
Standing Committee on Public Accounts

PACP ● NUMBER 013 ● 2nd SESSION ● 41st PARLIAMENT

EVIDENCE

Monday, February 10, 2014

Chair

Mr. David Christopherson





Standing Committee on Public Accounts

Monday, February 10, 2014

● (1530)

[English]

The Chair (Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre,
NDP)): I now declare this 13th meeting of the Standing Committee
on Public Accounts in order.

Colleagues, the first order of business is committee business. We
have a number of items—

Mr. Stephen Woodworth (Kitchener Centre, CPC): I have a
point of order, Mr. Chair.

The Chair: —to deal with, and I will recognize Mr. Woodworth.

Mr. Stephen Woodworth: Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

I wanted to take the opportunity on a point of order at our first
public meeting since the election of our officers to raise an issue for
clarification at future meetings regarding the manner in which the
vote occurred for the position of chair of this committee.

As you will recall, when the roll call was being announced, and
my name was inquired about, I indicated an abstention. My intention
in saying “abstention“ was that I wished to abstain from voting for
that particular issue on the floor.

The clerk who was conducting the vote responded with I think—
and I don't want to put too much supposition into this—the idea she
was focused on how to record the results of the vote. She indicated
an abstention was not permitted, and that there must be a yea or a
nay. I believe from conversations with the clerk her intention was to
say an abstention would not be recorded, but only a yea or a nay
would be recorded. What she said I think was one could not abstain,
but one must vote yea or nay.

Faced with that choice and what I regarded to be a ruling from the
individual who was conducting the ballot, I then voted in the
negative.

The first point I wanted to put on the record for the purpose of
future meetings and votes, having checked and having had some
discussion with the clerk, is that it is in fact the case that one may
abstain from a vote for the office of an officer of a committee. If one
does so, one's abstention will simply not be recorded in a recorded
vote. Only those who vote yea or nay will be recorded, but there is
nothing to prevent an individual from abstaining from issuing a vote.

The second thing I should mention is that I've received the blues
of that meeting, and the exchange I had with the clerk in that regard
is not recorded in the transcript. So first of all, I hope I'm accurately
reflecting what the exchange was. It's certainly as I remember it, but
I will be asking for the transcript to be made complete with that

exchange in it. I know my vote cannot be changed at this point, and I
know if I had thought I could abstain, it would have simply not been
recorded at all, but I would like the transcript to reflect the fact that
my intention was not to cast a vote. Only after being confronted with
what seemed to be a choice between yea or nay did I cast a ballot.

I will be asking whoever is in charge of the blues to include that in
the transcript, as it was said at the meeting. If any support is required
from the clerk on that, I hope it will be forthcoming.

My main point in this point of order is just to make it certain that
for future reference, if we are ever in that position again, it is clear a
member has the right to abstain from voting. Simply in that case they
will not be mentioned in a recorded vote. I hope that's a correct
understanding. If it's not I wish to hear so now, and if it is I hope all
others will profit from my experience.

Thank you.

● (1535)

The Chair: Good.

Now let's resolve this matter. Madam Clerk, do you have
something to contribute to this discussion please?

The Clerk of the Committee (Ms. Joann Garbig): Yes. My
apologies to the honourable member.

My intention was to convey that only a yea or nay can be recorded
in a recorded vote. No member is compelled to vote and so a
member not wishing to partake in the vote is, of course, free to do
that. If the member has some input to offer or requests to make with
respect to the transcript, I'd be happy to take that and forward it to
the directorate responsible.

Mr. Stephen Woodworth: Thank you very much.

The Chair: Also by virtue of your raising this as you did now in
the public session, your comments, thoughts, and position are
captured by the Hansard of today.

So I'm hoping that you consider yourself to have been made
whole, if you will, in terms of the issue.

Mr. Stephen Woodworth: I would like the transcript of the event
to be made whole also.

The Chair: The clerk referenced what she would do in that
regard.

Mr. Stephen Woodworth: Sure.

The Chair: I was just picking up on your last point that you
wanted your position to be publicly known. By doing this now it's in
the public record, you've achieved that part of it.
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Mr. Stephen Woodworth: That's correct.

The Chair: So both pieces of your concerns, as far as I can see,
look to have been addressed. Is that fair?

Mr. Stephen Woodworth: No. Only when the transcript
accurately records what was said will everything be redressed.

But I don't think that will be an issue. The clerk has indicated she
will assist with that.

The Chair: Fair enough.

If I may also, on a housekeeping matter, because I would like it on
the public record.... We've lost some of our members, as you recall,
because of the shrinking of the committee membership. Messieurs
Shipley, Adler, and Harris have left and I thank them for their
contribution. They were excellent members of this committee, and I
would now welcome Mr. Falk, who has those shoes to fill. I know
Ted from a previous public accounts conference and I know his
interest in this.

I'm very pleased to see you as a contributing player on this
committee, Ted, so welcome and I wish you all the best.

Mr. Ted Falk (Provencher, CPC): Thank you very much, Mr.
Chairman.

The Chair: Now colleagues, as I see it, there are a number of
matters before we get to the actual draft report that we were going to
consider. These are not in any particular order, but we did have a
hearing scheduled in December and then it didn't happen because the
House rose, so that is there to be dealt with, one way or another.

The public accounts report, the draft report, has been sent to you.
Everybody should have that, and we're ready to do that today when
we've finished business. We had a hearing on chapter 5, “Preventing
Illegal Entry into Canada”. I want to advise members that a draft
report is ready. All we need to do is give the go-ahead to circulate it
and then of course schedule the time to deal with it.

Notices of motions are there for members to raise or not. We have
the outstanding matter of the spring report, where we had four
chapters chosen. We've had one hour on one of the chapters. We still
have another hour on that and we still have the other three.

Also you should have in front of you a letter that came into the
clerk's office. My reading of it, colleagues, is that this is the sort of
thing that we would send to the Auditor General, with or without
comment. Normally it would be without, unless there are particular
directions or thoughts or comments we want to give. This might be
the easiest one to deal with. Could I maybe put this in front of you
and ask for a motion to refer it to the Auditor General for his
consideration?

Mr. Albas.

● (1540)

Mr. Dan Albas (Okanagan—Coquihalla, CPC): Thank you
very much, Mr. Chair.

Certainly I don't mind coming to a decision, but maybe we can
push this back to the next meeting and then we can give some
direction because I'd like to look into this a little further before
making a final decision.

The Chair: Sure.

Mr. Dan Albas: Referral is probably the best step, but again, I
don't want to prejudice that without giving it enough thought.

The Chair: Fair enough.You just got it in front of you now. Was it
circulated before? A lot of paper comes at us.

I hear you. Let me ask the clerk one question about timeliness. Is
there anything at all in here that would negate our ability to defer it
one meeting, time-wise?

The Clerk: I didn't see anything.

The Chair: I didn't either, but I wanted to be sure.

No problem. Is there agreement? We'll defer this to the next
business meeting.

Okay, good. So colleagues, you have the issues as I see them.
There may be others that you wish to add, but I will be seeking some
guidance on this. Then when we've concluded that part of it, we'll
start working on the draft.

The floor is open.

Mr. Albas.

Mr. Dan Albas: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I move to go in camera.

The Chair: Thank you.

We have a motion to go in camera.

It's in order and non-debatable.

(Motion agreed to)

The Chair: I'll suspend for a couple of moments while we set the
technology.

[Proceedings continue in camera]
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