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Corporate Affairs

The SLV 2000 Phase III 
progress report for April 1, 
2001 to March 31, 2001 has 
been released. This document 
describes the results obtained 
from activities and the progress 
of promising initiatives. 

Community Involvement

ZIP Chronicle

The Ville Marie ZIP Committee 
and its partners have formulated 
recommendations on exemptions 
from compulsory pilotage for 
Canadian vessels in the Great 
Lakes region. The purpose 
of the recommendations is to 
better protect ecosystems in the 
Montreal region.

I N  T U N E  

S U M M A R Y
ST. LAWRENCE VISION 2000 
ACTION PLAN PROGRESS
REPORT FOR THE YEAR
2000-2001      1

THE VILLE MARIE ZIP 
COMMITTEE LOOKS AT THE 
ISSUE OF EXEMPTING CANADIAN 
VESSELS FROM COMPULSORY 
PILOTAGE IN THE GREAT 
LAKES REGION AND MAKES 
RECOMMENDATIONS  5

St. Lawrence Vision 2000 Action 
Plan progress report for the year 
2000-2001

In May, the St. Lawrence Vision 
2000 (SLV 2000) Action Plan 
partners issued their annual report, 
which covers the period from April 1, 
2000 to March 31, 2001. This is 
the second progress report to be 
published since the signing of the 
third Canada-Quebec Agreement 
for Joint Action on the St. Lawrence. 
According to the report, the work 
undertaken since June 1998 has 
progressed as planned and major 
projects have been completed under 
the various components of the 
action plan. 

Components and results 
achieved

SLV 2000 has three main 
objectives: protecting human 

health, protecting the health 
of ecosystems and increasing 
the participation of riverside 
communities through long-term 
commitment. The activities 
undertaken in 2000-2001 by 
partners to achieve these objectives 
produced successes in a number 
of areas, each of which deserves 
special mention. These components 
include agriculture, biodiversity, 
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community involvement, industrial and urban clean-up, 
navigation and human health.

In addition, in 2000-2001, a number of co-operative 
projects were carried out. Mimi Breton, SLV 2000 
co-chair for Canada, reports that “a number of 
initiatives are very promising, ranging from the 
voluntary measures adopted by the shipping industry 
to reduce the speed of ships in the Sorel-Verchères 
section—which demonstrates, in a tangible way, the 
industry’s commitment to protecting the St. Lawrence 
environment—to the 30 or so concrete environmental 
projects undertaken by riverside communities.”

Pierre Baril, SLV 2000 co-chair for Quebec, emphasizes 
the results obtained in the area of biodiversity, which 
represents several aspects of ecosystems: “The 
progress achieved in species conservation and habitat 
protection is particularly meaningful, since biodiversity 
is linked to the health of ecosystems and thus human 
health itself.” 

Among the results achieved for each component, 
the following are some of the most striking: 

Agriculture

• Integrated pest management was used on over 
40,000 hectares, or 24% of the treated areas covered 
by agro-environmental advisory clubs (green clubs).

• During the same period, 16 technology transfer 
and development projects were carried out. Several 
involved the promotion and adoption of integrated 
pest management techniques and the reduction of 
herbicide use in certain watersheds.

Biodiversity

• Owing to the construction of a fish pass at the St. 
Ours Dam, five species at risk, including the copper 
redhorse, now have access to habitats on the 
Richelieu River between the St. Ours and Chambly 
dams.

• The creation of two Quebec provincial parks (Hautes 
Gorges de la Rivière Malbaie and Anticosti) and three 
ecological reserves (Grande Rivière, Mont St. Pierre 
and Presqu’île Robillard) have made it possible to 
protect an additional 97,000 ha of natural habitats.

Community involvement

• A 14th ZIP committee (ZIP stands for zone 
d’intervention prioritaire or area of prime concern), 
Sud de l’Estuaire, was set up, allowing new riverside 
communities to join those already working to save the 
St. Lawrence.

Photo by : Luc Vallières, Ministère de l’Agriculture, des 
Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation du Québec

Vianney-Legendre Fish Pass at the St. Ours Canal National 
Historic Site
Photo by: Céline Lachapelle, Environment Canada
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Virginia creeper planted by volunteers along the fence
Photo by: Eddy Bertrand

Montréal Urban Community (MUC) wastewater treatment 
plant
Photo by: MUC

Photo by: Denis Chamard, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

• A new regional environmental assessment report on 
the biological, physico-chemical and socioeconomic 
resources in the Varennes-Contrecœur sector was 
produced.

• Communities carried out thirty or so projects 
to facilitate access to, and recover uses of, 
the St. Lawrence; in 2000-2001, $975,000 of 
funding was provided for these projects under the 
Community Interactions Program, a funding program 
administered by three government partners: Quebec 
Department of the Environment, Environment Canada 
and the Société de la faune et des parcs du Québec 
(Quebec’s Wildlife and Parks Corporation).

Industrial and urban

• A major study on the toxicity of municipal effluents 
was completed, based on a representative sample 
comprising 15 municipal treatment plants.

Navigation

• The marine industry adopted voluntary measures 
to reduce vessel speed in order to counter shoreline 
erosion by wave action in the particularly sensitive 
Sorel-Verchères section of the river.

• A simulated oil spill and experiment with 
bioremediation techniques were carried out in beds 
of aquatic vegetation off Ste. Croix de Lotbinière. The 
knowledge acquired will allow response protocols and 
a guide tailored to conditions in the St. Lawrence to 
be produced.
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Human health

• Public awareness campaigns on the health dangers 
of eating shellfish were carried out by the Rive Nord 
de l’Estuaire, Chaleur Bay and Magdalen Islands ZIP 
committees in co-operation with officials from the 
Human Health component. 

• Several studies were carried out to research the 
risks linked with certain uses of water and aquatic 
products, including studies on perceptions of health 
risks and epidemiological studies of pathogenic 
microorganisms that may be found in drinking water.

The report lists a number of other results, including the 
myriad of communication activities carried out to inform 
citizens of the work being done in the St. Lawrence. 
It includes a bibliography of the main publications 
produced for each component and a table of Quebec 
and Canadian government expenditures for the program. 

The report clearly shows that the governments of 
Canada and Quebec are pursuing their efforts to 
improve the health of the St. Lawrence River. Some of 
the measures and projects introduced to save the river 
will be continued after 2003. The two governments are 
currently reviewing the situation to define priority issues 
and the nature of the work to be undertaken in the future 
to protect the St. Lawrence. 

Source:

ST. LAWRENCE VISION 2000. Annual report 2000-
2001, Government of Canada and Government of 
Quebec, 52 pp.

For more information:

St. Lawrence Vision 2000 Co-ordination Office
1141 Route de l’Église, 6th Floor
P. O. Box 10100
Ste. Foy, Quebec G1V 4H5
Telephone: (418) 648-3444
Fax: (418) 649-6213gPhoto by: Françoise Lapointe, Environment Canada
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The Ville Marie 
ZIP Committee
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Photo by : Pierre Marin, Environment Canada

The Ville Marie ZIP Committee and its 
partners in protecting ecosystems in the 
Montreal area are concerned about the 
potential environmental risks associated with 
exemptions from compulsory pilotage in their 
sector
The Ville Marie ZIP Committee and its partners (including the Conseil 
régional de l’environnement de Montréal, the Jacques Cartier ZIP 
Committee, the Haut Saint Laurent ZIP Committee and Crivert) are taking 
advantage of the Great Lakes Pilotage Authority’s review of its regulations 
on conditions for compulsory pilotage exemption in their area to specify their 
position on the issue.

These regional advisory organizations work to protect ecosystems in the 
Montreal area and are concerned about the effects on ecosystems of 

potential risks associated with exemptions from compulsory pilotage in a sector 

targeted by the regulatory review (i.e. 
the area between the St. Lambert 
locks and the Sainte-Marie River).

The Ville Marie ZIP Committee held 
a public consultation on January 14, 
2002. Gordon Hudson, consultant for 
the Great Lakes Pilotage Authority 
(GLPA), attended. The committee 
presented a position paper entitled 
Réflexion et recommandations du 
Comité ZIP Ville-Marie et du Conseil 
régional de l’environnement de 
Montréal, which was published as part 
of the project on exempting Canadian 
vessels from compulsory pilotage in 
the Great Lakes region. 

The position paper reflects the 
positions of various regional advisory 
organizations working to protect 
ecosystems that may be affected, 
more specifically the sectors of Lake 
St. Louis, the Lachine Rapids and 
the La Prairie basins. Not only is this 
area is the most urbanized along the 
St. Lawrence River, but its grass beds 
support a broad diversity of wildlife. 
The abundance of fish communities 
of Lake St. Louis, the Lachine 
Rapids and the La Prairie basins is 
attributable to the diverse habitat. A 
total of 78 species and 24 families of 
fish have been surveyed here, and 
more than 137 bird species have been 
recorded in their breeding habitat.

Luc Bergeron, Co-ordinator of the 
Ville Marie ZIP Committee, says 
that it is important to remember the 
efforts made by riverside communities 
in the last few years to maintain 
biodiversity and recover the former 
uses of the river.
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The Ville Marie ZIP Committee’s 
recommendations

Given the vulnerability of the water 
resource of the Great Lakes and 
the St.Lawrence River and Seaway, 
riverside organizations believe that 
the careful management of navigation 
in these areas should be the focus. 
The three recommendations made 
by the Ville Marie ZIP Committee 
and its partners to the Great Lakes 
Pilotage Authority take into account 
the balance between use and the 
protection of the integrity of river 
ecosystems. 

The recommendations focus on 
risk assessment, risk management 
methods and the acceptability of the 
level of anticipated risks. 

Since riverside organizations 
representing the citizens 
involved cannot assess technical 
considerations involved in the risk 
of marine incidents by themselves, 
it is recommended that the GLPA 
“provide ongoing, transparent 
information on actual risks and 
appropriate management methods.”

Since water is a universally prized 
resource and since the risks of 
marine incidents affecting water 
quality endanger the well-being 
of riverside populations and river 
ecosystems, the GLPA “should 
integrate riverside organizations 
into a standing risk management 
committee.”

Since there is a lack of statistical 
data to clearly demonstrate the 
relationship between the presence 
or absence of GLPA pilots 
aboard vessels and the number 
of accidents linked to human 
error, it is recommended that 
the GLPA “take the appropriate 
measures.” The Ville Marie ZIP 
Committee and its partners support 
recommendation No. 15* made 
by the Canadian Transportation 
Agency in 1999 on tightening 
conditions for exempting vessels 
from compulsory pilotage.

Mr. Bergeron concludes that the 
Committee believes it to be essential 
to pursue initiatives intended to help 
us better understand the situation and 
guarantee the sustainable use of the 
St. Lawrence for future generations.
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* Recommendation No. 15 by the 
Agency: 

“The Review Panel recommends 
that the Great Lakes Pilotage 
Regulations be amended 
to enhance requirements 
for exempting vessels from 
compulsory pilotage in the Great 
Lakes pilotage region by: adding 
a requirement ensuring that there 
are two qualified officers on 
board the vessel in compulsory 
areas, one being the master and 
the second being a deck officer 
holding a first mate qualification 
[...] The Great Lakes Pilotage 
Regulations be further amended 
to add a provision that would 
enable the Authority to revoke 
an exemption from compulsory 
pilotage, if the Authority 
determines the conduct or the 
navigation of the vessel constitutes 
a risk to safety of navigation.”

For more information:

Luc Bergeron
Co-ordinator
Ville-Marie ZIP Committee
Telephone: (514) 934-0884
Fax: (514) 934-0247
Email: zip_vm@2cam.org

Source:

VILLE MARIE ZIP COMMITTEE, 
2002. Réflexion et recommandations 
du Comité ZIP Ville-Marie et du 
Conseil régional de l’environnement 
de Montréal, Montreal, February 
2002, 15 pp.g



ZIP committees continue round of regional consultations 

On June 27, as part of a round of regional consultations of the ZIP 
committees launched in June 2000 (ZIP stands for zone d’intervention 
prioritaire, or area of prime concern), more than 30 experts from various 
departments of the federal and Quebec governments will meet with the 
Chaleur Bay ZIP Committee and its partners. The purpose of the workshop 
is to allow the ZIP committee to present projects from its Environmental 
Remedial Action Plan (ERAP) and to explore, with the experts present, ways 
in which they can co-operate in providing technical and scientific support for 
these projects. 

Subjects on the agenda include climate change and coastal erosion, the 
status of shellfish harvesting areas in the Gaspé, the protection of coastal 
wetlands, funding programs for projects and the integrated management of 
the Bonaventure shoreline. 

For more information:

Josée De Guise
Co-chair for Canada 
Community Involvement Committee 
Telephone: (418) 649-6599

Jean-Yves Roy
Co-chair for Quebec 
Community Involvement Committee
Telephone: (418) 521-3910, ext. 4595

Michel Chouinard 
Co-ordinator 
Chaleur Bay ZIP Committee
Telephone: (418) 759-5880g
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