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IDAHO’S TOP AGRICULTURAL EXPORT MARKETS BILATERAL TRADE SUPPORTS INCREASED SECTOR 
SPECIALIZATION AND EFFICIENCIES

Idaho is one of the largest producers of alfalfa hay and is ranked third in 
the U.S. with 1.25 million acres dedicated to this crop. Canada supplies 
the state with the seeds needed to grow alfalfa, with seed imports from 
Canada totaling $12 million in 2010. The alfalfa seeds are produced 
almost entirely in the prairie provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba. This complementary trade between Idaho and Canada helps 
support Idaho’s position as a top producer of alfalfa hay.

TRADE WITH CANADA = JOBS IN IDAHO

 ➔ Approximately 40,000 jobs (or 1 in 17 employed) depend on overall 
trade with Canada.

IDAHO-CANADA

AGRICULTURAL TRADE = $290 MILLION IN 2010
Let’s keep a good thing growing!

IDAHO IMPORTED $143 MILLION 
FROM CANADA, INCLUDING:

 ➔ $29M in canola meal

 ➔ $17M in canola oil

 ➔ $17M in beef

 ➔ $12M in alfalfa seeds

 ➔ $11M in brewing or distilling dregs

IDAHO EXPORTED $147 MILLION 
TO CANADA, INCLUDING:

 ➔ $21M in canola seeds

 ➔ $14M in frozen fries

 ➔ $11M in legumes

 ➔ $11M in food preparations

 ➔ $11M in proteins

All � gures are in U.S. dollars (based on 2010 data). 
U.S. export � gures to Canada do not include re-export values. 
Data source: Statistics Canada, June 2011
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Mexico: 18%

Japan: 9%

China: 8%

Indonesia: 5%

Canada: 23%


