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Strawberry cultivars

for Eastern Canada
D. L. Craig

Research Station, Kentville, Nova Scotia

The strawberry, a most delectable fruit, grows well in Eastern Cana-
da. Numerous adaptable cultivars that differ greatly in fruit color, shape,

size, and flavor as well as in season of maturity are available to growers in

Eastern Canada. Cultivars also vary in their suitability for the fresh fruit

market, the processing industry, and home garden production. Superior

cultivars exist for all these uses (see Table 1). The suitability of cultivars

for freezing is indicated in Table 1 . All cultivars can be used for making
jam.

The geographical area in which strawberry cultivars are fully adapt-

ed is usually limited. Their degree of adaptability varies within a province

because of the plant's sensitivity to soil type, moisture, temperature, and
light. This sensitivity is reflected in plant growth, vigor, and productivity

and in fruit size, flavor, firmness, and susceptibility to disease.

New cultivars that appear from time to time may perform very well

one year but not the next. For this reason, test them on a small scale for

more than one year to see if they are superior to standard cultivars.

Selecting the correct cultivar is the most important decision that a grower
makes.

The cultivar descriptions in Table 1 will help you select the cultivar

best suited to your particular requirements. The cultivars listed are all

June bearers (one crop per year). Everbearing cultivars do not perform
well in Eastern Canada and are therefore not included in this publication.

Please note that the cultivars recommended in Table 2 for . general

planting have been tested thoroughly and found acceptable by commer-
cial producers. Cultivars recommended for limited planting meet specific

producer and market requirements and those suggested for trial planting

are new cultivars that have performed well in test plots and in limited

commercial plantings.
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Table 2 Cultivars recommended for Eastern Canada

Ontario Quebec

New
Brunswick

Nova
Scotia

Prince

Edward
Island

New-
foundland

Bounty L G G G G G

Gorella L

Grenadier L

Kent T T T

Micmac T G G G T

Raritan L

Redcoat G G G G G G

Sparkle L L G

Vantage T

Veegem T

Veeglow T

Veestar G G G G G

Vibrant L L L L L

G: general planting

L: limited planting

T: trial planting
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