 114.1] 1125
United States.............. veeee . 100-0f 132-5| 159-6] 151-6{ _164-0] 1764
Australia.................... U 100-0 977 1113 114-2 126-5
Hungary.........covvieinnnnnnn. e 100-0 118-0 133-0 139-0
Belgium........................ .e 100-0| 110-0 1200 130- 0| 130-0;
Germany in Prussia................. 100.0f 110-7) 119-3] 122-5
Germany in Bavaria................ ... 100-0] 113-0f 120-0 127-0
Germany in Baden.................... U 100-0| 11000 128-0 128-0f 128-0
Germany in Wurtemburg 100-0] 109-0| 122-0; 128-0
Ttalyin Rome......................... e 100-0| 100-0] 125-0f 125-0f 125-0
NOTWAY ettt ittt iaieieeieinaneanaans 100-0| 107-9] 125-0f 122-1
.
AvVerage.....o...occoviniininn.. 100-0{ 110-7| 130-7 133-8| 138'3| 142
. I I
Note.—Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.

Milk— 1
Canada. .. .. ... ..coiiviiiinnenannanss Cevernaas 100-0] 108.2 132.8 127-8| 1475 149'0
United Kingdom )| 1000 100-0f 100.0f 103-3 102:0 1000
United States.......oceeveeeiieiinanne- o 1000 1081 131-8) 132.7) 1356 140
Australisa.............ooiiiiiiiineanns v 100-0) 101-2 113-9 1181 124-7 ... 000
B XT3 o 7 100-01 1077 11150 111-5) 1.5k




COST OF LIVING IN CANADA

RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES—Continued.

Commodity. 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
ilk—Continued.

M HUDZATY ... e ovevnnnarnarnsnnasanns 100-0] 119-0| 131-0] 144.-0(.........|........
Germany in Bavaria.. 100-0 106-0 113-0 119-0)........]........-
Germany in Baden.................ooni cees 100-0] 100-0| 112.0
Germany in Wurtemburg P 100-0 107-0] 127-01 140-0)........0........
Italymio T ...| 100-0] 100-0} 100-0f 100-0| 100-0f........
NOTWAY < eeveecceracenrosuucasesassnssancennans 100-0| 100-0f 100-0] 108-3|........}........

Avérage...........cooiiiiiannt 100-0| 105-2 115-7] 125.9
Nore—Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Butter— - .
Canada......ccoeevennnnnn. 100-0] 111-8f 120-3] -132-1] 144-8] 135-7
Canada............... .. 100-0| 108 -6, 125-5 136-8 145-1 138-8
United Kingdom...... 100-0 99-1] 106-2{ 108-7( 113-8( 112-3
United States......... . 100-0{ 110-1] 138-2| 129 8 145.7| 15L-4
Australia.............. 100-0 92-3 95-1 95-0! 109-3)........
Austria........... ... 100-0 113-0 143-9 141.3 150-4{........
HUDZATY . vevreveeneaneerocassonsssansesasnsanns 100-0 118-0 149-0f 157-0[........|........
Belgium.............. ...| 100-0f 100-7] 109-3] 116-2| 115-2{........
Germany in Prussia... 100-0| 106-7| 119-21 123-7]........0........
Germany in Bavaria. . P 100-0f 107-0f 123.0f 131-0|........]|........
GermanyinBaden..............ooiiiiiiiin 100-0f 108-0f 127-0| 133-01 137-0|........
Germany in Wurtemburg 100-0] 11000 125-0] 130-0|........[........
Ttaly in Rome ) ceen 100-0 1029 100-0 100-0 100-0f........
Ttaly in Milan......... .. 100-0 101-0) 126-0 135-0)........]........
NOTWAY .. iieieiinirenntessioseetonioraneeanens 100-0{ 101.0f 109-1] 110:2{........}........
AVErage....ocoovveannrenecnes 100 OI 106-0| 121-1f 125-3| 133-2] 130-5
Nore—Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
100-0 109-3 113-0 124-2
100-0 107-8 117-4 130-8
100-0 93-5 102-3 106-7
100-0 105-7 108-3 106-7] -
100-0 105-0 122-0 1270,
100-0 91-4 100-0) 105-7
100-0 941 101-0 102-0
100-0 102-9 119-4 129-1
AVOrage.....occinnnensennnnenns 100-0f 101-2] 110-4{ 118-5
Nore—Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.

Bread— N
Canada... .. ... i e 100-0 105-4 116-2 118-8 116-2 116-2
United Klngdom 100-0 109-0 119-5 113-8 119-5 120-3
Australia............ 100-0 100-0 110-3 111.5 17-2)........

LT 100-0 05-4 133-5 117-1 119-04........
Hungary ...................................... 1000, 104-0 136-0) 132.0)........|........
Belgium. ..............c.co i 100-0 100-0 119-2 115-4 115-4........
Germany in Bavaria 100-0 100-0 114.0! 114.0[........|........
Germany i inBaden................ol 100-0f 101-0[ 118.0f 116-0| 117-0f........
Germany in Wurtemburg....................... 100-0 110-0{ 129-0[ 129-0[........|..... AN
Italy in Rome......uoeuvsnveeinennenninanenns. 100-0| 93-0] 98-8 953 103-5|........
Ialy in Milan...............00 o e... 100-0] 105-0| 119-0] 119-0... . .

AVErage. ... ...coieeiiuniinannnnn 100-0| 102-1 119-4 116-5 119-6 120-1

Nore—Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.

82696-—24
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RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES—Continued.

Commodity. 1090 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
Flour—
CRDAAR . . o vervrerannaecnrenesnnesnnnenenesascs| 100-01  112-01  132-0
United Kingdom....ovovneereieiinienieuninnn.s 100-0| 108-5] 116-1
United States.........coveevccciannn-e [N 100-0 125-4 143.7
AUStTAlIA. .ocvvirerienreccioneectnarssssnarsaes 100-0 112-2 128-7
AUSEEIA. .. ivevieeeaininiiaaans penereneinonen 100-0] 104-8] 134-8
HUNZATY ..o oot iienrieaanaccssoasansecssssnss 100-0f 104-0 137-0
Germany in Prussia.........ooiiiiiiiiiiinnn., 100-0} 106-9f 127-6
Germany in Bavaria........cooieieiiiiieeenn. 100-0| 100-0} 112-0;
Germany in Baden............. Cereesaneneeanas 100-0 97-0( 108-0 |
Germany in Wurtemburg..............oooeveeen 100-0; 100-0f 111.0
NOFWRY -+ eaevemensonssnsonsoessnnanssnsnaeesens 100-0| 103-0f 124.2
Holland....cceovevveeennnn. Wheat...c.ooonnenn. 100-0 94-9| 109-3
AVErage...ocoverivcnnnrannannes 100-0] 157-4] 123.7
Nore—Australian index numbers, on 1901 not 1900 base.
" Norwegian index numbers, on 19801 not 1900 base. -
Oatmeal—
Canada.......ccvenverrrirocstonnessnerassannns 100-0) 108-3] 113.9] 122.2] 125.0f 1194
United Kingdom ...| 100-0f 101-3] 111-0f 107-1] 123-4] 129-9
AUSETAlif. oo ieerienininiseeeiinoiricnraaresans 100-0 86-8] 102-2] 103-7| 126-5[........
Holland.....ccovviveiiaeersenercnscencenss 100- 0/ 103-4 106-9 114-9 114-9| 100-4
AVEIAge...ovvruirreeeraonsnosens 100-0, 9] 108-5| 112.0f 122-4| 122-9
Nore—Australian index numbers on, 1901 not 1900 base.
Rice—
CABAAR. .. ... vveerereananssrsossucoreocsnonass 100-0| 101-9] 101-9f 105-7] 103-8] 111.5
United Kingdom.... ...l 100-0 92-9 93-4) 100-0] 111-2| 1196
Australia........c.coenvnen ....] 100-0f 104-3] .97-5{ 102-5 108-1f........
New Zealand............. ...| 100-0! 88-9 8891 11-l... ... ...
Hungary...cooeeveensnsnes veel  100-0 96-0| 102-0 98-0[........0........
Belgium......... 100-0f 105-9] 111-8] 115-7| 121-6........
Italv in Milan.. 100-0| 103-0} 119-0f 121.0y........|........
T 100-0{ 100-0 106-4 106-4 106-4f........
AVErage.....nevvurnernnnns, ol 10000 99 1oz-o| 107-5| 1129 1214
Norr.—Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Beans—
CANAAB. cvvevreennnrescrreosecssssosaanssonans 100-0} 109-3| 127-9| 125-6) 141-8] 1348
Hunga 100-0] 174.0| 142-0f 163-0........}........
Holland....ooociivveeiiariniriinnnairiiennensen 100-0! 127-0 133-3 150-0) 177-§|........
100-0| 138-8] 134-4] 146-2] 169-0f 190-8
Starch—
Canada.....ocvvevevacarnsnennes eereeneeaens 100-0{ 101-1| 104-5 107-9 107-9] 102:2
Australia. 100-0 106- 4 106-4 111-1 113-4)........
New Zealan: . 100-0f 100-0f 100-0| 100- 100-0|.......-
Average............. ceeenrraene 100-0{ 102-5| 103-6{ 106-3] 107-§| 101-4
Bugar— ‘
Canada............... ...White granulated....] 100-0 101-8} 102-9( 127.7| 116.6| 1018
Canada............. Yellow............. 100-0 98-01 106-0f 124-0| 118-0 108-0
Un!ted Kingdom.........oc..oiiieiiiinennann, 100-0, 133-8 127-2 124- 8, 137.71 167
United States.............. White granulated....| 100-0] 98.1f 987 106-9) 104-7| 1.7
Australia......ooooiiii i 100-0| 107-7 115-0) 1150 125:7 ......
New Zealand............... eeees 0 90-9i 818 90-9l........0.....e
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RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES—Continued.

Commodity. 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
ugar—Contlinued. N
i eeeeeeeenans —— 10000  87.0| 957
HUngary....oooviiiiiieiianecerseenannsens ...{ 100.0 91-0 99-0)
BelgiUm. . oo ie et iineeienennnsaannnns ...] 100-0] 71-2 70-2
Germany in Wurtemburg .. 100-0 88-0 95-0,
NOTWAY . iverresresotonnensanssstoncnncasss . 100-0] 117-6] 119-6|
Holland............... veeees Creceecsereriananas 100-0) 106-9; 105-7| s
AVErage.sce.sersineaeanraoncan. 100-0 99-3] 101-4 105-2{ 108-9] 1i3-t
Nors.—Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Tea—
Canada....oooovernnnnnn ...Average black and
greem.......... 100-0| 100-0 105-6 106-7 107-11 107§
United Kingdom.......... rreriadessitecannons 1000 108-6 103- 5| 103- 5 103-5( [103-§
Australig.....oooien.a. e eerrerareenreraas 100-0 95-8 98-5 98-5i  100-0|........
Hollandq. .o evereennieeneniesioiennnaccneanonss 100-0| 100-0f 101- 103-0}  105-0}........
Average.......cocevneveenaannn. 100-0 101-1 99-7 102-9f 103-9f 1041
Coffee—
Canada......cviiriiiierentnacerenrnnennsananon 100-0f 101-4| 104-3
United Kingdom.......... b eeterarneetarannas 100-0f 101-5 101-8
FNIELS £:1 1 T S G 100-0| 101-7| 101-6
Hungary........... Cetersesetetenananenananans 100-0f 95-0, 95-0
Belgium........... e tecsrensnseanrairseseaesas 100-0) 99-6| 105-7
Baden........... RN heerrseseensanncan. 1000, 90-0 99-0
NOrWay.iivveenens eeeteinnasetaenas sy 100-0 97-5| 105-1
Holland............ vesesnsnnses tesrsasesaasanas 100-0] ~ 90-5| 104-0 ’
AVErage.....ccoonevseiannannn. 100-0 97-1  102-1
Nore.—Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Potatoes— «
Canada............ Ceeeees ceeesserassssnesaasss] 100-0f 116-1] 122.3] 195-4] 152.5| 153-@
United Kingdom........cooovvivuiiiinnenas «..] 100-0 80-3 76-9 95-1 95-9 96-6
United States.............. Irish................] 100-0f 117-8] 128.8 169-2| 181-2] 162-9
Australia........ Cerrasessiersssranasrnanaenn ‘es 100-0 121-2 107-2 126-7 162-1)........
LT3 100-0, 119-0f 130-0{ 140-0f 140-0(........
Hungary. . ooouiiniviniiiiiiiiiriiiieeiiennnnn. 100-0 143-0 1290 157:0........0........
Belgium................ Ceeteestieereeerenen .| 1000 133-3] 122-2| 144-4| 133-3|........
Germany in Prussia............. Cerearieeeas .- 100-0| 120-0f 160-0/ 200-0[........[........
Germany in BAVATIA. (vvveernreennennnnnnns ves 100-0 127-0f 128.0
Germany in Baden............. beetiesariniraen 100-0f 125-0] 155-0
Germany in Wurtemburg.......... PN . 100-0; 123-0] 184-0
Norway..vovevii i iiieninennns tereseesaaes .ee 100-0 95-0] 115-0
AVErage. ... coviieinnniannne 100-0f 118-4] 131-5

Note.—~Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.

Vinegar—

82696—24%
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BOARD OF INQUIRY INTO

RETAIL PRICES—INDEX NUMBERS FOR VARIOUS COUNTRIES—Continued.

Commodity. 1900 1905 1910 1911 1912 1913
|
Coal— |
RCanada...........cooenlnn Anthracite Stove |
SIBE.......ccnennnn 100-0 114-4 119-0| 115-7 140-7] 1345
Canada...........ccoavenns Bituminous.......... 100-0| 103-6; 122-4] 116-6{ - 129-2| 101.9
United Kingdom........... Mean of Derby
Brights, kitchen
and nuts.......... 100-0 78-4F  83.8 85-1] 87-0 90-7
N1 9 - W ARG 100-0 87-9 101- 101- 100-0§........
HUNZATY et eteenee i aenetsrimeeeaianannns 100-0 96-0 130-0{ 129-0f........|........
NI WY et i veveacaaeniorara i eeneanneannes 100-0 78-4 78-0 89-2........0........
' Average.......... SUUPPRRT 1 oo-ol 93-2' 105-s| 106-1 115-0| 1068

Wood—
Canada.....oovovvevaacenns Average hard and
B A 100-0, 110-7] 133-6| 130-8] 138-1 1336
FIUBZATY « oo ee e eeeeeeeneeeneeanan i 100-0, 93-0] 120.00 125.0].......|.......
NOIWAY e eveeer oo i, 100-0| 94-00 1181} ms-1f.illllf
AVETBEC v e eneeaneneannnenns 100-0 99-2[ 123-9| 124-6| 129.7] 1274

Nors.—Norwegian index l;umbers on 1901 not 1900 base.

Coal oil—

' 100-0| 102-0 991 96-6
Australia.... 87-2) 88-3
' 76-2 76-2
95-8] 100-0
91-8 86-3

9o~o| 89-

e
g
]
8

Note.—Australian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.
Norwegian index numbers on 1901 not 1900 base.

#*The index numbers in this table are from the following sources:—

Canada—Compiled from statistics published monthly since 1910 in the Labour
Gazette. See also section—above. Prices are averages for 57 localities.

United Kingdom.—*Cost of Living of the Working-classes,” 1912, (Cd. 6955), and
Sixteenth Abstract of Labour Statistics of the United Kingdom,” (Cd. 7181); pub-
lished by the United Kingdom Board of Trade, 1913. Prices at London.

United States.— Retail Prices,” Reports by the Bureau of Labour of the United
States (Bull. No. 140, Feb. 10, 1914). Prices are averages for 39 cities.

Australia—* Prices, Price Indexes, and Cost of Living in Australia,” Dec., 1912,
continued in “ Trade Unionism, Unemployment, Wages, Prices, and Cost of Living in
Australia,” April, 1913, Report No. 2. The numbers appearing in the above tabl